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VIII, ORGANIZATION OF KU KLUX KLAN, 
I FICATION OF I TV 
| ITY PATROL,” OFFI 
AND ACTIVE MEMBERS 


I 


Investigation has reflected that the Klan organization 


in Athens, Clarke County, Georgia, is Clarke County Number 244, 


United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 
The State Headquarters of this organization is located at 


9729 Peeples Street, S.-W,, Atlanta, Georgia. Clarke County 


Number 244 is located at 1994 Prince Street, Athens, Georgia. 


»;This unit was established in January, 1964. It has an 


estimated membership of 50 on the rolis; however, membership 
and attendance at meetings has declined during the past twe 
months and recently only about 20 members have been present 
at mectings. Some of the members of this unit have been 
very militant and many of them own firearms, including sawsd~ 


off shotguns. Officers of the Clarke County Number 244 are 
as follows: ! 


Exalted Cyclops 
Klaliff SELVIN F. SiLVEY 
Kligrapp HAMPTON TURNER 
Kludd HUBERT DOSTER 
Klabee Fe D. COLQUITT 
Kladd JOSEPE HCWARD SIMS 
Klorogo ASA LEE ALLEN 
Klexter PAUL WAGES. 
Klokan Chief T J. ALLEN 
Members of the Klokan 
Committee 


TOM WHITEHEAD 


EDGAR FLOWER 
ROBERT H, WAGES 
Night Hawk OWEN MARTIN 

Investigation has reflected that the active members 
of the Armed “Security Patrol" of the Clarke County Klavern,- 
Knights of the Ku Flux Klan, United Klans of America, are 
HERBERT GUEST, JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, CECIL WILLIAM MYERS, 
DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS, JAMES 8. LACKEY, and GEORGE HAMPTON 
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advised Special Agent ROBERT MICHAEL KANE on 
that he is aware of Klan 
organization, and that there is no Klan organization in the Madison 
County, Gecrgia, area. Colbert, Georgia, is in Madison County, 
and Madison County adjoins Clarke County. 
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| Investigation at Athens, Georgia, disclosed 
that the Ku Klux Klan (KKK), Athens Chapter, has a women's 
organization known as the Ladies of the Ku Klux Klan. The 
Imperial is FRANCES DANIELS, who is from Atlanta, Georgia. 
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Members of the Ladies of the Ku Klux Klan, Athens 
Chapter, are known to include the following: 


PRA DE Foy 


(1) BLANCHE GUEST, wife of HERBERT GUEST. These two 
individuals own Guest's Garage on Hancock Street, 


in Athens, oe. HERBERT GUEST is also a 
member of the KKK 


(3) FRANCES STRICKLAND, wife of PAUL STRICKLAND and 
sister of “HAMP" TURNER. Both PAUL STRICKLAND and 
“HAMP" TURNER are members of the KKK. 
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In addition to the above individuals, two other 


women arc known to be members of the Ladies Organization of the 
Athens Chapter of the KKK. a 
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As a result of a factional split in the Zadies 


Organization, an Auxiliary of the KKK is now operating independent 


of the formally chartered Ladies Organization. Known to be 
members of the Auxiliary are the following: 


GOLDIE TURNER, wife of “HAMP” TURNER, one of the officials 
of the KKK at Athens, Georgia. 


LOTTIE WHITEHEAD, wife of TOM WHITEHEAD, Exalted Cyclops 
of the Athens Chapter of the KKK. 


The wife of CALVIN CRAIG of Atlanta, one of the officials 
of the Georgia Klans. 


The Ladies Auxiliary is a group of militant 


women members of the Klan, whose activities during recent months 


have not been discussed with the members of the Ladies cf the 
KKK. 
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| 3 ie was conducted by SA 
WD aca 34 a July 16, 1964: 


420 


bia ceeeneill said that when she learned of the shotgun 
nurde> of captaoned case she thougt: of as a possible suspect. 


Ske said tha is a man about fifty years of age, and married. 
Ste statsd tha is a leader of the KKK and it is her opinion 
that he is the bone vi this group in the Athens and Crawferd areas. 


Sue said that he is a real racist isdividu takes part in. Klan 
activities in surrvunding areas. advised that 


que :s the type of individual who is capable ot killing a Negro bp 


ing -somecne to do it for him. However, she advised that 
— has no reason to believe that he is responsibie for killing 
aie 
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GOLDIE TURNER, Route 1, Hull, Georgia, voluntarily made 
herself available for interview with ter husband GEORGE ation) 
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—* at which time she ———— the following information 


She stated she is R member of the Women's Auxiliary 
of the KKK, Athens, Georgia, and holds the position of Vice- 
President. She stated that recently she has been attempting 
to recruit additional women into the auxili 
connection, her traveling companion has been 
and other women whom she declined to identify. 
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Mrs. TURNER stated that she would decline to identify 
women members of the auxiliary. 
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She stated that she has no information whatsoever 
concerning the killing of LEMUEL PENN other than what she kas 
read in the daily newspapers and observed on television prograns. 

. She stated she could furnish no information which would be of 
- assistance to the FBI in locating the killer. She stated she 
is vioiently opposed to such a “bloody” killing even of a Negro. 
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Mrs. TURNER volunteered that a friend of her husbanrc, 
HOWARD SIMS, is a "great talker,” and that anyone in his company 
has li*tie chance of getting a word into a conversation becanse 
of his incessant talking. 
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lirs. TURNER commented that she had great respect 
for the FBI and should any information come into her possession 
concerning the killing of Mr. PENN, she would make this available 
to the FBI. 
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On __7/22/64 __ ot __ Hull, Georgia File ae : 
: ee ce 
by __ SA A, FERGUSON; SBB_ Date dictated 7/22/64 _ 


This document conteine neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond its loaned to 
your egency; it end ite contents cre not to be distributed outside your egency. 
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At 1:15 p.m. the above agerts were ir: a position 
to observe the activities in the vicinity of Ncrth Avenue 
and Marietta Street, Atlanta, Georgia, and 849 North Avenue. 
At that time it was observed that a 1964 Chevy II station 
wagon bearing 1964 Georgia license Number 14D555, was parked 
ir: a parking lct across the street from 849 North Avenue. 

At 1:30 p.m. an individual identified as FRANKLIN MEYERS, 


‘Athens, Georgia, came out of 849 North Avenue and walked tu 
“the above mentioned automobile and moved it from the parking 


los to a parking meter on the same side of the street anda 

rear 849 North Avenue. At 1:31 p.m. FRANKLIN MEYERS re-entered 
849 North Avenue.- At 1:51 p.m. a white male. approximately 

SG ysers old. 6'1", 190 lbs., weering a straw hat and glastes, 
Wn? walked with a.lim, departed, an Oldsmobile which he hed 
parxsi near 849 North Avenue and stayed ir: the vicinity of 
trie eadvess fcr arrrcoximately five minutes ani ertered 

549 North Averme. At 2 p.m. a young white man, approximately 
25 yeurs old, 5'9", 149 1lrs.,medium complexizcn. brown hair, 
wsari-g dark parts and light shirt, came out of S49 North 
Averus, and immesiately then re-entered. At 2:12 p.m. 
e-apre-cimately eight white males left 849 Nort:h Avenve, 
iv-:ludirg the two unider*% qd males merticr:s1 at-ove 

MiERS, FRANKLIN MEYERS, 

At 2:13 >.m., MYERS, MEYERS, é r; the 
13554 Shevy IL station wagcn,ment. drove north 
t> Marie;>ta and rprocesced east on Marietta. 
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and cn July 22, 1964: 
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The follicwir esticatic: was cor.ducted by SAS b7 
— n July £2, 1964; * 


At approximately 3:50 p.m., a hearir:g tock pla-= 
in Municipal Court, Atlante, Georgia, whereir. WALTER E. 
CLEAPOR, III was charged with assauit ard battery of an 
officer and disorderly corduct as a result cf his activities 
on July 4, 1964, at the Lake Worthy rally, Atlarta, Georgia, 
where Governors ROSS BARNETT ard GEORGE WALLACE spoke. He 
was represe:ted by Attorney G. SEALS AKINS. Witnesses that 
appeared for the deferse were as follows: 


CECIL MYERS, 265 North Avenue, Ather:s. stated 
that he got his subpoena to appear at this 
hearing at home and was given to him by the maid. 
He s%ated he did rot k-ow kew she ceferdant 

had gos his r:ame or addres. MYERS st:ated he 
Saw a man in business clctres whe: |! 2 row mows 
to be Officsr MANN, Atlants Polic: Derartment, 
strike the defendant and thersaft:r place him 
under arrest. He stated i= did :.ot see the 
defe:.dant strike the pclice officer. 


JAMES BRYANT, 152 Arch Street. Athens, Gecorgi3. 
testiried that he saw a mar he now ymows as 
Offiszer MANN, Atlanta Police Department, 

strike the defendant and theresfter MANN and 
others placed the defenda-t under arrest. BRYANT 
is described as 5'10", 150 lbs., age approximase 
40, raday complexion, and wavey brewn hair. 


DANIEL LOGGINS, 116 Elizabeth Street, Athens, 
Georgia, stated he saw a mun who he new knows 

to be Officer MANN, Atlazta Police Departmert, 
etrik= the defez.dant anc thereafter place him 
under arrest. He stated that he received his 
subpoena for this proceeding at home ard that he 
did not discuss this matter with cthers. LOGGINS 
is 6'1"-6'2", blond hair, 35-40 years of age, 

160 lbs., ruddy red compl«xionr. 
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FRANKLIN MEYERS, 445 Meigs Street, Athens, 
Georgia, testified that he saw the. 
defendant struck by Officer MANN oz the 
occasicr in question. He stated that he 
did not discuss this with others pricr to 
the hearing. MEYERS is Cescribed as - 
appre: tely 510", 190 lbs., dark brown 
to black hair, approximately 30 yeurs old. 


Two other witnesses appeared in this case from 
Atlanta which comprised the entire number cf witnesses 
appsaring for the defense with the exception of the deferda-.vs 
father, W.C. CLEAPOR off,Stell, Georgia. 
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“The defense - pleaded that undcub:edly the officer 
2s mistaken ir. his cortention that he was itrucKx by the 
Ge fendans. He pled that the defendant did r.c*. strike the 
Sfise> and merely eet: sea to defend hims=if against 
peracn who was not recsegnizable at a polices cfficer. 
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The judge in Municipaz: Ccurt bound the defenda::t 
ever for granada jury ecticn and placed him co: $100 bond. 
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WHIPPED BY ROBED KLANS- 


CLARKE COUNTY 
RACIAL INCIDENT 
MARCH 7, 1964 
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YY July 15, 1964, the fects conczrning the 
wating on March’7, 1964, were present:d 
to Sclicitor G#neral D.M. POLLOCK, Western Circuit of . 
Gsctgia. by Sreriff THOMAS HUFF, Clarke Ccunty, G:orgia. 
Ts Said that the cvidence concerning HEREERT GUEST, . 
_ which was cniy knowledges, is not sufficient tc warrent 
. Tare... Selicitor POLLOCK said he would preséent the 
ceee concerning HOWARD SIMS to ths grand jury at th:. 
n-xt session in October, 1964. He said he felt the 
7agss was very weak since the identity of the accused is 
_. ( *4ehsd crly ky voice recognition of ons witness. 
. eid t- adi.8 not feél the matt:r warrants calling a 
epscial grend jury, which he indicated could rt in any 
sent bs cal':d fcr ansther two w<-cks. : 
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S:ifoitcr POLLOCK said that the chares ——* 
HCVAFPD £°¢S would be assault end battcry. 
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ho of HERHERT GUEST JOGEPH 
- photo gh : 


"Tunes, "PAUL STRICKLAND, "THOMAS EDWARD FOLEEDORE, and 


JAMES LACKEY, He furnished the. following. informatica: 


He selected a photograph of DENVER PHILLIPS = -.:=. 
as a person he has known to associate and work with OS 
HERBERT GUEST at the Guest Garage, as well as a phot<graph v 
of HERBERT GUEST, as the owner and operator of the Guest °°“ 
Garage for whom he was previcusly employed. He also : 


identified photograph of HOWARD SIMS as a person whc . 


drives a 1947 dark green 4-door Chevrolet, who is an. 
associate of HOWARD GUEST and whom he had seen at the 
Guest Garag® on numerous occasions, HOVARD SIMS is 
also identical to a person whem he had seen at the. 
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CLARKE COUNTY 


RACIAL INCIDENT 


MARCH 12, 1964 


RACIAL DEMONSTRATION, VARSITY DRIVE- 
IN RESTAURANT, ATHENS, GEORGIA, IN- 
VOVLING NAACP AND KKK IN WHICH (1) 
HOWARD SIMS STRUCK CLIFFORD WEAVER, 
NEGRO, ON SIDE OF HEAD WITH PISTOL; 
(2) FOUR SAWED-OFF DOUBLEBARRELED 
SHOTGUNS FOUND ON FRONT SEAT OF KLAN 
LEADER HAMPTON TURNER'S CAR WHICH 
SHOTGUNS SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED BY 
ATEENS POLICE DEPARTMENT ON CLAIM BY 
HAMPTON TURNER AND HERBERT GUEST 
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~ he had them photographed. 
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The padding investigation wa sondunted , pe, 

cia . oe on July 13, 3 "3 
It. shou noted 8 is additional investi- 

ay Bl concerning arrest of JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS and con- ™ “Ss 
fiscation of four double-barreled 12- e shotguns on  “~—"** 

the evening of March 12, 1964, b SYNE 4 thens es 
Police Department. | : * 


Department, advise on the even of March 12, 1964, 


HOWARD SIMS and CLIFFORD WEAVER (Negro) were arrested and 
charged with disorderly conduct. The events leading to 
‘1% arrest occurred at the Varsity Drive-In, Broad Street, 
{U.S. Highway 78). This drive-in was the scene of civil 
rights demonstrations wherein representatives of both the 
NAACP and KKK were present. During this demonstration, |. 
SIMS struck WEAVER with a pistol on the side of the head, 
disclosed that on the following morning, March 

IMS was tried by City Recorders for disorderly 
conduct. He was placed on $200 bail and bound over to 
Superior Court, charged with pointing a pistol at another. 
WEAVER was similarly charged with disorderly conduct, by 
the aforementioned court, and he was bound over to the- 
Superior Court, charged with assault with a broomhandle. 
WEAVER was likewise placed on $200 bail. The disposition 
of both these cases is pending. 


CED continued and disclosed that while ~*~" 
at the scene of the demonstrations (Varsity Drive-In), he ~::+ .°* 
found four double-barreled shotguns in the front seat of : ; 


Chevrolet Impala owned by HAMPTON TURNER . 
volunteered that these guns were "on displa 


r prese us to all present at the demon- Hegocte 
strations. stated that he took possession of -— 


these weapons tor purpose of determining if any Federal, ~~" 


State, or local ordinance had been violated. While these 
weapons were in his possession, disclosed that 


iat | 


examined the shotguns and advised him that the National ....7.'." 
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Firearms Act had not been violated further ... tA. 
disclosec that he sought the advice orney re 

JOSEPH GAINS in an effort to determine if a local or 

state ordinance had been violated. JOSEPH GAINS advised 

that-no city or state ordinance had been violated. On 

the following day, QM ovine no other alterna- 

tive, returned the re) N TURNER and HERBERT .-- 

GUEST. : 


stated that on owner 
and oper | ens Pawn Shop, ha ma week 
or so before the incident on March 12 that three double- 
barreled shotguns had been sold by him to HERBERT GUEST. 


Pursuing investigation consistent with the 
above information, City Attorney JOSEPH GAINS was inter- 
viewed in his office located at 308 Southern Mutual 
Building, Athens, Georgia. Mr. GAINS disclosed that he 
recalled well the investigation concerni the above- 


mentioned weapo and stated 
he had advised alter reviewing city and state ordi- 


nances that no or state statute had been violated. 
He volunteered that the state law prohibits possession 
of pistols without a license, but it says nothing as to 
sawed-off shotguns. He further volunteered that the 
state pre-empts the field, i.e., once they have acted 


in this area, the city cannot pass any law which would 
contravene the law of the state. 
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rights dezonstraticna was teing condultss. 
is fron "of Varsity Drive-In, West Broad Street. Durirg the —. 
course of this demcastration, there was am exchange cf temrer= 
Whem advarcing to the area of these hostilities, he obdserve= 
FOWARD SI¥FS pointing a pistol into the crowd. Ee disarzed <: aa 
caves “2% thee woticed a Negro multe, CLIFFORD WEAVER, aged 67; er 
with 2 Laceratina’ om the side cf his hesd. Ee arrested bott. = 
WEAVER emi SIMS ani charged them with disorferly conduct. he _. 
further disclosed that there was a trexmexdous crowd and much += 
ey itatocn. He was urmable to furzish azy further infecvation. 
reistiny to the assault amd the arrest ct the sforenentioned © “SEE 
. Sehividuale. 
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CLIFFORD WEAVER, 460 North Billups Street, Athens, 

born August 1, . .1898 > furnished the following nee ape 

, In March, 1964, specific date not recalled, Mr.<* es 
WEAVER went to the Varsity Drive-In Restaurant on Broad rears 
Street, Athens, to view a demonstration by some youths of 
the Negro race, who were protesting: against the segregation ‘s:«..<») «. 
policy of the restaurant, He also went there to prevent the 
youths =o doing anything which might cause them nhc ugh ty a 
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- One of the Negro youths had a white sheet over his Re 
head and as he walked past a crowd of spectators of the white ena 
race, one of them, a man, jerked the sheet off his head, - SS 
WEAVER saw this happen and asked the man, “Why don‘*t you jerk 
the sheet off his head?*s’ as' he pointed to.others in the crowd. oe 
who had sheets on their. heads and were described by WEAVER as #5. 
"Ku Kluxers." He also said to the man, “He ain't nothing but a . 
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. child,“ The.man immediately grabbed WEAVER by the arm, pulled ~~ 
- him and then struck him on the head with his gun. WEAVER said re 
this made-him dizzy, but he believed the police, who were nearby, 
> immediately grabbed him and the white man, who had struck him, eee 
They were immediately taken to a police car and WEAVER was taken ~ 
_to a hospital where seven stitches were made to close the wound. 

in his head, They were then taken to the police station, where 
WEAVER was charged with assault with a broom handle, Ths white .. 
man was charged for striking WEAVER, but WEAVER did rot Excw the =. 
specific charge, WEAVER advised he did have a broom handle a 
in his hand and believes he raised it to his shoulder when he * 
was talking to his assailant, but did not intend to strike him . 
with it. : 
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Mr, WEAVER stated to the best of his knowledge tke 
arresting officers were named and | OE He couid not fur: 
identify them. =- Pez 


WEAVER was shown a group of 25 photographs, which 
included photographs of HERBERT GUEST, JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, -: 
CECIL MYERS, DENVER PHILLIPS, DOUGLAS MYERS, GEORGE HAMPTON 
TURNER, PAUL STRICKLAND, THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE, and JAMES -.»-\i: 
LACKEY: He picked out the photographs of GUEST and SIMS and . 
stated he believed one of them was his assailant at the 
Varsity Drive~in Restaurant P but could not co Sees we which ore 


identity the proper person ‘a court. 


On 1/21/64 #t Athens, Georgia __ File #_Atlanta 157-788 ag 


| by _SA SBB . Date dictated a 20/ 64 


This document conteine neither recommendetions nor conclusions of the FBI. It te the property of the PBI end is loaned to 
ee en re outside your agency. 
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CLARKE COUNTY 


RACIAL INCIDENT 


JUNE 2, 1964 


WHITF MOTORIST REPORTED TO ROYSTON, 
GEORGIA,POLICE DEPARTMENT THAT 
DURING EARLY MORNING, 6/2/64, WHILE 
STOPPED AT GAS STATION, HIGHWAY 29, © 
UNKNOWN NEGRO DROVE IN AND TOLD HIM 


SOMEGNE HAD SHOT TIRES ON HIS CAR AT 
INTERSECTION OF HIGHWAYS 72 AND 29, 
CLARKE COUNTY, GEORGIA 
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war J The following investigation was conducted by 
SA QED on July 15, 1964: 


On July 12, 1964, eee 
Georgia au of Investigation I), advised that 


Agent who works out of the State Patrol — at 
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Toccoa, gia, informed him that radio operator 

indicated that on or about June 2, 1964, he received a report from 
the Royston, Georgia Pglice Department that someone had 

shot at the tires of a Negro's car at the junction of 

Highways 29 and 72, Clarke County, Georgia. 

indicated he telephoned Sheriff D, G. SEAGRA an 

advised him of the facts and that SEAGRAVES stated he 

would check out the incident. 
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; On July 12 ' Ollowing individu ce 
contacted by SA and GBI Agent pore 
in an effort to determine the facts surrounding ncident = 


and to identify the Negro who was shot at on-‘that’ date. 


PSR SFA 


Royston Police Department, Royston, Georgie. 


stated th uring the early morning of June 2, 1964, 

a white canirin’ who was driving a car with an out of 

state license, advised him that while he was stopped at a boc, 
gas station on Highway 29, which station was closed for the - | Sims 
night, a Panes Negro drove in and told him that someone had 

shot at of his car at the intersection of Highway 72 

and 29. stated that no other information was furnished 

by the w @ man. 


WE: or iner advised that since the incident 
occurred outside jurisdiction he telephoned this 
information to the radio operater at the Georgia State Patrol 
in Toccoa, Georgia.* 


GED stated that he did not take the ‘name of 
the white man who furnished the information and did not 
attempt to locate or identify the Negro who was shot at that. 
aigat. . > 
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a acest Radio Operator, State Patrol 2. ae 
Headquarters, coa, Georgia, advised that he received the ~*~ 
report from the Royston, Georgia Police Department at about | 
3:40 AM, June 2, 1964. He stated he immediately called 
Sheriff SEAGRAVES, Danielsville, Georgia, and advised him 
of the Royston Police Department report indicating that 
the tires of a Negro's car had been shot at in the vicinity 
of the junction of Highway 29 and 72. 


stated that indicated that he 
wonld check out the incident. ee oi: not report the 
incident to any rah ee authority inasmuch as SEAGRAVES 
said he would handle . 
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Sheriff D. G. SEAGRAVES, Madison County, Georgia, 
stated that he vaguely remembered receiving the telephone 
call from the radio operator at Toccoa, Georgia, and being 
advised of the facts related to the incident. SEAGRAVES : 
stated that he informed the radio operator that the incident 
area, Highway 29 and 72, was in Clarke County, Ceorgia, 
snd out of his jurisdiction. He stated he told the 
radio operator to call the Clarke County Police Department 
in Athens, Geirgia and advise them of these facts. 


Uniform Officer (a Clarke County, boa 
Georgia Police Department, vise a e was the radio m 
dispatcher on duty the early morning of June 2, 1964. mee a 
positively stated he did not receive any report of the above =. 
incident from the State Patrol Headquarters at Toccoa, Georgia. ted, 


=~. 


In view of the statements of the individual intervice:* 
it appears that although the incident was reported, no 
attempt was made by local authorities to investigate ‘or 
identify the Negro who was shot at the morning of June 2, 1964. 
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CLARKE COUNTY 
RACIAL INCIDENT 


JUNE 4, 1964 


4. NAACP LEADERATHENS, GEORGIA, 
REPORTED RECEIVED PHONE CALL FROM 
UNIDENTIFIED WOMAN REPORTING A 
NEGRO BOY SHOT AT WITH A SHOTGUN 
BY ONE OF MEN STANDING IN DOORWAY 
OF ATHENS KKK MEETING HALL, PRINCE 
AVENUE, ATHENS. (THOMAS EDWARD 
FOLENDORE AND HOWARD SIMS SUSPECTED) 
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On July 20, 1964 


was terviewed at his residence, 

by Special Agents ROBERT MICHAEL KANE and 
During the course of this interview, advised that 

he had received a telephone call from an unidentified woman that 

@ Negro boy, whose identity is unknown to him, while walking in. -.: oi 
the vicinity of Athens Ku Klux Klan Meeting Hall on Prince Avenue, ——— 
Athens, was shot at with a shotgun by one of the men standing in ae 
the doorway leading to the KKK Meeting Hall. He advised that this . 
woman who called him refused to furnish her name and she would 

not» furnish the name of the Negro boy who was shot at. He stated sane 
that his inquiries to develop their identities have been completely ~~” 


unsuccessful. 
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r Ww investigation was conducted by Special” ish} 
Agents and in order to 
verify inicrmation aileging th several weeks ago", THOMAS b2. - 


EDWARD FOLENDORE shot at a youthful Negro boy with a shotgun | 
when this toy was running away from the vicinity of the Klavern, |.) 2. 
Athens, Georgia, after having been frightened into flight asa ~. 
resuit cf HOWARD SIMS discharging a shotgun into the air. 
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AT ATEENS, GEORGIA: 


On Jul 8 #5 


i3z 


was cCZ:UECLed -witn regard to the above alleged incident. He 
sS2p:4 thay ro word cf such an insiders had come to his attertion. 
He advised, howev=r, thats he would contact some individusis in the 
Negro Commnaity i: an avvempt to determine the identitY of tne 
-Negos toy who was allezedly the victim of the incident. 


” 7 . 
o .f ‘ 
7) ike! a IO) 


—_ was recontacted on July 20 and 22, 1964, at which 
Sime he advised thats he had contacted ten individuals in the 
Negro Commnity, whom he believed would be aware of such an. 
coturreance, or would be able to determine the identity of any 
Negro tcy who had been the victim of such an occurrence. He 
stated that his sources had been ms to elicit any indication 


, 
i 
3 


aN 


thaS such en incident took place. advised that should he 5 
sursequsntly be able to develop any intormation which appearsd SAT: 
So relate to such an incident, he would immediately make this... .... ‘i 
informatior. available to the FBI. . 


Cn July Athens b 
Polics Department, was contacted with regard S7¢_ 
to the existence of © above alieged incident, at which time he. + 


advis+:d that he vaguely recalled an incident occurring some weeks . . 
ago involving the disckarge of a gun in the vicinity of Prince 
and Meigs Strests. He stated that he did not cover this call .-....... 

. nor did he-kmow the identity of the officers who did. He advised 0-4 
that he wovld make inquiry.with his fellow officers and in the <2: 
Negro Community, in crder to determine whether such an incident # pa: * 
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occurred ar.d the identity of any individuals ir-volved, He | 


stated that he would iamediately advise the FBI should he develop 2% 
nn infcrmetion in this regard. 


Police Depertment, made avai their Oo Log for the period .) su: 


Jun: 1, 1964, through June 10, 1965. Review of this log x reflected i, 
that she orly incident which could tae to the above incident, 


was the notation that or. June 4, 1964 PM, Car 11, ccn- bre 
taining Officer and was dispatch«d 
to investigate a ig inciden anley and Meigs * es 


Strests. It is nc bed that this locaticn would be one block 
removec from the Avhens Klavern, which is located at Newton and «= - 
Meigs Streets). ag aa ! ae 


> Cr the sam: date, July 23, 1964, Offics=s ai 
ard WD #27 inserviewed concerring ths above matter. They 
etale;d Uns, rememiecred the call; however. they were busy at the b2 
time, and of the Athens Pol-ce Department, ee 
wno was in th2 immdlats Cinity at the time, actually coversd 
the call fcr them. They stated they wer= not aware of the 
resaits of his inves%vigétion. 


-— < tl “as 


On July 23, 1964, advised he remsx- 
bers the ir.cident wherein he hand wWolving a gun 
ehoce“ing ircident for Orficer ar inasmuch as . 
he was in the immediate proximt » 6ént. He stated. 
Shat at the time of ths incident, he wes on his motorzycle ee 
approximately one tlock away. He édvised that he did hear ons 
s=cs% Tired; however, he was unable to tell whether it was a 
rsevelver or shotgun dischargirg. Ee advised that when he 
arrived at the scers, which was in the immediate proximity of 
the Klaverr, there was no one there. He advised that he went 
to the Klavern and there were about seven to ten men in the 
postary 2 at the tim. He stated that the only men whem he 


— : = mm (. present Were 

i ~ “4 ecpente pre ori avern roveusaile eased 
no information thas any shooting incidens had Saleen place. —_ SiR 
aaa ved that he ve>>bally brought this matter to the .-<ajy. 
nvSion of the Chisf, tut no formal report was ever made Reese 3 . 


inasmuch as there was ncthing to substantiate the incident. .:..-4 ra 
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On July 23, 1564, eae Athens Police — 
Department, advised that h "grapevine" of 
the alisged shocting at a Negro bey in the vicinity of the 
thens Kiavarn several weeks ago. He stated that no complaint bo 
had been received by his Department regarding this matter. He .. a 
stated shat he would immediately hear of such an incident if 
such a complaint were received. Hs stated that he does recall 
CED 2000-2: ing regarding the alleged discharging of 
a gun in the vicinity of the Klavern; however, tn¢ere were no 
— pnesses to such an act.-ar.d the matter could rot be resolved..«. 
On July 24, 1964, the following individuals, all 
residing in the immediate vicinity of Finley and Meigs Streets, 
were ccr.tacted for any information relating to the discharging 
£ firearms in that area during the past six to eight weeks. 


Nem: cf thess individuals was able to furnish any information 
concerning such am incident. 
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a6 On August 4, 1964, TROMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE 


was interviewed in the United States Post Offire Building, “) >” 
A Georgia, by SAs prt 
and furnished the oving Signed statexent: ; 


*August 4, 1964 
Athens, Georgia 


“I, THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE, rake the ig 
following free and yoluntazy statezent to hae easiall , 
= whe have identifie. 


- themselves to me as Special Agents «f the FBI. 
I have been advised b; that I do 
not have to make any statements, that ary staterents 
which I dad» make can be useli against me in a court 
of law, and of wy right t© an attirney pricr to 
macing any statements. No threats ar promises 
hae beer. made te irduce me +> make this siatene:.*:. 


"About three montis ago, after coming back 
the Athe-.«, Ga. Kiaver: follcving marching at the 
ney Varsity located on Broad S+t., Athens, I was 
atanding around, at — with fifteen or twenty other | 
Klanuszan. Ther 2 were quite a few mes {rom cther 
towns wh:s I did not kaow. The only other perso: that 
I :an detinitely estate was there was HOWARD SIMS. 


“While we were standing there a Negre male, __ 

abuwit.eighteen years cf age, came walking past tre 

Klavern, heading west on Melgs &t. The Negre evice.tly 
did not see us at first and wher he did see the cy 
gr.op of us he stated words to the effect, doui't aboot sali 
me - please. Fe etarte’d to go on by anid I teid:: 

his to stp. Absut then soneone hehind me Gankesend 

what sousded like a shotgur., wherstpon the Negro | 
started ri-ning west on Meigs. I thes reached inside 

the door of the Klavern and grabbed a dcuble-tarrelled 
shotguu which had the stcck suwed off. I leveled this ;... 
gui at the fleeing Nears and fired cme shct. At the Ey 2 

= tine I sait, the Negro was at less? a block avay ard ~ jee 

4 do not believe X hit him. . 
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“When I shot, I believe’ the Exalted oe it 
was upstairs in the Klavern but when he heard ... 
what I kad done, he took me upatairs and aoe 
me out’ concerning my actions. 


_? 
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"TY have read this page ard two pages and 
these .are true and correct to the best cf ny 


a | | 
, ‘“/8/ THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE 
“Witnessed; 
v | / as Special Agent, FBI, 
| ' . Atlanta, Ga., 8/4/64 
WEI, Seecie) Agent, ror, 
| Atlanta, Ga., 8/4/64" 
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CLARKE COUNTY 
RACIAL INCIDENT 
JUNE 20 - 21, 1964 


ey hited S84 92 Re 


; ee 


WHITE CHEVY II STAION WAGON WITH 
WHITE MALE DRIVER, WHITE FEMALE IN 
FRONT SEAT AND WHITE MALE ADULT 
AND WHITE MALE CHILD IN REAR HAD 
WORDS WITH SOME NEGROES AT WEST 
BROAD STREET AND ROCK SPRING, ATHENS, 
GEORGIA, 11:30 P.M., 6/20/64. DRIVER 
FIRED PISTOL SHOT IN AIR AND SPED 
OFF. AT 12:20 A.M., 6/21/64, SHOT 
FIRED. AGAIN AT SAME INTERSECTION. 
ONE WITNESS IDENTIFIED HERBERT GUEST 
AS DRIVER OF 1961 WHITE/BLACK CADILLAC 
WITH THOMAS STRICKLAND IN FRONT SEAT 
WITH STRICKLAND ALLEGEDLY FIRING SHOT- 
GUN INTO AIR, CADILLAC ACCOMPANIED BY 
WHITE CHEVY II STATION WAGON, AT 
12:50 A.M., SAME CADILLAC OBSERVED ON 
ROCK SPRING, TURNED RIGHT ON WEST , 
BROAD, STOPPED AND SHOTGUN SHOVED OUT 
WINDOW, TWO SHOTS FIRED INTO BROAD 
ACRES APARTMENT PROJECT, RESULTED IN 
AGE 13, NEGRO FEMALE BEING 
IP AND NOSE WITH SHOTGUN 
PELLET AND BEING STRUCK IN 
EYE, DE , PAUL THOMAS 
STRICKLAND AND HERBERT GUEST ARRESTED 
BY ATHENS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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RE: SHOOTINGS ON JUNE 20-21, 1964 
AT ATHENS, GEORGIA — 


4 Following investigation was conducted by SAs 
A 


- ° Concerning the shooting incident cccuring during = ~:s%: 

the evening of June 20 and the early morning hcurs of June 21, & 

1964, Athens, Georgie, Folice Department, . 

advised as fo ows on July 13, 1964: Lb = 
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‘At about 11: 30 PM on June 20th, a shooting was 
* reported to the Athens Police Department. This shooting | 
was reported as occurring at the intersection cf West Broa Bir 
Street and Rock Spring Street, Athens, Georgia. Investigation pie 
by the Athens Police Department revealed that a group of © ..... 
Negroes were at the corner of West Broad and Reck Spring 
Streets when a white Chevy II Station Wagon, believed to be 
a 1964 model, stopped opposite these Negroes and cursing: and. 
yelling developed between the Negroes and the white occurar.ts 
of the station wagon. This station wagon had the letters "KKK" 
on the side and tailgate and contained a white male driver, a a 
white female sitting in the front seat next to the driver, oe 
and a white male adult and a white male child in the reer . . ob: 
seat. The yelling and cursing between the car occupants 
and the Negroes resulted in the driver of this ‘station wagon 
firing a shot from a pistol into the air with his left hand 
and then speeding away from the scene. 


-_ * 


- . 


| a white male, age 17, residir — bre, 
Athens, a WAS “Sea Ie se 
ete ed to be in instant car behind above mentioned. EHS ; 


station wagon. bserved this shooting but failed to Spe 
obtain the license number of the station wagon and was urable Rs 
to describe any of the ee of the station wagon. «+ sity 
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Further, WD and 
male Negroes, were determined to have been cau the corner of 
West Broad anc Rock Spring Streets and observed the shocting. «..- 


' They also failed to get the license number of the station wagon fo 


and were unable to give a definite description of the coccu- 


pants of the station wagon other than the fact that they were. 2s 
white persons. | en sae 


believed that proba>l Sq a-< 
were actually the Negroes who were engaged in cursing at the 
occupants of the station wagon and were reluctant to furnish 
any specific information, feeling that they might themseives 
be charged with some crime. [ 


al 


After the above incident, at about 12:20 AM, on , 
June 21, 1964, another shooting was reported. The complainant. 
was un'mown, but the complainant indicated that a shot had 
been fired on Rock ‘Spring Street near West Broad. Officers 
of the Athens Police Department immediately investigatec this 
complaint but were unable to find any complainants or any - 
disturbance and investigation was discontinued. 


Again, at 12:50 AM on June 21, 1964, another shooting = 
was reported. However, this shooting resulted in injurtes tc 
two occuparts of Apartment 3 &t the Broad Acres Project (2° 2 
Negro housing project). Investigation of this shooting was .- x. 


handled by Lieutenant .HANSFORD both white officers) : . 
and a. both male ‘Negroes). {gt 
They’ de ed that age 13, a female Negro, who 58 


resides in Apartment 3 with her mother and brothers, had been Ic 


struck in the upper lip and nose by a shotgun pellet, but she 


wounded by the shot was a visitor to th apartment, = 2 
@& male Negro, who was struck in e eye with one oc ee Ate -s 

he shotgun pellets. who resides at 

Street, Athens, Georgia, part of Broad Acres Proj ec 


was not seriously injured, the injury a superficial. Also isu: 
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Saal were inmediat Gispatciied to Cée..eral po een | 
at Athexs by arbuiarce.: was treated é:: a ne ee 24 is 
‘nov seriously injured at all, but 
spital for several’ days after the in 
was' advieed ty the hospital that 
cf icsing his sight in the injured eye. 


, Investigaticn revealed several wit<.ersez to * - 
. sSshsotings ccceutris7 at 20 AM ar.2 12:56 AY, ‘*neze wit .e-:'s- 
Eroad Acrez, azi 
tr.essing tr: shoectings we>-w 
and 
‘Oth Athens, Georgia. 


WE} -<rvea the shootings occurring at 12:2: AM 
12:50 AM, Concerning the 12:20 AM eh. >42-¢. 
gaLee-" HERBERT GUES? as the driver of % ik. wiite « s.: 
© Cattilac sedan ani called THOMAS .STRICtAUAND 23 g4°-s2.-4t 
iti the front séat next to GUEST, This car pulled up ti «& 
stop on Reck Spring Street near the intersecticn of West 
Broad Street ari the Cadillac was proceeded a rae Teet bs 
a white Chevy II, stat‘ fon wagon. — 2+Sezved STRICKLAND 
shove a shotgun out~ of the window ari fire a shct inte the 
air, With this, both, the Cadillac and the staticn wagon 
left the scene. Atout 30 minutes later, Ct Serves & 

- white 1958 Catillac sedan with a damaged right front ferier 
preceeding scuth on Rock.Spring Street. When this vehicle 
reached the intersection of Rock Spring and Weet Broad 
Streets, the car turned right and proceeded abcut 30 fes* 
west on West Broad: Street and stopped apruptiy. A eshctgun 
was then shoved out the right rear window ry the cccupants 
of this Cediliac, and two shots were fired into the Broa. 
Acres Froject arartments near the intersects fon. aes 
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>ecoguizs i this Cadillac as a Cadillac te hai previwusly 
cbhserved on the premises of the Guest Garage ir. Athens, | 
Ceorgia, uperated by HERBERT GUEST. He furiter recalled that? 


- - 
ates 


Peete 
this Cadillac, previous to the shooting, hac torne a Gecxgie 4, 
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licerns® plate, "115" Ccunty Tag Nuzter (Gwiz-:ett Ccunty- 2c 
Gecrgia). At this point eutenar.t HANSFORDS end the Gies tio 


efficers tcok ar.d to the Guest Carezge. They 
; es the garage with inassmch az —_ es | 
- recognized GUEST ani GUEST's car at the i@:.. AM shootir, 


had also observed the white Cadillac @i.ch was frerclved 
- in the 12:50 AM snooting. 


> . 


. At.tc.e Guest Garage, the following perscns wer? a Cures 
cn the premises: . 


HOWARD SIMS, PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAtD. TR.. DEN TSR 
Wit 7-3 tHILLITS and HERBERT GUEST 


Several ot ons including a white female were 

in the garage, but did not know their ider.tity. Me 
Also located at the Guest Garaze was the 1961 white over i.:acx -. 
Cadillac, two-door sedar, belcnginz to GUEST, The 1956 wi:tte 
Cadillac, four-door sedan, was algo at the garage and was | 
ceterminel tu te the autcmobile dDelcrging to DENVER WILics bet 
PHILLI?2S, Also parked near to the garage was the white Cissy. ‘i 
IZ statio: wagcen, which latter car was detercired ¢ > Si 
tc IL MiERS, 265 North Avenue, Athens, Georgia. 

mained in the car in front of the garage, and ee 
identified GUEST and STRICKLAND as the occupants of che 2 oti -. sn. 
CaGillac involved in 12:20 AM shootizg. gen 
pointed ovt that s unable to identity SiRiCKLAND “3 
the person firing s ehot until he observei kim at-the-% 
Guest Garege but eeing STRICKLAND in p2rscn positr. veay 
identified hin, lso identified STRICKLAND as thé urivere 
of the 1958 Cajillas.ani DENVER PHILLIPS as 2it*ting next to=:F 
STRICKLAND in the front seat of this vehicle involved in tha, 
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12:50 AM shooting. Q@iBkas unable, however, to sneaky: 3 7 
anyone as occupants-of the rear seat of this latter menittic::ec 
vehicle from which the two shots were fired injuring $j and . .... 
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, CD 2: GD rurtner identifies the tlack ant © id 
white Cadillac of GUEST and the white Cadillac of PHILLIPS L a 
as the vehicles involved in the 12:20 AM anc 12:50 AM Co, 
shootings. also identified the black ¢7:2 white Caii2i«- Sie 
of GUEST as tne car involved in‘the 11:30 FP shooting, and 
he believed tr.at had the black and whit2 Cadillac and 

* the Chevy II station wagon confused. 


In dientifying the white Cadillac «f PHILLIPS, 
was positive that this was the car ani stated thts car 
e%.culd bear a "115" Georgia County number, wxi:sreas this 
vehicle actuully was bearing a "16"°Georgta County nurs: 
(Clarke Ccunty, Georgia) license tag. 


' 

Lieutenant HANSFORD then removed the license . 
plate from the white Cadillac revealing another Georgia 
license plate behind it, and this latter license was a 
"115" Georgia County tag number. Ly 


said that the statemerts made by 
and concerning the shootings at 12:20 and 
AM were sketchy, and they were unable to identify 
anyone. They were also unable to identify the Cadillacs 
or the Chevrolet station wagon. 


Ce... the license tags cn the white 


Cadillac checked through the Georgia Divisicn of Motor: 3h ae 
Vehicles. It was determined that the "16" Georgia county" “ti i 
number was registered to an Oldsmobile, and the "115" .. «ix». 
county tag found underneath was determined to have been aa 
issued for a 1953 Cadillac, which Cadiiiae was determined” = ane ~* 
to have been wrecked and junked. : Ee a BE 
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stated that PHILLIPS, ST yy Pes = ae 
UEST_ were pisced under arrest as a result cc itentificetions ~~~ 
aes: and the following charges were loages . 
aga ains t them: : 


FHILLIPS was charged with being te Possession ez 
an eae ona tee - oo gaat Vehicle ain a seccna charge of AS&2u 
witn Inte:.t to Kill. i + 

STRICKLAND was charged with Disch:-zing Pirearn: 

_ within the City and a second charge of Assa.:1t with Inte:% 
. to Kill. . : ae 


. GUEST was charged with Disorderly Conduct. 


These individuals remained in police custody vu:.ti 
the afterncon of June 21, 1964, at. which t2r.2 they were 
releasea pending acticn of the City Records Ceurt. 


On June 21, 1964, PHILLIFS, STRICKLAND and GUEST 
appeared vefore the local Magistrate in City Records Court. 


PHILLIPS was released on $100 bond in connectic=n 
with the Illegal Registration charge and $2,500 bond on th? 
Intent to Kill charge. ¥ 


STRICKLAND was found guilty on me charge of . 
Discharging Firearms ard was fined $105 or 150 days. , 
STRICKLAND paid this fine and was released cn $2,500 bo::i- 
on the Intent to Kill charge. pt 

GUEST was found guilty on the Discrderly Coz. be 
charge. and was fined $105 or 100 days and paid the fine andage “4 
was released. | Was Se 
‘oat | “2 
re Both STRICKLAND and GUEST siaeiaiaiitiae attorney. 
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Mr. HUDSON, have filed appeals on their convictions. gi “ = 
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The other charges outstanding aga‘ist. these three 
individuals have been sent to the County for presentaticn to 
the County Grand Jury; however, to date these charges have 
not been presented to the Grand Jury, accoriling to 


a 

inted out that CECI:. MYERS and CiEST 
claim that they were at a Klan meeting at Cvirgton, Gecrg2a, 
during the evening of June 20, 1964, ‘and did not leave until 
midnight or shortly thereafter. PHILLIPS claims that he was »+.- 
assisting a car that was broken down on Highway 78 around 
midnight and after, but he was unable to furnish the name of ~'*x 
the owner of the car repaired and had no real facts to Lack bo | 
up this alibi. STRICKLAND claimed that he was at the Open Cc 
House Restaurant in Athens, G ja, betwee 12:00 midnight 
and 1:00 AM on June 21, ‘1964. stated, howe-er, 

L2ns, Georgia, — 

observed GUEST's 1961 black and white 
Cadillac bearing "KKK" signs on the sides in Athens between 
12:10 AM and 12:15 AM on June 21, 1964, but GD wes 
unable to state for certain that GUEST was actually in this 
vehicle. 
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The following interview i th 
oe enevit:'s Office, athens, Geor was conducve 
RS: CUED inesmcn —— 
had reportediy called the ce advising he had information 


concerning twe — seen by him in Guest's Garage on the sap ene 


‘f Iuly 10, i196 
was interviewed 
is full name as 
Athens, Gecrgia. aed 


On July 15, ji 


ts, « wolci is vime 
= residing at = 
2 when he calle eo ce furnishing this + call Sy he ayy SES 


2% not referring to the night of July 10, 1964, but rather the... 
5 a shoc*:ing that had taken place in. the Athens area, exact © ==: 
toi, 8S, «60 «atated that the shooting involved an incident bak 
wacre ‘’ colores) girl was wounded, and he could not furnish the 
recalled the incident to be a Friday night, 
‘ince he was on duty at the Sheriff's Office during that evening 
&* approximately 9:00 p.m. and drove the Sheriff's car to ths 
“uest's Garage fcr the purpose of having the Soloncid replaced 
iy repaired, Upon entering the garage, he found three men talxing 
vogether who appeared to be employees or friencs of employees. 


Qne of these individuals replaced the Solonoid with a used Ssioncia < 


And no record of service was kept. described two of snere 
mon as the same two that he booked in the County Jail She following. ~~ 
Monday and wh) are now being held over in Superior Court for notte 
hearing sometime in October. He recalied that one of them, name 
unknown, made the comment on that following Monday that "Tcoc Lad 

you weren't in the garage for a longer period of tine, this wa : 
you could have substantiated our being there all night. Set as 
cOuid not furnish the names of these individuals and descrine 

third party as a man approximately 5' 7", 150 pounds, cone eye com Fe 
which appeared to be crossed. This man was wearing sport cloth ae: > 


ould furnish no additional 
es Sind these individuais. ai 
aph of these individuals, ; 


As previously stated, 

informationrcy could he recall 
Fe stated, however, if exhibited a 
he would be able tio identify them. concludei by stating... 
he knew of-nothing concerning the shooz on July 10, 1964,- 
oo furnish no additional information. He further stated he @ 

c*% return to the garage that evening and could therefore not™ 
pati 2 whether or not they remained there all evening. — 
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On June 21, 19>4, he went <o 
e Open House Restaurant at about 12:15 a.m. and after .. 
about. two or three minutes observed PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND rie ipting 
at one of the tables accompanied by a young ~an in his early ~~ *.- 
twenties. This latter man he had never seen to his knowledge, 4:<#* 
does not recall having seen STRICKLAND wnen he enersd . chy 
the restaurant and is not certain whether he kai overlooe2 = 
STRICKLAND or whether STRICKLAND had come in<o the restevrant - 
after he, _ had arrived there. Ina few minutes, - 
STRICKLAND was joined by DENVER PHILLIPS and PHILLIPS anc 
" STRICKLAND sat at one of the tables drinking coffee. In 
,;approximately 10 minutes after PHILLIPS arri.’ed, PHILLIFS 
received a telephone call and after completi.:< this cali, 
advised that STRICKLAND would pay for food which he, **" 
PHILLIPS, had ordered to go as PHILLIPS had ~o leave, 


believed that STRICKLAND re!:ained in the bo. —~ 
Open House Restaurant for approximately: anot!:.er ten to fifteen 


=a se 


minutes and left the restaurant accompanied ty the unkmow. ©. - <38 
young man, some time between 12:45 a.m. and 3:00 a.m. SE 
stated, however, that he is not certain of ti.c time and 

admitted that STRICKLAND could have left the Open House 

Restaurant as early as 12:40 a.m. 
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Te folloxing investicaticr was conducted by , bee “ 
A ED <CNED oc Duly 15, 1964: 9% 
ss acaemnenetetiantll Athens Police Department, . +i 
Athers,Georgcie. advised that om the evening of Jime 21, 


1964, he finished his duties at approximately 11:30 p.m., 

Sane rior to lesving the he Athens Police 
artrent, he talked vit x approximately 

oy erp He ezdvyised that enroute % 4s residence, at 

ms 5 Pal hig 12:00,he obeerved a tlack and white Cadillac 

itn KAK wrarkires stopped at a stopiight at Hansocnx and 

Na lledes Streets. He observed the criver of. this. vericle << 

+o Se HOWARD GUEST and was unetle to further identify othe: - 

ceople in the automnoblie. 
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: 92 cS 
was interviewed at his residence, Athens, Georgia: “3 


by Special Agents ROBERT MICHAEL KANE and FS 
During the course of this interview, related that .s 
he: had heard from an undisclosed source that on the night before ~ 
the shooting into the apartment on Rock Springs Street, in which 
a*young colored boy was struck with a shotgun pellet in the eye 

and a young colored girl was struck on the lip with a shotgun 


pellet, an automobile, not described, with male occupants, number”? 3"? 


unknown, had discharged a shotgun into the front of the HENSON's ~*~ 
autpmatic laundry, which is located adjacent to HENSON's GROCERY += 
STORE on Broad Street, t removed from the corner of Broad 


and Rock Springs. added that he had no additional 


information concern this shooting. 
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> Street after the shot wae fired. 


oryted ee Athens, Georgia, xAS. i 
ir.terviewed ér. =nished the, following information: §\..=- = 9 "eee: 
‘C— 
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He left. his residence about 11:00 D. Mey June 20, 
1964 and about 12:15 a.m., on June 21,.1964, wes located 
at corner of Rock Spring Street ard West Broad Street, 
Atshers. Betyeer. 12:15 a.m. and 12:20 &.M., he observec a — 
Che II, white, station wagon, bearing "KKK" astgrs ard ~ ° 
a 190i. white over black Cadillac sedan procesedirg on Rock 
Spring toward West Broad. Near thia intersection both 
vehicles stopzed and a white, male in the Cadillac on 

the left rear side leaned out the window ard fired a 
ehotgun blast ir.to the é&ir. Both cars sped. off down Broad 
Tne corner had been weil 
lizhkted, and he recognized the Cadillac as. belanging to 
HERBERT (G:-EST and recognized GUEST as the driver. 


Atows 30 to 45 minutes after the above, incidert, 
he observed a 1958 white Cadillac sedan tusn the corer of 
Rosk Spring and West Broad ard proceed about 30° feet west on 
Broad. The ca> stopped and two shctgun bissts were fired 

* rear wir.dow into ar apartment and eped away. 


che righ*~ 
WHER ccccnizes the white Cadillac as one he hac ssen at 


me Guest Garege and rdéticed the car had a bedly damaged . 
right front ferder. He had been able to see the driver « .x 
ard the man rezt to him in the frort seat sleerly bit couie > 
not see the occupants of the rear feat. A 


A few minutes after the second _ Shooting the _pol-ce . ae 


and an am‘tularce errived and two oscupants of the arpsrtmest 
where the shots: had penetrated were sent to the hospitsl. 
advised Lieutenant HANSFORD of the Athens, Georgia 
ce Department that HANS® 


the Cédilia: 


oe r offizerz took 
to the Cuest Garage. 
rol caw and icer.ti fied 
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AS the driver in. the 12:20-a.m. ciepbiie They also ident-" see 
4fied she 1958 *hite Cadillac cf DENVER PHILLIPS, vi which was 
located at the garege, as the vehicie invoived im the °°. 3 
12:50 a.m. shooting. Purther,, they identified the 1964 

white Chevy II station wagon belong’ng.to CECIL MYERS 

&s the car hich was with the car of GUEST in the 12:20 

a.m. Bhooting. This station sr was loceted rear the 

gtirage that ricsht. | : 


thereafter, identified PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND,» fe: 


JR, a8 she pesson who had fired the shotgez. into the air . gasig 

. the Lack ceat of GUEST's Cadillac about 12: =0- ae Me: L 
ei: ide:tified STRICKLAND as the driver of the 1958 7< ———. 
waite Cadillac in the 12:50 a.m. shooting and identified 

_ DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS. as the perso: sitting next to 


STRICKLAND in the front seat. 


“tated he was positive of his identificat—on, 
ard would te wiiling to testify in a court of 1 LAK He Piss 
etated Si:.1e the shootirgs he wes followed aout July 7; 
1324, sy the Chevy II stst fervor for abo: 
the time of this iIncide:.* 
-4 the c&a> loliowe 
labs woedkal S « -erorted pee incident to 


\ Bs the Athers Police Depart ent. 


Wap ::-. that standing with him enc 
the corner of Rock Spring Street anc West E- 
he ayant: c of June 20, 21, 1964, «sre 


tcoth male, Negroes, and believed they ors 
ne shootinge that night. 
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—— ae! ' » was interviewed ccncerning the oe | 


shootings cn June 20, 21, 1964 and furnishe- the following 
information: | 


About 12:15 to 12:20 AM on June 2}, 1964, he wae. . 
in the company of a: + the corner of Rock Spring. . 
Street and West Broad Street, Athers, Georgis, at which 
- time, a white Chevrolet II station wagon, fcilowed by a 
‘white over black 1961 Cadillac sedan, stopped on Rock Spring 
near West Broad. A white man leaned out the left rear window - 


of the Cadillac and fired a blast from a shctgun into the 


air. Both cars then sped away from the scer.e going east cn 
West Broad. 


About thirty minutes later, about 22:50 AM, a 
white 1958 Cadillac sedan turned off the corner of Rock 
Spring going west on West Broad and stopped about thirty 


feet from the intersection. GED orsorvec that two white 
males were in the front seat but could not fee the persors 


« &u 


* the back seat. A white male then fired two blasts srom 


a shotgun at an apartment in the Broad Acres Project and - 
drove away quickly. , 


niidiananes the black and white Cadillac as. 
@ car belonging to HERBERT GUEST and recognized GUEST az the 
Griver., He kmows GUEST from having cars reraired at Guest 
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and QE rere taker in an 
Police Department patrol car to Guest Garage where 
identified GUEST as the driver of the tlack 2 te 
Cadillac involved in the 12:20 AM shooting. also 
saw several other white males there includirz FHILLIPS, 
STRICKLAND, and SIMS but was unable to identify them as 
occupants in cars involved in the shootings. 


While in the patrol car, heard cne Athens. 
Police officer tell another officer, "They eimit being ~~ 
up-town but only to scar the niggers.” CD c12 not 
know the identity of the officers making this statement. 
dded that the ‘up-town section of Atrens is the 
descr ption of the Negro area in Athené. 
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e following informat ion: 
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| During the evening of June 20-21, 1964, a... 
at the apartment o in the Broad Acres Housing . 


Project, corner of street and West Broad Street. 


a4 = Sy 
ys ee, 


ERS" 


He was sitting in the living room of thei apartment “a 
when he-heard a shot fired and he believed the time was shortly »..:4% 
after midnight. The shot sounded as’ though it came from Rock 
Spring Street but he did not go outside to observe exactly bo: 
where the shocting was CORES from and stayed in the _ oot 
‘apartment . Le a 


. =. : 


About one-half hour later he and alcng with ae, 
SE sitting on the back porch ¢ apa>tment "2s" 
S back porch is in clear viewof West Broad Stree and is age. 


approximately 200 feet from the street. They noticed a wittte .. -,:: 
Cadillacs, about e 1958 model, pass by on West Broad Street, ~* 
going very Slowly. A few minutes later this same Cadilla- 

again slowly passed on West Broad Street but this time the 
Cadilla: stopped ard backed up a few feet. Because of several 
other shootings around the Broad Acres Proje:t that oo 

they belived that the car was intending to possibly i mn 
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them and ran into the kitcher of the 


ment .w é stayed outside and somewnere. . 
Weeiipisic down —vchen floor and is >: the 
back door of th partment and hollered something t: 
at which time two shots sounding like a shotgun rang out. . : 
believei bcth shots may have hit the back door of the apartment 
and one of the shots wounded oa: the right eye aaa 
age 13, was also wounded... | re 
| mare 
rt not recognize the Cadillac as ever having “#4. 


geen this Car before end was unable to observe any of the occupants. 
except to state that he believed they were white. 7 b?2 Ss 
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stated that he is an active member of the i 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and : 
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has ‘engaged in picketing business establishments in Athens; es: 


Georgia in the past. However, he stated that he has never ~*~” 


had any individual trouble with white person and he 
believed that the firing on the apartmer:t was not 


aimed directly at the we: himseif but wae an 
indiscriminate shot to the Negroes in the project. 
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phone number i 


org =. "in September, furnished the following information: -* + %j<% 
as 


iB ot SIAR Behr 


He advised that on the night of June 20, 1964, : : 
at about 11:30 p.m., he was proceeding east in the left lane Wiig 
on West Broad Street, Athens, and had stopped at a red light ‘~~ 
a intersection of West Broad Street and Rock megtnr aes 
ve) sean ie 


rire , 
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He further advised that while a ails for the light 

he noticed a Chevy II station wagon stopped in the left 

lane across the intersection. sae that when the | 
light changed he proceeded across intersection and had )97 cs 
to stop because the Chevy II station wagon was blocking the --: ee 
left lane and traffic was passing in the right lane. aoe 


ee WED tur ther stated that occupants in the 
Chevy II station wagon were arguing with Negroes standing 


on, the corner of West Broad Street and Rock Springs Road. 
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advised that as he started to go around 
the car on the right side he heard one of the Negroes yell 
foul language at the driver of the Chevy II and noted the 
driver of the car pointed a pistol in the direction of the 
Negroes and fired a shot. 


stated he saw four Ks on the tailgate of the 
Chevy II in reflector-type tape and remembers a "WALLACE in 
64" sticker on the rear bumper of the Chevy II. WD further 
stated that as he passed the Chevy II he saw four on the 
right side of the car. ae a 


° Cae: he remembers seeing four persons in the ~~ "“"2% 
Chevy, the ver, a woman sitting in the right front seat, - = 4% 
a teen-age boy, and a small boy in the back seat. He also sds 
said the teen-age boy was seated on the left side of the - 


rear seat and was also yelling at the Negroes. 
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of this incident on June 20, 1964. 
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said he turnec 
around and saw the same Chevy with aman with dark 
hair and wearing glasses driving alone, which he recognized 


as the same car an river he saw at the shooting a week 
or so before. 
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on numerous occasions in 
drunk and fighting. | wr z *. 


On the late evening of June 20, 1964, he was sitting . 
on a wall in front of a residence approximately three doors ae 
from the corner of Rock Springs and West Broad Street in Athens, - & 


Georgia, sitting on the north side of the s et. While 
sitti there he recalled seeing and i 
two other younger Negro males from the Athens area, 2 


‘and other unrecalled Negro males who were a on the corner ~ wie 
‘of Rock Springs and West Broad Street. : 


While sitting on this wall, he recalled some words 
were apparently exchanged between some of the younger Negro 
ales located on the corner with some white people who were 
riving past the intersection heading east on West Broad 
Street. These white persons were in an old model tan auto- 
mobile which he could not further describe, which car had red 
and black "KKK" signs on it. He recalled there were two white ~ 
men in the back of the automobile and a white man and white 
female in the front. As the car got directly across from him 
after the apparent exchange of words at the intersection, he - = 
heard one of the white males yell, “You niggers are bad, but. §—_—..z4. 
when I come back you'll be dead niggers." With this some other ee 
unknown obscenities were exchanged by some of the Negro males ae 
on the seat, and a shot was fired from the automobile in his 9: 
direction while he was sitting on the wall. He related he did a ? 
- 


not know where the shot was fired from, if it was the back or ‘eo 

. the front seat, but both Ci =o shen 
immediately left the area and ran into the house, e Saas: 
left the area as fast as he could and as such could not further pga 
describe the automobile or its occupants and that due to his ee 
old age he would not be able to identify anyone in the automobile’ 
other than to say they were were ES 
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stated that he was at the Broad Acre 

project, Athens, Georgia, at approximately 11:C0 ae. on 
June 20, 1964 at the corner of Rock Spring Street and West 
Broad Street conversing with ar.d 
both of Athens, Gecrgia. He stated that at aprrcximateiy.:.- 
1:00 p.m., while the three were sitting con a street wall 
adjacent to 1250 West Broad Street, a staticn wagon, make 

. and year unknown, Criven ty a white male prcceeited through 
the intersection of Rock Spring Street and West Broad 

* Street headed tiwari the center of Athens. He stated the > 
person was accompariied ty a white female sitting cn the 
right-har.ia sid= in the front seat and by a white maie 
sitting om tne ieft-hard side in the rear s2at. He sta-23 
a white boy was sitting on the right-hand side in the tack 
seat. He stated that the white male driver drew 4 pistc. 
ani peinted into the air after making some comment co:cerning 
the three as they sat cn this wall. 


He stated that the man s<% etane ¢: ; the rear seat 
ox the left-rand side had a- Sih Sania 6 gun, wnish waz. 
either a rifle cr a shotgun. He stated that ke jumei uz: 
and ran as he heard the driver. of whe autcmobile state 
that bF.e would shoot. He «tated that as he ran, he keard 
tke stot fired, ani thereafter, the automtile drove cif 
on West Broad Street. 
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stated that he could not identify any of 
the occupants of the automobile involved as he did nct take 
time to closely cbhserve it in view of the threat made by 
the white individual and the appearance of the firearms .......: 
in their possession. 
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stated that on June 20 1954 at cies 3 
mately 11:30 o.m., he and an 7 
ch of Athens, Georgia, were sitting on a wall adjacent - 
to 1280 West Broad Street, Athens, when an automobile 
proceeded through the intersection of Rock Sprirzg Street — 
and West Broad Street and‘headed toward the center of 
thens. He stated that this automobile was gray or white . 
ané@ possibly a 1955 or 1956 Plymouth station wagon. He 
stated that this automobile was driven by a white male 
‘Xand a white ferale was in the front seat on the right- 
hans side. He stated that a white maie was in the tack 
seat cr: the lefc-hand side. He stavced that after the 
autemobile passed threugkh the intersection, it. storrea 
in the left-hand lane of the four-isne highway, snd the 
man driving the automobile displayec a niczei plated 
pistol while tr2 man in the rear had visibie to hima 
shotgun or rifle. stated that the driver of the 
automobile said, "You are bad niggers now" and contirued 
something to thc effect that they may soon be deai. 
stated that he jusped up and rar. into the house at l 
West Broad Street and as he did heari a shct which he <s 
sure was fired fy the man drivirg the automobile. He 
stated that ke saw the flash of the powder charge as at 
left the muzzle of this pistol. He stated that ke did™: 
rot see the persons in the automobile well enowgh to -. 
identify them ani could not identify persens in the sutomcbile: 
He stated that after the snot was fired, the autcmebile pro- 
-_ ceeded on West Broad Street toward the center cfiAthens. — 
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white male, age 17; 
ens, Geurgia, employed as a gas station 
endant, Athens, Georgia, advised that he was a graduate 
' of high school and intended to enter the University cf 
Georgia. WB viewed a group of 28 miscellaneous | 
photographs wh.ch group included’ photographs of HERBERT 
GUEST, JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, CECIL MYERS, DENVER PHILLIPS, 
DOUGLAS MYERS, GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER, PAUL STRICKLAND, 
THOMAS EDWARD TOLENDORE, and JAMES LACKEY. could 
not identify any of the above as teing the -v.duals 14 
' a 1964 Chevy II station wagon which he observed at the 
intersection of Rock Spring Street and West Broad Street, 
— Georgia, on the evening of June 20, 1964. 
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tated that he ecu2d rot recogn2ze either 
of the two ind.viduals in the rear seat of the station 
wagon and couii not recognize tke photvogreras presented 
to him as either of the two persons sittirg ir the front 
seat of this station wagon. He stated that he teitevel he 
could identify the white maie who was driving the station 
wagon on the evening of June 2C, 1954; however, he could 


not recognize any person in the group of photographs 
presented to him. 
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|! QA, write male, age 16, see was 
a high school senior, viewed a group of 28 misce ete S “wt 


photographs, which group incluied photographs of 
GUEST; JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, CECIL MYERS, DENVER PHILLIPS, 
ICKLAND, 

was se 
unable to identify any of the above photograp aS anyone he * 
had seen or particularly anyone he had seen in a 1964 Chevy 11 
station wagon in the late evening of June 20, 1964, on West 
Broad Street in Athens, Georgia. 
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aS legro, male 
de viewed won ce 
a group of 28 miscellaneous photographs, which group included f 
photographs of HERBERT GUEST, JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, CECIL MYERS, _. 
DENVER PHILLIPS, DOUGLAS MYERS, GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER, PAUL og See. 
STRICKLAND, “THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE and JAMES LACKEY, Bh 
He furnished the following information: | 
He was unable to select any of the above photographs 
of persons he had seen during the early morning of June 21, 
1964, He recalled that during this night he was in the area 
of Rock Spring Road and West Broad Street sometime a little 
‘ after midnight, standing on a porch of the third residerce . 
' from West Broad Street on Rock Spring Road, when he heard | 
what he believed to be a shotgun blast. He imnediately 
-ran to the corner of Rock Spring Road and West Broad Street: 
and saw a 1958 white Cadillac proceeding West on Broad Street. 
This car was approximately 30 yards from him and at this time 
he saw what he believed to be a shotgun, protruding from the 
right rear wi:.d:, and a second blast was fired in the directicr 
of an apartme:.t dwelling on Broad Street in the Bread Acres | 
Development, He recalled that whiie on the porch on Rosk 
Spring Road, h2 saw the 1958 Cadillac pass this perch, 
at which time he believed it to be cccupied by three white 
males, however, he could not identity anyone in the car as 
he was not close enough to it. He believed he Lad seen this — 
1958 Cadillac on previous occasions at the Guest Garuge in 
Athens, however, he did not know who owned the car, 


On the evening of June 21, 1964, prior to the ve 
abeve described shooting, he was at the Four Seasors Restaurant <= 
on Broad Street, when he was advised that the KKK was firifg . 
shots into the Broad Acres project. He said, because of this, 
he went to the project and was at the Hancock Street area when oy 
the 1958 Cadillac was seen. 2. ois ro 

He selected a photograph of JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, “aS 
PAUL STRICKLAND, HERBERT GUEST, and DENVER PHILLIPS as perscas 
he saw in court: duz Ang the seg sogare= ss the shooting 
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he again reiterated that he could not identity any of the ... Sie 
photographs as persons doing the shooting as he was not. close Ra 
encugh to the automobile when the shooting occurred. He eS 
advised he is a member of the National Association for 

the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and as such has 

actively engaged in sit-in demonstrations in the Athens area 

and has been arrested on approximately four different 

ecsasions for these sit—in demonstrations and charged with 
violation of the Georgia Anti-Trespass Lav, 
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was shown a group of REERT GUEST, JOSEPH HOWARD 
which group included photographs of HERBERT GUEST, JOSEPH HOWARD 
SIMS, CECIL MYERS, DENVER PHILLIPS, DOUGLAS MYERS, GEORGE HAMPTON .. 
TURNER, PAUL STRICKLAND, THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE and JAMES LACKEY. 

He advised as follows: . 


WII corcctes a photograph of HERTERT GUEST asd 2. = 
identifie s person as the driver of a black and white =: 


1959 or 1960 Cadillac, (exact year unrecalled), which was 


following a 1964 Chevy II - bipgmeaeuas ese He could not identify 
aayous in the 1964 Chevy. II. 


He recalled seeing the 1959 or 1960 black and white | 
Callillac, which was occupied by four white males and the i964 - 
Chevy II staticr.wagon, which was also occupiei by four white . 
males, cn the night of June 20-21, 1964, sometime after 
midnight. He révalied on this particular evening he left his 
residence and dreve to the parking lot behind the apartment 
Gwellings on Rceeck Spring Road and went to the corner of Rcck 
Spring and West Broad Street, where there was a gathering. 
cf Negro people, who were talking about the 1964 Chevy II 
stationwagon being in the area earlier and someone in 
the stationwagor pointing a pistol at some Negroes who were 
standing on the corner. While standing there, the Chevy II 
stationwagur, which he believed to be light gray or tan, . 
passed them, going north on Rock Spring Road toward Hanco-k — 
Street, followed by the 1959 or 1960 Cadillac driven by GUEST, 
‘When the Cadillac went down Hancock Street, a man in the rear. 
seat fired a shot from the right rear window into the air 


and the Chevy II stationwagon and the Cadillac Sameera tely 
left the area. 


‘J « 
a. 
" > 
id > 
ass) 
. . 
> 
. v4 
~" 
f Me 
~ : - 
al 


a ; 


. ee * a6 : oor? 
SE Fe™; Cormestye 1s 
GSS KAS ee 


He picked the photograph cf PAUL STRICKLAND as the ae 
person riding in the fae yp rear = of — perp — white 
Cadillac rid ide | 


——— blast into the “aire 
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Approximately one-half hour after the first diet dont” > 
a 1958 white Cadillac.came down West Broad Street proceeding 
in a westerly direction and this car stopped approximately 
two “power poles" from the Rock Spring Road intersection and . 
two shots were fired out of the right rear wi:dow of this 
1958 Cadillac into an apartment building of the Broad Acres 
Project. He selected a photograph of DENVER FHILLIPS as tie 
. person driving the 1958 white Cadillac and stuted he did net 
‘know this individual by name, but had seen tkis individual 
later in Court in Athens regarding the incident en 
-to ‘the shots fired into the housing project. 

He: selected a photograph cf DOUGLAS MYERS as a ~~ 3 
person he possibly may have seen at the Guest Garage when ~~” ase 
he was taken there by the Athens Police Department on the early 4 

morning of June 21, 1964. 


He selected the photographs of HERBERT -GUEST 


as a person he krew as BOBBY amare who worked cn Bovers at 
the Guest Garage. - - | : 


He selscted a photograph of one 
and stated this photwgraph was HERBERT GUEST and that he 
has known GUEST, as GUEST has done repairs on his automcbile,. 


viewed a group of 28 heehee, photographs; Pn 
——— photographs of HERBERT ye JOSEPH HOWARD . 


zm, Phun. ° EDUARD FOLENDORE and 


bec 3 


From the above group, . | was unable to identify ~~ Se 
anyone as being connectéd with the shootings which occurred - = o>: 
on June 21, 1964, at the Broad Acres Housing Project. ean a 

- He. related that on the night of June 21, 1964, he was coming .. , aed 

* from the Four Seasons Restaurant after finishing work at the ~~" eo 

- Harlem Theater .and was sbout 150 yards behind 1958-59 white joes Tet 

Cadillac, which was heading west on Broad Street, There were ... a 
four, white- men in this car, and while passing this automobile .< ae 

on ‘Wegt Broad Street, he heard two shots fired from the Cadillac, * 
fiowever, he was unable t identify the occupants of the Cadillac: wise 
and he immediately proceeded west on Broad Street and went to -<.«% 
a telephone to call the Police regarding the shooting. He 
said that :due to the excitement and the fact he wanted to 
get out of the area, he left immediately and was unable -to see 
anyone in the Cadillac that he might be able to identify. 


He stlected a photograph of DENVER PHILLIPS and: 
identified it as a person known to him.as PAUL STRICKLAND, 
whom he had seen in cotirt after the shooting and algo... 
selected a photograph of JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS and stated he 
recalled seeing this individual in the courtroom during 
these proceedings who was writing down the names of all the... 
persons who were testifying. 3 
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furnished tke foilowing areapebs = g 
shown a group of 28 miscellaneous - . SOD be 
ao coe ed which group included Bo aged ~ of HERBERT ** z 

JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS aa DENVER PHILLi?5,; a 
DouGLAs MYERS, GEORGE HAMPTON Paun SIRICHLAND, on 
bovats wrEid, cuonce waror Touran, bam ote 
WHR sotectes a photograph of PAUL STRICKLAND “bo 
as the perso iving a 1958 Cadillac cn the early moraing * Th — 
of June 21, 1964, which Cadillac was seen at the ccrner “§ go 
cf Rock Spriug and West Broad Street ir: Athens, Gecrgia. = <2 
He also picked a photograph of DENVER FHILLIPS as the 
person sitting next to STRICKLAND in tl.e 1953 Cadiilac, 
He racalled there were two otter individuals in this car. 
He did not see these persons well enough to make an ~--- 
identificatics. This 1958 white Cadillac was used whsa -- 
two shotgun biasts were fired into ar ence aeons on fest . 
Froad 8St:cet. 


He also selected a photograph of JOSEPH EOWARD PRP 
SXUS as a person hs has sven at the Guest Garage ard as "= 
a person who attended the court proceedizgs when PEILLIPS, .-2% 
STRICKLAND, und GUEST were arrested {sr firing inte the 
apartment. dwellings at Broad Acres. Development on West 
Eroad Street in Athens. 


Ke selected a photograph of CECIL MIERS 
as s6rson who was driving a 1964 light-colored Chevy 
and accompanied SIMS 


> related that SIMS possibly drives 1947 
biack cr dar 
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He also recalled seeing SIMS demonstrating at the Varsity ants 
Athens when it was being integrated, 


He stated that on June 21, 1964, he saw BR 1961 Sie: 
Cadillac, » white over black, which had followed a 1964 Chev; II. Seal 
stationwagon bearing EKK signs and that both cars stopped on -- +: 
Rock Spring Road and a shot was fired into the air from a*™**~ 
1961 Cadillac. He picked the photograph of HERBERT GUEST as > te 
the person who was driving the 1961 Cadillac ard stated he ~~ *™ 
had seon this 1961 Cadillac at the Gwst Garage on previous xx 
occasions. He also picked a photograph of PAUL STRICKLAND ---.~ Se 
as the person sitting in the back seat of the 1961 Cadillac, =. -+% 
‘ wiich GUEST was driving, and stated STRICKLAND xvas the one - +e 
, who fired the shot into the air. There were two other white ~ “°c % 
"males in this car with GUEST ard STRICKLAND, hiwever, he did... mag 
not sea them and would not be able to identify them ever: if =e 
he did see a photograph. oe 

He stated he could not identify anyone in the : 
1964 Chevy Ii, which preceded the 1961 Cadillac as-.he did not «(9% 
see anyone in this car well enough to make an idextificaticn. . . 


He stlected a photograph of JAMES LACKEY as b7<_ 
@ person woom he has seen working at the Pecples Service Station . 
on Oconee Street in Athens, as he, has purchased apg mes 
at this station and later saw LA n court during the Z ete 
proceedings against STRICKIAND, GUEST, and PHILLIPS. 


He also selected three other hote aphs bron” 


this sen which photographs were 


or as person who associated with GUEST. 


as Persons W | 
the court procesdizgs 1 . 
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FD-262 (Rev. 1-25-80) 


furnished the following ae 
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Becaize Of his personal telief that ee repatior > 
wrong, and to see if justice would be cf thet soaps atterced - 

tae trial of GUEST, PHILLIPS and STRICKLAND at City ee 
Recorder's Court, Athers , "ean over shootings ‘Occ? arr ng be 
in Athens on June 21, 190 | D2 = 


At oc: point in this triei. [33 OT . 
tne he cor: roonl arc 


‘2D0Le DP aroh 2 Gescraption of *-his man other tnen the fact---.ser 
at he wi: wr%+ ele aa 


ome 


Awe: 
From co:.vereatic:.; he sew this man havireg be 
The ovher people sested Mp Bow him, he believed 
HOG. MRL WAS BSG gusir.cea witn rossibiy ten or | ch 
the visitors seated arctu:2 hin. stated ieee 
“nat hse leurd tris man meke no remasks relatcVs +0 amy cr alee 
the testimosy rerdered, and did ro* see-.the man or any ovner 
pereons with whem the man appeared +o be acquainted, makt: 
ery “ype of trasatening gestures to the witresses. — 


Afters She trisl, WD followed the man with the 
uvecr. uniform ar.d asproximately Iou: or five cther «hits .- , 
males who were in the company of this man. He fol.iowed. 
these men for agpprovinately two blocks end saw them stor is 
front of the Gueat Garage on Hancock Avenue. Athenz, Gecrgia 

At thie point, GED = eserned to his car snd observed .» 

nothing else. rd: ae ok 


GEER >2Lieves that he might possibly be -ctle 
to identify ifs man in the grsen uriform ercuid ne ever 
3se him agein o~ should 2% become resessary +0 do £0. 
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»rgia Bureau of Investigation (Gi:1) ron 
advised on July 16, 1964, that a ‘etter had be 
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is, UWcort : y er June SU, 1964. A copy of this 
letter was furnished to GBI by the Governor's Office. 

advised in the letter that he had been prese:it on June > : 
at City Recorder's Court in Athens at the hearing for HERBERY ts 
GUEST and others charged with discharging fi:earms on June 2l, 
1964. i in the letter that 


Mhis man tiscn 
e ne court with several others, and ' Saw these men  ~ 
go to the Guest Garage in Athens,; Stated he was acvis? incime: 


‘the Governor since he believed the Negroes tustifying mi; at be <a 
harmed. "3 
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- On July 15, 1964, the facts of this case were ©: 
discussed witn D. N. POLLOCK, Solicitor, Western District 
cf Gecrgia, Athens, Georgia. Solicitor POLLOCK indicated 
that he does not believe evidence developed by the 


sala: 
ae) 


to obtain successful prosecution on the charge of assault ~ 
with intent to kill, particularly in view of two witnesses 
testifying against one state witness as to the presence 
Of PAUL STRICKLAND and the testimony of state witnesses 


which cannot identity the person who fired the gun into the. a 
apa>tzent. aa 
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Solicitor POLLOCK further advised he will consider 
yxcsSecution if additional witnesses are developed. 
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Project, ens, Georgia, was interviewed concerning shootings... 

at Athens, Georgia, June 20, 21, 1964, and furnished the folic . ee 

ing information; et eee 
SE 

:' a veeides ¥2t> tis eethe: ste 

l13,and bz: “315 3 2nc . 

family are all active members of the Natior sociation pany the be 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and have been actively . 

engaged in picketing of business establishments in Athens in ~ 

the past.. Heither he nor any members of his family have ever 

had any trouble with any white persons to his knowledge. 


Soaetime arotni wridnight, June 20, 21, 1964, he hear is: 

a loud shot from a gun ‘and ran to his front porch which faces) =< tam 
Rock Spring Street in Athens, Georgia. He saw a black Cadill:: ..-s:@ 
with a white top and a white station wagon on Rock Spring ~~. *=" 
Strest rect thege tee autor Lite: -::73 2 Tay from tk® ecene torart — Salada 
Hancock Avenue, SED recognized ths Cadillac as sanilsr a 
to a car owned by a Mr. GUEST who is related to the owner of _ -:-. 

the G&H Garage on West Broad Street, Athens. He had previously 

seen this Cadillac at the G&H Garage on several occasions, era 
However, because of the darkness, he was unable to recognize any san 
of the occupants of the two cars, Kanes 52 


Ss time later, on the a ji» 
porch of the apartment w a 
talking when a white 1957 or 1958 Cadillac sedan stopped on 


West Broad Street and backed up a few feet, Whenthe car A, 


to back up, ap: pss: into the kitc of the —_ aK al 
apartment where ey were joined by sister. Fp 
| oe to the corner of the building and just as he reacheca a 
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e corner a shotgun blast was fired striking the back docr sf 
the Te ion west The Cadillac then hurriedly drove away .. 
one est on West Broad Street. 


EB tren entered the apartment and found that 
a en hit in the eye an hit in the mouth... __ 
by shotgun pellets. SS A BOR TS ie 
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had never seen the white Cadillac before to Ts 
his recol and could not recognize anyone inthis  ....-i.«: 
vehicle. He did observe, however, that the car had apess os 
four to five caucasian males in it. 
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believes the partment was only fired on bo 
indiscriminately because they e sitting on the back porch = or 
in clear view of West Broad Street. Ye eae eT ee 
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Broad Acres Project, Athens, nae was Ee " ~ L Pee ee 
furnished the following information: ; ear Sh 


= 


She ed substantially the same tebornation as 
her brother A escsaal concerning shooting incidents at Athens 
on June 20, She had seen a black and white Cadillac 
and a white stationwagon involved in a shooting on Rock Spring 


Street near -the front of the Fair apartment around midnight, 
but did not recognize the cars or any occupants. 


Approximately twenty or thirty minutes later, she. 
observed a white Cadillac stop on West Broad Street in clear * 
view of the ck porch and a shot from a shotgun was 
fired from into the back door of the apartment. 
She was struck in the mauth and nose with a p and 
as struck with a pellet in his right eye. _ 


Again, WBwas not acquainted with the white Cadillac 
and coyld not see the occupants. 


added she was not seriously injured and her L oe* * 
wound was only superficial. 3 
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KE 
concerning shootings at Athens on 
. 21, 1964, and furnished. the following information: 


. Gi... visiting at ‘the apartment of 

in Broad: es Project during the late evening of June 

1964 furriished substantially the same information as 
concerning shooting incidents at the Broad Acres 

ect that evening. He recognized a black Cadillac with a 

white top involved in one shooting near the apartment as 

an automobile he has seen previously at the Guest Garage 

on Hancock Avenue in Athens, but he did not know to whom this 

car SesenEeS. | hlebe 
A short time later, WD observed a 1957 or 1958 white 

Cadillac stop on West Broad St and fire a shotgun blast into 

the rear door of the apartment. He could see four or five 

caucasians in this car and believed them to all males, but 

could .not recognize any of the occupants. does not 

recall. ever seeing the white Cadillac before. | 


e.. In the latter shooting, (REM vas struck in the right 
eye with a pellet while peering ou e back door of the 
apartment. ! stated he cannot see out of this eye now anc 
his doctor has told him he has completely lost the sight in 
this eye and this condition will be permanen Tis dc : 


WD «ccc: he is an active member of the National . 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and 
has previo been active in picketing of business establishments . 
in Athens. could give no reason as to why the apartment i. 
fired upon except that it was just indiscriminate“ "SEE 
o the project. ) $e 
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af at aetna Athens, Georgia, an “y= 
employee o e ry tter Corporation, essere Se a 
Georgia, furnished the following information: AS eS 


has known PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND as ‘a 
fellow employee for a period of several years but does not aes arti 
consider himself to be a close friend of STRICKLAND, . = .. b oq 


advised that on the evening of June 20, 1964," | 
he was wo on an automobile at his home and found. he peo . 
a battery recharged. drove to the Magnolia Service~- 
Station located immediately adjacent to the Guest Garage in a 
downtown Athens and made arrangements for the service station ae 
‘operator to check the battery; and while he was in the station, 
he saw PAUL STRICKLAND. This incident occurred, and Gis 
certain that he arrived at the station at 11: 45 p.m., June 20, . 


1964. L 
After talking with STRICKLAND for a few minutes, as 
who knew the recharging of the car battery would take 
at least an hour, suggested to STRICKLAND that the two men drive 
to the Open House, a small restaurant located on Hancock Street, 
and get coffee. They drove to the restaurant in STRICKLAND's 
car, a 1955 blue and white Chevrolet. | 
bo. 
recalls that they spent approximately an hour ~= 
in the cafe, that he had two cups of coffee, and played several x. 
phonograph records. He recalls meeting a policeman who was |. 
employed at the Open House Restaurant, and is certain the. mk 
policeman will recall that he and STRICKLAND were in the a 
restaurant at the time in question. 
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and STRICKLAND returned to the Guest “Garena” >; 
wa to the station, obtained the car battery which -. 
y then had been recharged, and returned to his home. 
did not learn that STRICKLAND had been arrested by At 
Police Department officers until two days following this. 
incident. 


stated that he is absolutely certain he can. eee = 27 
testify to the fact that STRICKLAND was in his company from == 
11:45 p.m. on June 20, 1964, until approximately 1:00 a.m.°::- 

on June 21, 1964. advised he realizes that STRICKLAND 
might have been: responsible for shooting a shotgun in the .. — 
city limits sometime between 11:00 and 11:30 p.m. on June 20, siuiale 
1964,. but he has no information to the effect. RAE 
testify that STRICKLAND could not have fired a shotgun into eke . 
a Negro home if this incident occurred as reported at oye 
approximately 12:30 a.m., June 21, 1964. 


does not consider himself a close friend of 
STRICKLAND an ows nothing of STRICKLAND's activities oe 
outside their employment. has no information regarding ,° 
STRICKLAND's membership in any organizations, and has never “bi 
discussed racial matters with STRICKLAND. stated he .. 
is certain STRICKLAND has been wrongly arrested, and he = a 
intends to testify to. this effect. | wees Sie 
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advised that he is not now, nor has he ever —_ 
been a member of the Ku Klux Klan or for that matter ang.® s 
political organization. : 
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In addition to the peaaaiiian nvoewitien. SSD ne: 
advised that on July Tl, 1964, he was employed in the mainte- _ one 
nance. department at the Dairy Pak Corporation and is absdlatery : 


; asin on the converter machine pt hae by 
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i le Fe 
Athens, Georgia, was interviewed at lens ce. (cae 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. He was aes in pha 
‘viewed concerning his presence at the Open House. _- = 
Restaurant, Athens, Georgia, on June 21, 1964, with. 

PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND, JR., during the time shooting 

occurred at Athens. furnished the ne Hy 
information: | 


’ 


_ gen Sy retige ate 
a7"? » i? “ : . ; 
| » * 


sr Rie iF A 


i ae Rit Ade 


7 a... working on his car during the 
evening of June 20, 1964, a Saturday night. He 
discovered the battery was inoperative and drove his 
father's car to Athens to have the battery charged. .....; 
He believes he left his residence at approximately 11: 30° 
p.m. and drove to the Magnolia Service Station at the 
intersection of Thomas Street and Hancock Avenue, 
Athens. left his battery to be. charged for one 
hour, at midnight or shortly before. He joined 
PAUL SPRICKLAND, who was standing at the corner and the - 

‘two of them left in STRICKLAND's car, a 1956 blue and 
white Chevrolet Four-Door Sedan, to have coffee at the 
Open House. He is positive that they arrived at the 
Open House at 12:00 Midnight, as he looked at a clock 
on the wall when entering.. 
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They sat at a table occupied by DENVER PHILLIPS, 
who he knew only as PHILLIPS, and had coffee. PHILLIPS 
only. remained a few minutes and returned to the —_ | 


Garage where he is employed. STRICKLAND and 
joined STRICKLAND and he | 
remained a ouse for almost an hour, leaving 


between 12:55 a.m. and 1:00 a.m. on June 21, 1964. 

They returned to the Magnolia Service Station, which is: 
adjacent to the GUEST Garage, andi did not see. 
STRICKLAND after that. 


SD: vtec he was positive as to the time nel net SES 
he was w CKLAND, and was emphatic that STRICKLAND ie 
could not have been anywhere else between 12:00 Midnight - = 
and 1:00 a.m. on June 21, 1964. EP: ccc he fully. 23: 
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"Sotende to testify for STRICKLAND in court as he is cal 
“Yell ine the whole truth. 


23h 


r) « 


- 

> a 
= 

-_= 


10 ———, | 
was wor i 


e Open House at l2: +00. 


re 
. » & 
a ? 


‘ 


“Aber 


aT 
Tau 


> vare 
uw, 


{: 


Paw oe 
Tess 


SAN ¢ 


ry! te 
Lat "4 at, | ‘ 


eds 


> 
» 
way 


¥. 
» 


< 


a! 


“he 


Ae 


ad 


ahs 


see 


rf 


‘ nx 


* 
Fn 


+ 


rb tax 


‘> ’ 


lt an dp ied 
ee 

, 7 

aa 


il 


/- 
P at 
. “) f 


| 


ee Mem: oad : 


37% 


7 geet = vo Soy Bei INT Sires ree re 
- ¢ < - 
Nae MS Sng . a eate Fg Fa eS A Calebog eS ye 

. a ot 


. m os Fal , 


a ges BOS eG ie 


oP one 6S 
te en gt P< ‘at 
£ - > 2 fm 


ear 
MS 


We 
* 4 


- 
7 


sl 


mye 


tow 
“Y rn AS 


CLARKE COUNTY 
‘RACIAL INCIDENT 
JUNE ?, 1964 


SHOTGUN FIRED FROM WHITE CADILLAC AT 
NEGRO BOY WALKING ON LOWER MADISON 
AVENUE NEAR INTERSECTION WATER STREET, 
ATHENS, GEORGIA 
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On July 20 


was intervie, ALE cence, 
by Special ignite ROBERT MICHAEL KANE and eke 
During the course of this interview, advised that. <* 
he had learned aed 
ynat an incident occurred, specific date unknown to- ae 
im, whereby a local Athens Negro boy was walking in the direction L- 
f his home, on lower Madison Avenue, near the intersection of "% 
Water Street, when a White Cadillac with an undetermined number of... ae 
occupants drove alongside and someone in this Cadillac, not further 
described, fired a shotgun at this unknown boy. This boy was’. | +2 
reportedly wounded by one of the pellets from the discharge of Str =: 
the shotgun. He advised he had no further ormation concerning 
this incident, and suggested that CD .ou1: havs. full 


d-tails concerning this. 
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at Athens, 9 


This investigation was conducted 
ation furnished t 
nus, “VCUrgia, regarding a Negro youth who was ren gpg 
toward his home on lower Madison Avenue near the intersect: 
cf Water Street when a white Cadillac with an undetermined’ 
numtéer of occupants drove along side and a shotgun was e5e 


fired at the Negro youth. stated he o 
Could furnish fell - 
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wae... sed he has no kncwleage cs 
ths shesting of a Negro youth in the area cf lewer 
7exué End Water Street, Athens, Georgia. 
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HOME OF 

ON OUTS NS, . GIA, 
FIRED INTO BY OCCUPANTS OF ONE OR 
MORE AUTOMOBILES 
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On July 2c 26 £ 
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was interviewed at his residence, 

by Special Agents ROBERT MICHAEL KANE and 

the course Of this interview, 

mately one month ago nemb of the NAACP in the Athens arsa. 
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while asleep in his residence, with ris be 


and baby, which residence is located on basinal out- 
skirts of Athens, was awakened by the noise of rifle, shotgun,  -..-~«> 


and pistol fire into his residence. gp stated that . RM 
reportedly observed one or more automobiles departing the  .“*= 
area Of his home. | | 


stated that after he received the initial informa-""*% 

tion, he attempted to determine further facts regarding this . 
shooting, but in contact with and 
he detected reluctance to further discuss the incident. bo. 

He advised that he heard through undisclosed sources in 
the Negro Community that the shooting into the (residence 
may have been prompted by allegedly being present | ‘ 
at the barbecue stand loca at corner of Rock Springs and _ ‘: +z. 
Hancock Streets in Athens, said barbecue stand allegedly being a ~ 
meeting place for local Negro males and local white women who 
are believed to be dating Negro males. He said that in his way 


of thinking, if those facts were true, that i “2° 

present at this barbecue stand, it could very prompted 

the local militant Ku Klux Klan members to attempt to fire into ‘ Same, 
home. ' | Do 
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| stated che shestioe oY occurrinre o- 
first . 4 ay z 3). >4 ohie not nvc . 
bus his oxvn son 


advised: 
“voles ALS SON, was ther: residing ir: the Kappa Alpha 
ae 2P&58 crvity home on the Danielsville Rees 200nsee cn the -. 
Wstelktirss of Athens, Georgia, heving moved in ce we : 
rrevtoune, He knows of no shoctin vt Sort, ints the 
rssicense of his nephew's home, 
+ E2% dseés net rsssi : . > 
aS in Atheng, Georgia end has dived 4«t tnts 
res.ucuse for five years. 
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At the time the siiaitidiins into scr's homs to ox 

Slase, she first Sunday in May, 1964, alee: eec thet 
r2e8 son, his son's wife and child were asleep. The shootirg - 
Gcsurrsd approximately 2:30 a.m. on that Simday mozsming. Trs 
ehuo>bing was reported to the ClarksCounty Sheriff's Off Tiss. 
Hs edvised no cne was injured, there were r:0 witnesses +5 tr. 
erocting and no cars were observed leaving the scene of the - 
svating by his son. . 


wae: unable to explain what provoked th: 
sh-oting oO. son's residence. He advised thst 
wss =I own by him to be a Salber cf any Negro orgenisay.si. 
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He further advised that his son has never been savseeich 
and known by him to have been involved in any disputes 
reg white pecple. He further advised that he did — 
St know if ever dated any white girls. However, 
he advised 8 son, together with three or 
-four other Negroes former rated a barbecue stand on 
ths corner of Rock Spring and Hancock Streets. Ccntinuing, 
stated that white girls used to eat in this barbecue .-.-. 
and that the possibility exists that Gated = ao eta: 
cue Gf these white girls. He advised that was unable "7 
to cot to admit to dating these white girls. iu. “pees ie 


stated that his sen is no ) longer scopaekes 
wath the Darbé-cue stand and is currently emplove 
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: Sheriff HLT. HUFF, Clarke Gounty Sheriff ts office, 
was uzable to locate any record of a shc “7 incident 
into the residence of 


Ashens, Georgia on the first Sunday in May, (: 174 


7 a: ° ag b: 

WEIN Cter2 County Police, nc 

Courshouse, recailed. answer @ call with his partszer,- -°°°3 "= 

aaasinin iad during the first part of May, 1964, at .. = ins. A 

° r Phi fraternity house on the Danielsville rete’ 
Read. on the outskirts of Athens. Upon answering this 


é call, GD advised that he noticed bullet holes in the 
.Lfreterraty nouse.. He stated mc suspects were developed 
48 a result of his investigation and that no reccrd was 
wets Of this intident at County Police Headcuarters. He 
scvisecd the fraternity house ir: which wae living = 
was losatsd approximately two miles nor: he interzesticn 
cf Highways 29 and 72 on Highway 29. “ Sybae 
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—— interviewed at 
=. ens, Georgia, at ch time ee fo. 


At approximately 3 a.m. On the first ‘Sunday ry May 
1964, he was asleep and his wife had just returned to bed after’. 
having fed the baby. His wife awakened him to ask what the *“ ae 
noise was and while she was asking he believed he heard one 22.5% 
skos fired which he remarked was probably a backfire froma ..... 
motor vehicle he heard going by. About five minutes later- ee 
Khe egain heard the sound of a motor vehicle going by tas he AT eee 3 
and then heard several shots which he knew to be gunfire i a 
&8 Well as bullets strike the house causing him and his wife = 
ts get down on the floor. He estimated he heard 20 or more °°" :>*:. 
' ghots fired and waited until the sound of the mstor vehicle. .. 
* faded away befsre he looked cut of the window ard eaw noth=: neo 
; He advised he never saw the vehicle involved cr the 
cSs3supanss of the vehicle and that there Were ro witnesses %5 
the sh-ating. He offersd no rsassn or explanation for the - 
aiu.ssing into his home. He had been living at this residence : 
fer only a week and this residence, losated on the Danielsville 
Road, was in both a white and Negre néeighborhocsd but the houts2 . 
re widely separated. el 


WED = 2+02 he has never been involved in ry 
previcus incidents with white roe and further advised tr. 
he belongs to no Negro organizations AS the me cf the 
shooting he was employed at ths 


—_—7 formerly had an interest. in Adehan's Food ae 
Sexvice, a barbecue stand, located at 1294 West Hancosk Stix rees, igs 
together with four other Negrses. He advised some white rt 
girls used to frequent this -barbecue stand to eat and sit ar rong 
or.i talk to Negroes. He stated he never datsd any of omg | 
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your egency; it end ite contents ere not to be distributed outside your agency. = | 
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white girls but that other Nercroes 
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identivied these two Negroes ar 
persnrers in the barbecue stand. 
che te girls as being 
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= and Negroes that ever occurred at the barbecue 
etaz:d while he was associated wath the business. 
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It was the opinion of that the few white ere — 
girls who frequented the barbec might have been ~*"3 “= 
7 responsible for the shooting inetaeek into his former ...-- 

* ypesidence on Danielsville Road. He also stated-that on © aii 
one occasion two white girls were reportedly caught in bae | 
an automobile with two. Negroes by people unknown tc hin. Pel tl cee 

- He cauld riot furnish the identity cf the individuals 
roportsdly catching the two Negro males with the white - 
*girls. However, word got around that _the txo Negre maics 

Be ys. the two white girls were in 2 1955 

cx Chevrolet Impala. He stated shav & snhcoting 
t= 344 eét might have been caused by this misunderstanding, 
that is, that kis car was used by Negroes in jating white 
girls. 
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CLARKE COUNTY 


‘RACIAL INCIDENT 


JUNE 22, 1964 


KENNETE ROBERTS; SR. , ORMOND, 
‘FLORIDA, COMPLAINED HE WAS FIRED 


AT WITH SHOTGUN ON BROAD STREET, 
ATHENS, GEORGIA 
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a3 The following inventina tion was conducted by | 
Special Agent JACK B. SINFO on duly 16, 1964: 


| Litiaia te till employee, Athens, Georgia, ee 
Department, search of her records with respect to 
shooting incidents happening recently in the Athens area 


and advised that she had located the following complaint: 
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On June 22, 1964, KENNETH ROBERTS, JR., of 27. 
Briggs Drive, Ormond, Florida, 60 Apartment 2W, complained — 
that he had been fired at with a shotgun on Broad Street in 
Athens, Georgia. The time of this complaint was 11:45 p.m. 


a WED exp 12inee that she was able to locate.) = 
this repor ving recalled it and that in order to make ‘is 2 
a thorough and complete search for matters of this kind | 

+ She would need names of complairants or victims. She agreed ees 
to be alert for any similar type cases advising that she ae ee 
would be happy to cooperate in furnishing this information | 


to the FBI. 
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1964, as follows: 


“LLEWELLYN KENNETH ROBERTS, Jr. and his wife, ELLON, 
27 Briggs Drive,.Ormond Beach, Florida, advised that_on- 
the night of June 22, 1964, while visiting Mrs. ROBERTS‘ 
mother, Mrs. DIMPLES. REYNOLDS, 95 Parkview Apartments, 
Athens, Georgia, between 11:00 and 11:30 PM, decided to 
take a drive and get a milk shake, ROBERTS and wife 
traveling in 1962 yellow Opal station wagon, bearing 
1964 Florida tag 8D7785. They were driving west on 
Broad Street and had just passed Broadacres Apartments 
when ROBERTS decided there was no place further west 


where: milk shake could be obtained. He then turned around .. EE 


and headed back east on Broad Street and was approximately 
735 feet from the project.when a shot was fired at his 

car. ‘At first he thought a tire blew and immediately 
stopped. He then realized that shot pellets struck 

the car. He rolled up the window on drivers side and 
shoved his. wife forward to the floor. A second shot 

was then fired, additional pellets striking car. Interval 
of approximately five seconds between shots. Sixtyfive 
pellets struck the left side of the car, Majority striking. 
in area just above and in front of left rear wheel. 

Four pellets imbedded slightly in left rear tire. Inspection 


of car disclosed that pellets struck metal and glanced upward .. 


toward the front end of car, It would appear that gun was 
shot from a prone or kneeling position. ROBERTS immediately 
dréve to Athens PD and reported incident. PD indicated 
shooting at ROBERTS‘ car took place in same area where 
three white males had one week previous discharged 
shotgun into a colored apartment house shooting out the 
eye of a colored boy. PD allegedly arrested three white 
males responsible for this shooting. A policeman told 
ROBERTS that one of the white males arrested was . 
traveling in a small station wagon when shooting ssiuret. 
ROBERTS was manager of small loan company in Athens, Rad gi 
Georgia, and resided at 190 Waverly Court for four years. _ | 
prior to moving to Florida, four months ago. He is unable: 
. to recall any difficulties or racial matters that could have; 
precipitated any attempt to murder him, From ROBERTS’ * ee 
apprerene pellets striking car possibly no. 8. or. 9 shot? i lieu 
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CLARKE COUNTY 
RACIAL INCIDENT 


JULY 4, 1964 


ELDERLY NEGRO COUPLE STOPPED TO 
ASK POLICE OFFICER, ATHENS, GEORGIA, 
DIRECTIONS TO ATLANTA WHEN HOWARD 
SIMS, WEARING GUN, WALKED UP AND 
SAID, “YOU HIT 29, YOU BLACK S.O.B. 
AND GO BACK TO NEW JERSEY WHERE YOUR 
COME FROM,"" CECIL MYERS, ALSO 
WEARING A GUN, STOOD BY; ALONG WITH 
SOME OTHER MEN. 
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The following Ssvestiantion was conducted by Special 


Agents JACK B. SIMPSON and CLARENCE A, BROM: 


July, 1964, an elderly Negro couple had stopped him to ask  - 
directions to Atlanta, Georgia. said that while he was 
giving this couple directions, HOWARD SIMS had walked up, 


cursing the Negroes, and telling them to — back up North 
where they belonged. 


. On July el, x _. Athens Police * + 
Department, Athens, Georgia, adv that around the Fourth of ~ <== 


. WD saia that he inform: SIMS that he did not 


= Fee 


SSS oe ae 


a SOR eo 


Tree SES. 


' —s 
“ass Fy 


appreciate this type of remark, and that SIMS subsequently bres 


apologized. 
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On July 23, 1964, Patrolman GERALD FLANAGAN,’ 

~ stinecs Police Department, Athens, Geo > was interviowea =~ “a 
~elasive to the incident on July +, 1964, wherein HOWARD SIMS «. 
made remarks to an out-of-state colored coupls who asked’. “3 

Ser directions atAthens, Georgia. Patrolman FLANAGAN furnished 
o.2 following signed statehent: 
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"I, Gerald Flanagan, make the following he 
volu:tary statement to Clarence A. Brom whom I k:cz 
to be a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of | 
Ifivestigation. I have been advised that I need 
roy make a etatement and az’ statemo-% - - mate 
may Lo used in court in cozection with 
official iz:vestigationr. 


“I am eaployed as a patrolman t:y the Athens, 
Georgia, Polics Departmen at for the rast seven routines. 


"or, the evening of July 4, 196 while on official 
duty ou patrol with I was owe 
flagged Cowan by an aiito on Meigs Svu., near Newto:. St. ba 
A middle agec Negro man and woman driving a red é::3 : 
wnite Olidsrobile asked for directions to Atlante, 

Ga. 


"Howard Sims who was standing on the comer ~~~ 
with a.gra:p of atow 12 cther men walked up to 
shis car ard looked at the rear license plate. He 
tien walkei up to the drive: ané s&it, "You hit 29, 


you black 8.0.B. and go back to New — where you 3 
came Irvm.* - 


"The only other person from this grow witt. et an 
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I recognized was Cecil Myers who walked up but did 
not say or do anything. Both Sims md Myers had guns 
strapped to their sides. 


~"I do not know the identity cf this Negro couple 
o> the .license number of the car they were driving. 


ie /s/ Gereid M. Fleragan 


’ “yitne ssed by: 


+ /8/ Clarence A. Brom, SA, F.B.I., Newark, N.J., 7/23/64 
-/2/ Jack B. Simoson, Sp. Agent, FBI, Atlanta, 7/23/64." 
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CLARKE COUNTY 
RACIAL INCIDENT 
JULY 4, 1964 
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10. WATKINSVILLE, bee 
GIA, ACCOMPANIED BY DIANE PAYNE, : 


LINDA PAINE, AND BOBBY GORDON, ALL Or 
ATHENS, GEORGIA, CHASED BY THREE WHITE 
MEN WITH GUNS IN WHITE STATION WAGON, 
IN] ROB WALKER'S DRIVE IN, ATHENS. 
HOWARD SIMS POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED AS 
SPOKESMAN FOR GROUP, POSSIBLE 
IDENTIFICATION MADE OF CECIL MYERS 
AND DENVER PHILLIPS AS ACCOMPANYING 
SIMS. 
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The following investigation was conducted by <=: <x: 

— Agents JACK B. SIMPSON and CLARENCE A. BROM: 9 292°: «34.03 
On July 16, 1964, Patrolman GERALD M. FLANAGAN, 

273 Chatooga Avenue, Athens, Georgia, of the Athens Police 

Department, advised that.he located his notes relative ve + hes 
the incident wherein some Negroes were being followed by ~ 
. white men in a station wagon and stopped at a service 
station on West Broad Street approximately July 1, 1964. 


He stated the Ne occupants were in an automobile driven 
> of Watkinsville, Georgia, and : 
accompanied by DIANE PAINE and LINDA PAINE, both of 


235 Hawthorne Street, Athens, Georgia, and BOBBY GORDON of 
164 Hawthorne Street, Athens, Georgia. Patrolman FLANAGAN 
.8tated that a call was received from Mrs. ROB WALKER at ROB 
WALKER SERVICE STATION, West Broad Street, Athens, where the 
Negroes stopped, stating that they were being chased by white 
men with guns in a ‘white station wagon. 
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GERALD FLANAGAN stated that he and 7 
i sattiil responded and upon arrival HOWARD SIMS was in 
white station wagon, along with either two or three - 
other individuals who did not leave the station wagon and — 
whom Patrolman FLANAGAN is unable to identify. SIMS left 
the station wagon and acted as the spokesman stating that 
the auto had improper license plates. In check with .... 
FLANAGAN ascertained chat Sc just: 
ed the auto and had a receipt for proper license ‘ 
plates, which he had not yet affixed to the car. -No charges ae 
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BOBBY GORDON, 164 Hawthorne Extension, Negro: nie oe fe ee : 
August 22, 1942, was interviewed —— 17, 1964, at which tine he ~ Saat 


eee as follows: ee 
: a8 fears gti a BS Pee Se 


On July id he was riding around Athe AS ACS 
with nis cousin —— with DIANE PAYNE and-LINDA & 
PAYNE in ord, Ww ch had Sear ‘the. digw ~- 
before. : eS TN ers Giviuat 

at approximately 9:30 p.m. to ‘lo: 00 p.a., GORDON stated a 

- that he and h anions were heading toward Bridge Street bee 
to pick up si that as they preceeded down Broad 
street in Athens they passed the Magnolia Filling Station which is * ns 
located next door to Guest's Garage. | “ones” Pag 
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GORDON said that he noticed a group of men standing: “403 
front of this station and that they were armed with pistols on°”™~ 
their sides. 


GORDON said that as he and his friends drove by, three : 
of. these armed men got in a white station wagon and began follow.” 
ing them. He said that the man who got into the back seat of 
this station wagon was armed with a shotgun. 


GORDON said that when he pulled up to a aver light, the 
aan in the back seat of the following vehicle would hold up a 
shotgun. GORDON said he and his friends became frightened and © 3 
pulled off the road at Bob Walker's Cafe on Broad Street. de saic 
that the white men followed them in the station wagon, pulled up =~ 
behind about five car lengths distance and sat there. GORDON 
said he figured these white men were "Ku Kluxers cause you don’t 
see anyone standing on the street with guns except Ku Kluxers 
and police." 


GORDON said he went inside with his friends and tit .:; 
boy whose name he did not recall contacted the police. GORDON said*== 
that he stayed inside the restaurant awaiting arrival oF the police ~ 
and that two officers responded to the call. | th 
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>; According to GORDON, he eupisisise to the 
had happened. The officers checked the tag on autonob: ems 
advising him to purchase a new one and indicate was all 
right to go on; that they would have no further trouble with the bac 
white men. | 


-* 


-. 
o a 


“GORDON recalled that the man with the shotgun wore a short-.... 
Sleeved sport shirt with “blocks in it™ and gray pants; that he was ee 
taller than 5°10" and possibly 29 to 30 years of age. He said — a 
other individuals had dress pants and dress shirts on. He could :; 
not otherwise describe them further. : % 
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7, ey: =... LIPDA PAYNE 245 Hawthorne Suteasion, ‘Menta. ‘foun 
age 3° burn August 28, 1950, Sth grade pupil at the Lyoni 
Junior High School, was interviewed on July 17, 1964, at, 

which time she advised as foltows: 


- . atts > 


On thie Fourth of July between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 ae 
p.m., she was riding with BOBBY GORDON and 
her sister, DIANE PAYNE, in blue and white bee ee 


Ford automobile. 


At some time during the course of the evening's 
ride, Miss PAYNE said it was decided to go to Bridge Street 
to pick up a friend. The group proceeded. _ 
toward Bridge reet and upon passing the Magnolia Gas *' t gh 
. Station, East Hancock Street, she noticed approximately ceentch 
* armed white men standing in front of the station. She said - 
she noticed that some were wearing pistols and others had 
shotguns in their hands. 7 
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Miss PAYNE stated that as she and her friends 
passed by she saw three of the white men jump into a white 
station wagon automobile and follow them. She said that she 
noticed that these men had on guns and had guns in their 

hands. She said she looked behind as these individuals 
began following them and said to her friends, “Here comes 
some Ku Kluxers,.™" She said she thought they were Ku Kluxers 
because “they had guns and were after us." | 


Upon reaching Bridge Street, Miss PAYNE indicated 
he and her friends did not stop to pick up 
Yee they were frightened and were being foliowed. 
that ‘every time they stopped at a red light, the- 


man in the rear of the white station wagon would "raise up 
with a gun." | 


Miss PAYNE stated that her sister DIANE, age 18, 
and she were so scared that they hid on the floor in the back | 
of the car in which they were riding. She said that they | 
proceeded to BOB WALKER's DRIVE-IN, .jumped out of the car ~~ 
and ran into the restaurant. The men who were following Pn aan 
proceeded up the street, turned around and came back, park- 0 +S 


ing in SOB WALKER's lot. 
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a Miss PAYNE said that the lady in charge of Bob* aide 
Walker's asked them what was the trouble and that she .% 
replied, “The Ku Kluxers are after us." She said the 
lady then remarked, “Well what did you run in here for?" 


- Miss PAYNE said that a boy named JESSIE, whom 
she could not otherwise identify, called the police and 
two officers appeared at the drive-in. 


Miss PAYNE said that upon arrival of the police,’:. 
she saw the driver of the white station wagon get out OLX ee 
the car; that he was wearing a gun and he talked to one of | 
the police officers. 


_ Subsequently, Miss PAYNE said that the police 
talked to her and her friends and asked if they had been |. 
“messing with the men." Miss PAYNE said that she and her 
friends told the police what had happened and that the 
police then informed them of the improper tag being dis- 
played on =a automobile. 


Miss PAYNE stated that WED: ocuced evidence 
reflecting that he had just purcha e car and that the 
police then released them to go about their business. She 


said the police informed her that the white men would not 
bother them further. 


Miss PAYNE recalled the man who had gotten out 
to talk to the police was of medium build, wearing white 
shirt and dark pants and about 6° tall. - Aside from this, 
she could not otherwise describe these individuals. 


Miss PAYNE said that she did not have any infor: 
mation relating to any similar incidents and that no such . 
incident has happened to her before or since. 
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Ze. DIANE PAYNE, 245 Hawthorne Extension, age 18 
August 13, 1945, employed at 119 Parkview, was intervieve 
July 17, 1964, at which time she acévised that on July 4, 
she and her companions, BOSBY GORDON, 
her sister, -LINDA PAYNE, were riding aroun or: 
11:00 PM and that they went pasta filling station located” 7 “ba 
next. to Guest's Garage in Athens, Georgia. : 
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She said, "I saw a heap of men with Guns, ee ee re 
and guns. on their sides," standing in the general vicirity . 
Guest's ee: 
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She said that as she and her companions passed in ~:1:2. 
oe three men from the group in front of tHe 
: e jumped ‘nto a white atation wagon with gure in hand and" 

, drove after then. 3 , | 


Wis 


bee Miss ‘PAYNE Said she waS mo scared that she got dcwr 

‘on the floor in the rear of the car and that ore cf the rer. 
in the vehicie following them waved a gun. She said she was 
too scared to look back and that they immediately proceeded to 
Walker's Drive-In Restaurant. Miss PAYNE said that she and 
her friends ren into’ the restaurant and were too scared to - = 
go out: She geaid someone’in the restaurant cortacted the | 

~ police; that theyarrived; questioried the group; made some 

_ comment about an improper license tag and ther informed her 
and her eae 2 to go about their busis ness. 5: 
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Mise PAYNE said she could not sarcotcmede bade of these 
individuals by name or by ee 
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7 DIANA PAYNE | 
"es coats.cted August 3, 1964, for details concerning when she * if? be 
feen the shotgun in the incident of July 4, 1964, in Athens, Ga, [ay 
Sr2 ee furnished the following signed vee som cen | 
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“I, Diana Payne, make the following voluntary. 
statement to Jack B. Simpson and Clarence A, Brom 
whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 
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"y -have beer advised by Mr. Simpson that I reed © 
uO. make this statement and if I do it migkt be 


sine in court in connection witt an official 
i:vestizgation. 


“Y am 17 years old, live at 45 Hawthorn 
Extension, ard I have a “10th grade educetion. 


Zs 


"O. July 4, 1964, I was riding vith (67 e pee a 
Bobby Gorgon. ani my sister a9 ee 


J@ uround 10: 00 Pu. a 
“When we passed the Pest Office and meensihen 
Service Station in Athens, we ast some mer 


etarding near the Magaolia Staticn and they all 
bad Eunse 


; “One nan had a shotgun in his haad and the rest 
vf them had guns on their sides. 


“Three ren in a white staticn wagon ae us. 
I saw.one of the men on the passenger's side cof this 
car get in with a shotgun. This was a cut down shctgun. 


“zy next saw the shotgun after we ran into Rch , 
Walker's Drive Inn on W. Bread Strest. We were scar<di. 
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“After the polices came to ‘the Drive fen, I sav 
— the white man on the passenger‘s side of the white | 4 
station wagon get out to talk to the police. When ©” 
he got out, I saw him put the shotgun on ‘the car seat. 
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We were frightened by these men ) and were glad 
when the police arrived, 
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"Y cant say if these men waived the shotgun because meee 
I was .too scared & was hidden on the back floor of. the . ue oe 
car while riding to Rob Walker's, 3 SS Spas 
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"At Walker's I saw the men sitting in the car 
Sitside at the filling station but I didn't lcok out 
all the time, I was scared. 
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"y have read this three page that are true 
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“Witnesses: Jack B. Simpson, Sp. Agent, FBI, Atlaatea, 
Clarence A. Brom, Special Agent, F.B.I., 
Newark, N.J., 8/3/64." 
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PAYNE ka 


2h cwed by three white males dn a white station 
wagon on July 4, : } 


1964. ao 


is stated that he recalled that on July 
&, he an cer FLANAGAN had answered a call to ROS 
WALKER's Drive-In in Athens. The original | c211 to this ee 
location concerned a request tc check a 1953 Fard at this | —" 
location, which was allegedly tearing an expired license Sas. ae 


GED states that pricr te the arrival he rememberzi 2 

second radio call instructing him to check with a colored . -§ 
female az ROB WALKER's Drive-In concerning é& complaint about 

- some white, men who were following her with a shotgun. 


~ 


ae stated that he did ut remember tle nanes 
of the NeBro con vielnants 2n.this matter; however, he hea . 
iis tructed his partner, Officez FIANAGAN, t> ~«2-ri the ers 


eri adcresses, emi that this hed been done. indicated that - ss 
Officer FLANACAN could supply the se names from nas ncetexcck. 


| Vpon arrival at ROB WALKER's 
interviewed a Negro female, name rot re 


staved that ke bo 
ea, and that -she . nee 
is2 pointed out to him HOWARD SIMS and two white males ina -**?.* 
whlts station wagen, indicating tle t these were the men Whe 

were following her and who had waved a shotgun. 


=e stated that he recognizei HOWARD SIMS ..« Be 
exit thet Spcwe wien SIMS; hewever>, rone cf these white. 


. males got out © automobile in which they were riding. Ls ere. 
Conseqventiy, said he did-rot see the shotgun, and, in De 
fact, did not looz for one. Pre 

said that HOWARD SIMS told him tle aeneee had 


arivea b SIM3 and his group were having a meeting and 
bated — B omething at them. 
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On 102i foh__« —Athe>n, Georgia File fan a57a708_ . 
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your egeacy; it end ite contents ere act to be distributed outside your agency. | | - BTR 
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arrived and had spolzsn with” 
‘instructed SIMS to let the law handle this matter, 
had agreed with this decision. SIMS and his group | 
left ami the Negroes left for their homes under anSCEUOULONS - 
t& secure a proper license tag in the immediate future. - 


said he é4d not investigate the -4%':.cas 
allegation W men were fcllowing these colored éndi- 
Viduels due to the fact that he kmew SIMS and was aware of 

* SIMS being a Klansmar. 


ogg = alsc indicated that he was present on abcut 
a same as the above incident when an elderly Negro : 
is had stoopec him to ask dizecticrs to Atlanta, Georgia, 
said that while he was givins this couple directions, 7 a 
WARD SIMS had walizsd up, cursing the Negroes, and tdiing - .. me 
ee : 


sea Men 2 
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them to get bacx up rorth where they telongedi. 


| seid that he in’omed SIMS that he did rot 
eppresiete this type of remark and that SIMS —— 
apulcgized. , : : 


Gp»: asked if hesculad remember anything concern- 
Lag, the evenirg of July 10; 1964, and he advised that he mey 
rave gone to the anon House Restauray.t for coffee, as is kis 
usval custom; however, he get cff at midnight July 10, 1964, 
end did not jember seeing SIMS or aryof his group eat the 
Open Howse. 
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itiattieasd Athens, Ge-rgia Police sailiintlieas advised 
on July 27, 1964, after viewing a group of 24 photographs, Ab - 
in his opinion the individual white men inro)]ved in an: epg ig 

at Robb Walker Drive-In on July d, 1964, were as follovs: 


= i Positive identification of HOWARD SIMS who. 
acted as spokesman for the trio. 


Possible identification of CECIL MYERS as 
the driver of the vehicle in which the 
white men were riding. 


Possible identification of DENVER FHILLIPS 
as a eee in this vehicle. 
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Aside from the above, a: arnisned fe . us 
- further infcrmation relating to this incident which was ret ~: 
sis tossed furrished to the FBI. 
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ss On juy 23, 1964, Patrolman GERALD FLANAGAN, . ates 
Athens Police Department, Athens, ."s » was interviewed 27. > 
relative to the incident-on July 4, 19 wherein four “= > 
“colored individuals complained of being followed by three fer: 
white men, one of whom was waiving a shotgun at them: 


am 


"I, Gerald Flanagan, make the ‘following | 
voluntary statement to Jack B. Simpson whom I kiww 
to be a Special Agent of the. Federal Bureau of 

Investigation. ; 


"I know I need not make a statement and af 
I do it.may be used in court in connection with an 
official investigation. 


“—- am 25 years of age, live at 273 
Chatoora Ave. and have been on the Athens Police 
Force sor seven months as a patrolman. 


"with respect to the incident of July. hth 
when sy partner QT 2 I responded 
a call at Rob W r's Drive Inn, I have examined 


a group of twenty-one photcs but can only identify 
Howard Sims as one of the three men who were 


alleged to have chased two colored couples with <« 
shotgun. 


"I am unable to identify from photos show 
me the other two men with Sims on this occasion. 


. "I have read these two pages and find them 
rue. .. , : 


= 


/s/ Gerald M.Flanagsrz, 


On 7/23/64 ot Athens, Geargis— 
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-t- Mr. ROBERT WALKER 820 West “Broad Street, ; 
Georgia, advised. that he. and his wife “sag businesses at “4 
820, 830 and 840 West Broad Street on U.S. 29-78. Raiere 


Mr. WALKER said his wife operates the restaura:$S — 
and he operates the service station and that they lease a par" 
bershop in adjoining buildings at 820, 830 and 840 West Broad 5:29: 
Street... Mr. WALKER stated he has cperated businesses at. this 
location for 3l.years, and has operated a service station for 

17 years. He said that in the past and at present, the WALKERs * 

do business. both in the service stati on and restaurant 2th.~ ) 
travelers passing on U.S. 9-78. Rue Seat TIP ge 1 aS AE . 


Mr. WALKER was asked if he could furnish any infor- “=“i 
‘aneien concerning. the incident involving two colcred couriles 
who ran into the restaurant on July 4, claiming they we: 
chased by white men in a vehicle. 


M>. WALKER stated that he was nct working % 
ad could furnish. nothing relati:g to this incide: ase 


Mr. WALKER agreed voluntarily to have rhetog=srhs 
takex of his establishments. 


i Athens, Georsija 
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in Mrs. ROB WALKER, Walker's Drive-Ir Restaurant, :-820) 

West Broad Street, Athens, Georgia, advised that. on the righ 

of July 4, 1964, between 10 and 10:30 p.m., “our Negroes, . 
oo and two men, rushed into the drive-in restaurant cla S hein 

e ‘Ku Kluxers are trailing us". Mrs. WALKER stated that shes... « 

then asked the two couples, "What did you come in here for": #33" 
She said she did not want anything to do with this matter. 2h TRS 
Mrs. WALKER said she locked out and saw three men in a white  “~— 
station wagon sitting at the service station next door, which ~~ 
station was closed, at the time. She recalled that a boy ~ -~.>* 
named a customer of the drive-in, had gone cout to 
the phone booth and called the police and that the police- — | 
had responded. She said she saw one of the white men get |: <<. 
out of the station wagon and talk to the police, however: she> <a" 
indicated she had no idea as to the identity of these ir.diviicalt™ 

. Mrs. WALKER said she was scared to death and “if the Kiuxers’*” ~~ 
-had come in my frortdoor, they could have had. my place cause bat Ss 
I would have been going out the back door". Mrs. WALKER s2ic. 
She was very excited and did not wish to get involved and that .. 
she has never had a similar incident at her drive-in before. 
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Be 3 Asice from the above, Mrs. WALKER :ould furnish rc. . 
further information corcerning this matter except to say shat 
apparcentiy the police had resolved the difficulty because the 
two colored couples left and the white men drove away. 


Mrs. WALKER said that she had orly lcoked cut the 
Wwondow end consequently could not identify th2> white meies West 
Bsates in the car nor could she furmish any descriptive data. — °° > 
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+ Mrs. ROBERT WALKER, 830 ¥ West Broad street, “then a 3 
Georgia, operator of. Walker's Drive-In Restaurant locatea at ee 
830 West Broad Street on U.S. Highway 29-78 in Athens, approx =e 
imately 5/10 of a mile from the Trailways Bus Termizal, ~ == °* ow 
advised that numerous tourists, both white. and. colored, come = ail 
a vO Walker's pa a while passing through ers: or 
orga. B28 


Mrs. WALKER indicated that she has sold foud to- ‘ 
traveling individuals and more particularly, has sold such Res 
items as sodas, potato chips and a . both to colonedirs = 
and white travelers who pass on U.S 


> ee > 
Mrs. WALKER stated that on the night of Jaly 4, when a 

the incident occurred in front of her restaurant i: nvelying 1 ty be ae 

‘colored couples, she was too excited and scared to look oxt and. eae 

does not know if the white andividuals in the automebilse out- : 

side the drive-in raised a g; She stated thst aside 

from the colored couples and who was in the 3 

restaurar.t, ske could furnish ro ramss of cther cnicckers du 

ing the evsning. 
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advised that on J 1964, en at Rob Walker's "3 
Drive-In and had seen two Negro couples who were frightened .. 
because they were being followed by some white men in a whe 


white automobile. 


E . ~~ - . _ | 
. . ’ = ‘“ . “~ «. E* - 
@ . tel “gg Ts. <a gt E 2x ee. _ 2 TAL : 


d he noted that the man in the bac 
this white car was wearing a pistol and consequently 
. Said he called the police because the couples were too 
to go vutside to the phone booth. 


white men and could not describe them in any detail nor could .22.% 
he describe the vehicle in which they were travcling. He’’ss14°™ 
the police did respond to his call and he did not hang arour.d 

, to watch what had occurred. 


Aside from the above said he would not be able 
‘to comnent “further concerning this incident. 
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a" ei - of July at about 10:30 p.m bie 2 
she had been at Rob Walker's Drive-In and that upon arriving # ) 
there with her child and two others she noticed two colored 4 
males.and two colored females inside the drive-in. She Bald. we 
these two couples were extremely excited and were making me 


remarks to the effect that some white men in a white automobile 
were SOLLOWANE then. 


. 5 ead on 
said she looked out the window of Rob So wit: 

Walker's Drive-In and observed three white men sitting in a white | : 

vehicle at the service station next door. Stk.e said she did ‘ 

not go outside and could not otherwise describe these men or: 

the car and indicated she was frightened, particularly since Fy 


had three small children with her. 


aetedtal said that she stayed irside Rob Seer. 
Drive-In until the police had arrived and until she felt it : 
was safe to leave for home. Po 


5 Aside from the above she was unable to comment further | 5 
cor.cerring this incident. : 


On 7/22/64 on Athens, Georgia 
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_ JAWES RANSFORD, Accistant Chief; Athens, osensins RE eras. 


Police Seite was interviewed at-his residence, 156 Gicve-.; 
Street, telative to the incident of July 4, 1964, when twe ree 
colored couples had run into the Robb: Walker Drive-In 


complaining of being followed by three gun-waving men in a 
white car. 


Chief HANSFORD indicated that he recalled this 
incident, hav en called to the scene by Officers . 
FLANNIGAN and sometime between 9:00 and 10:00 PM on 


On arrival HANSFORD said he called HOWARD SIMS 
from the white automobile and noted SIMS was accompanied by 
CECIL MYERS and another white male, whom the chief did not 
recognize. HANSFORD said he spoke with SIMS and that SIMS 
complained that the colored people had yelled something. 
at him as aaa passed bys. consequently, he hac followed then. 

Chief HANSFORD said he questioned SIMS specifically 
as to what the colored pecple were alleged to have yelled at 
him, and under questioning it was obvious to Chief HANSFORD 
that SIMS was trying to create an incident. Chief HANSFORD 
caid he tol” St¥S that he was headed for trouble if he . 
persisted in this type activity. 


Chief HANSFORD was asked if he could identify 
the third person in this automobile from a photograph, 
and he advised negatively, stating that he had not really 
locked at this person and had not lcoked in the car since 
SIMS had approached the police car fer their ensuing conversation. 


Chief HANSFORD said no arrests were made, that Sims 


a 


ané his group dispersed, and the colored individuals went on home, ~ 


Aside from the above, Chief HANSFORD indicated he - 
could furnish no further information relating to this incident. 
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Special Agents and 
regarding the incident of July 4, 1964, n four: 
Negro youths were followed around Athens, Georgia, . 2 oa 
in an automobile by three armed men in a "white 
station wagon, 


On July a7. 1964, Di2aNU FAYNE and LINDA PAYXE, 
245 Hawthorne Extension, and BOBBY GORDON, 164 Hawthorne 
Extension » were shown 25 photographs, which included _..... 
photographs of HERBERT GUEST, JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, CECIL . 
MYERS, DENVER PHILLIPS, DOUGLAS MYERS, GEORGE HAMPTON. . 
TURNER, . PAUL STRICKLAND, “THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE, and 
JAMES LACKEY. . 


BOBBY GORDON and DIANE PAYNE advised they could 
not identify any of the photographs as resembling any of 
the white men who followed them in the white stationwagon,. 
LINDA PAYNE selected the photograph of HAMPTON TURNER 
and stated he resembled the white male, who got out of 
the stationwagon and talked to the police, 
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was interviewed at his residence, agi 
which t furnished the following information; . ee 


On July 4, 1964, he went to Athens, Georgia, ae Se Aa 
in his 1958 blue and white Fairlane Ford, which he baa“: “gg aa 
acquired secondhand on July 3, 1964, Vehicle is now = 0° 
bearing 1964 Georgia License J=- 1709. Purpose of - 


es 7 ep Georgia was to see his girlfriend, 


| “Arriving in Atinniiil ove by his | 

cousin's place, BOBBY GORDON, 1 horne Extension, » 

where he picked up GORDON. and GORDON's girlfriend, 

DIANE PAYNE and also DIANE‘s sister, LINDA PAYNE, 

He then started to his gitltri::4's regidence on Bridge. -- “ing 
- Street. En route, he passed by the Magnolia Service Station ,'s Sow :: 
cael in Athens. While passing this service station, - ..... 

noticed eight or nine white men, some of whom °° >= 
| strapped to their waist, standing in the station | i % 

yard. As he passed,the station, he noted that three of S 


these white men in the service station yard jumped into 
a white stationwagon and proceeded to follow hin, 


Several blocks away WEED toppea at 
BOB W. °s Cafe in an attempt to get away from these 
men. In the cafe he told the operator that three white 
men in a white stationwagon were following him. He . 
_ advised that someone in the cafe, name unknown, then 
called the police, , 


A police car arrived containing two police 
officers, one of which went to the white stationwagon : sts. 
parked in front of Walker's Cafe,to engage in a conversation. HS 
with the three occupants of that car. The other officer. .. sist Paes 
came into Walker's Cafe to talk to ED ac his “Sptee 
companion, .9r : : : | 


The officer to and his be: ¥ 
i ee ae » asked or his drivers license, * ae 
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stitial aie produced. (i then told the officer about the 
three white men in wh stati onwagon that had followed them * 
fromthe Magnolia Service Station on U IS 
the cafe, The officer then noted that 

improper license.on hi&’.1958 ‘Ford; : 

‘the officer the fact that he had just. the 1958 Ford 

the day before and had not had an oppor to obtain a. ...- » 
proper registration for the car, advised that the Rares 
officer then told him to get a new .for the car in his name ={*; 
by Monday, July 6, 1964. © . . sa eae oe 


Pes Sever saw anyone of the three white men 
in the white s —o that was fvllowing them get out of L 
their car, Ics 
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et bere re gn a group of 25 stibbetiatiiiney. 9 containing - 
the photographs o T GUEST, JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, CECIL MYERS, om 


DENVER PHILLIPS, DOUGLAS MYERS, GEORGE HAMPTON . TURNER, PAUL sche 
STRICKLAND, .THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE and JAMES LACKEY,’ without ._.. 
effecting “any. identification.of .these individuals with the three 
white men in the white stationwagon that followed them on 

—— 4, 1964, 


was . sh any ormation concerning the 
of Lt. Colonel LEMUEL A,' PENN on _ ll, neue 
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7 The following canes statement was fae bra x 
JAMES S. LACKEY relative to his participation in the July 4; 


1964,--incident involving two Negro couples at Bob Walker's - 
Drive-Ing 
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“Athens, Georgia 
August 6, 1964 


“y, James 8S. Lackey make the following - ESRI IS 1 
voluntary statement to Jack B. oy and 32S Sree 
Clarence A, Brom whom I know to he Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

No threats have been made or promises 
extended to me to make this statement which 

I have been advised may be used against me in 
cuwurt. I have been advised by Agent Brom 
tuat I may consult with an attorney before 
makirg this statement, 
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“Ataround 10°2 'P,.M., Saturday, July 4, 
1964, after the Klan meeting, a group of members 
were starding around outside of Guest's Garage 
on E. Hancock 8t., Athens, Ga. when an old red — 
and white Ford with four colored people went by. 
One of the occupants said something to the group 
aithcugh I do not remember what was said. 


“Immediately after the remark Howard 
Sims said lets follow that car and see where 
they will gc. Cecil Myers jumped behind the 
wheel of his 1964 cream colored Chevy II F 
station wagon, Sims got into the front passenger 
seat while I got into the back seat. SIMS had a 
suwed off shotgun in his hands which he was le 
ozf when the car with the colored people came by. — 
asd took it with him into Myers station wagon, 
‘'vers followed the car which oo ntained 4% 
_ two negro boys and 2 negro girls around town and ~~ | 
the car finally pulled into Bob Walker's Drive-in 
on Bread St. and all four occupants ran inside.-. 
I do not recall es Sims pointing the <aieeenle 
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- ft the colored kids but he may have held it 
in such a position that they could see it. 


“While we were following the Ford with 
. the colored kids we could only see the two 
boys in the front seat, but when they 
ran into Bob Walker’s Drive-In I noticed two . 
giris get out of the rear seat and run into 
the piace also. . | 


ere anette 
ai - ° cis As ay sh 


_ ai: £ ane AS Se, “3 2 30 
a 


“YWers parked in the gas - station hie lite 
the drive-in which was closed for the night. We 
made no attempt to follow the negro kids into 
the drive-in but just sat there. The Ford had 
i363 license plates on it and Sims called to 
Athens Police from a Texaco Station down the 
etreet,. , 


“ALout 30 minutes later the police arrived 
and Sims got out and talked to them about the 
license plates on the Ford, The police called 
out the driver of the Ford and two colored boys 
came out and talked to.the police, Myers and 
ZX never got out of the car and did not get 
into the argument, | 


"Shortly afterward Ass*t Chief Hansford 
came in and called Sims over to his car, Siums 
came back to the car and said they just bought 
the car and didn't have time to get new plates 
and that the assistant Chief was letting them £0. 
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‘With that we drove off, The police from . Soo tN 
the patrol car saw that we all had our guns strapped — ie 
on in our holsters and I believe they saw the shotgun | Sl 
which Sims had on the front seat. > | 
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“JT have read this statement of pages & it- 
is true & correct, 


“/s/ James S, Lackey 


“Witnessed by: 


, 


* ~ > ’ 
. 


“Clarence A, Brom, Special Agent, F.B.I.; 
-Newark, Ne Jes 8/6/64. 


“Jack B, Simpson, Sp. Agent, FBI, Atlanta, 
oi | 
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CLARKE COUNTY 
RACIAL INCIDENT 


JULY 7, 1964 


11. Ce 2 Frenson, GEORGIA, 
WALKI G U. S. HIGHWAY 29 WITH 
FRIENDS, STOPPED NEAR EMPIRE MANU- 
FACTURING CO., BY TWO UNKNOWN WHITE 
MALES IN 1964 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 
GREENISH-GRAY COLOR, BEARING GEORGIA 
TAG 66-J-714. ONE OF TWO INTED 
.32 CALIBER PISTOL AND TOLD 
AND FRIENDS TO GET OFF THE STREETS 
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interviewed an r e fo ‘mat. res 
He and his friends were walking alcng U. Ss. 29, =e 

approximately two weeks ago when they were stopped by two... . ...-’ 

unknown white males in a 1964 Pontiac. stated that | 


he did not know these two men but that o + them pointed © | ‘y 
a .32 caliber pistol at a his friends and told them 


i’ . as . be , , , ° 
A” SPY, +t, ASS A . 
_ . " 
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TORS 


to get off the streets. described these two men as 
white males, one approximately 30 years of age, the other 
approximately 38 years old. . He said he coui?i give no 
further description of the men, but stated that the Pontiac: 

. was a Grand Prix and greenish-gray in color. He stated also. 

- that the license tag number was 66-J-714. Wa 2120 said 
that this incident took -_ on U., S. 29 nen e Empire 
‘Manufacturing Company. advised that n:thing further 
happened arid that he and his friends dispers::d from the ~. 


immediate area. 
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ag me eC 1964, he and 
along with seven other Negro boys, were wa eet 
from Glenwood, the Negro se in Winder, Georgia, } S a 
towards the downtown area. stated that in front cof @7ee 
the Empire Manufacturing. Company, a 1964 Grand Prix 


Pontiac 4 up with two men therein. ‘One of. them.was ap —. 
a special policeman’and the other, whose §=—s=-».—Ss*> 
‘ not know, was driving. These men told them’ > 


to go hack $6 Glenwood and stay off the streets. He stated 
| he toli these men that they were going into town 
: ieee 2s" a .38 pistol and told him for his own 
: © ret.irn to Glenwood. 


, Gm - advised that they did mct go into tow bo 


trou retumes to their section and that nothing Zurtner 
Levelop2ed from this incident. 
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CLARKE COUNTY 
RACIAL INCIDENT’ 


JULY 4, 1964 


UP OF TEENAGE 
NEGRO CHILDREN, FOLLOWED BY TWO 
WHITE MEN IN WHITE CAR BELIEVED TO 
BE 1962 PONTIAC BONNEVILLE, ONE OF 
CEILDREN IDENTIFIED PHOTO OF HERBERT 
GUEST AS RESZMBLING- ONE OF MEN AND 
ANOTHER CHILD PICKED PHOTO OF THOMAS 
EDWARD FOLENDORE AS RESEMBLING 
DRIVER 
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stated that on July a, 1964, ‘he ‘took 
a group of teenage Negro children to the Sacred Heart Camp ~ me - 
on Hellican Road, approximately seven miles north of Athens. 


The children e camp during the day for a picnic ° a 
and games ond a xa ve Ati=nta and returned ... Sm 
in the evening to pick them up. ee that ne.; ae 
‘left the camp at approximately 9 p.m. in a station wagon «+x: , 
belonging to the church and drove to Mc Donald's Drive-In - Bs “ 

on Prince Avenue in Athens, Georgia. He stated that with him: woe 


- din the car at this time were two Negro 


- bo all teenagers. The 
ee: Athens, an 
> names oO wo boys. He ed that after patahabine 


sandwiches and milk shakes for the children at Mc Donald's 
Drive-In he left at approximately 9:30 p.m. to drive them . 


home. Ag _t sere leaving the drive-in parking lot he was 
told vy cia that a group of young men in a sie 
white Pontiac were looking at him “very hard." He stated he 
then observed a white automobile following him and because 
‘he feared for the safety of the children did not drive them .. 
directly home but instead continued to drive around town | 
for approximately 15 to 20 minutes. During this time he 
observed a late model white aitomobile, possibly a 

Pontiac following them for this entire period. After 3 
approximately 20 minutes d following them and 
he did not see it again. es «2-3 he did not 
know the occupants of the car an fact did not see them . 
well enough to recognize them if he should ever see then 


again. 
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above eadress, M sivised bees 


ae See ellows: a ae 


On July “4, -:, him and other.” " | 
youngsters to @ camp outside Athens. On their return quring* a Be oe 


the evening hours, shortly te ey hed stopped fora - a 
milkshake in the west part 


they noticed a white ail 
car following them. When 


got to Bridge Street = 


' So let out one cf their group, he decided not to do so 


because of the car following, and went back tc town. On 
the cowntown streets in Athens they iost the car following, 
‘but later it wes again behind them. They subsequertly. 
trove to a seryriAce etaticn cn Broal Street, Athers, and the : 


gar following them etopped as he street for afew <> ~=07H 
mm.te3; and then left. ee the cer followed ae og? 
them fcr anous tairey nin e Gescribed the car following age 
them as a four coor white (heavy car),about 2 1960 manufacture. © 

He s82i¢ there were four men in the car, all white, none of 

whom were known to him. He described them es avout 35~4C 

yeers cf ege ené indicated that he Gic not get & gsod iock 

et ther. ) 7 a 


ED 2-2 observing photogrephs of suspests ... aks 
THOMAS F LACKEY e2id they do not appear to ~~ ska 
bs the men in the waite cer that followed them cn July 4. 1964. 


On Juiy 20, 1964, 
“7273s, Georgia, age "qh interviewed by 
inte presence of his mother, 
sae gs, ecvised the following: 


He wes retz the camp on July 4, 1964, ae al 
“with the others an mn: car as about 9: 30 p.m. rib re 
He said he thought Uf. @ car started following them et igi 
an ice cream stend in the-west part of Athens. He said he . anges K 
-@id not see much becaus had asked them to ee 
down, but did remerber t © have been 2 1962 white ae , 
Bonneville. He said he saw two white men in the car but 

does not recall having seen them before or since. =. 
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3 namnal was firm in his description of the }”s - 
car and was e to identity accurately other cars picked “™ 
oat at rancom om the street. | ee 


| A een upon observing photographs of suspects 4 aie 
THOMAS. F RE and JAMES LACKEY esid he couid not tell “ll 
whether these were the men followi-g them on July 4, 1964. 2 


Se Secretary to Executive Directsr, 
Athens Hous “CHnIPLey, 9 Waddell Street, Athens, Georgia, 


edvised SA cn July 21, 1954, that they have no o-- 
: e housing authority. She ssid that 
treet Avartments, Athers, Georgis, was occtupie 
unti? July 20, 1964, when she left. 
Da Lt »who has a dauzhtar 
0243 Riven lorvarding adcr<-ss as 
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"viewed her home in the oe = hers | 
ia SE 423 


=. oe 2 eee het okt 


She stated on July 4, ‘1964, ‘she eam .. “the: “aie 


‘Heart Camp north of Athens, Georgia with a group of Negro i;6 ae 


children for a picnic. She stated she that evening 2 
at approximately 9 p.m. with and drove to , nee 
Mc Donald's Drive-In on Princ n Athens. Also in the 82% 


car was age 15, who es in the Broad Acres ..... 
Apartments, age sho lives ae 
across the stree rom » and 

who lives in Madison Heights, of whom are egroes. “ae 


ft 

e stated when they he drive-in she ane” aeons 

Ce +": inside with +O purchase sand~-3x5 4 
wiches an k shakes. She sta ve @ waiting in line ~~ “*¥rr 


» she noticed a white man staring Ph pag hard” at them. She ~. 
described this man as approximately “ho yeare, 5'11"-6', 
heavy-set, light complexion, red face, light brown hair. 
parted on one side, dark brown eyes and wearing a long 
slecve blue plaid sport shirt and khaki trousers. She stated. 
this man preceded them out of the restaurant and after 
going outside she saw this same individual standing next to 2 
a white automobile talking to a woman and a little boy. She _.....: 
stated that they left shortly and as they left the parking --* 
lot she noticed that they were being followed by a late 
model white automobile being driven by the same individual.° 
Also vith this unknown male were two other white men in the 
front seat of the automobile. She stated this car followed —. ea 
them around town for approximately 20 minutes before leaving ~*- "2% 
them. mite 
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She stated on the following Sunday, July me 1964, es 
after attending church at St. Joseph's, as she came out she . 
again saw this same man sitting ina parked black pick-up “Sed Ts 
truck which was parked on Pulaski Street at Frince Avenue. =~, 
She stated she told her father who was with her that it was 
the same individual who had followed them the are he before. © 
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WD stated that if she were to ever see this 


individual again or a picture of him she would be able to. “3 
positively identify them. 


She stated that approximately three months ago 
she participated in a demonstration of NAACP members in 
Athens, Georgia. She stated that she was not a member 
of the NAACP but was actually demonstrating as part of a 
church group but to prevent any possible reprisals against 
the church those persons from the church did not so a ee 7 
themselves but merely walked with the NAACP members. She...“ .'.. 
stated at this same demonstration there were a number of 
Ku Klux Klansmen demonstrating but that she does not : 
remember seeing the man who followed her on July 4, 1964, 


as —— in the group. of Klansmen. 
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furnished hisiitehienieat 0 are . in sd to that ~ dcmehee: 
furnished by her to Special Agents of the Federal Bureau” ere Es 
of a on sto i>. 2 1964. | Boe Le. 


gn 
of HERBERT GUEST as bearing the closest likeness to the 


man who stared at her group at MoDonald 's Drive-In on 
Prince Avenue in Athens. fae a : 


She further advised that she believes she saw 
the man in a car which came by her house about two weeks 
. ago with possibly four men in the back seat -and three men -- 
. in the front, all of whom were white males. She advised 
the automobile was a 1959 white Chevrolet and had Georgia 
+ License 84-628. 
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- - he following sstizgation was conducted by: 
- Special Agents and 
concerning the incider nere .and four 
Negro teenage children were obi oy a white male 
while a ae McDonald's mvectn Restaurant on 
_* » 1964, and thereafter followed by an automobile. ™ 


On July 28, 1964, ee contacted ge 

the Department of Motor Vehicles, Georgla State Capitol, 9 ~:~ 

_ Atlanta, Georgia, at which time he determined that’ . 9 ~@_ 
1964 Georgia License s issued on February 17, — oe 5% 

» 1964, to one Comer, Georgia, for use - |= 
on 1959 Ford om oor sedan, Vehicle Identification _ - 
Number C9-AG190787. : fed 


Street, Athans, Georgia, an b ‘s 
Heights, Athens, Georgia, were shown otographs, rf oa 


which included photographs of HERBERT GUEST, JOSEPH HOWARD 
SIMS, CECIL MYERS, DENVER PHILLIPS,. DOUGLAS MYERS, . GEORGE 
HAMPTON TURNER, PAUL. aseeiieniaes THOUS. — POLENDORE, 
and esaaes LACKEY... 


This was tn an effort to identify any of the 
& who followed them in a 1962 white Pontiac. 
dvised he could not identify any of the | 
persons whose photographs were shown to him and did not bo 
think he would recognize any of the white males who followed ant 
them if he should see them again. 


Ee. advised he could not make a positive 
identification of any of the persons whose photographs he... 
observed, but picked the photograph of FOLENDORE as resembling 
somewhat the driver of the car. | aed 
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CLARKE COUNTY 
RACIAL INCIDENT 


JULY 7 - 8, 1964 


HOWARD SIMS, JAMES LACKEY, AND 
HERBERT GUEST, ALL ARMED, IN WHITE 
STATION WAGON, ALLEGEDLY AFFORDING 
INVESTIGATIVE ATTENTION TO PROWLER 
COMPLAINT BY MRS. JAMES LACKEY, . 
CAUSED ARREST OF re AS 
A PROWLER — 


ae 
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<<) RI oc ne snes, 
pee ia, P rtme resides ° iil “tS > 
in Athens, advised on July 13, 1964, Nera at <> 
member of the force for the past eleven months. Attain 


~ 


He further indicated that although 9s 
he is not an integrationist, he in no way condones violence. |-*= 


\ aaeneeeiemaiaiell stated that about 12:10 or ee 
1-35 aem., July &, 1964, while on patrol duty with tes 
a they received a call through the poli YAG10. . ~ ss 
© GUEST's garage located in the last block on East : 

» Hancock Street. On arrivai at the garage, HOWARD S 

present, along with two or three other people, von i 

does not know by name, but whom he recognized. One o e 

individuels, name unknown, owns and drives a 1962 white 

Chevrolet. Chevy II Station Wagon. He described him as about 


thirty to thirty-five years of age, 5'9" to 5'11" tall, and 
weighing about 165 pounds. 


On arrive], 7 stated that SIMS complained 
about a Negro prowler aroun 15 First Street. in Athens. 
He stated this prowler was around there for some time, and 
earlier that evening was shaking the back door of 215 First 
Street, which was latched. SIMS did not know the name of 
the prowler or furnish a description of him. He, however, 
said that he had a tag number of a car that was circling the 
block from about 9:00 that evening to the time he made the 
complaint. He indicated that this car may in some way have 
a@ connection with the prowler. SIMS wanted the police to 
go out and arrest the owner of the automobile bearing 
the =e number, which he had in his possession, but which 
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he did not. relate at this time. MM then .2-->. «4h 
told SIMS to go and: speak to eadquarters 
as he was the senior officer on duty. t this: point, SIMS be 


told to "go peddle your dominos", and indicated 

that group would handle the problem themselves. The . ae 
conversation was broken at this time with CED contin- soe 
uing to patrol. - 


During the patrol, said he and — 3B 
made a trip through the area rst Street, and Se 
subsequently they observed in this general vicinity the L 
wi lcte\Chevy LL Station Wagon occupied by what he surmised Fe=: 


to be the same group, whom he had previously spoken to -: =.-<3 
at GUEST's Garage. pions Sag. 


At about 1:45 a.m., July 8, 1964, he received a 
radio call that the prowler was back in the neighborhood 
of 215 First Street. He referred to the police record, — 


which reflected that this call was made b A LACKEY 
and ERMA RUTH MYERS of 215 First Street. and 


were about eight blocks from the when the Vou: 
call came through, and arrived at the scene about | 
three minutes later. Upon arrival, JAMES LACKEY was 
standing in the front yard of 215 First Street with a 
pistol strapped ‘to his side. Mrs. LACKEY and Mrs. ERMA 
MYERS were sitting on the front porch with the porch 
lights on. 


LACKEY told i a =: ee * he re- 
ceived a call at his piace of emp nt, Peoples Oil 
Company, on Oconee Street, from his wife that someone 


was trying to break into the house. He stated that he 
was “checking out" for the night, that he had placed 
proceeds from the day's business on the counter, and 
did not respond immediately to his wife's call, fearing ° 
to leave his money unattended in the service station. 
LACKEY explained that since he could not leave the .-- 
station immediately, he called"“the shop" and asked if 


 “they"would go u place. During the conversation =p" 
between Officer nd JAMES LACKEY, the Chevrolet: 
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Statior *:¢on occupied by HERBERT GUEST, HOWARD SIMS, 
and two other men arrived at the First Street address. - 
Either SIMS or GUEST was driving the car. HOWARD SIMS 
upon getting out, made the s ment =e "You 
beat us for a.change. pan coco: eee as » who 
Claimed he was staked out earlier in the neighborhood 
in an attempt to catch the prowler for details, and a 
description of the prowler.. SIMS told him that he -saw 
a "nigger" in the field in the rear of the house, who ~~ 
ran down the field, and SIMS believed he was still lo- : 
cated there. i aieeenilll and Ga checked the back 
oor, Bf well as e surrounding area, but could not 

gee any evidence of an attempted break-in. There was 
no evidence that anyone had walked through the grass 
to the back door, as was claimed by complainant. : 


WED 2cvsccc that in addition to LACKEY, 
the individu rriving in the station wagon also had 
guns strapped on their sides and indicated a desire to 
search the area in the vicinity of 215 First Street. 


stated that he personally felt that . 
these individuals were " Looking for trouble" and “had 
overstepped their bounds." 


a .:: asked if armed individuals were 
noted frequently in the community, and he said that’ it 


. was his information that each of these persons had a 


Sa ae eae 
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legal permit to carry firearms. He indicated that these 
permits had been issued through the Ordinary's Office. 


| We... .-: that subsequently during the 
evening,on the basis of his prior instructions to SIMS, 
SIMS ‘had contacted (iii and had discussed 
with him the situat ving this alleged prowler. _ 
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oath (....- that although he was not 
resent “rpérently SIMS had at that time furnished 

7 RE details relating to the license plate 
° vehicle seen in the vicinity of First Street. 


mat eee rently CD bad acted on this 
information, resulting in arrest of a Negro male, 
named (FIRST NAME UNKNOWN) : who was apparently 
incarcerated in the local oc e," 


Ra 


Sg 


Estes 


stated that subsequently he returned 


to GUEST 's 
that the group had oversteppec 
. ictal bourds 30d Ssnould break up the evening's activi- 
. ties. said he was assured that the group in- 
tended "going to cook a steak." 


WR <*2 << that in his opinion the entire 
evening's activ s did not “quite jibe", and that he 
considercd some of the facts related to him to be very 
vague, He referred for example to the claim by the com- 
plainant that someone had attempted breaking in the rear 


door of 215 First Street, yet investigation had failed to ba. 
substantiate this allegation. 


Cp: 1: stated that LACKEY had made the 
second complain ndicating that he could not leave his 
place of business, yet was on the scene at First Street 
prior to the arrival of ond who were . 
only a few blocks away, upon receipt o e call over 
the police radio. - 
reise that the group had intended 
creating incident although he indicated that 
this was strictiy his personal opinion, based upon what 
he had seen and heard during the course of the evening. 


: : a: described SIMS as a man extremely Bien "2 - 
difficult to ta with, who was prone to high emotions, :.ijc:.igtes 
and little subject to reason. — Met Se 
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was asked whether or not he had seen 
or “spoker with any members of this group subsequent to 
the shooting of LEMUEL A. PENN on July 11, 1964, and he 
responded negatively indicating that the last occasion — 
on which he had spoken to any of the persons referred to 
above was on the night of July 8, 1964. ay 
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innaiine ation was se saikne ial SAS” 
lila at Athens, 
Georg a, 0 a Jaly 1964; | “ei 


Ss sad that on the evening o i y it 364, 
bar was open until 1:00 A.M, . He recalled therevere sucbhtmatole: ee 


50-75 people enjoying the facilities of the bar, and he cculd MET 
not recall anyone who was inebriated or obnoxious there involved. om : 
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in any racial matter discussions. ial oa” 


ae advised a guest of the post, one [es Es 

—_— bad recently been chased by three white men whc ree 
ts with guns. They reported him to the police and nN 

he was incarcerated ove nt in the Athens, Georgia Police - 

Department Stockade. ee he 

the specifics of tke inc ut dces recall 

cf the incident in general terms. He stated ¢ 


formerly resided with his mother on West Old Braad 
in Athens, Georgia. 
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At LLMOR he ‘seities 

, Athens, Georgia. cal. 

fondeyv. July G&. 196: finishec wor cup layaeie: 
Athens, .at S:; 
advised he wei arectiy to t acsther‘'s at: 

for a visit and ister visited 2 ~* 

at his home on Derby Street. <Se Jert 

some at approximately 11:30 P.€mM. and went directly, 

Oo Eis girl friend's home at 7 

....- . He gave his girl ‘friend's nake a 


Ce SS a ee pumhtietinindeente ecialenel natntenn-teerdiakandledincaboias Aes e* 2 


oe — acvised that after a2 Bort ‘visit to. ais <7 
; inh frienc's Ede, left at approxigately 12:30 A.M.:con suly Meee 
7, 1964, and drove in the direction of his hone. Be recalled*.= ae 
that when he was rear the Chicopee Mescfacturisg Corpany Plant: 
on Broad Street, he came to a stop sign and rade a full stops er: 
He cut in frort cf this automobile coming dow: Ist Street “>< 
toward the stop sign. He cut in frezt of this automobile, drove sdown 
té Water Street, and then up 3rd Street to Wat ser Oak Street,: these. 
location of his residence. Wher he rulled into the driveway,-a~ 
Solid white 19€3 or 1964 Station Wagon with three mn in it. Ee 
pulled in tFehind kix. They sat there for tkree nirctes wi:ile == 
he remained ir &%1is own car, aad thea pasese ‘aney and deft « ieee 


6 6% Pee 
-- ‘@ fe ‘# serewee 


. Or: advised be entere! bis apartnert .° 
and abo:t ten or fifteen rinutes later the three men retrrned tesa = 
going directly to thre womas in the azartmer* czext door to hia 
and asked Ler the identity of the person wie drove the Ferd... 
She told them it belonged to the fellow next door i 
recai.ed they came to kis door and asked hig Songs? 
e driver of the car, to which te respo=ied that he was, sana . 
_ thea seked him where the two mer were that Le let out of his car... 
"Be told them that he did nct have two men in the car all evening; 
that he had bes= sae bet bis girl friend, at.d te put the porch 
light on and supsers t sould be the best tiing if they heed 
his residecce. 
wore gun belte 
on their coats ae 
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He described the unknowa men as follows: ..,.. 
Unknown Male Number 1 
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Did all of the talking and was approximately 35 years of ‘age; ae 
were the other two — men. | bse 
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Race : White 

Height | . ae 

Build Heavy Set 

Clothes : Wore green crants such as those 
worn by garage employees. | 
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This individual wore his gun and hcJster on his right. 
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Unknown Male Number 2 
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ce Wi:ite 
Height 6‘3° 
Ruild : Medium boll 
hore Approximat: ly 35 years cf 22:0 
Clothes Wore brown «colored Roysl Crown: 3: 
Crla uniicrn. 
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Tinis individual wore a gu2 and holster in ea ecrcss- 
draw position con his left hip. , 
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Unknewn Male Number 3. 
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Race Write 

Height S5'11" — 6° 

Build Heavy set with a gull case: i - 

Age Approximately 35 years cf age -... 

Clothes Wore a white and blue Perri re 
Cola unifcrn. ES 
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He stated that the three individuals left his re sidence, Ss 
returned to tke white station wagon, and drov=2 off within 2 Pak r- 


matter of a few mirutes of just knocking on bis door. Lie 
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He recalled he went to bed and appro-inately 20 
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minutes later he was aroused by two Negro . pc:!icenen frer. = 


the Athens Police ent, whor. hit acquainted “2 
advised | ey hadac mu, but did not. - qj 
know the reason why. He went with the two Patrolmen to the =~" | 
Athens Police Department Stockade, and upon er:tering the P-lice ' 
Department noticed the same three men who had -ontacted hir: 

earlier (unknown men number 1, 2, and 3), learing against 

the white station wagon observing the patrolme: and himse):. : 
fhey made m statements and merely watched the entire proceedings. «i... 
He said that he ncticed the three men were noi armed at tiis . 


time. 


CD =: he was not bocked on ary specific ¢>.arpe 
but merely was put intothe jail and was not seercted. He | 
stayed in jail from 1:30 A.M. on July 7, 1964, urtil 11:02 A.M., 
July 7 64, when two detectives narod ‘chonetic, 
and (ohonetic) questioned hin. ey azzed him what had: 
happen and who had been in the car ¥ith him the previous 
evening. H= told them no one had been in the ‘ar and that +e 
hag been at °.3% cirli friend's -hsuse until 12:7"'. Tuey ca! let 
his girl frien;, at her place cf i. loyment and 
verified this, ar. tu y thereaiter said tic: would have to 
let him go. They warned him not to ¢rive aro..d residential | 
areas in the futice and not to be considered «5S 3 prowler. ile 
repeated that he had not been prcwling but hac been at his 
girl friend's house until 12:30. 


WEED. «150 that he ccould pretshly identify the =. 
unknown men Sy puotograpa cr in persc2. | meee 
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Departnedll P andl ed that on the n 


he was on dutv from 4:00 p.m. 

assigned “o ps‘rol duty with 

JR. Adous midnight, they received 2 r 

to Guest Garage on East Hancock Street, relative toa 

complaint about a prowler. On arrival at Guest Garage, . 

present were JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS ard HERBERT GUEST, along re 
with two other unknown individuals. SIMS was the spokesman b2. | 
‘for the group and complained atout a prowler around 215 | | 
First Street and wanted a policeman to go énd arrest a 


Negro whom they suspected of teing the prowler. 
a stated that SIMS did not identify the Neg?o, 


cated he had the license number of the eutomob = ? 
erntch the pro«wlex.-apparently was observed riding. =e Reece: &- 
.. t6ld SIMD that, based on his eg me he did not believe .~* 
. they had sufficient evidence to arrest S Negro and told. 
SIMS to get ir. touch with who was in charge 
,of the night. deta: A+ this statement, SIMS hecame angry - 
end told arc to "go 


- peddle your dominos." With that thsy lef > witnout SIMS. 
furnishing them. the license number of the suspected prowler. 


ometime after this meeting, es and - 
had occasion . to patro e area around 


First Street, at which time they observed the 1963 or 1964 
Chevy II, white, staticnrwagon, in the aree with two or three } 
mer. in it. Trey did not stop to speak with them and he 

cannot state positively who was in the car, although he 
believed it was SIMS, GUEST, and cre of the other men ef 

who was at the garage. He further stated that the white *- 
Chevy II statiornwagon is believed to belong to CECIL 

MYERS, or at least, it is registered in his .rame. 


Arourd 1:30 to 1:45 a.m., July 8, 1964 they 
received a radio c#ll to proceed to 215 First Street as - - 
the prowler hed returned to the neighborhood. On arrival at ---: 
the address, re found a man SCAnGIEE in the driveway while. 
two women were sitting on the porch, with the porch light -. «<> 
on. Hé stated the man wes dout 22-23 years of age and of =... _.... 


on TAAN/E4 __,, __ Athens, Georgia 


- SA JACK B. SIMPSON and = Eee 
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“Fa. 
medium height and build. He did not obtain his name. 


? Sho: tly after they arrived on the scene, the 
anite stat.ions wagon drove up with JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, 
HERBERT GUEST, JAMES LACKEY and another unknown individual. 
GUEST was seated'on the passengers side in front and did 
not leave the stationwagon. SIMS and LACKEY immediately 
“salker up to the house from this etationwagon and 

roted that both were armed with mane guns, wnich 
wey had strarped to — sides. 
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* SIMS stated that they were staked out esrlier , thes 
night and relieved the prowler was in the field tehind the | 
.* tdence gad “anted th police to search the ‘area. — 


et ae: :::-: they checked the rear of the ©” 
* house where SIMS and CKEY claimed the prowler:‘was scrat- 
, chang the ecreered door ard attempting to enter the house, 


*pus found no evidence that anyone had been around there 

or that arythirg was: disturbed. -He stated there was no . 
indicatior thst aryone had welked through the grass leading 
to the back door of the horse. , 


WD «22520 that in talking to a woman. 
on the porch, who identified herselz as Mrs. LACKEY, 
he obtaired the impression that she was telephoring the 


information to her husband who is employed at the Peoples 
Gas Station or to SIMS at Guest Garage. He questioned the 
mentality of Mra. LACKEY, stat’ang that she was very 
hesitant to make any statement of her observations t the 
effect that a rrowler wes in‘the area, and when he asked 
her her telephone rumber she walked into the house and 
obtained the-disc from the telephone, which cortains the 
telephone numter, and handed it t6 him. 


«st 0c that SIMS and LACKEY evidently 
had some vers with jin the 
rear of the house while he was not present, in which they. 


ndicated displeasure with the police investigation of Si 
the matter, as when they were: leaving SIMS made the state-- ft FERNS 
mex: they would "go out and cook‘up some steaks." -* ‘3% 
aang. stated that JAMES LACKEY is a regular ae 
of the Group, including JOSEFH HOWARD re HERBERT ._ >: 
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Guzst, CECIL MYERS, and other who prowl around the city, = =: 
at least thre: or four rights a week, during which time all 
_are'carry' g guns. He stated at least nine out of ten . 

‘times they ‘are observed riding around in the 1963 or 1964 « 
white Chery II stationwagon. On several occasions he has. 
seen them in Giest's black Cadillac. Most of the time 

they are observed either at Guest Carage or at the Open > 

‘ House Restauramt on West Hancock Street, or in front of 

the Varsity Restuarant on Broad St: eet. 


He has frequently observed them driving arcund j 5 
the streets of Athens as late as 3:00 or 4:00 a.m. 


emmenendl stated that he has no information 

..me>. ANY O1 Utbhe:ie Individuals are involved in’ the recent . 

. shooting of Lt. Colonel PENN outside of Athens, but states’ 
he would not put it past them as invidivuals who carry 


*guns and ride 2a-sou.d with them as m:csh as this group does 


is-"up to no good” and in his opinion will sooner or later 
‘use ‘the guns. 


He was very critical of. the Ordirary's Office in 
har.dling the issuance of gun permits, statirg that anyone : 
who has fifty cents in his pocket :-can get a gun permit. 
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| - The following inve stigation was conducted by Special” 
poraiver JACK B. SIMPSON and CLARENCE A. BROM: .-. | 


On July 15, 1964, 
Police Department, Athens, Georgia, advised VIE v' 
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Around Midnight, July 8, 1964, he received a ‘oc 
call from gt ) cee who evidently was at GUEST'S GARAGE on’ 


Hancock laining about a prowler on First Street ih ~*~ ““oam 
Atvhens. stated that JAMES LACKEY's wife had ~ ...)~ 2:2 


evidentl er husband at the PEOPLES OIL COMPANY : me 
where he is employed, or to GUEST'S GARAGE about a prowler at Lb : 
her home, 215 First Street. SIMS indicated that he had been 2% 
in the area and on checking, obtained license number of an oo as 
automobile which he suspected as being driven by the prowler. *~“-° 


STAatLec gh: he ad Spe ‘chet — — 2 
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where they were to obtz ne Gdetvaiis concerning this. prowler. 
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' Shortly thereafter, HOWARD SIMS, JAMES LACKEY, and 
PAUL STRICKLAND came to the stockade where Leen was 
stationed, and again complained about the p er. At the 
time, they had a license number in the name of 
as being the Negro who was observed near 215 F e 
stopping his auto, getting out, and whistling. Shortly there- 
after, two male Negroes came out of the bushes, got into the . 
car and the car drove off. said that this was 


the allegation made by S§S e had been staked 
out in the neighborhood. 


tion, but was released the follo 
charges being filed against hin. oe Yeney were . i : 
unab bstantiate any allegations o er or ay ee ‘ 3 
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had picked anyone up. He stated that : 
ves in. that area, and normally drives on that street to reach : 


. "Tw ™ ~~ "Ww sr 
» a” ‘* 


yo wy we “ 
a ‘ ‘ ; “y _ 
it ts Spee 
, . > ocd 


© 
> Ai 


s* 


pane SOE 


wv “ear & .: cw 
> ca? _d _¥ - eo” a | gh 7 oe ‘ * Vea vd ; Pd 2. ¥ ce » y ¥: $F m ¥ 4 not. wee 72x. 
. ° : 


Steer a Si a SET ETERS IE 


. 
~ 


'¥- 


. 


FD-362 Qev. 1-25-66) 


it Age =—_—e 
A ee 


ah 


oa 4s Mae ; 


ee y 
ea 
et his ase al ercioyvre:t. Wa 


; Athens, at which time 2 
“a Vlewed & group of lt Shotcnrenbe . This grcup included ~ 2” 
photographs cf GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER, THOMAS EDWARD POLENDORE, og 
CECIL MYERS, DOUGLAS MYERS, BEREER? GUESS, JAMES 5. IACERY, . ae 
DENVER PHILLIPS, PAUL STRICKLAND and HOWARD SIMS. =. - + 
stated he was positive that none of these: 
individuals were identical to the men that came to his 
residence during the early morning hours cf vJuly 7, 1964, 
and wro he later saw at the Athens Police Devartment Stcckade. 
He stated the irdividcuals that had come to.his home were > gs 
"three other pecple®™ and that he could Btill ids aonaty thsze ~ Sie ien da 
people should he see them again. 
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y ‘He dic identify the photcgraphs cf CUSST and PHILLIPS 
individuals sane were known to him but ke etated he had. had 
’ ~e personal contact with these persous. | ae 


ena cdvised ke had x.ct been tareatered oe hos 
Ctherw.ee Intinidatea not to make sn identificaticn in this il 


wetter. He stated he was not afraic of anyons inekebing ae 
murmers of the Ka Klux Klan. 3 vee 


‘ee ae , Athers, Georgia 
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Post. 


a: In reference to the prowler incident at the resider. 
of JAMES LACKEY, 215 lst a Athens Gecrgia, on the early ‘st f= 
morning.cf July 8, 1964, picked photographs {from an Cn 
group of 24, cf HOWARD SIMS, DENVER PHILLIPS, and JAMES LACKEY hn. the- 
viduals who .came to .the stockade after the arrest. of:2.:, 
.whem they had accused as the suspected prowle>.-. or 
stated that was arrested by two colored... 
and that neither » PHILLIPS, nor LACKEY ml 
or even viewed him.at the st:ckade. 7 
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CLARKE COUNTY 
RACIAL INCIDENT 


JULY 10, 1964 


14. CLARENCE S, ELLINGTON, NEGRO, 
INSURANCE SALESMAN, JACKSONVILLE, 
FLORIDA, DRIVING HIS CAR, WITH 
FLORIDA LICENSE PLATES, THROUGH 
ATHENS, GEORGIA, ABOUT 1:30 AM, . 
7/10/64. ABOUT 5 MILES OUT OF ATHENS, 
NEAR INTERSECTION OF HIGHWAYS 29 AND 


72, CAR PASSED HIM, FIRING SHOTGUN 
AT. HIS CAR | 
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RE SHOOTING OF ELLINGTON CAR EARLY 
MORNING HOURS JULY 10, 1964 a 


communication to the Bureau and Atlanta on...... 
July 12, 1964, the Charlotte Office advised as follows: °. =: 


ec 

"On July 12, 1964, CLARENCE S. ELLINGTON, 4s yeer - = 

old Negro male, employed as insurance salesman by Afro- . - = 

ee Life Insurance Company, Jacksonville, Florida, advised® 
as follows: 


| "While on vacation trip to Chicago was returning sae 
to Abbeville, South Carolina, with wife and two children a ate 
‘ in 1962 Oldsmobile, beige in color with Florida license - ite 
plate. Passed through Atlanta, Georgia, 11:30 p.m., : ‘s 
July 9, 1964, taking Highway 78 to Athens, Georgia, arriv- 
ing in Athens about 1:30 a.m., July 10, 1964. While driv- ~*™ 
ing through Athens saw 2 cars, one of which turned off 
behind onto another road and another car driven by white 
woman which was in front of him and turned off in another 
direction. He left town on Highway 29 and just as he passed 
over narrow bridge -saw car come in from his right and in 
back of him. He did not pay much attention to this car 
so does not know if car turned off or is same car that 
fired upon him. About five miles out of Athens, Highway 
29 and 72 fork, it was exactly at fork where his car firéec. =-= 
upon, he noted, as he approached this fork he became aware — 
of a car. close in back, as they turned up their bright 
lights. His wife looked back, but could see nothing due 
to glare of bright lights. ._As he came to fork of Highways 
29 and 72 he put on turn signal indicating turnmto 72 going 
east. Just as he started to-turn onto Highway 72 car, — ‘gna’ 
which was following, increased speed rapidly passing on his | oe “ae 
left and two to three shots fired in rapid order indicating  --- 
automatic gun. At first he did not know what happened but : 
‘heard shot noise and then pellets hitting car. As UnEnOwN . car: : 


_ 


: Swe eee Ee PTA REARS 
~ > ces , Fee Wi Ff: . 4 r~ : pa *~e* ae ‘ 
: y .¥ > a's ~s de ty * & pets 
é .e. ) ee ' “rt 


°~*6 5 
PTF: 5. 
WE NE oe OP EOD Mae OS 
' _ ' wilt." o~ . . = 


+ 
; *«¢ 
. 


SAINT PERT EE LT TL FORE 


continued on Highway 29 one more shot was fired but™ 
since out of range, hit nothing. | 


"ELLINGTON noted.that a tractor-trailer rack 
was behind car which fired-.on him as truck also turned ~- 
onto Highway 72, passed him and kept on going. Recalled 
nothing to identify truck and believed no connection 
between car and truck. | 


"ELLINGTON believed car which shot at Sle ied Meld 
him up upon leaving Athens on Highway 29 or at least. 
about two miles out of Athens cn same highway. Neither 
he nor-his wife saw car well enough or how many in 
car. They are of belief car is black or at leasta - 
dark color with possibly white trim in the middle but not 
certain. He said he did not know what make car it 
was but believed it to be a late model car due to rapid 
speed. ELLINGTON said he pulled off side of road on 
72 right after shooting but no one was around nor did 
anyone stop or come along. He said he continued on to 
Abbeville reporting matter to sheriff of that county on 
the morning of July 10, 1964. He further advised. that when 
Baw report in paper about shooting of Negro Army Reserve 

_ officer at Colbert, Georgia, early morning of July ll 
he believed there was some connection with shooting 
andthis matter since incidents occurred in same general 
vicinity ahd in same manner. He could not tell whether 
attackers were white or Negro or how many but believed 
there had to be more than one since firing of gun and 
acceleration of car occurred at same time. 


"He said he has never engaged in civil rights work, 
knew no one in Athens and never stopped there. Merely 
believes he was picked out because he was Negro and had 
out of state Fiorida tags. He lives and works in Fort 
Pierce, Florida, 2805 Avenue I." | 
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This communication further noted that the car Be a 
described by CLARENCE ELLINGTON was observed at the Abbeville © 
Police Department on July 12, 1964, by a Bureau Agent. It. «= 
was noted that this car had about 50 small round indentations | 


on the lower left front door. The metal was not pierced at 
any point. | | | say 
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Three portions of what appeared to be the inner ~~ wee : 
wadding of a shotgun cartridge were located between 10:48. 
a.m., and 10:52 a.m., by Special aa | 


Georgia Bureau of Investigation, and Spec gen +. a 
a Federal Bureau of Investigation. The ra eee 
ee items were observed lying in a grassy area along the =. 


inner turn of Georgia Highway #72 and U. S. #29. 


The three items were in a southwesterly direct cion wae 
from the left front corner of the Elberton granite marker, .. 2: 


which faces the intersection, which corner was used to measure 
distances. | 


7 *e-* Ions 
‘ ‘ 
A Ae 


Item A, otinen vee at 10:48 a.m., was 11'7" south- 
west of the granite marker. 


Item #2, observed at 10:51 a.m., was 11'O" south- 
west of the granite marker and 17" northwest of Item #1. 


Item #3, observed at 10:52 a.m., was 8'O" south- 
west of the granite marker and 5'4" northwest of Item #2. 


The distances between the items were measured 
by Special Agents nd 
Federal Bureau of inves and custody o e 
assumed by Special Agent 
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SKETCH OF HIGHWAY #72 
U. S. #29 JUNCTION 
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LOCATION OF OBJECTS FROM 
LEFT FRONT CORNER OF GRANITE 
MARKER 
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At Athens, judiegitin. on July 14, 1964, Special. par zn _ 
Agent ROBERT M. ZIMMERS conducted a prels examination ® ~e 
of ‘three items found by Special Agent Geo: 1s 

Bureau of Investigation, and Special Agent $a 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, in a grassy area along the*j- «23 
inner turn of Georgia Highway Number 72 and United States _ 3 
Number 29. This is the area where CLARENCE S. ELLINGTON 
advised his car was shot at while leaving Athens, Georgia, ~ Staae 
at approximately 1:30 a.m., on July 10, 1964. 


eR, 


Item Number 1, described as having been found © ae 
eleven feet, seven inches, southwest of the Elberton ate 4 
marker is a 12-gauge shot wad like those removed from the: 
body of PENN and from the suitcase in the back seat of the 
car being driven by PENN at the time he was anes. ) 


Item Number 2, described as having been found 
eleven feet southwest of the Elberton granite marker and 
seventeen inches northwest of item number 1 is the filter 

+ paper from an unknown brand of filter cigarette. Bem 


Item Number 3, described as having been found eight .../. 
feet, southwest of the Elberton granite marker and five feet, 
four inches northwest of item number 2 is a thin cardboard 
layer from the top wad of a 12-gauge shot shell, manufacturer - 
not known. Wads of this same size were observed by Speetas 
Agent ROBERT M. ZIMMERS among those removed from the body 
of PENN by Doctor LARRY HOWARD, Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
Crime Laboratory, and retained in his possession. No wads of 
comparable size were recovered from inside the car Graven by 
PENN when shot. | 


| above were taken to the FBI Laboratory for additional 
examinations and comparisons by Special Agent ROBERT M. 
— 
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were interviewed concerning the reported sho 
blasts on the morning of July 10, 1964. 


aE advise’ thas Was - 
recalled at least two shots during the early 


morning hours of July 10, 1964. They stated they were 

in bed, but awake and had mentioned hearing the shots 

to one another. They were unable to state the exact 
number of shots they heard other than that it was at least 
two separate shots. They could not pinpoint the exact . 
hour other than to say it was in the early Oat 
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of Inves tigation Agent 


stated that on the morning of July 10, 
1964, he returned home at approximately 12:30 a.m. and was 
still awake at approximately 1:30 a.m., when he heard 
what he believes was a series of rapid shotgun blasts 
consisting of at least two, possibly three, but not 
four, shots. (stated that the sound of these | 
shots came from a point approximately 200 yards north 
of his home on United States ay 29 at the inter- 
section of State Route 72. stated that he did 
not go out of his home and has no idea who may have 
fired these shots. 
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: CLARENCE 5S. ELLINGTON, 2805 | ‘Avenue of by yort® See 
Pierce, Florida, advised that he and his family arrived “24 


in Atlanta, a a from Chicago, Illinois, at about | a gh thee 
6:00lp.m. on July 8, 1964. He stated that his two milan 
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e of his ay 
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During the day of July 9, 1964, he visited with 
his relatives and at aout 11:30 p. M. » net the above 


He stated that when they were driving along © ~~~" 

Mitchell Street in Atlanta about three blocks from the Qapitol,; “°c: 

their dog got sick and they stopped along that gtreet tO let = =-™ 
+ the dog walk around while they cleaned out the Yr. He said - 

they saw no one and thereafter continued towards Athens, .. are 
*Georgia. About four or five miles south of Athens, on Rate eect 

29, near what he thought was Paul's Barbecue Place, they again ™ 

stoppei and let their dog run. At this time they saw no cars  <«« 

and observed nothing unusual. : : 


He recalled, when driving through the Negro 
‘section of Athens, a car came out of a side street with bright 
headlights, but he could not recall if this car had followed. 
them out of town or not. | 


residence. 
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He stated that no other sti ps were made before 
he was shot at. 


He could furnish no additional information : 
concerning the car from which he was shot at. = 
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of Investigation Special contacted the ~**" 
following individuals with negative results on July 13, 1964, | 
regarding shotgun blasts fired at the junction of Highways, ... 
Georgia 72 and United States 29, at approximately 1: 70 a.m. ae , 
July 10, 1964. ee 


S onnemeeeaamaaell Athens, employed. 
at A.Y. W rvice Station, United States Number 29. He’ - 


advised that this gas station closes at 8:00 p.m. 


» and their 
sons, Georgia Number 72, Athens, | 
Georgia. 


<1 Number 72, 


Athens, 
————— 


,» Athens. 


Athens, Georgia 
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On Juiz 18, 1964, in an effort to determine as contact. 
could be established. with someone who had spoken to or known ~*~ 


of a truck driver who may have witnessed the shooting incidext Bea 
involvisg CLARENCE 8S, ELLINGTON at.the intersection of Highways 


23 and 72 during the early morning hours of July 10, 1964, the ~ sai: 


Cllowi2> SS emease TiC duc by Special Agents 
enema ps 


Enpicysees of ali-zigkt truck stozss ard resteurents 


watiin 100 miles of Athens, Georgia, on Highway 72 East were 
, contacted, | 


. 


The sisieeie people who were contacted had no 
piformation bearing on the incident: 


a I: Ss 


Harper Motor Lines, I:c, 
Elbezton, Georgia 


= 


Supreme O11 Company 
Elberton, Georgia 


Favannah Gril 
Route 1] 


Middieton, Georgia 


Store-truck stop 
Abbeville, South Carolina 


- 
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Night Manager waitress, respectively, 
Saluda Trusk Stop, 


Laurenrs, South Carolina, 
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‘The following truck companies were observed on” 


Hig=way 72 East within 100 miles of Athens, Georgia, on 
Joly 18, 1964; : 
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Harper Motor Lines, Inc, | 
Elberton, Georgia ~~ | 
Piedmont Motor Lines, Inc. 
Abbeville, South Carolina 
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Overnite Truck Company 
Laurens County, South Carolina, 
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No one was available for interview at the abovs 
*trutk companies because of the early morning hour in which 
tre investigation was conducted. — 
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CLARENCE ELLINGTON at Routes 29 and At Georgia, 
on July 10, 1964, would have been He 
stated that has the ar ween Athens and 


Atlanta and eves that enerally takes Route 72 
north of Athens in the early mo hours of each day. — 
He stated that Giiggresides eee in 
Elberton, Georgia. . | 


berton 
Georgia, advised SAs anc 

. on July 22, 1964, that he is a driver for Harper Motor. 

- Lines at Elberton, Georgia. He advised that he makes two 

runs a day in a tractor trailer between Athens and Atlanta, | bre 
-Georgia. He advised he usually completes his run and is 
returning to r Motor Lines via Route 72, east of ) 
Athens at about 4:30 a.m. to 5:30 a.m. each day. He stated 
that he would not have been at this intersection anytime 

close to 1:30 a.m. on July 10, 1 which was the approximate 
time of the ELLINGTON shooting. added that he has ; 
heard no other truck driver make any statement which might 
incicate that he had witnessed this shooting. 
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egro, weeds 
male, was shaend ted at the Abbeville Police “Department, ~ ve 
Abbevilic, S-“th es at ‘which time he advised as- oe 
follows: a 
" F He is an insurance salesman for the Afro-American’ J ee: 
Ineurense Company, Jacksonville, Florida, and recently he =: : 
and his wife and two children had been on a vacation trip to” 
Chicago, Illinois, and were returning to Abbeville, South 
Carolina, the home of his wife, on the night of July 9, 1964, 
He said he was driving a 1962 Oldsmobile, beige in color, 
and came through Atlanta, Georgia, about 11:30 p.m. After 
leaving Atlanta he took Highway 78 into Athens, Georgia, 
arriving there on the early morning of July 10, 1964, at 
about 1:30 a.m. He said he did not make any stop in Athens 
and just continued on through town. While driving threugh 
town, there was very little traffic. He ncticed a car in [SRES 
back of him which turned off onto another street in town and .-:. 
also noticed a car driven by a white woman driving in front 
of him and this car also turned off onto another road before | 
he got out of the town. 
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He noted that when he reached Highway 29, he turned ~~ 
onto it and proceeded across a narrow bridge just outside town 
and then out cnto the open road. He said when he got across 
the brids: he noticed a car come in from his right in back-sof 
him tut did net pay much attention. He said after he went 
several miles he noticed a car in back of him. His wife 
turned around to lock tut could nct make out the car or who 
was driving it because of the bright lights. 


He said that about five miles out of Athens as he -...- 
apprcached the fork of Highways 29 and 72, he put on his right_ 
turn signal, indicating he was going to take the right fork. ~. & 
which is Highway 72. He said he began to slow down as he. ee a> 
made the turn and with that the car in back accelerated, PApsGLY 5 
passing on his left. As the car got near his car and abreast . So 
cf it, he heard two to three rapid-fire explosicns like a gu Es 
and heard the pellets hit the side of the car. At first he . 
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a “gages 
Sab not obtain. hes One contsined,. bak, neaGenly realiaene 
somecne in that car was shooting at his car. As his car.<; 
turned into Highway 72 and the cther car proceded on Ei ghwa.y #.: 
29, there was another shot, but since the cars were pretty raz 
apart by this time it had no effect. He ssid his only 
recollection about the car was that it was a dark color car.” 
He said his wife said it was definitely biack. He also | 
recalled something like a white or silver streak on the side 
of the car, as if it had a white trim on the sides. He said ~~ 
he cculdnot see who was in the car, how many or if they were 
white or Negro. He said his wife was unable to see since the 


car had its bright light beams on and it was difficult to Bee. ae 


He noted that after he pulled around cn Highway: 725: 
he pulled over to the side of the road. He noticed a. 
tractoretraile> truck turn from Highway 29 cnto Highway 72 
but the. truck kept on going. He did not lcck to see any 


-RHame on the truck so was unable tc say what truck it was. 


Fe nected that he then got out of the car and looked arcund. 

=e nated therewas no one around, the place was deserted. 

so he felt that he better get cut of there and get his fanrily 
to Abbeville. He said that he then drove.«n to Abbeville,- 
ec. tn*® &Aam> morning went down to see the Sheriff in Abbevii:: 
and told him his story. He said that would have been «nn 
Saturday morning before the shotegun slaying of LEMUSI A, 

PENN in the same fashion and in the same general vicinity as 
his incidsmt. 


He said he had no idea who would want to dc this. 
Fe noted he lives and works in Fort Pierce, Flcrida, end has 


no business cr connections in Athens, Gecrgis. He was m¢s-iy: -* 


driving through. ke said he felt that he was shct at frécausc 


‘ he was Negro and because he had outeofe-state plates, which 


sometimes might suggest out-of-town civil rights grours to 
local people. He said he has never engaged in Civil Rtghts 
activities himself. 


Fe made the cbservaticn that he did not believe eer h 
attackers planned to shot at him at exactly that spot, but:- 


were forzed to because of the truck in back of then, He said ae 


Highway 72 at that point is less inhabited than Highway; <9 . 


.- and an excellent place for ambush or attack. He felt that: 


they were waiting to fcllow him further cut cn Highway = 


. befoze shocting. 
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-make; however, he believed from the way the car pertorehs ake 
high speeds it was a late model car and nct an old car... He... 
noted that neither he, his wife or two children were hurt ) 
in any way or struck with shot-gun pellets. All of the shoxs | 
hit the lowsr ici of the Eft frent door and no higher. © 
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1 
int Se mnepec Sion of & 1962 Oldsmobile Sedan, ‘peige 3 7 
eeler, a% the Abbeville Police Departmer.t, Abbeville, Sculae 
Carolina, which was identified as being the car cf CLARE 
oo Fert Pierce, Florida, reflecst:2 the area 
yes we tre lower left front ‘door was pe oked with absa 
56 identations and perhaps more.’ It appeared that the. _. 
- Little round indentations were caused by Number 4 shot= FAS 
from a 12 guage shotgun. The indentaticne were quite deep 
but had nct pierced the metal. Mr. ELLINSTON said he did . 
not believe the unknown car was ever any closer than 25 se Se a 
3060 feet, therefore, suggesting a powerful shot... a2 x5 


The indentations were freshly made and not rus‘ ren “ims 
Some cf the indentations suggested they were fired at an: 
angle and others indicating perpendicula> shot tc tn¢ ai- 
Since no shet entsred cr punctured the mstal it must hage .. 
bcur.ced back onto the road where the incicéent tock piace. 


| ths rest ef the car was all righ’, nc glass was. 
shatitexzsd. Ths «nly damags caused to the car was the. lower 
half «f he 142% frent decor. 
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CLARKE COUNTY 
RACIAL INCIDENT 
JULY 13, 1964 


15. "SAMUEL H, CARTER, STUDENT, U. 8S. 
NAVAL SUPPLY SCHOOL, ATHENS, GEORGIA 
REPORTED DRIVING CAR ON PRINCE 
AVENUE, 2:55 PM, AT WHICH TIME DRIVER 
OF 1962 OR 1963 CHEVROLET PICKUP 
TRUCK WAVED A .38 CALIBER PISTOL AT 
HIM, (CARTER IS WHITE MALE, AND NO 
RACIAL ANGLE DEVELOPED ON INVESTIGA- 


TION THIS INCIDENT). 
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re 


slate The following investigation was oaeetes: 27 aa 
‘Special Agent JACK B. SIMPSON on July 16, 1964: ; 


ate eamatll employee, Athens, Georgia, Police © 
Department, made a search of her records with respect to 


shooting incidents happening recently in the Athens area. 
and advised that she had located the following complaint: | 


On July 13, 1964, SAM CARTER, Apartment B-9, Gran ors 
Ellen Apartments, telephone 3-2067, city not reflected, wes . ee 
on East Prince Avenue, when a man in a pickup truck pulled ed 
up behind him and waved a pistol. This individual waving 
the pistol was described as between 28 and 30 and was alleged. 


said apparently the complainant had copied the tag bi 


number incorr as the D1613 was issued for a 1964 
Chevrolet to 210 Sandy Creek Road, city 
not given. me } Complaint was reflected as 3:45 


p.m. 


% | tts a vehicle with tag number 14D1613.. Miss — 


explained that she was able to locate 
this report, having recalled it and that in order to make 
a thorough and complete search for matters of this kind, 
she would need names of complainants or victims. She agreed 
to be alert for any similar type cases advising that she 
would be happy to cooperate in furnishing this information 
to the FBI. 
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a SAMUEL H. CARTER, 9-P, Gran Elm Aparzrents, * atnenas 4, Stes 
Georgia, advised that he is a studert at the U.S. Naval Suppij 
Corps - Scicol ir Athers since February, 1964. At about 2:55 PZ 
eitly 13, 1964, he was driving oa Prirce Averue, going east #ie*< : 
43 his 1959 Chevrolet, two door sedan, bearing 1964 Pennsyivenia’ 
licerse 21465V, azd was accompanied by his wife, MARTHA, and Th ad 
ROSERT GWYNN, another student at the Naval Corps School. While. 
stopped for a treffic light on Prince Avenue, at the intersection 
of Cobb Street, kis automobile was in the outside lane or right::. 
jane. After the ligkt changed a 1962 or 1963 Chevrolet pick-up: eer 
truck, similar in appearance to a Razcheroc, attempted to cut Pre Re 
‘te his lane from the inside lane or left hand lane. CARTER ~*” = 
mcved ahead and did not perrit this individual to enter his iare “= 
- and thereafter made a right turn ints Cobb Street Absut. Se Sala 
dan the block after making a right turn the Chevrolet pick-up =. 
trucx pulled alcagside of him with the driver waving a .38 caliber - 
-pistol at him. The driver of the pick-up truck then proceeded to: 
<rova him t3 the curb where both drivers came to a halt. The ee 
Cxiver cf the pick-up trick ther leaved over ane asked CARTED. << o54% 
¥.332 you call sme a §.0.B3" CARTER stated that be Gid 22% althoagh” 
fe 47223 hiss he wes & poscr driver. Wita that be dtitves of the. *- 4 
Pick--unw trick evcaxctel off and GS gy 855 almost instantly Ant again « 
azbei CARTRR “ald vou call me any nare?™ CARVES told tim again 
thet he had nct and the eriver of the pick-uyv truck the: lef? 
ae-A socezeted dcewn Ccbbr Street. 
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CARTER. stated the 19F2 o> i963 Chevrclet pick-ur truck _ 
F288 @ B2718 erean coler and had - ; ae er printing cn it. Pe 
+ yayge veexpied ty a lene white rale, about 30 yeare cf are, who .< 
it~ °het 709 te a weather large man. He was clear shaven, hat less, 
wt kad & crew bair cut. As best as he could tell, the pi-skE~-up 
trink bere secrgia License 14-161, althcugh he is ret certaic , 
- ae was @ trailer hitch or some peg ey © ebstzu oe 
1S nfDke vlete, Tre numer he furnished posse gus 14D 153. 
however. ¢ is uncertain regarding the ete: 
CARTER is a white rale, asd his pernanent eR -e is 
at Wayne, Penneylyaria, where he expe:ts to return in abet four. 
“¢ Jive weeks. #H=? was in uniform at the tire cf this incident. ~* 
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SAMUEL H. CARTER, Pamerecrn B-9, Gran-Ellen r 

nts, corner of Milledge and Baxter, after viewing a@ group = 

cf photographs which included photographs of GEORGE HAMPTON ~ 

TURNER, THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE, CECIL MYERS, DOUGLAS MYERS, =. 
HERBERT GUEST, JAMES .S. LACEEY, DENVER PHILLIPS, PAUL 
——w end HOWARD SIMS. advised as follows: . : 


‘None of these individuals are idertical to the 
indiviiual that he believed waved a es as him cn or 
Boout vuly 13, 1964. 
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. CLARKE COUNTY 


RACIAL INCIDENT 
JULY 20, 1964 


ALLEGATION WHITE CHEVROLET DROVE ALONG 
BRIDGE STREET, ATHENS, IN NEGRO AREA, 
OCCUPIED BY WHITE PERSONS FROM WHICH 
TWO SHOTS ALLEGEDLY FIRED. 
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at spproxiattaly 1l p.m., July 20, —_ she 

neeth on Bridge Street when a car passed her, gong very fast’ 
which she. identified as a white Chevrolet. She stated there 
were two males and one female on the front seat, and two. . 
females and one male on the rear seat. She stated that. she 
aid not know how many shots were fired but she did see small-.. 
flashes of light in the vicinity of the car and she was wabile 
to identify it as to whether it was a pistol, rifle or 
shotgun. She stated that it sounded like firecrackers. 

She stated that approximately a half hour later, the police™ 
arrived on the scene and stayed for approximately an hour. 
. Several minutes after thepolice left the scene, the same car 
returned to Bridge Street and fired several more times. 
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es L 
that at approxima oM,, Ch July 20, 1964, she -“* 
heard what she thought were two shots being fired in frort ea 
of her residence, She stated she went to the window, but 

did not see anything unusual, Shortly thereafter, a police - RS: ag 
car of the Athens Police Department arrived in the neighborhood, | 


She stated the police did not come to see her. 
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3 Approximately one-half hour .later, while involved .-. 
in a phone conversation, she observed a 1959 Chevrolet, light “°>*- 
in color, possibly blue, pass by her home and she heard what =«§ ai-«» 
sounded like three or four pistol shots or very loud firecrackers, — 
She advised she hung up the phone and immediately called the | 
police. She stated they arrived ten minutes later, at which 

, time they talked to her, ce 
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appri PeMe, . JULY 20; 1964, Par 
About fifteen aiunten safer, she heard one shot coming gees 
zxrom Bridge Street. She stated she got up from bed and -» -*-. 
‘Called the Athens Phlice Department. Approximately a half . 
hour later, the police arrived at the scene, She stated the 
police officers did not talk with her at this time. She 
stated she was not sure of the length of time the police . 
officers stayed in the neighborhood, but believed it to be 
orproximately fifteen to twenty minutes, After they left, 
she heard two shots coming from the hill on Bridge Street, . 
which is south of her residence, She stated she sawacar..Q 4: 
approach her home on Bridge Street, which she identified as | 
x. 1959 white Chevrolet, When the car was in front of her | 
hooe, she heard another shot. She stated she heard another 
- shot as the car proceeded north further up the street, 
‘She stated she was unable to see the license tag on the 
,sutomobile. Although she was not sure of the exact number of 


occupants in this automcbile, she believed there was mcre 
than one, 
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Athens. At about, -: 
11 o'clock or 11:30.0on the oemgpi ,» ne dager A car |. aa 


coming down the hill.on reet 
co stop in front of orate 
and two shots appeare come an the r 


Wimlow. He said he did not know in whith direction the 
shots were fired. After the shots were fired, the car ‘drove’ oft 7 
‘ at a high rate of speed. cos oie 


‘drove off at a rate pees Followed and stopped 
34 picked up h and pursued the car. 
stated che car ae a white four-door Chevrolet sx 
He stated that they turned righ* off of Bri treet .:° 
— onto Madison Avenue, md at that point lost the car. ie 


further advised that he was unable to read the license numivoe ee 
in that it was covered by some object. mae 


police tes, two police cars, one officer in... + 


each car, arrived. The cars patrolled the area for a few ~ ~**** 
minutes and then left. Within 10 or 15 minutes after the police b 3% 


left, es saw headlights of a car at the top of Bridge . 2 
Street, ran into the houm of —e believing it _.© 
to be the car from which shots had come ore. He stated that’ SS 


he then heard four or five shots in rapid fire and when he .- 
came to the door, he could see nothing. He stated the police os 
were then called to Bricge Street again. ) 


as was driving his a and - seh 
‘was be _the car when shots we When the car | 
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; Patrolman GERALD FLANAGAN, Athens Police Department e<¥ 
furnished the fhllowing information: asks 


4th? 
a 


On the might of July 20, 1964, at approximately : 
11:05 to ll; trolling the Athens area with his ‘: 
partner, At that time he stated they received a 
call to go t Street in that someone in a white 
1959 Chevrolet. was shooting in that area. Within five minutes 
of the call they arrived at Bridge Street but they had no address 
to go to so they continued on to Madison Avenue. They pulled 


into a driveway on Madiséin Avenue across from Bridge Street . 67. 
' waiting to observe anything of a suspicious nature. After NS. i 


observing for 15 minutes, they left Madison Avenue and proceeded pom 
to go up Bridge Street,where they met | 
‘who was talking with residents of Bridge ev. Ss ee 


partner then waited in a Griveway on Bridge Street for approxi- Sana 
mately 15 minut es and then drove off.. 


UA 


‘ » 5 ” « 
? 


Ot aunroniainbely 11:45 that evening, they received a 
— to go to 221 Bridge Street to investigate additional , 
ctings. Within. two minutes of the call, they arrived at 
4 Bridge Street and interviewed the occupant. . Whik interview- 
ing this person, they received: another call to go to 256 Bridge 
Street and condust the same investigation. FLANAGAN cetermined 
that at the({time of the second shooting,he and his partner were re 
close enough that they would have heard gunshots, but they did not 


hear anythikg. 


BS ache 
Athens, Georgia | File f AT 157-788 . pai se 


: = 
ot 
Se dictoted 7/22/64 _-. 
This ¢d conteins ne recommendations aor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FB! and is loaned to 


aan ai ATE 
. e L 


+ x Fa 

pata Sree cicmehensaa Ae: SEIS IS 
i. pe A , dct itm ar 5 Ag 

: - we i 


A cid 


sagt oigu tapas baa se ‘} | FEDERAL BUREAU OF | 


> 
~ 
ad 2 
. ¢= e~ 


was ye Ss au > arrived at the "=" 
intersection of Berry and Bridge as a 1959 white Chevrolet ---'%s< 
proceeded north on Bridge Street. He stated that he saw 

three white males in the front seat. He stated that he . 

pulled-in behind the 1959 Chevrolet, which had stopped in 

the middle of the street at which time he heard what he > 

thought was a shot fired from the 1959 Chevrolet. He stated 

he did not see a gun or did not see an arm or ham extended 


cut any of the windows. He stated tha’ the 1959 Chevrolet 


_ preceeded north on Bridge Street, tumed d the be Bs 

e Street, at which time he picked a 
eens: and tried to follow the Chevroie quéesticn 

bus with no 


bur - He steed he returned to Bridge spc seit 
aropped off. and , =f and went home. 
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a stated that “si... 
on “the night o » at approximately 10:30, she L: 
heard in excess of five noises which she thought to be pistol ..-— 
shots. She sated that the car was possibly a 1957 white is 
Chevrolet with a pink stripe. She stated the car made a second :; 

pass approximately 45 minutes later, at which time she saw th - 
flashes accompanied with the noise, although there were not as 

many shots on the second run of the automobile. She stated on 

the second time that the car had passed her house, there were two: 
men and one woman in the front seat and two women and one man in ..<: 
the rear seat. The man she believed was sitting on the left +. igs 
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, stated that the shots or what she believed -... 
were sho in very rapid succession. Lb 
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stated ri 
paid no attention to it and approximately 15 mimtes later vent 
to her front door and saw a police car down the street. She Lets: 
stated the police car left the area, and approximately 15 paren 
mimies later she le ard two shots up the street from her home. . ~~. 
She stated she went to the window immediately and saw a car below “= 
her house and it was idertified by her as a 1959 white | “ae 
Chevrolet. She stated she saw one persons , 

out the back window on the right hand side. was 

. unable to supply a definite time of the incident. ‘ 
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age 19, 
advised that she heard.one shot at wnhs B guessed was about 
12 midnight. She stated she got out of bed ard looked out 
the front window, but did not see anything and subsequently 
returned to bed. She stated that about 20 minutes later, . 
she heard three shots, at which time she got out of bed, =--: 
went to the front window, and heard what she thought was two 

shots, and she saw two bright flashes but did not see the 


more & 
car. GF 023 that the last two shots sounded like == 
firecr ra °° 3 ) = | eat ye 
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1964, when she was in bed for the iwaike. "she stated she got 

up while her aunt called the police and she observed the -.-.. te 
pelice arrive across the street and she went back to bed. ee 
She stated that between 11:30 and 11:40, she heard three shots ne 
but did not see the car. She stated on this occasion she got “© 
out of bed and she herself called the police, at which time the 
police ésgain came to the Bridge Street area. She stated she. 

went out on the front porch of her home. Although the polices aia ae 
rot talk with her, they did talk with the people across the’ -<= eS 
street. She stated she retired shortly after the police had | 
lefs . 
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Georgia, shed the follo ormation: ou... +e ae 
On the evening of July 20,1964, he got off from his =*#% 


b at the Pepsi Cola plant in Athens at 11 o'clock. 
gave him a rid son Avenue. Av. _ 
ly 11330 he met and they began 


orth on Madison Avenue, stopping at the home of 
which is in the 450 to 500 block on Midisor 
venue. ey talked for about 15 or 20 minutes, and at 
approximately 12:00 o'clock, they heard two shots coming =F0m 
the direction of Bridge Street and Madison Avenue. Shortly . 
after theshots,i.he saw a car pull off Bridge Street go Fie. 
north on Madison Avenue. He described this car as a 19 yora, 
. red and white in color, with white skirts. He said shortly ‘ ee: 
_ after the car pulled out on Madison Avenue from Bridge Street, 
he observed I 1957 Ford following. Within . . ae 
sten minutes € soo ; & police -car arrived with two ~*~“ 
officers and parked in the garage of his residence. He stated ~ 
the officers stayed for approximately 15 minutes, then left and --«- 
drove up Bridge Street. At approximately 12:45, while he was | 
in his home, he heard mae shots. When he went to the window «<< 
of his home, he saw a 1962 Pontiac pull out of Bridge Street and 
go north on Madison Avenue. He stated the Pontiac was a white 
two-door which had two people. in the. front geat. 
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July 20, 1964, what she thought was either a car backfiring or . 
' the noise of a firecra shortly after she had retired for 

the evening. stated that her husband had already | 

been in bed as | id not hear any of the noises.- ~ >. 


baa ceueernrncereirerninell Athens, Georgia; sti 
on ‘July advised that she heard during the night. of #4 


~~ 


stated she was 
in bed asleep on the re) » when the alleged 
shooting incident took place, and ‘she’ did not hear a a 


Georgia, stated. he was re me Irom work when he 


heard two shots or what he thought were shots but he had 

no idea where they came from. He stated that when he arrived, 
home he noticed an Athens City Police car patrolling the area 
of Bridge Street and further stated that he was awake until 
avoxrcximavely 2:00 a.m. and did not hear any shots during 
that period. He stated his normal time of aszival kome is 
approximately midnight. 


r 21, 1964, advised the previous evening that 
sy were walking on Water Street, at which time they thought 
they heaz-d three shcts coming from the area of Bridge Street. 
They staved that shortly after hearing the shots, they saw 4 
. car go by on Madison Avenue, but it was too dazk to tell the 
_ make or model. None of the mentimed individuals were able 
to supply a time that they were out on Water Street. | 
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LAG On July 22, 1564, = 
Athens, Georgia, advised that he had overresrd a colcrec 

Athens police cfficer talking to eeveral youths carly that | eg 

day. He was discussing the supposed shooting incident =“ ~~ 
shat had taken aeee on Bridge Street Monday evening, July ri OE <= 
1964, at appro officer mentioned th 


£ame ¢f as 2 possible 
Suspect eged shcoting. : 


explained that he was unsble determine | 
more information relatirg to this shooting as ne was ndues 
standing in the vicinity of the conversation" ; ac tae 
He discl<esed furshsr that he overhse sard, durin: or. 

_ Course of thse same conversation, that there was a colcred 
man working eat Méemesial Hz im University o= peeela: who 
lives in Madison Ccunty and whk:o knows some tha: ag uwbout tris 
willizg (the PENN siuecting). He cverheard « part of the 
conversetion that zetd this colcred man was “told "to keep 
his mouth shut", nme vCluntesred that hs had.no ic=a . 
a3 te. ahs this*persen mignt be but wourd attempt to cetéermine 
ris icentity if posasible. ) 
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ee Athens Police 4 
Department, on Ly 22, 196! urnished the following infor- 

mation to SA which may relate to the shooting 
incident on Bridge Street in Athens on the night of July 19, .. +. 
1964. stated he had no information that it ate 
was in fact related but only noted the possibility. ea ae 


wae advised that on Sunday, July 19, 
(1964, DAV EST, .@ White male, 18 years of age, residing 


at Boe L~First Stresé. Athens, was arrested while driving a white 
19 evrolet at a high rate of speed east on We 


‘ Broad Street,in Athens. At the same time oe one car was 


racing along with GUEST. 


Tene POSTERS 2 


colored thale, about vt mene Per at ¢ 


&Cc7 sation that the colored males were yellirg obscenities 

as him although he was not absolutely certain trast the colored 
males were not talking amongst themselves. uid the 
Negro males were all arrested and charged wit! sorderly 
conduct. 


advised that all of the above individuals L ss 
appeared y Court on Mon » duly 20, 1964, at which ye 
time the charges of disorderly conduct were dismissed. GUEST o 
and WALKER were fined for speeding. ness 


advised that the possibility exieted that this ~~ 
inciden% reiated to the alleged shooting incident cf the 


“ following evening in that FOSTER lives on Bridge Street where . 


the shooting incident occurred and it is underst a Pg 
that possibly a 1959 or 1960 white Chevrolet was involved | 
in the shooting. $3 c. -« 


ste ‘v eS ox =, ODE sane a 7 
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advised that he had interviewed two boys by. 


ei, 1964. etated thé ea 
to him the shooting of firecrackers on the west eide of town... 
primarily in a Negro neighborhood 2 pay > ig 
the incidents in which ere. volved coincided .. 
with the complaint of three pistcl shots received from the 


neighborhood. considered this c laint cleared 

as a result of the sdmissions of Ca. Ay 
SOs) 2 n T3iv Ze, 1964 

interviewed. 

age 16, = ete 

admitte : n thé By hac been , Me Pi re trgeyer: 4%) 


Negro residential areas of Athens. adits. 
—:: the firecrackers had besr. purchased py them 


egro who works at the Varsity Dri ve-In, Broad Stress, , 
Athens. . a 


said that bcst! 
vwted being out during the .cVERic: 
shooting firecrackers in vardic cus N=gro 


nena but "wound rot specific: drit h 2 : 
on Bridge Street. However, aid hk ! 
that these boys were responélcole icr whe complaint 
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On July 23, eee Athens Policey 
Department, Athens, Georgia, vised she located in the] 
police records two additional shooting incidents reported Sets! 

in the vicinity of Athens on July 20, 1964, as follows: “** =" 


#1 - ALBERTA FOSTER, 256 Bridge Street, claimed 
that someone in a white 1959 Chevrolet drove by 
her house firing a .22 out of the window. She 
stated that. there were three white males and 
three white females riding in the car from which 
the shots were fired. No descriptive data 
obtained. Time 11:45 p.m. | 
#2 - IOIs BRUMBY, 221 Bridge Street, advised that **. .. 
sEomecne in a light colored 1959 Chevrolet, fired 
two shots in front of her house, drove down the 
.hill and fired two additional shots. No other 
details obtained relating to this incident. 

Time 12:45 p.m. 
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Z own to him, came to” his * = 
place of business, "ince, as the ‘Quality Club, on Gaines a 
School Road, on July 26, 1964, and advised that he believed - 
that a Negro man living on Bridge Street who works at 


Chicopee Mills, Athens, knew the identity of the person 
a a firearm on Bridge Street on the night of July 
5 . 


stated that he had no way of identifying .. 
the perso rmished him this information, and the 
individual involved did not further identify the colored 


person who allegedly has the information concerning the 
identity of the person doing the shooting. 
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d at his place of exployn=at, 


advised that o pate 
y . » ne was s home at TR ox 
At approximately 11:10 p.m. he heard what he oe oe 


S 


was a pistol shot. He ran to his porch and sawa }. or: 


oug 
white 1959 Chevrol Bridge Street toward . 
North Avenue. Geiaibinliets ».13-: in front o oe, 
iit ::. « aiter the shot and picked up him and —_ 
who was at his home at that time. They tried to pee 
follow the Chevrolet but lost it on North Avenue. Approxin:.: See 
mately fifteen minutes after the shooting occurred, an Athens ~ 
patrol car arrived at Bridge Street and was advised what hsd 
taken place. The police stayed in the area for ten minutcs 
+ azd left. Shortly after the police left, at approximately 
11349 p.m., the Chevrolet drove down Bridge Street again firing. 
* approximately three shots. Th were again called a-< i 
arrived, a few minutes later. further advised that 
he did not know the number of occupants of the car and that 


be could not read the license plate because it appeared = 
have been covered with a brown piece of paper. 
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RACIAL DISTURBANCES, WINDER, GEORGIA, 
7/6 - 8/64. 
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Wizder, Ge: orgie. R. 
was interviewed ar: : : infcrvation: “=... 


On July 6, 1964, aa unknown Negro tale got off a 
railways Bus in Winder, Georgia, at approxi:zately 8:29 P.M. .f 

stated that the Negro had gotten on tis bus in Atlanta, -.... 
Georgia, and was cn bis way to New York City with kis wife. He =p 
said that the Negro stated that he had lost :is return ticket And: 
that he had only $6.00 to return ; New Yor’ and had derided in 
get cff at Winder, Georgia, and hit<chhike tc New York. 
Stated tiat Fe was standing across the streac. from the ih :s 2p 

. at approximately 8:39 P.M. ard at this tine, ie went acices 3s; 

- told the unkncwu Negro that it wogld not te ‘ave for him to ét: 
along the higi.way. He tock him into the bz: station ani sold 
him a $6.00 ti-ket to Charlotte, North Caro! ina. CED se 2:c 6.3 

. that he remaired inside the bus terziinal trtii his bus arrived 
and departed a*~ 12:15 A.M. advised <~a* 2. crowd cathered 
, de 1s fuss staticn k:owing that the Ns;:> was inside. 
Saiz that a and gg other ti.zc1ve toys fom 


acGer tried ty set into The evation ta iter the Nagre. ... x 
stated taat ne tole Jnat he did 2° ish any treuric. 
said ti2t he had a pistol az+ told L£E te fo away that : 


win :- not desire aay proh.ems and that at’: a little vile 
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Atter a little while, az proximaza:¥ 19:39 P.K., <%0 
eirls began 4i kins: Fis dovur at: tye bus terrcnai iryicre tc 
set. inside. stated that at t! Bis tire, ne crovd vas 


oxtside and gesting large: nd he' decided tint he skevle -ali 
the police dep«r*ment. c. iy s:_ tras ~=here were 54 VEe% 
individuals in this group gad frey were in «# 195% black Ford 
with ea Gecrgia License of 1° -—y ne believed to Se from the 


Gainesville ar a2. 


| on that the police arrived and arrested 

the seven. , from Gainesville inasmach :s they were ‘aa ies, 
. @rinking and te uut tha Negro on & bus to Ci arlotie at. appro. O. 

imately 12:15 A.¥. GW stated that he did nct get the. rag 
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Negro's name. He described the Negro as foli.ows:. 


Sex: | Male 

Age: 35 years cf age 

Dress: Nicely dressed in a 
suit with: sut a tie 


GD =t2tec that he did not see a 1964 red Chevrolei_.. 
in the a ng this uprising. He stated also that he could - 
furnish no additional information COMDSTRANE. the incider.:.. po are 
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ail a Winder, Georgia; 
was invéiviewed and furnished the fo owir.s informatica: ni 
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On Monday night, z 

- received a complaint f manager of “"=""™" 
the Winder Bus Station. advised he received ~* 
this complaint about 10: p.m. and that tpon arriving rcaead 


at the scene he had to arrest several individuals for... a tad 


disturbing the peace. The following indiv iduals were | 
arrested: 


* 4. Bitp ton 
= 


Cr Street, Winder, deol. 


= be! 


WH serterson, Georria | SPR EAIs 
ES -:::. female, age 30, condition = <g 
ins Jefferson, Georgia iS WTR 


WE white female, cizrdition drunk, 
Lula, Georgia . 


ee Gainesville, Georgia 


stated that all of these individuals: 
were in one car and were drinking at the time of their arrest. -. 


> advised on the following night, 

Tuesdg, July 7, 1 the following five individuals wer © .*€& 
arrested in possession of a sawed-off shotgun and several .. Sakae: 
miscellaneous bats and other items were found present in ae ee 


<8 -~% 
onl 


their car, which was a 1957 red and white Ford: 


m possession of a. ca r pisto 
the owner of the above-mentionei car 
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. | GE « «2: -. that the above individuals 
-. were releas on the following morning. 


Because of the unrest in Winder or. Monday and 
* Tuesday night, a curfew was placed and the following 


, individuals violated the curfew that was set up: 


ee 
—_ me — a 


a. that on the afternoon of 

July 7, 1964, an incident occurred concerning several 
individuals who were suspected of shooting up a Negro 

. meighborhood in bh se seenese. said that a 
Chase of a 1955 Ch onvertibie oon and white,. 
belonging to an Winder,. Georgia, 
a white male, we stc car driver iy. the Winder 
area, ended after a 120 mile-per-hour chase, with the 


ewes ae — Le ete 
' ~~, 


-‘to@al wreck of the a ntioned v e at a railroad |. 


track near Winder. stated was driving his - = 
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1955 Chevrolet and lost control around a turn aéd came 

a halt halfway on the railroad tracks near Winder and that 
at this time a train came and completely dezolished t 
after the individuals inside had escaped uninjured. 
believes there were four individuals in the c 

and that only two were found on the scene, 

2 a of Bethlehem, Georgia. This ‘appen 

approx ely 3:15 in the afternoon, and one cTt the two 


persons who escaped was said to be a boy from Monroe, Georgia, - 
who -drives a red 1964 Chevrolet. ; 


PES furnished the followizxg list of bo . os 
establis mn the Winder area: - ..& 


Smith's Hardware, Jackson Street 


+ 
*f 
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Firestone Store, Athens Street 
Larry's Easy Pay Tite Store, Candler Street 
Colsoa‘'s Hardware, Broac Street 


‘Western Auto, Broad Street 
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stated thet om the day of his «reck he leit 
_ 4 Station in Winder sozetine ar:ind noon with 
amd a boy from Monroe, Georgix, whose nane 
he iid not know, but who drove a 1964 red C::evrolet. He 
stated he has seen this boy sround town and has seer hin - 
with other boys, but ke does not k ‘the a:xes of the. 
fellows he runs around with. stated thxt he was 
married and was a stock car racer. He also stited that 
he drove last Friday and Sa ight «t che Athens 


way in Athens, Georgia. Said he: taces with “".°*: = 
' of Bethlehem, whom cescribei xs a twenty- 
year old white male. cr | 


ER states ss ovs QED ve11, 

and that he tas k>own Sor many -eacs, haviay 
+ gore to school with him ia er. He also said that 

works in Atlerxta durirg the week cutti"s meat, but 
does not know the mame of the company. “<e said alsa 

thet tz the boy from Mosr ~toexa at the 

e Gulz Statioz ovzed by in Winder. 
st ? tat he knows sever2i stock oi= {| ~ive iz 
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Svaved taa> aiter the 
ace OR *#ricay night, vuly i0, 964, [aaa tue of his 
friemis tought some hamburgers and returned to his 
house at 12:00 to eat them. He aiso said t:at he does 
mot owe a car since his was wreckei by a triin last ; 
week, but that his father of two-to:e green automchiiscee 


omy 


vi 
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which he uses on occasion. stated tiat he tried tee 
to outrun the police on July 4, becauze ke did not » pgs 
/ wish to be fined again by thex. — stated that om 99 
Sanday, Momdsy, and Tuesday, July July 7, 1964, there were. “+ 
many strangers in the of Winder but he Wks unwillinz pF 
to furnish exy arzes. advised he dces nct vows - eet 
a shotgun, and that he mever shot at ayyoue in his lite... 
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He said that if he had any additional inforaation or 


learned of any additional information he would advise 
the FBI immediately. 
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r QE. «.. East Point Gulf Station. ° me | Jes 
U. 8S. 49, er, orgia, was interviewed and furni 
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the a information: 


——— ba samuel 
stated that on occasion brings car in 


servicing y both drive stocks at the Athens ~*~ 
speed races. stated he did race last Friday 
night, July 10, 1964, at the Athens Speedway and he did —‘ 
win one race. " He said that after the race, he returned to. 
and spent some time at the Winder Truck Stop. *? | 
vised that on occasion a young boy, who drives a = 
64 Chevrolet, from Monroe, Georgia, comes into his ~ 
station and parks his car. He said this happens very  ._, 
pte, often, * night, when there is a dance at 9:00 p.m. <a 
‘ nearby. GME. vi 23 he does not know many p e from 


. ens he races with tag ES 
stated he does not know . ...::: 
one who oe es a gun on his person, but if he found .- 


such a person he would advise. the proper authorities. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special co 
Agents and se ere : 


Vinten, ey ST 
Winder, Georgia, advised tha re was a l lack Ford hardtop 


parked at the Shell Station on U. 8. 29, Winder, Georgia, which 2 488 
car. was involved in hitting a young Negro male during a demonstra-" “.* 
tion in Winder. QR stated that this car knocked over this | 
Negro and hurt him seriously. He stated this was done in the £33 : 
presence of a Police Officer from Winder named but that Pa 
‘nothing was done. He advised that this incident took place on: . 
Monday night, July 6, 1964, at approximately 8:30 PM, at the 

comer of William and Capital. 
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was interviewed and furnishe owing information: © be aes $ 
: . | | 1964 = stated that" | 
r were... <3 
sitting in front of his house Fig 0 ali 


Georgia, and thata 1961 Ford, white over blue in color, turned: se 
the corner t three times with a — in their general >= 
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direction. stated that he and immediately fell. -* 
to the ie : and did not get a good view ci the men in the % 
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car. stated that there were six white males in the car > 

and that they appeared to be extremely young. He said that One 

of them wore a white ten-gallon hat. —_ stated that he did .%=7 
not recognize any individual but that as seen the 1961 Ford . 
at a Shell Service Station on U. S. 23 in Winder, Georgia” 

stated this car had white walls and that after the gun ae 

. was shot, -the car sped up and went downhill. =e also stated “= 
that he believed the car kad a 66 tag, 1964 cecrgia — = 


+ which would mean it was from Barrow County. 


—_ advised that there was alsc 4 1957 black Ford <s 
hardton p-rtca at the Shell Station mentioned above which car 


was involved in ia. 2 young Negro male during a demonstraticn>. 
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in Winder, Georgia stated that this car knocked over a 
Negro an him s usly in the presence of a police office: 
named from Winder but that nothing was done. — 
advise his incident took place on Monday night, w:! . 


1964, at Mproximateis 8:30 P.M., at the corner of William and. 
Capital. 
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interviewed ° information: . Reais. = 5 
<“ Ge duly 7, 2008; at equeendiibbety 1:00 acm’ ae 
arrives by bus at Winder, Georgia, from Atlanta, Georgia pe 
he had left at approximately 10:45 pem., July 6, 1964. =e 
advised that after he had alighted from the bus. he started wa 
d Athens, Georgia, on U. 8. 29, heading toward his home, *.:* “78s 
advised that he had observed approximately eleven or twelve. ss ee 
people standing at a Shell Servic ation, which is located ..._ oe 
catty-cornered from the bus station. stated that some of these” ca 
men were standing inside the Shell Sta on around the desk and others. Sai 
were standing outside, '% nie Ete 
GB st ate1 that as he was walking along U. S. 29 near ae. 
the ‘old Quarterback Restaurant, which is located approximately > b- 
one-fourth mile from the Shell Service Station on the lefthand side 2 
on U. 8S. 29 as you head toward Athens, .a red Chevrolet pickup truck Welage 
with five white males, two riding in the cab, and three riding in the =< 
bed of this truck, There was also a 1964 Pontiac Grand Prix, gray in tt. 
color) containing six white males, starting up the highway after him. 
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sk began to hit him with a stick. described this white male 
to be approximately 5'8" in height, O pounds, between 19-20 years . 
of age, and was wearing bluejeans and a yellow shirt. 


-, Ae Vised that after being struck by this stick he - ar 
began to up the highway, at which time he heard an unidentified . => 


white male, riding in this 1963 or 1964 Grand Prix, shout, “Saoot him.” . 


GR evises that at this time he instantaneously locked  _ 
behind hin, which time he saw an unidentified white male, who xvas We 
sitting in the left rear seat of this 1963 or 1964 c pceinting 

a double-barrelled shotgun aimed in his direction. advised when | 
he saw this shotgun he kept on running into a field near the Bi tchur .; 
Manufacturing Company, which is - directly across the street -: 


from the Quarterback Restaurant, advised that as he started -..3~ 

to run into this field he heard a blast from a shotgun. He advised | be 
he was not hit by any of the buckshot from this shot. | | 
advised that to the best of his knowledge only one shot was fired” 

om this gun. He did not too much attention to any of the events af: 

: the blast dus to the fact he just kept on running until he reached his 5 tine 
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WB escrives the driver of this Grand Prix Pontiac ¢ £628 


‘to be white, male, 38-40 years of age... + | 


GED svises that at the time he alighted from the _ .. Sa 
bus at W r, Georgia, three white males, also alighted from the 


bus with him, but were om the bus station in a cab, which*.-=- 
- was driven by one 3 ieee 


~~». * 


vised that he did not report this incident to = 


‘the local police because he was afraid to get into ary more. 
trouble, 
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was re-interview owing inbcmmaiieens beth 
He has seen and located the 1963 gréenish-grey - 
Grand Prix Pontiac that was involved in the incident that. 
occurred on U. 8.: 29, at approximately 12:30 AM on July 79.5: 
1964,-in which he was beaten and shot at with a double 
gun by six white males in the above ment 
stated that this car belongs to a 
owner and operator of the SHE 
in Winder, Georgia. advise 
seen this car since ne Incide amd that 
t son of 
alss stavec > knows 
lieve he was in this car at cone time c it. 
. incident. -He described the driver as a 40 year old white ~ 
mle and advised that he might be able to identify this man 
sit he sees him in the future. He stated also that thé man 
wee jumped off the truck and began to beat him, as well as | 
Sha maz. who was sitting in the left rear seat with a double : 


barrel shotgun, might also be identified if rhotographs 
were LPurnished to hin. 
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. il advised that G-.: all of his gasoline 
at tte Atheis reet Gas Station in Winder, Georgia, and his 
automobile parts from Harry's Auto Parts, Route 1, Bethlehen, 
Georgia. 
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esinit: Geo 
Ning iree au VUlulvary oral statement to 
who identified themse 


mecial Agents o ne Feder au of Investigation. 5 mckntes 
Special Agent cdvisc RED that he did not have to : “pe 
make any statement and that any statement he did make could be ae 
used against him in a court of law, and that he was entitied to AH. 
the services of an attorney before making any statement. No. =. 72 
threats, promises, or duress were used against him to induce him mee 
to make this statement and he did so of his own free will.. a as 
advised that he did not wish to furnish a sigred statement se 


_ this time. . ‘ 


: —_ stated that he was 25 years of age and he has 
‘been living- in the Town of Monroe all his life. He owns a 1964 
Chevrclet Impala, red, and builds ines in his spare time. 
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‘He advised he know who lives in — 
Bethlehem, Georgia, and that recently traded in a 1963 
Pontiac Grand Prix for a 1964 red Corvette. He does not know ba Pm 


any people in Athens except for SE who runs a 
service station in Athens, and .. 


| = stated he arrived in ‘Winder, Georgia, on uly 6; 
1964, at approximately 7:00 PM, and stopped at 
STATION, U. S. 29, Winder, Georgia, for an oil check. 


. Stated he was driv his 1950 black Ford, and that he : 
friendly to who drives a wrecker for the Service 


Station. He der to see who owns a 
e the Jefferson Highway out ee £0565  ... | 
oo Garage about 8:00 PM and went to Store -and - 
one teer. He returned at this time to Station and .- 


stcod around with a large crowd that had catharet because of the 
racial situation. He saw several try to break into the Bus 


ee me . 
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tetién to get at a "nigger". He also said that a group of 2 Me 
white pecple threw a.rock through the windshield of ee 
Ford which a Negro was driving. He stated that 2 “A 
returned to the Station at approximately 9:45 FM, that at ij 
this time, a boy, whose name he does rot know, approximately — | ae ie 
18 or I9 years old, driving a 1953 or 1954 Chevreiet, and . _ 
who was carrying a pistol, asked if anyone wanted to go to 
Gle=wood. which is the Negro section, and throw rocks. 
advised that the Winder Police came upon the ssene at about 
19:45 PM, amd closed up the Service Station. He said that: 
-at that time, one of the Police Officers asked him where he: 
"was f-om, and told him he had s to get out of town. 
advised he has known for many years, that 
are close friends and ‘ives a 1962 or 1963 
Ford Canvertible. 


> ors he saw one mas, whom hs described as 
erseus 5° rey with dark hair, wearixg green pants 
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end & white sairt andi wncse face and hands were dirty, at. 
%.2 £59Ere 2 ei he @ves not know the nate cf this man 
and thet wns runs the Service Staticn dces not k-cw 


this man's ctiame. 


GHB 2202-23 that sometims after Midnight, a Negro . 
boy, weacing Diue slacks and a white shirt, got off a Trailways 

Bus at Winder. dHe stated that the Negro boy walked past the 
Station on U. 8. 29, and was headed toward toward Athens. At 

this tim: he observed a 1961 or 1962. Four-Door Chevrolet pull 

out with six white maies in it and fcliow this Negro. He aise 

Said there was a red pickzp truck that joined chase. He suw 

‘the car and trusk stop about one-quarter mile down the highway, ::.%- 
and heard someone yell "Leave him alone, that's my nigger! " pa : 
He stated that he saw the Negro running up thse highway and . ait 
he observed a shotgun blast and heard the gus go off. He does 

a mow if it hit the se nor was he eble to zee who enot ) 

the gm. 


advised that he saw HOWARD SIMS at the SHELL = 
SERVICE ON and that SIMS was in the car that chased the’ eRe 
, are. Ye stated also that he could rot testi: o 
stually shot the 
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| ; stated that this Shell Station is a 24-hour station 
and that it is also a hang-out for many of the hoodlum element in the 
Winder ‘area. : Revd 


: ae... works at this station. —— 
sits ( 


also vi is station on occasion, . : b2,. 


GE savisea that he does not know i : real name, 
but that he ves a 1960 white Ford and lives in what they — i 
factory town*in Winder, Georgia. Bek : 
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York City, worked for for ve years. 
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ss information: | 


je stated that one re 

employee, had brought in a single-barrel shotgun, which _ ae 

is #till kept inside the station. There = also kept a rifle and = 
two pistols for protection. ger bre 


d work at the station : i 

along with one |, who is brothe r-in-law, 
Deemed who drives 1955 green Chevrolet, bo, 
- spends much a e station, along with wno drive 


a red pickup truck and who runs a junk yard in ehen, Georgias 


he paele WHR «tatec that on one occasion he saw one — 
playing car at the Shell Station, | 


~~ ie seems 
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\ eeeeiailill who runs a “gin mill" next door to the stati: 
also hmgs around, | | 


bIC* 
c- 
ee months ago, an old man who worked for several. 
was fired because of his liberal credit policy. 
s not know this man‘s name, but he is now workin: 
who has a store-station at the corner of Ue s&s. 


bea 


advised tha QIN cr ives a 1963 Ford, but he 


does not know where he lives... 
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employee o e Alex r Service Station » was interviewsd™. 
and furnished the following information: ‘ bre. 
| He worked =e at the Shell Service Staton atest 

on U. 8. 29 for three days. stated as seen a shotgun ee 
irside the st qd that he k nows Phe 
excessively. Willi sevice. that on 
receiyed a good cussing from both 
son —— , oes ee 

GUD evict tna: I ans pas 
spend much of their ti anging around this station. ©. <<“ 


ated also that they have a two-way radio and can mcnitor * b 
police ‘Seereee ee, which they do quite often. 7 
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ESE thas he ae who. ., 
owns @ red Chevrolet truck at Alexander's Shell on, dex, . 


Georgia, on the evening of July 6, 1964, and that he had not seer .. 
him for over.a year prior to that ti | : ad. tha 

the boy they call ana tne fat 

h the pistol and t ose names oes not 
ead were present at the Shell Station just prior to the shootings. 
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said that earlier, as he was driving his 1950 black Ford 


a qd Winder, he heard t were going to dynamite the Negro 
tsxder shop ir: Winder. stated chat a good 
friend of his, works for Alexander's Shel ation and owns a 1962 
j:.vwender Ford convertible. 

GE 1v:1500 that in the group from Athens along 
with HOWARD Sl » who was wearing green work clothes, matching 
air and trousers, there were two cther men, whom he described eas 
-OLlows: | 
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17& lbs. 

Wavy blonde 

Approximately 30 years of 
Wearing Apparel: Bluejeans and a tee shirt 
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Height: 6'1" or 6'2" 

Weight: 200 lbs. 

Hair: Sandy with crew cut 

Wesring Apparel: Matching shirt and trousers witha 
name plate missing. Tnis appearec 
to be some type of mechanic's 
uniform 
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DARA EST Bre poe 


GB 2 ev 1022 that they have a radio receiver in 
ie sai sr vice Staticn which can receive police frequency. 


said that this was an Army surplus tank radio and that bo 
S§ range was approximately ten miles. C..- 


b£2_ 
1€@ Oovserve we eee u. ~ 


vO vuné svavicn in his 1963 Grand Prix Pontiac at which time 


* he also saw HOWARD SIMS entering this automobile with his 


companions from Athens. He stated that after SIMS entered 

the automcbil::. he sat in the back rear s+at, left sid=. He 

did net ceoezvs SIMS carrying the double-rarreled shcuzu 

when entsterins this ausomobile but later saw the gun prcsrudins 
from the “lets window when it was firei in front of the 
Quarterback Re srant on U. S. 23. 2dvis<d it was sccn Lb 
after the Grs-ii Prix had left the stavUicn when he cbserved 7c 
the shocting -sident. 


GHD «cvisea that he did see She fire from the 
shotgun bus was too far away to positively identify whether 


or not the shc*% was fired by SIMS. was unable sce idenvtic 
the exact mik=s of car but stated that the shotgun was extending 
from the left r<«ar window. 


Ti+ following description was obtained from S79 e_ 
cbservation ard irserview: 
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“a ced . tr on the night of July 6, i964, here was racial ~~ .°* 
trouble in Winder and that he was not on duty but was at the b 4 
station until about 10:00 p.m. said at this time, he-: rw 
went directly home and remained there for the cons of the 
evening He said that during the evening, he drove around with <=> 


one Vie 
Pwere riding? 2s 


a tne DAaCK seat of the sams automedbile, He advised that - 
there was a large crowd around the service station most 
the ec ng and that the only one he member ot iy “ 
, quae: he has heard is called — and drives t Oc. 


© groén Plymouth. , — Pr. ! 


> : reiterated that he returned home at 16:60 p.m., 
and tha 2 d34 ~ot take part in av shooting. 


further stated that cz: Tuesdsy, July 7, 1964, 
a told him about the three armed men from 
and the shooting that took place nearby. He 
stated further he could not add any additivozal information. 
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to keep this gun inside his 1963 Grand Pr 
window edge. — stated also that he knows 
"drinkirg™ man t he has.a bad temper whe comes to So ciihe 
with Negroes, especially when he is drinking. He stated also that=. 
—. extremely close to the Sheriff's Department, as well=™* 


lice Department in Winder and that he is some kind: ots Rie a4 
. Deputy to the Sheriff in Jackson County. ae 
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CD 22.1004 tn that on the : eonadl of. ee 
July 6, 1964, he was o:. duty as a gas stativn attendant ‘a m : 
Alexa:de. * 31] Service Station located cn U. S. 29, Windea 
Georgia. stated that on that night te remembered that 

there was a2 -:t of trouble involving racia: matters azd 2asial’ 
ancidents ir the City of Winder, mainly at the lecal theater “x; 
ard at the kis stop, which is located directiy asross the sheaths. 
fccm Alexander's Shell Service Station, ne 9 han 


» @@eo-.. 


— — 


—_ advised that he was at the station until approxius! 
mately 10:50 f.m., on the evening cf July 6, 1964, at which. oye . 
time the iccal police from the Wir:: -- FIA, Police ok a, 
Deparvnext told his boss, that he }-ad to: 
close the statim duve to the fac at a cu:'few law was aaiae 

put into effest,. are that he leit Alexander's Si=11 = 
Stativn at apowoxi iy 10:30 p.m., the recht of July €, i9€4.°= 
at which times he went ‘tc his grandxother's i: Winder, Georgia, bac 
to watch TV and to pick up his wife who was staying with Lis 
grandmotier,. = stated that after having lett his grazd- 
mother's house ;: wert directly kome where he stayed tor 

tes. rest of tin evening. 


WEED scvises that to tic best of has kzcwiedg2? SiR x: 
43 time of rarly evening on July 6, 1964. tt: sbeut i6333 oe = 
on luty 6, 23354, he remembered that ” one Vas Prssciie 
ax the statie: and was driving his 1950 £.. Diad bia: 

tated that ks =— vbserved Xe 

ard OF: t%- 


= 


code around Winder, Ca., that €venizg is 
1863 tLiack Ford convertible to see what was golne o.. 
| ; vane Fe advised that they were gon2 only a sk&oct time... 
at wh.ch_t they returned to the station due to the fa> 5 ee 
that he, was on duty and tad to get back to attend the gas *= "= 
station's bisi:ess. | le- 


a that tt:e oniy poroces. he persozaliy A ee 
served and k:sw at tris statsc. dinite the: time Le ¢ thong ae 
Wert s a 


did advirne, lwevexr, —~ 
Prige at tra two fay ae a hich was as 


: “ .* 

. ~~ RS 2 
. . ~« > if. e 
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On — 1/64 at __Wixder, Gecrgia Bite Atlanta 157-7883 z: 
is SA ar.d } | 7e 
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*eiootiog of & Nogzro male, who aligitsd frea a hus at the b>. - 
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‘approximately 10:30 p.m., he observed three cr four men 
pull-up near tre gas pumps in front of the station, all. _ 
getting out of the car, and go over to ake machines 
where they each purchased a Coca-Cola, stated that 
ke cbhbsergs] thess men to be wearing pistois <2 their | 
beits. advised that he did nct know tt:se men, but 
ke was aiaest certain that if ke ever did ses these men 
again or was exhibited pictures cf thase individuals, ke 
Gceald possibly identify them, ee that he did- 
rot rerzember mo> did he pay any sention t+ the type cf 
autcmobile in which these men were riding. 


are that ke did rot know abut the 


bas station ate-es from the service station at about 
1st0 ame, ner Gd he know who was involved in this she tinvg 
of this Negre walt. 


sdviised trat ke had «cbserved suricus cars 
#27 wiits mon in them taking off after a car ruli of Neyo es 


Statior, wiich is seshind on U. 8 29. advised that 
tLe did not re SSCE: size ary of tae men inv in this _ 43a 
or the typs c2 cars they were eithe> driving «rx | FSGRAE 5 


wi? kad stopped at a “STOP” sigan in — the Stell 


~~ SO hee fo mga ‘SS Ore = : @: 
ce, ‘Fe SAE F “xe neeity: RE TP Mey gd Fe5 


ws ‘ FS ie of 7 <5 + os ~™ 
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“hc rv1- RIED wsn2-r, coorcie, 
interviewed od furnished the following informetion: 


- -— 


He advised that on the evening cf July 6, 1964, shee 
was in the dcwrtown area of Wi-der, Georgia with his wife, Sars See 
and his mother-in-law standirg on the corner near ~~ 
vhe Gii Smith Hardware Store observing the various racial 
incidents that scurring in the downtown area of Winder 
that evering. Wil <=: 2c that he was in the downtown area 
cf Winder frcm appro tely 7:30 to 8 p.m. until 10:30 p.m., «ix 
1964, at which time his mother-in-lsw then drove he, 
and his wife back to their residence where he then 
4 the il c'clock news and the late eh-w. advised —. 
that he did rict leave the house after having arfived nome that se 
evenin 


<*- 


aivised that he was rot at the Alexander Sei] 
Service S=: we Ors U.S. 29, Winder, Bova Ppaa ar:ytime during th<¢ 
_ even ang of Jul ay 6, 1964 and the early mornizge of July 7, 196%. ba 
Hs : Lead favis:g any kc.owisdge cf tre shocting incident whith 
. esvarpad in f= sn Cf ths Qusrterbae:x Restaurant, whic 2h is 2oratsa 
dette ta Na fs. ef a poe i = prone rvs ce Station” 


oe 


worn *s Saly. ; ? . “she%. 


that he had ro kucwledage cf this ébk..:< 
S2.72661% wiavsiAve 2 that nobody had toid him about @ yourg 
Na=gro Soy ger var | tus ar:d havirgs teen stot at from tn 
euScmoSile in Front. je the Quartertiusk Resveure=t on the eventing 
of ae 6, 1964 or eariy morning of duly Ts: agers 


SA 
Ee further advised that his ni2zkmame is rx itt 
tiss be kuse cf no perscn whe they callec QR  ~< 


ee that he at one tims cwred a 1955 
Plyzwuth, gray “sjcr, sedan but had scld this car apprexizsts2y 
One mouth age. eteved that during che time he did 
own this car k= > Som? trading 6% the Aiexander Shell Ser 


tation cn U.S. 29. Winter. Georgia, brit Gdid mcs*t of his 
tradizg at Gervel Crowe quit Staticu on U.S. 29. = 


~~ 
as. 


Date dictated 
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advieed t 
could possibly te nicknamed 
Chevrolet pick-up truck was a 
mascn in the city of Winder, Georgia. 
+ bes: Of his knowledge he believed tha* 
riding arourd Winder, Georgia on the night of 
» in. his red Chevrolet pick-up t 
ener males, bcth of whom he did nct know. 
hat to the best of his knowledge he believec tna 
sank hang cut end did do some trading at the Alexander 
Service Station in Winder, Georgia. =. 


sae 
th ae! 
‘eA tf 
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Wee Ss a? .- °L 

Georgl1e, various chl.sr perg<:.2 who tradec at 

that station t4% rss a rsputatic: fcr beizrg a bcuz st be. 
Grivker ani Kae son who hsted “siggers"™. 


t- 


ted that he aces ke.cw CD a 
: 4+ oe . .c 4 the ~.3 r Sheil Service sabe # Wir.asr. : | 
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od 


+ | care ecorarmmcrre METS Service statics! | enced 
J.8. 29, Winder, ox » was interviewed and furnished the =.# 


following informations: 


—— stated that he closed up his a 
service station on July 6, 1964, at approxima ely 10 o tclock 


and that heimmediately started. home. He said that he . “== 
noticed a large crowd gathered around the bus station at oe 
Winier and he stopped and perked his car at Reynolds sue 
Gulf Station ard walked across the street to the oun termizal — 
to watch the happenings. ae 


“. @¢ 
= 
“Past 
<= 
<_< 


WH 22:2: that Che only people he t Vked to . 
dur this incident were the local police ard wei’ | : 
ie: his wife, who were also watching the ent.’= of 
ad that ke did not recognize Anyone else, nor did he. es 
gee anyone carrying firearms. He does nd& believe he covld © ES 
be any help in identifying photographs irasmuich as he wes << sf 
om>ss the street from the Shell Service Station duri:e this. 
inciijent. He would furnish no additional information. L > 
7 Cor 
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Ssxrvice Stavion, U.S. Widler, Georgia, 7 
~ the night of July 6, 1964, he was on duty as a special 
policeman for the Winder Police Department. He stated that 
om tais night there were large crowds gathered in Winder, 
Georgia, because of racial incidents, and thd many of 


‘ . Fe x. 
these people were from outside Winder. He stated that he bec. 


Baw inmany peeple who he recognized from Winier and that he ~ 2,2:- 
saw many peopie from cther towns who he does not know by yee 
r.ame,. , | er ~ ¥ 


bepeserecesmems ete tha Jonge with the aa 
iscai police, reques Tat GOS > “eis 
ris Shell Service Station because o e large crowd which 


d there. He stated also that he recognized $207 
Son duty at the Shell Service Station uc. 


hie \ cneeneatienl stated that he would cooperate i: 
acy way ana tay If show: photographs of certain indiyvtjiusals 


wo naghs have been present et the se=vise station he wiuili by 
Evcscmyt to ide..tify their faces as being rresent, rut eadiaed a 
hs did not recognize anyone at the Shell Service Staticn from 
Avher.s, Gecrgis. | 


| advil th i July 6, 1924, he . So ga 
ari & specia: foliceman named in, a 1964 Grand Poix b> 
Pontiac, wers forced to turn back nine Negrs boys from — 


e:tering the downtown area of Wir.der. He stated that he rel ~-&., 
to use his gu: 4s a persuader dut thd he did not have tv ¥ 
fire tnis gicz:. 


He said also that the mine Negzo tcys revue 
to their sestion of town and that -.o further incidents 
evolved. : 


‘nn 


| 7/ 23/54 ot _Wicwler, Georgia _ 
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¥ eee Winde>, Georgia, was intervie ae 
ar:i he poe SFE olliowing information: . ees: 


GED 2101503 that on Sunday evening, July 5, , 
1964, he was working at the Alexander Shell Service ee 
Station which is located on Route U.S. 29, Winder, Georgia. | 
He advised thaev during that evening atuapproximately 5:00  . = 
o'clock, 

dirove in to the Alexander 

see Svavion in his 1950 black Ford sedan at 

aporostene > 8:00 or 8:30 p.m. advised tha this 
fellow whose 2: ould not recail, 
told hin, e drove over to Winder, 
Georgie, to see what was going on. 


r advised yon later on that 


’ e +44 
: evening, e, and n the call Gay tee 
got into the.-car own and: = around 
+ .Winder, Georgia. He said the ve Az main part cf . | 


town arid then thev had stopped ang sed some beer, ut 


t ime ayv.2 bo. 
cain dvacuk a.beer, advised tns ney just 
uve around town fuorta v short time and then returned to 


the station wacre he, had stayed until 10:00 p.n., 
at which time he went home. : 7 


ca carce FOE that this man they callei a. 
helps out av tz.e exander Shell Service Station and.alsy 
helps «lean tne bus station which is located catacorner 


from tne She exvice Station and *% is owned by ce 
advised that is approximately Go- 
v, age and he just rode wi sem for the fun of it. 


arragrcreeh that on Monday night, July 6, 1964, 
to the best.of. his hkowledge, U2 G 


that evening to the station in Ord scdan av 
approximately 83:30 Pm SE 2 ovi sed that during that 
evening he also was hei uv at the Shell Service Stavic:. 
attending cars who had pulled ir.to the pumps for gasoline 
and “#130 to kéely move cars which did not belong at this Shell 
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there to watch the various racial incidents that md ie 


place t ver front of the town’s theater and 
also at s bus station which is located 
catacorner m ell Service Station. | 


liens that to the best of his rato heey ee 
he had observe and this fellow from Monroe L pe 
drive off from on on several occasions. The -: I= 


exact places where they had gone to,he did not know. ~.;.-.... 


— stated that be had at xo time left the 
station to ride around with either — or this 


fellow trom Monroe, Georgia. 


.—lO advised that he stayed at the station 
until approximavely 10:30 p.m. at which time his mothe 
came past and told him that he had better ges home. 
advised that ne them got into his car and drove home wt 
he stayed the remainder of the evening. 


stated that at the time he left the 


svavion it i111 open and that “se hapa pane had - 
rot then cloneA this stations ° 


45: 9 


stated that to the best of his ieee... seg aa 
at the time re . : the -1- * 


sre SUill ab the. station at the tine 
as the man on duty the might of 


—_ 5, 1964, “- a. 
ns cpg gated that he did nct see ~*~ 
anyone from.oub of town who came isto th station with gums 


strapped to their waists nor did he know too many of the . 


ovher- persons who were standing around the station at the : 
time he left to go home, 


ay nae that he had no knowledge of the aes 
nehtne incl dent- which took place in front of the asterbitues » x 
Restaurant on “ Route ho on the evening of =. o 1D Sasbiveat a 
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However, he was told about this incident a couple of days 
later by one after rad told him that 

FBI was in town investigating this shooting incident. 

stated that he had no knowledge or had heard no rumors abou 
who might have been involved in this shooting incident and 
could furnish no additional information. 


when asked if he knew anyone who was 
called advised that he knew of no person with brat. Roe 
nickname. ge 


=. advised that during that eveni: , boo" 
me | ne.owner Of the Shell Service Station “in Winder, 
was wa 


arounl with a .38 caliber pistol strapped to his ae 
belt. , Sie 


> 
— advised that there ts a lot of oraz 
wnich goes O% at that gas station ant wkat ahou "ex’y 
Friday everzilimgzg, are 


both usually fairly we POALCaAGCSI,. aavised that 
eed is a heavy drinker ard is drinking most of the 
S, y ard nighy, whe: he is at the Alexander Sell 


Szrvice Station. 


WH 2cviscs that to the best of his k:owle3ze, 

on July 10, . » &@ Friday night, the Alexander Sezvice 
vation was open again for business on a regular os “hour 

basis, but he was not absolutely certain,:.. | 


- He advised thd he went past the 
| Btatio: ; eed lis: that night at which time 
he ca a = fo Eee the station and 
“at t =On ane Was open for business. 


WR e103 that he bad observed this fellox 
from Mon>ce 3g 4 & group cf your.g men riding in a 1955 
green Chevrolet convertible. Ri that from all 
ir.dicsations, this rst Prox € mist have known xko..the 


an ee Since he went right up to their car and began a 3h PS 
o then. 


> 


— Ge : advised that: he drives a 1958 Chevrolet a 
Impala, yellow color, a convertible » license tag = J J 1025. 


See. 2 Sage 3 
(2° @ be te ps _ ute 


July i setae 


= —— 
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as Jefferson, Georgia, was iatery ev ed. 
and furnis he following ae pacer ve i agaagl ae 


he was ° -j{-i-7' 
helping 
to a 


—_ advised that while he was at the Alexander ‘e eeaee 
_ Shell Service Station he had observed the following individuals 
who were there throughout the evening: 


ae ; 


~ee os 


WE advisec that QD arove into this 


station at approximately 8:00 PM to check with 
about painting his race car. acvised Jo 
Stayed just a very short time and then ; — 
left, and he did not see him for the rest of the evening, ncr 
did he see his 1954 red Chevrolet pick-up truck. 


. <eor 


, SD 2cvised that later that evening at approximately = 
11:00 PM or shortly after 11:00 PM, he had observed four 


men who came into the station to talk with 

the owner of this Shell Station. advised that one 
of these men had a pistol strapp Oo his belt but did not 
see any guns or pistols present on the other three men. 


ead advised that he would guess these four men a 
the 


See ation for approximately one hour. He statca § 25 


“Se - = ts , , ocr, - 
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ha 3 > > into the station he 


he four men 
nag gone and he did not see them at the Shell Station th 


e 
rest of the evening. te 


| Nes 
. oat 
-—- 


1e ei ’ LVS; « v ' 
time it was approximately 7:30 AM in the morning, July 7. 
1964. | | 


advised that he did remember seeing a 
Trailway bus coming into the Winder Bus Station at — heeds 
midnight on July 6, 1964, but did not pay too much attention , 
. to this bus nor to its passengers who were getting off of . 
this bus. | 


get into the car with 


and drove down the road 
with him, he, 


WD turther advised that during the time when these .. 
four men, whom he did - wires had seen before, did — 
Stated that 


iVisecu cle 2 did not Know where they nad gone nor Cc 


he advise of any other persons who might have gone with 


When asked about the shooting incident that had . 
taken place in the early morning hours of July 7, 1964, int = 
fro of the Quarterback Restaurant, Winder Georgia, he,~™ ~0ape 
— advised that he had no knowledge of this shooting. bc. 


hat he 
seen a shotgun, a rifle, anc : 
inside this Shell Station b 
further stated that is a heavy drinker and 
that ‘he always maintains a supply of liquor either in his - ~«* 
car or in his station. ose ved Ee 


qc 23 
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advised SAs 
that on the evening of July 
». he and his date were e Alexander Shell Service 
Station at about 10:30 PM. stated that. he parked his 
car on the side street next to the service station and then 
went up to the coke machine, which is located just in front 
of c. is: station, to purchase himself and his date a a 
he an 


coke, stated that he brought the cokes back to the car _” 

where nd his date drank them and then they left the station 

t o to his girl's house, which is in Statham, Georgia. 

Wi cs: 503 that he was only there at the Alexander Shell ~_ 
ervice Station for about 10 minutes. 


. 


advised that he did sce ED ana 

at the station that eve g, along with 

two State Troopers, whom he did not know. - advised that he } 
had seen no incidents nor did he have any knowledge of the 
shooting incident which took place later on that evening in 

front of the Quarterback Restaurant, Winder, Georgia. 
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-On July 28. 1364 


ae 


mas interviewed by SAs 
anc and stated that 

e has no Knowledge of the shotgun shooting that allegedly 

t<ok place on July 6-7, 1964. advised that he had 


returned home and had not taken part in any of the cial 

incidents that took ace in Winder that evening. — 

en previous occasions, hnows 
nKing man, but added that he had no additioral _ 


informaticn concerning any racial incidents involving ag 


On July 28, 1964, TY of the =~ > 
Quarterback Tavern, which is iocated directly behind | 
Quarterback Restaurant, was interviewed by SAs mail 
que: es +: he advised that on the 


ning of Ju ; e was not present at the Alexander’ - 
Shell Service Station and had ne knowledge whatsoever of the “=: Ee ; 


Sne0s ing incident which had taken place in front of his rostens 
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of the. Sine tannic Restaurant, Winder, hee 
| er was interviewed and furnished the following information ;: 


which tavern is locatec direct] 

behing the Quarterback Kestaurant on U. 8S. 29, Winder, Georgia.” = 

stated that on the night of July 6, 1964, he remembered inat’y <8 

hey were having.racial difficulties in the City of Winder and, 

because of these difficulties a local police department in enforcing : 
their curfew law, had closed their e of business at approximately .. 
10:00 PM or shortly thereafter. stated that he stayed at 
his place of business to help clean up, which took approximately 
20 minutes, and then had gone to the Shel 
U.S. 29, Winder, Georgia, to see 
that he goes up to Alexander's , 
because he always knew that had liquor 


lace of business and he always had a drink with hin, 
Ce before he departed for home. 


WF tvises that on this evening, July 6, 1964, 
he arrived a e Alexander Shell Station between 10:30 and 
11:90 PM. When he a observed four men inside this 
station talking wi and one of these men was 
wearing a pistol. Said that he never ha q | 
before. buf. i d appeared that they knew 7c 
that Stated tnat he 
then if he had a drink, 
adviaal hin, that he had just taken the 
bimself and tha e was out of liqucs at the presert time. 


advised tha tayed there for about five more minutes 
ing — and then he left for home. 
GED 2vi 502 that the only person he recalled seeing 

at t tation at the time he was there was =<on by the name Pee sbi 
alan and an_old man th lled oe whose true : 
name 1 eved to be CE that he bo. 

could not recall anyone eise w ent at the station, A 

due to the fact that he was there for only a short period of tire. | 
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advised that he did not have any knowledge 
of the shovting which had taken place later that evening in 
front of the Quarterback Restaurant, but he had heard about it 
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through some of the employees who worked for the Alexander 
Service Station a few days later. These employees told 


that the FBI was around c, i isc: investigating 


shooting and that is how he, had received his ... 
knowledge that there was a shooting that had taken place later 
that evening. | : | 


= advised that he left the Alexander Service 
Station between 10:45 and 11:00 PM on the night of July 6, 


1964, and did not return to the station any more that evening. 


Photographs were exhibited 1 at which time 
he picked from this group of photographs the photographs of 


HOWARD SIMS and CECIL MYERS as being two of the four white males 

who were talking iamianiall at the Shell Service Station 
the time he had arrived on e night of July 6, 1964. 

ee that he did not know the ctker two fellcws 

with HOWARD SIMS and CECIL MYERS, nor could he recall their 

exact identity, nor could he give an exact descripticn cf thesce 


other two waite males. 
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Date : y 3Oo, 


+ ree the Reynolds Gulf 
Staticn, which is located directly across the street 


the Alexander Shell Service Station, was exhibited a 

group of miscellaneous photographs and he identified 

this group the photograph cf DENVER PHILLIPS as being present ~ 
at the Alexander Shell Service Station the night of July 6, 
1964. 
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AT CHARLOTTZ, NORTH CAKOLINA 


owing investigation was conducted by Lb - ae r 


“mn Ivlw 29, 1964, inquiry at Queen City Trailssy: 
Bus Company, 4/7 test Sit Stree ? 


s£a8at, Shariott qjcated tr2rr 
driver resided at ) 7 


Mm July 29, 1964, 

‘ieive, tsviget ho ab a Oriver farsa avaes Bd it. eo 
On OCvHASsICN makes the trip from Atlanta, Georgia, to Ch?rrictt 
North Carolina, via Winder, Georgia. He stated, however, 
after a review of his records that he was in Iowa on July 7, 


1964. He stated he left on this trip July 2, 1964, and did 
not retirn to Charlotte until July 9, 1964. : 


“7 


_ 


ii ated Trailways employs two other persons nanec 
aD be 


On July 29, 1964, 


| Drivers’ Log - 
Clerk, Queer ai 


, left Atlanta, Georg ?-, 
On Juiy 6, 1964, and arrived in Charlotte at 5:15 A.M., 
July 7, 1964. She stated the trav 
is approximately five hours and would have been .-.: ..:. 
Winder at about 12:30 a.m., July 64. wget 


; advised her records indicate th:2t- 


ime from Winder, Genrs:*3 b2a_ 
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4 At approximately 10:45 p.m., July. 6, 1964, he 

left Atlanta, Georgia, driving the Atlanta to Charlotte < 

Regment of the Queen City Trailways Bus from Houston, Texas, ~~ 

to Néw York City, New York. He stated this bus is marked — 

New York City. He advised he arrived in Winder, Georgia, ar: 

sometime between le and 12:30 a.m. but has no specific recollec- _ 

tion of the time since nothing out of the ordinary occurred 

in Winder or during any other part of the trip. He stated 

his recollection of the events of this time is based only on 

his usual procedure on his run. He stated the stop at 

Winder is not a layover stop end he merely loads and unloads 

passengers end goes on his way. At Winder he stops the bus 

at a converted service station located at the corner cf Highway <9 

and Main Street in Winder which is possibly Route 211. He 

stated on leaving Winder he goes out of town on what he believes 

to be Route 211 which takes him to Jefferson, Georgia. 


° He has no recollection of any incident occurring in 
Winder in the recent past and does not recall observing any 
gretn Pontiac or Chevrolet pickup truck or any altercation 
between any persons while he was in Winder. 
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He has no specific recollection of the passengers : 
who departed his bus at Winder on July 7, 1964. He advised }o, _ 
——e unknown to him. | 


He recalled that in the recent past he had been rather 
regularly transporting a person described only as a short Negro 
male from Lawrenceville, Georgia, to Winder, Georgia. He stated 
he has not seen this person on his last few trips. He stated 
his recollection of him is very vague and he could not even 
estimate his age. He believes that the man and woman, whose 
names he does not recall, who operate the restaurant at the 
bus stop in Winder might be acquainted with this Negro man. 


ae *. ot HF 

reiterated that he had observed no incident bo2<> 

in Winder dur the night of July 7, 1964, or at any other .. .- 4 
time and stated that he felt certain if an incident took place | 


while he was there he would have noticed it and remembered the 
 qdgetaiis concerning it. 
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i Nseaiaseinaaaiiill advised that on July 6, .ingMoge: 
1964, at app p.m., he had returned to the — 
| Shell Service Station on U. S. 29 in Winder, Georgia, and .F = 
at that time had parked his car on the left side of the ee > 
‘station. He advised at that time he stood around, bought 
a Coke and talked to various persons who were also at the 
station. He advised there were five or ten people at the 


station and one of these persons stated, “We're waiting 
oie: smart Negroes who are coming in on the bus." 
Ss 
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stated that he could not advise who had said that. 
tated that at approximately 12:30 a.m., to 12:45 a.m., - 
a bus came into DOYLE HEALAN's Bus Station, which is located 
diagonally across from the Shell Service Station, at which 
time he had observed a Negro getting off the bus. ard start . 
walking down U. 8S. 29 toward Athens, Georgia. 


: —_ advised that a time he had cbserved the 
Negro getting off the bus, he ia was standing near the  .. 
front gasoline pumps, which are located in front of the i 
Alexander Shell Service Station, along with a group of 
appro five to ten other fellows whom he did not 
know. MMI advised that at this time he also observed a 
red,late model, Chevrolet pickup truck, having apprcximately 


five occupants, two riding in the cab of the truck and three 
se in the bed of the truck, none of whom he knew, 


BER te 


stated that as soon as this Negro started to walk dovrn 

e 29, this red Chevrolet pickup truck, containing five 
occupants, pulled out of the Alexander Shell Service Station 
and Leaded north, driving behind the Shell Service Station. - - 
Also, at this time, he observed a late model automobile pulling. 
out cf the Gulf Service Station, which is located directly across 
the street from the A er Service Station and headed toward. 
Athens on U, 8, 29. Ragen that it was at this time 
someone in the crowd had mentioned that they were “going 
to get themselve Nigger," but he could not recall who made 
that statement. advised that it was at this time 
that he, ran across the street from the station ard | 
started run up U. 8. 29 toward Athens, when he again a 
had observed this red Chevrolet pickup truck about & quarter és 
: nile down the road near the Quarterback Restaurant. Ausf 
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pickup truck to drive alongside the Negro and that one of the ne 
riding on the back of this truck jumped off and began t Sep 
attack this Negro with what he believed to be a stick. 
stated he then observed the Negro to run across the highway 
toward an automobile, wh parked in the. Quarterback 
Restaurant parking lot. Cali::. observed this Negro to ~ 
reverse his direction of ght, at which time he, the Negro, .__... 
began to run toward the lumber yard, which is located directly , © 
s the street from the Quarterback Restaurant on U. S. 29. bac 
ete that it was at this time he had heard and observed eed 
a Diast from a shotgun, which was fired at the Negro from the } .. :* 
left rear window of this parked automobile, which had SR. a + eee 


din the Quarterback Restaurant parking lot, on U. °. 29. °° = ° 7. 

GM -:::-. he could tell if any of these shots had hit Ls tS 
1@ Negro or not, EY = tata that he had then observed both risa 
the car and the pickup truck to drive off and head “a 
toward Athens, Georgia, 


> 


| apy oy cee == = 
| GD acvisea that just prior to this iz + on ros 
observed HOWARD SIMS and HERBERT GUEST to get int lili : 
1963 greerish<-gray Pontiac Grand Prix, which was ther parksd at 
the Alexar ation, WEED stated that at this br 
time, en eee behin e wheel of this car, 
When asked how long of a time had elapsed between the 
time he had observed SIMS and GUEST get into Ee : z 
*. Grand Prix and the time of the incident state © } 
could not recall the exact period of time, Dut to the best of ae 


his knowledge, it was a short period of time pricr to the a 
: ing that he had observed GUEST and SIMS get izxto ‘ae 
1963 Grand Prix Pontiac, and head toward Atheuis. 


w* 


advised that he could not tell whether cr not 
ths car that had pulled out from the Gulf Staticn, which is 
located directly across the street from Alexander's Shell 
Service Station, wasQE Grand Prix Pontiac. 


also advised that he could not tell whetter 
or not the car that he had observed being parked in the 
Quarterback Restaurant parking lot and from which car he 


d ohse the shotgun blast being fired from was 
1963 greenish<-gray Grand Prix Pontiac, 
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ee WR = tat00 that the distance from where he 
was standi where the incident took place was 
appreximately one-quarter of a mile and also there was 
no lighting in the area where the shooting sncscent 
had taken place, 


GE stated » however, that at the he had wees 
observed SIMS and GUEST to get into 1963 L 
greenish-gray Grand Prix Pontiac, whic parked at Fem 22 


the Alexander Shell Service Station, he, did 
observe HOWARD SIMS to get into the back... seat, 
seating himself, SIMS, on the left side in the rear seat. 
of this 1963 Pontiac Grand Prix. 
. advised that after having observed this 
blast from shotgun, he ran back to the station where 
he then nto his own automobile 


R fo 
heard an unidentified person holler out, “HOWARD SIMS 
— shot the nigger." 


—_ stated that he did rot stay around this 
Shell Service Station to witness any of the events which 
may havs taken place after the shooting incident. 
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photographs in an attempt to identify the four men he had seen” 
the Alexander Shell Service Station on the evening of July 6, 


selected photographs of HOWARD SIMS and RREEET 
hs of two of the four men he observed getting * 
s 1963 Grand Prix, greenish-gray, on the 


» just prior to the shooting incident which 
took place in front of the Quarterback Restaurant. 


ee 
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Was ivised t N A as 1@ G3a Hc rc : 
that any statement made by him could be used against him in ac 
of law, and of his right to legal c re making a sta 

No threats or promises were made co Alina order .to obtain{ - 
the following information, which he furnis voluntarily. 424 


#e@ adv sed 1a 
ne: remembered that they had many racial incidents ~ 7h tek bee 

during the early a and that he remembered the wanes incident *: 

which ¢ rred at DOYLE HEALAN's Bus Station a 
n Winder, Georgia. He advised that to the best of his knowiedge 

the racial incident, which had occurred-at the bus station involved =. 


a Negro, who was waiting for the bus from Atlanta to arrive. He.. 


advised that during the time the Negro was inside the bus station ——= 
waiting for this bus, there was a group of approximately seven or. 
eight white individuals, including both male and female, i the’ 
bus station trying to get in to apparently attack the Negro. 


-advised he remembered seeing the bus come into the bus sitio, * ies. 


at which time he observed the above Negro male get on the bus and ...-. 
leave town, oe 


stated that after this incident had cccurred, 
which was between approximately 10:30 and 11:00 p.m., the Chief of -- 


the Winder Polic tment put into effect their curfew law, at : 
which time Winder Police Depar >t. came to~7 
his station and advise m he would have to close, ps 


advised that the time he was told to close was between 11:40 an ee 
11:30 p.m. ah 


stated that he began to close th2 station ..-.. 
between 11:00 to 11:30 p.m., but did not leave this station u-til, 
approximately 1:00 a.m., July 7, 1964. 


bo 
ee —e 
stated that he did not al inate any - 


Negro get off the bus at the CLAUDE HEALAN Bus Station around .... —. 
12:00 - 12:30 a.m., on July 7, 1964, nor did he have any > 
knowledge of the shooting incident, which had occurred 
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between approximately 12:30 to 1:00 a.m., on July 7, 1964, 
in firout of the Quarterback Restaurant, which is — “ 
on Joe 29 toward Athens. 


- 
x > : 


as identified photographs as being 
SIMS and CECIL MYERS, stated that they wers 
riding in a late model automobile, which he believed to be. 
a 1964 Chevy II stationwagon, color unknown, s: 


stated that all four of the men 
were from Athens and that all four of them were wearing = 
ristols. He stated that each cf these four men had Lb 
purckased a ke and had stayed at the Station to talk 3 
t> him for about 30 to 45 minutes, at which time they left 
leaving in the 1964 Chevy II stationwagon,. 


CE «.-«-: stated that ae «:: 
on duty wat him that evening, but had left the station 


arourd “ af He also advised that 

he saw Ne ot in and out of tke station 

at various s hat evening, but could rot remember 

the last time he had seen them at the station. np 
a advised that he did not rements> - b 2 ae 

seeing a red Crevrolet pickup truck at the station, nor c= 

could he recall any of the other names of the individuals Z 

who were present during the time he was at the station. 


ng 
Pontiac at the station, 
in the station's wrecker, 
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HOWARD SIMS 9 HERBERT = 
that evening 


nor at any 7 
GUEST, or CECIL MYERS 


when asked if he was driving his 
at the time the Negro was skot at, denied that he was : 
nvoived in the shooting in any way and advised that he had: : b2, . 
no knowledge of the shooting. 


G7 a jay mcs - ' 
<< P - 


when asked about his reiationship 


_—, advised that he knows nothing about - 
HERBERT 5 vities nor does ke know about ary of ool 


activities in reference to the other men —a 


on the evening of July 6, 1964. 


stated that he had no om 
whatsoever of who might have committed the PENN murder, ~~ : 
He again stated that he had no knowledge nor was he involved pe 
in the shooting of the Negro male in front of the — terbacksiat 3 
Restaurant on the is of sad 8, 1964, eo a 


ar 3 oe 
. Ss . ™ 
% . 


= 


a iS 


. : . + et 4 ry ~~, . Pad 
7 _—_ A re 
. 


we 


: . 2" 5 oN 
2 eA vs a ane nant ~w —~, Tr SE. oh ae a 


= tas ae ao 


rhee2 "a , Pagar Wo SS NPS 


— nr 


‘Ca a" "ahd 
te ie “aad: *€ ey te “oe O20" es ‘2 “toa rena Paty ea shor Pi: nie Roe Re neg he ts. 


P, 
v 


tL 


° 
S 


AT 157-788 
WDJ REG: sbb 


| Ree cae 
» er. 4 


| = 2 a kept aso 


dona few 


P : oy 
occasions a shotgun and a rifle. advised that. sas fs. 
he is the owner of a 12-gauge, 20-gauge, shotgun, 
but that he keeps these guns at his home 


a «++-< that ke refused to answer ary ie 
further questio advised that if the FBI did not believe .— 
his statements, they would just have to get a warrart for his - ae 


arrest. eat 
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was interviewed and furnished the followi 
rmat ion: Pyle. 
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e advised thet on Monday nicht, July 6, 1968." yg 
Ee. :: in town during the carly part of the evening * 
Standing in front of the theater to see if there was going to bo 

be any trouble that evening. He stated he had stayed in town 
until- approximately 8:30 p.m., at which time he left and . --. nia 
went to his mother-in-law's house where he picked up his wife = 
10 child and drove around the Winder area until approx imately” i 

10 »D.m. 
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advisec he then went home, where he stayed ee 
until approximately 10:30 p.m. ie stated that at that time 
his wife wantea some soft drinks, wnich they did not have in 
the house, so he drove to the Alexander Snell Service Stetion 
. Which is incated o 5. 29, Winder, Georgia to purchase 
the soft drinks. ahr that he arrived at the 
‘Alexander Shell Service avion arver 103° : purchased 
four soft CGrinks, spoke briefly to 
enc tnen left the station to revuri home at approximacely 
LA DM 


WD «ov isec that during the time he wat at ‘ 
shis station ne did not see four men with guns, and further 3° 
advise2z that the ouly_persons he did See 2nd wiiom he nad aiefs 
recognised vere Cy. vo pi 
were on duty at the wee gid 


aivised thut at the time he was as the; 
rtd for scat por Winder, Georgia Police 
; ervice Station, at which time 
that they were putting 
aw and therefore he would have 8 
to close his abhen. advisea that the time a: 


Ee there was sacaemmeneieed 11 p.m. ) | be 
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. savised thet he had no lkmowlcedge of ror i* 

hac 4e seen any incidents taking place at the Doyle Healan 

Bus Station wr.ich 18 lccated Glazonally across from th= 

Alexardcsr Shell Service Station, nor did he have any 

Ymowledge of the incident whier invclved the shooting of 

a young Negro male who got cff the bus in Winder later 

that evening ard the carly morning of July 7, 1964. 


advieci that at the time he was at the 
etaticn thers waa a grour of individuals starz.ding outsits 
nea> the scumos tat he did not know ary or the momwsrs of 
this group. a1Ss5 advised that he did net reall 
. Being a red, sate Bedel Chevrolet pise-up trusk. 


: advised that when ke returred home 4% 
asst3cairatuly li rom. he GQid rot leave the house the rsmainces 
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ALLEGATION THAT CECiIL WILLIAM WAS IN ROYSTON, *or 


io 
138 
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Fe: 
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ee ot 
oe, WN ~4 
BENT 


weeiiiel ation was conducted by SAs ~ | ee | 
at Royston, , 


"Royston Police 
advised that insofar as they knew, CECIL WILLLAM een & never 


had been involved in any trouble with the law.enforcement 
agencies in this area 
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‘Ollowing intormation: 


GD +: eve a group of twentyfive photographs, 
containing the photographs of HERBERT GUEST, JOSEPH HOWARD | 


SIMS, CECIL MYERS, DENVER ain sad DOUGLAS MYERS, GEORGE 
HAMPTON TURNER, PAUL STRICKLAND, THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE 
ard JAMES LACKEY. He identified two photographs of CECIL =>" 
WILLIAM MYERS, a front and side view, as being ic 
with the CE WYER S Ae 
also selected from this GLCUP nm: 2% a e 
ol Puctographs, the photograph of DOUGLAS MYERS, brother of “=%"*: 

as being an individual whem he kncw- G3 


This document contains neither recommendations acr conclusions of the FBI. It is the reer 2 of the -Fer end is loaned to 
your egeacy ; - ond ite Contents Gre not to be distributed outside your agency. 


: ete * ; ~~, 3 : * ~ 
°s .* @. mye eed! --« . 255° r * -* i SWS Spe (7545. 


. = r —. , 


= 
ee a Se , ire 2 


- 


~ sm his opinion said that CECIL MYERS 
would not have the “guts” kill Lieutenant Cclonel 
LEMUEL A. PENN. : : 
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JACKSON COUNTY 
RACIAL INCIDENT 


ING, RESIDENCE 
ROUTE 1, NICHOLSON, GEORGIA, 
ME OF DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS). 
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20, 1964, the former residence of 
Nicholson, Georgia, Center Community, w ta 


on King's Bridge Read, was examined by SAs ~ ba 
a 
GLI | i, : 


ith the ‘knowledge and : 
Nicholson, Georgia, Center. 


| formerly resided on King's Bridge Road, id (i= 


An examina tion vas made of this residence as a result 
of information previou sly received that a cross buxsning had’ 
taken place at this residence on the evening cf May 16-17, - 
1964, and that the exterior of the kcuse near the front Mie 
had teen shot into with a shotgun blast. It was noted that 
near the footpath leading from the road to the front of the 3 
“sesidence ey there was an area of burred grass which contained some sim 
pasces of wood, svanles, ani berit wizre. One of the pieces cf 
qcecdé hac on it. 42a% Appeared % tc ke a burned portion ofa — 
CAVcus sack, The Purisd iupréeasicn cu she green grass apr eared ; i 
tc be more liks that cf an "x" rather than a true cross. 


Some cr the burned pox ~ions of the wood, which was 
4 Fae 2x4, with a mailed piece of l-inch lunter attached 
tr.2TesO. Were mc-ted to be some dista:.ce from the dure d azée ~. 
— grass. , 


Examization was made of tne exters 2 wall of t “ 
pouse to the lefts of the front deer. . The fount decor «cf the house 
' amd the left wall am covered by a porch arbor. 
: roa 
The exaninatior. disclesei mumerous small holes 2n%&:s 
wal? from appr: xtmatsly the top po ta pe cf the dsor and 
cortirnuing above the top of the dco> frame. Thsre were a Tew 
roles.n the dos > frame, » in the wsll extending from the serch 
azea as well as Z5 tke frams oF what hai formerly been a2 f2>eE> 
o> storm door c= the exie> > frous cf the ko: ° 
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The ¢examiring agents removed focm s-me cf these heies 
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several pe teces of what appeared to be bindshot lead pelleteste = 


— - — 


& SRS, < Seo 

Fhotograrhs of the burned grass ares as well as ee eee 

the~ ares covering what appeared to be a shotgun blast area, otal 

. were made and are beirg retained. Toothpicks were inserted saints: 
in a number of holes in an ——" to show the general . gs 

pattern of the blast. . o> TE 


4 ame” . 
<“»?* 


‘The koles mace ty the shot pellets entered the ... .=-" ae 
sidewalls cf the house at an oblique angle and were pos sibly 2: Soe 
fired from the area of the left front comer of the porch Pe ee 
or nearby. The frame of the ecreern or storm coor had apr arently: apes 
been lett open, and rearly to the ott er wall, as there were ~ —_ 
several indications of shot possibly having hit the docr snSaiihes 
and been deflected, as well as shd&- being found in the cuter 4 
edge of the anos which would have faced towards we left 
f2.2i5 comer cf the porch. 


Tairtsen zieces of the rellevse res*vered . the 
Szentes axe beinse revusnel as possibls fusvurs ¢evicer.ce 
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Center Community, Kingsbridge hoac 
furnished the follow we antorae:tions 


Just prior to the birth of her iast child 
a “eross-burning on the front lawn of the house where 
and his wife formerly resided in the ccmmunity. She had . 
nosiniformation as to the reason the cross was burned and no = ~*%" 
information as to the identity of the individuals who may have caused’ 
or done this thir : 


_- ° 
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4 « _— 


She specifically denisd that shi: had been responsibie.. 
for the cross-burning or that it nad teen initiated at her request. 
She said that she had never known cf another similar such incidens 
in the community and had no personal knowledge as to why the in< cident. 
may have occurred. ee 


To | & 


She said that she herself has never been involved ! 
in any disputes with any of the residents in the community s::4 has er 
occasion assisted some of them in doing housework. Os es 
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On July 17, 1964, 

Nicholson, Georgia, a resident of King's Bridze Road in 
theGenter Community, was interviewed by SAs 

and . 


ose home a cross was burned on the night c 
fay 10, 1964 - May 17, 1964. ‘ 


| She furnished the following information: | Ss eae 


She has known EE = ke was a 
*child, and taug:t him in rs> year.in school as well as 


in later years. As he grew up, he lived with his grandmother 
in the house next to her, and after his grandmother died, 
lived tnere alone until such time as he married. He is a 
high scnocl grasuate, as is his wife. He has no telerhcne 
and is smplcyed in Athens, Georgia. 


She censiders him a reliatle person and one 
‘whe could be trusted. 


On the night cof May 15-17, 1964, a cross was 
burned in frmt of the residence cf however, 
she was asleep and saw no cross bura seard no 
commotion. She stated she had been out that evening and Pie 1 
retuzsnei home az>ourd midnight, and the cross had apparently bre 
been burned after that time. She stated she was sure of + Spx. 
the date inasmich as it happened on the Saturday before ; 
the third Sunday in May, which is their regular day for... =. 
preaching services at the Little Valley Church which is. : a9 


aw 


located near he> home. | e- = 
The cross apparently ffeil from its upright i 

position into a flower bed in frmt of the house and she .-. sae 

not ed that there were still oil staiz.s on the road where : 

appears the cress had been oiled. 22 © oo) irs ed) Se + RE 
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et ws 
was not at home at the time the .y«; 


cross was burned, and came home Sunday morn a7 eo 2 the | 
house had also been shot into. She described an 2 uy BR 


"plain scared She stated he went to the owne L * 
the house, — who lives nearby. -# | 
unable tio ciier any explaration as why one — : 
shoot intc the house of 


: She stated that on the Friday night prior to con 
cress burning, which was on the evening of May 15, 1964, 
a meeting had been scheduled at the church for trustees on 
church husir:ess. Only three members of the group attended 
the meeting ard they did not enter the church to hold the 
. meeting buf sat in the cars. Some white men came up to =: seeaiia-adl 
- these trustees, showed no hadge, and ordered them away. These PENETSM, 
m6, roumer net mown, Claimed to be police oificers. ne 
‘3826 words So the effect, “Let ow wnen you 
having « meeting." She stated WAS not & 
pars of this exp. She could furnis% no other informaticn 
concern:.ng the incidents, and statei the persons attending, 
to her kncwi2age, were 
Ge.crgia. on Megrolia Texrace; who lives 
near Brcvoks Cr: eae which is mr. south |  - 
enter Comnunit 
the churcn 1 
Huil, Geo 
TAME. > <a 


She stated she has aiways been proud of the , 
~slatiais between the races inthe Center Community and hes 
many gool frier.as among toth races. She stated she feels 
the clder wnite residents of theCenter Community ae 
ashamed of the cross-burning incident which occurred. 


She svated she is not acquainted with the 
family. She is aware cf the residence in which the 
family Jives, which is possibly the closest residence %0. 
the Little Valiey Charch. . “ge 


aie ie has 2, did not stay another 
night in the house afl: € cross was burned,ard is. % 
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aa Toa at the home of his father, which is locates 
re 


. oe 
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south of Center Community and east of 0.8. Highway 41. : ae: pease 


A She stated Ci who resides with bre 
‘her, and who is also a teac s no other information to “sid 
furnish concerning this cross-burnirg incident as she was ibowie: 
not home that evening either. 
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X. SUBJECTS IDENTIFIED IN ATHENS, 
CLARKE COUNTY, GEORGIA, AREA 
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ACTIVITIES, OPEN HOUSE RESTAURANT, 234 
WEST HANCOCK STREET, ATHENS, GEORGIA 
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* Sbes. at oS” 49% «i ts . gee P oes een SS Ste 
GROVER B.  EPPs, 420 Hiawassee Aver: sue, Athens, Geo $k: 
operator of the Open Howse Restaurant, 234 West Hancock Streescuuee 
advised that cr the morning of July 11, 1964, he was working #:'¢:i.:.- 
in the Open House Restaurant as grill man from approximately ‘midnier 
until 4 a.m. He stated that during the ccurse of this period <x: ig 
of time, particularly between the hours of 1 and 3 a.m., he noted 
HOWARD SIMS, HERBERT GUEST, DENVER PHILLIPS, CECIL MYERS and. ee 
a fifth persor., whom he does .not kxcw by.name, sitting at 6... * 
table in frort of the kitchen door. This fifth person is a — 
person he has seen at the Open Howe before but whom he does not 
know. He indicated that he did not know the particular tims - 
of their errival or departure within this span of time. 


He then stated that he went outside to sleep in his 
car sometime between 4 and 4:15 a.m. and that this greur wa: 
definitely nct in the restaurant when he went cutside. He cume 
back into the restaurant about 6:20 a.m., at which time the : 

_ group was not in the restaurant. 


- . ~ * . 
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; Mr. EPPS was esked if niin wes in the Oper a 
House Restaurant when he, EPPS, at aprroximately 4 cr 4:15 atm 
to go outside ar.d eleep and the response wes negative. He dic © = 


ote however trat Patrolman GERALD rhe rl ret arned to the 
reataurvarts in his euto mirutes aft-r Wnts «tye, 


a@alreziy dipartea fever tne 


EPPS stated that either the following Mcenday or Tucsday x 
Ce vet urns to the Open House Reataurart, remarking ~~ 
aay Ge Was in the place the previous Saturday morning at abcut | 
5 am., ac which tim SIMS, GUEST ard two cther individuals Phe 
came into the restaurant with guns strapped to their sides. 


asked EPPS, “Why are they toting those big guns arcund. 
It 190xs kind or ccwardly"*™. pa 


stating that 
car up7n his arr.iv 


EPPS was 2sked if he was certain that — a 
mer:tioned : . o'clock a.m. and EPPS replied atiirmativcely*=~ 


401d EPPS he sraw EPFS slceving in the - b 4 sz 
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a ut. 
he Belected without hesitation those of HOWARD SIMS, 2 Ls 
GUEST, DENJER FHILLIPS and CECIL MYERS as being present at the. 
Cpen. House Restaurant between l_and 3 a.m. on July 11, 1964. ce 
He indicated that from the photographs shown him he was unable “—<_ 
to pick out the fifth individual present with SIMS and his. -: + 
group on the early a.m. of July 11, 1964. He selected 


photographs of DOUGLAS MYERS, THOMAS FOLENDORE, PAUL STRICKLAND ses ; 


and HAMPTON TURNER as individuals familiar .to him from coming . 
into the Open House Restaurant. They, however, were not in 
the restaurant cn the morning of July 11, 1964. He. viewed 
the photograph cf JAMES LACKEY but stated it was not clear. 


. enough for him to recognize this individual. He further 


acded that he had seen PAUL STRICKLAND at about 7 p.m. the 
previsus evening, July 10,.1964, at a little league baseball 


-game in which STRICKLAND's as well as EPPS' son participated. 
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GROVER B, EPPS, 420 Hiawassee Avenue, “Athens, Geet Jy ea 
operator of the Open House Restaurant, 234 West Hancock Avenues 5 
Athens, Georgia, furnished the following information: . cee 


LAD & 


“a 3a -. » xe 


He has been in Athens since 1944 and has operated ~ ra 
Open House Restaurant for the last four years. This restaurant 53 
is open 24 hours a day, and on the night of July 10 - 11, 1964; Pee 
he operated the restaurant and worked behind the counter. from meek 
approximately 11:30 p.m., July 10, 1964, to 8:30 a.m., July 11; 
1964. During the time he was at the restaurant, he recalled tied 
there were numerous customers in the restaurant, many of whom ...-- 
he could not name, and recalled particularly the restaurant -..>; 


did a good night's business. 


USERS Aas 
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In the operati 
waitresses, one 
resides at thens, and 
white female, who resides at i 
Athens, and also one ‘MIRRIE MOORE, a Negro female who is the ... .:: 
dishwater, and resides at 187 Fifth Street, Athens, Georgia. _ 
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In the operation of the restaurar X- 50 enplovs 


on tne morning of July 11, 1964, worked at the restauran nhis . 
uniform from approximately midnight to 3:30 a.m. | ee 
- * «RS Sa - 
During the evening business, he recalled one HERBERT - 
GUEST, white male, approximately 37, who operates Guest Garage es 
in Athens and drives a 1960 or 1961 "Cadillac, black ard white, a 
‘two-door hardtop, and a 1959 or 1960 red Dodge convertible, Se 
along with HOWARD SIMS, white male, 37, who drives a 1948 
green faded Chevrolet, was in the restaurant sometime between 
the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 3:30 a.m., on the early morning Busts 
of July 11, 1964. Both GUEST and SIMS carried firearms Lond 
in open view of the public and while in the restaurant had re 
the firearms strapped to their waist. They were aiso accompanied . 
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i three other white males who nat at the same table with - 
them. He could not name the other three white males but 
stated he is acquainted with them having seen them in the. | 
restaurant on previous occasions. ie, 


ay 
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Regarding SIMS and GUEST, he stated he believed 
both were members of the Klan, Athens, and both were | 
recently arrested by the Athens Police Department for some 
activities in a Negro neighborhood, after a shot was fired 
into a Negro house on approximately June 20, 1964. SIMS . 
and GUEST are also friendly with one GROVER PHILLIPS and 
PAUL STRICKLAND; however, he could not recall if PHILLIPS 
and STRICKLAND were in the restaurant on the night of -. 
July 10-11, 1964.:- He,did recall seeing STRICKLAND in the 
Memorial’ Park in Athens at a Little League game at 
approximately 8:30 p.m., on July 10, 1964. However, he 
stated he was not too well acquainted with PHILLIPS or 
STRICKLAND, but PHILLIPS does eat at the restaurant 
occasionally. 


He recalled that on Thursday night two unknown 
white males wearing white shirts and ties, approximately 
37 years of age, came into the restaurant and asked, . 
“Have you served any niggers yet?" He advised them he 
had not but he would serve them if they came into the 
restaurant. These two white males were served hamburger 
steaks and were in the restaurant sometime between 11:30 
p.m., and 2:00 a.m. He never saw these white males 
previously and did not see them in any type of automobile. 
During the night numerous persons came into the restaurant 
who apparently had attended the races in Athens during the 
night; however, he could not recall the identity of any of 
these individuals. He stated that this group filled up . 
three tables and that there were two or three girls present. 
He said that they stayed from 2:00 a.m. to almost 3:00 a.m. 
' and that they were from 25 to 30 years old. He stated po 
also that this crowd comes in regularly on Friday night 
either from Athens Speedway or from the race track in Banks 
County. 
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: EPPS related his restaurant has cacliiiaitiea ten “eights aa 
tables and seven stools. On weekends he does a fairly good ~«: -: 
business and his only competitor in Athens is Uppy's Restaurant : 
and Delicatessen, 247 East Broad Street, Athens, Georgia. He. = 
recalled that sometime on Monday or Tuesday night, July 6, or 80" 
7, 1964, he received a telephone call from an unknown person » 
who stated he was a reverend from New York and requested —_ 
accommodations for 25 persons far breakfast. This person .. <=. 
stated a bus broke down in the area with 25 passengers and . - »% 
they wanted to come to the restaurant for breakfast. EPPS =: :# iz 
advised this unknown person he could not accommodate his. |. ~ > 
group due to his regular customers and would not be able to 
accommodate both. The person hung up and then he received 
a second call wherein the same individual said they were 
coming to the restaurant anyway. During the second papa 


ae 


‘call, EPPS advised this person that he would charge them 


$4. 00 a person for breakfast. This seemed to irritate the 
caller, and he said they would come anyway and do nothing 
but drink coffee. After this telephone call was terminated, 
he called the police department and advised that he expected 


trouble at his restaurant in view of the telephone call, at 
which time the Athens Police Department 
came to the restaurant and sat out front. There was no trouble, 


and the persons who were coming to the restaurant never showed~- **: 
up. 


He related that he is definitely against any sort -.- 
of violence whatsoever and does not condone any of the . 
activities in Athens pertaining to racial matters. He stated. 
he is a highly nervous individual, that he was not in the ™ os 
military service due to this condition, and that he has never 
been arrested or been in any trouble. 


He related that he was willing to cooperate with 
law enforcement agencies regarding this investigation and 
would advise the proper authorities of any information he 
should receive pertaining to this matter. 
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GROVER B. EPPS, pnesten of the Open House ‘Restauvanta 
234 West Hancock Avenue, Athens, Georgia, was contacted regar 


reportedly employed at the Open House Restaurant.” 


AP *" 
, 


A 


“aa Paty 


According to Mr. EPPS, Ga: . a former ee a 
howevér, he was not working on the night of July 10, 1964 ne 
early morning of July 11, 1964, and, in fact, has only worked 
On one occasion at the restaurant since this Saye. <3 

-According to EPPS, is no longer employed, having | 
been dismissed for failure to show up for work. 


Sage 

EPPS reiterated his previous statement that he, nindel?. eee 

had operated the grill at the Open House Restaurant on the night Se 
of July 10, 1964 and early morning of July 11, 1964, until such.-. - se. 


time as he went outside to take a nap in his car. At this tine 
the grill was operated by is Sak 
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ne recallec 
night of July 10-11, 1904, he arrived at «sr at 
approximately midn % and left at approx ‘nate ly 
in the mornin 


aring the course of the eveninj:, and to tke 

best of his knowledge, at approximately 1.°:39 or 1:CO a.m., 
HOWARD SIMS ani HERBERT GUEST arrived at ~=¢€ restaurant. 
Almust immediately behind them was one r&ivER FPHILLIFS. 

and ne cid ...t know if PHILLIPS was with ‘.'EST end SITS 
or they arrived simutareousiy; however, t:.cy sat at the 
same table accompanied by two oth.er white males. The: 
stayed et the restaurant for approximately 30 to 60 
minutes, and he recalled they hai a sandwich and coffee. 
All five sat at a table; and GUEST, SIMS, anda two of thre 
other individuals all were wearirg side arms in open 
view, which he believed to be .38 caliber service 
revolvers and not snub-nosed. 


Ee described the first person ur:known to him az 
being white male with full head of black bap Gark 
complexion, approximately 36 years of age, medium bui2:i, 

5 feet 11 inches to 6 feet, approximately 199 pounds, ~ 
wearing work type clothes. He recalled seeirg this perscn — 
on other ct casicns Sut did not kr.ow his nme. 
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- He described the second indivicusl as a white: 
ae small build with light colored hair, possibly + 
“light brown, 30 to 31 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches :°* "= 
to 5 feet. 10 inches, approximately 180 pourds. — He; ee ak 
also has seen this person before but did nc* know = . 
his name.. : r 
He was not able to overhear any cf the 
conversation at the table of the five individuals 
and could not account for their activities other than 
during the time they were in the restaurant. Both 
SIMS and GUEST and the other two unknown persons 
participated in Klan activities in the Athers area as 
he has seen them at this restaurant wearing white 
robes of the Klan. He believed that SIMS wus more or . 
less the-leader of the group as he seemed to stand out 
more and was a loud talker. 


SIMS 
appears to be respectable but he is very hct tempered, 
and he believes he does not drink alcoholic beverages 


-. He has never hear inte 
use profanity, but he is a loud person and makes .-.... °K 
open statements about the racial situation and is. 
definitely against integration, ard it was nis opinion 
that SIMS is capable of harassing Negro pecrle even to. 
the extent of firing a gun in their automotile. 


SIMS was active during the integration 
activities of the Varsity Drive-In, and he telieved 
he was there with the Klan when they were yricketing 
the new Varsity. He did not know the type of 
automobile that SIMS drove but recalled that. GUEST — 
- drives a 1960 or 1961 Cadillac with white top, which 1s, - 
““S a=two-door hardtop and also drives a 1960 red Dodge *\="% 
 egnvertible with black canvas top. He does nct recall 
; a 
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“ever seeirg SIMS, GUEST, or PHILLIPS with st guns or , 
‘rifles but sta* ed they could possibly have *..is type of 
weapon in their automobi ie. , : 


During his employment at the resta rant on the . 7425-738 
early morning of July 11, 1964, ke recalled -::e es spat a ee 
individuals were at this restaurant. “ii, » 


wSo is a white male : °*&. &@ SeFrVi-¢ 
station and drives a race car at the local rise Cracks 2 osig8-c+. 
This person was accompanied by his wife ane . :cotrer unkrecw: ** 
couple, and other couple L tee the bill for * ir persons. 


He. recalled one EE a white meie, 
-age 22, wr.o is employed at westingnouse, .:) was an we: Ce 
restaurant arocnd 3:00 a.m. with arncther wit + male. — Pas 
acparertly is divorceé and ware ‘» tne reste icc. 
early in the evening with the white male ard returned arsurd 


3:00 a.m. usually hangs out et ike restaursst 
ace waz «dri a@ wieive 1959 Chevrolet, two- issr herdtor. 


woich he, —— Gid not see; however, wanted 
bim to go out acd isok at the car. Ss usuailyv 


a mild tempere:? guy but when drinking, 5 wCky. He aisn 
wears a side arm and when drinking. could t< cepable of - - 
using chis side arm. On the earl a Juay il, 1%%, 
he was drinking. he deecribed : ¢2mpanion 
white male, 20, 6 feet tall, 155 pounds wit: tloréd hair 
cut. 
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He recalled als write male, 3 
26- °7, who resijes at ‘? 
restaurant accompanied. y ore 

white male, BE PEOR EMIT 200 
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and he did not see them in an au utomobile. 


GHD also recalled one —— 
a who previously resided or fanielsviile Road, wey 
ne 


restaurant with another white male ar.: two white 
females. He 2!3 not know these individuals t has seen 
one of the boys and one of the girls previcu:iy. He. 
recalled that the boy with drove a Schlitz beer 
truck approxirately two mo SO oe abba 
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‘who visited the restaurant; however, at eats. time, he a 
not remember their names. - Ss 


He recalled that when he left the restaurant ‘ats “See 
approximately 3:30 a.m. there were about six persons at the, ~%3 
restaurant. He remembered there was one | aeaethennll ae 

» a white male, age 29, who, at cone time, worked ~ es 

- EPPS and now drives a truck on Star Mail Route Ne: 
(picking up mail at small surroundin : b va 
restaurnat at that time was one Nit etn Fe 
duty Athens Police Officer who is a * Sie 
a waitress at the restaurant. eget g 
Athens Police Department who wa me restaurant 
in a patrol car talking with another person. He did not 
recall seeing any other individual in the area of the 
restaurant or on his way home. He stated to his knowledge 
the following places are open in the Athens area at night: 


Spur Station, Highway 29 

Magnolia Service Station, Highway 29 
Texaco Station, Hignway 29 

Billups Station, Highway 29 


Also, he suggested that usually the city street 
sweepers are out early in the morning and possibly could 
have been in the area during the night and milkmen in the 
Athens area are usually delivering their milk after 3:30~- 
a.m. ; 


| He related that GROVER EPPS is a very nervous 
person and has given no indication that he is in sympathy 
with SIMS, GUEST, and PHILLIPS. He recalled that EPPS 
has made the statement that he would not serve Negro — 
people in his restaurant; however, when the President of 
the United States signed the Civil Rights Bill, he | 
related that if the Negro people came to his restaurant, ‘2 
ne would serve them. * 
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of a Negro home in the Athens.area but that STRICKLA!D was % 
in the Open House Restaurant on the night of this shoot ing: 
from 12:15 to approximately 1:00 a.m., and:it was his .~° 
information that the shooting tcok place sometime arcund - 
12:30 or 12:40 a.m. CKLAND ¢rives a white 1963 °-- 
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—— stated he would cooperate fuily regarding .. 

this matter and in the event he obtains any information of “=. 
value, he would immediately relate it to the proper L ata: 
authorities... ee 
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e Officer GERALD FLANAGAN, Athens Folice Departuent, 
advised as follows: ) 


—_ 


He was in the Open House Cafe on Hancock ‘Street, * = 
Athens, Georgia, around 4:00 a.m., July 11, 1964, when he»): 
observed HOWARD SIMS, (first name unknown) LACKEY, DENVER 


PHILLIPS, HERBERT GUEST along with two other urucnown white 
males. 


These inéividuals uevally made a lot of noise i i $ae33 
when they came intc the cafe and usually aie and stayei <= 7. = 
in the cafe fcr an hour or s0; however,. this night oniv 


two of them orderec hamburgers and they were very quiet . 
and left in a few minutes. 
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“Date - Jury 5, ist 


¥ | GERALD M, FLANAGAN, Patrolsen, Atkens, sicitibin : 
Police Department, residing at 273 Chatooga Avenue, Athens i) 
Georgia, was interviewed on: July 15, 1964, at the Residert 
Agency at which time FLANAGAN advised as ——* 


He stated that on July 11, 1964, he was working 
from midnight until 4:00 a.m. as a patrolman and that he 
spent a considerable portion of this four-hour shift at 
the Open House Restaurant in Athens. He indicated that 
he was in and out of this all-night restaurant throughout « 
the tour of duty. He further stated that hts gir? frieni, 

who resides on . 23 
‘employed in S restaurant as 4 waitress. 


i Bétween 3:00 and 3:30 a.m. on July 11, 1964, e 
FLANAGAN said he observed the following individvals known ~~ 
ts him as Kiansmen enter irsatant restavrant: DENVER 
PHILLIPS, HERBERT GUEST, HOWARD SIMS, JAMES LACKEY, and 

a fifth unidentified white man whom FLANAGAN canrct 
otherwise describe. These individuals with the excepticn 

of the unidentified male and PHILLIFS were armed with 
pistols strappea to their sides. 


Patrolman FLANAGAN stated that he can place tae 
these individuals at the Open House Restaurant unti 


approximately 3:50 a.m. when he walxedj outside to speak ate 
with and a the b27c -4. 
Athens ce Department who ruised up in a patrol | bark sci 


_car outside the eating establishment. 


FLANAGAN said that he went off _éuty at 4:00 a.m. 
acd had driver hie working partner, A 
oe residerice. FLANAGAN that he returned -—~ 
to e e 


n Hovee kitchen at approxirately 4:05 a.m. to 


ms 7/15/64. ., Athens, Georgia 
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aoa 


Melina 
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have breakfast with his girl friend, QED and. that the 

Klansmen were not at the restaurant at this time. FLANAGAN. wae , 
said that he remained in the restaurant until after 5:00 a.m. ™ 

and that from 4:05 a.m. until he left he did not see any ot ae 
these irdividuals in the restaurant. | ceciaiaie. ; 
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FLANAGAN indicated that as far as he was concerned, 
the Klansmen probably left this restaurant somewhere between . 
3:50 a.m, and 4:05 a.m. on July 11, 1964. Artec 


wee 


EP AS 


." . 
os 
< 


ag nf 
‘Fxg 
~ "5 
ESA 
<\ 
ee 
7 
ee 
BAZ 
i 
> 
ay 
os 
eee : 
St : 


FLANAGAN explained that he is well acquainted with: 
these individuals and that it is their nightly habit to eat 
at the Open ‘House Restaurant and patrol the Athens area 


examinirg license tags on automobiles driven by Negroes. 
> 


: —_— ~~. e 
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FLANAGAN stated that this examination of license 
tags apparently has resulted from the fact that previously 
-_DENVER PHILLIPS, one of the group, was charged with displaying 
an improper tag on his automobile. FLANAGAN said that as a 
result, the Klansmen have been attempting to find violaticns 
of a similar nature for the past three or four weeks and 
have been cruising the area calling to the attention of 
police expired license tags and tags which appear to be | 
displayed on the wrong vehicle. The activities of these 
Klansmen with relation to the tags, however, eo vee 
vehicles being cperated by Negroes. 
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FLANAGAN citéd two incidents in which he personally . , 
was involved resating to automobile tags. > 
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: He said that in approximately the first part of =f 

July, a Negro maie accompanied by a female driving a red and. a 

white Oldsmobile with a New Jersey license stcpped FLANACAN ee 
on Prince and Meigs Street in Athens and requested directions * ..8? 

to Atlanta, Georgia. At about this time HOWARD SIMS appeared; FF ~ 

walked behind the Negro's car to examine the license plate, -2°35 

and said in FLANAGAN's presence to the Negro, "Hit 29 you ~; xh 

_ black 8. O.B. and g° back , New sire where you came SPOR cs ger 
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ie FLANAGAN related another incident aes wee 
_. recently invol. 27g some Negro individuals who were diepleying-- 
on their vehicle an expired license plate. These Negro men ns 
called the police department advising that a carload of white 
men armed with pistols and shotguns followed them into a = 
service station on West Broad Street in Athens. FLANAGAN : 
identified these white men as SIMS and his group. " a 
7 i AP ek hs ca Hi bie ae er ee ann we pate 
FLANAGAN recalled another incidex where these es 
‘Klansmen had called to the attention of the police an im: rop=r 
‘tag on a Negro man's Ford automobile which tag had actual Ly Sat _ 
been issued for display on an Oldsmobile 88. FLANAGAN stated  sgus 
that police investigation had verified that this tag was ~~ ws 
improperly displayed; however, the Negro individual had just ee 
purchased the Ford automobile and had not had time to acquire "vax 
proper license plates. Ry Sak 


Cn or:e occasion recently FLANAGAN stated he haa 
occasion to discuss with HOWARD EPFS, owner of the Open 
House Restaurant, what his thoughts were ccncerning the 
nightly visits of armed Klansmen to the restaurant. Mr. 
EPPS ir:dicated that he was not pleased with these visits 
and cited an incident wherein a Negro male had appeared 
in frorit of the restaurant, whereupon HOWARD SIMS got up, 
went out to his car, and brought in a shotgun placing it 
across his lap. SIMS is reported to have eaid referring 

- to the Negro, “If that S.0.B. or any of his friends down 
the street atterpt to come in that door, I'll let them 
have it." 


In addition to himself, FLANAGAN stated ise *. 


felt his girl friend, a oe 
might be able to place these indivicuals in the 


restaurant on the morning c i 964 
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- The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agents JACK B. SIMPSON and CLARENCE A. BROM: .- 
; Patrolman GERALD M. FLANAGAN, Athens Police Depart. 
ment, Athens, Georgia, residence - 273 Chatooga Avenue, 

Athens, was questioned on July 16, 1964, relative to the 


early morning of July 11, 1964, at which time he had been. Sete 
in the OPEN HOUSE RESTAURANT. 


He was asked if he could recall how HERBERT GUEST + ARES 
and his associates of the evening had been dressed. FLANAGAN. .. 
stated that GUEST was wearing a white shirt and green pants, 


both work clothes, of the type furnished by RENTEM, INC., - 


Market Street, Athens, Georgia. According to FLANAGAN, _ 
PHILLIPS was wearing a similar type work clothes, and JAMES 
LACKEY was dressed in a black shirt with khaki pants. : 
FLANAGAN said he did not recall how the other two individuals. 
in the group were dressed. 


FLANAGAN was asked to explain how he had fixed the po 
time that this group left the OPEN HOUSE RESTAURANT on july 11,= 
1964, and he explained as follows: | 


“TES +s 


He stated his tour of duty was scheduled to end at 


4:00 AM, and that at approximately 3:50 AM, he went cutside 
the restaurant to speak with and that subse- 


quently, he took his partner, 


home and that aD wes scheduled to go off duty at 4:00 ~ “i= 


FLANAGAN said that after dropping@orf at 
his residence, he, FLANAGAN, immediately returned to the OFEN 
HOUSE RESTAURANT and had breakfast with his girl friend, 


and he figured the time to be approximately=>*: 
said that when he went to talk to 


Je 


| a 3: 50. AM, GUEST and his associates were in the restaurant. ‘3 


were 


and that when he returned at se siuinananettited 4; iS AM, . these * See 
_ individuals had gone. -. ne ie ented Sim 
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5 GERALD M, FLANAGAN, Patrolman, Athene, phase : 
Police Department, who resides at 273 Chatcoga Avenue, - a 
Athens, viewed a group of photograpis which group contairnec™ 
three photographs of cECIL WILLIAM MYERS, be 

| oy, 

- FLANAGAN identified the photographs of MYERS as  °..*=. 
being one cf the five individuals whom he had cbeerved betweer: ee 
3:00 and 3:30 a.m., July 11, 1964, at the Open House Restaurant, . .. 
234 West Hancock Street, Athens, Georgia. eae 
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The other individuals in this gzoup were Derren : 
PHILLIPS, HERBERT GUEST, HOWARD SIMS, and an vurident:fted -. .2:. 
Ste male. 


Fee 


" PLANA: 3AN on identification of the af oe aph cr 
” MYERS identified it as being an inctivédual w r 
* pointed cut to him as JAMES LACKEY, 


ts the Coen House Restaurant at ars: ‘tmaesiy ee | 

At that time the five indiviauals be + pap revers 

were ro ionger at the restaurant. sLANAGA sesbes ke 
remaired et the restaurant until after 5:C) a.m. on 
gely 11, 1964. an2 that the group previcusly referred te 
had net returnec to the restaurant. 


Inciuied in the group of photographs aisplave-< |, .. 
to FLANAGAN were THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE ena FAUL T. 
STRICKLAND, FLANAGAN stated these individuals were 
unknown to hin. 
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tzdbe 
“ptnens Police Department, Athens, Georgia, was.intervi ewed . neni 
relative to the individuals he had observed at the ae 

Youse Restaurant on the early morning of July 11, 19 

In connection with this matter, Officer FLANAGAN N’ furnished 

The SoLLOWINE signed statement: 
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as " 
"I, Gerald Flanagan, make the following vo ductary sites 
statemert to Jack B. Simpson whom I know to be a 


Special Agent .of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


Pi. eee Eee 
! ry 


"r iow I need not make this svz.te! ment and if 
I do 1t might .te used in a court of law in connestim 
with an official investigaticn. 


_ de ee 
TT) ate phy lp ‘ 
’ fs. 


"x have been shown a group of twenty-one photos 


andi hgve ckcsen from this grcup four photos of 
ir.diviitials seen hy me at the Open Hose Restaurant 
in Athens, Ga. on 7/11/64 between 3:50 a.m. an 
4:05 a.m. These men were in the Open House at 


33:50 a.m. but were not in the restaurant when I 
revurr.e2i at 4:05 a.m. 


"after chocsing these pic tures, I was asxei >: 
Special Agexs Simpson to turn the photcs over and . 
read the usmes which I had n>t previously seen. I 
have identified Herbert Guest, Cecil Myers, Howard 
Sims ani Denver Phillips as the gou; observed br me 


on 7/11/54 at the Open House Restaurant. 


- 


les have read these two pages er.d find them tres. 


/s/ derald M. Flarscan 


or _ Athens, Georgia 


Date scald 7 Be 
ond to. 


This document ecnte sions of the FBI. It és the property of the FSI . 
your egency; tt end fis contents ere not to be distributed onteits eqency. . 
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Oy FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST (ION 
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Date 


Or. Joly 24, 1964, Patrolman GERALD FLANA2SAN, 


Athens Police Department, Athens, Georgia, was reintez~view 
4n comnectio.x. with his beirg at the Oper: House Restanz-1::% 


in Athens, Csorgia, during the early morning of July 1:, 
1964. He furnished the following signed statement: 


- 


7 (24/63 


PS | toa ‘ ‘e ‘ 


"Tl, Gerald Flanagar., make the fol lowing 
Voluctsry statement tc Jack B. Simr:::n whom i kw 
t> be @ Special Agent of the. Fedewal Bureau cz 
Investigation. 

: "T have teen told that I need not make a 
Heato2ous andl if I.do 2% might be wussi in cours 
de: Cormecticc, with an cfficial invesvigasio:. 


"Tt -as been called t; 
rc lics .rec:rds show I wens « 
clolook a.m. on 7/i0/E-+ ant was of 


T/iaJo: Te 


PRegazdiess of my duty status,. 
Open Huse Restaurant during the early morning 
revwurs of 7/11/64. I dir gv out to speak with 
a approx ma‘ vely 3350 &.M. and Den vs= 
oT: dodbccent » Gacev, Hovard Sin: ‘ 
Myers, ales wth a fitfvn white male . wer re 
westavvont at this tine. 


“ee aa 
IT was @v Gt: 


"I did come back into the restaurant ai 
Gout 43:75 aem on 7/11/04 and these men were 2: 
ther: prese:.v. 


"I muy ve confused as to my duty sits 
morcr.¢ a::1 I may be ¢cc:cdussd eters “3 
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by 


TLEALEA as Avnsosy qecrgia File # An 157-725 


SAs JACK BK. SIMPSON 9:3 


Date dictated TLe5f61 
CIARENCE A. BROM /k>p 
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home at 4:00 a.m. but I am certain 
L Eaw vaess men at 3:50 a.m. ard mas they we 232 
as 4305 &.mM. 


wate reason I may be confuse othe 
statas.- 2s that I was working a lot » 

ard i had been — him off az !. 
work, 


"T am very clear about being + 
Houge on the mornirg of 7/11/64 regsrdi 
wetter I was there on duty or now. 


” the Opsé:. 
ees cf 


"Wy }j--ow I stepped cutside to valk with 
abous 3:50 a.m and =I jerow I went 
racs a cup of celSce wito 


== aS en Se 4305 GBeMe OT 7/12 ww te 


reali these tirse paz 


bee 


" /8/ Ss 


~a i) M. Pia.2K —_— 


, Simpson, Sp. Agent, F3z, 
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Dete Jitly 13, 1964 
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advised thatidt= 
ne arrived a e Open, House restaurant, west ancock Avenue, -° -* 
at about 4:1C a.m., on July 11, 1964. He said he Waseseated-4— 3. 
at the counter and about five or ten mirutes after he arrived =. bp: 


(FNU) GUEST, friend, who operates a garage Fancock Avenue, 
— 


hi 03 


7 . J ~~ 
rt fo Naf), 
* oe" o 


e's 
ra 


HOWARD SIMS, and two others entered. said that they 
were seat ed. at a booth some distance fru », and he did not 
overhear any of their conversation. 


Ue ee 4 
P4x 


tt 


“ 
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. ‘« < ~ P, . 
Fal ) Tay ns 
=) ae p 
te (tated. 
rt ty er bb *. 


=? said he left about 4:30 a.m., and the GUEST 

and SIMS grour left moments thereafter. He said that when the Lb 
group came out at ctout 4:30 a.m., they got into GUEST's Cadillac, van 
a black late model vehicle, backed out, and drove west on Hanccc# 
Avenue, 


$070; 
~ f,, anh vas 
sy 


qi: 


Age 8 
Mes 


“i eeb iar 


: He said he could not say whict: directton they went off 
Hancock or if they continued on. | 


re, said his attsnticn was drawn ‘to the gerccr, b>, 


tecanse ¢ach was carrying a gun. The guns being carried looked 
like Standard firearms and not home-mats or convertei Dyes 
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| -*? 7’ a , 3 
BAGEL PA ES bin tet ee 
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He .2°a*+JjJ that che group waz in tne re 
perhaps ten t. fiftsen minutes. There was no seals 
drinking and nothing suspicious other than their 
firearms. 


tx. 


i 
te 
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He described the other individcualz witn CUES? end SI 


Whits Wniste 

Male | | M2".¢e 

Ags, mic 30's Age, aout 35 
Heicht, ft Height, 6! 
180-199 pounda 19:-185 pounds 
Hair- black, thinning Hair - dark 
Dress - Sport shirt, loud. Drs3s - Sport c 
No glassés | Carried gun in 
Carried gun in hoister, apy-eared to be 
which recked like .38 

Or 45. 


On 7/13/64 __ot Athens, Georgia _ File #_Atlanta 257-788 * 
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said that there were several people in 
the restaurant at the time; however, he was unable to identify 
any of them. He said that he believed one individual in the 
restaurant was a new police officer on the Athens Police s cc 
Department, named FLANAGAN. He said this individual gave 
considerable attention to the waitress. Said there was only 
one waitress present at the time. 


said that he digg¢: aa “ter during 
about midday con Saturday with his son, an 


officer of the Athens Police Department and told him that "vhey' 
will get into trouiie "toteing" a gun. | 


ae WEED 22: eras on July 13, 1964, he spoks 
with GROVER EPFS, the cperator of Open Hzuse Restaurant and 


commented to him that he had seén GUEST and SIMS in his rests :rar:* 52. 
early Saturday morning, commenting tnat they will get into 
trouble carsying gus. 


Wwe satd **at he saw GUEST and his asscciates in she + 
restaurant about 4:39 a.m., and EPPS commented that tn+y had 
also been there about 1:30 a.m., on the same date. EFPS offered t 
no further informasSicn i concerning their presence ir. Fe 
the restaurant eariier that morning. : 


“| oil 
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. : , 
~ > - ==> * = =. _* = a -_- — -_ -« - - > — tines a came 


Sy =f : on e@- morr ng - @ J 

e hac occasion to go to the Open House Reetaurant, 33 e 
Hancock Street. He placed the time as shortly after 4 a.m., ~ 

stating that he got up about 3:50 a.m., washed and dressed “**4;= | 
and drove down to the Open House 5 ag IST in his 1964 pickup... .. joa 
He estimated that it was approximately 4:15 a.m. when he arrived™ we :: 
at the restaurant. Te Sees 


sn ge 


- 


While was in the restaurant, HOWARD SIMS * 
and HERBERT GUEST, m.he has known personally for a.number hee 
of years, alors with two other unkznown men, came into the .... , 
srestaurant. He stated all were armed with pistols strapped te ia 
‘their side. They sat at a table next to the ice machine Wiese ee 
is the second table from the kitchen entrarce. “Rast aE: 5 


~ As «a7 “-S- 


~ 


= as stated he did nct speak to them. They . 5 
remained the place approximately thirty or thirty-five bo. 
minutes and departed in GUEST's Cadillac, which he stated was... 
parked next tc the window of the Pest Office Annex facing the 


restaurant. He stated they went west on Washington Street but 
does not know which direction they went beyond that. mee 


3 ie cell was shown a group of 24 photographs from which - 
he immediately selected the photographs of HOWARD SIMS ard HERBERT | 
GUEST. He also selected the photograph of PAUL STRICKLAND, whém © ~-3 
he knows,but stated STRICKLAND was not with this group.on.this - =. 
occasion. He was umable to pick out the photograph cf the ~ wrettee 
other two individuals from amongst the group cf phctographs 
shown him, which included suspects THOMAS FOLENDORE, DOUGLAS — 

MYERS, HAMPTON TURNER, CECIL MYERS and DENVER PaLiaa 50 
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a Te «as thers, Georgia ~ 
| SAs JACK B. SIMPSON and... a — 
by, __-_CEARENCE A. BROW/kczh - Be ey ee alee 
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mh 3 : Tle following investigation was conducted by spect 
Agents JACK B, SIMPSON ane CLARENCE A, BROM::. ; 


_ 
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i is 


et Py 
He advised that about 1:30 a. Me, Saturday. July 11 eer 
1964, he had occasion to be at the Open House Restaurant on Wee 
Hancock Street, Athens, Georgia, at which time he observed HOFA 
SIMS, JAMES LACKEY, PAUL STRICKLAND, and RBERT GUEST at the. eh 
Open House. He pointed out that he drove 
restaurant from the Peoples Se 
obtaining a bottle of milk. 
and SIMS were armed with pistols strapped on their sides, 
he cannot Gay whether STRICKLAND and GUEST had guns. 


Tecoma further advised that he did not gee “any 

> of these individuals again that night until about 5:15 to 5: 230: 
a.m., when he saw HOWARD SIMS go up Prince Street in the iS a : 
directicn of his residence in his old model green Chevrolet. 


far iy could determine, SIMS was alone in thes fen: Boost 
- ear. na 


= 


es ah “> *e 


stated that on the morning of July 1 — 
1964, he observed Officer FLANAGAN, who works the 4:00 p.m. . pt ht 
midnight shift in the Open House Restaurant where his gir] ati 
friend, is employed as a waitress. 2 


oe 4 


me stated that the place WAS} 
quite crowded a 730 a.m., but he mpemeril not identify other © 
occupants in the place by name, * 
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(2) 
% Dete July 28. i964 


At bens, Selicete Police 
Deper taaees * auvised that he was on duty from micuight to £:09 AM } 
ly 11, 1964. He was riding in a patrol car with anal = 


advised that af: about i:JG AM, July ll. 


1964, he stogped off at the Peoples Service Staiion on Oconee Sircei, 
chore iy ‘s employed as an attendant. After some 

convers ey rove QM to the Open House Restaurant 

vher qa purchased a carton of milk. Qi stated 

that a Ough he Gid not go into the restaurant, une saw HOWARD De 
SIMS in the restaurant along with others whom he could not 


identify. He stated that when came out he siated that 
JAMES LACKEY was in the place w MS. 


em further advised that iie returned tc. 
the Open House Restaurant sometime between 3:30 ana 4:00 AM, 

at which time he taiked to Patrolman GERALD FLA>NIGAN, who vas 
not o~ duty at tne time. He stated that he did 1:o1. poy any 
attention as to wh? was in the restaurant and cannek say woethen 
SIMS and bis prOup were there at this time or =<°*. He agi. 
stated that at arcur:a 5:30 AM he saw HOWARD SIMS criving a 
Princes Avenue and Chase Street in his oid green Usevrolet. 

He assimec he was on his way home as he lives in tnat dire 

SIMS was 21ione in the car. 
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7/28/64 i Athens, Georgia 


SAs CLARESCE A. EROM and 


by . J&SCK B. SIMPSON /darm tn Manone 7/ 28/ o4 ‘ 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned t< 
your egeancy; it end ite contents cre not to be distributed outside sia 


. ne n > 


ow 


BS AT AN ea oe a 
5 ie sana eee 


» ~*~ 
So ee 


— ee 


ee ™ 
. en — 
a 


eS ae *. @ : 


a —-—2 e. : 


—_ “« = - 
OF Bees 
- @ 

: ’ — : 


= = 


eS oe ’ seegees 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI 
E:CLOSURE COVER | 


=_— _ eo —/ 
oo > 


sunyect: PENVIC 


FILE: //- aS§&73 


SECTION. // OF #3 _ 


THIS SECTION IS COMPRISED OF _97/_ PAGES 
HICH WERE REVIEWED FOR THIS RELEASE. 


237. PAGES ARE AVAILABLE FROM THIS SECTION 
FOR KrELEASE. 


THIS IS ENCLOSURE // OF _.25 ENCLOSURE(S) 


NO DUPLICATION FEE 
FOR THIS PAGE 


roses mer. -asee) == PE FEDERAL BUREAU OF ame 1ON 


7/16/64 


The following investigation was conducted with 
respect to the route from the Open House Restaurant in Athens, 
Georgia, to the scene of the shooting in Madison County, 
Georgia, and to the Sawmill Road in Elbert County, Georgia, 
utilizing FBI Car #288, a 1964 Chevrolet. 


The investigating agents recorded location, time, 
and mileage on this trip as follows: 


Location Time Mileage 


Open House Restaurant 3:32 p.m. 01242.6 
234 West Hancock Ave., 
Athens, Georgia 


Monuments on Broad St., 3:34 p.m. 01243.0 
Athens 


Guest's Garage, 3:37 p.m. 01243.4 
adjacent to Route 29 | 


Junction Highways 72 3:41 p.m. 01245.6 
and 29 


Hull, Georgia, city 3:46 p.m. , 01249 .6 
limits, Route 72 


Colbert, Georgia, 3:52 p.m. 01254.4 
city limits 


Colbert City Hall 3:524 p.m. 01255.0 


Intersection Highways 3:55 p.m. 01256.5 
72 and 172 


Intersection Highways 4:00 p.m. 01260.8 
172 and 98 : 
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Location | Mileage 


Shooting scene, Madison : 01267 .3 
County, Georgia, side 
of Broad River Bridge 


Scraps on Broad River : 01267 .34 
Bridge 


Point beyond Broad 01267 .44 
River Bridge in Elbert 
County, at which victims 
indicated they turned 
_ around : 


Sawmill Road in Elbert 01267.7% 
County, Georgia, off 

Highway 172 at which 

location tire impres- 

sions recovered 


It is noted that this trip from Athens, Georgia, 
to the Broad River Bridge crime scene area was made at an 
average speed of 50 miles per hour and, -further, that it was 
made during a period in the day when traffic was somewhat 
heavy. 


The total distance from the Open House 
Restaurant to the point of shooting in Madison County, 
- Georgia, is 24.7 miles, with the driving time at the rate of 
approximately 50 miles per hour being approximately 34 
minutes. 


[It was noted that on this trip, between the Open 
House Restaurant and the shooting scene, there were no 
extremely isolated areas, prior to the scene of the shooting, 
and the road between these two locations was a narrow, 
two-lane highway with numerous curves. 

> 
A return trip was made from the Sawmill Road, 

ending at Guest's Garage in downtown Athens, with mileage 
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and times being continued as follows: 


Location Time Mileage 


Sawmill Road 4:08 p.m. 01267.7% 
turn-around 


Scene of wreck, 4:18 p.m. 01279.0 

intersection Highways 

72 and 172 where 

victims’ car left road 

in Madison County, 

Georgia 

Guest's Garage, : e 01292.0 
’ 425 East Hancock Avenue, | 
, Athens, Georgia 


The mileage from the Sawmill Road in Elbert 
County, Georgia, to Guest's Garage in Athens is approximately 
24.24 miles. This was covered at an average speed of 
60 miles per hour and took a total of 24 minutes. 


The total mileage for the round trip was 
48.94 and the driving time consumed was 58 minutes. 


An additional reading was made on the 
speedometer as follows: 


Guest's Garage to Open House, by 

way of Hancock Street - 
Beginning mileage...01292.0 
Ending mileage......01292.3 


Open House Restaurant to 

People's Service Station - 

Oconee Street 
Beginning mileage...01292.3 
Ending mileage......01292.9 


From People‘s Service Station to 
Guest's Garage - 

: Beginning mileage...01292.9 
Ending mileage......01293.23 
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°b-302 (Hew. 1-23-64) 


On Fuely 16, 1D y 
Ather.s, aeorgia, wae wh egal oes at witch {sme 
advised that he hada beer work! rg on July ic, 15534, > 
wmiodnighk.t at tt.e Feoples Cil Company on Ocor.ee Szsreet arc 
that he ha teen relieved by employ=<e, 


= 


— saii that at a 
"a-ring Cc: 3 11, 1904. | 


7 Ree ie . 


= a Service ‘Station anc ror c; 


them in the poitce car te the Open Houze 
Weet Hariccck Street. Athens. 


Jipon srrival at this ali-: 
stated that. he nc ti-ed “2atde 


staveld he noted the precerce 
HCWARD SIMS. JAMES ILCKEY, &:.3 
bnew wacm he could :st recall +> rae. 
avec that as .c enteszre!t She resta: rant. SIMS ax hes 


a 
asecetnhes wer=> ieavirng. eneaitll as asked +! he kad orserve3 


the vek:icle in which SIMS and his e«sscciate=s devartec rror. 
the Open House Restaurant and hs replieli negativeiy. 


etated that he got a glass cf rick at the 
restaurant and returned to the service sta*ion, treing visits 


there subsequently Ly ae c 
tre Athens, Gecrgia Police Departmert. CSUuticveu 


ime at apprcaximately two o'clock in the morning ana PF ted 
that ~~ then took "a kid who hangs arosnd the 
home cn Wetherson Street. 
~scailed arriving at his reridetice, 
&4t epp-roximately 2:15 a.m, on Fury ll. 19, 
<2 HOWARD SIMS az his associates dr! 
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the course of the evening except as they departed the Ops 
House Restaurant at approximately 1:00 a.m. 


; —_ stated that he has seen LACKEY, SIMS, and 
.members of his group wearing guns on occasions; hewever, he 
indicated that it is his philosophy to "do unto cthers as 
you want them to do to you." He was reluctant to ciscusa 
in any detail LACKEY, SIMS, or the group ani kept repestirng 
that "I wen't tell any lies, but I just dcn't kw arythirg 

about these pecple." He said that he worked at Fecples 
Oil Company, ard in his off-hours spent his time fixing up 
automobiles anc reselling them. He classed LACKEY as his 
friend but stated they do not visit at each other's komme. 


stated that although he corsiders LACKEY a 
friend, he selcom discussed personal matters and tnat LACKEY £7 «_ 
is not a communicativ erson. When asked if LACKEY is 4 
member of the Klan, Gap zie: he did not -know. 
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Mrs. MIRIAM MOORE, 187 Third Street, Athens, Georgia, 
telephone 466-254, Negro femaie, age 38, was interviewed and 
furnished=the followirg information: 


Mrs. MOORE has been employed eas a dishwasher at the Open 
Heise Restaura: 234 West Hancock Avenue, Athenz, since April. 2 96's, 
and works the righ’ shift from 11:30 p.m. to 7:32 a.m. “She W283 on 
duty on Friday, July 10th from oe 11:30 p.m. to approxima... 
7:30 a.m. Saturday, July 11, 196 


Mrs. MOORE cbserved that HERBERT GUEST and four or five «‘ 
'S regular commanicns were in the Open Rouse Restaurant cn Fricay 
.yening, July 30, 19€4, at approximately midnight. She was wnabie + 
identify any of the four or five companicns of GVEST Ty name <1 © 
stated that she has seen each of these individuais in GVEST'sS ¢z-"2.> 
eon several occasicns in the past. She mcted that white in the 
restaurant at anprceximately midnight, Juiy 10, 1964, all of these :=:: 
were wearing sidearms, Within an hour's time, she obzerved that 
GUEST and his ctimpar.tcns were not ir: the restaurant; ho owever, she ws: 
not aware of tt:= tim- that they departed the restaurant. 

Mrs. MOORE explained that there were rormaliy twe dtehwach: 
i @uby during the right shift but on July 10-12, 1964, she waz aioe 
And because it «as ytite busy that evening, she was inasle =: 
the floor of thse main dining area at her usual time of <e3fi a. 
3:00 a.m. She recailed compitting her eweeping job at exactiy 
Saturday mornirn.c, July 13, 1964, she peered out +.0 the dir:ing area 
ef the restaurant and nceticed that HERSERT GUEST and the tame fsur 
five cospanions wer? seating snemselves at one cf the tables, 


Mrs. MOORE stated that w Se ee ee. 
t- GUEST and his cczrantcns at this time. She rzez2ali=-d 


time she looked ou* “3 one Gining area, approximately 15 
hte ey tue Sime at approximately 5:30 a.m., she noticed 
“% bis ccmpanions were not in the restaurant. 
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She recaized their presence at the rectauranS at Buch 3:: 
early morning heur 48 being unusual as she had rever recalled 
seeing them in the restaurant at that heur on prior cccasicn:. 


Although reither GUEST ncr any of his comzanions has 
=-er made any threatening remarks cr actions toward her, she ras 
3lways felt that because of the marner in which GUEST cccasi:rali’ 
-t°res at rer, she feels that GUEST wouid like 3o "cut me in twe.’: 
She was unable to say whether or not GUEST and ris comranicnr? wer: 
armed upon their return to the restauran® in the early mernir.z 
hours of July ll, i964. 


She recalied that when she first heazd of the 
LEMUEL A, PENN. on Saturday afternoon over the radio, she 
suspected thas HERSERT GUEST and his ccmpanions as having 
par& in the shcoting. 
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LANDYS MIRIAM MOORE furnished the following voluntary 
statement co:::erning the identities of suspects at the Open Hotse 
Restaurant the morning of July 11, 1964. Mrs. MOORE is emp? wheal as é 
dishwasher at the restaurant in Athens, Georgia: 


"Athens, Georgia 
July 2%, 196 


"I, LANDYS MIRIAM MOORE, make the followin: voluntary 
statement to CLARENCE A. BROM who has iden'‘:ified himseif as a 
Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigaticn. I have 
been advised I do not have to make a state::ont and any 
statement I make may be used in court in c.»nection with an 
official investigation. 


"T am 38 years old and reside at 157 Third Street, Athcns, 

Ga. I have a tenth grade education. I am employed as 4 disi.e 
washer at the Open House Restaurant, 234 W. Hancock St.. 
Athens, -since April 1964, 


"On Friday, July 10, 1964, I started work «+ 
Restéurant at about 11:30 p.m..and finish=: a 

on July 11, 1964. This was a very busy niint and I aia not 
get en opportunity to sweep out the restauran® until Jate. 
As I was finishing this job I locked at th: clock in the 
restaurant and saw that it was 5:CO a.m. 


~he "Saha — 
5ous 
ana 


"About 10 or 15 minutes later I brought cu: some dishes from °*: 
kitchen and saw five men seating themselves at a table in tic 
corner near the hat rack next to the juke hex. Everyons of 
these men had a gun strapped to his side. They stayed in the 
restaurant arout a half hour or longer. 


"These same m=sn were in the restaurant eariier that night. I 
did not see them come in or leave the first time tut it was 
sometime arour.d 1:00 a.m. The first tims they were in tne 
restaurant that night they sat at the tabls in front of the 
kitchen door. These that I could see had guns on them at tnat 
time also. 
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"I mve been shown a group of 24 pictures including these of 
HERBERT GUEST, HOWARD SIMS, JAMES S. LACKEY, THOMAS FOLENDORE, 
CECIL MYERS, PAUL STRICKLAND, DOUGLAS MYERS, DENVER PHILLIPS 
and HAMPTON TURNER. 


"From this group I have selected the photographs of HERBERT 
GUEST, HOWARD SIMS and DENVER PHILLIPS as cefinitely bein: 
at the Open House Restaurant after 5:00 am und also earlier 
the night of July 11, 1964. 


"TI have alsc selected photographs of CECIL MYERS, PAUL 
STRICKLAND, THOMAS FOLENDORE, DOUGLAS MYERS, and HAMPTON 
TURNER as being in the Open House Restaurar.t at various 
times in the past but I am not certain that they were in 

the group on Saturday morning, July 11, 19€¢4&. I only knew 
Mr.: GUEST by name as it is on his shirt arc I friave heard the 
others call him HERBERT. 


"T recall that it was unusual fcr this grcup ts in 
together that late at night. They did nct appea acs anv 
differently than usual. 
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"I further recall that I was in and out of the dining 4re2 
for about an hour before I finished sweeping during which 
time this group was not in the restaurant. 


iNey pee ng 


‘ay 


"I have read these four pages and they are true and correct 


/s/ LANDYS MIRIAM MOORE 
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“witreessed by: 

CLARENCE A. BROM, Special Agent, F.B.I., 
Newark, N. J., 7/24/64 

JACK B. SIMPSON, Sp. Agent. FBI, 

Atlanta, 7-24-64," 
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1 | Dete July 17, 1964 


aan " the Open House Restaurant, ad ina - 


- uly 11, 1964, she was working at. this restaurant as a waitress 
oh the 11:30 p.m. to 7:30 a.m. shift. -~ - 2 bZ- 


She indicated that at approximtely midnight she 
recalled seeing HERBERT GUEST, HOWARD SIMS, DENVER PHILLIPS 
and two other white males, whom she knows by sight but not by 
name, enter instant restaurant. , 


She recalled that HERBERT GUEST was dressed in a 
white shirt and green pants (work clothes) and that the white 
shirt bore the lettering “Guest's Garage" and also the letterin: 
"Herb." | 


a that DENVER PHILLIPS was sinilarly 
dressed to HE ST; however, PHILLIPS’ shirt was b 
inscribed "DENVER," J 


said she did not recall the dress of SIMS 
nor did she recall the dress of the other white males. 


— indicated that it was her recollection that 
four of these individuals were armed with pistols on their 
sides and that as best she could recall PHILLIPS was not 
armed. She said that they sat in a group by themselves and 


ordered coffee. 


Ly Pe 


bo. 


Working at the t stauran fanace 
GROVER EPPS and employees 
and dishwasher 


stated she could not recall any cf the 
names of e customers present in the restaurant at this 
time. She explained that around midnight the restaurant beccmes 
a scene of great activity and that business is usually very 
good at this time of night. . bIAc_ 


| stated that she recalled that the group 
stayed un 12-30 a.m. or 1:00 a.m. and that they left 
together. She indicated that she had not seen the vehicle 
in which they arrived nor had she seen the vehicle or vehicles 


“ih Which they departed: 
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As the early morning hours of July 11, 1964, were py) 
particularly busy ones, SAD =250 she did not recall om 
if these individuals re e restaurant after having 
left between 12:30 a.m. and 1:00 a.m. She stated that it was 


highly possible that they did return; however, she did not 
just remember. 


——_ asked if during the visits of these — 
individuals to the n House Restaurant she had overheard 
any of their personal conversations. bP. 


WE «2120 that she recalled that HERBERT 
GUEST in ta ng W his associates had done considerable 
bragging about “scaring the daylights out of niggers at 
night." She said she remembered one incident which GUEST 


related to his friends concerning the whipping of a Negro 
with a belt and that this Negro had been “bent over the hood 


of a truck." 
oe 
Aside from the above, WED was not able to 


be specific concerning any other conversations which she 
overheard among these individuals. 


recalled that on only one occasion had 
she seen sons in the Open House Restaurant dressed 
in Klan robes. Date of this observation was not recalled. be 

She was asked if she had ever seen any of this grou; 

carry into the restaurant any other type of firearm besides 
the pistols which these individuals wore. She said that 
approximately two months ago HOWARD SIMS brought a sawed-off 
shotgun into the restaurant and had placed it on one of the 
table tops displaying it to his friends. ‘ 9c. 


indicated that this particular group 
of individuais usually comes into the restaurant around 
midnight and that she sees them throughout the early morning 
hours off and on up until about 4:30 a.m. On these occasiqrs 
at least some of the group usually wear pistols. - @ 
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With respect to automobiles in which she has seen 
these persons she recalled having over the months seen these 
individuals in a Cadillac, a Chevrolet and a white station 
wagon which she could not otherwise describe. 


On the morning of July 11, 1964, she indicated 
that due to the fact that she was so busy she was unable to 
remember their exact movements; however, she was certain 
that they had been in the restaurant at least once on this 
occasion. 
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(1) | ae gale a7, 1954 


' Pieeeeieamoneel waitress at the Open House R= sstaurant, 
furnished th:: foliowing signed statement concerring suspects she 
identified at the restaurant on the morning of July 11, 1964’: b%_ 


. | “Ather.s, Georgia 
July 24, 19€4 


make the following voluntary statemern:. 
rie) . - BROM who has identified himself as a Spscial 
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Irvestigaticn. I have osen 
advised that I need not furnish this statencns and that 


any statement I make may be used in cour’. in connectic': war! 
an official investigation. 


am employed as a waitrsss at *ns Open Hcuss 
sstaurant, 234 W. Hancock og Athens, fer the pass. FF montars. 
I work the 11:30 P.M. to 7:30 A.M. shift 


Ka was employ +d on Friday night, July 10% ‘te Saturday movrr.ins 
aly llth, 1364, Between midnight and 1:7¢ a.m... July 11, 

196 remisa KERBERT GUEST, HOWARD SIMS, DENVER PRILIIFS. 

and CECIL MYERS coming intc ths Open Hous Restaurans -rs 

I waited on “hem. There was a fifth person with tham «no mar 

have besn KRAMPTON TURNER but I an not pcsitive. The roc 

sat at a tatle directly in front cf the kitchen door vnc 

next to the «ffice door. I recall that they stayed ar<cut 

a half hour or so and then they all left ir. & group. 


"To the best of my recollection all of them had pis%<-is 
to their side. 


"7 have beer. shown a group of 2€ photograris ineludins tucc- 
HOWARD SIMS, HERBERT GUEST, DENVER PHILLIPS, CECIL MYERS, 
DOUGLAS MYERS, HAMPTON TURNER, THOMAS FOLENDORE, JAMES S. LACKF* 
and PAUL STRICKLAND among others. I know ali of these 
individuals with the exception cf JAMES LACKEY, whose pisi.sc. 7 
cannot identify, from coming intc the Oper Heuse Restaurans’. 
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"Tt cannot recall any of them coming back lat<«r that 
night either in a group or individually. It is 
possible they may have been in there later =ut I cannot 
recall it. 


"J have read this statement consisting of ties pages 


and it is true and correct. 
/s/ (7 |} 
"Witnessed by: 


"CLARENCE A. BROM, Special Agent, F.B.I. 
Newark, N.J., 7/24/64. 

JACK B. SIMPSON, Sp.Agent, FBI, 
Atlanta, 7-24-64," 
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AT 157-788 
I1CS/gda 


. During her interview on July 24, 1964, at which time 
sne furnished a signed statement, Waitress, 18 
OPEN HOUSE RESTAURANT, Athens, Gecre P pecial Agents Lb > 
Cee 


JACK C. SIMPSON and CLARE that she has also been 
Her maiden name 
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| _ The following investigation was conducted by SAs iad 
ened oa Agust'S isa” bee 
3 as : | 
Bisho orgia, was interviewed 
nil ~ ania oll $2 


the early morning hours of 


July 11, 1964. 


WED 22v1200 he could not be certain if he was on 
in Athens, Orgia during the early morning hours of ho See 
Cue 


, 1964. He stated as a rule he works on the week ends until 
- approximately 2 a.m. at which time he usually proceeds 
to the Open House Restaurant for something to eat. 


‘ He further stated that to the best of his knowledce 

he did not work the night of July 10-11, 1964, anid he was 

ef the opinion he frequented several taverns earlicr in 

the evening; however, he could not recall whether or not bAe_ 
he was in the Open House Restaurant during the early morning 

hours of July 11, 1964. advised the only information hc 

has concerning the kill Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN ia 

what he has read in the newspapers or heard on the news. 

He advised that in the event he should gain any information 
concerning this matter he would contact the FBI immediately. 
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AT 157-788 
CJ 


~ The follow aco was d at Athens, . 
Georgia, by SAs on Auguss "€, 
1964: 


Winder, Georgia, \ eryiewed at .nhis place of employment, 
Westinghouse Corporation, "henana , at which time he furnisned 
the following information: 


' e stated that on July 11, 1964, he and fellow 
employee were in the Open House Restaurant at : 
approximately to 2:00 for coffee. and stayed for about 20 } 
mirtutes. He stated to the best of his recollection there was 7% _ 
@ good crowd in the restaurant, but advised he did not k.cw te. 
many of the people by name. 


employ an in the restaurar.t. 
He said tr. were tne ¢ ind 418 inthe restaurant at tue 
time that he hkew. 


He recalled Tey 2 vin g the restaurant as 
he an entered. s 48 d he nt iced f<llow £2 
— 
— , 


He advised that he did not observe anyone weazing 
side arms.. | 


He stated he learned of the killing of Lt. Col. 
LEMJEL A. PENN on Saturday afternoon, July 11, 1964, whe: he 
reali about it in the local newspapers... He stated the orly 
knowledge he has of this murder is what he has read and 
heard. 
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(1) a dete Avgust €, 196% 


Georgia, furnished the following information: : $2, 


. He advised that he recalls the night of July 1°C-l1l, 
1964, inasmuch as he took his girl to a dance that night.- He 
stated that the dance ended at 11:45 pm and he took his girl 
directly to her home following the dance. He advised that he ther 
stopped at the People's Gas Station, located on Oconee Street, in L 
Athens, arriving at the station at about Midnight, July 11, 1964. 0T 
He stated that he hung around the station for approximately an 
hour talking with the oth then went to the Open 


House Restaurant with in order to get 
something to eat. He stated that is a friend of oe 
the Assistant Manager of the station, and lives in @ Vfra.scier parc 


on the Winterville Road, near the Athens Airport. He advised +hat 
he and arrived at the Open House at about 1:00 am, July li; 
1964, and sat at the table located in the left front corner of the 
restaurant as you enter the restaurant. 
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. When questioned as to any other individuals whom 
he observed in the restaurant when he and enteral — 
advised that seated at the table located near the restTfUot acer 
at the rear of the restaurant, were GUEST, HOWARD SIMS, 
CECIL MYERS, and JAMES LACKEY. viewed a set of eight 
photographs including photographs T, SIMS, CECIL MYERS and 
LACKEY and correctly identified the photographs of these individvais 

from the group. 


cre advised that he remembers ancvuher proup 
of individuals with whom he is acquainted who were sitting at the 


long table immediately to the right of the door, as you snter ths 
restaurans. He identified these individuals as being 
Ga :: a white male with whom is acquainy-.u fu 
no ow his name, an bly a ar White male. Also b 
seated at this table vere SD 22 who wer: Ze 


sisters, and two other whi emales w re wn ie He 

advised that is a white male, approximately forty years of 

age who is e by Fowler Products in Athens and possibly lives 

in Madison County, Georgia. stated that the individual who 

was sitting at the table who me he does net know is a white m2i«. 

approximately twenty-three to twenty-four years of age, and is employe 
_ as a dump truck driver for the State Highway Department. 
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AT 157-758 
RGO: DEG/ds 
(2). 


GED 2 cvisea that the sisters, Bens 
are white females about 20 and 18 years of age 
respectively. He stated that they used to live with their 
parents on the Whit Davis Road, which runs off Lexington Road 


at Billy Cooper's Drive-in, however, he does not know whether 
this is their present residence. 


advised that 


He advised that he anc were waited or. 
by a waitress whom he knows only as He described this 
waitress as being a white female, approximately eighteen or 
nineteen years of age, with brown hair, about 5'6", having a 
slender build. 


* 


He advised that at about 1:30 am, July il. 1944, 
ee -::: into the aurant; stood by the counvers 
and glass of milk. eee that he did n2%s 
observe how arrived at e restaurant. He stated that 


said ing to him while standing at the counter, but 
uld not understand due to the ‘= He, therafer:. ba 
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walked over to an ed with him. stated tnat he 
could not stay he still had not is alancir.<c the 
books at the station. told vhat he anc 10’ 


be back to the station hey shed eating. 


-went back to t e with ny mae: the resuaweant snortiv 
thereafter. vised not believe thet 
was in the re more than five minutes. 


stated that while was standing at tne 
counter, GUEST, SIMS, LACKEY and MYERS gov up from thei~ table. 2:7. 
to the counter and paid their bill, then left the restsurans. —<—. 
advised that he does not believe that any of them said anythinzs tc 
who was standing there. i. Ie. 
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AT 157-788 
RGO: DEG/ds 


_ not o 
and his group lieft in. It was 


the individuals with GUEST were we 
were in the restaurant. 


stated that he and date the Open House 
Restaurant at mately 1:45 am, July II, 1964, and ~eturred 
directly to the People's Gas Station. He advised that he did not ™ 
again see GUEST, SIMS, MYERS or LACKEY the remainder of the mcrniné. 


$7 


e the vehicle which GUEST $9 
recollection that all of . 
sidearms at the time they 
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7'D-302 (Nev. 1-25-00) © <5 FEDERAL BUREA!? OF INV 


(1) July 19, 1964 


be 
who ory nghouse, incorporated, > 
an was p t at the Open House Restaurant on the morning 


of July 11, 1964, was interviewed and furnished the following 
information: 


July 11, 1964, between 1:30 and 2:00 AM, he and 


arrived at the Open Ho for a bite to 
stated that he knew nd — 
who were also in t nt at t ime. 


that they went into the restaurant to eat 
ast and noticed: outside — he restaurant a maroon 


GTO Pontiac was par ie «:: believes _belon L 2 
one stat — he and 
arguing abou i... en they were _— by 


* who .lives in Oconee County. 
over and sat down with him an advised that he 
- drives a 1961 white aia rolet oor, an ee he spends 
much of his time J who he works with at 
Westinzhouse. eal ate drives a 1959 
thite ¥ord. stated that "he n had been drinking 
and they had been to the Post 20 and Clu on Broad Stree: 
previous to their arrival at the Open House Restaurant. He 
said he does not remember seeing anyone else whom he knows 
by name, and advised that he could not recall any unusuél 
happenings. He said he left the Open House Restaurant about 


2:30 AM, and that on his way home he did not see any familisr 
people or cars. 
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, Atz:<:.5, - 
Cecrgia, Wes words estirygghcuse, uncorpcrate: tn Ather.s, L, - 
anc wno was precent at the Op2n House Restaurant «nn *ne —— 
morning of “ly 11, 1964, was ir:terviewed andi furnished t*¢ 
fvullowirg i1-:formaticn: 


’ . , 
.* va Lets 


i ee 
> , 


_ 


Or. or abeut July il 
a.m., he ar.i ene 


PS SAUYET G« stated a ye 
Road in Attins, veorgia, and drives 4 3 : 


, 2n color. eaic thire, were approxinatery Kk 
-people in the restaurant when he arrivec, ai:rg with tw 
Ss=ate patrcimen 

nained 


it also treere ar 
Shell Service 
gacé? als~ 6 | 
came ant: thie 
@ said tnas there wss 
2) on Wr.iter:641 Road. 
ed that t.e was ir. the restavurart 2:80 Cr. 


‘Thursday night. July 9, 1964, with cv.e aes «: arives 
a white 1959 Chevrolet, ani who itves in Carver, Gecrgta, 


and works for Westir.ghous= on the setond shift. 


é ass *) . as Ky a! . 
‘ EA ie i ' ; 7 ‘ ° 


i ’ ve : 


gRtated that rad bit 
with his car and had left tne scene of the aceliwen.. L Je 
said that the Negro d%ed and tnot +r423, 
comes up August 3, 1964, i: Avhers, ceorgia. 
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AT 157-788 
TFM: WDI/drr/cjn 
(2). 


stated that re owns 4 16 gauge 
snotgun which i nat not used since last fall but ssid 
that at ore time he had taken it to te repaired ari that 
instead of having it sent to Atlanta, one HOWARD SIMS, 
2 gunsmith in Athens, did the necessary repairs. He 
$234 also that on Friday night and Saturcay morring, he 
eo the save HOWARD SIMS in the Open House Restéaurar:t 
wearing winit he believed to be a .38 caliber pictsl 
HERBERT GUEST, who was also wearing a gun and 
Snot a Negro in Athens awhile tack. 

He advised als. that there were two white males with 
GUEST and SIMS whom he does not know. Hé £21id cne of 
these was efpxreximately 6 feet tall, weighirg akcut 155 
pounds, arm? he appeared t> be skinny. He cculd ne 
Cesorihe ti.2 ott.er white male brt aivised thy Leth 


were from the Athens area. ——E ated } 
relieves HucuWARD STMS dees all tre repair work icr 


Fick ani Fay Gtorveman's Shop, Lexington Read, Eas 


sais he alsc believes there wer 
Several cr: .2ege Kia r. tne restaurants along with cone 


a wno works the seccni shift at Westinghoute 
v1 dives mear tne Disabled Americar. Veterars (DAV) Club 


in Athens. 


CD 22°25: he telieves HERBERT GUEST 
13 probably a Ku Klux Klan (KKK) mer:er sirce he has seer: 
GUEST and SIMS with KKK etickers cn their cars. 


ead stated that on occasion he goes t» 
dances at the skating rink in Winder, Georgia, tut that ke 


kas not teen to one of these dances since last March. He 
also said that he has no other hobbies except for kunting 


and fishing. 


bo, 


AT 157-788 
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Wee ==: that to the best of his knowledge. Love 
GUEST and S$ e he Open House Restaurant at approximately 


3:00 a.m, 
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Dete July 24, 1964 


SS 
Georgia, was recontact av nis residence a. which time he c  - 


furnished the following information: 


a 


| He advised he was in the Open House Restaurant 
during the a.m. of Julyll, 1964, and also di.xing the a.r. 
of July 12, 1964. He advised that he had been contacted 
by Agents of the FBI several days ago and the informaticn he 
had furnished these Agents as to his observitions in the 
restaurant had been actually what he had seen during the 


early we hours of July 12, 1964, rather than on 
July 11, 1964. | 


He stated that he and 
emoloyed by Westinghouse and who re 
Athens, Georgia, went into the Open Huse 
pproximately 12:15 a.m. on July 11, 1964, +o get scmethineg 
to eat after they got off work at 11:30 p.m. Ke stated they 
. Stayed there until approximately 2:30 a.m. s% which time 
viens home. He stated that a1 individual by 
left at approximatel. the same time 


While standing in front of the restairant pricr ts 
entering, he observed a 1963 or 1964 "fast sack" red Ford 
pull up and he observed a girl who i8.an employee at the 
restaurant and a boy he knows as First Nam: Uniciown = } 
get out of this car. He stated WEB ovis him thav Ly i an 
hal just out-ran the Georgia State Patrol ai.i he stated as 


they were talking a4 Georgia State Patrol car pullec into the 
drive of the restaurant, paused, then drove away. 


aw stated he observed the followins in- 
dividuals “ae House Restaurant during the morniig hours . 
of July 11, 1964: 

| coil winder, Westinghouse : b Je 


Colbert or Comer, Georgia; 
oye y.General Time, Athens, Georgia 
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football plaver for 
JeErsivly OF LeOors 
Athens Pclice 


GERALD FLANAGAN, policeman, Athezs Police 
e 
resides Grady Avenue, 


), Grady Averue. Athens, 
orgia. uaa 
HERBERT GUEST 
HOWARD SIMS,. armed with a .38 caliber pistol 
on his hip. 


He stated there was one other max with SIMS ar. 
GUEST in the Open House Restaurant who was alsc armed br-. 
he did not krow his name. 


He advised he cbserved these individuals in the 
Open House Restaurant between the hours of: 12:15 a.m. and 
3 a.m. on July 11, 1964. 


He further advised that ae «:: nos at § Jo 
the Open House Restaurant during thi at he had 
observed him there durirg the early morning ncurs of 
— 12, 1964. 


23": =< that he is more than happy 
to coope 1 I in any way at any vime and stated 
in the event that he should = any further i:formatior. b 


he will contact the FBI at once a aa 
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Date July 19,* 1964 


who works for Westinghcu ; S interviewed and \ 
? 


furrnishei the fcllowing information: Fl 
) or about July 11, 1964, at 2:00 AM, and 
arrived at the Open House Restaurant. 
stated tiat ne met a friend of his, who works for Genera imes 


and coacnes their softball team. He said also that he saw 
one who had just gotten off work at be 
Westinghouse, and two boys who were with him. stated ie 


did not know these two boys. He described the crowd in the 
Open House Restaurant as from about 10 to 15 people. He said 
he left about 2:30 AM, since he had to work the next day, which 
vas Saturday. He said that at about 2:30 AM. one Ci 
-Supervisor at Westinghouse, and . aiso weta 


‘Westinghouse, came into the restaurance ng tneir lunch 
hour since they worked the third shift. 


ty the Post 20 on Whitehead Road with At the Fact 2: 
he saw the manager, two couples, whose es Le aoes not know, 


and tne new manager of the General Times Plant in Athens. [Ie be _ 
“aw alse one See who owns a 1964 Chevrolet pick-vur 


truck, and who works in Atlanta during the week and who resiages res: 
a outside of Watkinsville. 


WD 2cvised that he and WP «ere talking about 
cars while ey were in the Open [louse aurant. He said 


this ontiac. came about because of the presence of the mar: 


. GED = «21 < that he saw outside the restaurant a 
maroon 1] Ontiac GTO. He said that te ¥ had been 
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GTO Pontiac. stated that he had started the evening off 
between 7 and 9; , duly 10, 1964, at the 185 Club on West bo 
Broad Street, and that there was a large crowd there bit no ae 
loud talking or wild activity. advised that after le..:ins 

~ the Open House Restaurant at 2: , ne returned home since he 
had to work the next day. 
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(1) | 
| @ July 21, 1964 


WE, irtervicwed or 
July 19, 1964, at whic me she advis that she had bee: . 


wierkihg at the Open House Restaurant in Athens, Georgia, on \ | 
Jaly 1), 1964, and that her workirg hours had been 12:30 AM ?c_ 
to 7:30 AM. 


: She advised that her fellow employees on this 


As best could recall, EPPS left work about SR 
3:00 AM to get some sie returned to the restaurant abcut 
6:00 AM. She said tha left work at approximately 41:00 AM, 
and that she a:.d Ontinued until 7:30 AM. -—. 


) a recalled seeing HOWARD SIMS and BERRERT 
’ GUEST ir t “<n House Restaurant on July 11, 1964, at approxin2tel: 


12:30 AM. However, she could not remember when they left or 

"if they had come back at scmetime during the morning hours. 

She stated that she did recall they were wearing guns when she 

suw then. indicated that she di+‘i nct sce the vehicle 

In whick they c2n¢ t7 the restaurant, noz= did she see the vehicle 
in wnict they departed, and she was unable t? advise with 

whom they had associated during their visit t> the Opes Hcuse yy, 
Restaurent. Cc... 
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indicated that she carnot be sure of 
“~.@ police viliv=srs wno came tc the restaurant on the morning 
Of Culy 11, 1964, however, she said she knew the officers on the 
es:cly morning shift and that it was their habit to drep in fics 
*. [fee ¢t semetime during their tour of duty. She named these 
officers as FLANNAGAN, and L 
Je 
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She fuxther stated that some emplcyees from the 
Post. Office dr-p in during the early mor hours, two of 
these enployees cteing She cannot 
ve certuin that they dro le Morning Of July ll. 1964. 


Als->, -she advised that Benson Bakery employees -—r 
am: ints the restaurant on July 1l, 1964, TPeiWeen 

: 730 AM. 
bre 
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admitted having talked abcut this matter 
after itil had been interviewed by 


Aside from the above, —— stated that 
she was unable tc furnish any further information relating 
t» CTEST and his assvciates with respect to their visit 
t< the Open Hcuse Restaurant on July ll, 1964. 
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bac 


Company’, ens, Georgia, stated that he cant to 


 @ dance held at the AMVETS Club in Athens, Ga., day éveni:<z, . 
‘July 10, 1964, cated he ard his wite ware, 
accompanied by and his wife, Tas 
dance ended at approx 12:30 a.m., Juiy Therent tur 

went to the Open House Restaurant in Athens” for bre ukiast. 
stated they arrived at the Open House at a imateiy 1:00 a.! 
ang remaired until 1:30 a.m... During that tire did net sé5 
anyons in the restaurant we stated that 
«nm leaving the Open House, drove then nome, oo 
got furnish any information on the shooting of T.4 rictin, 
but indicated te would cooperate with the FDI if such int*:maticx~. 
cams to his attenticn, 


added that he dces rot recall sseeines HERBDAT CLEST 
" o- HOWARD STI at the Opsn House ard he casusliy krows th?s- 
‘two individuals, He does not know CECIL MYERS, cCA¥YES LACKEY, 
DENVER PETLLITS, THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE, FAI L STk1 CEIMND, oRe, 
ox CECRGE EAMETON TURNER, 
57 c_ 
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FD-202 (Rev. 1-25-60) ) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST 


Le 


: : July 20, 19 Pf ce 
interviewed 
identitying tomselves as Special Agents o1 ths MBI. S. ——— 


View. = 


advises TD that he did rot have tc submit to beit;. 
invcesvie% av tnd if he did, anything he said mignt be vised 
against him i. a cours of law. He was alm advised of his 
right to an atvorncy befsre making any statement. 


Wintervilic, Geccgia, 
hat: kv had told him thav i: 
Sv.vervicwed Ey vse FEL. pvatec thav 


had been mistakenizx sayirg Tost be, — 
use on the morting of July il, ox 
al had actually been thinking ¢ 
On 7 rorning of July 12, 1364. 
gos. off Work kv Wesesrgts use Elestzic Cor. . S* 
» BeMe OF. oul it, i364, Friday, ates had Pee ue 
SOM. et the Navy ashen) ani tad left thm a: 
Gy Al, 16645, andiwent ddirestly hore, Ac 
, FR stated he Sipe. +t the Site 8 
as ‘his nome ats Sau talkea with an MSF) 2. ta:4, 
Ll 4300 c@slosk that momibik. 


Zé seated tha on Suvurday uiszht, culy li, 
L354, he lets work: at 11:30 5.m., and had gone to Allse.ts 
Wita They left Alion's abe:uy 12:05 a.m az. 
dove U S Aas oad Drive-In Tr.cater ard ther. to the Onc: L 
House Restaure:t, arriving there atout 12:30 a.m., July 12, Ju 
15964. He ave an cnier cof shrimp o2:¢ left there abo:s 1:15 
&e%e, ani we:.s to the Disablei Veterans Clos (DAV), Daiteis- 
ville Road, azwiving there about 1:45 a.m. They isiu Uns DAY 
aud returned to tie Open House, “arclving U“ers arnt e3s35¢ . 
am He stawd thas the pesple wt. were ticrs at thay tims 
tras he reciprizei Ly t:ame wez’s Feorris. Suave 
Pclice r 7 : ) 
(employ a yse) A 
Westinghvuss), ac:i & man ¢f 
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AT 157-723 


“Ae a He stated there was 4 mx. there weart: 
a sidearm Duy. nat he did not know ris nazs. FERBERT 
GUEST was not tnaere, to the best of his reccliection. 

He talked <I =D the killing oz he 

LEMVEL PENN. He iJeiv. the Open Hous? we 

about. 33:30 to 3:45 a.m, and drove 

wanere they talxed for awhile ami ther. 

ome, arriving there apout 5:09 a.m. 


—_ stated he dces rot ow. & gu-- 
he ever carry o>. sncot one. 
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he eeeetii ad Whit's Drive-In, . 
Highgay 29, Athers, Georgia, stated he was reascrably sure 


. ke was in the Oren Eouse Restaurant morcriug 


1SS4, with bis GOcK, 
and with 


ss stated they arrived there app-cximateily 
A3sGU aem., at.d ieft Zor kone about 1:40 a.m, During the 
time in the Oper. House, he did not cbserve a::; men present 
jo were wearing sidearms, 


| that he attended the: auto racss i°:. 
Anniston, Alabama, ard on leaving, drove back to kis drive-in 
on Higtway 29. He arrived there abcut 12:30 Aele, Juiy ii, 
1964, and after closing the drive-i drove to the Oper 
Howse with his wife, his cook, oie wie f5ilowed in his 
OF x Car. 


7 ‘At the intersections of Highways 29 ard 72, 
yee tsee. @ LIGL wr 1IN6S white Bick «2 Oldsaiii.ar [a2 ~ked yes 
aan& OL tier Ferker Service Station, This cur was poic.ted i 


tr? da dg og 6.F Ae he e Georgia, and kad its parking lig: 
che As far 6.5 culd determine, thor was (pz talc 


3*srpas.t fs etl: = a> 22 right front driver's s=at,. 
estinated the t:, ia suw the car at apprexinate:y 124; 
ealy il, dag. AS urabie ts give any fuctaer 
dsecrizy tict: ef the cus or its occupants becatise he did nct 
gwuszder Lt met for a car te te parked at te sétvice 
sStasios at that how, 


* ill ke is not a member of ths EEK, 
GLE area T4e3 en asked ty goin. He said ke would Lever 
eorsader viols:.se aguirst any individual, black or white. 


GP «.:.: that his drive-in restavrant is 
freque:.ted by individuals he Lelieves to ba memters ot fr- 


KKK atid who ke considers capable of violent actirc.s. 
deslined to mention the names of these individuais, stavius 
that if it ever became known that te informe 1 oF such aris: 
4t would jowpardizs his business, Hiwever-, 

tat ke would personally ixquivre af-scut the w: Sats 

msn Gurirg Jily.1li, 1964, and advise tke FBI av such Sime 
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advised he is azquaintei with HERBERT be 
CUEST ani H IMS, but did not know CECiL MYERS, 
JAMES LACKEY DENVER PHILLIPS, THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE, 2 
PAUL, STRICKLAND, JR., or GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER, He stat: 
ke Lelierss. GUEST and SIMS to bs good citize:s and krcrs 
rothizg corcerning their activities, He addsd that §r- 
dees rot recall havirg seen GUEST cr SIMS at tre Opes 
House on July 11, 1964, but that. the place was crowed 
ard. he might rot have seen ther, 
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CE es: Drive-In, Route 29, Athos, oe 
as reconvacted on July 24,.1964, hy Special Ae:t ~ 


again refused t> name any o> ts 
to CUSVLCNCYrs wno 3 members, stating to do so woold 
jeopaxrdizsc his business... 


Ile stated, however, that he considers ail his 
eusCeucrs to be good citizens and he is posi tive tha’ ONE 
of them would have been in any way connecteci with the 
Slaying of PENN. He stated he never has chservea anyous: 
possessing a shotgun in his car. He has no information 
which would in any way assist in the inves -#4tion of [ur 'ts 
dcath, and knows of no one who could be guizty of such « 
killing. 


added, however, thal he atirez to coupe:- 
ate with the FBL and if _ receives any in xsmation oy vaius 
he would furnish af to the FBI. 
: bP 
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| bc. 
On July 20, Parkez 
Service Station, intersection of Highwa d 72, was contacted 
rt Ss A 
stated that he clo statio ximately 


11:35 p.m., every night in the week. After closing, he usually 
remains in the service station until 12:15 a.m. He, theraafter, 
goes home. For this reason he had no information bearing on 

a 1961 or 1962 white Buick or Oldsmobile that allegedly was 


parked at his service station between 12:30 a.m., and 1:00 a.n., 
July 11, 1964, 


=—_ indicated that the description of that car does 
rot mean anything to him and he cannot relate the description 


of that car to any of his known customers. 
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FD-302 (Rew. 1-25-40) 


i. 


ay 25, 196), Sr 
was intervicwed at his residcre ani 
ur me Lollewing information: : 


He recalled that he hai teen at tic Ope: House 
Restaurant in tne early morning hours of Juiy 11, 19h. 
teer av Whit's Drive-In <r. the compen» 


Wnit's Drive- Lac as: 8 L 
- wife and , @3i5° known as 4 ae 
they all left Wh 3 Getr ay ahout 12:50 


x.vcblv thereafter anid went t. Vex Oper Hei 
Restvaura:.b Li Atrers, Georgie, arriving av vis Open Hours st 
somevime afte> 22:50 am. 


a6 Ariven himself i:: his ow:. car andws eg L 
ari the others. rote to the Ope 2a 
House, he does =o recall having secon ea car se the inters an — 
tion of Routes 29 and 72 but pointed out a «ar could have rec 
treore and he j:uct did net notice it. He atuitted thas ts kad 


ined 


nai several bocrs that evening and was slightly intoxicate. 
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He claimed that while at the Ore:: Mouse, he G:cs :: 
recall having seen HERBERT GUEST, HOWARD SIMS, JAMES S. LACKEY P 
CECIL M. MYERS, PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND or DENVER PHILLITS. . tHe 
poinatei out, k-wever, that they. .coiuid have =cen these ani he 
just did new notice them em. He admitted heaing well acqusi.te. 
with HOWARD SIMS ani HERBERT GUESS Lut claimed he dows rot imo 
the cther suspects =amed. He state! thas GUEST nad on waters 
Oscasions in th: pass asxed him to join. the KKEK but he 21 
3t join merely tecscse he did mt varticularly. care to rev 
Sr.volved ix the Kiw.'s activities. Howeve-, he svateli uit te 
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Would join the Klan if the Negro population ever startei : 
"et out of hard" 


He displayei a .22 caliber revolver and admitte? 
possessing a sSingle-barreled le-gauge shotgin. He clair.sc 
that he does not carry either me of these +capons with 
him except during the hunting season. He claims that 
he does not krow ar:yone who regularly keeps 2 si tgun i:. 
his car. In this connection he denied ever observing 
HERBERT GUEST cr HOWARD SIMS with any gums == their pos 
sion. . ; 


denied any knowledge whatsoe.cr of the m.u- 4 
der of vict PENN but did admit that he would no hesitate ®7U 
to kill a Negro if the Negro got in his way or “gave hi 
ary trouble, 


He s-imivted that two or three monvhs ego, exacru 
* time umnrecalle?, a male Negro in a 1964 Chevrolet pulled «1 
sexe to his car at a steplight in East At*e::s, Gecregia, 
and cursed at - Wnen the male Negro drove away Irom 


the stoplicht, fired two stots from his .2e calitbez av 
the Negro's car. He believes that he had hit the car but 
did not hit the driver. He stated that during this inasent |p) 


h 4% sted and had a short time later informe3 
of the Attiens Police D@artzrent. Ath=~: 
eo LDOu he incident. He claimed that 


told him to go home ard yoo A ae Cif. _He adie Unae 
this 4acident. 
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of ae Warren C, Thurman .& $=. 
Lincolr-Mercury Dealer, Atlanta Highway, Athcrs, Ca., advised t!.at 


he won at the AMVETS Club in Athens, Ga., with his | 


o 1964. He was accompanied ty 
and his wife, » and on leaving the darce, they 
to the Open Hous aurant in Athens for breakfast, 


estimated they arrived at the Open H-use at 1:00 a.n., 5% 
and remained there until 1:30 to 1:45 a.m., und thereafter drcv+ 
home. During the time was in the Open House, he was rot 
able to say if there were any men wearing side arms in the 
restaurant, He explained he has become accustomed to mé: wearing 
guns in the Open House and as a result, he no lorger cor-iJ-7s 
it unusual, ard such an occurrence ro longer attrasts hic 2 5c.2i!. 


ade* ~~ “a » es ® cece ~ 


had no information bearirg on the shooting pf 
the victim, but stated he would cooperate and forward st::h 
infcrmation tc the FBI if it came te his attentior. db 7 tu 


"e% . +“, * , 
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ew 


Myre, ASe Ae 


sontinued that ke kncws FERBERT GUES7, S22 Tasers 
or the Gusst curage in Athens, but stated h: dies att we cana 
Raving CTEST at th2 Oger House that parti “egy 4 nignte Rvvaver, 
Pn? pointed ont te has keen GUEST at the Oper. Howse O24 nueerius 
mn the past ard that CUEST migkt Pare keen thew and 
tst dves rot recail if he was Siste om Jtiy <1, 
added that he is net acquatcted with HOWARD 
°. 2ERS, JAMES LACKEY, DENVER PHILLIPS, THCM:5 Lb 
EDWARD FCLENDCRE, PAUL STRICKLAND, JR., or GEORGE HAXPTCN Pe 


TCRNER,. HH? stated he kicws xst? ing of "GUEST'ts activities. 
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on JWy at he is employed as a ‘postal clerk 


in Athens, "Georgia and frequently during the early morning a) 7a 
hcurs takes his break at the Open House Restaurant. 


| —— asked if he could recail the morning of 

guly ll, 1 » and he advised that he could and that he 

remembered seeing HERBERT GUEST,HOWARD SIMS and two other white 
males, one of whom may have been CECIL MYERS, drive up to the 

Open House Restaurant about five or ten minutes after 5 a.m. br 
in HERBERT GUEST's Cadillac. He said he saw these men in the 


Open Hcuse Restaurant and that all — were armed with pistols 
on their sides. 


Ge... that he did not overhear any of their 

9 No hems on ard that when he returned to work at approximately 
‘5:45 a.m. all four of these men were still ir the Open Hous= 
Restaurant. b Pe: 
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* ‘ > 4. 
‘' is, w~F. 


Uae ::: asked if he could furnish the names of any 


ther perecn the restaurant at time ana he indicats: 
that as best he ‘coul ad recall |, elso a postal 
employee, was there and could probably verify the presence of 


these four men. 
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FD-202 (Rev. 1-25-00) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTItg@ilON 


Dete July 25." 1964 


The follcewing is a signed statemer‘: cf 
relating t> his observations at the O;::. House -Restauras:t, 
est Hancock Street, Athers, Georgia, the morning cf July ll, _,. 


1964: 
bac 
"Athers, Georgia 
July 24; 1964 


— make the following 
voluntar vavemer:t to Clarence A. Brom who has 


identified himself as a Special Agent c > the Federa: 
Bureau of Investigation. I have been uivised that 

I do not have to Ke any statement ar:nd that any 
Statement made by me may be used in court ir: cornee:2 
with an crficiel ir.vestigation. 
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GAC TRY SARS 


oloyed as a eh ree sléerk by the 
U.S. Post Office et Athens, Ga. since Arril 1950. 


“=. seigie C July 11, 19S4, I wes aseic 
tse MLldad:2rght 3 730 AM shift . I Wore af 
efsre Asaex on W. Hancock St. which ¢: 
Hvut2 Restaurant from. about 1:30 AM to “mh 


ae oni a 


. e* 


Macc cS 5 or 1¢ minutes after 5:02) AM,I saw Hert 
Guest .pull up and park his black end write Caddillae 
elong side the tue winiow of the Pest Office Annex 
direstly in front of the Open Hous? Restaurants. With 
Guest was Howard Sims anid two other init viduals who 
were unk-:own to me. All four of these men had pistols 
in hols‘ers strapped to their sides. All of them wer: 
iumto the Open House Restaurant. 


A Nee on ee 
BR: ARs 


"T have been shown a group of 21 phsotograrhs from 
whish.I selected the photographs of Heitcrt Guest anda 
Koward Sims as the two I know and reccgnizsd as coming 
to the One:: Honse Restaurant that morzing. The 
phetcograrh of Cecil Myers resembles ons of the otner mer 
who wus in the front passenger seat hut I am not 
Lositive. Th= man in the frort passenger seat was a 
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on 1/24/44 _,, Athens, Georgia 


: SAs JACK B. SIMPSON and ° : oe ‘ 
by CLARENCE A. BROM/kzh : Date dictated / e4/ te 


This ents contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of ly FBI. It és the property of the FBI and is loaned tc 
your agency; it and ite contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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AT 157-788 
m— 


7 “As far as I can recall Guest's Caddy was stili 
parked next to the Post Office Annex wher I left 
at 5:45 AM, and returned to the main Post Office. 


"I have read these 3 Pages & it is true & 
correct to the best of my re-collection. 


'//@s |. 
— 
"Witnessed bys 


/8/ Clarence A. Brom, Special Agent, F.E.I., 
Newark, N.J., 7/24/64. 


C6 oes. B. Simpson, Sp. Agent, FBI, Atlanta, 


- 


a* od 2 on: ot 


| advised the interviewing Agen its that he L 
nersonally wee not syrpathetic with integration anc that it Je 
>was his personal belief that HOWARD SIMS and his associates 


= not invclved in the murder of Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PEX™. 


tndicsted that he felt SIMS f.-...5.... was too intelligent 
69 7e invelved in this shooting and that it required 


pevvacaticn for him to do an act of tnat typ:. 
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wa. Gecasion driven race cars. was of the cpinion thaz 
if SXMS and his associates had p ed this job that there 

wovld have been a leak by now and particularly With resnes:: 
to CECIL MYERS who was known as a "loud mouth" 


. wuLCaved that he was a XK ic of tre races 2ria Nan 
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ro-sermev.i-2s40) = (I ceneral BUREAU OF wves on 


Date 


Jviy 24; 1964 


ul 


‘ities Slee Hull, Gecrgia, was inter- wi 
viewed at his residence at which time he furnished the fcil-:wirg 


from 11:30 p.m. to 7:30 a.m. advisei that in the 
a.m. of July 11, 1964, he vis @e Open House Restaurant 
ess. Georgia and was accompanied by a wW employee, 
who lives in Monroe, Georgia. also Stai--u 
1c sre were a number of individuals in the restaurant whe _ 
he is not acquainted with but he was able to furnish the . 


following names of persons who he i8 acquair.ted with that v.24 
at the Open House Restaurant: b Pre, 


Wa: =<: that he is employec by the Westinghcue 
Ccrporation, ens, Georgia, ee the third shift 
ite 


(both employed by Westinghouse) 


alsc stated that there was a football rlzyer 


far the University cf Georgia prese:* st > restaurant, wr 
plays fullback, whoss rame is (ph). Pe 


statei that he was only at the Open Hous: 
Restaurant for about twenty minutes arourd © a.m. on July li, 
1964, and Curing the time he was there he carnot recall any 
woisual happenings sor did he hear anyone diecusesing arytning 
a@-ich would lesd him to believe that they had ary knowledge 
cf the slaying of It. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN. He further stated 
that he first learred of the slaying of PENN about 12 ofcliocix 
suzy 11, 1964, and that the only information he has concerning 
PENN's death is the informatior he has lear:<cd from the -svws 
av:i rewspapers. Dy, é 


stated that he is not and hss reaver been 4 member 
of the Ku Klux Klan and has no information cencerning this cueani: 
tion. He further stated that he has never besn approachec py 
sa individual who attempted to recruit him irto the Kian. H2 
further stated if he should obtain any information concerning 
the deeth of PENN ke would make this information available ts 
—- = >) 


On 1/23/64 _ __ Hull, Georgia File #__AT_ 157-783 
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Dete _suly 24 . 1264 
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ei ceemeel Hull, Georgia, Ac 
furmisted he following information: 


He advised that he is employed by the Westinghouse 

crporéevion, Atnens, Georgia, and works the sscord shift from 
4 p.m. through 12:30 a.m. He further stated he was nct in the 
Oren Hcuse Restaurant during the a.m. of July 11, 1964, uit 
was there at approximately 1:30 a.m. during thse a.m. of culy 
19€4.- He stated he was by himself at the tine and the only 
ivdivicuals he cbsexved in the restaurant tht hs knew was 
a tey ramed QED snd a boy named 


». two to three times 
- @red. 


He stated he is rot at the presen’ rc ever has 
"a member cf the Ku Flux Klan, however a max *: to recr* 
atcusS two wees ago.aet his place of cenlaeea:* } 
traSher rot furcish this ir:.dividuai's name. 
. i the event be s\culd gsi:: 
th: faturs ths + Tages aid the FEI is the is:?.:: 
the kiiling c %.- Col. JEMJEL A. FENN, he *> 
ab O7;3e. : 
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he | a. a ° ~* ‘ 


,. 
‘ 


> . " ee 
rs ,"* 
+’ ~ ‘3! A, .. 


a ~ ae 
> 
° pe a4 Rea . af «4 ° 
pate. ee es Yak | 30 
» Ay 2 ‘\ “1 LF = a . aa Y 


File #__ AT 157-783_ t= 
| CH 


7 /23,/6% la 
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Thies document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI end is loaned to 
your egency; it and its contents cre not to be distributed outside 327 
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was interviewed 
at his place employment, E :. 
Athens, Georgia, shec e froliowing inforgation. 
and om he closes eames “a " 


approx y 1 a.m. each morning at which time he stops at the bo 
Open House Restaurant in Athens. He further stated that as a 
rule he will frequent this restaurant practically every night 

and almost always on the week ends. 


He stated he could not recall if he was in the 
restaurant the morning of July 11, 1964, but was of the opinion 
he more than ME pee | was there. He said he had a few drinks 


as a rule nemnea will go to the restaurant witno 
ae are both employed by Westinghouse 
ens. b? 
— 
At this time he advised he could not recall for sure 
if he-was in the Open House Restaurant during the a.m. of 


July 11, 1964, and stated the only reason he goes there is 
to kill time with his friends. 


a APD 
2 ears A SAS Ae 


Ti MOR 
A TLDY aE 


He stated he had nct heard of the killing cf Lt. 
Col. LEMUEL A. PENN until the early morning of July 11, 1964, 
at which time, he recalled, he had heard the news over tke 
televison. 


7 ho 
wits 


ae 


e / ay: 
- es . 
. ~ _ 

oA’ an 


He said as a rule he is in an intoxicated condition 
wnen he is in the restaurant and cannot recall who was or 
was not in the restaurant during the times he had been there 


He stated that he had just returned from his vacaticrn 
and had returned to work on Thursday, July 9, 1964, and could 
have very easily gone home during the a.m. of — 11, 1964, 
instead of going to the restaurant. 


He advised he had not heard any talk at the Ope: 
House Restaurant that led him to believe that anyone in the 
cafe knew anything about the killing. | 
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He stated he is not a member of the Klan and 
has | never been a member Of the Klan. At this. point 
was asked if he knew any nembers of the Klan and he Z 
that he would not tell the names of the members of the Klar $7, _ 
if he knew because he did notthink it was right to inform 
on these people because it was their business. 


WE 2: that in the event he should gair 
any information the future concerning the killing of b2e_ 
Lt. Col. PENN he would contact the FBI at once. 
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Src: Lal Agent 
at ws NS 7 Georgia, 


vised that on Friday, July 1C, 1964, re ar 
.: atvners, Cevurgia, at about 9:00 p.m, fron Atianta, Se-enta. 
raving traveled by bus. He stated he went to thse Disabi-d 
Ag@zican Veterans Club on Highway 29 ard sometixe later, | 
believed to be about 2:00 or 2:30 a.m., July 11, 1964, he umriv- 
at tne Open House Restaurant on Broad Street, Atte: <, Be. “S14. 
fo - sa m>thins to eat, He recalled he was alone at ° ee: 
sailed sesing a policeman, name tnkr..A7, 
and two wemen who wrese 2: 
Tee Le AE Les OF Hy un: Restaurant. He also re rati+) 
widget, ari talze2 te 
| 3 TPEeSLAaulaire . 


stated thare were oth: 
"2 GI whom he k::ew. 


was shew a greur ot 
wSec+Lianecss photographs, wiich imslad=Jjd the ohct 
wx RERBERT CUEST, JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, CECIL MYERS, 
DENVEK PHILLIPS, DOUGLAS MYERS, GEORGE EF4AMPTON TURYER ; 
FAL STRICKLAND, THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE, and JAMES IACKEY. 
Aites: ohservirg the photograpns, he advised he Gouls oF 
Ldroify azny of them as being at the Open House Re s*aure.* 
av ti:32 time Le was there. 
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Th: Ssllowirg signed statemert 
yonaving vo his observations at the Open ! sStaurai.S 


@ ~* 


ox. Weet Hancosk Street, Athens. Gevrgie, the morning cf Suly 22. 


"Avher:s, 
duly <4, 


*t, IIR, eaico the 2012 
Oliumrtarv statemerit arercs A. Bre= re wne hes 


identified himself as a Special Agen. «i the Feders- 
Fureau cof SRY SES SEASION I have bes. titviset that I 
cc mot have to make any statement and toy statemerit 
nade by mé may Le used ir. court in corm .c7ien witn 
é1a Offisiai investigatior.. 


simploved at 
the U.S. Poss Oerice, 2 SEAL Alerk sir:ce 
Ss Visas SP 139s... 


“—e. sacurdée;, guly li, 1: A, L ws. 
t:3 33C! AM. shift. Prom 32(< 
A.M., LT werk? parsel post frsighs es ‘ine Post 
esek ov: WZ. demoosk §t.. whi’ builldiss< saisixs tie. 
(hoe: Howes =OEVIv UT 


r 
. 2 


“Ss Mame PYétween 42306 A.M. ard 
f£aw Cols mer: ges ous OF a car. the dex : 
anich I ~azrnss recall, and g@G ints the Ops: House 
Rsasturecr:. F293 os best of my rescllsitic: ali four 
ren hac Sice arms in holsters ttrapped to their 
fid-s. 
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Mas that tims I recogric:d Howard Sims as one 
wut bh:3 Neti. JT have bes. show... a Brows ef 21 phct.ograpy:ns 
td 2s sO 3gr-izZe Hows.ra Sims as sme of ths mes.. The 
pint grachs nf Herers Gusst and Denver FPuiiilips are 
fartiiecr tome as individuals wha froqgierns the Ocer 
Youte Rashbavwas with Sims aitneugh I casas defiritesy 
state wheShsr they were with Sims ths sscrning of 

ome > me! 5 


File #_AT 357-78* 


SAS vACK B. SIMPSCE; and . 


by __ CU.AARF:” SCE A. BROM/z* T Rete dictated T/esfé4 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned tc 
your egency; it end ite contents cre not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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att ges ; 


"“T dv not remember how lcng thes= men stayed 
in the Oren House Restaurant as I did ::st see them 
leave. 


"T have read this statement consisting. of 
“two pages and it is true and correct. 


'/s/ 57 
"Witnessed bys: : o 


/s/ Clarence A. Brom, SA, F.B.I., Newark.N.J.,7/e4/4. 
/s/ Jack B. Simpson, Sp. Ager.t, FBI, Atlanta, 7-24-¢c4." 
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AT 157-785 
: BS :kzh 


The Sapa re investigation was cox: acted oy SAs 


TT employee, Post Office Department 
Athens, Georgia, advised on July 24, 1964, thet he was : + oe 


unable to recall the morning of July 11, 1964, and could 
mot remember if he had gone to the Open House Restaurant 
for coffee. 

stated that he has seer HERBERT GUEST 
on occasion at this restaurant, however hs is uzable to b> 
Place GUEST in the Open House on July 11, 1964. a 


a indicated he desired t« cooperate in 
this inve avion but was simply unable to rememper his 
rovements on July 11, 1964. 


Bogart, Georgia, b2e_ 
emplcyse, Unitec Scaced. , ice, hens, Georgia, advit=<da 
on July 24, 1964, shat he works on the night shift and 
frequently goes on a break at approximately 4:50 a.m. He 
statec that the break is taken at the Open House Restavra::*. 


) On July 11, 1964 aie indicated, he had brought 
to work with hima jug of CO fee and a sandwich and 


Gonzequertly Gid nct leave the post office arinex for the Oren $2, 
E-we2 Res tbaurant . 


AS & réesu Dt senna irdicated that he was uratis 
ts aavise concerning who been is: the Open House Restauz ant 
during the early morning hours of July il, 1964. 

9 stated that he knows HOWARD SIMS to see him b2 ce 
ani has cn o2232asic-: served SIMS in the Oper. House Restaur-a:;t: 
wearing 2 cur. WRB tates that in regard tc July 11, i¢04. 
he was urable to vise since he had not go-2 t2.the restaura:t 
on & break. 
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-mngrey Ss ° memmral OF INVF>s ; 


oi tie Athens, Ge-rgia, 
Pcelice Por x dvised that on caly 11, ‘964, Ke worbke? 
the mitini -533 Shift ani w2s assignert wc patric) dat 
At a natine Gercvern 1:05 2 
, ! oe ae ct the Po nies Servier < 
Station «nm Oc-see Street where { -~ stter J; 


was still harzing eae pepe a . * agruwnar ied 
tae ees «he Opur. House Restauz est Barci:ck Stre¢i., shee 
: quart of milk. ated isa‘. neither Le nr 

went irside at this particular icne, hewever, 

1¢ lockea thxcugh the plate glats vink-w iin the 

"99 5, Of the restaurant and clearly observed sPerizive 1° 
“AYES LACKEY, wh> was ea cae year the Gash 
indicated that ke did no-~. 21li sexing anyc: 
Csacasieon whom he ccould cabs tify altanogh tie 
wuvicwded, 


Aveznd 3:50 AM that sace right, QU... Gy 
rez , 4 


orned to the Open House Restauran* vutre Pein ie. 
FLISNIIUAN, who was cfLf duty end ir. civilian cl ines 
Sie : Matirel ¢.4axn ard aep:ks ta ther. Ener tay - 


recsived 2 vali’: mes sace t-. 2. t: > 
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was ba- eo" the Ope. H-5€ Res” aula. tt: DLs 2 
ei’ a! sive or ten mirutes aiter 4:00 AM, at. whe’ Lin 
Patwolma: FLANNIGAN was still in the restavran., ne st. 
rha*® he went in for a cup of cvitee, bul That LICKEY, ‘Br 
SVEST,Wor ary ci their ereup whe axe Kntwn To im ve: 
Cre Zazc.ce at tb.at time. 
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1/28/64 Athers, Grorgia Atlarta 1° 
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SAs CLSRENCE A. BROM ard 
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The following investigation was cw:cucted at 
Athens, Georgia, by SAs CLARENCE A. BROM and JACK B. SIMPSON 
on July 28, 1964: 


| ine nee ncmmnall Athens, Georgia Police 
Department, advis 


that he was not on duty the night of ‘= 
July 10-11, 1964. 


He stated that he was on vacation from 
July 1, 1964 to July 15, 1964, and, consequently, could be 


of no assistance in connection with individuals in the Open 
House Restaurant on these dates. 


tities canine Athens, Georgia Police 
Department, aiso advise at 


e was on vacation from July l 
1964 to July 15, 1964. 


He, however, stated that _s x } 
‘ days aro he was assigned to patrol duty oi ts a Fe 
ad and during the course of their dutic 
Guest’ s G 


bcy stoppea 
ara 


anco Street, which is oper 
10urs a Gz explained th2t 


is a close frienag of HERBERT GUEST 
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a -.:..: that he has no evidence to 
support the theory 


at GUEST may have been involved in the 
murder of Lieutenant Colonel LEMUEL A. PENN 
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| ae further expressed distaste with tke 
large nu:-ver Of individuals, including GUS? avd his gr::ip,_ . 
who traveled abcut armed in the Athens area. \ a oo 
hic 


that: there was not some law on the books by w ndiyviduals 

such as GUEST could be prevented from traveling armed in tne bz 
city. stated that on each occasion where ne 

perscra erv an armed individual he demands that this 
individual display his pistol toters permit, and that upon 

display of this permit stated he is helpless to take 

any further action in t regard. 


WED vo 1unteeres that i. wh: resides 
near Colbert, Georgia, and is employed at imaversity of 


Georgia in Athens as a laborer, is an individual who micht 
. be of some assistance to the FBI in the SMT SENN 
- murder ir rf 5 
id Spenus a Lot Of time_on {):. b2e_ 
De nivht jin pis 1956 black and white Fivrd 


e suggested that may possibly have sire 
ini.rnation to assist the FBI in this inves‘ igation. 
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AT 157-788 
CyA/ar 


oe ation was c.o..lucted by S&£s 
ommmiis:: o2 July 23, 19€4, at sthexs, 
crgia, concer ring acu t:3 Open H:::s¢ Restaur ax Or. 
July 11, 1964: r 


~ 


c= 


— advised that he and 
been in Payne's Bar located on Lexirston .Rva: BWe 
ard nking beer at approximately 11:39 p.m., Jily 10, 1964. 


> 


arproximatady ies 06 Pe m., ne 

Huxse Resvaurarsy. for focd, wher 

He stated he, an pe ve tne OTs. 
House Rest.aurar:c Gv. arcproximat« av Waich vis 
drove around Atnens, taking noe at about 
aem., and ths: goar:g home themssly 
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He stated h2 observed nevhing unus ial or sus52".: 
Guz‘ing this period. While in the Oren House Restaurarc, 
stated theze were 4a number cf people present but because 
oz.¥ been in the Avhers area &@ Shows time, k= does nod leis 
of these in 2¥iduals by name. 


eae 5*:*: he could Surpnish a> informatio: 
concerming th3 ing of Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN, statire 
orly knowledge Se has is what he has read ani heard. 


7 
°® 


oki 4, 


re has lived i: the Avhen 
currentiay empicyved by General Time Corporatio”: hee 


H? advised thst he ama 
drtiking beer at Payne's Place, Dot gon Read, ars lef thas bie_ 
establishme::t at asproximately 22:00 mi 29 edvizas 
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they then departed an Oper. House a tata 
wnere they joined arriving there a 
mey hac s-me food an’ Ke, 
departed the Ope: House Resta wen’ 
ch time they dreve around town. 
He futher S tated that during the time they ere drivins 
around the Atme=s area, he was asleep in ths back seat. He 
svated the car in which he was riding belone.d +9 
and is a 1954 Pontiac two-door Pontiac, writ: over Iagne 
green. 


He svuated % wri for abcs: one hour. 


weich time they tock home, a... then he a:..i 
went nome. 


He acivisei that during bis ee ig ae Raed. es mos 
arid 2: :90 a.m., NE orserved ncething ‘.nusz ce 
me a 3 scair vias acrine most of tris time ey 
v2 back seat or car. 
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PAT? 


He acvase2 duzing the tims he wés is: the Opes. cfc. 
Restaurant, tzurce were not too mary in ihe. piace and he 23:25 
ir S recall any cf their mames. He sdvised ts the best cl 
m—owleige he did ros obsexve anyones carryit:e any Type cl 


wearon or firsarn. 
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He atsisei the only kcowledge ke t.ai of the kiiling 
cf Lt. Col. LEWIEL A. FENN is what ke has read arid hea>::. 
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B. ACTIVITIES, GUEST GARAGE, 425 EAST 
HANCOCK STREET, ATHENS, GEORGIA 
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8 &-362 (mer. 1-25<::; 


was interviewed at ris tome at 
athens. He acvised ne has seen living *~. 
Fru. «cos Sars and was torn 1n Cnerokee Cour-ty, Missteesip: :. 
iss jS av years cf age and has teen working for the past se:.. 
weeks as night attendart at the Magnolia Gas Station. 412 
North Themas Street, Athens. His ioss is whe 
“rits the day shift there. His tcées usually leaves around 
NL Ceee ant +S alone at the staticn from ridnizgnt 
et. tte daily. He has ne other attendants at the 


station curing these hours. WS «t2¢<3 that the Guist 
Garage, rext cocr to his staticn, -s frequented by meé:.. 
4‘ndividuals at all hours of the nignt. He has seer. HERFERT 
“™ 47 Uw.icr, come and go with as many as a to ter: 
: “.. €or of thom carry pistols. He statea that HERBERT 
GUEST has exterstve activity at the garage, which is over 
Yard above any repair tusiness he might hav= there, 


~ e2 that re %22 On ¢7ctasion sek 

t 6-39 #- ths morz ire wren large groups cf in’tvidau 
still hanging around Cuezt's Garage. He has rever ¢& 
of these individuals with shotguns. 


stated that at atout daytreak cn the morning 
of July il, 1964, a 1961 or 1962 Fentiac, with a kaw radic 
arenes and fogged-up windowz, came to Guest's Garage at 
atcut 2:00 a.7., polling a boat trailer. The <ar wes aro.us4 
the garage for several hours wnile HERBERT GUEST ard cre 
otzer indivicual worked cr: the tail light of the trailer, 
At about daytrsak, this car drceve from the garage tc the 


gas station, were GD c2s<ec Lt up. 


aor that cne «f the individuals wuhc 
hangs arounc t.e Guest Garage is DENVER FHILLIFS, who erie? 


a 1958 Cadiilae. 


Sa tn Athens, Georgia File # AT 157-788 


Om at 


Date dictated _T/i2 6: 


» 
Taie document contains neither recommendations na conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ead is loci<3 © 
your egency; it end ite contents ere not to be distributed outside your agency. 


me Ye, .- eee) al hen _ * 6 (eae 2 a a 
igang tees FE Rae an ee a ey 
EES Settee Ss 3 eer" : : 


- 


AT 157-788 
WJW/sbb: ds/cjh 
Ze 


4Knotker individual, who works at the Guest Garage 
at night, is a white male, American, 45 years of age, with L 
7 


a crippled leg. 
he has an assistant who is a Negro male, named 


mame unknown). 


— stated he has no suspects in this matter. | = 
bow 


said he is the night m nic and 
(last - 
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Sher iff THOMAS HUFF was interviewed on July 14, 1964, be 
regarding the identification of et 
ci ALVLSE s follows: 


Sheriff HUFF advised that he ha 


wire 18 € : t Guest's Garage as 
hte Cab resides at Bogar 
eo PASeG that é has determined that 


cs 42NGEG empicyment at Guest's Garage months ago and 
ut-gut one week befcre We it working there. 


‘ Sheriff EVFF saic at: 


i.8 records contain no other information cere. 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) Gye) (bX? XD ) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
- , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


> 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[-] For your information: 


XX The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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“HMC Al OF INVES! 
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oe CE 23: e@ that le har net ec 12 - 
bech «ppreached hy ERT GUEST <cncernt:.t any possible | 


‘ @ 
nterrogetice: ry lew entorcement officers. 62 


ee advised tha the “crirpled mechazi*" ut 
Guest's Garage is CLAUDE BENNETT, wao drives a white ani. bis«-: 


1957 Ford. PENNETT was formerly # vart-timc employee wt.:o 
worked week er:is and Fridays 4% Guest's Gali sC, ae. ae. Le . 
worirg full time migkhts due to the resent seasonal S2r.creuse 
in business. 


advosed tam CLAIME SR IETI 42s rot .vs* 
; aye = 1:0 relateve of ae a 
- he 2 ighs. atve:3 lanw av the corner PAS Blavl «i. 


Witr reference to the nirSt syste ecsayed mecl.ei.! 


ee thas his mane i- 2:3), b2 
me} o> INCL. ridi.eht as Guert se : EES 9 — > She —_ 
ri 


wt Cay Shite Bs | vee Athens Cluy Weter Wort. 
Ovavet @ medarss: green 1959 BEEK wes 259 *3S..41LLY Passe 
tre stx<ccu Locon ™ the garazte. 
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@lioves tc: be Suse OLIS7:: tele. ! 
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Date July is Fe 1964 


On July 16, 1964, 
ed at his home at Bogart.._£‘—Ceorcis 


works at the garage named who works 
jays tor the City of Athen Department. 


- CD 2:v: 200 that at about 7:00 p.m. each 
evening and un m naned ial mechanic 


advised that there is nec colcre? 


help in the garage after midnight and unti] aD 
sewer at ¢:00 a.m. During that time, from micnignr:. to 


» ii G.t.L, only the white mechanic named DENVER PHILLIP: 
and HERBERT GUEST, the owner, are at the garage. 


a stated that DENVER PHILLIPS is et 
the garage all ni along with HERBERT GUEST and HERBERT 
GUEST's wife is at the garage during the days from 


arproxir:tely 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., except for a period 
from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. when she goes home for lunch. 
HERBERT usu2lly goes kFome and sleeps all day. 


re Fae 


“,” * : 
be Te ea” : 
EVLA Aes yh = : - 
. . vale. Cm? fae He ° 


be _ 


advised that he has been working for 
EERBERT GUEST for approximately two months. He is on a 
commission basis wherein he gets half of everything he 
charges. He explained that if he uses the wrecker ard De 


charges thirty dollars tow job, he gets paid $15.00 
or half of the tree. Statea that HERBERT GUEST‘s 
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wife does the tcookkeeping in the office at the garage an3 
So 1s 6G «6bS working whenever he looks in where. 
stated he hes never seen any liquor at the @ 
, xe does not know that HERBERT GUEST sells b7 
liquor. ! — 


~~ 


—— stated that he got this job wher, 
being unempicyed, ne inquired at the various garages 


ig: tue city concerning the possitility of their needing 
a mechanic, when he asked HERBERT GUEST whetter he cculd 
use one about two months 4¢ 

he could use kim end was hirec. 


: ae :«2+-: that he is not trusted with 
the key to tr:¢€ cash register by Mr. and Mrs. GUEST, and 


that any repair job t he worrs on when she goes to the 

bank in the morning, rakes oust the repair 

rill and the customer must wa antil Mrs. GUEST returns 

in order to pay for the repair job. k 
Fhe 


statec that he is alone at the 
garage cn Monwtays, “uesdays, Wetnesdays and Thursdays 
from roon until 1:00 p.m. wkile Mrs. GUEST is tome tor 
lunch. 


Or Fridays, a part-time mecharic, whose name 
is not knowr. to ED who drives é& bdbiack 159 
Ford which is bet eft side and who is a white l, 

male, comes to the garage and werks on a part-time basis. ee 


On some Fridays th white mechanic is et tne garage 

all day vs rT some idayvys the white 
mecnanic dees > SROow up. ae =: that if 
the white mechanic is at th 4 on a Fridsy he always 


rarks itis car across the street on the rorth side of 
Hancock Street. | 


. wim «-..-: that there are two phones $7 
at the garage and they are as follows: Liberty 6-010; ~- 
and Literty 6-0194. oh. 
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He advised that each day when he goes 
ie teeves his home between 6:00 and 7:00 a.m. 
depending om when he wakes ur. 
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Date 8, 1 
"i 
es mechanic at Guest's Garage, was 
interviewe e v y of Thomas Street and wes 
Street. b ac 
_ —k>_ that he 1s uneble. to recall if ~~“ 
he was in Gues arage on the morning of July 11, 1964. 
He recalled that he stopped by the garage in the early 
morning hours once in the past few weeks for just a:few 


minutes. He stated that on this occasion he did not see 
CECIL MYERS, JAMES LACKEY or HOWARD SIMS. 
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(1) | 
Dete__JUty 39, 1961 


, 


62. 


\ Ae full time as a labcrer for the Athers 
Water Depa d is paid $1.05 per hour for his services there. 
He usually gets to the Guest Garage around 7;00 PM and works until 
midnight or 1:00 AM on weekdays. Sometimes on weekends he 

works during the day and sometimes he works during the night 
depending cn the nature of business at the garage. He gets ro 


Salary from the garage but gets 50% of each job he does there. 


Frequently at the gurage when business is slow, he 
will sleep through part cf the tour of duty or go home e2rty. 
Sometimes when he is rushed be will be under a car at tiic tack 
of’ the garage-working on it during his entire tour of duty 
with<ut being aware of what iS gcing On in the irent of tue 
garage. 


CED 2: er1<0 t> recall his activities c= :he 

night of July . 64 and the early mornirg of tuly ll, 1964. 5 
He pointed out that he is unable to recall whether he werked ea 
beycnd midnight into the early m:rning cf Suly 11, 1964, at ‘**3 
garage. He cannzt recall any specific repair jcb he migi* 

have woxked on at that time and he states that ke is physirally 
unable to remember any details that far back. He states tbst ne 
definitely has not worked with HERBERT GUEST on any traiier 

hitch or any trailer lights since ke has been working at tis 

garage. 


. CS «<< that he has seen several yous war. 

males at the garage occasionally, who were carrying guns. He 52, 
dces n2t know ary of them, none have ever talked to him, and he 

knows ncthing about their business. He stated that when they 7° 

talk they talk in guarded conversaticn sc he cannot cverhear 

what they are saying, and the only time he gets close te them 

when he gets a service call and he has t® g> past them 1°. get 

the service truck. : 
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7/30/64 Athens, Ges? gia Atlan’a 15747738 
On hana at : - File # 8 


SAs AR“HUR S, HAMILTON and 
WILLIAM J. WATRY . farm 


Date dictated 


Thies document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It ts the property of the FBI and is lognei to 
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AT 157-788 
(2) 


tated he bas never seen liquor at the 


Guest Garage and he knows nothing akout HERBERT GUEST selling 
it. 


b 7c 
WE: :5< that there are so many folks that 
come and go at this garage that their business is never Exnovwn 
to him. He advised that at no time was he contacted by BERGER, 
GUEST in crder to prepare an alibi fcr GUEST in this matter. 
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Tt2 fo 
st.écial ge 
i. an effort { eazy 
Goareia, Gable. 1957 Plymouth Stationwagon, $64 G > 
L2cer32e 14-J-3905, was observed at Hanceck and Jacks 7 
St-3ets, Athens, Georgia, oa July 23, 1964, 


AT WHITEFALL, GEORCIA 


Or August 3, 1964, Leommmniaiilll | 
~iversity of Georgia, advised tka 


d been under his supervisio:, po dey 
: on August 1, 1964. He aAndicat 
aesngur goa was stiil on the campus of tue Trt 
cecseia near the Animal Husbardry Quarters. 


-_ explaized Wp: been off we 


weal weess in connection wath a reverted baal 

stated, however, he iovat+i at anes 
Focvking as a welder on August 1, at whi 

S73 Pate to fe yhoo Hi ain bis bac ic injury, 
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AT 157-788 


AEH. dra. 
Y: 


On Ju 


Athens Resident / and Lure 
i 


He advised he was in the area on July 11, 1964, 
to cover the story of instant matter. In doing so he broke eae 
an axle on his automobile and took it into the Guest Garage 


for repairs. This axle took some __ to get fixed because ba. 


appeared at the be. 
Ollowing information 


of a part needed from Atlanta. stated while in the 
Gvest Garage he noticed on the carbine and a}s% one 


advised that he was only able to rick up 
"his caz this date because of the above stated reason regardins 
the pa: t for the axle. 
£7 _ 


When he did pick up his car at the Guest Garage 
he rocticed the carbine and shctgun were still on the wall, 


“Put he further neticed there was now one dcuble-barrelled 


sawed-' ff shotgun also there. This sawed-off shotgun 
(gauge unknown) appeared to have just been cleaned and oiled, 


—— stated he was furnishing this infcrmati< 
because he understood that two or three employees of the yx 
Guest Garage were now involved in a case that dealt with Fe 
the firing by them into Negro homes in the Athens 
Community and he thcught maybe this information might be 
cf some value and assistance to the FBI in continuing 
their investigation. 
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vestigation was conducted by SAs — 
and refers a 
registered owne ae e Chevrolet 


384 Georgia license 134-J-601, observed at the Guest Garage, 
sthens, Georgia, at 1:30 AM, July 22, 1964. 


On July 28, 1964, Clerk, Driver's Licens: 
section, Georgia State Patro anta, Georgia, telephonicall: 
advised that her records. ‘reflected tha -orgeia Veterans 
license V-340665 was issued to 


, On the same date, dentification Bureau, 


Atlanta, Georgia, Police Department, honically advised 
that his department had no record for 
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He stated that he has no 
nowledge whether or no s a member of the Ku Klux 
Klan. 


On the same date, 
Athens, Georgia, advised tha e heard of several 


- wae area but he is not personally acquainted with 


1964 was interviewed at 
the located. on U.S. Highway 78, west of 
atta » at which ceas he advised that he has known of 
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_, Sere 
HW2RBERT GUEST for two years or more and has become much b 
acquainted with him over the last couple of months. 
BAtated that in connection with his employment at 
he occasionally takes an engine to Mc Ga uto 
and Garage. _ which is located immediately next to 


tye Guest Garage. has, therefore, come to know GUEST | 67 
=“nrough talk with h Ww e waiting for some engine work. 


, GED» :5- that the only person that he knows 
‘sy name who hangs around Guest's “19-7: *s HOWARD SIMS. He bo, 


advised that he would probably recognize scveral cthéi aiutiv. ct. . 
whe hang around there but does not know their names. He viewec 

a photograph of THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE and stated that this 
individual looked familiar, as an individual whom he had seen 

at Guest's Garage on occasion, however, he was not well acquainted 
with this individual. 
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GED 2svises that he has been to the Guest Garage 
twice since e killing, once about two weeks ago, and 
again several nights ago. He stated that the only comments 
which he has heard GUEST or any of the others at the garage 


make concerning the PENN killing was that PENN allegedly was 
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dead for four hours prior to being reported. He recalls the 
comment beirrs nade that no one in the Atiens area could be 
responsible for this killing. 


stated that he considers the murder of PENN 
‘n be a terrible thing. He stated that his feelings concerning 
this act are such that should any information pertaining to th: 
BIMN killing come to his attention, he would immediately make 
tnis information available to the FBI. 
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JAMES SPERGON LACKEY 


SHENG 


a SIS 


_—< 


stad ie 
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sh sam hci: a RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT: * 


and in the early Spring cf 1964, the JAMES LACKE: 
amily became her neighbors at 215 list Street, Athens. 


I 0p since that she works at two jcbs 

and dces not stay home much of the time, consequently, is :.ot 
fully acquainted with the LACKEY family. She indicated, 
hewever, that she believes Mrs. LACKEY's name to be 
R nd LACKEY'’s daughter, age 5, to be MARTHA SUE. 96 

stated that she krows LACKEY is employed at 
coples Company on Oconee Street, and that he werks . 
, odd hours, 


On Frid night, July 10, 1964, and early AM, 
July ll, 1964, STD 22:0 she was working and got home 
at approximately 1: on July 11, 1964. She said that 
LACKEY's porch light was on, however, she did not notice 4b 
his csr and cannot state whethe te we ced in the _ 


adriveway. 
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Reine indicated that she knows LACKs’? to b- 
very ective in t u Klux Klisn and that he attends “lots of 


Klan meetings." In addition, she said Mrs. LACKEY wats virv 
asctave in the Klan and had, in fact, attended a meeting on 
Wednesday, July 8, 1964. 1? 


lsaid that it was her information that the 
JACKEYs had ccme from the mour.tains in Tennessee and *hat they 


were rot too friendly in the rneighborhcod. ee? =: :: that 
the LACKEYs were frequently visited by pers in a Station 
wagon, and that she had seen on one occasion a wagon rext Gear 
with four Ks on the side. bre 
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 -. asked if she was aware of the 

p»owler incident which had occurred on the 8th of July, 

1964, and she indicated that she had heard the commstion L 

_ 5 


nNadlCatveu 


that she was not aware that Mrs. y seen arycme aru" 
the Fouse and that as far as phe, a was peneerhed,. 
over the years she has lived there as never been 
bothered by a prowler of any kind. 


WED cescrives LACKEY as a thin individual $7. 
with a fla cp hair cut and one eye slightly crossed. She 


s%id she thought he would be about 140 pounds, and othsrvise 
gid »-.t describe him further. 


GE 12510512 that she would be slert @> gry 
activity in the neighborhcod sand agreed to notify the FB: 


concerning this activity. b9 . 
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Dete _ July 11, isi 


Athens, Georgia, was interview:: 
conrection with the velopment of background concerning 
JAMES LACKEY. | 


WED © tained that he is a resident the: 
neighborhood in which LACKEY resides. According ‘re 
LACFEY kas been residing at 215 lst Street, for abou reé 
week's and is aie: have come frem the Cairesville, 
(recigia area. said that LACKEY has a bluisk-greer 
195@ or 1952 four door Chevrclet, that he is employed by 
Peoples Oil Company on Ocoree Street, and that his family 
consists of self, wife, and minor daughter, apprexinat:!. 
five years cld. 


According CRIED tackey is a white mele, urde+ 
36 years of age, 5'7", -155 pounds, chunky, Sa:.dy huir. 


said that LACKEY keeps irregular heurs arid 
that there is considerable activity around his h«..+ 
fern cf visits from numercus white males whe, on ¢cc asin: 
arruve in a white staticn wagon. 


GaR::¢<0 that LACKEY's wife, whem h- deseribs 
as a "looker", spends considerable time at the service stati 
where LACKEY works, and that not infrequently she gors 
location dressed in very short shorts. in Iwpina-n, 
this was highly unusual. He said that the wW > Furse rame 
he did not know, was about 5°3" tall, 118 pounds, dark hair, 
and was young. He coudd not estimate her age. 

ba 


ee that he considered LACKEY a disturbing 
inf.uence in e neighborhosd. He said he did not k»5y any os 
LACKEY's frieads cr the places where LACKEY was apt to rang: 


7 a 
~ 


‘a “ 


«On the night cf the shooting of LEMUEL PENN, - 
said he did not notice whether or rot LACKEY had teen foo. 
How:ver, he did state that Saturday was usually a very tiz 

Jay for LACKEY at the service station and that it was 7° t 
unusual fer him to work late on this day. Iu 
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said that he has learned that LACKEY cn 
cne occasion had threatened with an b> 
iron pipe, and that LACKEY e quick tempered. C 


: stated that althcugh he has never known 
LACKEY to have been arrested, he did recall that LACKEY 
was a complainant in conrnectica with a prowler repcert rade), 
approximately July 8, 1964. F oe 


stated that in connection with this 
prowler report a Negro max had been arrested and that ¢ith-- 
LACKEY or those associated with him were reported +. have 
said, "I'm going to get me a God damn nigger." my =: 
it was his information that these individuals were armed \ 
at the time this sta ent was made ard that LACKEY was oe 
wearing a revolver. | ee he did not know the details 
concerning this and was cniy reporting what h= had heard. 


WE. «cerca te ccocperate with the Fai, iv.dicstirg 
that he wou be alert to any further activities o: the part 


of this individual or otkers associated with him, ari that 
he would be happy to make this infornation available i> b 
this Bureau. F Quik 
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advised tha an s family moved into 215 First 


Street, which is directly across from his home, about six .. 

or seven months ago. He had never met or talked with either 

Mr. or Mrs. LACKEY and stated that about the only person they 
speak to in the neighborhood is |... _ ee lives next .. 
door to the LACKEYs. , bx 


WR «. that LACKEY evidently works at a 

job with ours as the lights in the home are on frequently 
late into the night, and it appears that his wife leaves on 
the house lights until he arrives home. 


He further stated that about the only visitors the ~ 
LACKEYs have are a couple who come almost daily in an off- 
white station wagon. His wife is a real fat woman, weighing 
over 200 pounds. They have two children. This man wears 
glasses and usually has a gun strapped to his side whenever 
he comes to the LACKEY residence. He then related that 
several weeks ago. he saw HOWARD SIMS, whom he has known for 
the past seven or eight years, with LACKEY and the owner of the 
white station wagon arrived at LACKEY's home about 5:30 in the 
afternoon. This was the only time he saw SIMS at LACKEY's 
residence, 


, b2c_ 
Gee «:2:<« he has heard that SIMS is a member 
of the Ku ux Klan; as is LACKEY. He further advised that 
he had observed the letters "KKK" on the white station wagon 
that visits LACKEY'‘s home. b 
: 7< 


GD = «+: << that on Friday night, July 10, 
1964, he wen o bed at about midnight, at which time the 
lights in LACKEY‘'s residence were still on. He did not 

observe him coming home, but stated that when he got up 
Saturday morning, July 11, 1964, between 5:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.n. 
LACKEY's car was parked beside his home. He did not observe 
his movements further that day as he had company and did not 
pay any attention to his activities. 
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The following invest tion was conducted by SAs 
a bre 


The following information was obtained from the 
Athens Telephone Directory, the Athens City Directory, 1962, 
and the Credit Bureau of Athens on July 16, 1964, and personal 
observation of residences on July 17, 1964: 


a surety for JAMES S, LACKEY on 
er's Bond: | 


Name ‘ | 
Residence 7< 


Telephone 
Employment 


Sem Utes 
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Telepkone 
Age 
Marital status 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
at Chattanooga, Tennessee: 
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® ification Division, Chattanooga . 
Police Depar !. Ramilton County Criminal 2 
Court Clerk, General Sessions Court Clerk, 


KX 157-265 
+ omeees | 


n County, all contacted on July 20, 1964, and = L 
welee:..::: Deputy Sheriff, Hamilton County Sheriff's 7 
partment, ond Chief of Police, East Ridge 
Police Departmen cted on July 21, 1964, all advised 
they were unable to locate any record in their files identifiable 
with JAMES SPURGEON LACKEY or his wife, LORETTA STEPHENS LACKEY. 


On July 20, 1964, a telephone call to the 
peste Service Station, Inc., 5510 Ringgold Road, determined 
that the Peoples Service Station, Inc., headquarters office 
was located at Nashville, Tennessee. ° 
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= oe he _ wea S. LACKEY for a aaa = Phe 
three years, Ber or which time LACKEY operat 
dvis a n Wit. 
was Oo 


and friend basis, inasmuch as he saw 
him almost daily at the service station. He said his association 
with him had always been pleasant, and that LACKEY had never been 
the sdéurce of any trouble in the neighborhood to his knowledge. , 
LACKEY was well thought of as far as he knew, did not appear -to 
be a trouble maker of any kind, and had a good reputation in the 
area as far as he knew. He found him to be honest, truthful, 
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and a hard working individual. He said he spent long hcurs of 
time at the service station, and that he had never heard any- 
thing of a derogatory nature concerning hin. 


July 20, l nat ke ew uring the time he be, 


»perated the Deanlas ¢ Company Service Station 


Said he was very Ds¢ tO LAUABY inasSmuck as fe visited at the 

service station either on business or as a friend almest daily. 

He said he found LACKEY to be a hard working, honest, truthful 
- individual, and had never known him to be in any trouble. He 

said he did not consider him to be a trouble maker, ard that 
he had a good reputation in the area to his Knowledge. He 
said LACKEY'S family consists of his wife and one female child, 
- age unknown, but described as being very small. 


} 


ae yt: 


ear | 


advised that approximately two years ago, L 
as LACKEY was approaching the Hamilton National Bank in East _ a 
Ridge, a Negro man snatched the money bag from him. The Negro 
had a gun which was taken from him by LACKEY and either the 
Negro attempted to shoot LACKEY, or LACKEY attempted to shoot 
the Negr., exact details unrecalled, but the gun failed ta 
fire. We said LACKEY did not appear to be bitter against the 
Negro race, and did not appear to be prejudice. He said he 
had never heard LACKEY discuss the racial problem prior to 
his departure from the Chattanooga area, and had no knowledge 
as to his feelings concerning this matter. He said he found 
him to be nice and polite to all races at the service station. 
He said LACKEY had moved from the Chattanooga area approximately 
six months ago, and his present whereabouts were unknown, but 
believed to be somewhere in North Georgia. 
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advised that he knew JANES LACKEY during e 
ie fe Operated the Peoples Oil Company Service Station on bc. 

Ringgold Road across from his cleaners. He said-that he found 

LACKEY to be an honest, trustworthy individual wko was never 

in any trouble to his knowledge. He said he had a good repu- 

tation and appeared to be well thought of by the people he came 

in contact with. He said he had never seen anything out of the 

way or heard onything that would indicate that LACKEY was a 

trouble maker or held any prejudice toward any individuals. He 

was not aware of any clubs, groups or organizations of which 

LACKEY was a member, and always seus iaeeee him to be a soyal 

American citizen, 


Fe an Oe 


KX 157-265 
WBH/sc 
4 


si diaalls a ee od advised 
on July 20, 1964, that she knew JAMES S., LACKEY and nis wife;~ 


LORETTA, for a pericd of approximately one year, during which 
time they lived at 1895 Hollywood Driva, These people moved 

from 1805 Hollywood approximately six ronths ago, and believed 
to have moved to Georgia, exact location unknown. Mr. LACKEY 


was manager of the Peoples Oil Company Station 1d 
Road,. and had been transferred by the company. 
advised that she was not: very close to either Irs, U 


Mr, LACKEY inasmuch as both these individuals kept pretty ba_ 
much to themselves. Mr. LACKEY worked regularly and appeared 

to bo a good provider for his family. Fr was never in any : ag 
trouble to her koowledge, and had a good reputation ino the 
neighborhood. Ske said that LACKEY'S farily consisted:.of him- 
self, his wife and one child. She further advised that due 

to the turrover in the neighborhood, it was very doubtful that 
anyone else in the neighborhood would krow the LACKEY family. 


advised 
on July 2 964, that JA » LACKEY and family were not ¥ 
known 7% her. She was unable to furnish anyone in the 
neighhorhood whoa would recall] the LACKSYS' having resided at 
this adijress duce to the turnover of the residants in this 
area. 


bac 
Avenue, advised that she remenpered the iamily of JAKES 5. 


LACKEY residing at 1826 Fey West Avenue. She said she recalled 

that he worked at the Peoples Oil Company Sarvice Station 

located on Ringgold Road. She did not. krow this family very 

well. Nowever, to her knowledge, the family had a gored: repu- 

tation in the neighborhood. She had never heard anything 

unfavorable concerning Mr. or Mrs. LACKEY during this time 

and neither was ever in trouble to her knowledge. 
bs 
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Om _Juky 20, 1964, ccmaroamccucene. 
Hamilton National Bank, Fast Ridge Branch advised that 


S. LACKEY was unknown to him. -€ present manager bs — 
of the American National Bank, was On vacation 
and unavailable for interview, ut that would pro- 

bably be familiar with this individual. ae 


, advised that he recall Lartl au lmily 
ue name OL LACKEY, who kad anaensed a b pervine station of the b2-_ 


* Peoples Oil Company on Ringgold Road, did business witk the 


East Ridge Branch of the Hamiltcn Natienal Bank a year or 


-two ago. Be said that he recalled that the services or associ- 


ation with this individual by the bank vere satisfactory, and 
the bank had never had any problems with hin. 


, £7 he recalled an incident, two or 


three yeurs ago, all «{ which is LKearsay. in which LACKEY — 
was involved in an attempted armed robbery, LACKEY being the 
victim. He said as he recalled LACKEY was either leaving or 
coming t:: tho bank with a deposit. at wkickh time he was aprnroached 
by an iniividual with a gun and that this individual demanded 
LACKEY'S money. The robber was described as a Negro, and the 

two became engaged in a scuffle, the Nozgro ending up with the 
money and LACKEY with the gun in his possession. He said he 
recalled that. LACKEY reportedly pulled the trigger of ths zun 
obtained from the Negro on three or fowr occasions, but that 

the gun had failed to fire. This individual was chased and 

caught in the area and turned over to the Hamilton County 
Sheriff's Department for prosecution. 


The Chattanooga Daily Times, a Chattanooga, Tennessee 
daily newspaper dated om. Somber 28; 1960, contains an article 
entitled “Victim Disarms Daylight Bandit”, This article relates 
in part as fellows: 

* “Jamas Lackey, manager cf Peaples Oil Cumpany 
Station at 5510 Ringgold Road, was robbed of 
$329.74 near an East Ridge, Tennessee bank as 
Lackey was on his way to make a deposit. Lackey | 
told Hamilton County Detectives that a man stuck 
a .22 caliber pistol in his stomach and demanded 
the money. Lackey scuffled with the bandit and 


KX 157-265 
_—- 
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finally succeeded in getting the gun from 

him, but the bandit got the money and started 
running. Lackey is quoted as saying he aimed 

the gun at the fleeing man ad pulled thke:trigger 
four. times, but the pistol did not fire. The 
bandit was chased and stopped by Lackey and 
others in the area who had observed the incident 
and was turned over to Hamilton County, Tennessee 
detectives. The bandit was identified as Andrew 
Ransom, aka J, C. Atkins, a nenarn male." 


——— Detective, Hamilton County Sheriff's 

* Department, advis“d on Jvly 21, 1964, that he recalled cone 
ducting an investigation in conrection with an attempted armed 
‘robbery of JAMES LACKEY in East Ridge, Tennessee, a year or 
two ago. We said that he recalled that LACKEY was on his way 
to make a deposit. at the bank when a Negro man stuck a pistol 
in bis stomach ox! demanded the moper. LACKEY and the robber 
became engaged in a scuffle and LACKEY wound vp with the gun 
which had oricginatiy t~en in possessicn cf the Negro and the 
Negro wound up with the morey which had originally been in the 
possession of LACKEY. LACKEY stated te the Detectives that he 
pulled t*. trigeer ef the gun four or five times in_anr attempt 
to fire ai. the Negro, but the gun failed to fire, 

advised thai during the interview LACKEY did not discics 
particular animosity toward the Negro race, and that to the 
best of his know] edge, ke held no grudge toward the Negroes 

as a result of this attempted robbery. He said that he was of 
the opinion that LACKEY was a “typica). service station attendant”, 
meaning that he was not particularly intelligent and dad not 
appear to he well educated. He said he never had any other 
dealings in connection with LACKEY, and to his knowledge, he 
appeared to be a logical thinking individual. He said that 
the Negro who was arrested in connection with this armed 


robbery charge was later prosecuted in State Court on a charge 
of armed robbery. 


SE, 2. 2 
National Bank, East Ridge, Tennessee, advised on July 28, 


1964, that he recalled that JAMES S. LACKFY, who had operated 

a service station of the Peoples Oil Company on Ringgold Road - 
had done husivess with the East Ridge Branch of the Hamilton. 
National Bank a few years in the past. 
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: a advised that he recalicd that the bank's 
dvalings or Pbusiuvuess transactions with LACKEY was to the extent 
that LACKEY made the deposits for the Peoples Oil. Company at 
the hank. He said that he did not recall LACKEY having a check- 
ing account personally at the bank. He said that the bank's 
business transaction with LACKEY had been entirely satisfactory, 


and that he had never heard anything of a derogatory nature 
concerning him, 


wivised that aliont twe years «go, as LACKEY 

was leaving the bank with a sum of mwmoncy, he was approached 

by a Negro man who was armed with a pistol and attempted to. 
- rob LACKEY, LACKEY, according to grabbed the pistol 

‘which was in possession of the Negro, and that the Negro 4, 
grabbed tha money which was in possession of LACKEY, LACKEY 
Wound up wit; the gus, and the Nugro wound up with the money. 

The Negro broke «:d ran from LACKEY and LACKEY started chasing 


the Negro heldirs tre gun hear tha Negro's head and pu 
the trigrer.,. The gg" failed 10 fire hut, according co ire 
if the gun Pad fired he would definitely have killed the Negro 
inasmuch as ke was firing at poirt-blank range. He said he 

was pointing the gun at the Negro's head and pulled thse trigger 
of the weapon four or five times, LACKEY and others in tha 
area continued to chase the Negro in the rear of the building 
of the arwva and the Negro was caugst. and held by some of the 
businessm.n in tho area until the arrival of the police. 


The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent eagle on July 20, 1964: 
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asked if he had ever been involved in an altercation 
with JAMES LACKEY, Manager of the Peoples Oil Staticn on O-ccee 


Street in Athens, Gecrgia, wherein it was alleged that LACKEY bo 
had threatened st: an iron pipe. 


v4 > se 4 


ne had ever haa ar kind © rouble with LACKEY and cenied ‘itax 
LACKEY had ever threatened him in any manner. He said he liked 
LACKEY although he did not know him very well. He indicated 

LACKEY hai come to Athens from somewhere in Ternessee. He =aid 


LACKEY had a wife and a Se. d, and that LACKEY drove a 
Chevrolet automobile. was unable to advise ccncerning 


the movements of LACKEY or S family on the nignt of July 1C, 
19€4 o- early morning of July 11, 1964. bIe 


— denied knowing if LACKEY was ass7ciated 
with the 19ca an and denied knzwing cr seeing ary of LACKEY's 
asscciates on lst Street. 


He s2id that he had heard, ard emphasized this was only 
hearsay, as he was not a Klan member, that if the Klan had pulled 
the mu-der of LEW » PENN that cniy a few members would know 
aout it., explained that it was his infxrmation that 
any assignment given to Klan members was passed out in an envelop. 
to maybe 3 or 4 members, and that none of the others sould have 
ary knowledge relating to the assignment. Said that ie 
had no idea wh> might have shot LEMVEL PENN. icated that he 
was'"no Nigger lever" but he said he did not approve cf visience. 
He claimed that he had several geod friends wh% were cclored. 
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ca acaeenmnalil Gainesville, Georgia, Polics 
Devartment, adavised July 1964, after a search of his 


records that neither the Detects ve Bureau nor the Identifica- 


tion Buseau have any record of LACKEY. He does not know 
LACKEY personally. b7u 


advised that there was no police @part- 
mens or credit bureau in Claremont, Georgia, and that any record — 
concerning these individuals residing inthis area would te 


located through -the police department and the credit bureau of 
Gaizrssville, Georgia. 
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- « aes Peopis's O11 Comneny, 
920 Athens Avenue, Gainesv e, Orgia, advised that JAM:S 


JACKEY was hired as a station attendant at thé: Gainesville 
Station inabout 1957,where he worked as an attendant until he 
was transferred to Chattanooga, Tennessee, where he was made 
station manager. About January,.1964, he was transferred to 
the station in Athens, Georgia, where he is presently employed, 


WD stated that LACKEY lived with his parents in 
Clernmont,, Georgia, while employed at the Gainesville station. 
His parents are chicken farmers and have a good reputation in 
the comnunity. He stated that LACKEY married his present wife ai 
, While he worked at the Gainesville station. His wife wac L 
.@ployed as a housekeeper for an elderly widow te 4, 2. 
Gainesville, Georgia, during their courtship. | eee ced that 
LACKEY's wife's mother was deceased and her father lived in 
some small community outside of Gainesville, and it is his 

pression that he is also deceased now. 
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further advised that while LACKEY worked a:i2. 
resided in Gainesville, he was a quiet indivitual who did not 
drink nor te his knowledge was he ever invclved in any trouble. bo 
He stated that he worked at the station and after work usually Rane 
went home, He had never known LACKEY to engage in Klan 
activities or carry a gun while residing in the Gainesville 
area, 
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ie stated that was believed to be a member of ba 

e Klan by him or at leas iat he requested time off to — 
attend Klan meet He further stated that was known to 
carry a firearm. then stated that he has no direct 
information that | LACKEY is a member of the Klan, but 
stated that it would not surprise him if had interested 
him in it. For the past six weeks to two 2uns, LACKEY has 
been carrying a sidearm whenever he stopped at the People's Cas 


Rm a -_-_- — —_ —=—-— <= ———— — =. —- =e =- 


- ..°%-* 
y AE pho J. i. oe 
‘ ** 
i> _ | ’ ; 
zt. ye > a" + 


~~ 


7,6. > . 
Cote ss 


Fg 


- 


Pere her errr 


APF 
Dae X" 


a tat ae .* & wi 
Ne ND os 2 


. “~~ wer 
“a 


On _7/22/64 am Gainesville, Georgia File# AT 157-738 
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e en route : 3 ots 


fe stated w1at LACKEY 
invariably stops at the station whenever he passes through 
Gainesville on his way to visit his family. 


ctated that while in Gair.esville, LACKEY hai 
mever expressed any hatre?l of Negroes, but wvecallis that L 
7 


while LACKEY was mamager.. of the service station at 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, he was robbsi of the station receirts 

by a Negro while en raite to the bank. This Negro was arpré- 

hended by another businessman with the receipts. which were 
reclaimed by LACKEY. 

The only cther incident wnich can recall that 
would embitter LACKEY in any way was thav CKEY's child, 
believed to be a son, died as a result of an overdose of 
aspizir. or other type medicaticn. stated tnat it was his 
impression that the mother had been careless in leaving Py 
medicir.e where it was easily accessitle to the child an Fe 
ths% the child had administered to itself a -at tal dose. —— 
said he did not know any of the details relating to this 
incident and thatv as far as he was concerned, this was 
nearsay, a ee 
He was ask-:d Jf he ew han this. bragic acct dent had 
occurred and he stated that he believed the incident happens d 
while IACKEY end family were residing am. wozing in Chatta- a 
nooga, Tcnucssee, iiss 
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JAMES SPERGON LACKEY was ccrtacted on July 29, 1964, in 
Athens, Georgia, at his place cf employrert, the Pecples Service 
Company, kmc., at which time he volunteered to appear at the 


FBI's Athens, Georgia Office in the Pest Office Building fcr 
interview. 


At the outset of the interview by SAs JACK B. SIMPSON 
and CLARENCE A. BROM, LACKEY was advised by each of these Agents 
of his right to consult.with an attorney prior to making any 
statement, that anything he said could be used against him in a 
court of law, and that he need not make a statement ii he did rot 
wish to dco so. 


LACKEY advised that he resided at 215 list Strect, aad 
his date of birth was December 4, 19535, in Hall County, Georsia. 
He said that he had been employed by Pecples Service Siatisns, Inc. 
with home offices in Nashville, Tennessee, for a vericd vl fs en 
years, and that in Athens, Georgia, his usual snift was fircn 
7:00 AM until 11:00 PM; however, this was not always the case 
as he and his fellow employees tock «ne another's shiits frer 
to time. 


LACKEY was questicied concerning his itine.azy Go 
July 10-11, 1964, a:zd he related the follewiug inferravi:: 


He said that he worked on July 10, 1964, fircer 7:00 AM 
until 11:C0O AM, and that he went home after 11:00 AM. 


LACKEY said that he slept a while and returnmce t:. %: 
Peoples Oil Station in Athens, Georgia, prior tc 6:00 PM «tn 
July 19, 1964, for the purpose of preparing a derosit, whic: 
he made at the Natismal Rank of Atheus. 


Subsequent to making this dep.sit, LACKEY saic k:c 
went hore and uad Supper with his wife ard child. 


At about 7:00 or 7:30 PM, en the same date, he saia 
hewent cut and preceeded to Guest Garase in Athens, where ie 
Saw HERPEPRT GUEST, fiICWARD SIMS, and CECIL MYERS, aleng with Genccs » 
whom he did not kncw py name. 
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LACKEY explained that the purrese of his visit to tne 
Guest Garage was simply for the purpose «f "snhucting the breeze" 
with the boys. He said he stayed around the garage several 


hours and then rode arcund town in CECIL MYERS" car, a cream 
colored Chevroiet II station wagon. 


According to LACKEY, he and four others, GUEST, 
MxZRS, and SIMS included, drove to Lawrenceville, Georgia, 
“here they stopped ocriefly at a filling static:. During this 
stop LACKEY said he and MYERS remained in the car ard SIMS 
and GUEST went into the station. 
Asked if he knew the reason for this trip, LACKEY 
replied negatively and indicated his irability «+o describe 
the station or general area where the stcp was made. . 


‘ Tnen, said LACKEY, the group left the Lawrenceville, 
Georgia area and re!urnei t<« Athens at approxinately midnight. 
LACKEY said he remembered the time because his wife, LORETTIA. 
had left a call for him at Guest Garage relativ: is a prcowle*, 
which ske had obsexved in the general area of LiICKE.'s vesideé.ice. 


LACKEY was questioned concerning frem whom he had 
obtained this telephone message, and he indicated “s.re try" 
at the garage had taken the telephone metsage and related it 
to him. LACKEY denied having seen this boy preéevicusly ana 
concluded that this unkaown person, a white male, 20-25 yezrs 
cld, 5°'9"-10" in height, was a friend ci HERBERT CUCEST. LsACKEY 
also said there weze others present wher he receivei tunis 
message, hcwever, he did not know their names and corciusec 
that there was a "tunch" arsund the garage. 
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LACKEY then related that after receint ci the 
telephone message he, accompanied by SIMS and MxERS, pr-ceedec 
in MYERS' etation wagen to the LACKEY residence at Z1S5 lst Strect . 
in Athens, where they proceeded tu search the general area 
for a prowlcr. 
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LACKEY said that they parked the car abeut_100 yarss LA 
from his heuse on «a side street adjacent to the residence, ° 
and that they sat in the neighborhood for an heur oO: sv with £° 
the car lights off. LACKEY said he was driving, that SIMS 
was in the front seat with him, and that MYERS cccupied the 
back seat. | 
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' Subsequently at approximately 1:00 cx 1:50 AM, 
LACKEY indicated the group decided to ge to the Open House 
Restaurant fcr coffee. He said that he, MYERS, and SIMS, 
driving in MYERS’ automobile, which they parked in front or 
on the right side of the Open Hcuse Restaurant, left the 
vehicle, entered the restaurant, and seated themselves at 
a table either near the restroom or the kitchen. He insisted 
that there were only three of them at this table, that he 
had ordered a cup «f coffee, and that cre of tne others had ordered 
a sandwich. LACKEY denied seeing anyone he knew except the restaux:. 
owner, Mr. EPPS. He stated that the “little black haired 
skinny waitress" waited on us. 


LACKEY said that he and his friends MYERS ari SIMS 
were all wearing revolvers during the course of the 
evening and we:ie also wearirg these revolvers while in the 
Open House Restaurant. In addition, LACKEY add«d that HOWARD 
SIMS had a sawed-- ff dc: sble-barrelled shotgun cut iv the car, 
which gun LACKEY tleught was a .16 gauge, however, he ingicatel 
he had not ecxamuined this weapon anc was snot certain <f its 
Size. He xecailed that during a portic:: of the evening this 
gun was on the ire:t seat hetween the driver and passenger. 
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LACKEY stated that he recclle«ted their visit t« the 
Open Heuse Restausart cn this particuiar occasi“n had been ¢: 
shert duration, pessibly 15 to 20 minutes, and that afterwards 
they proceeded tack t% his residence and again fock up their 
vigil concerning the pre«wlezx. 
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é (mn the ce:casion of this returr trip to. the LACKEY 
residence, it was believed by LACKEY that he and his friends 
parked on a side stxeet and watched for the proywler, vemairine 
agai» in the area fc. a pericd of approximately one heur cr =, 


tnsuccessivl in lecating this prowlex, LACKEY sa:4 
he and his friends ~eturned tc Guest Garage, ani that preser’: 
Ou this occasivn was HERBERT GUEST and several «ther wen wa? 
LACKEY did nct knctw by name. He did recall, h:wever, that 
DENVER PJIILLIPS was present. Asked what GUEST was doing cn 
this cccasion, LACKEY said, “ne was fixing a car." 
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AT 157-788 
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- JAMES LACKEY said that he and his friends remained zt 
the Guest Garasc from about. 4:30 AM whea they arrived until 
around 5:00 or 5:15 AM, after which they prcceeded again to 
the Open House Restaurart for coffee. He said that he, MYERS, 
and SIMS went back 10 the Open House ResStaurant on July 11, 1964, 
at appr=ximately 5:00 or 5:15 AM, leavir:g HERBERT GUEST at the 
f-cage working cn ac automebile. 


LACKEY irdicated that on the cccasicn of thir visit 
to the Open Hcuse Restaurant at 5:00 or 5:15 AM, he did nct see 
anyone there whom he knew by name. He said they had proceedcz 
to.the restaurant in the MYERS‘ vehicle. which was parked cut 
fr-nt,. According to LACKEY, he did not see owner EPPS, 
however, he did notice a pslice officer inside drinking coffe? 
and one outside seated in a patrol car. He denied knoving the 
identity of these <fii«.ers. 

: 

LACKEY i-~jicated tuat the grcup stayed in the Cpen 
House Restaurant fcr apprcxirvatelv 15 to 39 mirutes aca lei 
returning to ise Goiest Garage. he said that follewing canis 
CECIL MYERS drove him heme and that he arrived there 2% 
approximately 6:00 AM on July ll, 1964. 


LACKEY said he ate breakfast, slept ikree hcurs, 
and then returred ty wo1k at 11:60 AM on July 11, 1964. He 
said he werked all Say and all night, ani left on July 12, i2¢C4, 
at 3:15 AM. H> saic he retuxned to his home, ate, and that. 
he and his wife ari little girl proceejced to Gainesville, 
Gecrgia (R-ute 1, Clermsnt), tc visit with his father in 
July 12, 1964. 


LACKEY was asked if he owned an autom:bile, and 
he said that he did own a 1951 Chevrolet, manufacturer's number 
JA 09254, which car was green with feur doors, 6 cylinders, and 
equipped with three Western Auto Davis tires and one Dencn (phoneti:} 
tire. He said that his current Georgia license numbcr was 


LACKEY was asked if he owned any firesrms, ard he 
indicated that he owned a .38 Smith and Wesson revolver, . 
serial number 758661, and that he alse owned a .22 caliber rifle, ° 
serial number not kncwn. | 
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dated May 19, 1964, and signed by Ordinary HARTMAN, |; 
indicating his right tc “tote" the .38 cali Smith tnd —~ 
Wesson. LACKEY denied ownership of any shotgurs. 


LACKEY produced a permit from Clarke County, Georgia, 
UB: HARTMAN, , .. 
+" 


~Accoxding tc LACKEY, he carries a pistol regularly 
lur protecticn and he indicated it was carried in plain view 
in a holster. He said he has had scme trouble with colorea 
wosopie and that this is the reason he carries the gun. He 
said he usually purchases ammunition for the gun at the Atiies-« 
Hardware, and that he never reloads any of his cwn ammuniti’i. 


LACKEY said that HOWARD SIMS does some reloading 
of. ammunition for his own use, however, he does not krow if. 
SIMS reloads any sho?tgun ammunition. 


, According t2> LACKEY. HERBERT GVEST hes at least one 
shotgun which he keeps in nis garage and also pas & .J8 caliber 
pistol. 


LACKEY recalled that HOWARD SIMS has a pistei aac a 
shotgun he usually carries wita him ir his autemobile. In fact, 
LACKEY said "SIMS hardly ever rides witnout a saweaz-cfi shotaqun 
in his car.". Tnis gun's barrel anid sixck have Leen sawel-ciz 
with the over-all length of the weapon being approximately 2: 
inches. It is a dsable-barrelled weapon with hammess arg dvundje 
triggers and holds two shots. According to LACKBY, ke dces now know 
the size of this weapn. 


LACKEY wss asked if he had ever signed a surety be~d 
for any of his friends ta carry a weapon, and he indicated 
that since he was :ict a pr:perty owner he could nci. sign sueon 
a bond in Clarke County. 


LACKEY denied shooting LEMUEL A, PENN, devied knewin;g 
who had shot LEMVEL PENN, and indicated that he hai ro 
information relative to the PENN murder. 


After extensive questicning, LACKEY admitted that mary 
of the ‘facts related aLmwe were lies ard he agreed voluntarily -, 
to provide a signed statement as to the actual Series of events. 
and occurrences taking place agwong his associates cn tre night. 
of July 10, 1964 and tie early rning of July ll, 1964; 
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“Attens, Georgia 
July 29, 1964 


"J, JAMES S. LACKEY, make the fvllowing voluntary 
statement to JaCK B, SIMPSON and CLARENCE A, BROM who 
have identified themselves as Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau cf Investigation. Ne threats have een 

+; made or promises extended to me to make this statement 
which IJ have been aavised may be used against me in 
ccurt in connecticn with an official investigzaticn. 

-J have been advised that I can consult an aitorney 
wefcre makicy this statement by Agents SIMPSON and 
BROR. 


“I was ber: December 4, 1935 iu Hall County, Ceorgia. 
I xeside witii ry wife 2-4 dGaughter at 215 First St., 
Athens, Gecrgia. I bave a tenth grade education. 
I am employed as manager of the Pecoie's Sevvice Station, 
Inc., 198 Oceree St., Athens, since January 3, 1554. 
I was emplriyed with this company in the same capacity 
at Chattanooga, Ten”. 
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"On Fridav, July 10, 1964, I wrkec from 7:09 
A.M. to 11:00 A.M. The balance of the day up ft: 
about 6:50 or 7:00 P.M. I was axcund the house and 
in town ding ».:thing in particular. 


"Arouad 7:09 P.M. CECIL MYERS came to ry hoxe 
with bis wife a:.4 three children. He lest nis wise 
and children at my heuse while CECIL and I crove of 
in his 1964 Canevy II station wagon which iS creas iin 
culor. We first drove to Guest's Garage o- E. Haucock 
St., in Athens where we stayed abcut 30 minutes or 
possibly lunger. Present at the garage when we arrived 
were HERBERT GVESI. DENVER PHILLIPS and about four cr 
five others whem I did not reccgnize. 


hk eeneas os 


‘ ads: x ’ = . "Se _ wie * ry. “ . — "~« . oe Roe Dad 


~~ 2 OI a ® eae Ss "ey : yk He oY ‘ of YY + &: o- eset rate 
oe, ' ~ ae? ae Kia #08 SR, OE ESS +4 


rey ey >.> 


AT 157-788 
(7) 


"From Guest's Garage Myers and I dreve to the 
Kiavern at 199% Prince Ave., Athens, where we met 
Howard Sims. While there Herbert Guest arrived 
alone and joined us. We stayed there about ten 
minutes when Guest asked us to accompany him to 
Lawrenceville, Ga. to deliver two cases cf liquor 
at a Teog’-o Station. This liquor was placed into 
the etation wagon fram Guest's Cadillac. Howard Sims 

~» about the same tine took a wawed off shot gun 
from his i948 Chevrolet and placed it intc the 
back seat of the station wagon. Both the liquor and 
the gun were switched out in the street beside the 
Klavern. 


| “The shot gun was a double barrell gun but I 

do nit know whet calibre. Both the stock anc barrell 
are Gut down but still within the lege? limits in 
Georgia. I kisw that Sims has No. 4 enot rut I 
cannst state positively that the shells wérs load=2i 
with No. 4+ she+ this night or not as I did rst check 
them or &s8x. : 
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"On the trip to Lawrenceville I drove Myers 
Svaticn-wagon while Herbert Gusset sat beside me in 
the frort seat. Sims and Myers were in the rzar 
6-at. We made the dclivery ani returned to Athens 
by about 19330 or 11:CO PM. Ws, drcve past 
Gaest's garzge without stoppirg and then cs 
to drive around Athens. 
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wnere We csheszea around for any activity cf 

prowler wh> hai been around my house exrlizr that 
week. I did =.5t go into my home but we sat 

“around the nmeighberhsod absut 30 mimtes or 52. 

We then dreve dow: tc Guest's garage where we sat 
around till absut lsc) AM, Saturday morning, culy li, 
1964. Present in the garage when we arrived were 
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Herbert Guest, Denver Phillips, and a third 
individualwhom I did not recognize. This 
individual left in his auto while we were there. 
I do not recall what kind cf car ‘he was driving. 
The man as I recall him was about 40 or 45 years 
old, 6 feet tall, and weighing about 2C0O lbs. 

or over. 


“About 1:00 A.M., Saturday, Herb Guest, 
Howard Sims, Cecil Myers ard I went to the Open 
House Restaurant for coffee. We sat at a table 
next to the kitchen door. We had sausage sandwishe: 
and coffee. While eating a man whom I did rot 
know came to the table and sat down beside Sims. 
After a shcrt conversation with Sims he deyerted. | 
I did not recognize this man I have not sees him L 
Since. AS I was getting ready to eave (Siig 7 
my assistant manager at the Pessls*t services 
va m came in. 


"All fcur of us had cur revolvers strapped cn 
all night. The shot gun remained in the staticn 
wagon. 
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“after leaving the Open House Restaurant we 
dropped off Guest at his garage and then we 
drove arour.d the colored section in East Athens. 
Howard Sims directed me to drive to this area 
stating that he heard rumors that some white 
people were going to a colored joint ix this area. 
We just roce by without stopping and drove cver to 
the West End ard checked about or 7 license 
tags that did rot have the prefix '14!' which is 
Clarke Couwity. We were merely checking tc se=e 
how many cat of town cars were in the esltred 
section. We did rot talk to anyone cr do anything 
about these out of town license plates. This 
checking was teing done as the Klan wés exvecting 
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trouble frcm out-of-town negroes. The Klan 

members had heard on T-V and read in the papers that 
Martin Luther King had intended makirg the State 

of Georgia "his proving grounds on the Civil 

Rights Bill. Because of this the Klan thought 
King might bite in some cut of town negroes 

to stir up the colored pecple around Athens. 


“after this I drove back to my house where we 
checked the area for the prowler withcut sesing 
& thing. 


"About 3:00 o'clock that morning I got cut 
cf the station wagon which I had been driving ail 
night and went into the house. My wife ard 

-Mrs. Myers Were still up. Cecil Myerz said he 
was going to drive Sims over t2 pick ap his scar 
and he wctuld te back to pick up his wife and 
children. 
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"Tl stayed up with my wife and Mrs. Mvers vrtil 
about 5:39 or 6:00 the mornirg of July 11, 1364 
tefore Cesil Myers came back. 
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"T asked him what took him so lorg and Cecil 
Myers replied ‘we had a little matter in ths 
Nigger section to take care cf.' He did rct say 
which side of town it was on. I also asked him 
who was with him and he said 'me and Howard.' I 
esked him what happened and he would not say 
exything. He then talked about perscorial matters 
and got his wife and children and left for his 
r.ome. 
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“fhe following Tuesday, culy 14th, Cecil Myers 
Greve up tS my service staticn ard aszed ms wnat 
I was goir:g to be doing that eventing. I tcld hin 
I-had ro plans and he said he would rick me up abcut 
6:00 or 7:00 o'clock. He picked me up that evening 
* end took me to Guest's garage. 
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“Whe: Myers ard I arrived at the garaze, Herbert 


‘Guest .and Denver Phillips were there along with two 


cclored employees who did not get in cn or hear 


ary cf the conversation. Shortly thereafter Howard 
Sims arrived. | 


“After scme gereral conversation Cecil Myers 
ir. the presence of Guest, Sims, and Phillirse told 
me to say that on the night the "Nigger' gct killed 
near Colbert, Ga.-that Sims ard Myers were with me 
over at my house checking on a prowler. Ir: thse 
ccnversation they told me if the ‘boys! meaning 
the F.B.I. picked me up for questioning, I war 
to say that Guest was working on a customer's car 
ord that Denver Phillips was sleeping in a black 
1957 Buick which wes being work2d on ix. ths garage. 
I told them I would see what I can do. 


"Tl askid the entire grour what harpensi and 
both Howari Sims’ and Cesil Myers said ‘it i; 
of your dary: businmess.' When I tock my ¢s Hh, 45 
The Klan I swore that I weuld rst questicn excther 
member abc“ ~6 what wer.l on av a meeting or cutside 
of a meeting cn anmything at whith I was net present. 
Tc this dste I was uct told by anyene cf thi: 
group what: har;ened the merning of July ll, 1964 
ncr have I attempted te find ous. 
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| have read this 11 page statement & find 
it tco.be true. 


nukey 


"/e/ James 
“Witr.csses: | | 
/e/ Jack B. Simpson, Sp. Agent, FBI, Atlanta, 7-29-64 
/2/ Clarer:2 A. Brom, Special Agert, F.B.I., Newark, 
N.g., 7/23/64" | 
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In addition to the above information, LACKEY admitted 
that he was a member of the Athens Klavern of the United Klans 
of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, and that he 
holds no office but attends meetings regularly whenever his 
work schedule permits. He also said that his wife, LORETTA, 


igs a member of the Klan Auxiliary and that she attends meetings 
t-gularly. 


LACKEY was shown photographs cf the follcwing suspe::ts 
in this case, whom he identified by name as they were [flashe: 
to him: 


HERBERT GUEST 
GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER 
HOWARD SIMS 
CECIL MYERS 
DENVER PHILLIPS 
“GLAS MYERS 
lie alsc recognized the photographs of PAUL SIRICKL4SND 
and THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE, whom he kad seen in Athens, 
but cculd rot supply their names. 


The follcwing description of LACKEY was cotained tarcugi 
interrogation and chservation: 
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Name . JAMES SPERGON LACKEY 
Address 215 First Street, 

, Athens, Georgia 
Date of Birth December 4, 1935 
Place of Birth Hall County, Georgia 
Height 5'93" 

Weight 140-115 pounds 
Hair Black, greying 


Eyes 
Social Security # 
Military Service a 
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Educ aticr . 10th grade 
Marital Status Married 
Wife LORETTA 
Child Girl, MARTHA SUE, age 5 
Mother MANDY JUNE LACKEY 
Route 1, Clermont, Gecrgia 
Father L. D, LACKEY 
Route 1, Clermont, Gecrgia 
Sister MADCALENE OLIVER 
Rcute 1, Alto, Georgia 
Brothers ROY LEE LACKEY; 
EDWARD JILES LACKEY 
(live with parents) 
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- JAMES SPERGEON LACKEY, during interview on July 29. * 
1964, at the Athens, Georgia,: Office of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, advised that approximately one week ago, 
CECIL MYERS changed the tires on his white — II station 
wagon. 


LACKEY explained that as manager of the People's 
Service Station he has serviced MYERS' automobile and has 
also driven this car and is familiar with the tires. He 
stated that he noted about a week ago that all the tires 
which he previously kmew to te on the car were removed ar: 
replaced with other tires. 


He said he recalled that some of the replacei tir 
were getting pretty tread-bare and aside from that re ey 
not further describe these tires as to brand, make or mod=i 
size. He said the tires were not purchased at the People's 
Service Station because he does not sell tires. 


IACKEY advised that with respect to his 1951 
Chevrolet bearing Georgia license 14-2504, these tires were 
as fcllows: 
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The two front tires are Davis Century 6.70 x 15, 
four-ply. 
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At the left rear is a Denman Super-Safety and | 
the right rear tire is a Goodyear Cushicr- 
Safety tire. The spare is also a Davis. 


An examination of these tires was made by SA= 
SIMPSON and CLARENCE A. BROM and this information was 
verified. : 
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» . | July 31, 1964 


Nee On July 30, 1964, subsequent to the interview of 
JAMES LACKEY by SAs JACK B. SIMPSON and CLARENCE A. BROM, 
LACKEY was drivea beck to the People's Service Station on 
Oconee Street. 


Upon arrival at this station it was noted that 
CECIL MYERS and his wife were parked in MYERS‘ Chevrolet II 
station -wagon adjacent to the building. 


It was observed by the Agents present that as 
soon as LACKEY entered the serrice station he was joined 
by CECIL MYERS, who immediately engaged him in conversation, 
and that LACKEY subsequently made a telephone call. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-2 $-60) 


(1) 
July 31, 1964 


On the afternoon of July 30, 1964, JAMES LACKEY 
was contacted by the investigating agents, SA JACK B. SIMPSON 
and SA CLARENCE A. BROM, and inquiry was made concerning what 
was said between LACKEY and MYERS on the preceding evening. 


According to LACKEY, MYERS asked him what questions 
were asked of him by the FBI. LACKEY stated he was questioned 
roncerning his whereabouts the night of July 10-11, 1964, and who c- 
substantiate the the information. MYERS then advised that he 
var asked about the same questions. LACKEY told MYERS that he. 
ruck to the story that they had agreed to give for the night 
im Qguesticn, and that MYERS did not question him further. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-80)  ) Se | FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE & ae ION 


Dete Avgust 1, 1964 


‘On August 1, 1964, JAMES SPERGON LACKEY was 
contacted at his place of employment, People's. Service 
Station in Athens, Georgia and was invited to the FBI Office | 
in: -the Post. Office Building for interview. 


FACLEY voluntarily Bupear: -l for interview and was 
advised prior to interview by SAs JACK B. SIMPSON and CLAPS;**: 
A. BROM that he, LACKEY, did not have.to make any statement, 
that any statement he did make could be used agains him in 
e court of law and that he was entitked to consult with an 
ettorney before making any statement. No threats or promis: 
were made to induce LACKEY to grant this interview. 


During intervicw LACKEY was asked why CECIL MYEF:* 
had appeared at the People’s O11 Station in Athens, Qeoris: 
on the night of July 29, 1964, subsequent to LACKEY's having 
been interviewed bv the FET, 


* According to LACKEY, MYERS inquired as to wheche: 
Or not LACKEY had been questioned by the FBI and wanted to 
know the nature of the questions asked. LACKEY stated that 
he furnished this information to MYERS. 


Aside from the above, LACKEY did not state any i 
details concerning this particular contact he had with 
CECIL MYERS. 


LACKEY was then questioned concerning his night 
rides with HOWARD SIMS and CECIL MYERS and he indicated that 
he has ridden “considerably at night™ with these two individ:25 - 
He also indicated that on many occasions HERBERT GUEST was 
also present with the group on night rides. 


LACKEY was asked if DENVER PHILLIPS had accompanied 
the group and he replied negatively stating that the only 
occasion he could remember being in an automobile with 
PHILLIPS was traveling from Guest's Garage to the Open Hou:ss 
Restaurant for coffee. 
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JACKEY denied that he had ever been in an 
autonobile. with DENVER FHILLJPS present or any of the 
Other incividusls mentioned. 1hovs, when a colored person 
fired int». the automobile or when shots were returned from 
the automobile in which LACKEY was riding. LACKEY denied 
ever having been hit by a shotgun pellet fired from an | 
automobile occupied by colored individuals. 


LACKEY admitted that he was present on July /!, 
1964, when two colored couples drove past Guest's Garage 
and were subsequently f2llowsd in CECIL MYERS' automobile 
by MYERS, HOWARD SIMS and LACKEY himself. 


JACKEY said that they followed the two omeres 
copies fo the Rob Walkers i-c.v-:1': with MYERS only 
SIMS in the front seat armed.with a shotgun ard LACH 
riding in the back seat. 


LACKEY stated that HOWARD SIMS while seated in 
the vicinity of Rob Walker's Drive-In "raised the shotgun 
when the niggers were looking out the window". According 
to LACKEY after the gun was raised the colored individuals 
looking .out the window of Rob Walker's Drive-In disappeared 
from view. LACKEY stated "the heads disappeared” after 
the above action by SIMS. : 


LACKEY when asked why they had followed these 
individuals indicated that the car had a delinquent license 
tag displayed on it. He stated that a patrol car came to 
Rob Walker's Drive-In and checked the Negro’s auto ani cn: 
thereafter Assistant Chief HANSFORD came down and resolvea 
the matter. 


Concerning the alibi which GUEST, SIMS and MYEFS 
had discussed with LACKEY, LACKEY related as follows: 


* 
- 


This discussion took place in front of Guest's 
Garage several days subsequent to the shooting of Lt. Src. 
LEMUEL A. PENN. LACKEY said he listened while the. others 
did the talking and that DENVER PHILLIPS was “just around, 
hé didn't do any talking." LACKEY said he asked SIMS, GUEST’ 
and MYERS the reason they.needed an alibi and they told _._. 
him it was “none of his damn business". LACKEY said, "I 
figured something was wrong but did not ask further". 
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According to LACKEY on the night of July 10-11, 1964, 
he cauld net furnish any alibt for any "Pare mentioned 
in the 2£>ov2 sroup between the hours of 45330 a.m. 


LACKEY said he was dropped out at home by HOWARD 
SIMS and CECIL MYERS between 3 and 4 a.m. on July 11, 1964, 
that MYERS and SIMS left the LACKEY residence driving in 
IMfYEFS* Chevy IL station wagon. and that SIMS was in possession 
of a sawed off shotgun. 


According to LACHEY cas these two individuals 
departed LACKEY's residence, CECIL MYERS was driving and 
SIMS was sitting in the back seat._.with the shotgun. LACKEY 
said he @id not knew where these two individuals were from 
that tic: until approximately ovsi-.-. &.m. when CECTI*. ryt? 
returned to the LACKEY house to pick up his wife and chiidr-:. 

According to LACKEY it was at this time that he 
asked MYERS where he had been and MYERS replied, "We had 
some trouble in the nigger section that we had to settle.” 
He pointed-out that the "nigger section" referred to by . 
him is either the area along Broad Street or in East Athens. 


LACKEY was questioned again concerning some of 
his movements. during the night of —— 10, 1964 and the 
early morning of July 11, 1964. 
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He indicated that he recalled that MYERS, SIMS 
and he may have returned to the Open House Restaurant 
for a second cup of coffee between 3 and 4 a.m. He indic:..:- 
that they had been to the Open House earlier for the first 
cup of coffee between 1 and 1:30 a.m. 
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On the occasion of going for the second cup of 
coffee LACKEY recalled that SIMS, MYERS md he had stopps¢d 
at Guest's Garage and that MYERS had attempted to wake 
up DENVER PHILLIPS who was sleeping in the garage in an 
automobile. LACKEY also remembered that GUEST on this 
occasion was working on an automobile with the hood up. 
Other details relating to this stop and to the activities 
of individuals at the garage were not recalled by LACKEY. 
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| LACKEY was questioned again concerning the trip 
made by MYERS, IMS, GEST and himzelf to Lawrenceville, 
Georgia .:: she night of July 10, 1964. : 


He related that upon returning to Athens from 
Lawrenceville, a stop was made at the vicinity of Klan 
Headquarters where HERBERT GUEST picked up his automobile 
and returned to Guest's Garage. At this time SIMS! 
eutcmshbiie was still parked in the vicinity of the Klan 
hall. ) 

Subsequent to the return from Lawrenceville, LACh::. 
said that there were only three of them riding together in. 
MZE}:3° = 'tomobile, namely MYL, 3:5 &nd BACKSY tres 


| "He said that after having the second cup of coffec 
he was driven home in MYERS’ station wagon by MYERS and 
SIMS. 


LACKEY indicated that Mrs. MYERS was already at 
the LACKEY. residence having been there since approximately 
7 pem. on July 10, 1964. 


LACKEY said he did not recall that SIMS left the 
group at any time during the evening to pick up his wife. 
LACKEY specifically said that he did not recall SIMS leaving 
the. group at 11 p.m. on July 10, 1964, to pick up his wife. 


LACKEY denied ever having been on a "night rii:" 
with PAUL STRICKLAND and denied ever having been in a car. 
when GJEST fired a shot and a colored girl was injured and 
he further denied ever being in a car from which a shot 
“as fired by SIMS. | : 


 ZLACKEY said he has told the FBI everything he 
knows and that he does not know if GUEST, SIMS and MYERS 
are responsible for the shooting of LEMUEL PENN. LACKEY 
seid he was not at the scene of the crime. personally énc +: 
these individuals have ‘not confided in him concerning their 
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whereabouts between 4 and 5:30 a.m. on July 11, 1964. 
Baséd on information available to him LACKEY cannot say 
if these individuals did cr aad not commit this crime 
against JZM'RL PENN, 


LACKEY said that he did not know anything about 
the ammunition for SIMS* shotgun. He indicated he did not 
know where SIMS had bought his ammunition or if he had 
loaded his own. 


LACKEY seid he did recall overhearing a conversat:: - 
between HERBERT GUEST and HOWARD SIMS approximately 24 
months ago, during which conversation these two individuals 
indicated they were going to buy some #00 buckshot. He however 
Geez not know wheth2r they ever o*7faed a huckshet 
and if so where they obtained it. 


LACKEY was also asked if any of the group of individu... 
* besides CECIL MYERS had been to see him since his previous 
interview with the FBI and he replied negatively. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-80) Se FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES 


(1) Date July 30, i964 


ADDIE LORETTA LACKEY was interviewed at her residence, 
215. First Street, Athens, wie os: and furnished the following - 
signed statement: a 


"Athens » Ga, 
7/29/64 


"I, ADDE LORETTA LA make the following free and 
voluntary statement to and ae 
—,: have identifie emse to me aS Specia 


»S Of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Ne 
threats or promises have been made to me to obtain this 
statement. I have been advised that I do not have to ro 
make any statement and that any statement I do make may Sy P éiiid 
be used against me in a court of law. I have beer 
advised of my right to consult an attorney and was so 
advised by SA 


"T am 27 years of age and reside at 215 ist Street, Athens, 
Ga., With my husband JAMES LACKEY. 


"About July 8, 1964 Mrs. RUTH MYERS, wife of CECIL MYERS. 
came my house about 7:00 to 7:30 pm. We sat ar:d 
talked, played records, and got our children to bed. 
About 11:15 pm an unknown prowler tried to get into the 
house and bumped the door. I saw the prowler out of the 
back door but could not tell whether he was colored or 
wnite. 


"I called my husband at People's Service Station, Atnens,. 
where he works. He came home about 11:30 pm with HOWARD 
SIMS. A few minutes later the police came and searzthed 
the backyard with my husband and SIMS. A few minutes 
after the police arrived my husband's friends HERBERT GUEST 
and CECIL MYERS arrived in MYER's car. MYERS and GUEST 
helped the others search. After about half hour, they gave 
up finding no one around and SIMS stayed in the back while 
my husband returned to People's Service Station to check 
out. In about 15 minutes my husband returned end stayed 
home the rest of the night. Mr. SIMS left efter my husbtand 
returned and went to the Guest garage alone. He returned 
in ubout 15 to 20 minutes and picked up h wi and wernt home. 
My husband anc en went to bed, : 
' an 
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"The evening of July 10th, 1964, my daughter and I 

were home alone until about 11:30 pm when my husband got. 
home from work. He told me he was going to watch the 
backyard and drove his car about a block away and parked 
it-under a street light. He then walked back to the 
backyard and hid in the bushes. I could see the car of 
my husband from the house and car never left. I cculd nyt 
see my husband except one time about two hours after he 
had hid and I saw him moving in the bushes. I nad the 
lights out in the house and only had the porch light or. 
I stayed in the house and watched television. About 3 
4 am in the moming, my husband came into the house und 
we went to bed. He never left the house after th2:.. 


"None of my husband's friends or acquaintances helped my 
husband that night of 7/10,11/64 to my knowledge. 


"J have no knowledge either directly or indirectly as te tine 
murder of LEMUEL A. PENN at Colbert, Ga., 7/11/64. 


"TY have read this statement of 43 pages, it is the truth 
to the best of my knowledge. 


/s/ ADDIE LORETTA LACKEY 


= » 1964 L 
Special Agert FBI 77 eo 


The last paragraph in the above signed statement 
is in the handwriting of ADDIE LORETTA LACKEY. 
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In addition to the above, she advised thst sh= has 
been a member of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Knights of She Ku 
Klux Klan (KKK) ever since she and her husband moved from 
Chattanocga, Ternessee, to Athens, Georgia, about January of Lh. 
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She stated that her husband hes also been 4 memrer 
of the Knights of the KKK for the same amount of time and thas 
they have attended meetings in Athens, Georgia. She stated shs. 
has never attended a Klan meeting outside of Athens, however, 
her husband has occasionally attended Klan meetings in other 
nearby parts of Georgia. 


She advised that she is in possession of age cal. 
Special Revolver and that she has a permit frem the Ordinery of 
Athens for this weapon. She stated that her husband has a .33é 
Special Revolver and he too has a permit to carry this veapon. 
She stated that neither she nor her husband own or possess a 
shotgun. 
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The following description of Mrs. LACKEY was 
ottwuined from observation and interview: 
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Name: ADDIE LORETTA LACKEY, nz«¢ 
STEPHENS 
Sex: ena le 
Race: White 
Date of Birth: Ag at Hall County, Ga. 
Height: 5° 
Weight: Os inate 98 lbs. 
Hair: Brown 
Eyes: Brown 
Scars & Marks: None visible 
Marital Status: Married 6/8/58 
Husband: JAMES LACKEY 
Children: MARTHA SUE - daughter 
Born 6/29/59 
JAMES - son - deceased 
(Date of birth unincwn) 
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Relatives: : 
Father: NOAH STEPHENS - deceased 
Mother: MILLIE STEPHENS, nee COLLINE - 
deceased 
Sister: COSETTA GREENWOOD 
Luni, Georgia 
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i JAMES S. LACKEY was reinterviewed by SAs 
Wiem.....: CLARENCE A. BROM at the Federal Building, Avhens. 
<cCrgla, at which time he was advised by SA that he 
7 not have to make any statemert and that any statemer:ts b 
de by him could be used against him in court in connection 
with an official investigation. No threats wer: mace or 
cromises extended to him. He was further advis¢ei thet tre 


a 


could consult with an attorney before making any statement. 
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LACKEY stated that he could furnish nc aidivicnal 
inform tion: regarding che murdez of LEMUEL A. PESN on July i. 
13964, and that he had already furmished all inforration in 
v.is possession whtn interviewed rrevicusly by SAs CAC:: =. SIit- 
- SON and CLARENCE A. BROM on Juiy 29, 1964. 
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On Aurist 3, 1964, SAS JACK B. SIMPSON a4 CLARENCE : 
A. BROM went to the residence of ee ee as 215 First 
~re6ét in Athers, Georgia. 


. LACKEY advised that he is ill, suffering frac whav 
ke thinks are.ulcers, and t he had an appointmens at 3:35 
p.m. to cor.sult with a concerning this illines:. 


LACKEY also advised that his wife ts still 
bea, having previously been treated by 


LACKEY indicated that due to his physical +5 emer 
did r.ot wish to submit to interview on Augus, 3, Sf. 


LACKEY was advised that due to his physical «.:.iiticr 
ne agents.would not interview him pending his consuitirg wit’. 
his physician and until such time as he felt physicallv atic *% 


be inte: viewed. 
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LACKEY did..volunvarily wucse for photscgzar?’.s, 
icating that he had pr evicusly pa Thay ME Wraiu .* 
teat he was glad to ccoperate. 
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While the agents were talking with JAMES LATKEY, 
lady whe i:nvrodused herself as JAMES LACKEY's methe>, fxs 
Une porch, expressing dissatisfaction because the FRE wa 
attempting to interview her son. 


< e 
; 
é 

5 


» 
r 


Oa ey pide sy 


- 


This lady stated tht in her cpinior:, the FEI was 
iv.tervisewing JAMES LACKEY because the Flan had endcwss2 RARRE 
COLDWATER. 
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Mrs. LACKEY was assured that the FBI was énidia coring 
“2 intexview her son in connection with an official tnressizstic::. 
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Dete __ 8/7/64 


On August 6, 1964, JAMES 8S, LACKEY volunteered 7 
to accompany Special Agents JACK B. SIMPSON and CLARENCE A, 
BROM to the Post Office Building in Atle ns, Geargia, for 
wis altace 


LACKEY was advised by Special Agents BROM a:.d 
SIMPSON that he need make no statement and that he cvtid 
consult with an attorney prior to any statement, which 
he desired to make, He was also advised that anything 
he said could be used against him in a.court of law, 

LACKEY indicated a desire to accompany the Agents 
for the purpose of setting the record straight, 


LACKEY was interviewed at the Post Office Biildir¢: 
in Athens, Georgia, on August 6, 1964, at which time fr-«. 
voluntarily provided the following signed statement: 


“Athens, Ga. 
.8-6-64, 

"y, James S. Lackey, make the following 
voluntary statement to Jack B. Simpson and 
Ciarence A, Brom whom I know to be Special 
Ajsents cf the Federal Bureau of Investigatior, 


"IJ have been told by Special Agent Simcson 
tiat I need not make a statement and that 
I can consult with an attorney prior to making > 
any statement. 


"I krow that this may be used against me 
in court. No threats or promises have been 
made me to get me to make this statement, 


“On the mornirg of July 11, 1964, I was 
driving Cecil Myer‘s cream Chevy II station 
wugon accompanied by Cecil Myers, & Howard 
Sims. 

“At so 00 . 30 

| metime between 4AM and 4-——.- AM 
we spotted a 1959 Chevy cccupied by several 
cvelored men, We trailed the car and noticed 


On __ 8/6/64 ot __ Athens, Georgia File #_Atlanta 157-7388 
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the Washington, D. C. plates, This was on 
Thomas Street, 


"Y believe Mr. SIMS said, “That must be 
~some of President Johnson's boys. ! 


“We saw this car for the first time headed 
rorth.on Thomas Street, Route 29 and 72 through 
Athens. At either the intersection of Hancock 
er Daugherty Streets is where I believe the 
remark was made by Cecil Myers to follow the car, 


"I was driving and I began following the 
car .as directed by Myers who was sitting along 
side of me up front. Sims was sitting in the 
back, 
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"Sims told me to fall back and fcllow tke 
negroes and I stayed back about 100 to 209 yards. 
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"We went out 29 and 72 and on to 172 highvrays 
near Colbert, Ga. 
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"TJ asked the others what they were going to 
do and Sims said, *I*m going to kill me a nigger.' 
Myers indicated he would help SIMS. 


“Both Sims and Myers told me when to pass 
the car occupied by the negroes from Washingto-., 
D. Ge . 
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“When I was along side the negroe*’s car, hcth 
Myers and Sims fired shotguns irto the - negroe's 
Care 
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"J drove on by the negro car ard turned 
around and came back, 


“I didn't see the car into which the shcts were 
fired.as we returned from the area of the bridge to — 
Athens, 
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‘We didn*t stop anywhere but drove straight 
- = back to Guest's Garage in Athens. 


“Herbert Guest and a boy named *Horse Fly‘ 
were at the garage when we arrived, -Denver Philiirs 
was also at the garage when we got back after daybreak: 
ca July 11, 1964, 


"The two guns used in the shooting were shotguns. 
The double barreled shotgun used by Cecil Myers was 
the shotgun that usually hangs on the wall of Guest's 
Carage. The shotgun used by Sims is his own gun 
which he placed in the Chevy II earlier in the evoring. 


"As soon as we got back to Guest's Garage both 
Myers and Sims cleaned the shotguns in th? garse:. 
They wiped the guns off with a rag, 

"Guest asked what had happened and Sims said, 
twe shot one but don't know if we killed him or not,* 


"Tre original reason for our following the 
<Olored men was because we had heard that Martin 
Luther King might make Georgia a testing greund 
zor the Civil Rights Bill, We thought come curt 
re town niggers might stir up some trouble in 

theas, 


“We had intended scaring off any out of town 
cvlored people before they could give us any trouble. 
Whe: the Washington, D. C. car was spotted on 
7-11-64, we thought they might be out-of-towxers 
who might cause trouble, 


; - 
~. 
~~? 
2 ‘e 
4 e 
ey 
= 

* 
= 
= 
< 


vat 


nS 
“Sie 


“Sims and Myers kept insisting that I follc«v 
the car from Washington, D. C. They had me go 
out of town so it wouldn't look like someoze from 
Athens did the shooting. 
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*y tad no idea that they would really skac-t 
she hegro and was very surprised when two shots 
were fired. Sims fired one shot and Myers fired 
one shot. 


~~ ; 


ate re 


. *.- . 
wee: et , » an Soe 7 
- tas % CSTs ‘ “y . 


r at © 4 ; 
ne SN ee 


~~ vw 
‘ ‘a 
‘ ’ 


[i ce 

| | Oo 4 ¢ 

SO Eien err Ne eh ee CMRI Os TNE 
' aa “ . . e 


%,<. -, a > — a? e r 


——————— = ——_—_——-— ~~. -<- . -_ oo 


” ° 
, © 
~ 

+ 


AT 157-788 
4 


"Right away after the shots were fired, 
I drove across a bridge and up a hill and 
turned around, I didn’t see what happened 
to the negroe’s car but Sims & Myer’s said it 
was swaying all over the road, 


| “We turned around & I drove straight 
back to Athens, cleaned the guns and then 
went to the Open House Restaurant for coffee, 


"tT only saw two people in the car from 
Washington, D. C. and didn't look at it after 
the shots were fired because I was busy 
driving. 


Pe a 


. "I learped what had happened between 
1122. ’AM & 1288 "noon on 7-11-64, I was surprised 
when I learned that the colored man kad been killed 
near Colbert, Ga. I didn’t think Sims and Myers 
had actually killed the man, 


. Nok ? 
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"I said to myself, *Those sonofabitchés 
killed that man,’ 


"J have read this 8 page Statment & it is 
true & correct, 
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"/s/ James S, Lackey 


“Witnesses: Jack B, Simpson, Sp. Agent, FBI, 
Atlanta, 8-6-64. : 


“Clarence A, Brom, Special Agent, 
F. B. It, Newark, Ne Je, 8/6/64" 
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-_- LACKEY stated that at Hull, Georgia, the 
PENN automobile slowed to a speed between 40 to 50 
miles per hour due to the change in driving conditions. 


According to LACKEY, he recalled seeing luggage 
in the PENN automobile across the back window and he could 
clearly see two persons in the front seat of the automobile. 


LACKEY also advised that about a week after the 
shooting incident he was at Klan Headquarters in Athens, 
at which time he heard SIMS and CECIL MYERS talking, 
with SIMS making the remark, “If a certain guy talks 
we are going to get him." LACKEY stated that although 
he was not included in this conversation, he believes the 
remark was made for his benefit. 


LACKEY also advised that toward evening on the 
" day of the shooting, CECIL MYERS came to the Peoples 
Service Station, where LACKEY was working, at which time 
LACKEY asked MYERS if he heard that the Negro was killed 
up at Colbert. LACKEY stated that he had purchased a 
newspaper carrying the newspaper account, which he showed 
to MYERS. MYERS, at that time, said, "I'll be damned, 
somebody killed a nigger." 


LACKEY was questioned concerning his participation 
in the shooting at the automobile of CLARENCE S. ELLINGTON 
on the early morning of July 10, 1964, about five miles 
out of Athens, Georgia, at the intersection of Highway 29 
and 72. 


LACKEY stated that on Thursday, July 9, 1964, 
he worked from 11:00 a.m., to 11:00 p.m., and the following 
morning, July 10, 1964, he worked from 7:00 a.m., to 11:00 a.m. 
He was not out with the group earlier on Friday night and 
the first he knew of this incident was Saturday morning 
while at work when he heard it on the radio. He stated that 
neither SIMS, nor GUEST, nor MYERS had ever mentioned 
anything about this incident to him and that he does not 
know whether they were responsible for this shooting. 
LACKEY again pointed out that members of this group never 
confided any incidents to him in which he was not 
personally involved, nor did they discuss them in his 
presence. 


r “*~ 


~ Ta e r 
FEAT TON 
‘* * ~ Die | Sa 


- 


‘a 
Ry 


_— 


FD-202 (Rev. 1-25-60) WE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEStc ON 


Date 8/7/64 


On August 6, 1964, JAMES S. LACKEY voluntarily 
provided the following signed statement in Atkezs, Geoz nee 


or. “Athens, Ga. 
.8-6-64 


"I, James 8, Lackey, make the 
foliowing voluntary statement to Jack B, 
Simpson and Clarence A, Brom whom I know 

to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, 


“IT kave been advised by Mr, Simpso 
thac prior to making any statement I can 
consult with a lawyer, . 


“7 know I need not make a statement 
and if I do it can be used against me in 
court. 


"No threats or promises have been made 
m2 to.get me to make a statement, 


“TJ kave been shewn phsotes of the scers 
of the murder of Lemuel Penn of Waskitgtonr, 
D, C. 


“J have identified photo #1, Broad 
River .Bridge looking rortheast, us tne 
photo showing the general area where on July li, 
1964 Pern was shot by Cecil Myers and Howard 
Sims. I was driving the car, property of 
Cecil Myers, when the skots were fired. which 
resulted in Penn's death, 


“After the shots were fired, I drove acress 
Broad .River Bridge, up the hill and around the 
surve for a distance of about a mil» ard a 
half and turned around on a dirt road to the izrzt 
off highway 172. 


; "I have also examined photos #33, 34, 35 and 
36 and I identify these photos as those showite ths 


. 


On _ 8/6/64 _ aw Athens, Geurgia _ File #__Atlasta 137—723_ 


. §& JACK B, SIMPSON ard | 
by _SA CLARENCE A, PROM: SBR Date dictated ___ 8/7/64 _- 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your egency; it end ite contents ere not to be distributed “Fer your agency. 
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' © Gar whick I followed from Athens, Ga. to the 
vicinity of Broad River Bridge beyond Colbert, 

Ga, on the early morning cf 7-11-64. This is 

the car which I pulled up along side on highway 

172 and into wkish Myers and Sims each fired blasts 

from doudle barreled shotguns, 


‘ “TJ have examined several shotguns and have 
ice-tified ore shotgus on which I marked my initials 
as boing Sim's gun used ir this shooting of Per=:, 


“I dreve the Chevy II Station Wagon of Cecil 
Myers .and:- Myers and Sims did the shootirg of tre _ 
negro from Washington, D. Ce. on 7-11-64, 


"The gun, a sawed-off shotgu , used by Myers 
is. this shooting came from Guest's Garage, Sizxs 
used his own shotgtn as far as I k:.cw,. 


"I nave read these (3) three page & there 
exe true_ /s/ Jamas 8 Lackey 


“Ho.tresses: Jack B, Simpser, Sp. Agent, FBI, 


“Clare.ce A, Brou, Special Agent, 
F.B.I., Newark, N. J., 8/6/64" 


In addition to the abovs signed statemer:t, 
LACKEY aiso advised the interviewing Agents as follors: 
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LACKEY corrected previous statsments ard 
indicated that whereas ke had previously claimed to kave 
besa at his residence between 3:00 and 5:00 a.m., on 
July 11, 1964, he now indicated that he had actually 
participated in the shcoting cf LEMUEL A, PENN by 
Grivirge the automcebile invelved and that h= did not 
actually arrive at his residence or the mornizeg ct the 
st.coting until 5:50 or 5:55 aem., at wiich time Ms, 
CECIL “VKYERS and his wife were still awake ard came cut 
oo the front porch, when ke and CECIL MYERS azrived at 

ke LACKEY residence, 
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In addition, LACKEY explained tm*+ after tke 
shooting and after stopping at Guest's Garage, he accompanied 
MiERS, SIMS, ard GUEST to the Open House Restaurant for 
eoftee.i:. GUEST's Cadillac between 5:15 = 5:30 a.m., or: 

Jily 11, i964, A young skinry waitress, who normally works 
the night shift,waited on them, 


LACKEY, in furnishizg details relative to the 
shooting incidert, advised that upon leaving Athens, he, SIMS a7i MYERS 
foilowed the victim automobile on Highways 29, 72, and 
‘finally, 172, He stated that this was the first tir 
that ke was ever on 172 in the area of the shootirg,. 

He again stated that he estimates the time of the shootizxg 
at about 5:05 a.m., inasmuck as the sky was getting gray. 
He added that it was foggy at the scene of the shootizg, 
aLthouga they did not run into the fog until they passed 
Hill, Ce.2gia. He stated that immediately after tke 
SlLowhing re proseeded sorth fer a distance of a mile arda 
tiali ¢3 two miles. SIMS and MYERS watched the victiz. 
ute weave down the highway and cnto the bridge, Either 
MYERS wx SIMS made the remark, “We must*ve not killed hiz." 
LACKEY seid they then rounded the curve in the road axd 
victim auto was ro longer in sight. After driving dowr the “-gnaray, 
LACEES . sa7.4 tyy dvcided to turn around tuo see what had 
rappened to the car from Washingtor, D. Ce. On the retirs 
trir, neer the bridge, where they expected to find the victiz 
cax, LACEEY stated he drove sicwly, but did ot - 
sc... MXERS looked oz one side of th: bridge whiie SIMS 
s=~verved the other side in an effort to see if they couid 
2 S2'0¢. the car in the river or on the side, He further 
stated they were looking for headlights still being on 
on the cer, but on being unable to spot tke automobile, it 
was asstmed they did not kill the driver so LACKEY turred 
accund avd proceeded back “in the direction of Athens, 
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LACKEY stated that he did rot recall seeing ary 
vehicle at tm wecere of the shooting, at the point where 
he turmec around, or er route frem the scene to the inter= 
sectipz of Highways 172 and 72. LACKEY also denied seeing 
the victim automobile on the road hetween the scene of 
the shooting ard the intersection of 172 and 72. 
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According to LACKEY, immediately after leaving 
the scene of the shooting, he, SIMS, and MYERS returred 
in the Chevy II Station Wagon to Guest's Garage in 
Athens, Georgia. 


He said that SIMS and MYERS cleaned the 
shotguns in the back portion of Guest’s Garage immediately 
uwon their return and that they told HERBERT GUEST, who 
was present, what had happened, 


According to LACKEY, GUEST told the group, 
"Tne best thing you can do is keep your mouth shut." 
S:ortly thereafter they all left the garage to go 
to the Open House Restaurant for coffee, 


* LACKEY was questioned in detail as to where 
SIMS or MYERS may have purchased the shotgun amnunition 
used in the shooting of LEMUEL PENN, He was also 
questicned in detail as to what had been done with the 
empty shotgun shells after the shooting. LACKEY ds::ied 
knowing anything about where the ammunition had bes: 
purchased, cr what disposition had been made cf the 
enpty shotgun shells by MYERS and SIMS after the shosting. 
He stated that both SIMS and MYERS ride with the action co2 
their shotguns open, but keep tle shells in the barrels 
at all times, On removirg the shotgurs from tne car, 
they take the shells out of the chamber and close: the 
ac::tie:. LACKEY stated he saw no evidence of any 
bax of shotgun shells and assumed that the gus:s were iocaded 
when carried into the automobile by SIMS ard NYERS, 
LACKEY stated that he is aware that SIMS loads his cwn 
238 caliber revolver ammunition, but has never heard 
trat 2e loads shotgun ammurition or that he has the 
equipment to do this work. 


, 
’ 


. 
* 
“ 
A 


Yao 
ee a 


- 
dew 


LACKEY was asked to comment concerning his 
Swullowing the PENN automobile from Athens, Georgia, to 
the ssene of the shooting. LACKEY stated that as best 
ke co1rld remember the victim automobile was travelling 
at a speed of between 50 to 60 miles per hour from Athens, . 
Georgia, to beyond Hull, Georgia, where fog became rather fe 
heavy 
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“Athens, Ga. 
.8-6-64 


"7, James 8. Lackey, make the following 


‘voluntary statement to Jack B, Simpson and 


Clarence A. Brom whom I know to be Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 


“I am aware that I need not make any 
statement and prior to making one that I can‘sée 
a lawyer. I have been advised of this right by 
both Mr. Simpson and Mr. Brom, 


- “IJ also know anything I say can be used 
against me in court. 


"Tt have not been promised anything and no 
threats have been made me, 


"Ty have stayed with the FBI after making 
a previous signed statement so that I might discuss 
this and other matters in detail, I have remained 
voluntarily and of my own free will. It is my 
desire to clear up all matters in which I may 
have been involved or about which the FBI desires 
to question me, 


"I have read these (2) two pages & there 
true. . /s/ James 8. Lackey 


“Witnesses: Jack B. Simpson, Sp. Agent, mane 
Atlanta, 8-6-64, 


“Clarence A, Brom, Special seit. 
F.B.1., Newark,N. J. 8/6/64" 
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FD-262 (Rev. 1-25-00) ~" FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST@IMTION 


(1) 


The following signed statement was taken from JAMES S. 
LACKEY | after he viewed and identified THOMAS FOLENDORE as being - 
idenvical with the individual .- whom he referred tc as “HORSE Fi". 


“Athens, Ga. . 
August €, 19¢4 


"I, CAMES S. LACKEY, make the following voluntary statemens to 
CLARENCE A. BROM ard JACK B. SIMPSON whom I know tc be Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats have 
teen made or promises’ extended to me tc make thts statement whist 
T have been advised maybe used in court against mé. I haves 

been advised by Agent BROM that I may consult an atScrnsyv refers. 
makirg this statement. 


"The individual who just appeared before m2 ar.d who I hay- near. 
advised is THOMAS FOLENDORE is the same man I havs reiezrr=i te 
as ‘HORSE FLY'. He was present in GUEST's Garage wher SIMS, 
CECII, MYERS and I returned to GUEST's Garage after the shoctvirz 
teyord Colbert, Ga., the early morning of July 11, 156: in wh: 
LEMUEL PENN was killed. FOLENDORE was stzsnding near ths | 

cf the g&Srars as we came in. 


we walked invo the garage FOLENDORE asv+i wus 
«¢ ‘What have you 411 beoy, up to?" 


"HOWARD SIMS tcld FOLENDORE to 'get the hell out 
your own business.' With that FOLENDORE left in hi: 
Ford which was parked almost in the docrway of the 


"T have read this (2) two page statement which 


/s/ JAMES S. 
“witnessed by: 
CLARENCE A. my: em Agent, F.B.I., 
Newark, N.J., 8 
“ACK B. ATE. g “6p Agent, FBI, 
Atciantée, 5-64." 


On B/6/F4 g Athens, Georgia File # AT 157-735 


. SAs CLARENCE A. BROM and | bia 
by _ JACK EB. SIMPSON/ ds Date dictated CLL/" = — 


Thies document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your egency; it end ite contents cre not to be distributed outside aie == 
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The following signed statement was furrished t7 
JAMES S. LACKEY relative to a shooting incident taking 
place in the area of the Broad Acres Housing Project in 
Athens, Georgia, in June, 1964; 
“Athens, Ga, 
August 6, 1964, 


"I, James 8, Lackey, make the following 
voluntary statement to Jack B,. Simpson ard 
Clarence A, Brom whom I know to be Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigatioc, 
No threats have been made or promises extended 
to me to make this statement which I have been 
advised may be used in court against me, I have 
been advised by Agent Brom that I may consult an 
attorney before making this statement, 


A. 


> ; 
ta ~ Vy -} A 
ie " . 
maa se, eet) 4 a ee 


* 


“On a Saturday night, about six or seven 
weeks .ago I was with Denver Phillips, Howard Sins, 
Cecil Myers and Herbert Guest in Phillips 1958 white 
Cadillac after attending a Klan rally at Covington, , 
Gae Phillips was driving, Guest was in the front\. 
passenger seat, Sims in the rear right seat, 
Myers in the rear left while I sat between then, 
While driving along Broad St. in Athens in the area 
of the Broad Acres Housing Project, a negro area, 
some negro hollored at us and we stopped. Guest 
and Sims asked a negro boy on the sidewalk what 
he wanted, He replied,*Nothing, boss mar; nothing, 
boss man, * 
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“We then proceeded on Broad St. and turned 
into Hancock St. when a black 1956 Chevrolet came 
by us and one of the occupants fired a shotgun biast 
at our car, One of the pellets hit me on the lgeitt 
forehead from which I still have a scar. I was the 
only one hit. 
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“Guest told Phillips to follow the car 
and about three or four blocks later both 
Sims and Guest fired shots from their revolvers 
at this car, The car got away and I do not know 
if any one hit it or not. We did not get the license 
number of the car, There were 3 or 4 negroes 
in the car. 


“J did not report the incident to the pceclice 
and as far as I know it was never reported, 


"J have read this (3) three page 
Statement & it is true, . 


"/s/ James 8 Lackey 
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“Witnessed by: 


"Clarence A. Brom, Special Agent, pict Newark, 
Ne Je, 8/6/64, 


A, ee er 


> ae ’ 
e . > * ‘* . * ° > ~ o 
Pc ks: 


“flack B. Simpson, Sp. Agent, FBI, Atlanta, 8~6~64," 
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The following investigation was conducted by 


Special Agents JACK B, SIMPSON and CLARENCE A, BROM on 
August 6, 1964: 


Subsequent to interview at the Post Office Building 
in Athens, Georgia, JAMES S. LACKEY was placed under arrest 


at 6:40 p.m., August 6, 1964, for violation of Sectior 241, 
Title 18, United States Code, 
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LACKEY was fingerprinted and photographed and 
immediately made available for arraignment before United 


States Commissioner GIRAIRD W. HAWKINS at the Post Office 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) Oy) +4)@O) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


~ 


reget referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[-] For your information: 


i) “The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


Y= ASK7IZB- JRF WD: Pus - WF 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXAXX 
DELETED PAGES) 
NO DUPLICATION FEE 
FOR THIS | PAGE 
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. a Land records of Clarke County, Athens, Georgia, 
under deed record number 203, on Page 95, revealed that 
JAKKS H. PANTY], gold to HERBERT GUEST on January 22, -¥n 
ricserts --» Athens, Clarke County, Georgia, on the wes 
side of Eiawasse Avenue, subject to a mortgage held by 
JOYD CAMI-BELL in the amount of $7,450.00, (recorded in 
title record number 176, page 4290) ; said mortgage being 
lage o> ogy to — Loan Company of Athens, Georgicé, 
1963 
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- On July 13, 1864, a surveillance was conducted 
on the home of HERBERT GUEST, 405 Clover Street, Athens, 
Georgia, by SAs AR‘HUR S. HAMILTON and WILLIAM J. WATRY. 


At 8:00 AM, two cars were observed in driveway and 
garage behind the house. The one used by HERBERT GUEST is a 
1960 white over black Cadillac, 1964 Georgia license 
14A-1231, and the one used by BLANCHE GUEST is a 1962 red 


Dodge dark convertible (black top), 1964 Georgia license 
14-5111. 


BLANCHE spent the greater part of the day at 
the GUEST garage, 425 East Hancock Avenue, with a trip 
to National Bank of Athens at 11:04 AM, and a trip home to 
supper at 5:00 PM. She returned to the garage at 5:37 PM 
and was. there as of 8:00 PM when surveillance was discontinued. 
‘ HERBERT GUEST was at the above garage all morning. 
His car was observed at his residence at 4:13 PM and was 
there as of 8:00 PM. 
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ee Athens Pawn Shop, 142 West Clayton, bo 
was interviewed and he furnished the following information: _ 


He knots HERBERT GTEST and HOWARD SIMS and that he 
has scld them many guns in the past. Be keeps all of his 
records in his “Loan Guns Sold Ledger," which reflects guns 
sold from 1962 until the present. 


- His records reflect that on March 6, 1964, he sold 
to HFRBERT GUEST, who listed his residence as 405 Carver Street, 
Athens, three 12-gauge double-barrel shotguns with the follcwing 
serial numbers; 24266, 57015, and 6626. With this purchase GUEST 
bought a .32 caliber pistol, Smith and Wesson, nickel plated 
handle, serial number 234794, and he paid $131.07 in cash for 
the 3 shotguns and the pistol. 
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S evevec ’ | 
“&t his resords reflect that on March 6, 1904, he sold. ¥ bo. 
three doubie-barzei ed 12-g2-2ge shotguns ard one .32 Snith & 
Wessoz ziicxrel-plated pistol to HERBERT GUEST, for the sum of ---- 
rs re serds disclosed the following serial numbers: . 
FE7O1E and 6625. Tnese serial numbers correspond to 
the aloremer.tior.ed ehotguns. ae 


. a. = 


'. ‘Dasang the couree of the ‘rtorvicx, ia rae 
wes shown a photceravh of double-barreled shovguns which | sod 
kere corfie-ated by Olice Departzert, 

on the eveitng of March It, 4 voluntesred that he nae 
tiree of the four weepors erresred t er.tical with the 

Cres sold t7 him to EERBERT GUEST. however, could not: 
be ce=tsin of this eimilarity because e weapor.s shown a 
the picture nad tsr.dergore erprectatle modificetion, namely — 

*he etccrke ard Lasreis nas been cut and shor*ered end.the ee 
sews reflect pereczal Creigns. Ir spite of the modificati 

felt be would be eaetle to idertity the weépors he bela 

vO | = 2f ke kad the orvortunity tec physically eee them, ~~ 
Ks fartt er edvired thet. his rescrds sellectng all his buseliress 
‘trancestiozns are avaclatle to the FHI. ae. 
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pro- 5 
perty at 161 Hiawasse Street is the name of HERBERT ) be 
GUEST, hcwever, HERBERT’s brother, PLUMER GUEST, JR., has 

lived in the home for the last six months and pays the =. 
monthly mortgage payment. He stated that PLUMER — 
works as a truck driver at the E and E Distributing . 
— on Oneida Street, 


“, >” 


He stated that another neotiiar, HARWELL GUEST, 
owns and rune a garage known as the G and H Garage, lo- =. 
cated at 1088 West Broad Street, Athens, Georgia. HARWELL - 
resides at 263 Barrow Street, Athens, Georgia. Another . $5 
. brother, GEORGE GUEST, is also a mechanic and is employed 
.fomewhere in Athens and resides on State Street in Atbens. Nis 
Ee further stated that a sister of HERBERT GUEST's named | os, ae es Sm 


* ~~ 


WERTRUDE FRANKLIN, who is a widow, owns and operates a es = 
truck stop on Route 78 in Crawford, Georgia. == ° ; oe 


> - 


——— that he knows of no Klan or 
other illeg vity on the part. of HERBERT GUEST, but © ie | 
knows him as a disreputable person and a bad credit risk. — 
He stated ttat as far as he knows, GUEST's hers and 7 
his sister are people of good reputation. ead 
went on to say that he believes GUEST's father, Wii ae 
GUEST, SR., is still alive and resides somewhere in Atlanta, 
Georgia, He further believes that his mother, GENNIE, who - 


has been separated from PLUMER GUEST, SR., for many —_e ee, 
is living somewhere in Athens. — £0 86) 
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pees ol @ stated that he has known EERBERT GUEST ali of. 


sie but knows of no Klan or other illegal activity on the 


J SB 
statec 3 3 @ware o € ce that 
=*-ry pecple harg T's garage, and GUEST does not do & 


erea@s Cceal of rect ranical work. However, in all the years he “ge 
on oy local police force, a saw nothing of an illegal nature - 
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atvised ian 

that she ard her patenzs have lived at the above address for cne 

ana one-half yeerze. She said that HERBERT and BLANCHE GUEST reside .- 

et 405 Clover with ANDREW PEARSON, age 16, who is a son of BIANCHE's : 

by & prior marriage. - She stated that she. has no knowledge of = | 

astivity of REREERT GUEST; however, about six weeks before, she sev | 

him get out of his car carrying a pisto: in his hand and enter his. b7.. 

house. She further staved thas a nephew of BLANCHE's ty the name 

ct DOUGLAS HILL, who is 18 years of age, stayed at the GUEST resi- -- 

penyts for about a week and the last time she saw him was Fricay <--: 
vernoon, July 1C, 1964. She stated that he drove a 1953 or 1954 = 

caewratet with a white top,-black body, with some white in it. =: -.= 

She stated that she erved too many visitors at the GUEST, 

home; however, one a mechanic — is — nls 
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=n sdvige nat she could furnish ro information concerning . 
RSERT CVEST; however, she did see him ieaving his car betwesn 


5:30 P. M. anc 6:00 P. M. on Sunday, July 12, 1964, with a his 


trapped tc his hip and a “long gun with a smal} handle” in his 
rigs.s hand, 
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Clarke County Patrolran WD sresiaing ° 


ns, Georgia, recalled he and his partrer, 
man ,» were returning from investigatirg a 
complaint at approximately 2:00 a.m. - 2:05 a.m., on the 


morning of July 11, 1964, when they observed what appeared to 

be a 1960 white Ford Station wagon traveling ir a northerly } 
direction on Pulaski Street, Athens, Georgia, tetween Hancock 2 
Street andi th= intereection of Pulaski-Dougherty Street az3 

Price Street. The white station wagon came to a halt at the 

stop light at the intersection and the county pciice car 


, -occupied ty Patrolman QR the driver, and Patrols 
a. £ in the right front seat, pulled up alongside *h 


wilte station wagon. 


commented co concerning the 
, question of what the occupants of the white stationvwgon 
were up to at this time of tke morning, ard replied 
after observing the individual in the back seat, “Weil, you Sie: 
see who it is, don't you? It's HERBERT GUEST," 
advised that the driver cf the station wagcn looked airectiy 
at the patrol car; however, GUEST turned his head aside 
and leaned back, indicating an attempt to avoic recognition 
by the patrolmer. 


The white station wagon tren turned right in an 


easterly direction on Dovgherty Street, whilethe patr«!i car 
turned left in a westerly direction on Price Street. 


Patrolman — recalled reaching his home in 
Athens, Georgia, at 2: a.m., when he went off duty. b2,_ 


Athens, Georgia File # AT 157-788 
O27cC 


Dote dictated TZ 15/64 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It te the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
yeur egeacy; it end ite contents cre aot to be distributed outside , ing ayaa 


: # wn SF ore ir - s Ors - 
& Ses Seen a3 Te Se Ree Seem oats ors Sanaa eee 
~ , , wy a RAN % 5 OT ee plant . FEE EE ites. 


- 


bet 
6 = 


z€ 9829 (Rew. 3-2§-44) 


( EDERAL BUREA'. OF INVES 


a stated that he knows HERBERT GUEST to be 
a memter of: tre Ku Klux Kian (KKK) and a2 bootisprer seliirs lo 
hoth bonded wttskey uleve aio & 

. Re starved that he b20 
rch fee. wicu,-hine whiskey there . ad seen told thas 
momashine Was solid out of the garage. He stated that on 
occasion when CUEST was rot at the zarage. peornle would 
com= there S2*K Ne whiskey, howeve”, ne, refused 
have énytning *o Gado with it. 


Stated trat he dia sot xros how GUEST 
revier:ishes his surply cf whiskey ¢.35 it csemed fo come -<: 
in the early hours on Tassday or T.rrscay. He 2180 started 
that ebout evevy third or fourth Sucdey, GUEST would zo 
eromewr.ere with a large amount of cash, but he did rot Ki:ow 
what these tr'ps were for. He stated tht he recalled 
GUEST wen*S to Florida ox.e time, ard on a couple of ocsaéstors 
went to the Carolinas. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Sis ARTHUR J. HAMILTON and WILLIAM J. WATRY in the 


neighbor'.s:d of the residence of HERBERT GUEST at 405 
Clover Street, Athens, Georgia: 


‘ol Lor a period of ten years, but has not 
been friendly with him, and has no knowledge of any 
Klan or illegal activity on his part. 


» ad- 
3.38 that sane nas lived in the neighborhood for about } 
* year end hes never met HERBERT GUEST, and has met i 
Mrs. GUEST on but one occasion. She stated that she 
could furnish no information concerning either of these 
individuals. 


ee advised that she has 
been a m-igfnoor of the G s for a period of seven 


years. She stated she knows of no Klan or any other b 
illegal activity on the part of HERBERT GUEST. She iB 
further stated that she has never seen him in posses- 

sion of any weapon and has never seen any visitors in 

his home that she can recall. She stated that she has 

not seen him in several weeks, as she has been recupera- 

ting from an operation. 


Ee 
vised that he has known HERBERT GUEST for a period of 


seven years, but has no knowledge of Klan or illegal 

activity on GUEST's part. He stated that he is an at- L, 
tendant at the East Athens Sinclair Station, 1270 2c 
Oconee Avenue, Athens, Georgia, and has had occasion 

to call GUEST to d ork for tourists whose cars have 

broken down. WE: «2 << that he does not like 

GUEST as a person, and feels that in his business 

dealings he does low-quality work at prices that are 

too high, and feels that GUEST is generally out to cheat 

artyone that he can. He stated that he has never seen 


GUEST in possession of a gun and has not noticed any 
unusual activity around his residence, 
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SN — g investigation was conducted by SAs 
and Qi 


The following information was obtained from the 9 
Athens Telephone Directory, 1962, and the Credit Bureau of — 
Athens on July 16, 1964, and personal observation of 

residences on July 17, 1964: 


eee surety for HERBERT GUEST on Pistol 
Toter'’s Bond. | | | 


Residence 


Telephone 
Employment 


' Date of birth bo. 
Marital Status 
Credit reputation 


Automobiles 


Resides in a neat brick house and apparently enjoys 
a good reputation in the community. 


Records, Athens City Court and Clarke Coury 
Superior Court, as furnished by Clerk of Court Bie ow 
on July 16, 1964, were checked back to 1940 and were negativ 


concerning above surety. 
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Dete Dw7 1é. 1924 


Ws tated that he worked for HERBERT 


GUEST for approximately two years as a mesh2nic 


He stated tn aaAare OL UUBo.'S &: at. 
with the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) until after he had terminated > 
his employment with GUEST. 


He stated that he remembers that GUEST had 7 
konded liquor in pint bottles.arourd the garage end presumes 
that GUEST solid it to people. He ‘stated that he had no 
{4*. of GUEST's supply. 


WD sre that as .far as he kroys 
wae: Negro working ‘for eneme ""Biee 
of Bogart, Georgia. dessritea 
eavy drirker ar ividue.: who <s corstantly 
getting into fights. Se to people ros to me:s 
with kim becezse “his toss” would get them, referrir. 
to GUEST's KKK affiliation. 
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CE > stated that earlier in the 
week he ha een visited by an unknown Negro, who was bo 
This Negro told — 
told the Negro to tell 


:would probably have vistors, 
s. not to tell them anything. 


b caaamllll stated that he would: make every effort L 
to identi egro and in turn identify the white man 7a 
and made the Negro available for interview by the FBI. 
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Athens, Ge-vreia. 
advised that abcus three weeks ago. i acini 


5id him to «* b 
were going tc zet him bec:.::5« 7 
the Sims Static:, which is 4¢22::> 
the street, did not like s ated he bel:eres 
*tis shop is under the : / ner cf whic:: is 
alieredly a "Ku Kluxer" > is did not -‘4re 
to him as a threat to but as a frie aly warniuy 
(‘23S white t:2an t>2 tip off. He stat ‘d that: he ¢. 
the same day a e heard it and * =re was 719 “65: :. 
ae I in cosnection with it. 


WD stated tha ED cane 2 bamon dusir 1¢. 
who the white man was at gave the werning tu -: 


told him as above. 
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reinterviewed at his place 
- sof business, Athens, $2 


Georgia. 7 


——ES—t that he had identified the 
Negro :9 -reviously had passed on a warning to him from a 
white man to the effect the FBI. He } 
identified this Negro a He stated that Pe 
ae: no longer employed at e omas Transfer Company 

an 


nat h ot know where he resided or hung out. He 
deecribed as an alcoholic. | 


a stated that he did not speak to Lb aati 
Wan <ce: ng the identity of the white man. P Cini. 
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On July 18, 1964, SAs ARTHUR S. HAMILTON and WILLIAM 
J. WATRY personally checked all four tires on the automobile 
belonging to BLANCHE GUEST while it was parked on a city eas 
in Athens, Georgia. The car is a 1962 red Dodge Dart bearinr 
1964 Georgia license 14-5111. It was noted at the time of 
this inspection that all four tires are Atlas plycron tires with 
narrow white walls on the outside and they are four-ply tires. 
None of the tires are recaps and none are similar to the tires bei~- 
sought on the possible getaway car in this matter. 
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On 7/18/64 _ __ Athens, Georgia File #__AT 157-788 _ 
SAs WILLIAM J. WATRY and 


4 __ ARTHUR 8. HAMILTON/czh __Dote dicteted ‘7/21/64 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your egency; it end ite contents cre not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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1p or se ec 
13& Cleveland Avenue, ; a, furnished the following 


information: 


She advised that about 6:30 a.m. on Saturday morning, 
July 18, 1964, she stopped at the Magnolia Station located et. 
Hancock and Thomas Streets, Athens, Georgia in order to purchase 
gas for her car. She advised that during the time which she 
was in the station HERBERT GUEST, owner of Guest's Garage, which 
is located immediately behind the Mdgnolia Station, drove into 
the Magnolia Station in a late model red convertible.. She 
stated that she is not familiar with the exact year nor make 
of the vehicle. She noted that GUEST was coming north up Thomas 
Street at the time he pulled in the station. 


She advised that after GUEST had gas put in this 
_. car he then drove the car around the station to his garage and 
. four men climbed into this car whereupon GUEST then drove in 
a southerly direction heading down Thomas Street. She stated 
that she did not recognize any of these individuals due to the 
fact that this transpired at some distance from her. She 
stated that theyall appeared to be neatly dressed in sport 
shirts and trousers. h 
Fh 
was waited on at the Magnolic 
Station by the at . She stated that she is 
acquairt ed wit S dated him on several occasions. 
She noted that might possibly recall the above incident 
and be able to nish more specific details as to the events 
and identities of individuals involved. 
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SAs and Pe 
v A Date dictated Th 20/ 6h 


Thie document containe neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your egency; i end its contents cre not to be distributed outside yuur agency. 
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Dete July 21, 1964 
1 ) : 


wer On Jul: was interviewed 
at his home at edvised that the . 
waite over medium green IS Plymou station Wagon which a 

has -been seen in the vicinity of HERBERT GUEST's garage at 42> 
East Hancock Avenue, Athens, and which bears 1964 Georgia L 
license 143-39C5 belongs to a white mechanic who_has been Fo 
working on.a part time basis for HERBERT GUEST. = 
statsd this mechanic usually works week. ends and some 

Fridays but is not at the garage during week days. 


Real advised that he 
raised in e vic ty where he now lives az 


He ussi to live across the street from his prereny me 
he married the girl living in the house he lives in now. Hé= 
hes five children by this marriage. He owns approximately 10 
acres cf land here and he rents about half of it out to a 
reighboring white farmer who has planted some cotton on it. 
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_ SAs WILLIAM J. WATRY ard — 
by _ARTHUR S. HAMILTON Aczh: Dete dicteted __7/2)/64 _ 


This document conte ins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your egency; it end ite contents cre not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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ad ocak Act, GA hain ee™ 9th’ 
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ing the ircidest in which a prewler was 7 
reposted 4n aie visircity cf LACKEY's residence on First b>: 2%, 
Street, can idesti fy the following fersozs from — “<— 
* Ear ¢ be teoerssks skewn as being in the white 


Stati mage n &% the residense of JAMES LACKEY: SIMS, 
GUEST urd CECI MYERS, . 
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stated that earlier in the evening on 


Ms CuSMSLOL, 2¢ WAS Possible that HAMPTON TURNER msy have ‘Be 
heap w..th this group. 


ee ts ted that when HERBEE st is * . og , ae 
fr: = BE UOTE » sv 48 CaSily detestable and he, dcoss b> 
not be fers REREERT is presently "s.sre a: 5 ene w 


indicated that GUEST keaps weapens at 
ths gavage sri particularly & shotgun with fansy etch nes ~ : 
ch he hangs on tre wall cver his ctf 
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A ATHENS, GEORGIA . = Oem. 
»s.20. 27 
Ivey, inc., Fest Hancock Avenue, Athens, Georgia, re 


advised that his records reflect the following motor vehicle ~: * 
purchases from the Ivey agency: 


HERBERT GUEST, 425 East Hancock Avenue, Athens, 
seorgia, purchased a 1962 Dodge D600, 175-inch wheel base 
twc-ton truck, serial number 1681-231641. ‘This purchase was 
made cn September 27, 1962, for a total of $5,320.77, —s 
tax, less a $1,500 trade-in on a 1951 Dodge tvo-ton truck, 
leaving & net of $3,820.77. 


Rey 


Cu. ’ #5” vta . 
* Sa) RT CeAbavs’? 


a= 


J: 
aa 
-s.. 

. 
3° -9 
<2 

x + 
¥- 


PDT PD i 
, ter tS - 


: ,” LOiae i ‘ise /& 


rT Ya. ts Mie, 
i ty " ‘ ‘ *»* , "se 
’ yt): fe el eva’ 


* Fs 
v ep nee 


ETT ae ¢ ° > 3° a en ‘ne -t. ot , > eye! is-% e ‘oe x He sire eS 


~ 


4 —— BLANCHE GUEST, 405 Clover Street, Athens, Georgia, . 
purchased a 1962 Dodge 44u, 8-cylinder, Dart convertible, aie peal 
serial number 5522-124653. This car tas purchased on June 12, 

1963, for $3,342.85, including tax, less a $1,700 trade-in «= - 
cn a 1959 Dodge Royal, leaving a net of $1,642.85. 


HE2SE2t GUEST, 405 Clover Street, Athens, Georgia, 
purchased a 19€1 Dodge half-ton pickup truck, serial number £ 
1281-147449. This truck was purcha on January 1, 1963, } . 
for $1,200 with no trade-in. nt was advised that in O2¢— 
addition to the above truck, was apparently also the mes 
cwner of another Todge half-ton pickup truck and a 1960 Cadillac. |. 


-:.:.: that he knows that GUEST drives 3 
-1960 Cadillac, but that it was not purchased at the Ive 
and he had no idea where it had been purchased. oe be a 
stated that the other truck also was not purchase 
vey, and it was his understanding that GUEST had salvaged 
this truck from a wreck and een it from individuals 
unkrnogn to hin. 
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The Identification Division of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, under date of July 24, 1964, furnished the Ow 
FBI Identification Record for HERBERT GUEST, FBI No. 


FBI N 


Contributor of Name and Number Arvested or 


Charge Disposition -. 
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advised he ntinhne the insta on 
Company #1 Stettor. at 412 North Thomas Street, Athens, on a: 
comission basis, He works the day shift and rays an  ~- 
individual, nazed who works the night shift. ene. 
He descrited S§ an iniividsal whor he trusts 
comletely ana stated that if (/—M—MBwere not trustworthy. . 


22: not have him working alone or. the night shift ae 


at this station. | Shas np ’ «foes 


o t 2. 
* . ° . . . a _— 
— . ‘ . . * : + *-* *s4 a. = ©, 
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2 60: CT sin ., <VEip eaten, . 
° 3 . 


stated that MBM was sione at thts 
- station as operator from midnight, July 10, 19M, to 6: 230 
*a.m., July 11, 1964. 3 


ae stated that he has no suancett in ‘ate aes 
matter, ar:d he has heard mention ncthing concerr.ing . la. og 


eny suspects <n this matter. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-88-40) 


of his iase ar:terview, he was living a 
he moved back to his former ee at because of 
‘ the er Tente ‘nn Te a boon 


Wita reference to a detailed account of his observations 
of HERBERT GUEST on the morning @ July 11, 1954, 
lied that at aLout 2:00 a.m., on July 11, 19 
. aa working as night attendant, alone, at the Magnolia 
vice Station, Easv-Hancock Ave-ue and Thomas Street, - b 
Athens, a white 1960 Oldsmobile towing ar.expty boat tratiler 2 
came to the Guest Garage which is edjacent to the Magnolia 2 
Station. The Oldsmotile was parkei just west of the ertrance 
> to the Gies Garage on the north side of East Hancock Avenue => 
- in.a position where it was entireiy visible to na 
wile he «corked or the ~y statioz: platform and Bav.ik irom of 
the Guest station offic eo | 
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KERGERT GUEST and the driver of the Oldsmobile — 
periodically worked on. tne trailer lights on the Oldsmobile 
for at least several hours. At dust about daybreak, the | 
Oldsmobile with the empt ~atler attached pulled ozto the 
gas station slavrorm ar.i sexviced the car for the b 
owner. recalled f is was a cash purchase. . D7/c 


with reference ———— description of *asybreak, * | 
he stated thet it was av the @.ol morzing when the.lccal .. 
Cars passing ty wowld have their lights off and the cars that. 
were traveE nz through on the higtiway would still have a ig ae 
iicits on. ~ 5s iebiahie FS age 2. - a 
° 3 : : a 3 ee mee. Fe | 


| Daring the course of the above ob »servations, P 
eal imliceted that he was periodically busy at the gas 
vation ard it would have been pcsssible for HERBERT GUEST to 
have left the Gres Garage for as Ban + as 30 to. 60. minstes - 
a tneet eet O'S See gas RE 
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= 157-788 


interviewed regarding the above observations on July 12, 
1964, by Sheriff TOMMY HUFF and SA WILLIAM J. WATRY. 


| a stated that he did mi know exact_y 
“what time i? was wnien.he last saw GJESS on the 
moxding of July 11, 19€4. 
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—_ called thay the individusi who was 
Griving the arove Olasmtile was a white maié cricm, 


* ft. 1 in. tall, atout 40 s of age, 130 lbs., wearics 
rast pants ac.d tee shires. 48 r3o0 “orvain bow 
contsrring the lé- this car.a:zd iv erald huve keen 


a Florida tag. ~ecalls seeing this individual ax7 
Oldamor ile at us wusse Garage cn previous crcasions bus 
re has nev-=r vefore pus gas in this car. 


bc urac HE Thay iv mighthave seen GUEST 's JS 2 
own boat traitce.tiat was being kcokei up t> the Oldsmcbils Ww 


on She mozrming «f July 11, 19C4, ar:i that GvuEST should k--% 
wie identisy «f wns OlLismobile drive>. 
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AT 157-783 
(2) 
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at this time discussed tr< PENN murder ani 
he svatec that hs does not believe HERBERT GUEST wouid ad [bear 
kill a Negro and in his opinion, the PENN murde«: was a any ye 
killizg. He said that GUEST would knock a Neer 
shoot at him with the intent to frighten or wow.d hie, put wouls nou 
delitbsravely kill cne. He recalled abcut four years azo a 
Negro driving ac ausvomebile ran irto GUEST who was driving his car 
at she corner of Hoyt and Ccllege Averues. Tnis Negro allszeily 
began cussing HERBERT GUEST at which time HERSERT GUEST tock =z 
pistcl from the seat of his car and shot the Negro in the lez. 
The Negro allcgedly fied the scene and apparentiy there wsre2 no 
witnesses to ths shooting because, as to his knowledge, it was: 
not ~=ported to the police and there was no police investigaticn. 
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| bo 


520 


WS ...: that he knows of a CECIL MYERS who O% 
preceeded him at gicthorpe High School but he does not know if 
this individual is identical with the CECIL MYERS presently 


associating with HERBERT GUEST. He said that h2 knows DENVER 
PHILLIPS as a mechanic and knows noth cof his background. 


620 
He stated that he knows HOWARD SIMS and knows 
him to be a Klan member and an officer of the Kian. but knows 
or pier of him beyond this. 


He stated that he also knows HAMI TON TURNER 3s 
Klan membd2r but knows nothing concerning him b=yonda thas. 


ae 220 that he does not know FOLENDORE, 
LACKEY or ST ° 
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Dete JULY 23, 19:4 


a was contacted at 
and at this time 


also know 
partment 
was not identical w 


a 


stated that he stopped by the GUEST Garage 


on the nizht o however, HERBERT GUEST was nowhere 
around. 
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2 On July 29, 1964, HERBERT GUEST was approache3 at 
his residence .by SAs ARTHUR S. HAMILTON-and WILLIAM J. WATRY, 
and he agreed to accompany these agents to the Athens 
Resident Agency of the Federal Bureau of aera ion, for 
interview: 


With reference to his activities on the night of 
July 10, 1964, and the morning of July 11, 1964, HERBERT GUEST 
advised that he went to work at his garage at yds, East . | 
Hancock Avenue, Athens, at about 4:00 p.m., July 10, 1964. 
He was in and out of the garage on numerous occasions through- 
out the evening with a service truck. Sometimes he dreve it 
. himself and sometimes DENVER PHILLIPS, his white night-shift 
mechanic, drove it. i 


GUEST recalled that at approx -O5 or 
4: 310 a.m., an individual whom he knows as of 
Route 4, Creekview Drive, Lawrenceville, Georgia, came into the 


garage with a white .1960 > with South Carolina b> 
| 


dealer plates. GUEST knows to operate a tractor an? 
trailer unit and also to deg@i:.-in wrecked cars and auto parts. 
QJ EST has done work a car in the past. 


for boat trailer. GUEST said that ad 

left Oat trailer at Guest's Garage at an earlie’ date and 
had arrived on this occasion to pick it up. It did not have a 
boat on it. 


WE. «<1 alone in the Oldsmobile and GUEST 
proceeded to work on the trailer hitch and —_— lights 


Subsequent to the arrival of GUEST spent 
approximately 30 minite on the trailer hitch. ard 
trailer lights and then drove the Oldsmobile with tl bo 
empty boat trailer attached onto the ramp of the Mesew-)*- - 
Gas Station which is adjacent to Guest's Garage. ae 
$5 or $6 for Oline purchase and while the car was being 
serviced, and HERBERT GUEST stood near the gés r 


station's ee machine and each had a cup of coffee from the 
machine. tee finished their coffee at about 4:50 a.m., and 
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then drove off, without indicating to HERBERT GUEST b2_ 
where he was gaing. a 


GUEST then went back to the front of his garage 
where HOWARD SIMS, CECIL MYERS and JAMES LACKEY were hangirg 
around. SIMS, .MYERS and LACKEY got into HERBERT GUEST's 
Cadillac with GUEST. driving, and the: four of them went to 
the Open House Restaurant, where, at 5:00 a.m., HERBER™ 
GUEST had breakfast with the other individuals. . They all 
retumed in HERBERT GUEST's car a 5:30 a.m. to Guest 's 
Garage. 


HERBERT GUEST stated that earlier during the nicht 
, around midnight, an unidentified white male had been with 
MYERS, SIMS and LACKEY at the garage and at thet time they 
swent with HERBERT GUEST to the Open House Restaurant for 
coffee, and constituted five ir number. GUEST stated that 
he does notknow the identity:of the fifth white male, but 
believes SIMS, MYERS or LACKEY should know him. GUESI svat:i 
he made no other -trips to the Open House Restaurant cn this 
night. He added further that DENVER PHILLIPS did rot go 
with him to the Open House on either trip due to the fact 
that PHILLIPS had arrived at work sick on the evening of July 
10, 1964, and at the suggestion of HERBERT GUEST, PHILLIPS 
had spent the entire night sleeping in the seat.of a.13557 
Buick in the garage, which is not in running conditim. 
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After finishing breakfast at the Open House F-:- 
taurant, at 5:30 a.m., July 11, 1964, HERBERT GUEST t<-sox 
SIMS, CECIL MYERS and JAMES LACKEY back to the Gued Garage. 
where SIMS, MYERS and LACKEY then departed. GUEST knows 
that SIMS' car and MYERS‘. car were at the garage but he 
does not kmow in whose car they all departed or if they all 
departed separately. 


GUEST was then alone at the garage with DENVER 
PHILLIES, who.was still sleeping in the 1957 But k, a whit«s 
male. mechanic named CLAUDE BENNETT, who has a. crippled leg 
and* who works at the garage. on the "night shift. Until 
recently, BENNETT was a part-time week end employee but he---. 
has been working.full time recently. 
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With reference to the shcoting of LEMUEL FENN, GUES™7 
stated that he knows nothing about the shooting except what 
he has heard talk about. He stated he can neither read nor 
write so he has read nothing about it. He has no suspects 
in the-matter, and he specifically denied shooting LEMUEL 
PENN himself. GUEST stated he does not believe that SIMS , 
CECIL MYERS or JAMES LACKEY were involved in the shooting c= 
LEMUEL FENN. 


GUEST recalled that at 4:0C 


called him on the telephone. was inoduring 
Ol HERBERT concerning a repair job she needed on ot a and 


e was talking to her on the telerhone at the time 
from Lawrenceville drove into the parage. GUESS: 
stave 


that he. made arrangements co AD bring her car 
in later in the day on July 11, 1964, and.at thet tims, a 
wheel bearing was replaced in her car. 


GUEST stated he has no suspects in this metter sri 
if he did have any information conce-ning the shosting, i: 
would giadly relate it. 


GUEST admitted having six shotguns, three of which 
are located in his shop and three of which are located in 
his house. Three of these six shotguns are of the sawei--cft 
type with pistol grips attached. 


GUEST stated he was born July 31, 1927, at Hart : 
County, -Georgia. He comes from a family which consiste2 of 
ten boys and four girls, only six of which are still 
living in the Athens area. These include a sister namedi 
BETTY FARMER, who lives south of Lexington, Georgia, in 
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Oglethorpe County, and a sister named PHYLLIS WILLIAMS, who 
lives at an unknown Hancock Strect address in Athens. 

His brothers, PLUMER GUEST, Jr., GEQRGE GUEST, ard HARWEIL 
GUEST, all reside in Athens. . His aunt, TRUDY FRANKLIN, .. 
operates Trudy's Truck Stop south of Crawford, Georgia. 
GUEST advised he has cre child, a stepson, ramsdi 
ANDREW PEARSON, age 16. He stated he has no military 
service due to his lack of education and a severely burned 
right leg. a eal? 2? ~ Cah DiC 
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HERBERT GUEST voluntarily surrendered the S01 16NIng- 
described shotguns for examination: 


(1) Browning Automatic "Sweet 16", 16-gauge, single-barrelsd 
Serial Number 64706. 


Fabique Nationale B'Armes DeGuerre Herstal Belgique, 


16-gauge, single-barreled, Serial Number 34767 (nct in 
working condition). 


New Ithica, l2-gauge, double-barreled, sawed-off with 
pistol-type grip, Serial Number 24266. 


Remington, 12-gauge, double-barreled, sasied-off w iti. 
pistol-type grip, Serial Number 57015. 


Parker Bros.,16-gauge, double-barreled, Serial 
Number 51818. 


Tne first three shotguns were cbtained from 4 gun 
cabinet located in the dining room of GUEST's residence at 405 Clcv:: 
Street, Athers, Georgia, ard the last two guns were obtvéined from. 
the office i:: his garage located at 42% East Hanco:zik Avenue, Atienis 


GUEST stated that he was retaining one 16-géeuzse, 
double-barreled snotgun in his office for protecticn and would 
voluntarily give this to the FBI upon weturn cf the above-descrited 
weapons. The weapon retained was also sawed-off and had a pistoi- 
type grip. 
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UNiNOWN SUBJECTS; sae SOel149 FE 
LT. COLONEL LAUEL A, PENN (SECEASH) ; 
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SBI, Atianta 


= percimens received 7. “. 1-34 


se Itnaca Gun Conpanr wourieebisre. Shot pun, 
WO, 24206, with sawea-oilf barrels 
TAS Srownin> PUES Sse SNCSCTUR, O5252: °: 
se teminston ast:s Company udu. ..cerazie 
serial ic. e@tls, with sawed-osf barrels 
16 gauge Parker Brothers dcubleeLarrel si:svcw: 
versal No. 31h1°5 
16 sause Brownins autenati 
psial tte. C706 
-tGVens ..3°.i: 
Sun, MOF ala 
io fauUge ic 
Sact 
wh CRGStor sUpG. wsetOu ..... 
LOfses T2th ;: £; 6 Aan, Sc0d8? e 
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Tae shotzuns Listed asove wore tcs. i..°Ga <2.= <..¢ 
~lwratery enc test skel.¢ ottaine. bes. aris GC. Valse 
fox; future comparison purposes. 


Ti:e sSeziai mwbers of tine aboveeii.tce. shot uns 
weee scarckec Carough che Nationazs stolen “roperty inie:: 
but no recora of the ioss o- theft of ¢.ns bearing tacsc 


s@ria2al nwabers wes Jistec. 


The thicl: paper wacs and the cver-. owder wads 
‘oan 12 gauze shotzun shells Lilsc !:12 t)-ouzk E15 are lie 
those removed irom the body of enn anc like those irom tne 
suitcase tiat was in the Lackseat of tl: car driven b: - 
Penn when he was shot. lIijovever, the W:. chester Eark ¥ ° 
shotshells, K12 and Kl, have but one «.ick paper wad 
whereas two such wads were removed fra the body of Penn 
and from the suitcase referred to, Fu her, the shot - 
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in £12 and £13 is heavier than that refered from the 
body of renn. This, therefore, would suggest the 
maununition used in the shooting of Penn was not identical 
to that represented by Kk1l2 and K13,. The shotshells, 

M1ld ana Hilo are climinated as to type since they are 


loaded with No. G shot. 


~ The 32 gauge [Ithaca shotgun, kl, has both barrels 
sawed-off and is equipped with a pistol grip. The 
barrels seasure 18 1/8" in length but the overall lenzth 
is 25 5 4°. This gun, therefore, falls within the 
purvier o- the Nationai Firearms Act. 


The 12 gauge Remington shotgun, KS, has both barrels 
sawed-oif and is equipped with a pistol grip. .The barrels 
measure le 1/5" in length and the overall length is 
26+", This zun could fall within the purview of the 
National Firearms Act under certain circumstances. 


The evidence listed above was returned persona.iy 
to Special Agent Charles Ferguson on August l, 196+. 


None of the wads recovered are like those in t*:c 
15-gauge- shotshellis, k7 through EFll. 
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| On July 30, 1964, HERBERT GUEST was observed standing 
with a group of other individuals outside the Klavern Headquarters 
in Athens. He agreed to talk to the interviewing Agents. He. 
stated he has been getting inquiries from friends and associates 
concerning the investigation being conducted on him and he has 
found some of the inquiries rather embarassing. He advised that 
he is not particularly blaming the FBI for this situation. 


HERBERT GUEST stated that there is going to be a 
public Klan rally off the Crawford Road at White's Grocery 
south of Athens at 8 p.m., Saturday, August 1, 1964, and he 
invited the interviewing Agents to attend. HERBERT offered 
to provide Kian garments for this affair. “i iui 

HERBERT stated that his regular attorney, JAMES HUDSON. 
is out of town and he intends to contact HUDSON when he returrs 
to Athens on Monday, August 3, 1964. At that time he hepes 

. to get HUDSON's advice concerning the feasibility of HERBERT 
. GUEST submitting to further interview in the Athens office of 
the FBI. * 


He again denied that he had anything to do with the 
killing of Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN and would be willing to 
submit to further interview concerning same providing nis 
attorney says it is all right for him to do so. 
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-- With reference to the type of tires which are on 
particular. cars which might be involved in this. matter, the 
tires q@the 1960 Cadillac of HERBERT GUEST,which bears 
1964 Georgia license 14 A 1232, were physically observed by 
SAs ARTHUR S. HAMILTON and WILLIAM J. WATRY on July 29, 1964, 


at the. home of. HERBERT GUEST,.405 Clover.Street, Athens, with 


his permission. . It was observed that~the left frm t tire is 
an 8.20 x 15 Allstate tire. The left rear tire is a B.F. 
wih A o/h Silvertown tire, size 8.20 x 15. The right front, 


, the right rear, and the spare tires, are all Gulf Oil Company 
-Crown- tires, recaps, size 8.20 x 15. It was noted that all 


five tires are badly worn and none of the recaps have tread 
patterns similar in any manner to the type of recap patter 
being sought inthis matter. 
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- es 57 — 
Athens, Georgia, was contacted at her place of employmant, 
Chicopee Manufacturing, Inc., Athens Division, Athens. 

Georgia, concerning har activities during the morning hours 


of — 11, 1964, and she furnished the following infcrmation: 


b 7 


She stated that she works from 4:00 p.m, to. 12:00 
ght am she was so employed on July 10 - July 11, 196+. 


hemmed stated that she is unable to recail “ 
for sure, but to best of her knowledge, she arrivéei home bo 
around 12:15 to 12:30 a.m., July 11, 1964. She recalled tim cq 
about 2:30 a.m., July 11, 1964, she made a telephcne ¢=11 

to Guest's Garage and talked with DENVER PHILLIPS, weem she 

knows to be a mechanic at the garage, and asked him if FHILLIFS 
could fix her car, whichis a 1958 Dodge four-door, cream . 
colored, because it had a grinding noise in tre front. she 
stated that she immediately drove to Guest's Garage where she 
picked up DENVER PHILLIPS and they tcok the car for 4 ; 

drive on Commerce Road. 


She stated that they returned to the garage ari 
PHILLIPS repaired the right front wheel bearing of hs~ car. 


she stated that she waitec around the garage while 


: PHILLIPS made the repair. She said thd she left the garage 


and. arrived home at about 3:30-to 3:40 a.m., on july 11. 196. 


| CP =< 211-3 that while waiting for rs: 
to be repaire had coffee as ins 
Magnolia Service Station next to Guest's Garage. She alse ie 
recalled that during the time she was 4t Guest's Garage, 


having her car repaired, she observed HERBERT GUEST and 
HOWARD SIMS standing outside the garage talking to.a man 


sitting in what she believed to be a white model Falcon 


station wagon, whose first nam she believed to be "CECIL," 


She said that during this time HERBERT GUEST was weaving. a 
side arm. 


+. 
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Sa 2: stated that she is unable %a 
recall for certa f the above happenings were on 

July 11 or July 12, 1964, but is of the opinion that i+ 
was July 11, 1964, because she can recall having received 


¥ vs — mother informing her that her sister, 
was in the hospital at Anderson, 
South Carolina, and the doctors were unable to determins 
her trouble. She further stated ¢ her mother informed 
her that another ict, aa who lives in 
Ande n th Carolina, ise her, 


O° condition. — said thay sre was of 
the opinion that she may be required to make a trip t- 


Anderscn, South Carolina, to visit her sister, and she 
' wanted to have her car repaired as soon as possible s0 that 
“ she would be able to make the trip. 


3 stated that she had purchased her car 
from at the Dojep Garage in Athens, Georgia. 
She sté t she has a 50-50 service repair warrar>%, 


and she gave him the billing that was issued to her ty 
DENVER PHILLIPS at Guest's Garage for the repair of tne 
front wheel.bearing. She further stated that this ticke* 
should be dated the day the repair work was done. 


CD «rire advised she had a starter 
switch replaced on her automobile at the Gues arare one 
day last week 
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EE 201150: thet she first learned cf 
the kili re) - Col. LEMUEL A. PENN approximately two : 
days after the muirder. She stated the delay in learmine b .. 


the news of the killing was due to the fact that her car 
radio and the radio in her home are not in running ccnrdi- 
tion. 


GED 20v: 503 she could furnish no infcrma- — 
tion as e killing of PENN and thé. vane knowledge she has . 
is what she has read and: heaxd. 
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The followim investigation. was conducted by SAs 
CE «G2 Sy 29, 1904: 
| Ivy. 3. 
SWANTON,Dodge Dealer, 154 West Hancock, Athens, Georgia, 


was contacted in an effort to locate the repair bill 
receipt furnished to by 


WEED 20 ised thot SEED, vonocer. 
ivy J. Swanton Dodge Dealer, was on vacation & the wesent 
+ time and would nowt return until sometime the week of 


August 1, 1964. . 


; ‘He advised tht ae *:: telephoned him 
at approximately 3:30 or 4:00 p.m., Monday, July 27, 1964. 


> from Baltimore, Maryland, advising that he was on his way 
to Wasiington, D.C., and had reservations at the Sheraton b? 
Park Motel or Sheridan Plaza Motel, and waild spend the 8. 
ext two or three days sightseeing and then would drive nore. 
stated ID would be accompanied by his wife, 
and daugnter, and they would be traveling 
in a white 1964 Chrysle jal bearing unknown Gecrgia 
li cense. 


At this time searched the sales 
records of and was unable to fini the do 
bili reflecting repair work at Guest's Garage. Son 
Oa ly vontacted, {ee 
telephonically contacted the Wash on . Use LO&s. 
“Washington, D.C., speaking to SA a «: ht Surer- 
visor, requesting an attempt be made to locate ae bre. 
wa * the above mentioned motels. 
On July 29, 1964, SA 


Office, telephonically contacte 
advised that efforts to cmtact 
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aii was recontacted at her place 
of employment at appro 705 a.m., July 30, 1964. 
Upon being camtacted, requested that she not be ba, 
contacted at her place of employment, am requested tle 
interview be conducted at the Varsity —e Broad ard 
Miltedge Avenue, Athens, Georgia. : 


Upon be tacted at the Varsity Drive-In 
parking lot, furnished the following information 
in the form. orl a signed statement: _ 


"July 30, 1964 $7 
Athens, Ga. 


ay? hereb Ollowing 
. free- un statement to and 
who have idert e emselves to 


me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. No threats or promises have been 
made to me to induce me to furnish this statemert. 
I understand that I do not have to furnish this 
statement and that this statement may be used in a 
court of law. 


"My home address is QD 59 
Athens, Ga. I have lived at this address for the 
past fifteen month . I am thirty two years of age, 
and am currently employed by the Chicopee Manufac- 
turing Inc., Athens, Ga., and have been so employed 
for the past year. 


"I want to state the information I furnished 
earlier in the evening of July 29, 1964, to Special 
Agents ane. correct, but took place be 
during the early morn hours of July 12, 1964, 
and not during the early morning hours of July il, 
1964, as I had earlier stated. When I was first 
opennasee. J was nervous and upset and .had trouble 
re ~ae oY= mori no hour 


—: July li, "1964. 2 
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“As my working hours are from four o'clock p.m. 
to twélve o'clock midnight I arrive at my home 
between 12:15 a.m. to 12:30.a.m., and to the best 
of my knowledge I arrived home on July 11, 1964 at 
about this same time. After arriving at home L 
cleaned up, got myself something to eat, and 
watched television until aout 2:00 a.m. 


"At this time I called the Guest's Garage and 
talked with Herbert Guest. Our cmversation 
consisted of the amount cf money Herbert Guest 
would be able to obtain for the sale of parts 
from my 1958 Ford, as Mr. Guest had advised me 

the car was not worth fixing up. At this time 
Mr. Guest told me that he was busy and did not 
have time to continue the conversation and I 
agreeded to call him back later the same morning. 
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"at about 3:40 a.m., July 11, 1964, I called 
Mr. Guest again at the garage, and we continued 
this conversation until atcut 4:05 a.m. to 4:10 
a.m. 


"During the last conversation Herbert Guest 
told.me he had a telephone call on the other line, 
and I could also hear the phone ringing. After 
he answered the other call he told me a man who 
he identified as had just arrived to pick up 
a trailer. I overmeard him speaking to the man 
who had just.come into the garage. At this pout 
we terminated our telephone conversation at about 
4:05 a.m. to 4:10 a.m. At this time I went to 
bed. 
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"J did not see Hebert Guest, or speak with 
him again until about 2:30 a.m., July 12, 1964, at 
which time I took my 1958 Dodge into the Guest 
. Garage for repair." ° 


Ts eseeeamenaeeneneemae ne read the above statement 67K 
and advis was tru . correct to the best of her i 
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knowledge. She,however, refused to sign her name to the. 
statement, because her attorney advised her never to sign 


anythi 

Reena stated that during her conversationrat } 
3:40 wit GUEST, she did not actually look at her clock “48 
to see what time it was when she began talking or ended 


the conversation with GUEST, and that the time listed was 
only her opinion. eg 


further stated she has known HERBERT b7— 
GUEST and DENVER PHILLIPS for approximately six months 
and HOWARD .SIMS for.one month. 


: ” ghe also advised that she has not said more than 
a few words to HERBERT GUEST since she had her 1958 Dodge 


— at his garage on the early morning of — 12, 
19 


i 


At this point , ey vs questioned as to }— 
‘any knowledge she migh ve ol RT GUEST's possible — 
associdion with the murder of Lt. Col..LEMUEL A. PENN, 
at which time she stated she was of the opinion GUEST 


did noc do the killing but that he probably knew who. did. 


She further stated that she has all of her 
car repair work done at the Guest Garage and has spent a 
number of hours there after leaving work at 12:00 mid- 
night. 


- At this time she produced a repair bill fram 
Guest's Ga e dated rhe ee 1964, reflecting repiacemsnt 
ofsone switch, price ¥6.00 » labor costs $3.00. 


ad 
RES was further questioned concerning her b 7 
opinion had knowledge of the murder of Lieutenant -:- 
Colonel LEMUEL A. PENN and she refused to discuss the matter 
any further. 
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At the termination of the interview, Qy 
= asked if she had any further informationme bea 
woul care to furnish. At this point she stated that — 
she did not mind being contacted in the future. She 
further emphasized the fact that she lives alone and 
is afraid; however, she stated that in the event she 
shoud gain any information in the future cmcerning t 


murder of Lt. Col. PENN, she would contact the FBI Fry 
make this are ormasion available. 


“ee 


At this point, WD advised she was cocing 
to the Guest Garage for the purpose of obtaining sa.e milk 
and cigarettes, and to visit with 
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: CLAUDE LEE BENNETT was interviewed at Herber® Guess's 
Garage, 425 East Hancock Avenue, Athens, Georgia, cn July 29, 
1964. He advised he resides cr Tallassee Road, Reute 2, 
Athens, Georgia. He has no heme telemone. He is. origirailv 
from Banks County, Georgia, he is the father of sever. chilircn 
and he is forty years of age. He has had a crippled isft leg 
_ Since . 1930 He drives a 1957 black Ferd. 


BENNETT has been working fcr the past six weers ar é 
night shift mechanic for HERBERT GUEST. Prior to obtatiring 
this job he was unemployed due to-his crippled condition. H: 
nephew, DENVER PHILLIPS, arranged with HERBERT GUEST <9° get. 
this job.for him... He works as a mechanic and attsencans av 
this shop andHe ison a percentage-only basis, getting 50 per 
cent of all the money he brings in. 


With reference to the right of July 10,°1964, BENNETT 
recalled that he came to work in his cwn.car between A ios ae 
ard 7:30 ¢.m. When he arrived, HERBERT GUES? and DENVER 
PHILLIPS were at Guest's Garage. He recalled that rctsiriv 
the coiored day-shift mechanic may haves been thee. 
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Sometime before midnight, HERBERT GUEST wen 
Open House Restaurant alore in his Cadillac and.did: 
long... 


BS aN 


DENVER FHILLIPS had come Jo work sink end ksi ink* tat: 
wanted to.go home, but BENNETT insisted that FHILLISS stay 
around in case a call came in.for the wrecker bscause MENNE-S is 

- physically unab& to operate the wrecker due to his fai leg... 
PHILLIPS then agreed to stay at the garage but got int. an 
old SERPERD SYS FEES ck at the kack of the shop ana eis: ait 
night. 


| BENNETT stated that froma Little after mid:igh® 
to about 6:30 or 7:00 a.m., HERBERT GUEST was at. the gerags 
continaously. BENNETT recalls this to be true bécaut+ THINS 
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was aslecp ani HERBERT GiUEST did not want to leave = 

relatively new man. like BENNETT alone at the garag:. 

recalled that at about 6:30 or.7:00a.m., he (BENNEZ. 
went home in his ocwn car alors. an 
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BENNETT recailea thal dissing ths cour 
early wnerning of July 11, 1264, ats abcut 4:90 
customer appeared at the garag mite qistome> 
toat trailer stored at the ron eam and he desire. ie 
it out. Before he could remov:2 the trailers, he necia- 
on his traile> hatch and aleo on tne trailer ligh*= 
HERBERT GVES™ ard BENNETT? worksi os than for the 
could not recall. wher *his ‘customer Qeoar 
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PENNS SS stated fhat HERBERT GVEST deric.2t: 
leave the garage [rem the time THILLISS went t- si¢ 
weal she Lins BENNETT Lett form home. at about €:35 o> © 
v,.°? 


m 1D od, with the exesntton of fhe oma 


House SSF. a .S annie. 
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CLAUDE BENNETT was reinterviewed on July 31, 1964, 
in an effort to elaborate on information he had furnished 
when intérviewed earlier. He was located at his home at 
Route 2, Athens, on Tallassee. Road. 


BENNETT recalled that on the evening of July 10, 296", 
a colored male customer came to Guest's Garage who claimed 
to be from Columbia, South Carolina and he had South Caroline 
plates on his car. This individual was having troublé starting 
the car and it was fixed prior to midnight and he took off. 


At about daybreak on July 11, 1964, this same color: | 
individual was driven to the Guest Garage by another colorcd 
individual and they stated that the car which had been worked 
on the night before was still acting up and would not run. 
They wanted it towed to the garare t» be repaired. 


CLAUDE BENNETT then awoke his nephew, DENVER PHI?:i Li. 
and the two_of .them took the tow truck and followed the two. 
colored males to the South Carolina car, which was in a colored 
section of Athens. They used jumper cables to start this car 
and then followed it to the garage where HERBERT GUEST told 
CLAUDE BENNETT to charge the battery on the South Carolina 
car and BENNETT did this. BENNETT recalled that this trip 
to pick up the car by PHILLIPS and himself was at daybreak on 
July 11, 1964,, and they. only used parking lights on the wrecker 
when they left the garage. 


With reference to HERBERT GUEST's location during the 
night of July 10, 1964, and the morning of July 11, 1964, 
BENNETT stated that prior to midnight, HERBERT GUEST had madsz 
a short trip away from the garage, and might have gone to -:; 
Open House Restaurant. 


From the time he returned a little after midnight, tx« 
after daybreak, HERBERT GUEST did not leave the garage, accord’ r> 
to BENNETT. BENNETT did admit that GUEST could have left for 
ten or fifteen minutes on short trips around.town or for coffee 
at a restaurant without BENNETT knowing it although BENNETT 


ne HERBERT could have been gone for any perioc. & 
utes during that time. 
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BENNETT recalled that when he and PHILLIPS brought ~“ 


the South Carolina car hack to the garage, HERBERT GUEST was 
at the garage and also 


works on the day shift. 


the colored mechanic who bh7e 


BENNETT identified photographs of HOWARD SIMS, CECITI. 
MYERS and JAMES LACKEY as being among individuals .who had | 
been carrying guns around the garage and hanging around the 
garage generally. BENNETT stated that there is hardly a 3iig,:.. 
goes by that... these individuals do not show up during the 
course of the night wearing their guns in open view. BENNST~ 
never accompanies any of these individuals on trips away 
‘ from the garage with the exception of assigned work as 
assistant on the wrecker or service truck. He does not go 
to the Open House Restaurant himscct and drinks his cof: 
‘out of the machine at the Magnolia Station on the corner. 


BENNETT recalled having heard SIMS, LACKEY, ,CECIL 
MYERS and HERBERT GUEST and others speak jokingly. of "shooting 
a nigger". BENNETT stated he figured them all to be cowards 
who would not have. the nerve to do such a thing. 
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Lawrenceville, Orgia, was interviewed, and he furnished the 


following signed statement: 
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"July 29, 196+ 
Athens, Georgie 


"I, QR, ereby make the 


following lree and voluntary statement to 

who has identified himself to me as a Special 
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No 
threats or promises have been nade to me to induc 
me to furnish this statemert. I understani that I io 
not have to furnish this statement and that this stats- 
ment may be used against me in a court of law. I have 
been advised by Special Agent of my right to 
counsel before making a statvemen 


"IT reside at 
Layrenceville, Georgia, 
eighth grade. 


I left txts acésress at ancut 3 AM 
11, 1964. Qari rer son, age 
16, saw me leave in my 1960 Oldsmobile. rove alor. 


to Lawrenzeville without stopping to eat or get 
gasoline.uxtil I arrived at my residence in Lawrence- 
ville, Georgcia.. At this tame I fed the dog ari s2 
the rouse which touk about 15 to 20 minutes. 


> 
; 
J 
_ 
~<* 
. . 
> * 
fi 
— 
. - 
- 
$3 
| > 
e*6 . a 
** 
oe "< » 
a ‘ 
cm 
‘= «~ Ow 
_ ol 
> <s ee 
ve 
4 
' > 
te 
ee 
‘ 


_ 
ad 
Ss 

i 
hes e 
= 
ag 
"2: 
77° 
We 
*¢.* 


* ee? 
*? 
Sf 
ae 
_ - 
Z - 
. >_¢ 
a” 
~ ~ 
= 


"From my residence in Lawrenceville, Georgia, 
I drove to Athens, Georgia, to Guest's Garage o2: Hari: 
Street. I remember cf waving to a policeman sear ts 
courtlouse square while hs was seated in his Wil te 
Lark yatxool car in Lawre=ceville. On my way co Athexus 
I stopred at the Mapr.clia service station is te ay 
Georgia a:.1 purchased Be. Co worth of gasoline. I also 
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had a Coca Cola during this stup. This stop took aporcz- 
imately 1G minutes. I drove from Atlanta to Lavyxence- 
ville and to Athens, Georgia, at an average spced of 

55 to 6C miles per hour, 


"When I arrived at Guest's Gazage I saw iAertert 
Guest, .a colored mechanic named ard an 
individual known to me as Denver wid is employed at 
Guest's Garage. Denver was asleep in an aautormcthiie. 
I engaged Hervert .Guest .in conversation and ask:d him 
to put a ball on a trailer hitch which was alre da: 
mounted on my Oldsmobile. I walkei to the mer." s 
_ youm and when I returr:ed I noticed the time was 5 an 
. dn the mornixe. Herbert Guest was mounting the tall on 
the trailer rivch anid I tcld hin I wanted the iichts 
»>hcoked up tou a trailer wrick I had previcusly left a 
Guest's Caraze. Guess helred me fasten th= lignes froz 
tas back -f :-7 car ts the trai.er. I ther. pulled sy 
automubite avi tratler ts the Maeeslia Pililing svunto: 
amd had mw; car filled with Gasuiiuc. From the tire 
LI finashea at the filliy.c statlo: t o> the time I iat 
locked au th:¢ time previaisly only 15 or 20 mizuves ha: 
pessecd, 


"From the service station I proceeded to Warrer. 
v1 Lou's Garage in Hartwell, Georgia, via Rouve 29; &t 
apLro:timately 20 to 55 miles per kocur without siuctoi~c. 
Ugon arrival av Warren and Leu's Qarage, I sax 
= of aie I drank 2 cups of «iree 
With. 6: WE conversed aba:t '%-s family. I wasé at 
this garage avout 30 to 49 5 rérnites and then procseded 
to Rrvad River Tw:ck Stop setweer. Caffrey and 
Bleackvure, So::th Carolira, at appz..ximateiy 5C to 5x7 
miles per hou. 


“Weile I was at Warren au.4d en's Garegee, 
sot ous or red and statece thar he twa heurd thd a 
ro hel tee:i: shot near Colbert, Georgia. This was just 
hefore I cepazved Hartwell, Georg2s. 
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"I remained at the Broad River Truck Stop for 
appro.imately 20 minutes and tren continued.on to 
Charlotte, North Carolina eat annoroximately 50 to 55 
miles ser ‘sur, Sigg stcppl-.g. I went directly 
to sidence whictk is located in a 
traLlice ti Lrave at "aaah L rel- eye tc rs 

a No ons ws at bk Lome at 

Fish HVyets? the trailer whi! ; 2 oe 

car ari proceeded to Hartsville, South Carolir 


boiy shop cperated hy a. known as che sf 


Used Cars. 


"I remem:er it was after twelve roon when I 
arrivel et residex.ce. I was av his 
reside.ce 1: 9u0 .morutes. I talked vs ar. emr loyee 

for BEDIO: x<imatecy 5 or 10: minutes 


TcUse. 


ttc above assuuntea fox ny activities Ayes 
approrinus 27 Friasy, guly 19, i964, midnt ght 4% 
Saturtay, Gay 11, 1954, +2 1 eM. wuirdayv af‘ beinocn. 


vita statement of this vaze ari 5 other 
pazes 15 vrue and ccrrect to the best of my heiief_ 
I have read and cor~ecved this statmenvs. 


(“Ts | 


“Witness: aa Special Age=xs, FSi, 
Cae 7/feg/ co a 


isness: /S/ me cial Agent, FBI, 
Atzerns, Ae mats 


WHE 2.5 desszited as follows: 
Name 
Date cf birth 
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Sex 
Ra~e 
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Welig.:t 

Hai> 

Eyes 

Marital status: 
Spu..se : 
Childirens: 
Occ.vations: 
Residence 


Former 


residences: 
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they have been married for a little over ve years. She 


furnished the following information: 


During the Fourth of July week end, she visited 
Atlanta, Georgia, and recalled that on the following week 
end she went to Birmingham, Alabama. This was éither on L 
Saturday, July 11, or Sunday, July 12, 1964. She went to 7c 
Birmingham in her 1957 Ford Stationwagon and was accompanied 
: who is a friend of hers, who resides on — 
in Atlanta. She wss 


and went to aaa! 
father of who resides in the Wes rnd section 


: e could not recall the exact day they went 
_ to Birmingham, but that her husband, did rot accompany 
them and she believed he stayed in Atlanta. 


Her husband —— is a truck driver, was previously 
employed by Seuthern Poultry Company at Monroe, Georgia, and 
purchased a Mack tractor and a refrigerated trailer from L 
Seuthern Poultry approximately two months ago. Turis truck Ao 
nusband i “ is présextly somewhere in Scuth Carolina. a= 
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husband has made numérous trips to the unkown city in 
South Carolina where the truck is being repaired, huvever, 
She could not state exactly when he has been gone durizg 

the month of July. He usually leaves the Atlanta area at 
night and she could not recall him ever leaving early in the 
morning. His last trip to South Carolina was cver the fas 
week end, and he returrned to their residerce in Lawre:seville 
on the night of July 28, 1964. 
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She related she knew nothing abcut he> husbaxd 
bringing a boat or trailer to Athens, Georgia, ror did 
ske know anything abcut him returning the boat trailer 
to South Carolina. She denied any knowledge of a boat 
hitch on the Oldsmobile and stated, “If there‘s one there, 
it's news to me," 


Lawrenceville, Georgia fiji, # Atlanta —— 


a 


Date dictated 7/30/64 
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She could not recall specific dates during the 
month of July that ker husband was in South Carolina, but 
did recall that her husband possibly returned to the 
Atlanta area while she was staying at tke residence , 
sod this was possibly on a Thursday prior e time she ae 
went to Bicmingham. Hcewever, sre again reiterated she coucd 
not be positive of any of the dates or days he may have cx7: 
back from Sout’. Carclina, She related the visited 
with her for one week while her hustand was out of town 
arsenuch as she had had prowlers at her Lawrenceville 


_ residence and vas afraid to stay alone with her three 


young gra:.dchildren, 


She zecalled that her kustand, -_ was rot in 


the Athers area on the week eid of * 5~26, 1964, bre 
as she visited her daughter, who resides 
on Mcsnroe Drive in Atlanta ar expicyed at Carl’s Clic} 


on West Peachtree. 


She reiterated again she could not be definite 
On any dates that ker husband may Fave been out ¢«f town 
and could not recall exactly if he was out of tcwa 


on the previous week ends of July 18-19, ard July 11-12, 
1964, 


She aiso stated she did net know when her 
nusbanag planned on returning to South Carolina. 
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: cela ee cecal bac 
Lawrencev e, Georgia,. was interviewed am could furnish no 


additional information to that which he had previously 
furnished on this date. 
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‘Hartwell, Georgia 
July 29, 1964 


make the follcwi 
free and volunt statexent ie ain ), 
Ltt ied sé 


ee coteref 
herselves to me as Special ents cf the FBI. 


a 
ailer is located adjacent to Warren and Lew's 


Garage where I am employed, I have completed 
eleven years of school and I am 18 years old. 


yeaa 


cae 


"On Saturday, July 10, 1964 I started work about 
7 or 8 PM at Warren : w's Garage which is owned 
by my father, I went on. duty 
at the above time, alone, until I was relieved ty Joe 
my father sometime after daylight on Saturday 
morning July 11, 1964, I recall that it was-a 
fairly slow night and morzing and that it was 
foggy during the merning hours. 
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“After I was relieved I weat to bed, 
I heard about Penn being shot and killed © 
sometime Saturday night cr Sunday morning. 


"I did not see or talk to 
who I.know as a fruck driver, over six feet tall, db? c— 
weighs about 300 pounds, brown sort of curly hair, 

and is known by me and my father as big 

during my duty hours on July 10th and lith, 

1964, 


last time I recall seci:. 7. | 
— approximately two or three wecks b Po 
prior to July 10th and lith, 1964. At this ie 


* time he came into the garage about 6 or 7 AM 
driving a 1957 Ford Station Wagon, sort of 
brown in color pulling a trailer ard a boat. 

He was with a woman who he introduced as his 
wife. We talked about, anil looked at the beat, 
which was blue and white outboard cruiser about 


AT 157-788 
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14 or 16 feet in length, He said that he had been 
in South Caralina.to pick up his boat and was on. 


his way home, He stayed about one half hour and 
_left heading towards Atlanta. 


"T have read the above two page statment 
inatialing each page and slrikeover and it is 
true and correct to best of my knowledge. 


"/:/ ee 
“Witness: : 


ee Special Agent, FBI, Atlanta, Ga. 
q . 


bI ec 


en emma Special Agent, FBI, Atlanta, 
. 1/29/64" 
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| The follow signed statement was obta d 
on July 30, 1964, by SAs and 
fro a arren w's Garage locate 


on U. » south of Hartwell, Georgia: 3 
"July 30, 1964 
Hartwell, Ga. 


“I; e the following voluntary | 
statement to and 
who have iden ied emselves to me as specia ents 


of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I have beén 
told that I do not have to make this statement, that 

any statement I make may be used against me in a 

court of law and that I have a right to consult a lawyer 
before making any statement. No threats or promises 
have been made to me to induce me to make this statemens. 
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AVE iown for abcut 
ars and he has been one of my customers. He now 
lives in Lawrenceville, Georgia. 
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"I remember the date of July 11, 1964 because I heard 
of the murder of Lt. Col PENN on the highway near 
Colbert Ga. I do not remember the exact highway. ¢f 
remember hearing about the murder from truckers who 
stopped at my coffee bar sometime that morning. The 
truckers heard about it on their radios. 


"- renenber Gy being at my garage that 
morning because I was dding him about the murder. 
I don't recall in which direction QjjJwas travelling 
nor do I recall the exact time he was at my garage. 
‘I believe it was after daybreak and before 10:30 am 
because I never sleep beyond thattime if I get to 
bed before daylight. I believe I got to bed before 
daylight that morning because I heard about the murder _. 
. @nd know it wasn't in the Anderson INDEPENDENT Newspaper 
. that date. 
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"The nature of my business cmsists primarily of 
repairing diesel truck on an emergency basis and 
therefore demands irregular and sometimes very long 
stretches of time when I am awake and working. 


I get my sleep when I can and frequently lose track 
of time and days. 


cea last at my garage on Monday, L | 
uly ef; . I talked to him at that time but ‘e- — 
I do not recall in which direction he was travelling. 


He did not mention the PENN murder to me nor did he say 


anything about being at my garage on the morning of the 
murder. 


"I wish to emphasize that I recall 7, foe 
in my garage on the moxrming of the PENN murder and I 


am willing to so testify in court without fear of b> 
perjury. 
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"The ce to which I refer above is 42 years 
old, light brown curly hair, weighs 287 pounds and is 
six feet five inches and three-fourts inch tall. He 

is a native of North Carolina and formerly drove a truck 
for Carolina Freight. 
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"T have read this three page statment and is correct & true 


to best of my knowlege. I have a all corrections 
made in this statment on each page 


/;/ (My 27 < 


Special Agent, FBI 
ta, Ga. 7/30/64. 
» Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Invessigari- 
ashington, D.C., July 30, 1964" boc. 


“witness: 
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FD-202 (Rev. 1-25-00) a FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES lav 10N 


(2) dete _ July 31, 1964 


ee Route 1, Highway 29 South, Hartwell,- Georgia, 
advise a e signed statement he furnished to Special Agents 
of thé FBI on July 29, 1964, was accurate to the best of his BIC 
recollection and he had no changes to make to this statement. 


He stated that if a talked to him for forty 

minutes on the morn Oo 1964, he would have recalled 

the incident as he knows ell. He recalled that the last 
time he saw at rren and Lew's Garage was over a month b- 
ago at which appeared at the garage with his wife and 
was hauling a boat on railer b his automobile. He recalle2 
that he examined the boat of and commented about the 

boat to He is sure he has not seen since that 
time. 


a also sure that he did not hear about the 
' murder before he went to bed early on the morning of 


July 11, 1964. He stated the first he had heard tol ee: murdea> b 
Cc 


was when he awakened later in the day. Aecording to . 28 
s possible that was in the garage on the morning of 
| 7aly 11, 1964, but, » it would have been after he went to bed 
which was probably after 7:00 am. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) 


=‘ FEDERAL BUREAI! OF INVE @ey 


- Salesman, Ivy J. Swé::ton Ries 
a=age, 154 Wes reduced Guest Garage Inyocice P nutes 


datei July 11 1964, issued to "cash." This invoice peed + ga 


oo bearir:g, $2.68, labor $3.00, total $5.€3." Noted Cn tht 
puroice was: | "Policy Add. Per: Qa" s-c-~ 5 
Deriver i ; 


mere “"- © 


: a further advised that the $2.84 
the Ivy 7. Swanton Garage in accordance with the 


a 
warzvanty for ca>, had besn paid 
petcy cash. 


as © er atsted per this invates, #01: ~ 
a C2 aS a permanens 


cord in their files. 
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HERBERT GUEST contacted interviewing Agents at &:16 ps. 
on this date by phone and advised that he had obtained the psermissicr. 
of his-attorney, Mr. JAMES HUDSON, to submit to an interview «cncer.i. 
the PENN murder. 


He was advised by SA ARTHUR S. HAMILTON that he did co 
have to make a statement; that any statement he made could fre use 
against him in a court of law. 


. ‘ GUEST was picked up at his garage at 9:40 pm and 
in view of the fact he did not care to be interviewed in the Pedexwai 
Building, he was taken to Room 205 at the Key to America Motor Irnr, 
vhens, Georgia. 


GUEST stated that he had visited his attax-sy di: 
Athens earlier in the evening in the company of CECIL MYERS a: 
HOWARD SIMS. GUEST recalled that he, MYERS and SIMS hei *oid peers ic 
HUDSON that they knew nothing about the PENN murder and HUDSON then 
told them he-would leave the decision up to them as to whether cr 
not they submit to an FBI interview. . 
4 | 
HERBERT GUEST recalled that on the night of. 
1964, he appeared at his shop sometime between 4:00 pm ana 
which is the usual time he arrives for work. He and his 
DENVER PHILLIPS may have left the garage on one or two shor e.2°% 
trips prior to Midnight. He does not recali exactly hew mary vx 
he might have made or where he might have gone on a service «: 
GUEST recalled that he had gone for coffee to the Cpen Heuse 
Restaurant at about 9:00 pm and again around Midnight cr a litrle 
after Midnight on July 10, 1964. 


GUEST recalled that DENVER PHILLIPS bed com: vss 
that night and claimed to be sick, so around Midnipfh® PHILLIPS a... 
to sleep and went to sleep in a 1957 Buick which was being Ser vizin 
“at the garage. 


: . 
o. ie 


When HERBERT GUEST went to the Open House srnorsi: 
after Midnight, he was with CECIL MYERS, LACKEY, and HOWARD SIMS, 
and an unidentified individual whom he thinks is kncwn t<- the rep yeh 
individuals. After a short visit at the Open House, thes individ. 
dropped HERBERT off at the garage and they took off in CECIL ME: 
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GUEST recalled that his white mechanic, CLAUDE 
BENNETT, was at the garage that night. 


” ortly after 4:00 am, a friend from Lawrenceville 
named Cui <=": to Guest's Garage and asked to have a 
ball p ed on s trailer hitch so that he could take his heat 
trailer away. empty boat trailer had been in storage b 
at Guest's Garage. lso requested HERBERT GUEST tc = 


hock up the trailer gnts so that they would work. 
. GUEST recalled that at the time QD arrives 


T, was on the telephone talking to a woman name: (yyy 
We 2: called earlier at about 2:30 am or 34:00 si: 
a , t me GUEST was busy with some work at the garage 


and told her to call back later. When she was on the phone with b2, 
him at about 4:05 am, Qi appeared at the garage. GUEST 
recalled that ae wes inquiring about scme work she needed 

dcne on some whee earings on her car. | 


GUEST himself worked oa! car and the 
trailer and he finished the work at abo 750 am on July li, 
1964. He and Qe then had coffee at a coffee dispensinc > 
machine on the gas station platform adjacent to the ys: whils cq 


the gas station attendant filled the tank of so Sa 

While GUEST was still workin trailer 
lights and while he was in the trunk of [OF Gyn st 
on the wiring at a time he guesses to be 245 am, ::OWARD 
SIMS, CECIL MYERS and JAMES LACKEY again appeared at the Guest's 2 
Garage in MYERS' Chevy II station wagon. GUEST did not sce them - 
drive up because cf his position in car. After drinking 
coffee with on the gas station ramp and arter 
drove off at ou :50 am, GUEST walked back to the fren. o: 
his garage-where SIMS, CECIL MYERS and LACKEY were waitirnzg and 
they all got into GUEST's Cadillac and drove to the Oper Houses 
Restaurant where they arrived at about 5:00 am. 


GUEST recalled that they stayed approximat-ly 
twenty to twenty-five minutes and during this time he ha‘ 
preakfast at the Open House. 


AG about 5:25 am or 5:30 am, SIMS, CECIL MYERS, 
J AMES LACKEY and GUEST got into GUEST's car in front of +4. 
Open House and GUEST drove back to his garage where SIMS, CECIL 
MYERS and LACKEY then departed by unknown means. GUEST pleted 
his own Cadillac at the doorway of his garage and then txis=d 
to go to sleep in the front seat. 


GUEST recalled that on his previcus inter... :v 
concerning his activities at this time on the mornin; of vul: Als 
1964, he had told the interviewing Agents that he stayed at hiz 
garage until about 2:00 pm. After discussing this wish nis wits, 

he realizes that he is wrong on that information. He stays. 
around the garage until around 2:30 pm on July 12th wicn was “in- 
morning that his wife wanted to go te Atlante for 4 short visi. 

GUEST now recalls that on the morning of July 11, 1004. hs wes 
home early, possibly around 7:CO am or 8:00 am, as soon 4s hie 
wife arrived at the garage. 


GUEST stated that sometime during the eariy 3. 
ef July 11, 1964, his day shift colored mechanic name 


stopped in at the garage. He recalled it might have bsé:. ars x: 
i250 am while GUEST on were drinking coffe:. 9 
only stayed a few minutes an en left and returned Por + ota 
rezular tcur cf duty. 
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On August 4, 1964, HERBERT GUEST was interviewed at 
Room 205, Key to America Motor Inn, Athens, Georgia, after being b7-_ 
advised=by SA that he did not have to m&ke a 
statement and ny statements he made could be used egsainst nim 
in ¥3 ourt port ia, and his right to consult an attorney before making 

statement. 

With reference to the murder of Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. 
PENN on the night of July 11, 1964, HERBERT GUEST stated that he 
is aware that this murder was in fact committed. He denied knowing 
who PENN was and denied being involved in anyway himself. GUEST 
denied being in the car from which the shots were fired at PENN 
and stated he did not shoot PENN himself. He denied his car could 
have been used in this shooting and indicated that he does not 
know whose car was used. He advised that none of his guns wer: 
used in this shooting to his knowledge and he has no knowledge s 
to how many men were in the car at the time of the shooting. 


GUEST also denied having any knowledge concerning 
the gun that was used to kill PENN and he denied withholding any 
information concerning the PENN murder. 
re 


4 ™~ 
Spe VON he 


With reference to his own personal weapons which 
he turned over to Special Agents HAMILTON and WATRY o:: ar. carlie> 
date, HERBERT GUEST stated that one of the guns had been in the 
custody of HAMPTON TURNER. TURNER had indicated a desire to buy 
this weapon and had it in his possession as of July 11, 1944. Shortly 
thereafter,TURNER brought it back to GUEST and stated that he 
decided that he could not pay for it so he was returning it. 
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GUEST indicated that all of the above guns had | 
been modified by himself and none of the work on the guns was done 
ty SIMS or anyone else. 
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GUEST indicated he has no information tna vy TURNER 
might have loaned the above gun out while it was in his possession. 


Pea 


GUEST denied ever riding around Athens in the night- 
time with any of his associates looking for out-of-State Negro 
cars. He denied having any knowledge cf such activity on tne part 
of his associates, or, in particular, SIMS, CECIL MYERS or: LACKEY. 
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With reference to these individuals, GUEST stated that he did no* 
see them from about 1:00 am to 5:00 am or later on July il, 104. 
GUEST had previously indicated that he had seen them return *%: his 
garage before 5:00 am. When this discrepancy was pointed out to 
him, he stated that he did not earlier know what time they returned 
to the garage but it “was 5:00 am or later, whenever they came in". 
GUEST recalled that LACKEY, SIMS and CECIL MYERS had indivated when 
they left around 1:00 am that they were going to LACKEY's place toa 
look for a prowler. 


With ref ference to the time that GUEST fou:d SIS, 
CECIL MYERS and LACKEY in front of his garage and he tock them 
to the Open House, GUEST stated, "I don't know what time 7: war 
when we went to the Open House. I didn't look at no watch, but 
it was about -five o'clock that morning". 


> GUEST indicated that about 4:45 am, cn Jul: ok 
an individual whom he knew only as "Horse" whom he subse jusntiy 
leazned to be THOMAS FOLENDORE, came to the garare & Lone and m24a3 
the statement, “I got me one tonight". GUEST indiczaved trot is 
understocd this to mean that. FOLENDORE was claiming that née Hid 
shot a colored person. GUEST stated that all of thie; mnecividtr-is 
who hang around the garage have on various occasions brisse? 
about having shot colored persons but he did not belisve tnsm or 


p3ay any attention to their boasts. 


GUEST stated that SIMS frequently brags that "I rot 
but mo one ever believes him. |.’ 


GUEST stated he has known HOWARD SIMS closely fur 
about one year and has known of him for about fifteen years. - He 
has known LACKEY approximately one month and he has known CECiL 
MYERS two months. | 


: When SIMS, pve Bi CECIL MYERS drive azcund 
Athens in MYERS' car, LACKEY care drives and CECIL <éiiom 
drives. | - 


(3) sWJW:GTS/ds 


HERBERT GUEST stated that he sold CECIL MYERS 
the new tires which CECIL recently placed on his Chevy II 
station wagon. They were four recaps and HERBERT GUEST still 
has the other four tires which CECIL MYERS traded in. GUEST > 
recalled- that all four tires which he took off MYERS's car were 
in bad shape and they are still available at his garage. 


HERBERT GUEST stated, "If I knew they killed PEW, 
which I don't, it would be dangerous to tell you because I am a 
family man and they might get me". GUEST further stated that 
no one has talked to him about putting up an alibi in this matt: 
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GUEST stated concerning the PENN shooting that, 
ny might have ‘my own feelings regarding them, but I don't 
know that they did ae 
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GUEST was asked to elaborate concerning his 
"cwn feelings" and he repeated that he feels LACKEY, SIMS 2::< 
CECIL MYERS could have done it because they were gone sc long 
that morning . GUEST recalled that they were gone from "Midnight 
to 5:00 am". GUEST also stated concerning LACKEY, SIMS and 
CECIL MYERS "they' re pretty good prospects". 
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GUEST recalled that the statement which he over-- 
heard FOLENDORE make on the morning of July 11, 1964, is nct a 
prearranged effort to railroad FOLENDORE. GUEST recalls that 
CLAUDE BENNETT, his white mechanic, may have overheard thie 
remark by FOLENDORE. 

Upon further questioning, GUEST denied that either 
SIMS, MYERS or LACKEY admitted to him that they killed PENN. 
He reiterated that should he furnish anymore information regarding 
this killing, he was fearful for his and his family’s personal 
safety. GUEST inquired that if he has or develops any information, 
would it be possible for him to furnish this information cn 
a confidential basis and not be required to testify in court 
regarding’it. He was told by the interviewing Agents that they 
had nq authority to enter into such an agreement with him. 
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Regarding the period from 6:00 pm to Midnight 
on July 10, 1964, GUEST denied making any trips around the City 
of Athens with SIMS, LACKEY and CECIL MYERS. He further denied 
that he made any trips outside of the City of Athens with these 
same individuals. GUEST stated he was at the garage during this 
period with possibly one trip to the Open House around 3:%O pm 
and also, without being specific, indicated that he spent a 
portion of that period with a woman - unidentified. 
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HERPERT GUEST was contacted at his home at 405 
Clover Street, Athens,.Georgia, and he consented to accompany 
the interviewing agents to the Athens FBI Office where e was 
subsequently interviewed. HERBERT GUEST.was advised ty SA 
WILLIAM J. WATRY that he did not have to make a statement, that 
any statement.he did make could be used against him in a court 


of law, and that he was entitled to be repre sénted by an 
attorney. 


During the course of that interview, he furnished 
the following two statements: 


"August 6, 19654 
.Athens, Georgia 
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"I, Herbert Guest, hereby make the following free 
and voluntary statement to Arthur S. Hamilton and 
William J. Watry who have identified themselves to me 
as Special Agents.of the Federal Bureau of investigation. 
I rave been advised that I do not have to make a 
statement and that anything I do say can be used agains 
me in a court of law. I have teen advised that I have 
the right to the advice of an attorney. ‘(Ne threats cr 


promises have been made to induce me to make this state- 
ment. 
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"I was born July 31, 1927 in Hart County, Georgia. 
lL have .a first grade education and. can read and writ 
very little. 


"On the July 11, 1964, I had been at. the Oper: 
House .Restaurant in Athens, Georgia between 1 ani 2:00 
A.M. with Cecil Myers, Howard Sims and James nateary. 
Around 2 or 2:30 A.M. we returned to my garage kneim as 
Guest's Garage, 403 East Hancock Avenue in Athens. 
They left in Cecil Myers' 1964 Chevy II station wagon. 
When they go off in this station wagon, ckey 
normally drives but I don't know how they were seated in 
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the car when they left that ROxnINg around 2:30 
a.m. 


"From that time until around 5 A.M. I did 
not see them. I remaired at the garage during 


this period worki on fferent jobs. Around 
43:15 a.m a from Lawrenceville, 
Gecrgia, drove his 1960 white Oldsmobile tc 


get his boat trailer, which was in my garage, bo 
hitched to his car. I put a ball on the hitch to — 
his car, put the trailer on and hooked up the 

trailer lights to car. This work took 30 to 

45 minutes. hen pulled the car and 

trailer into th nolia Station which is next 

to my garage on the comer of Hancock Avenue and 

Tnomas Street. While his car was being filled with 

gas, I got a cup of coffee out of a vending 

machine in the station anc Ggpiad something to 

drink. 


“While at the station at around 5 A.M. I saw 
the Chevy II Station Wagon coming sowh on Thomas 
Street ther turning east on Hancock and into a 
space in front of the garage. I don't recall who 


was driving but recall seeing Howard Sims in the 
back seat. 


"I remained in the station with Gg a::: bp 
fir:ished my coffee. I then returned to my garage - 
which was 5 minutes after seeing the station wagon 
make the above turn. 


"As I entered my garage, I saw Howazd Sims 
hollering at Folendore also known as "Horse’ ana 
saying that Folendore ‘should nct be nosing in other 
people's business.‘ Sims had a shotgun in nis 
haxds. Folendcre had arrived at the garage alone a 
short time before while I was finishing the work 


2 on ae trailer. Nothing was said to me at this 
time as to where ‘they had been but when they left 
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arcund 2:30 A.M. they told me they were going over 

to Lackey's house to look for a prowler. Somebody 

said ‘Let's get breakfast' and I agreed. Lackey, 

Sims and Myers got into my car and I drove them to 

the Open House. We all had breakfast leaving there 
about 5:30 A.M. sae 


"We all: got in my car and we drove to the gia 
159% Prince Avenue, Athens where Sims got out to gs 
his car which was parked there. I the: dzrcve Lackey 
ara Myers to my garage and they left for home in Mvers' 
car. 


3 "In addition to Folendore, Claude Bennett and 
De::ver Phillips were at the garage arourd 5 A.M. 
Paillips was asleep in a car in the garage during this © 
time. 


"On that following Sunday evening, July 12th, 
Cecil Myers and Sims were talking in front of my 
garage. I overheard one of them say that thicy 
thought the car that they shan at had gone into ths 
river and missed the bridge as they had not seen iv 

11 the way tack to Athens. At this time,Z gov my 
firss idea that they had killed Penn. I did not sus- 
vest them up until this time because the murder hézd 
cscurred some distance away from Athens. 
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"On Monday night, July 13th sometime after dark 
<r heard Sims and Cecil Myers in'conversatin @ my 
garage while I listexred and they talkei about the 
wm:rder of Penn. At this time they told me that they 
were the ones that shot at the car in which Penn wes 
kilied. I don‘t know which one said what but this <s 
what they .tcld me. Lackey was driving the Chevy II 
with Cecil Myers in the right front and Howard Sins 
in rear. They told me about following th: fem cax 
ut of Athens, a good distance behind and passing iv 
jrst before they got to tke Broad River bridge. They 

fired two or three shots at the car as they passe ard ~ 
at that time thought the car had gone into the TivSs>.. 
Thev drove 5 or 10 miles further, turnes armind and came 
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back to Athens. The reason they thought the : nad 
gone into the river was because they did not > gr 
on the return trip. During this conversation Sims 
said ‘I wonder if that policeman in Colbert recozgrized 
us,* indicating they had seen him going through 
Colbert. I don't know whether this was going up or 
cn the return trip. I know that Billy Smith, the 
Colbert policeman, knows Sims and he may know Myers 
ani Lackey. Smith has worked at different jobs 
around Athens including filling stations which wo.il 
p::t Bhim in a position to lhmow Myers and Lackey. 
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"At this time, I asked them if they had usc: 
snotgun wnich I kept my orfice. They denied it. 
I have asked them this several times sinc? and each 
tims they have denied it I teit that Myers had taker. 
my gun from my office. On two occasions prisr to 
Penn! S murder, Myers had taken my shotgun from i 
cfrltics without rm paresse> s and I have repeatealty 
vOold him not to taks it without me kmevwing it ye 
vime I ict iim take it when the three of them were 
looking for a prowler at Lackey's hceuse. Tne gu. i 
hal in my office on the morning of July 11Ti is sy 
Ithaca, 12 guage, serial number 24266. I had ne 
reasor: tc and did not check for the presence or this 
gun during the early morning hours of July 11th. 
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“The second night after Denver Pnillins was 
viewed vy the FBI, Sims was. at the garage 
nz ‘Zing Pnillips con cerning his interview. Denver 
Ss reluctant to answer Sims and Sims said ‘If I 
uz the creck on this one, there'll be a lot of 
soz:s of bitcnes go up the creek: before I as Sims 
4S also stated since that time that he ard a... 
were concerned over Lackey cracking. 


"This statement consisting of seven vares has 
heen read to me hy Special Agent Sie Lae. 
zi it is true and correct. | 


"/s/ Herbert Guest 
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“Witnesses: 
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/3/ Arthur S. Hamilton, Special Agent, FBI, New York, 
Nev! Yor BS | 
Special Agent, FBI, Oklahoma 62? 


/s/ William J. Watry Special Agent FBI Atlanta, Ga. 
8/6/64" | 


After furnishing the above statement, | kg 

- Lurnisned the following supplemental statement ° the infszr- 
matior. therei: came to his attention subsequent to “the 

. writing of the first statement; 
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"August 6, 1964 
Athens, Georgia 


"I, Herbert Guest, hereby make the fcllowine 
aciitional statement to Special Azents Arthur S. 
Marzilton and William J. Watry of the Fecerai Birew xu 
of Investigation. I had forgotten the inforratt >: 
that follows at the time I fave a statemenvs tc the 
above Special Agents earlier on this date. 
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"Or. Wednesday night, July 15th or Thursday 
might July 16th around 11 P.M., Howard Sims came ny 
sy ~arage = asxed far my Ithaca, 12 fuase, pry 
Sexial number 2426 56, stating that he wanted t- 
some work vom att He ther. told me that if ‘they. ' 
meaning to me F.B.I. agents, found emouty shotgun 
shells where they had been rabbit hunting in Marck, 
1954, ‘they! could match them with the gun. We hy 
heon unting in March near Smithonia.Tiarvation ::0% 
tos far frois wkere Fezun was murdered. He toid ms: te 
come to the house to pick up the gum. Sims has a 
ma SRAnS Shop at his house. I gave kim the gun ari 

we*.t to his house around midnight to pick it uc. 
I did net see him work on it nor do I know what ke 
4ii to it. 


"In spite of this, neither Sims or Mvers have 
adizitted to me that waned took my gun cn the morning 
vl sd 11th. 
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i “The above statement has been read to me by 
Special Agent Arthur S. Hamilton and it is true ani 
corztect. 


"/s/ Herbert Guest 
"witnesses: 


/s/ Arthur S. Hamilton, Special Agent, FBI, New York, 
N.Y., 8/6/64 


/s/ William J. Watry, Sp. Agent FBI, Atlanta, Ga. 
8/6/54" 


It is to be nded that HERBERT GUEST stated he can 
neither read nor write. He is able to identify a few rasic 
numbers and he can write his name but he could not read thm 
vabove statements. Both statements were read to him and he 
Signed them as being correct. 


Herbert Guest also furnished the follewing sioemed 
stateme:1l : 


"Athens, Georgia 
8/6/64 


"I, Herbert Guest, hereby certify that I have 
fuz>snished a statement to Special Agents Arthur S. 
Hamilton and William J. Watry of the FBI son this 
date. I have remained at the Athens, Georgia, 
office of the FBI of my own free will in order tc 
discuss this case further. 


"/s/ Herbert Guest 


"Witnesses: 

/s/ Arthur S. Hamilton, Special Agent, FBI, New York, 
New York, 8/6/64 

/s/ William J. Watry, Special Agent, FBI, Atilaxta. 
Ga., 8/6/64" 
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During the course of this interview, the following 
information was obtained from GUEST and was not included 
im the above signed statement: 


With reference to the possibility that HOVARD 
SIMS,- CECIL MYERS and JAMES LACKEY might have cleaned. 
their shotguns at GUEST's garage on the morning of 
July 11, 1964, HERBERT. GUEST stated he was not aware that 
they did this and they might have done it while he was 
still on the Magnolia Gas Station rame with his custcer, 
of Lawrenceville. GUEST recalled that “HORSE” 
FOLENDORE caire to. Guest's Garage alone pricr to the arrivai. 
of SIMS, LACKEY and CECIL MYERS, ard was at the garar> 
when. they arrived. It is possible tha, FOLENDORE wouid 
- mow whether or not they were cleaning their shotguns at 
the back cf the garage. GUEST pointed out that when he, 
‘QUEST, came back to the garage from the Magrolia Gas 
Static: ramp ani as he came in the front dcor cf the 
farage. he overheard HOWARD SIMS yelling av FOLENDORE ateo=z 
"havin mf his nose in other people's business." . HERBER' GUEST? 
was 3:0. aware cf the reason for this dispute between. | 
FOLENDORE and SIMS at this time. HERBERT GUEST added that 
ais white meclanic, CLAUDE BENNETT, was also present at the 
hacx of the garage at this time and might be ors of 
wauethe~ or not SIMS, LACKEY and CECIL MYERS hac eancd & the 
. Bans ast the back. of the shop prior to the retusr of Gv 


spelen US oF 


, a A i neg 


AOI 52): (SG AS, OOO Ye wit eee 
4 « . ‘ ‘ « »% 
a he : <* as aay? —— 7 . ' 
“ ‘ =) be a ' : : 


peek] ey ai 


\ 


a 
a4,” 


‘et o, * fs o*. “Suk 
7 ’ “! ) ° 46 %. 
*. * ’ or se ee > et ‘y 


. 
ec: 
> 
+35 
.-* 4. " 
| 
- we 

ZT: 
“Se 


WP IG) 6 
+ a an. ae 


: 


HERBERT GUEST furnished the follcwing ih 
of siaselis . | 


Name HERBERT GUEST 
Race White . 
Sex Male 
Nationality American 

te of birth 7/31/27 
Place of birth Hart County, Georzia 
Hair Brown 
Eyes | Brown 
Height » Oe ab ane 
Weight 250 lbs. 
Scars and marks None 
Occupation Mechanic | 
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Home address 405 Clover, Athens. Ga. 
Business address 425 East Hancock Avenue, 
Athens, Ga. 
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- * On August 6, 1964, at 6:00 p.m., HERBERT GUEST was 
arrested at the Athens office of the Federal Bureau of . 
investigation, Athens, Georgia, by SAs ARTHUR S. HAMILTON ard 
WILLIAM J. WATRY. He was advised that he.was being charged 
with violation of Section 241, Title 18, U.S. Code. 


dip te eda. + 
7 ow 
sf ® ¢€ 
. : 


er reemaaaaae ald be ee \ ’ 
Ce 
aoe e 4 " ‘ 
see 4 ‘- 2 % * > , 
Bie CP aa i OE ee 


» ° 
io 
“- 
“= 
-* 
ea 
aus 
Cts: 
* 7 
Fy 
e% 
<""+ 
> +" 
Ase 
aS 
tT 
its 3 
> . e ll 
_— << 
» *. ° & 
ef. 
tee} 
—* s e 
é 4 « 
> “2°. 
ee * 
ss 5 
“s “ee 
eek 
«. 
ye - a . 
: a 
a 
e* 
> =. 
ae 
, - 
{ *. / ¢ 
ij , 
t eta 
+. 
= 
4. 


_ 


on _S/6/64 _, __Athens, Georgia File #__AZ_ 157-788 
' §AS. ARTHUR S. HAMILTON and. , , } 
by WILLIAM J. WATRY - fkrp Date dictated _8/7 /E4 : 


‘This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and ite contents are not to be distributed weer Sx agency. 
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ae Famentinet” Route 3S, Atv. was, sarnished “the followirg 
BRLGpeweaees «2° oo 4: ed +3: 
_€CSEPE HOWARD SIMS wss wiiiiniiied at tke Puritan 
Comisge Miiits as a machinist ar< has been exployed since 
rocimete iy March, 1964, During this erplcyrert, he 
tes kad the occasion to talk to SIMS cn rumerous 
(SGaie-22 249 etated that he recalled SIMS makitg the - .. 
ets.tersnt that he was a manvcer cf the Klan. Ee also rakes 
open staterents regarding his cislike for Negrces az< SIMS 
hes been atsent from his job on numerous occasions since ~~ 
wor 6. 5aCymexe, Tne ecet recer.t absence was during 
THs. C= Cur 610, 1964 


_ 
—“ 
- * 

ts 

~ 

e.*— 
f 

% 
se 


“> 

4 
aed 
2 
-% 
5 
= 
*. 
. > 


as 
" ava < 


a t ’ a : 5 


He reistel 

as iM 2s a gooi mestanic, sn experiencei msckirist, and 

Coes fis work well in the plart and for this reason te ae fh 
Le maintsined on tke job ae 


— 


ie wee? 


7/3/64.’ Apaleche, Georgia: File f. AT 157-788 
SAs | bc apie 
by _Thiases 


Pezrioob 
Thie document ecntatns neither ‘ahiienelihons-e aor > cameientemn of the F Bl. tt ts the property of the FBI “and te Josre? Tt 
your egeacy; & ead ite conteats are act to be distributed outside your are. el bed I, 


ee 
>< ‘ , aS. ~ ‘aot 52 > Soctal eT ae 3 Ropes Ss. 3 ae 


jj? 2. P te -- 
3? vy -: os on :?" “>. + =e wo rr ~~ wee or. ee a eee ee eee © 6 eee oe Oe ee ee me ee mm me * stne...1aka dea enee eb <enene emanne 


‘Dote dictated, 


— ~_ = 


yy FARM ee eee Base eis 


AT 157-788 
FEC ari Je2/kzh:eeb 


Mert? 


Ny 
Tr etn a 
. 


EOF ARD - 

5, 20 has OF = vt sepregatiozist and a stews 
member of che Klar. ‘on ore occs.sion he recalied that some 
Een, wom he could rot cescribe , came to the mill in a pick- 
tp trick, viick he could not describe, ari were talking to ~ 
ST™MS outside cf the rill. During this visit, he overheard | 
tha ocsversatica at which time they were discussing a steeri>t: 
sectica cf azn axtox=cdile, asd he assurez that they were talk- 
ing about a racing cer or some cther related natter inasmick 
es S™S is a racing erthusiast. After these uzknova 
incividueis left the rill, EOWARD , ap eared 13 b¢ 
ca:-rriz> e barrel of a shots 1K. TB PVE Sr ee 
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SIMS on oze occasion stated that members of the . 
Klan carried shotzg-:s but these gurs sare alvays legal ard | 
at lesst 18 inches lcrg., Ee resslled that SIMS has a 12-paxrce 
Goudvle bs-rel sLotgen with exposed harzers, vhich he carries 
in his car. Tie barrel of this gun is sawed off as well as 
the barrel and it kas a pistol type. EOWARD, cre right afts- 
the mill closei, tosk this shotgun out cof kis car ani shot 
at a barrel is the mill yard, eich barrel was approximately 
75 feet froz him. HOWARD held this gun in cne hard at hip: 
level and fired at the barrel striking it vith the shotgus. 
shell; hcvever, the berzrel did not have ary hcles in it fron 
the charge. SIMS has alweys left him with tke impression :- 
that shotguss that were carried by him and tke Klan members ! 
wer>qg wsed $3 shoct at the Negroes 
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related that SIMS is 1 y very “hot a | ae 
iniividusl ari that he gets very rad when you disagree with Te 
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3 S impress te Sal : Wclré>s ard sisters” 
ps zeot azsree with his sctivities gi tat they are not in 
woracsty with him, He stated that he does nct know srything . 
bent SIXS* vite other tha= she dces stste, whea contacted 
s230ut his at sea, thet Le is sick, SiiS* wife worazs at the 
Gsze> z1 Esspitsl im Atters taking car>e cf babies but he does —. 
nos ay 226 is a su>se or a nusse's aite, He recalled =. — 
Sat Sms has mace the stateme=xt that he does rot like tool . 
ani die werk ari this may te the reason ke kas not appiied _ 


| — a job wits a isrger plarzt in tie Athe=s area. He- 


esalled, hcvever, that SIMS statei that he applied for a 
40> st tLe C-s2bers Corpany at Mca-~oe, Georgia, but was not 
hizrei due to his wr eet in ene BAG. 3: ies be aay FT 
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ae Puritan seoéiin ‘Mills, 
Inc..: » &@ Divisicn of Mallison Braided Cord  iaamesery a tert 32 
_—,, rhesncntes the following information: a re et 

"JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, 230 Gilleland shes: pen 

Georzia,. is e=mploycd es a machinist with this company. His 
empioyment records refiect the following information: ._. 
date of birth April 27, 1923; height, 6 feet; weight, 214 | 
pounds; dependerts, 6; Social Security Numter ae * 
wife, BETTY ANN SIMS; employed, Merch 30, 196%. 


SIMS! application for pos2tion wes filed on mereh: 23; 
3, 3954, at which time he listed his draft status as 4-A><:- 
and that he served in the U.S. Navy, receiving an Honorable 

‘ Discharge. His wife is employed at the Athens General =~ 

“Foepital and he listed the person recommending that he — b> . 

Lap secs TOF . position &s Dall His hobbies were ~°-° 97a 
listed as "guns-racing." as @ high school education and_ 
attended one year of a trade sckool and supposedly listed as an- 
instructer at Georgia State. He wes previously employed by . 

H.L. SIMS Manufacturing Company, Athens, stating that it was 
in regard to installation of complete new line of machinery. : 

- He was employed for two years and left the job when it = --: 
expired and received $2.25 per hour. Another employment was 
McCann Mechine Company, Athens, tool end die machinist, ---- 
employed for two months for $2.25 per hour. The third ~~ ~~ 
employment was Quality Machine Company, Athens, as a eee ca 
machinist for 16 years and he left this employment to open. 

. his own shop and received $2.00 per hour. SIMS listed _ 
as references on his application: HERBERT GUEST, Clover 
Street, Athens, a mechanic he kas knownfor 10 years; -=--+-- . 
HAMPTON TURNER, Danielsville Road, Athens, machinist, ~:~ 
whom he tas known for two years; aeRO Atlanta ~ 
Highway, Athens, house mover, whom he has known for three. 
years. re : | | . 
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“ He is not-too closely acquainted with Sims" = 
inas cuch ee he is in th: office a majority py 
the tine; however, SIMS 18 employed in the machine *~~*~’* 
shcp and is acquainted with a Master .--.- 
Mechenic, who livee cn th: nm 8 property. 


iP; mediate boes is 

a yncinéer in Charg= of tht Manufacturing Machine Shop, anc 
" under would be who is the Foreman 

“cf the Machine Shop.- A fellow-employee of SIMS” | 

ay >. —- who works in the Mechine Shop. ay 
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His reccrds indicate 
thet he did nct appsar for work during July 6 through 10, 
1964. SINS has not advised the company when he would be 
off and when he wouldmt show up fcr work, his wife would = 
be contacted through a nsighbor, ‘at which time she would” 
state SIMS wes sick. SIMS is paid $2.10 per hour for a ER 
. 5-day week and it was —_ opinion that SIMS could obtain 


-a job as a machinist et one of the bigger plants in the. :.-.; 


> — 


Athens arza and receive at least $3.00 per hour. inasmuch as. 
SIMS is e Mast<r Machinist and doce flawlecs work. For-: 

. this reason h: could not understand why SINS still stayed: 
- On with the Purit lis, rsceivirg the lesser amount of 
= - 7 Eonsy per hour, sated that it was getting to the <,_ 

point now thet dus to th absentee reeers of SIMS, at may ix 
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| SIMS, Quring his eaployecnt since March, has been ~ 
.&dsent from his jc> on numercus cccasions and this has been 
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be necesser ry to rerlace kf 


the svatersnt, m my Cponion there is som=thing wrong - 

with this man mentally." He stated thet h: did not know Tor 
a fact that SINS wes & member of th: Klan, how:vsr, he had 

+ ard from expisyees in the Mackin> Shop that SIMS has- 

made the statement that he was & 1: mber of ths Klan. 23 
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cr: following investigation was conducted on — 


i, ty Special Agente and -~ 


——e et the Clerke Cs:rt otor Vehicle-..- -- 
ursau, Ciaytcn Street, Athens Agent). t 


advieed that his reccrds reflect. that 
Cecorz = License 14-5650 was issued on April l, 1964, 
.H. SINS, 230 Gillelend Street, Athens, for a 1948;- 
4-door Fre 1¢t sedan, vehicle id«ntification number 
FAA320913. This tag receipt was signed J.H. SIMS, by 
Wt. oH, SINS. The 1953 Gecreia license was indicated 
= 14-7030, Pe on Bessie ate dasa 
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203s lly frox otte> pestte. Ee ststei he uzierstssis that EL¥S 
fe ¢. metre: ¢2 the Kc Kluse ot tet ‘e erast inroivere:t o> 
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30381 rem tut Wlose uszres are Uzk207S to Eir, a>pestel at tke 
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a ststei thst he is not farilier with SINS*' 47 
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28ze ~ Priilirs Boty sui Fenrter SLop oz Wis* AIS SCE Strest is 
Etrexrs, Ee ststei thst ke telieves tist SIMS essosistses witt 
FSR:.ERZ GUEST azi kis bostter, (FXZ) » CUTEST, He stated tint 

Es Las Leszi the + - S2¥S ks2=28 cat at Ccest's Carsge ix Atzexrs, 
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: ens, Georgia, 
advised SAs on July 14, 
1964, that COSEPH HOW d DAVID SIMS, | 
also "known as RED SIMS, who at one time ran for City Council- 
man or is a former City Councilman. DAVID SIMS is presently ba 
On the Cririnal Jury List for Clarke ey Superior Court, 
Athens, Georgia. — “ie: o ee er ae 


. ; x ’ “ 
tS hats + 


‘ 


2 
. 
? 

x 
+4 
x. 
> 


© 


4~ 
Pe tiy ee 


:  —=—=—- 
7. 7 
: ’ *. 
“ . 


ee. *a* @& «tee. 440° oe 
any 


%/ het - 
. , 
° . 


was interviewed since he is a ae: 


né ct: sates working with S$ an “per: e Millis, Athens 32 
on July 14, 1904, by SAs 


ea? 


Ke svated that he is a machinist at the Athena ee: 

&4né a&pproximately four months ago, JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS was — ‘chee 
ecployed as a machinist at this plant. He stated that SIMS «© 
¥Se not well acquainted with him and he knew little of his ..-. 
Hebshy ties, He steted that he did not discuss with SIMS his ns 

Setée effeirs, ar:d SIMS did not confide in him in any way | 
concerning Klan activities, although he stated SIMS had stated 
thet he was a member of the Klan, He stated SIMS was an expert 
machinist and did his work well during the time that he was at - 
rt however, SIMS had many absences and stated he did not know. 

meat caused these absences. He stated that on one occasion, 
SIPS had mentioned that he had been up to Monroe, Georgia, during | 


some racial conflict in that area which took place approximately 
one month ago. 


oe sn that he could a remember SIMS ever ~™ 
mentionin other a involving the Klan, with the ex- 


ception of e above, stated that°e was not a member of 
the Klan, stated that he'felt he knew what the interview 


concerning was all about, and he had :n& knowledge that SIxS 
had been involved in any shooting of anybody, and reiterated — 
that he did not know SIMS to the point where SIMS had given him 
the benefit of his activities in the Klan, He stated that he did - 
not want to say anything that would cause him to be involved as 
accusing SIMS of anything. He reiterated that he did not know. 
if SIMS was a member of the Klan since he had no way of knowing a 
who was a membe the Klan. It was obvious throughout the. | 
interview chat GB) vas uncooperative and hostile, and was not” 
furnishing information that was See in his possession . 
concerning SIMS, . ; | | wy 
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Avtens Harcvare, started a machize busiress iavciviag hes rod: 

— in the Athezs eee ee ees oi ons eee ew “be 

- After s rozimately cze year iz the above bu isizess, .< 
sms ani split and SIMS engagei in other exployres: 
sni firally besaze meh Hot in his own rschine stop busizess _ 
in tie rea> cf his resiceace at 23) Gillilazc Drive, Athexs, 


Georgia, 
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stated that last time he hed seen sus was Sra 
¢urirg a dexczrstratiozn within the recext monutks at the 
Varsity Restsxrazt wher sans was ia the group SORSIEIOS wise . 
tze Ku Klux Elan, : pee 


He stated he kzrevw nothing of the Klaz's activities 
or SIMS’ astivities in the Kian’s behalf, es 
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Scavei that on one occasion, SIMS engagei in az 

stbsequent fight in which SIMS wss stabbei in the chest A vot 
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| stated that SIMS is associate tir 
racing and other cortacts with a 
(Phonetic). ° 

stated that SIMS was kicked cut cf lccal b2< 
racing of [5st rods im Athens sircse he disarmed a local .....:.- . 
‘policeman and drew a gun on this policeza~. : ta, 
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nferviewes at his place o Usiness, } 
anc quested to speak 
gen anc on July 15, 1964. 


oe t+ = « . er-wr nee 
WHER scvisea that he had learned through conversa tions 
@c tre Vareity Restaurant, Athens, that the persons he had __:- . 
~ss7sougiv stated were with SIMS at Atianta for the Klan rally .. 

er July 4, 1964, were tne operator of Culbertson's Service Station, 
157 Washington Street, Athens, and this individual's wife, who .-... 
also accompanied her husband to Atlanta. She is apparently active | 
¥ish her husband in Klan activities. |. | oe 


a ... tated that NORMAN SIMS, the younger brother of . 
SCSEPH HOWARD SIMS, lives in a brick house on the right side of Py 
Cc 


penn iand Drive, Athens, who is employed at Sims Manufacturing | 
-CUszpany, Inc., has disappeared and has not been seen since Friday, 7 
suly 10, 1964. He stated he has learned this from conversaticns 
wivh persons who are acquainted with NORMAN and JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, 


COS « «2:20 that KORMAN SIMS accompanies JOSEPH on 
occasions qd is carried along with his her, JOSEFPE, and his 
&éctivities, which include the Klan. stated that he te- 
iitéves the attachmer.t between NORMAN an EPH is one of a | 
vounger trcether who idolizes his older brother. He stated that 
eithough he is not sure, he assumes that NORMAN is involved in 
Filan activities, extent unknown, with his brother, JOSEPH. 
GED «2:22 that NORMAN is married to POLLY HAMILTON 
SIMS, formerly from Winder, Georgia, who is pre Jy emnioved by 
Southeastern Rubber Comrary. Athens aiahshapree tes 
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3€: Pa ve ai a She - 

.@ the uew Varsity Restauragt was opened on Milledze Avenue, 
there vas picketirg ty both Negro organizatices and the Ku 
Kitx Kian, SIKS was active in this Klar picketing and seeres 
22: tr +k 222 im orgenizizg it, He continuei that SIMS is as. 
me rsciszic a>? meizntairs working equipxert, includirs 

a iatte, st the rea> cof his house, ard does repair w-rk for 
mary c= the crivers who participate in races iz the Athezs 


sree, He etatei trat,in his re SmuS + oe of Goirg- 
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. —_ * This investi ation was conducted ty — bre ‘ 
WD ana eas July 16, 1964: -- 
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paeerts ined that there were three illegal whiskey stille: belies 
operating in the Kadison County area, which stills had been f°" 
raided by law enforcement officers. He etated one of these’ 
stills vas rot in operatioz as of the time of the raid and the one 
bootleggers were aware that someore obviously vas informing ore 
on the location of the stills. Apparently, the informant's -.. 
identity was know: to the bootleggers and they were atterpting ~. 
‘to get rid of the inforrer, which informer supposedly drives :cr<° : 
the same type of autom-bile as that of the victim and it is :~: *~ 
possible that the bootleggers mistakenly shot the victim in... 
the Colbert slaying, thinking it was the informer. as iat ep 
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Puritan Cordage Milis,<:P2 
Inc. » AUYPIishes, O*ing ~anivorriation: | ~. oo - ar. = 


wr Records of this company reflect JOSEPH HOWARD * 2% 2." 
SINS worked the following number of hours during the weeks 


ending on the dates indicated: ieee : 2. 


April 4, 1964 hours 
April 11, 1964 . hours 
April 18, 1964 hours 
April 25, 1964 hours 
May 2, 1964 hours 
‘ay 9, 1964 . hours 
May 16, 1964 hours 
May 30, 1964 hours 
June 13, 1964 hours 
June 20, 1964 hours 
June 27, 1964 hours 
July 4, 1964 hours . 


is in charge oi tne machire Peavey ci this company, 
such TT coc: not have SINS punch a tire "elack: 
but, however, ne is mark for his attendan 


ce at th 
machine shop by In this regard , = 
is unable to state w ays SIMS vas missing from wor 


inasmuch as his payroll record would only show the number - ee 
of hours he worked for one particular week and would oe | 
indicate exactly what day he was not at the mill. 


In regard to the above ‘igures I : stated © 


that SIMS did not work during the week ending May 23, 1964, ae 
which woule be May 18 through May 22, 1964, nor did SIMS _ ae 
work during the week endirg June 6, 1964, which would be. - 

the week from June 1 through June 5, 1964, nor did he vork 


during the week ending July 11, 196 which would be days ~3--* 
from July 6 through July 10, 1964. did state 264-5 
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that SIKS did ckew up for werk on the week beginning July ‘3° 
1364, and has worked this corplete week througn July ba 1964. 


rset related that ‘sin visit at this 

cf{fice, he hes ascertained that one 

employed in the office of this mill, upposedly 

6 ronter of the Klan. He stated that in discussing this | 

matter with the female: help in ice, he shebetained | 3 

that these girls have talked to and accusec rey 

being a member of the Klan, a= ey related did rot 
beinz in the Flan. stated tha 
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. tae Tre fol exing investi ation was condacted by | Se 
Ste , ——e at Athens, Gecrgis?” 
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Ee stated he y ee 
~- acgcainted with SIES as both are racing exsthusiasts and oe 
sure work doze on scme of his engir>s by SIMS; however, -thie -: 
> was a nunber of years ago and he has hed ro esscciation sith . + 
him since that tine. He etated SINS' wife, BETTY ANN, vorks oS 

frea 3:3G2 tu. 12:09 at the Athens Hczpital and that they have --. 
eicht children. SIMS appears to be a good father azd is Es 
iuntcrestea in Lis children and tskes care of them as ary _.. 
fathe>. He stated HOWARD SikKS is un excellent gua smith i 
snd had « gun collection at one time azounting to approxizately ; 

59 to 75 gurs which inciuded antique and modera up-to-date . Seige 
girs; hewever, this collection was seen by him ay proximately. 

tee Fearn ag and <t is his ai a eis that — bas acid. 

escue of the gia collection. 
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au L128 ALCL age SIKS has been active in the Klan for ete, See 
approximately one year. In this regard he stated HOWARD -- Riss ? 
SI¥S is a leader and will be aggressive in whatever he ._ : 
does. SIMS aprears to dislike routine work such as=... -::<. a oe 
turning cut routine production material or a lathe but thet , 
anything complicated is a challenge to SIMS. He did Bet *:-> Lie. Me 
- Kkrow if any cf the other merbers of the SIMS family were.2 isk ee 
+ rweebters cf the Klan and stated that the SIMS family is fees 
_. &Ot too close socielly, by this he meant that although they*.~ 
_ sre related axd are brothers and sisters they do rot be 3 a 
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SIMS does have a machine shop *~ ’ 
ed behind bis house and did operate this machine shop doing:=. -.~ 
on autcmobile engines for racing fan enthusiasts. ar pal Ee em. 
ging 9 vere not paying him for his services and for this -.. 
Las -termzinated the cperation of his shop. With the terzi-_- 
ration of the shop, SIMS has more or less dropped out of tke race... 
o field and is no longer closely associated with ——e in the - 
thgas area connected with racing or racing cars. 
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Ee stated he does not know of SIMS making ee out . 
cf Athens other than to go off on deer hunting excursions during 
huntiog seascn. He stated he does not know of SIMS leaving the Athens 
erea for the past three months but related that he is not too close ~—- 
to SIMS and only sees him on occasions when he passes SIMS coming frox 
"ork. - 
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The following investigation was conducted by S&As 


The following information was obtained from the 
Athens Telephone Directory, 1962, and the Credit Bureau o. 
Athens on July 16, 1964, and personal observation of 
residences on July 17, 1964: : 32¢_ 


iia diaeeemeenel surety for JOSEPH H. S1xS on 
Pistol Toter'’s Bond, 


Residence | * ee 
Telephone on 7 
Employment 


Age 
Marital Status 
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Credit reputation 


Automobile 
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Resides in green asbestos-shingle, ranch-type hcusée 
class area. 


Records, Athens City Court and Clarke County Superi:: 
Court, as furnished by Clerk of Court eS 
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July 16, 1964, were checked back to 1940 and were negative 
concerning the above surety. 


- the full nane of QD was obtainea 
through further check at the Ordinary's Office, Clarke Cour.:y 
Courthouse, on July 16, 1964. 
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q#a3s tr.terviewed Dy 
was intervicwed et cfe 
ee... cé Track iocaved west of Athens off U.S. 29. He Lo 
WE iareienes to determine circumstances surrounding the ~ 
allevei takirg «f 2 police officer's gun by JOSEPH HOWARD 
SivM3. He ruriished the following irformation: 


He sated the ir.cider.t involving SIMS which resul%< ° 

iv: SIMS teing barred from further work at the Athens Racez 
Tra 3k gta atcuv.t 1959 to his recollection. He stat ed 
SIMS Was actisg as a flagman and starter at the track ard 
was astcvemptirg to flag all cars in from the track for 
Criver.; canfer=::ce Griver from Atlante ramec << ne a 
first rame beii eved would not stop his «er aA. 
Ayan ‘chs pit area ei ver being flagged in by SIMS Az he: 
wacsed SIMS, SIMS rapped the car with the fizz and 

x Sie tar and attempted to run SIMS cow... 


He stasve2 SIMG t:as a violent temrir end attempt." 
hae ays orficer's gun and did piczk the 
(| gw. Was mever removed from the ¢..15 
of SIMS! azelins he was berrgs * yer: 
at tre track. He stated that 
believed te be asing marcotics al thcugn aupareric 
sed this habit ana is again ratir-e. 


He stated thay he is aware SIMS 
xe Kian as he has seen him pickstir.g 
a2zan% in Ather:s. He stated v.2 one hés ever aioe: 
oe of SIMS and believes this is cu 
2r. He has mever kcown SIMS to drir.k am Sescrite 
sa: who hates Negroes. 
He sSated SIMS is én excellent mecshe::ic ard macs 
Sane driverrt have take: their cars to him for r+pairs ir. 
» past, rowsver resently he seems to be iniifferens to w= 
thi: trade ard is aeprarently devoting all his tim to Ku 
* Kiaz activitiea. He stated that SIMS hes a large fan.’ 
2 he dees uct kuow how he is. presently exprorsing them. 


FSS Sass. Fe’ 
ap aes " 
. sweat rene: Sees 


He Sased that there were ro charges filed agairc‘: 
aio by any law eéenfcrtem+: . 


me:.2 Officer after this incident as 
~ the race track. 
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The fvllow investiravion was coniucted by S&As 
SS on July 20, 1964: ) 
: (e2c 


: Athens, 
hat he is presently employed as 
of Purifiarn Cordage Mills, Inc. 
at. he spends much of bis time at the Athens 
plant. He stated that due to his multifarious duties 
threughout these four plants, He docs not become acquainted 


;, with employees in each plant. He stated this is the case 


¥ athe hae if , & $e —. © Ve art ee Le Sw: »y 
ei Soa “aft -¢ , vt el vo 4 SS 


CU, 


with an employee known to him as JOSEFH HOWARD SIMS. Hs 


. Stated that he understood that SIMS' employment record was 
very bad due to attendance and he was on the verge of beirg 


fiz=ed. He ‘stated this is the only reason SIMS came to nis 

Ssension and he knows nothing cormerning his personal 
acvivities or any associations which SIMS may have either in 
om cuvside the rlanv. 
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a BUREAU Of a : 


: aad alata Athens 
Georgie wae itt erviewed.ca.July 20, 19 ara iurnished. the. bre 


following information: : 


stated that he has known JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, 
known to him as. HOWARD SIMS, for apprcximately three or.four 
years. He stated that he met SIMS at an unrecalled place and 


apparently knew him to be a gunsmith. He remembered SIMS fixed Lb 
a gun for him. Fe 


620 


auras i) YY at d; 


“= « 


Soa «. that he had seen SIMS aling with cthers 
at the Vars.uty Restaurant, Athers, Georgia, some months ago 


at the time integration was being puenea by Negro members of 


the community. He stated that SIMS was carryirg a gun at that b 
time | 7_> 
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stated that he did not know SIMS socialzy b7c_ 
and had only ses him on a very few occasions during the 
entire time that he had kiown him. He stated that he did n2% 
l=:ow where he lives, did not know where he works and did 
not know his aescciates except the fact that he telieves that hs: 
is associated with the Ku Klux Klan since he saw him involved 


in what was apparently Klan activities at the Varsity, previcusly 
mentioned. ; : 


*. 


— * 


SAs and o7e 
by _ ae Date dictated 1/23/64 - 


Thie decument conteine neither recommendetions nor conclusions of the FBI. It te the property of the FBI and is locaed to 
your egeacy; & ead ite contents cre not to be distributed euteide Bs 


1/20/64 _., Athens, Georgia Fite #__ AT 157-788 i 


a = 


~ * > 
“> o> — . > - 
- 


we . * eae: a ma * $a ys: ‘5 z = - 
. eA we We “aed "4° oS Oe Ais"? 6  .0 
pa Seay ens ae nin’? 


-- — 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


me Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. ~ 
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0 euly Sas }9%. 


was 
intervieweid at his place of business, Pic and Pay Sporting Gcocds bie 
Store, 1285 Oconee Street. . 


he sells new firearms and has a: _. 
who takes care of his repair work. He 


stated is a white male ely thirty years cf age, 
whose home is also located cn b9.. 


——_ stated JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS is not and has never 
been a permanent employee of his. He stated he has taken approxi- 
mately six guns to SIMS' home for repair in the past. He said 
SIMS* home is located on Gilleland Drive and he takes his suns 
to his home to repair because SIMS maintains a machine shop at jis 
residence. He further stated that SIMS can take apart any type of 
firearm as well as repair same. He said he was of the opiznion., 
however, that (as a much better gunsmith than SIMS. b 
, 2 

aid he has beer selling pistols since th2 je 
first of tne year and shotguns and rifles for approximatel: th: 
years. He stated he sells guns only on a cash basis and doves init 
have any record of shotgun or rifle sales. L 
t gm 
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IIe said he has never sold sawed-off shotguns t* anvone 
Since he has been -in the gun business for approximately the lari 
five years. ‘ 


GED 2t2t00 he has maintained a record of all pistol — 


Sales since January 1, 1964, and advised he did not mind if th? i.sirt.. 
from this record were copied. He stated the record book ¢-ntains t'- 
name, age, race and address of the purchaser, the caliber of t'i2 
pistol purchased, its Serial Number ard whether it is new or used. 

He furnished a copy of this list which is being r {hm At’ 


Office. Included in t st was the name of 
Athens, Georgia, which noted her ace a. 
ace, white; cnaas a new 25 Automatic, Serial Number ¢c595. 
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d sold about one-half o 
was of the opinion that 
€iiguns to gun dealers. He describe 


oo 


— Ss ne person, a student at the 
University of Georgia, whose father owns a 
hardware store at Augusta, orgia, who purchased some pistols, ~- 


shotguns and rifles and w Athens area frcm 7 
his apartment located one neuen He said he was qe 
selling these weapons last Fa n inter and he was of the , 
opinion (ii' did not have a City License to sell these guns. 


3 He said in the event anyone should come into his 
store looking for a sawed-off shotgun or an automatic weapon, he 
would immediately notify the FBI. 


- _——- 


; | ail Ao 
He furt that last day, July 20, 1564, 
he had talked to who is emalcuwda 
by. the Telephone Company in ens, gia. e advises Geox hin 
O4, 


that he had purchased $1,100's worth of guns on July 18, 19 
s before getting home. 
ederal License to 


as a_white maie, 
30-35 years of age, and e went to school with {Vis Pc 
and her maiden name was Re: 

a he knew of no one who mnignt be connected 
with the killing of Lt. Colonel LEMUEL A. PENN. He further stateca 
he is not a member of the Klan and has never beén, however, 2 7 be 
man tried to recruit him approximately two years ago but he to 3 os: 
him he did not want anything to do with them. 


said he is of the opinion the largest KLAN 

group in Georgia is located in Elberton, Georgia. He was of this 
opiniinn because he used to run a bread route in this area ana 
they would purchase bread for their dinners from him totaling St 
approximately 150 loaves for the meal. He further stated there 2c. 
was a very active Klan group in the Oglethorpe County area. 

GP saic that he is more than happy to cooperave 
with the FBI at any time. 
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Date __ 7/30/64 


Pe 


On July 29, 1964, HOWARD SIMS was located at 
the corner of Chase Street and Prince Avenue by SA ROBERT 
MICHAEL KANE. He was requested to come to the Athens | 
Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation for purpose 
of interview regarding the murder of Colonel LEMUEL A, PENN, 
EFIMS advised that he had a bad migraine headache, and 
“couldn't think straight," and would prefer to report to 


the Athens FBI Office after getting off work at 5:30 p.n., 
ci July 30, 1964, 
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1 
On July 30, 1964, at 6:15 p.m., HOWARD SIMS tele- 


‘Phonically advised SA ROBERT MICHAEL KANE that he had just . 
‘gotten off work and still had a migraine headache. He advised 


that he desired to cooperate with the FBI, however he wanted 
to speak to his attorney, JIM HUDSON, prior to talki 5 < — 
FBI. He stated that prior to 6:15 p.m., July 30, 1964, 
attempted to contact Attorney HUDSON but learned that A" is 
out of town, and will not return.until Monday, August 3, 1964. 
SIMS stated that he would attempt to contact Attorney HUDSON 
and would call SA KANE around 12 noon, July 31, 1964, and 
advise of results.of his efforts to ccntact him. 
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JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, 230 Gilleland Drive, Athens, 


was interviewe cial ents ROBERT MICHAEL KANE, 
and who identified themselves. 
oO. as Spec Agents o e Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


He was advised that he did not have to make any statement ari bo 2 
that any statement he did make could be used against him ina 

court of law. He was advised that he hai the right to consult 

an attorney by Special Agent KANE before making this statement. 
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SIMS stated that he did not participate ir. the 
shooting that resulted in the death of Col. PENN on the momming 
of July 11, 1964, near Colbert, Georgia. He stated tha he did 
not have any knowledge of the persons responsible for this a<-i; 
however, he had his own theories and suspicions regarding chris 

‘matter. He stated that he had heard that four or five stills 
“were put out of business by Internal Revenue Service i:. tune area 
where the shooting took place and that the supposed informany 
responsible’ for the above matter drove the same type of automo- 
bile driven by the individual known as Col. PENN. He stated he 
did rot know where he had received all the information cconce~ning 
the abuve matter concerning the stills. 
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SIMS stated that he remembered thav he 4&:.1 JAMES 

LACKEY, DENVER PHILLIPS, HERBERT GUEST, and CECIL MYERS wets 
standing .talking at Guest's Garage on.Hancock Strect, Athenz, 
Georgia, and that an individual, who he refused to idenvily, 
stating he knew his. identity, came up to this group and toe suic, 
"I don't know what you all did last night but I got myself o..+."* 
SIMS staved that he believes that this person meant tnisv he hac. 
bsen responsible for the death of Col. PENN. SIMS also svutes 


thas there possibly were tw her neople present, one veiif a br 
colored mechanic known as and possibly one oti.er pole 
son, who he had no idea as.to his identity, since he dil nov. 


preclude that another person could have been in the area of thie 
group previously named. 


SIMS stated,concerning the identity of this »p22’sa: 
who had made.the above statement that he had "got myseit one," 
or referring to Col. PENN's death, that "we"(the FBI) had 
already questionei this person and later assented tothe fact 
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that THOMAS FOLENDORE was the person who had made this 
statement in front of the group named above. SIMS described 
FOLENDORE as “a kid™ who on occasions, when he did not have 
money, would ride with some of the members of the local 

Ku Klux Klan, but when he had money, he did not associate 
with them. He stated that FOLENDORE carried a pistol but 
had recently sold it. He stated that to his knowledge, 
FOLENDORE did not own a shotgun. - 

Cocerning the above meeting where FOLENDORE rade 
the statement which he believed to be about the death cf 

Col. PENN, SIMS stated that FOLENDORE had joined a grou st 
Guest's Garage after the group had assembled and was jiscuss- 
ing going to the Open House Restaurant on West Har:icock 
Street, Athens, Georgia. FOLENDORE statedthad he had gone 


by the House of Blue Lights in Athens, which is a Negro 


cafe. .SIMS stated he placed the time of the meeting at 
Guest 's Garage between 4:30 and 5:00 a.m., July 11, 13%. 
He explained that he did not wear a wrist watch ano to kis 
position as a machinist, and he did not keep his itccxes 
watch in repair. Conce-ning the activities prévioc.s to 
this time, (4:30 to 5:00 a.m.), SIMS stated that bk 

of the others were doing theiz own "police work." 


Concerning the “police work" mentimed astove, SiS 
explained that JAMES LACKEY's house on First Street, Athens, 
had teen molested by a colored male scratching or the “oor 
on the night of July 8, 1964. SIMS stated that tc, JAMES 
LACKEY, and CECIL MYERS spent most of the night on a. 
"stake-out" near LACKEY's house. He accounved for these 
activities .by stating that at about 11 p.m. on duly ic, 

1964, and about 1:00 a.m. on July 11, 1964, he and tis cther | 
people immediately above were at the Open House hevit:s 
coffee. He stated that at 1:00 a.m., he knew that HERSER? 
GUEST was also with him, MYERS, and LACKEY. He stvatei thus 
DENVER PHILLIPS may have gone with them to the Open Hose 

on a coffee treak. SIMS stated tha between the hows cf 
11:00 and 1:00 a.m., he may also have picked up his wite 

from the Athens General Hospital and driven her home; however 
he cannot specifically remember this and due to the fase 

that his car was left at the local Ku Klux Klan hcadoquazters , 
at Meigs and Prince Avenue and was picked up by him sumetirs 
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after 5:00 a.m. on the morning of the lith and driven home. 3 
he believes thas he may have called his wife and ask:i khe> 
to get a cab home on this night. 


SIMS stated that after the approximate 1:00 
o'clock trip to the Open House, he, LACKEY and CECIL MYERS 
were sitting around at Guesv's Garage, undecided whav tc 
Gs, when they decided to go to LACKEY! and stake 1% 
ous in order to catch a Negro named 


respect he referred to having troubl 


prsvicusly ar:d ki:ew where he lived and the car tr: 

d=ove so they decided to go to LACKEY's house and dreve 
there in CECIL's station wagon, a 1964 Chevy II stati-n 
wagon. They parked the station wagon around the ccrner 
from LACKEY's kouse and HOWARD went in the cornfield 
behind LACKEY's house, MYERS wens in the brush ciose to a 
dump behind the house, and LACKEY stayed arour.d the Fouse. 
Is was the original plan that LACKEY we:id give ail 
apz>carances teat he had gone to bed; however, 

including LACKEY's wife, and CECIL MYERS’ wife az:i 
children, were at the house and they apparently svayes «ur 
valiking and did not turn the Ughts off in the house. 

He explained that LACKEY's wife had picked up CECIL 

MYERS' wife and children in LACKEY's car and driven trem te 
LACKEY's house. SIMS stated.that he did not know ex27t1l7 
how. mch time he spent in the cormfield near LACKEY'=: 
house and actually fell asleep for a short time.. He 
~scalled thas it was a damp, foggy night and he '.a2 ec yeu. 
véezy cold and sometime before daybreak, he, LACKEY, 45-3 
MYERS got into CECIL MYERS! station wagon and procéeitsl t- 
Guesy's Garage where these three and HERBERT GUEST gv 

tito GUEST's 1961 Cadillac and drove tc the.Open Houss 
Restaurant on West Hancock Street. SIMS stated thay this 
mesting at Guest's Garage was the or.e he previously 
relerrsd to when FOLENDORE came to the group and mads tts 
statemers which he believes concerned the shooving c= 
Col. PENN. 


SIMS advised tha HERBERT GUEST did not like the 
way SIMS and MYERS drove the Chevy II automobils azd | 
consequently GUEST insisted on doing .the driving in his 
Cadillac. He also stated that GUEST did not accompany them © 
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. ta LACKEY's house inasmuch as this was a week exd evering 
ax.l.Guest's Garage is usually busy on week ends and it is. 
necessary for GUEST to stay at the garage. 


SIMS stated that he, LACKEY and CECIL MYERS !:a: 

staked out LACKEY's house, each of them being.at the same 1°- 

Gation as previously explained, between the hours of 1l; er 
PM, July 10, 1964, and approximately 1:00 a.m, July 11,19 


SIMS stated that while he’ was at the 
the time about 5:00 a.m., he was aware that 
(ph) was cooking at the Open House and tha 
name uz:kaewn) was the waitress. He stated tM. * be 
Cus 


pore city Bg p Mow were at the Open 
elieves it was either oz 
He statdd that other psople were av. the 


en House. and remembered that a Post Office emrloyee who he 
has known casually by sight for the lastten or fifteen years, 
was at the Open House, He described this white man as actives 
an the race track rear Athens, ard had done work on this 
posval employee's car. He recalled he drove Ca #3 and Wrx-c 
around the G & G Garage, then located on Thomas Sarees r ba 
Athens. He DSelieved GROVER EPPS, proprietor of the Open 
House, was there but that he wae asleep in an axtomobile oute 
side the restaurant as he was tempved to wake him but did now. 


Concerning the people who were_at Guesv's Gazage on b 
the morning of July 11, 1964, he soc SD « Colozsd 7a 
mechanic, was there. -An unidentiried w . wno had some 

work done on his automobile was there; however, he state? he 
corld not identify the man or automobile involved. He Ss, te 

az. individual known to him as CLAUDE BENNETT was 4&t Guesv's 
Garage sometime during the morning hours. .He svaveid he 

could not fix the times of the previously menticied pispilc 

being at Guese's Garage since he did not have a watsh ari 

time was unimpcertant to him. Concerning the pinpolnving o= 

times they visited the Open House, SIMS recalled on vi:e 

occasion while at Guest's Garage, someone stated, “Goold G2, 

it's 1:30 a.m.," and at that time they were ready to leave 

Guest *s Garage for the Ope: House Restaurant. 


SIMS stated that he believes that DOUGLAS MYERS, . 
brother of .CECIL MYERS, was working at the People's Sezs223 
Station on Oconee Street, Athens, during the hours cf | 
12:00 midnight to 6:00 a.m. He stated that to his kcowleize 
JAMES LACKEY and DOUGLAS MYERS alternate on keeping the 
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station open 24 hours a day and since JAMES LACKEY was in 
his presence during most of these hours, he assumed that 
DOUGLAS MYERS was at the People's Service Station. 


Sa eee art 
bd 
e -) 


SIMS stated that he has a number of guns, including 
shotguns, and pistols at his residence. He stated that he 
has reloading equipment which is presently. located at the 
Ku Klux Kian headquarters at Meigs and Prince Avenue, Athens. 
He stated that he reloads pistol and rifle ammunition. He 
stated that he had purchased from the Pic-N-Pay Store in 
Athens, supplies for reloading shotgun shells;. however, he 
had not engaged in the reloading of shotgun shells up until 
this time. He stated that he also has a double-barreled 
Shotgun with a Damascus barrel which he keeps in his autemo- 
bile, a 1948 Chevrolet four-door. He stated that he cut the 
stock down on this gun and cut the barrel off since the 
barrel was heavily pitted and had a bulge near the muzzle end. 
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Concerning the type ammunition he uses, SIMS stated 
that he cily uses #4 shot in his shotgun which he keeps in 
the car, due to the condition and age of this shotgun. 
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SIMS stated that he had not sold any guns to anyone 
during the month of July and added that he had previcusly 
Scld a pistol, make unrecalled, to CECIL MYERS. He stated 
at this psint, due to the actions of CECIL MYERS with this 
guz:, he regretted doing this. He stated that he also sold a 
pistol t+ THOMAS FOLENDORE, previously mentioned. 
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SIMS stated that he had also sold a 30-30 rifle ts 
HiMP TURNER; however, he had not paid for this gun to date. 


‘deel 


He stated that to his knowledge, JAMES LACKEY has 
a pistcl but does not own a shotgun or a rifle. He stated 
that DENVER PHILLIPS has a shotgun which was purchased fcr 
him ty HERRERT GUEST, his employer. He stated that DENVER 
rHILLIPS also owns a pistol. He stated that HERBERT GUEST 
has sh? possession at Guest's Garage, He siated 
that ne the Pic-N-Pay Store, Athens, wus the 
persea why ha down the length of the barrels on these 
shutguns. SIMS stated that he had shortened the stocks on 
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‘these guns so that the stocks only were pistol grips. 
SIMS stated in this connection that he believed ke was 
ayvare of the requirements for the length of shotguns ani 
rifles, and produced an article from the “American 
Rifleman" with the date on the reverse side of September, 
1964. This article dealt. with the Federal Firearms 
rejguirenents for firearms, chine guns, rifles, shotguns 
and others. 


Concerning weapons carried by LACKEY, MYERS a::d 
SIMS oz. the night of July 11, 1964, SIMS stated that be hai 
a.shotgun and CECIL MYERS and JAMES LACKEY were carzyix-g 
pisvols. - eae 


SIMS advised that he would make available his shot- 


* gus and shotgun shell samples to the FBI on August 4, 


1964, for the purpose of the FBI examining them. 


In addition to the above information, SIMS aivise3 
that sometime during the month of February or March, 1964, 
while unemployed, he spent a great rumber of days at th 
Klavern of the Ku Klux Klan in Athens. While at the Flave>:. 
a telephone call was received wherein the caller asksd fox 
HOWARD SIMS azd he tallied to a person who identifitcd timssir 
&S 
ald, “L'm foOang so Kissa Vu:, a 
you 8.C.b.," av whic me HOWARD SIMS replied, "You're not 
going to kill me, as you don't have .the guts." 
then replied, "Well, I'm going to get me a Ku.Kitxer,~ 


During this week while at the Klavern, nume>ous 
ealls were received fron at which ae 
stated he was gaing to S, -SIMS', wife ard also svatea £2 cq 
"I'll get your kids." oe 


On other occasions he also said he was gcing to 
blow up his, HOWARD SIMS’, house. SIMS stated that he | 
confronted in person about making these tels- 9 
phone calls to an admitted that he had meijde the Cc 
calls. He said also that .there had been similar calis 
made to Klan members in the Athens area. SIMS stated that . 
theese was a telephone call received at the Klan headquarters 
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by .the "EC" (Exalted Cyclops) stating that the Klavez:: was 
going to be bombed at a:.specific time on a date. which he 
cannot remember. He stated that the Klan left the Klavern 
and held a meeting at another place in Athens due to this 
threat of bombing. He stated that there was some 
dissension among Klan members about the holding of the 
meeting some place other than the Klavern because of the 
threat that the Klavern was going to be bombed at a 
specific time. As a result of this dissension, the 
Klavern had a split and now they only have approximately 
75 members; however, all of these members do now show up 
fa meetings. 
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JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS was interviewed at the Athens, 
Georgia Post Office. At the outset of the interview he was .- 
again advised of his right to be represented by an attorney ~ 
by SA ROBERT MICHAEL KANE. He was advised that he did not 
have to make a statement and any statement he did make could 
be used against him in a court of law. He furnished the 
following information: | 
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; response to a questionyertaining to an individual 
named h ated he recalled one person he knew 
named a white male, 25-30 years of age, who had 
four or ve c en and liv he Athens area until 
approximately March of 1964. drove an old model Packard ~~ 


ee :::- drove a Buick Century automobile. He recalled 
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wore cowboy boots and slim slacks and that when he oe 
e Athens area ly vores a 1937 Ford and his wife 


ee 
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still had the Buick. worked for HERBERT GUEST at his 
garage and left during.the night for some place in South Carolina 
" Owing numerous bills in the Athens area. resided near 
" Hull Road in Athens, attended some of the Klan meetings at 
,the Athens Klavern and borrowed Klan robes. from some of the 
Kian members which robes he never returned. He related he 
has not seen since he left in March of. 1964 and desczibed 
him as an "extremist". 
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Regarding a question pertaining to the time he was 
at the Guest Garage prior to going to the Open House Restaurant 
on July 11, 1964, SIMS related that he recalled being at the 
garage anywhere from 15<30 minutes prior to going to tne 
Open House Restaurant for coffee and that they left the Open 
House Restaurant at "daybreak". He recalled that while at the 
Guest Garage, THOMAS .POLENDORE was there but he could not recall 
if FOLENDORE went with them to the Open: House Restaurant. 
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He related that on August 5, 1964, he was talking +t L 
DOUGLAS MYERS, a friend of FOLENDORE's, who is employed at the O7¢_ 


People's Garage and MYERS told him that F icked up . 
CE 5 or 5:15 a.m. and drove S 
c employment. At this time FOLENDORE was ving 


automobile which he, SIMS, thought was a.1954-55 or 1956 black 
Ford 7 © 
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SIMS — that he has lenoun HERBERT GUEST a 
number of years and that he would trust GUEST. .He also 
stated he has known CECIL MYERS for approximately two 
months and that all of CECIL MYERS’ family has been in some 
type of trouble in the past.and he felt that CECIL MYERS 
had a complex in that CECIL believed that people were 
always trying to put him in jail...He related CECIL MYERS 
has the habit of staring at people when he is talking to 
them and on occasions this has made him, SIMS, nervous. 
He stated that the fact that CECIL MYERS carries a gun 
continuously has also made him nervous and related that 
even he, SIMS, does not feel — when he carries his 
pistol in public. 


He recalled that when FRANK CULBERTSON, who 
operates the Culbertson Service Station in Athens, was 
tried in City Court for aarrying a concealed weapon, the 
’ Solicitor during the trial stated that the court was aware 

» that CULBERTSON had a permit to tote a pistol and the 
Solicitor stated that he could carry the pistol anywhere 
in the State of Georgia anytime. This statement seemed 
to impress CECIL MYERS and since that time CECIL carried 
his gun almost continuously. 


HOWARD SIMS stated that JAMES LACKEY is from the 
Gainesville, Georgia area and he does_not consider him too 
trustworthy and that LACKEY works fo 
People's Garage and he, SIMS, does not. 
He said he could not understand why LACKEY has. pro 
at his residence and why the prowlers apparently just 
scratch at the screen door. He advised he was beginning 
to have some doubt as to the authenticity of this information 

- from LACKEY and the fact that these prowlers would continue 

to come back to LACKEY's residence for no apparent reason. 


He also stated that DENVER PHILLIPS' wife continually 
sees colored males around the PHILLIPS residence and that , 
PHILLIPS! wife has in the past shot at some of these supposed 
prowlers and there was some doubt in his mind that she was 
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actually seeing prowlers. He related PHILLIPS does not 

ride with them at night, mainly because he_is working at 

the Guest. Garage and recalled that on their last trip 

to the Guest Garage before daybreak on July 11, 1964, DENVER 
PHILLIPS may have possibly been out on a wreck call and came 

in later during that meeting. He recalled that they went to the 
Open House Restaurant in HERBERT GUEST's Cadillac and that 

after leaving the restaurant GUEST dropped him off at his 

1948 Chevrolet which was parked at the Klan Headquarters. 

From this point he did not know what happened to the other 


members, CECIL MYERS, HERBERT GUEST and JAMES He 
rec ol t. while in the Open House he saw aac b 
—_ of Athens, Georgia and that while.at the Guesi 2a 
- Garage ere were possibly other unrecalled individuals who 

may have seen him at the Guest Garage before daybreak and 

.that one of- these individuals drives a Schlitz Beer truck 

in Athens and owns a 1953 black Cadillac which car he had 

repaired at the Guest Garage. He stated he believed 

he recalls seeing another individual at the Guest Garage whom 

he described as an "014, fat man" who was sitting on a Coke 

crate. This man was wearing overalls and was having some 

work done on a truck he was driving. This person knew HERBERT 

GUEST as GUEST had worked on the truck previously and that. | 

this person saw the shotguns in Guest's Garage and wanted 

HOWARD to obtain a similar gun for him. SIMS further 

related that the only other person he could recall that 

may have seen him at the Guest Garage on the early morning 

of July 11, 1964, was the unknown man who would operate the 

Magnolia Service Station located next to the garage. 


SIMS stated that on July 4, 1964, he and HERBERT 
GUEST attended the rally at Lakewood Park in Atlanta to 
hear Governor WALLACE and Governor BARNETT speak. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF ves (QRrion 


Date August te 1964 


. 


An examination was made of the tires on a 1948 Chevrcias; 
faur.door sedan, bearing 1964 Georgia license 14-5650- This - . 
examina’sion was conducted on Hancock Street in front of the 


United States Post Office in Athens, Georgia where the car was 
parked. 


scotch tape lifts were taken of the tread design on 
all four tires. 


Examination disclosed the left rear tire to be a 
B.F. Goodrich Silvertown. No tire size was observed on this 
tire. The right rear tire was a B.F. Goodrich Silvertown, 
size 670 x 15. The left front tire was a Firestone, size 
€70 x 15. No manufacturer's name was visible on the right 
front tire, however the size was 710 x 15. 


From observation the tires on this car appeared tc 
te recapped tires. 
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8/5/64 Athens, Georgia . 


ot 


File # AT 157-788 
| + {= 
8/7/64 . 


SAs and 


Date dictated 


Thie document containe neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your egency; it and ite contents cre not to be distributed outside your agency. 


SRG ri 


Suche giittne = : a -- ak oe et 
m3, RYE sea ’ Ke pas se Ea eeypenk or Tecariae saa hg 


"A Sepa 


-. * _~* Fr, 
. ’ - “ * 


tnt 


o SF: .-..2 4 oe! AY +” MS (ste . rye Rs -" avis * a a-% 2.7 tx: Ss 7 >: Pe -.°- ae ong OOPS i. ot, an, = 


FD-202 (Rev. 1-28-60) gprs BUREAU OF nvesregproe 


Dete __ 8/7 /E4 


i. 


. JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, 230 Gilleland Drive, Athens, 
Georgia, was interviewed subsequent to arrest.at the U.S. Com- 
missioner's Office, U.S. Post Office Building, Athens, Georgia, 
and furnished the following signed statement: 


"August 6, 1964 
Athens, Georgia 


"I, J. Howard Sims, hereby make the following 
free and voluntary statement to who L 
has identified himself to me as a Specia ent of the 7. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises 
have been made to me to induce me to furnish this state- 
ment. I understand that I do not have to furnish this 

statement and that this statement may be used against me 


a court of law. I have been informed by Special Agent 
f my right to counsel before making this . 
statement. 
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"On July 10, ge I left home sometime in the after- 
nocn on.this date and I do not remember my exact activities 
until abait 8 to 9 pm when I went to the Open House 
Restaurant, on Handcock Avenue, Athens, Georgia. I was 
accompanied by other people but I cannot remember who 

they were. After that time I was in Athens riding with 
other people including Cecil Meyers, Herbert Guest, ari 
others I cannot remember. I was also in the Open House 

ani Guest Garage, Handcock Avenue, Athens. I remember I 
went to the Open House with Cecil Myers and James Lack;. 
and possibly Herbert Guest. At this time at the Open 
House we decided to go to James Lacky's house and place 
curselves around in order to ketch any person who a dis- 
turbed his house for the proceeding two nights. I placed 
myself in a corn field near Lacky's house with a double 
barreled shotgun. Cecil Myers placed himself near a brush 
pile near Lav:ky's house. Myers carried a revolver. Lacky 
was around.the house or inside the house and was carrying a 


revolver. 
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"we left the above residence in Cecil Myers 
automobile which is a Chevrolet II Station Wagon 
1964 model and went to Guest's Garage and proceeded to . 
the Open House with Herbert Guest. I believe that we 
arrived at Guests Garage about’ one a.m. July ii, 
1964 since I remember someone mentioned that it was 
on2 thirty a.m. while we were at the Open House and 
we left shortly thereafter. 


"Herbert Guest was left at his garage and James 
Lacky, Cecil Myers and I proceeded to Lacky's house on 
First Street East Athens, Georgia and took up th ‘sams 
positions that we had before. We arrived at Lacky'‘s 
house about 1:30 a.m. to 2 a.m. July 11, 1964. The 
night-had a heavy dew, it was cold however I went to 
sleep for son time and awakened before day break. 
Lacky, Myers and I assembled, got in the Chevrolet 
owned by Myers and went to Guest's Garage where I Saw 
Herbert Guest, Denver Phillips and Claude Bennett 
aria Negro ae who is employed by Herbers Guess 
at the garage. e we were at the garage .Thomas 
Folendore came into the garage wearhg a revolver ™ 
his belt and stated ‘I don't know what you fellas did 
tonight but I got myself one.' He did not explain 
what he meant and left driving Cecil Myers! father's 
car. Herbert Guest, Cecil Myers, James Lacky and I 
gct into Herbert Guest's 1961 Cadillac ad proceeded to 
the Open House Restaurant. I was not aware of the 
tine however it was still dark. We were in the Open 
House about 30 minutes and when we left it was breaking 
day light. The others dropped me at my 1948 Chevrolet 
wnich was parked at the Klavern on Prince Avenue, 
Athens and I proceeded to my home at 230 Gillelandi Drive, 
Athens. 


Ww Salon Pp. a" sat ato Siete oe a” he ie Sal wy oD6.e Ps to” ad ‘ 
Pn ae tay tL ae. ot ce ee ae et wom ee *l* ae: * te 


as 
* 
, 5" | i /* 7* 
vo’ 


@ *#6%« 


‘ , . 
a” . ? « . 
» @ Pee \ 


en “* « hae . “s . a 1.8 , 
Pai) Ye ? +e Pee ae >: 
. v z bat rae es at aa wR ‘ *s, . Th . *. : . 


.* + . . , 
tare) Ph . 


ye a Tar y 


tite 
tote v4 


P a . 
wR 


“hy, 
- 


ee AY 


> 


NM 
Le 


74 
“S. 

“> 
44: 
+) 
“Sar 
oy" 
“we 
ike 


os, 
a 


a? 
x 


A 
id 7 dt OC LAL 
op ee Ry PSS int 


4. ; ws, ~ s e« 
: rege ~* “~s "- 
*e i *,. 4¢ W 4 
% 7 
ee ho 


‘ 
hs : a UB sag" ‘ 


: eon ye 


Fyn! 


; 
sapien 


+ 
' 


tl perp, 
,» &P, 
‘ ye . 


8 
a 


eet 
“ ae 14.5 
o* Lee? 4 , . 
. e* . Pal hd 
‘ J , 
18.4 s 


Pie we 
‘ he Fes, 
a4 


Mee S cole SPN Oe EF high 


tog 


"when I arrived home, my wife woke up ani asked 
where I had beers however she probably was not aware of 
the time. | 
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"T have read this statement consisting of this | 
Bagge and four other pages and it is true and cortect tc .. 
vhe best of my knowledge. | ; 
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"/s/ J. Howard Sims 
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"“witness:/s Special agent, FBI boe_ 
Athens Ga 


‘ 6% Special Agent, FBI, Athens, 
a. lies 


In addition to the above signed statement, SIMS 
advised that he recalled that at the meeting ¢d CECIL 
MYERS, JAMES LACKEY, HERBERT GUEST and himself at Guest's 
Garage, just before daybreak on the morning of July 1l, 
1964, that when FOLENDORE came to their presence, he, SIMS, 
was cleaning and oiling his shotgun due to the moisture 
which had accumulated on this gun fran it being exoosed 
previously during this night. He stated that this was true 
tras: Gid not desire it to be in the signed statement. 
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SIMS also stated that at the above meeting at 
sane" 8 Garage, FOLENDORE stated that he had heen at th: 


Wouse of Blue Lights, Athens, Georgia, pricr to the time 
that me arrived at Guest's Garage. 
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FEDERAL BUREA!') OF INVE 


1. 


JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS was arrested at 6:02 p.m. at 
1994 Prince Avenue, Athens, Georgia, pursuant to a warrant 
issued under Title 18, Section 241, U.S. Code. 


At 6:03 p.m., SIMS was advised by SA 

VG. :: his right to counsel and the fact that he. did not 
have to make a statement and that any statement he did make 
caid be used against him in a court of law. SIMS was advised 
that no threats or promises would be made to him. | 
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Athens, Georgia 


B/ofe 
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| TI: | Sie was —_ by SA'‘s 
and 


- No record could be located in the name of CECIL 
‘W. MYERS at the Athens, Georgia, Police Department, the 
Clarke County Sheriff's Office, and the Athens Credit 
Bureau, as of July 13, 1964. 


Athens Police Department records did reflect a 
report on a prowling complaint on July 8, 1964, which 
complaint was made by JAMES LACKEY and ERMA RUTH MYERS, 
The address given on this tata was 215 First Street, 
Athens, .Georgia. 
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investigation was by L. 
ooo | NE. rc. 


Records of the University Chevrolet Company, 
Hancock at Pulaski, Athens, Georgia, as made available on 
July 13, 1964, by ‘ese reflect CECIL ¥W. 
MYERS, 764 Jackson Street thens Orgia, on January 24, 
1964, ’ purchased a new 1964 Chevy II station wagon, model 235. 
The serial number of this car was listed as 40235N132307. rn 
Fume 


The color was described as beige. It was equipped with 
seat belts, 650 by 14 black tires, and air-flow heater. 


- MYERS traded in a 1958 Chevrolet Biscayne, 
door sedan, serial number A58A189083. 


four- 


but was unable to recall any of 
1e details or- any information about MYERS. He did state 
that MYERS financed the purchase of the autcmobile through 
General Motors Acceptance Corporation, Atlanta, Georgia. 
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The f ‘investigation was conducted by 
al Agents aa» 


on July 14, 1964: 


, Athens, 
Georgia, stated that she is the owner of the house at . 
764 Jackson Street, Athens, Georgia, which CECIL MYERS 
and his family occupied from approximately the beginning 


of 1964 to approximately June of 1964. did 


not know of the personal activities or the background of 
the MYERS family; other than the fact tht when they 


first moved to 764 Jackson Street, they paid their rent 


on time. 


MYERS subsequently 
move d am June, 1964, on his own accord. He moved to an 
area in the vicinity of Bray's Trailer Court in Athens, 
Georgia, | 


suggested that « Sy = 57 
who occupies a portion of the house at 764 Jackson Street, 


could furnish background information as to the MYERS 
family. 
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Washington County 
Sheriff's Office, Sandersville, Georgia, when contacted in 


connection with background information on THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE, 
advised Special Agents Gy na 

on July 14, 1964, that FOLENDORE had lived in Sandersville, ba 
Georgia, for many years, and was a close associate of DOUG MYERS. -_ 
He stated DOUG MYERS had an older brother whose first narc was 


believed to be. CECIL MYERS. described CECIL MYERS as 
follows: 7 


CECIL MYERS 
White 

Male 

30 

5% Poke 

180 lbs. 
Black 


stated that both the MYERS brothers and 
FOIENDORE are now residing in Athens, Georgia. SD «<< hs 
rad heard that all three of these individuals atte an 
maa Sonee at the Athens Klavern. 


pe 


advised he also received information that Douce ° 
MYERS, his above older brother, believed to be CECIL MYERS, and — 
FOLENDORE were in Sandersville, Georgia, on | Sunday, July 12, 


1964. 


7 ews. qwoyewe = _ — —e i ~*, :. ~°.°* 


Etat ‘etre 


o a a . “Set « . - rw a -o® ot ace 2e* 
ann: > % .** *. rm... - a - 7 : ~ > Y s Ba ~<s _* Bg a > 3 = . -J : é ° «6 a '~ PA 4 ma ¢ > wes: er ts hs 
— > oe. * . aid ee ~2* Cis aie ite fe a ~~ F : ° *a = ~ 22. p » * eo $- «af . a «le -+ =e 


AT 157-788 
WDA: FLC/drm/ jlm 
1 


1964, SA's 
interviewed 
tchcraft, c., 393 Oconee Street, Athens, 
ia, which corporation employs approximately 90 2 
people. He stated that CECIL W. MYERS and his wife, — 
ERNA RUTH MYERS, are employed at Stitchcraft, Inc. 


> 
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An application for employment, dated December 
17, 1963, for CECIL W. MYERS contains the following 
information: 
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Residence ' 169 Dougherty Street, 


Athens, Georgia 
Social Security No. eal bac 
Date of Birth y O,; 3 


u 

Education . leth grade 

Wife ERNA RUTH MYERS 

Children Three, ages 4, 3, and 2 
years. 

last Place of Candlewicx Yarn Mills, 

Employment (Employed for 7 months 
as a yarn packer but quit 
November, 1963 after 
having had a disagreement 
with the foreman) 

Other Places Worked Collins and Aikman, 
Lavonia, Georgia 
(He left there in April, 
1963, after having heen 
employed there fcr six 
months. His home in 
Lavonia was burned; 
details not known) 
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CECIL MYERS was hired at Stitchcraft, Inc. on 
December 30, 1963, and is employed as a Supervisor earning 
approximately $1.35 an hour plus profit sharing. 
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; An application for employment dated December 17s" * 
1963, for ERNA RUTH MYERS contains the following . 
information: 


Residence 169 Dougherty Street, 


; a 
Social Security No. Sell Lo , 
Date of Birth anuary 20, 1941 


Education lith grade 

Husband CECIL MYERS 

Children Three, ages 4, 3, and 2 
years 

Last Place Worked Lavonia Industries, 
Lavonia, Georgia 
(Left in May 1963, after 
having been employed 
there for six months) 

Other Places Worked Apparelcraft, Inc. 
Wrightsville, Georgia 
(was employed there for 
7 months ) 
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ERNA MYERS was hired at Stitchcraft, Inc. on 
December 18, 1963, as a sewing machine operator. She 
is now pregnant and should give birth very soon. 


Gm cc: cr ives CECIL MYERS as follows: 


Race White 

sex Male L 
Height 5' 9" : Fe 
Build Medium 

Hair : Black 

Complexion Dark 


Characteristics Heavy eyebrows, wears 
eye glasses, which the 


m gought from i? 
as <r Athens, Georgia 
Ta. described ERNA MYERS af follows: 


Race White L 2 
sex Female 
Hair Blonde, short and curly 
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Baia does 


Complexion Smooth, light 

Build Heavy, Pregnant; over 
200 pounds and appears 
as though she would be 
heavy when not pregnant 

Eyes Blue (does not wear 
glasses) 
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Within approximately the last month 
observe ERS with a pistol on his hip one even ne in 
Athens, Georgia, at what annesared to be so 
rathering. Te 


570 


eeeneenteiial stated that CECIL MYERS openly avous 
mber of the Ku Klux Klan, having ia ue 
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this time, MYERS stated to that the 
Ku Klux Klan demonstrates but does not take action. 


During approximately the past month, mee 
has observed several Ku Klux Klan signs on MYERS! station 


wagon. These were on the station wagon mately 
one week. 
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The Stitchcraft, Inc. is open from 7:00 AM to 

3:30 PM, five days a week with one-half hour for lunch, 
from 12:00 to 12:30 PM, Monday through Friday. CECIL 

MYERS worked his regular hours on Friday, "sake 10, 1964. 


The plant was closed on Saturday, July ll, 20mg 52 
— not know of MYERS' activity e pk date. 
CECIL MYERS comes to work regularly and when 


first employed there appeared to be capable and an 
efficient worker. However, recentl een 


operating with the effic C thinks bow 
he is capable of, and his of the opinion : 
that this is because he is not getting a proper amount cl’ 


sleep. GE coulc not elaborate on this. 
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considers CECIL MYERS to be a man - 
Who can be easily swayed emotionally and brought to anger 
rapidly. He thinks that MYERS does not have the mental tc 
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1964 


Ss, inc., Royston, Georgia, 


150 iewed +% SA's 
and 


Candlewick Yarn 


| oe —~ Bx 


They stated that CECIL WILLIAM MYERS was employed 
here as yarn picker from February 13, 1959, to September 22, 
1961, and from April 8, 1963, to November 20, 1963. 


His application for employment dated March 18, 


1963, 
‘ Name 
Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Education 


Wife's maiden name 
Previous employment 


Employees he knows 
at Candlewick Yarn 
Mills 


References 
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contains the following information: 


CECIL WILLIAM MYERS 

July 8, 1939 

Crawford, Georgia 

Attended Oglethorpe County 
High School, 12 grades, 

to 1957 

ERNA RUTH BOLMAN 

McAfee Packing Company 

(no address given) as a 
meat cutter, for six months. 
He left this emplcyment 
because he did not like 
living in Southeast CGeorgia. 


a 
address given), tor six 


months as a magazine filler. 
) Pa 


riend) 
fa friend) 


Royston, Georgia, Route l; 


Royston, b 7c 
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=e Royston, L _ 
Georgia, Route l 


Person to be notified 
in case of emergency ERNA RUTH MYERS, wife, 


residence Drine, Apartmentl, 
Lavonia, Georgia 


* he : 
ryt e af. oe, 
: >» . y ‘s 8 


°, 
*4°h 


we, 
Peres 2 

- °? . - 
7 


ue a4 =¢ (aes wot #9 1 4, 
war eek 


Description: 


Race White 

Sex Vale 

Height 29*'10" 

Weight 176 pounds 

Eyes Hazel 

Hair Black 

Peculiarities Right-handed 
Social Security 


number ee 


MYERS was employed from February 13, 1959, to 
September 22, 1961. Although he was a good worker, he was 
careless as to keeping records and consequently was suspended 
for three days. He took offense to this and when his 
three days suspension were up, he did not report back to 
work and on this basis was discharged. He was rehired, 
however, on April 8, 1963, and quit on November 20, 1963, 
after having worked for two hours on that date. The reason 


for his leaving was listed in the records as "did not like 
jam assignment." 


GS «..:-. that insofar as she knew, MYERS 
got along ali right with his fellow employees and insofar as 
she knows, there were no complaints concerning his work 
during the second period of his employment by this company. $2. 


rs ea stated that althoug 
official recor st CECIL MYERS as having quit, 
se o S 


had been desirous of discharging him anyway becau 

tendency to cause race troubles. He stated that he | be 
employs approximately 13 Negroes in his mill and had given ~- 

them permission to make purchases from the concession | 
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stand. One day, just prior to CECIL MYERS' leaving the 

plant, a few of the male Negroes walked through an area in 

which there were white females, on their way to a concession 
stand to buy soft drinks. MYERS took the Negro employees to 

task for walking through the area in which the white females 

were employed and told the Negro males that they should walk 
outside the plant. Althou g happened specifically 
further as to this incident Ai £01¢ that it was sage 
indicative of MYERS’ general a ude toward Negroes and be _ 
felt that he would eventually cause serious trouble within 

; consequently, he was pleased to see MYERS leave. 

wee. of the opinion that MYERS was capable of 

pe m any violent acts. 
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The fo 
Special Agents 


t Royston, Georgia, on July 15-16, 1964: 


EE 
az Royston Police Department, Royston, Georgia, both 


advised that insofar as they knew, CECIL WILLIAM MYERS 
had never been involved in any trouble with the law 
enforcement agencies in this area. 
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investi was conducted by SA's 
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Records of the Clarke County Tag Agent located 
at Crynes Goodrich Tire Company, Athens, Georgia, as reviewed 
July 14, 1964, reflect 1964 Georgia license 14D656 was 
issued January 24, 1964, to CECIL W. MYERS of 764 Jackson 
Street, Athens, Georgia, for a 1964 Chevy II station wagon, 
manufacturer's identification number 40235N132307. 
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Sheriff DEWEY G., SEAGRAVES, Madison County 
Sheriff's Office, advised that he is. not personally acquainted 
with CECIL WILLIAM MYERS and insofar as he knows CECIL 
WILLIAM MYERS has not been arrested in Madison Count 


ing 


Dak at 
‘ 


; wptx 


. e& 4 
Z Pa - ape J sa ° 7 . . “ 
ST noe re 


Ps 
:* 
> 


oF * 


4 


ra 
nf 


%. 
ag 


on 
>? 


oN 
ri 


VaR 
ot * «@ 


NS 
{ 


- hg hy 4 
, 2 ~*~ 


' £5h ve 
- 
‘ 
4° 


a: i *. e* _ f. = * > ‘ 
’ 9 . , = ‘ é " A ‘ P 
’ >. " ° y > 
i‘. . ; Ag ‘ . . 
uw ’ ‘ ‘* ne . ° 


§ && 


= wat: ade Dek A FD 
ASW, RIALS So. bie 


, eo ew . ~~ “em Se - * . “ : ~~ —_ > . se 2 y= > 
vate, ee Pid pase. A SES. ee’ @ wn oe par SS 
5 eat ais PORT BY SR 
aN SPOS RES yu NRA SSR Lb PEERS 
. : : ; -¢ 7 . pe . etn cr ee 
“ er “s *, . - =. - > Shor 2 e : aie .. "s “: 7 ne . a "ee se ‘ + tee ~ 9° c--  ™ s<* 8... “«<.** ~ 5 J : ad 
SI AEE a her Sats 22°). Me > 3208, Se ane etre c= Se J ote, Re pokes pias 


. _—r' es =e eee ee ee _ 


uae ® @ aa 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Zz Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


CX] Deleted under exemption(s) Gow) + bho) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


[_] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


*Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 


as the information originated with them. You will 
: advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[] For your information: 


(4) ~ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
Y- I5873-/¢§¢ D>. B87 od 88x 
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He viewed a group of photographs which included 
three photographs of CECIL WILLIAM MYERS. He selected 
the photograph of MYERS as an individual he has known to 
frequent the Open House Restaurant. He believed MYERS was 
present at the Open House Restaurant sometime between 12:30 2.n. 
and 2:00 a.m., July 11, 1964. He stated MYERS has been in load 
the Open House Restaurant on a number of occasions, and he 
recalled on one of these occasions sometime during the 
middle of June, MYERS was in the restaurant wearing a 
sidearm and while in the restaurant loosened his belt, and 
the firearm fell to the floor. 
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He recalled that on the early mcrning of July ll, 
1964, HERBERT GUEST and HOWARD SIMS were in the restaurant 
along with DENVER PHILLIPS. After careful consideration 
he could not be positive that MYERS was one of the persons 
with the above individuals. 
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Included in the group of photographs displayed to 
was a photograph of THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE and a 
picture of PAUL T. STRICKLAND, He related the photographs 
of FOLENDORE were not familiar to him; however, he is | 
acquainted with PAUL STRICKLAND and did identify the photo- 
graph of STRICKLAND as a person he knows. 
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On 7/17/64 _ _ Athens, Georgia File #__Atlanta 157-788 _ 


: and be 
by 7 Date dictated __7/18/64 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and :s loaned to 
your egency; it end ite contents cre not to be distributed outside on 2 
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AT 157-788 
ROG/kz p/cmp 


lilo ng investi ation was conducted hy 
SAs and eR July 17, 1364: 


AT ATHENS, GEORGIA bra 


Si aniien eee secretary, Clarke County Tax. 
s nat property Tf: : 


» was listed to cne 
The residence at 
a ' 


) 6? 
> property locatec at 445 Meigs Stre=st, and ti5% - 


fullowing terants Llivizg at this resid=:ce: 


A DOUGLAS and FAYE MYERS have beer. residirg ai *-is 
address for approximately cre and a half months, on the 
second floor, with another unknesen couple. Sta. od 
the MYERS are moving from the upstsirs apartmeat saly 17, 
ilvé4, to the dcwrstairs apartment on the right side «cf th- 
building with this other unknown couple. She stated tha: OM 
friienc cf MYERS, ome THOMAS E. FOLENDORE ard wife, er 
moving into the upstairs apartment vacated by MZERS, «.:: 

July 17, 1964, in the evenirg hours. She stated thet FOLEVN- 
DORE eppeared at her residence on July 13, 1964, and gars ter 
vy check in the amount of five dollars, as a down fasrient +--+ 
rer.tal on this apartment. This check was drawn con th: € & $ 
Banx in Athens. She revealed that FOLENDORE was @xr-it«-d <.- 
appear at her residence cn July 17, 1964, arcusd 6:CO p.r., 
+0 further maki: payments toward the reom rent. She stat: ft 
that she supplies water and lights, and that. the te:ants mist 
furtith their can gas service. 


i -:: @ntacted again cn July 17, 1964, . x 
at which tine she edvised that THOMAS FOLENDCRE arppesred ut © 07 


her residence sometime 6:60 p.m. and gave her money for 
ome week's reat, stat-d that the monthly rents! 


for the two rcums rente y LENDORE would amount to $60 ;-r 
Men th . ° 
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AT 157-788 
RGO/krp/cmp 


2.- 


SE she determined from FOLENDORE ba Ss 
that DOUS is employed at the People's Gas Staticn, 
in Athens, however, she is unaware of the location of this 


station. According to FOLENDORE, MYERS works in the 
evenirg hcurs. 


es stated she anticipated visiting 445 Migs 
Street over S coming weekend, inasmuch as she has — 


repair work to do on the residence, and that she would b= 9 
alert for any information which may be of valus to the FEL. 


eee building contractor, was interviered 
at a construction site on Ronson Road hens, concerning 
his employment of suspect FOLENDORE. a that he 

employ<d THOMAS FOLENDORE fcr apprceximately two months in the 
early pert cf 1964, while he was ergaged in a building h 

pre ject located on Brady Avezue in Athens, FOLE ss Im 
capacity was that of a latcrer and accurding to he oi 


stated that FOLENDORE, after leaving his busin¢ss, 
vaine2d a j¢-b as a driver for the Athers Lumber Compeny in 
Athens, ——m and he had Léeard that FOLENDORE became 


married, also stated that he bel E's 
brwther-in-law, whem he believes to be alss 
worked cn the Brady Street project during @ Sam? petioid as 


FOLENDORE. 


te well and he had no diificulty with otrer empicyess 


5 7/ 


: ' ~~ a .. vat e sa, . 
<i > Poe ro oll Tae ime 


ie “* x “Se mire 
a Neg Se Leg PSOE wy aR ae <2 Lage idiaaiiocas ad 


‘m4 « 


<2, dN o4 es Tks & — 
See ene 4 PS he Se I te. fe Sac : f Pet fees te 4 


. \ -" age? te am Sega’ oi*. Be. panty a ibd @ _ 
. . Pe ae owe "+, * 450 


’ 


eed al ~ ‘oe * i” . + 


\* 


Wea 
Mee * Sue 


; 
“ 


PREM: 
eae Ne 


- 


>. 
“2 


fee o> 


4 


Bn 
NY 


Ow ae 


‘ 


"* 
> 
* 
7 
*. 
SS 
- 
a 
Pune 
= * 


Uk at ee 
a r 


4 ® as 
xt 


“2 
by EE 


i of 
rs: eee 


be OE 
1 MR AT 7° 
je oe 
« 6 - 


‘. 
’ 


ae 54 * ot Pe . 
peer Ser Pe a',4%'. 


- 
. 


S 


— 
o 


Ao BB 


vet (tare ’ 


‘ 


An examination was made of vhe tires cn a 13964 
Chevy XI station wagon bearing 1964 Gecrgia license 14 D 65. 


This examination was made on a parking lot where ths 
car was located diztectly across the street from Stitchcratt, 
Inc., 393.QOconee Street. 


~ Examination disclosed this car to be equipped with 
B.F. Goodrich Silvertown tires on all four wheels. Tire size 
was 650 x 14, , a 


It is noted that the ieft front and right rear 
tires. were pretty badly worn with very little tread remaining. 
The other two tires did not show excessive signs of wear. 


A scotch-tape lift was made of the tread design on 
the two rear “wheels of this vehicle. 
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Thie document contcing neither recommendations ‘nor conclusions of the FBI. It 4s the property of the FBI and is ioaned to 
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By communication dated July 27, 1964, the FBI Laboratory 
advised as follows: 


Specimens received 7/23/64 


Kl Scotch tape lift of B. F. Goodrich Silvertown 650 
by 14 tire from 1964 Chevy II Station Wagon own=d 
by suspect MYERS ) | 


Result of Examination: 

The Kl lift containing a tire impression from a B. F. 
Gootrich Silvertown 650 by 14 tire is different from the designs 
found in the Ql through Q3 plaster casts. Therefore, it was dster- 
mined that the impression on Specimen Kl was not made by any of 
the tires that produced the Ql through Q3 tire impressions. 
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The follow investiga end: t Athens, 
AR " Ll r by SAS ana | 


ee 2, 


as a former ne r of ° 


| bee recerrrersee tela that MYERS and his wife and 
children resided in the other half of the residence located 
re this address for a period of approximately three months 


ending abcut the middle of June, 1964, at which time they ec 
moved owing her for approximately 14 menths utility bilis. 


EE ::-:-: she believed that the MYERSes 
. moved int use. the vicinity cf the Bray's Trailer Cam> 
- On North Avenue in Athens. She stated that both’ MYERS and 


his wife were employed ih Stitchcraft Manufacturing Company 
. Located in Athens. 
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stated that she did not become well 
acquainted with CECIL WILLIAM MYERS during the period of time 
that the MYERS family resided at this addrees but that in her 
cczasional convergation with him she learned from him that he 
was a member of the Ku Kiux Klan and she stated that on 
numerous occasions during the period of his rssidence at this 
address he came home from work, ate supper and immediate cy 
left in his Chevrolet station wagon and did not return untii 
2 cor 3 a.m. the next morning. On many of these occasions ehe 
observed MYERS wearing a pistol in a holster on his belt. 


aa «=< that in conversation with Mre. bc 
MYERS it was stated to her that CECIL MYERS was: attending 
meétings. | a 
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AT 157-7": 
WDA skzh 
2. 


stated that she had never knowmtof 
* CECIL MYERS to be involved in any incidents of a racial 
nature ar.d had never discussed this situatic: with him 
- other than as previously stated. 
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AT 157-788 
WDA: FLC:sbb 
fir Nia 


car at Lackey’s house, I parked it down the 
street. I had earlier in the evening met 
James Lackey and Howard Sims somewhere in 
Athens, Ga, and all three of us went to James 
Lackey*s house. We went there because we 
knew thers was a prowler in the neighborhood, 
James Lackey, Howard Sims, and myself stayed 
at James Lackey’s howe until about 5:00 AM 
July 11, 1964 when all three of us went to 

the Open Hotise Restuarant in Athens, Ga, _ I 
remember this because I looked at my watch. 
a. it was 5:05 AM, The three of us had, 
during the evening, left Lackey‘s house 2 or 3 
times and had gone to the Open House Restuaract,. 
I think we went in my 1964 Chevy II however I 
am not sure about whose car we went in. 


"On the night of July 10 and morning of 
July 11, 1964 I did not leave Athens, Georgia. 


"Y did not kill Lt. Col, Penn. 
know who killed Lt. Col. Penn," 


I do not 


After reading this statement and having it read to 
him, MYERS stated that to the best cf his recollection 
it represented a true and correct account of his activities . 
and whereabouts on the night of July 10, 1964, and early 
morning of July. 11, 1964, however, he declined to sign the 


_statemert, 


In addition to the information set forth in the 
statement, MYERS stated that he is a member of the local 
unit of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan in Athens, Georgia, 
and that on the right of July 10, 1964, he met SIMS and 
LACKEY at one of three places in Athens. He identified 
these places as the Athens Klan meetingplace; Peoples 
Service Station, located on Oconee Street; or HERBERT 
oars Garage located at Hancock and Thomas Streets in 

thens. 
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3. 


MYERS stated he had never been involved in any kind 


of trouble wita law enforcement authorities ate 
that he was recently questioned by Se nemeneninel 
the Athens Police Department concerning a shooting into a 

Negro house in Athens, He further stated that he had deniéd 
aD being involved in this shocting and advised he 
had nothing to do with it. 


L2e 


MYERS further stated that he does rot own a shotgun 
and does not have any shotgun ammunition in his poss:ssion 
at the present time, 


MYERS also advised that on Sunday, July 26, 1964, 


he had replaced the tires on his 1964 Chevy II Stationwagon 
with a new set. 
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30, 1964, sis QD, ona boc 
attempted to interview CECIL MYERS in the . 
vicinity of Guest's Garage, 425 East Hancock.Avenue, Athers, 
He refused to converse with the agents. 
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He was wearing a gun and holster on his hip. 
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FD-362 (Rev. 1-38-86) 


Bree FEDERAL BUREAU OF oe ik 


August 4, 1964 


Interviewing Agents met CECIL MYERS in the vicinity cf 
Guest's Garage, 423 East Hancock, and conversed with him in Lis 
1964 Chevrolet II station wagon, which was parked in the area. 


was advised 


by SAs > for he did 
not have tc atement to e in ng ents, that. b7c 


anything he said could be used against him in a court of law, 
and that he had the right to consult with an attorney prior to 
making any statements. 


CECIL MYERS stated that earlier in the evening he had 
contacted his attorney, JAMES HUDSON, and was advised by this 
attorney to consent to an interview. 


CECIL MYERS stated that on the night of July 10-11, 1964, 
he spent the night, beginning at approximately 9:00 or 10:00 PM, 
with HOWARD SIMS and JAMES LACKEY at Lackey's residence looking 
for prowlers. Two or three times the three of then, during the 
course of the night, went to the Open House Restaurant in Athens. 
He copld not recall the approximate time of these trips to the 
Open House Restaurant but stated that the last time they went 
there was at 5:05 AM. He stated that they did not leave the City 
of Athens during the night of July 10-11, 1964, He said that 
he has gone to Lawrenceville, Georgia, twice on Klar business 
but could not recall the dates. He said that he did not go tz 
Lawrenceville, Georgia, on the night of July 10-11, 1964. However, he 


subsequently said that he did not know what he was doing on the nignt ci 


July 10-11, 1964, but thinks that he may have spent the right at 
LACKEY's house looking for prowlers. 


He stated that he did not shoot Lieutenant Colonel 
LEMUEL A. PENN and that he has no personal knowledge of the shoting. 
He added that he had “never seen him before", meaning Lieu=2na:ut 
Cokonel PENN. After making this statement, however, he stated that 
he meant he has never seen Lieutenant Colonel PENN. 


Throughout the entire interview CECIL MYERS was wearirg 
a revolver and holster. His father and brother, DOUG MYERS, were 
standing in front of Guest's Garage, which was across the strect, 
and they observed the entire interview. 
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CECIL WILLIAM MYERS was arrested at his eae y ey 
See Morth Ave 


ia, at 6:11 August 6, 
ab 


MYERS was immediately thereafter transported to the 
Ur.ited States Post Office, Athens, where he was fingerprinted 


and photographed. 


He was thereafter afforded an appearance 


before United States Commissioner GIRAIRD W. HAWKINS and 
remanded to the custody of the United States Marshal in 


lieu of va5, C00 bond. 


MYERS was booked into the Clarke County Jail at 
Athens, Georgia during the evening hours of August .6, rs 
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CECIL WILLIAM MYERS was interviewed at the United 
States Post Office,.Athens, following his arrest on charges | 
cf Violation of Title 18, Section 241, United States Code, ~ 
on August 6, 1964. | 
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¥ e inte was advised 
by SAs and that he L 7e— 
neei not make a.statement and that any statement he did make 
could he used against him in a court of law. He was further 
edvised that he had the right to consult an attorney prior 
to making any statement. 
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MYERS stated at this time he did rot wish to discuss 
tke charges against him. 
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Following the arrest of CECIL WILLIAM MYERS on Sy 
Avgust 6, 1964, at Athens, on charges of violation of Title 18, 
Section 241, United States Code, a search of MYERS disclosed © | 
the foliowing item located in his billfold: 


Card of the United Klans of America, Inc., 
Knights of Ku Klux Klan. This card bore an 
Outline map. of. the State of 99 gy and stamped 
inside this map was the number »- Stamped on 
the right-hand end of this card was the number 
009. The left end of this card bore a notation 
"Card void After August 30, 1964". 
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Date . 


i. 

At 9:55 P.om., AzUst ae 196+, while otsexr vee 
activities in the area cf €h, i Troy Theater on ths fair: 
thoroughfare in Momroe, Ge orgia, 3 

Situation, Speciat Agents 

and CLARENCE A. RROM observes 4 saighteccolirea. SUE Us-c. 
wagon come from the opposi te Jivectics:: and parx almost 
diagonally acrcss the strest from the Troy Theaters 


On closer cbhservatica: it was dotermined to ke a 
1964 Chevy II, cream colovsd station wecon tearing 19 ran 
Georgia licerse 14-D-056, wiiek hed previously been wsrer- 
tained to be registered to CECIL WIILIAM MYERS, «I Avreors, 
ceorgia. Obhsexzved inthis automctile were HENHERS CIESS, t:.c 
driver, DOUGIAS MYERS, in the freat pacse:rer s<at, HOWARD 
SIMS, sitting in the left ~sa= seat, CECIL MSERS iv: tus middle 
and an unidentified 7. on ie right side or he Scar Stud. 
He was a wiit2? mele, about -lO vears o13, tlena or light sandy 
hair, sharp this: PS i features, ay | Brmearcd e- TO Sf BARS 
svature. 


Noz.e cf tre inaivituals icf the «ar ar:t Wais %.7 
devezmines if tiisy were armisai. They roumatined at °% 
about five minutes and then departs3 oe a side str 
easterly direction. Tey were z.0t Lurtaer cheer. 
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OF PROCESS FOR SUBJECTS 


a.’ ee 
*« @ 
-_/_ 

G. 


a. 


AT 157-788 


— 


+ 


" *-« ae 2 . 
—- wee ae, « jo_—ee. «. 
| —— _ 


on ws © 
_. 


- oe a * - . — — “¢ P - F : es te , ” . aa® fr. ““ «te? Fa ‘ ng w Sd ae eet eey @*t.9" x x 
in “oe AW naa ey”. adh. 28 iN site tee Ry ss oh ee nner? 43 a ee PN a, 3 eee, at ees co Se ¢ Fee 5a wit ay “We eet o' Bee Sore, “2 ie ie SN ae ~ey..’ sad aad Oe he Fe 4 
WAS? Oe ® ae rete tt ay Mohs 32 Se af marie ‘ . Po 


Sal, 


‘ "$3 > ae A . a  s : 
aS +e eR MRE BIAN. Vets? eee ees eh cats BS Bae ree se pee 


batted — + 
” ttt Milian. lili pia Se SR SNR as A aah 


i _ tn TE ae 
~ * e 3 = «.- . «<, | 


me > ar 157-788 
| B uous ty "pic | & 


~s 
> 
‘~~ 


E 


On August 6, 1964, Assistant United States Attorney 

WILBUR OWENS, Middle District of Georgia, Macon, Georgia, 
authorized a complaint, which was filed by SA ROBERT MICHAEL 
KANE before United States Commissioner GIRAIRD W._ HAWKINS, . 
Athens, Georgia. This complaint charged. HERBERT GUEST, JAMES 
S$. LACKEY, CECIL WILLIAM MYERS and JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS. with 
violation. of Title 18, Section 241, United States Code 
in that on or about July 11, 1964, in and around Athens in 
the Middle District of Georgia, HERBERT GUEST, JAMES 8. 

. LACKEY, CECIL WILLIAM MYERS and JOSEPH. HOWARD SIMS did 

. conspire with each other and with others to your complainant 
unknown to injure, oppress, threaten and intimidate members of 

> the Negro race and in particular LEMUEL PENN, CHARLES E. BROWN, 
and JOHN D. HOWARD, citizens of the United States,.in the | 
free exercise and.enjoyment of rights and privileges secured 
to them by the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
namely, rights secured to them by Title II and Title III of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat.. 241, et seq.. ee 
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It was the plans and purpose of said conspiracy that 
the defendants by threatening, injuring, oppressing, intimidating 
and killing any Negro citizens from elsewhere than Athens, 
Georgia, would prevent such citizens from exercising the rights 
secured to them by the afore-mentioned Act. 


That in furtherance of said unlawful conspiracy and 
to effect the object thereof, the defendants JAMES S. LACKEY, 
CECIL WILLIAM MYERS and JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, did shoot and | 
kill. LEMUEL PENN, in violation of Section 241, Title 18, 
United States .Code. ; 


‘ And the complainant states that this sieht is 
- based on a written statement from JAMES S. LACKEY to JACK SIMPSON, 
SA, FBI in which he admitted the offense and implicated the. | 
_ other three defendants. 
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Warrants were issued same date for named defendants. 
Assistant United States Attorney OWENS recommended — 
bond each for the defendants. 
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Details of the arrest are set forth elsewhere in | 
the report. Subsequent to the gg | of each of the named 
defendants on August 6, 1964, acting Unitea 47c 
States Marshal Macon, Georgia, was advised ~~ 
of the arrest ceravion of the defendants in the Clarke 
County Jail, Athens, Georgia. 
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Subjects SIMS, MYERS, LACKEY and GUEST were 
arraigr.ed before U.S. Commissioner. GIRAIRD W. HAWKINS, 
Athens, Georgia, on August 6, 1964. .Subjects SIMS and 
LACKEY were represeted by attorneys VANE G. HAWKINS and 
JAMES E. HUDSON. Subjects MYERS ard GUEST were represented 
by atccrney .JAMES E. HUDSON. 


Attorneys HUDSON and HAWKINS requestec a hearing 


for all four subjects. Commissioner HAWKINS held the date 


of the hearing open to give the attorneys .an opportunity to 
confer with the U.S. Attcrney at Macoz., Georgia, for a 
definite date. Attorney HAWKINS stated he would prefer thd 
the hearing be set subsequent to August 12, 1964. 


Bond was set at $25,000 fcr each subject and in 
izeun of tond, each subject was committed to the custedy of 
wnat U.S. Marshat. All four subjects were incarcerate2 
iz. tke Clarke County Jail, Athers, Georgia. 


| ae: Chief Deputy,U.$. Ma=shal! 
Sficks ~us-e weOrg-a, Was advised by SA baw 


i 
Of pertinent data regarding subjects. 
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Lieutenant JIM CARNES, Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation, advised on August 6, 1964, that he had 
notified Deputy Sheriff H. L. PULLIAM, Madison County, 
Georgia, of the fact that a complaint and warrants 
had been issued by the United States Commissioner at 
Athens, Georgia, on August 6, 1964, charging the 
subjects in instant case with violation of Title 18, United 
States Code, Section 241. He stated that he had further 
informed PULLIAM that subjects had been arrested and were 
in Federal custody in Clarke County Jail, Athens, Georgia. 
Lieutenant CARNES stated that based on this information, 
Deputy Sheriff PULLIAM had applied for a State Warrant 
and mittimus on August 6, 1964, charging each of the 
four subjects with the offense of murder. This warrant 
was filed by PULLIAM before H. C. ECHOLS on August 6, 

1964, at Madison County. Lieutenant CARNES’ stated that 
upon execution of the warrants by ECHOLS, PULLIAM had 
personally delivered the warrants to the Clarke County 
Jail where the warrants had been placed on file on 
August 6, 1964. 


On August 7, 1964, Special Agent ROBERT MICHAEL 
KANE personally observed the fact that these warrants were 
on file and obtained copies which are retained in this , 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


LZ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


(%) Deleted under exemption(s) C XO Kes) Hon) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


[_} Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


* Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


: as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


(-] For your information: 


b. * The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


Yf-AS873- 18¢ \>. F122. + 943 
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vestigation was conducted ty SAs - 


an 
folliowi n 
and on July 13, 1964: 


The following composite descriptive data for suspec 
THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE was obtained: 


Name 

Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 
Complexion 


Scars and marks 


Residence (December, 


1963) 
Enc: Loyment 


sccial Security No. 
selective Service No. 
Selective Service 


Classification 
Marital status 
Wife 

Mother 

Sister 


Brother-in-law 


Brother 


a4 


THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE 
White 


Male 


December 17, i945 } 
Sandersville, Gesrgia 
56a" 

160 lbs 

Brown 

Blue 

Ruddy 

Scar on abdomen from 
gunshot wound 

110 Parkview Anartments 
Athens, Georgia 
Laborer with Jonn Rice 
Constructisn Comrany 


ae 


Married 

SHIRLEY GENE RAIDEN (or 
RAEDEN ) 

ELIZABETH FOLENDORE 
1150 South Harris 
Sandersville, Georgia 
MARIE GUNNELS 

110 Parkview Apartments 
Athens, Georgia 

PAUL GUNNELS 

110 Parkview Apartments 
Athens, Georgia 
RICHARD FOLENDORE 

1150 South Harris 
Sandersville, Georgia 
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Uncle CARL BROOKINS 
1146 South Harris 
Sandersville, Georgia 
(BROOKINS employed Burgess 
Pigment Plant) 
Eighth grade 


laeeneensll Personnel, Chicopee Manufacturing bie 
Company, 11060 East Broad Street, Athens, Georgia, advised from 

his records that both MARIE and PAUL GUNNELS were previously 
employed by his company, however had resigned approximately 

two weeks ago. He noted from his records that the GUNNELS 

FAMILY resided at 193 Parkview Apartments, Athens, Gecrgia. 

DOSTER stated that it was his understanding that the GUNELS 
FAMILY were returning to Sandersville, Georgia. He noted 

that his record reflected no employment of suspect FOLENDORE. 


Education 


. sa Ordinary, Clark County, Georgia, b%e 
made available her records which reflect in Book wept Page 


93, that THOMAS E, FOLENDORE, age 18, and SHIRLEY GENE RAIDEN, 
age 29, were married on March 7, 1964, by Reverend HOMER 

BROWN, Box 77, Whitehall, Georgia, FOLENDORE's applicaticn for 
marriage license reflected his address as being 169 Doughtery 
Street, Athens, Georgia. FOLENDORE's father is refiected as 
GRADY FOLENDORE (born at Baton Rouge, Louisiana) and his 
mother as ELIZABETH BROOKINS (born at Sandersville, Georgia). 
FOLENDORE's parents presnet residence is reflected as being 
sandersville, Georgia, The application for marriage license 
further reflects that SHIRLEY GENE RAIDEN resides at 465 

Meigs Street, Athens, Georgia. She was born Septemer 3, 1543, 
at Richmond County, Georgia and lists her occupation as 
beautician, It is reflected that RAIDEN's father is JAMES 
RAIDEN (born in Bi » Alabama) and her mother as SUE 
EVANS (born in Monticello, Georgia). 


aD 422: Police Department, advised 
Trom her records could find no entry regarding either 
SHIRLEY GENE RAIDEN ¢ TIRLEY FOLENDORE. nor for suspect 
FOLENDORE ee ee 
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4 CR ©: - stated that a review of her 
records reflected no resident by the name of FOLENDORE, howsver, 


AT 157-788 


ae sKzh: jh 


Credit Bureau of Athens, advised 
that her records reflected that no information concerning 


Suspec% FOLENDORE or his wife was contained in her files. a 4 


Secretary and Assistant Tenant 

Selector, Housing Administration for City of Athens, Georgia, 
259 Waddell Street, advised from her records that WILLIAM 
PAUL GUNNELS and wife MARIE GUNNELS resided in Apartment 110 
Parkview Apartments, from May 20, 1963 until February 26, 1964. 
On the latter date and after the birth of a child, JEFFREY . 
the GUNNELS moved to Apartment 193 of the Parkview Apartments. 
Her records noted that the moved from the Parkview 


. Apartments on June 30, 1964, ana their forwarding address 


is indicated as 1150 South Harris, Sandersville, Georgia. b 
Ze 


she did state that only S5lightly prior to the time that the 
GINNELS vacated their apartment she received an anonymous 


wife, living in Apartment 193 with them. 


phene call complaining that the GUNNELS had a ~  Sae 


Cenk ::-: no action since they were already in receisc cf 
Une GUNNELS notice of intent to vacate, 


Reverend HOMER BROWN, Box 77, Whitehall, Georgia, 


advised that he remembers marrying THOMAS FOLENDORE, and 
SHIRLEY RAIDEN approximately 4 months ago in his home. Ke 


noted that FOLENDORE and RAIDEN were not personally known %o 
himself, however, he was contacted by PAUL and MARIE GUNNELS 


to perform the wedding ceremony. He noted that PAUL GUNNELS' 
father, ERNEST GUNNELS, who resides at Whitehall, Georgia, is a 


- former member of the church which Reverend BROWN pastored. 


} 


Reverer:d BROWN noted that PAUL and MARIE GUNNELS witnessed the 
marriage cf FOLENDORE and RAIDEN, He stated that he has seen 
neither FOLENDORE nor RAIDEN since that time. 


The following information was telephonically 
obtained: 


bre 


Drivers License Section, Georgia State 
Patrol, Atlanta, Georgia, advised from her records that 
Georgia license number 3046046 was issued on December li, 1963, 
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to THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE, 110 Parkview Apartments, Athens; - 
Georgia. The drivers license reflected that FOLENDORE is" . 
a white male, born December 17, 1945, 5'7" in height, 160 lbs., 
blue eyes, blond hair. The drivers license is stamped 
"glasses only" indicating that FOLENDORE is required to 

wear glasses while operating a vehicle. This drivers 

license expires on FOLENDORE's birthday in 1964. She noted 
that there were no offenses listed for FOLENDORE. 
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The following individuals and organizations were 


telephonically contacted concerning any record for suspect 
FOLENDORE with negative results: 


Identification Bureau, 
Atlanta Police Department 
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PE SISPECT FOLFNDORE 


"‘e fcllowing investizvaticn was conducted on Jaly 
dy SAs and (iets re eon 


AT SANDERSVILLE, GEORGIA 


°€ Sts fil<e trat THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE has no arrest reco::. 


“ith his as partment. Prom his personal knowledge of FOLENDOF= 
ne advised that FOLENDORE's mother has resided 2 Sande: Svild:. 
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uXimately one year ago FOLENDORE was 5 employed by the 
Washington Manufacturing Company at Tennille, Georgia, for 
. Bhriod of one month. Following that, he was employed for 
2a short length of time Holten Service Station in Sandc- 
ville, Georgia. | 
>: " * ENDORS > S ersleyr.ent, 
"stealing him blind," however s charge was never able to 
be substantiated. pinto stated that FOLENDORE | left 
ita Bando rays tie. area. UNIO a5 ER ember 1963 . ae 
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ee 


Se Washington County b9%— 
Sheriff's Office, advised that he is acquainted with suspect 


FOLENDORE inasmuch as both he and FOLENDORE have lived in Sai: 
vttje, Gccrgiz:, for many years. He stated that a close associat« 
~£ FOLERPSOPRE is VJGLAS MYERS, a white male, approximately ?°, 
5'9", 165 pounds, black hair, who is married to FAY BROOXINS. 


‘ He noted that FAY BROOKINS is a cousin of FOLENDORE. He state: 


described as being a white male 
pounds, ona hair. os © ete bz 


at er 


that DOUGLAS MYERS cea: brother, first name believed t- 
approximately 30, 5' 
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Gee: 2121 that both of the MYERS brothers and ba 
FOLENDO now reside in Athens, Georgia. He stated that he 
has received information that all three of these individuals 
presently attend Klan meetings at the Athens, Georgia, klavern 

and are telieved to be members of that klavern. 


Ls DE that he had also received information bac 
that DOUGLAS MYERS, his above noted older brother, and FOLENDOR?: 


were all in Sandersville, Georgia, on Sunday, July 12, 1964. 
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caused the records of the Washington County } 
Tax Offir: to be searched regarding the vehicle owned by 7 
WOUGLAS WY ERS which records reflect that 1964 Georgia licens:« 
45-1489 was issued on March 28, 1964, to W. C. MYERS, Tennilie, 
Georgia, for a 1955 our-door, Vehicle Identification 
“umber USAG130062. stated that this is the vehicle 
*hich DOUGLAS MYERS operates, is black in color, and that 
7. ©, MYERS, the registered owner, is DOUGLAS MYERS®father. 
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ng investigation was conducted 
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was interviewed fisr CoListts 
* 10n furnished by him to 
fecrgia Bureau cf Investigaticn (CBI Statir- 
sirday afternccn, July ll, 1964, 
» an cutspcken SeCErege j 
‘Sculacad to Sandersville, Cecrgia, from ATnens, t-. 
advised that he did nct make the statencrt 
2~end to infer to that he 
had any knowledge tha jaS present in Athens, 
3 , on daly 11, 1964, and subseguently returned t2> CEarc:.7-- 
ville, Geersia, on the afternoon of th: at date. He aivised t}::t 
-tuis anpears to be a conclusica which has evident!yv heen draw: 
fsom toe inftcrration which he did furnish to 
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pass Pettis the downtown area o andersvills actinz 


- Waa, he cornsidered a peculiaxy manner and furnished this 
information to the Sheriff. CED =: =:-: that die 
<2 the racial cvertcnes of th? incidsen nvolving the slavin 
°1 a N2azro Arey officer at Athens, Georgi in the @€2rly m rr rir p 
Fours >f July 11, 1964, and inasmuch : is ar eztres iF XK 
cutspeken segregaticnist, kas a large collection cf firearms 
ar:1 is known t> be a “gun nut," and has been known to be in the 


At6nS area from time to time, notably at the time that the 
University of Georgia was and based wpon the Chictt 


’ 7 
ne 
wis 


’ 
¥. 


Ws, Xe 
‘Sons Be FTE: 


¢ 
ire 


¥ 
ig 
Ns 


% s 


rT no 
‘e 


™\ 
; 
at 


re 
We 


+ “ye 
5 “~ ‘3 
yrs | 


of s* ' eR vs* 
wz - ‘s 9. 08 

Aas tat 2, i 
ee pes 


Sf Police's observation that was acting ina vneculiai 
wesner when he went through Salidersville on July ll, 1954, 
stated that he felt skculd be ¢snsidere? 
ident at Athens, Ceorgia, since 
to be capable of such an act. Awcsrsi:riy. 
furnished this ir.formation to 
sf the GAlI for such action as was deemed feasible. 
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—— Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


ie. Deleted under exemption(s) boo ma Soe) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


(_] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
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be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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On July 14, 1964, 


oa = Georgia, was 

of and his observations concern 

1964, which information he furnished to ; 
regard to his obse n of I 2 uly , 1964, he advised 
that he observed il pass @ police booth located on the 
i5wn Square in Sandersvil + roximately 5:30 P.M. on Jaly $2 _ 
Ll, 1964. He state | ee driving his red and white 
1956 Ford, and generally waves to the Sandersville Police 
Department officers w! Sing through; however, on this par- 
ticular instance when stopped at the stop light in the 
center of Sandersville, c t ahead and did 

rot wave to or t otice of as he was 


Standing nearby. stated tha e considered this 
action peculiar on S part and mentioned this fact 


ta another officer and subsequently iii 
stated that at the tino 


passed through downtown Sandersville, he was travelinz irsm 
nortr to south on combined State Rsutes 15 and 24. 

noted that State Reute 15 comes from Athens, Georgia 

Route somes from Milledgeville, Georgia, 


stated that he had no knowledge as to 
where vaS coming from on the particular instance on 
Jul 4. He observed that it was equally possible tkat 
could ha ther part of Sandersville am 


to pass at that particul time. L 
stated that he has no infrmation that Guay: pees OQ 
s, Georgia, recently; however, he understands that 


was in Athens at the time the University of Georgia was 
in egrated. 
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stated that his files reflected no 
‘He could furnish no background ipformoticn 


~ » ab: ‘ har h 


arrest for 
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=e 4 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


© Deleted under exemption(s) OYVO + bIOD)) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


[_] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


* Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


} as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


he) * The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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yi he fcllcwing investigaticn was conducted by Skss 
On July 15, 1964 eae Secretary. 
Clarke Cce-ty Tax Office, advised that the records of he-« 


Cepartnert ingic:at 2c prenerty at: 169 soonmes oe rreet b2,_ 
was liste om BT: 
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reia, advised 
that she is the daughter of and thax wie 
her mother is currently not . is = She re. L 
pds that her mother's records indicate that she currently Fits 


-sre“em the propert 169 Dougherty Street to — 
Un: Athens, Georgia, and that this 
. 4ndividual -in “urn Cperaves 169 Dousherty Street as a ri “init: 


-house. 
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> On silky i5, 1964, 

advised that ste does rent the residence lcvated at 169 
Dougherty Stree*. Athens, from and in turr: 
s:ubiets this resider.ce to other inc.vidsals. She adviscd 

that presently sine has only twe families living at this L 
address, the upstairs apartmen®t beinz occupied by THOMAS 7 
FOLENDORE and his wife, SHIRLEY, ard the dcwnstairs apart- 

ment is o:wcupied by a family by the name cf 


With regard to the FOLENDORES, 
that they have resided there since July 3, 
that she understands through conversation with 


that the FOLENDORES intend to move ¢ fe = re 31+ | 
ernvon of July 17, 1964 ti -:.:-: that 
i I information leads ner 0 sat the 
k I mav move in with DOUGLAS and FAY MYERS, former 
residents of 169. Dougherty Strest, and friends of the 
FOLENDORES. She stated that the MYERS lived at her residénce 
‘ until approximately eight months ag, at which time they 
yed to a residence located on Meies Strect in Athens. -—_, 
eee that she does not krcw the house rumber b 
* tempt ts determine this inicrmation. 
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stated that. si.e could not comment in 
any manner conccrning FOLENDORE inasmuch as she has seen this bee 
individual only on one or two occasions and is mt reasonably 
acquainted with him. | 


On July 16, 1964, eee mail Athens 
Lumber Company, 138 Cleveland, advise a EDWARD 


FOLENDORE has been employed by his company as a driver sinte b 
‘gril 16, 1964. He stated that FOLENDORE's normal working y ae 


nours are from 8:00 A.M, until 5:00 P.M,, five days a weet; 


‘:weves, the time may vary somewhat: depending upon the work 
‘ond. He stated that his records reflect FOLENDORE's residenz-«; — 
as being at 193 Parkview Apartments in Athens. | 


eae stated that he was not personall* ac- 
‘84 @AChH FOLENDORE and might nst recognize this individ- 
+f he were to see him removed from the lumber compan:. b2 
‘DORE was hired by the ccmpany's sales & 
and FOLENDORE's immediate supervisor was 
i¢r Of whom might he able to furnish additionai 


concerning FOLENDORE. 


Cu July 16, 1964, Athens 
Lumber Company, advised ivat ne firs ecarme acquainted with 
THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE approximately six months age when bo 
he met FOLENDORE while he was ¢nmolcyed as a laborer for the an 
Jchn Rice Construction Company. He stated that since that 
time FOLENDORE inquired about employment on several occasicns 
and was hired by bim, — in April, 1964. 


ile stated that he was not personally acquaintes with 
FOLENDORE and cvuld not comment concerning him. Ne noted 
that at the time FOLENDORE was empluyed by JOEN RICE, FOLE™ SORE 


descrited as being in his early 20's, slender build with 
c air, ave who drove an older model biack Ford. bic. 


‘ aw: to be quite friendly with another Rice employee wWhor. 
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Ga s-2t ec that he was nct aware of this individua!’ - 
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He stated Th:at 
FOLENDCRE is a good worker and created no discord durins 
tne time that he has been employed by that company. He 
states that FOLENDORE a dire? stly with one other white 
Lvsr and seven Negre helpers, He state that ne has nos 
Ca endus friction between FOLENDORE and the heivers. 
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stated tnat FOLENDORE generally likes tec 
of wnat he states oan be "taken with a gras of | 
twised that the only coment which he nas neara Fe rEsDC hE 
male vonendaa 3 the murder of the Negro near OOSSE FY, Feorzia 


ifm Swy 
Ox, Juiy il, 1964, was to state, "They ought to have shot al. 
diy: ee," 
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svated that FOLEYDORE tesck off from 
eK Tact Reicay, July 19, igés, stating that ne had @ tothe 
sot Gav. se. tat me did nct see Ses. Sa, ! 
Sully 13, 196%, when FOLENDORE repor ted Bony wevk, ier aces he 


dee ose & ray, 


have Say pe as to FOLENDORE's whereabouts during the 
snveivenias pericd,. scated thet POLENDTRE aivissee 
oi. Moi.ay’, ~ Tay 13; cnat he had to attend a Sraetiog” 


Thee’; rviek:t and had informed his wife that he had +o work late. 


advise: 7. FOLENDOHE did not Syecify wnat syre o- 


hesu.s 2 ie was attending, nev dic nave kzrviwledce os 25 
W..8 72.2058, 


Wie: is6c trast FOLENDORE goes not 23.Gcesy 
associate wita any other capluyees at the Ather¢ Lucer G.abat.. 
= s 32e) tres he anpearg to b souainceda with ar inwivic:val 
-as heard calied wric 


he owns oF Oberates b%e 
onee Avenue in Ablens. ica 
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A. 


Date dictated 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your egency; it and ite contents cre aot to be dietributed outeide your egency. 
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not know the correct name of this individu: 
“him as being tz 
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stated that on ccca- 
Sion, when he has been at his brother-in-law's shor, 
McGailiard's Auto Parts & Rebuilding, 425 East Hancodck Street, 
Athens, he has observed FOLENDORE hanging around-the group 
of individuals who frequent Guest's Garage which is located 
immeiiately adjacent to his brother-in-law's shop. 
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e foliowing information: 
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t. gice 


Sie advised that THOMAS E. FOLENDORE appears ut 
their residexce during the evening cf July 17, 1964, to };av 
his advanced rent as agreed. Ske stated that FOLEYDORE rais 
oly one k's rent in advance. She noted that her m.th:r, 
ae returned FOLENDORE's $5 depssit check ts 
; ‘. at the time he paid his xwdvanced rent. 
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. She advised that her m:tzer did rot stop at 
Ereperty losated at 445 Meigs Stree beve, “ver the 
as ralticipat<d, however, she, was at 
addr+ss this morrirg in order fo ccllect tas rent trom 
DOUs ard FAXE MYERS #ho rent tne downstairs apartmrat at 
that address. She advised that she talked suly with FAT 
¥i ERS who advised her that ker husband would stap over ape 


etterneccn ta pay the rent after he had collected his pay cnr 
esi oc orale ti.a¢ she uncerstends that DO. SFERS 
is eI at a gas station in Atnens and works st_might 


since h> is generally asleep duriz:g the day wher 

might stop in at that house. She stated ilat sr- 
Pe i ersocnally seen DOCG MYERS. Ske stated that FA:& 
MYERS is a white female in her early 20's, has dark hair, 
und 7s short and somewhat plump. She noted that Fave NYubi: 
is pregnant and she believes is expecting her Faby in 
Septenter, 1964. 


eam ::.::: that it is her under s vant... $< 
saat DOUG Rs S a brother-in-law livng with hip ss wel! 


ss the brother-in-law's wife and three children. She stat:ia 
t..at she has not seen either of these individuals. She ¢2--= 
uot know the rame of MYERS’ alleged trother-in-law. 
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


ae Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


ie Deleted under exemption(s) Oe) Hb WD) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


(_] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[] For your information: 


w ° The following number is to be used for reference regarding these * sl 
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Ollowin 
and 


AT ATEENS, GEORGIA 


SS Lumber Company, 
138 Clevelar reet, on July 27, 


, advised she observed 
THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE on the evening of July 24, 1964, at arpproxi- 


mately 9:00 PM, at the Magnolia Gas Station, located at Thomas 
and Hancock Streets, Athens, Georgia. She statec ne was cleanly one 
dressed and appeared to be doing nothing but hanging arource the 

gas station. eeeanediand stated that they engaged in generai 
conversation, at wnic me she learned that FOLENDORE was 
married. She revealed that FOLENDORE informed her that he isc 
been married for about three months prior to getting his job 
at the Athens Lumber Company. She stated that she asked him 
what he was doing at the gas station if he was a married man, 
and stated that he should be home with his wife. He remarked 
that if he went home his wife might not let him cut of the 


house. Ra ceahlioal said that she had no further conversatio: 
vith FO One, snasmuch as 


honetic), owner of ihe 
gstction, came to service her car. asked ber if she knev 
FOLENDORE and she informed him tha NWVORE was employed by 


the same ccmpany she works for. She stated that seems 
to be annoyed over the fact that FOLENDORE was hanging arounc 
the station and stated that he was going to ask him to leave. 


vestigation was conducted by SAs 


427 


ba. 


revealed that she again saw FOLENDORE . 
hanging arcund the same service station Sunday evening, July 26, 
1964, at about 9:00 PM, when she went in to purchase gas. Sue 
observed that FOLENDORE looked at her but did not say anything 
nor did she say anything to hin. 
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On July 28, 1964, 
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Athens, Geo 


residing at 445 m 
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IE ee os 
138, Cleveland, ns, Georgia, furnished the following 


information: 


She advised that she is. acquainted with THOMAS EDWARD 
FOLENDORE inasmuch as he is also employed by the Athens L=- o> . 
Company. She stated that on Saturday morning, Juiy 18, 1964, 
aS about 6:30 a.m. she was in the Magnolia Gas Station locet=:i 
¢n the corner of Hancock and Thomas Streets, in Athens, Georgie 
rurchasing gas. She stated that while she was at the statior 
FOLENDORE walxed into the station from the direction of Guest 'a 
Garage, which is located immediately adjacer.t to this Magr.clie 
staticn. She stated,however,that she did not rerscnally 
ctserve him coming out of this garage. She advised that ur<«-: 
meeting FOLENDORE sre commented to him that he wes up <ari:: tr 
the mo~mning,wnereuron FOLENDORE stated SOMBURINE to the efrfict: 
thats he had not yet been to bed. She advised ehe incvired 4s 


:: to what he had been doing to which he replied that he had beer. 


"rartying". Shs noted that at this time FOLENDORE was neati; 
Cr-ese21 ix srorts attire and did not have the acpearance of nsvine 


bésn dvinking. be 


WE =: 2<<0 that she did not sézse arvere is. O25 
campany Of : mor did she sce FOLENDORE in possesfi:> <r 
any vehicle. She advieed that she did not obsiry bs FOLENDCRE 


leave she gas station. She advised that this is the ct.ly .i-<:ia<n% 
wherein she has ever observed FOLENDORE at a please other tran tne 

A‘hens Lumber Company. Shs advised.that she i2 ret well a@°qusintves 
with FOLENDORE nor dces she know ary of FOLENDORS'S assciistes. 


On 1/22/64 


by 


ot _Athens, Georgia 


File #AT 157 -788 
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Date 7/30/64 


1 


THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE was interviewed at the 
U. 8. Post Office Building, Athens, Georgia, and furnished 
the foilowing’ signed statement: 


“July 29, 1964 
.Athens, Georgia 
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"I, THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE, make the 

ollo ee and volunta statement to 
a - 4 
have n ied themseives to me as ecial rg oe 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Irvestigaticn,. 

I have been advised by BP that I do not 
have to make any statements, any statements 
waich I do make can be ussd against me in a court 
of law, and of my right to an attorney prior to 
making any statements. No threats or promises 


have been made to induce me to make any 
statements, 
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"I was born on December 17, 1948, at Saniersvills, 
Georgia. I presently reside at 445 Meigs St., Atisns, 
Georgia. I have a tenth grade education and can 
read and write, 
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“I wish to state that I was in no way involved the 
the murder of Col. LEMUEL PENN on 7/11/64, I do not 
know the identity of the person or persons responsible, 
nor do I have any information concerning the car 
involved or any other aspect of this murder, 


"On the night of 7/10/64, I left the place tiat 
I was living at the time, 169 Dougherty St., Atiens, 
and walked over to the Peoples Service Station, located 
on Oconee, St., Athens, arriving at the station at 
approximately 9:30 pem. The cnl erson at the L 
station at that time was also known Pt 
as Up until 10:00 p.x., and I 
were the only ones at the station. At 10:00 p,n., 
Doug Myers arrived at the station, Doug was 


scheduled to go to work at the station at 11:00 -om. 
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= left the station somewhere between 

12 ii and 1:30 a.m. About 5 cr 10 minutes 
after leit, Doug drove over to the Open Hcuse 
_to get coffee. He was gcne about 15 or 20 mirutes 
and returned with the coffee, Both Decug and myself bre 
were thereafter at the station until abcut 4:45 a.m., 
at which time I left the staticn driving Deug'’s black 
1955 Ford and drceve over to 445 Meigs St. where 1 
picked up , and t-=--°k 
him t>® work at the Athens Poulty Co,, then returned 
directly to the Pecples station, arriving back sat 
about 5:15 or 5:30 a.m. 
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“"] then left the station, again in Doug's car 
about .5:55 aem,. to rick up 
who aiso Lived at 445 Meies. x 
ts work at the Souther: Miil Supply Co., Athens. 
However, when I got to the houss, Mes. Myers stata 
that her hustacd did not think that I was comins ard 
3d walked over to his brothers, D. G Mrexs, Jsskesn, 
St., Athezs, in crde> to ride to werk with kim I 
then returned to the rere station, arriving «ut 
S&bout 6:15 aem,e I tien remained at the siation with 
Doug until Deug got “ef? work at about 8:00 cr 8:55 Lele, 
2/11/64, 
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“All during the nigkt of 7/10-11/64, the cstv 
person that came into the station that I can rememuexr 
was at about 3:30 or 4300 a.m., when a gixl who is 
in her nid-twenties came into the station in a i962 
white Chevrclet four docr. I belicve that Doug is 
acquainted with this girl and she is a waitress at 
a truck stop located on Highway 78, between here ard 
Crawford, Georgia, She stated that she kad just 
gotten off work and was on her way to Atlanta, Cs. 

I. serviced her car while Doug talked with this girl. 
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“J do not remembsr anyore with whom I am acquainted’ . 
coming into the staticn that right, or morning, 
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"TJ have read this page and one other page, 
and these statements are true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge. 


: "/s/ Thomas Edward Folendore 
"*Witressed: ; | 


es es Agent, F.B.I. | 
anta, Georgia, 7-29-64 . bre 
Ties Special Agent, FBI, 

anta orgia, 7-29-64" 


FOLENDORE additionally advised that he went to 
work at the Athens Lumber Co,, 138 Cleveland Street, Athens, 
at approximately 8:00 a.m, July 10, 1964, and was at work 
until 12:00 noon that date, at which time he left work due 
to a toothache and headache and returnel to his residence at 
that time, 169 Dougherty Street, Athens, Ga. He adyised 
that his wife, SHIRLEY, was the only one at his home, .He 
stated that he slept during the afternoon of that date, 
then get up, dressed and ate, and then left the house alcoxe 
at about 6:30 p.m,, to go to the Open House Restauraxt, 
Atrens. He again ate supper at the Open House and left th+ 
restaurant around 7:15 pem. He stated that during tx- tis: 
that he was in the restaurant, he did not see anyone that 
he knew nor does he believe that the waitress there knows 
hime 


After leaving the Open House, he walked to the 
Peoples Gas Station, Oconee Street, Athens, arriving there 
about 7:30 p.m. When he arrived at the staticn, DOUS MYEKS, ° 

were — 

there. He stated that he stayed at the station about an 
hour, then walked back to his home, He found that FAY Ps 
MYERS, DOUG's wife was with his wife and he informed them ' 
that he was going to be at the Peoples station all night with 
DOUG, who was the hight attendant at the station, He then 
walked back to the station, arriving there between 9:15 and 
9: 30 DeMe | 
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Following the period of time covered in the 
signed statement which he furnished, FOLENDORE stated tha* 
he and DOUG MYERS rode around the Athens area in MYERS 


1955 black Ford, They then returned to 445 Meigs Street, 
Athens, picked a lunch and took it. to 
him at the Athens y . ey stayed with him from 


10:00 to 10:30 a.m., while he ate lunch, FOLENDORE advised 
that ke and DOUG MYERS were thereafter engaged in doing 
some washing of clothes at the Washateria, picking up 
DOUG's father from work and returning him home, and cther b 
unrecalled odd jobs until about 1:30 p.m., July 11, 1954, F uw 
when they went to house and picked up his 

1953 maroon and white Ford, 4—door, sedan and returrci to 

445 Meigs Street, Athens, with the vehicle, FOLENDORE 

advised that he and his wife and DOUG and od a, were 


-_—<--- 


going to Sandersville, Geofgia, that day and had stated 
that they could use the 1953 Ford inasmuch as DOUG‘'s car 

was not in good enough shape for the trip. FOLENDORE 

advise'd that all four of them then 1éft for Sardexsvilile 

in this car at about 2:15 p.m. He advised that exroute to 
Sandersville, they heard about the PENN murder fcr the 

first time, on the radio, | 


FOLENDORE stated that he and his wite stayed 
at his mother’s house at 1150 South Harris, Sandersville, 
until about 3:00 p.m., July 12, 1964, at which time they 
returned to Athens with the MYERSes,. 


FOLENDORE advised that he did have a “Pistcl 
Toter's Permit," which was issued by the Clarke .County 
Ordinary’s Office, He advised that his gun was a .38 l 
caliber Webley, which he purchased some months ago for PC 
$5.00 from a drunk whom he met in the men*s room of the 
Greyhound Bus Station, Atlanta, Geagia. He stated that ke 
sold this gun on July 28, 1964, to his uncle, SEER 
Sandersville, Georgia, and he has not yet purchased arnotLér 
weapor. FOLENDORE stated that he had worn this gun cn 
several occasions in public, the only place recalled being 
the Oren House Restaurant, Athens, and that since he had 
the permit for the weapon, no one could tell him that he 
could not. He advised that he had gotten the gun for self 


protection, but he would not state from whom he desired to 
protect himself, 
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FOLENDORE stated that HAMPTON TURNER, Athers, Ca,., 
had signed the bond for him in obtaining the above permit, 
He stated that he met TURNER about three months ago, but was 
not very well acquainted with hin. 


FOLENDORE advised that he met HERBERT GUEST about 
four o: ‘ths ago through his (FOLENDORE's) brsother=i:.- 
eid who resided in Athens until absut a menta ae 
agO, at whic he returred to Sandersville, Georzia. bo- 
He advised that ed to hang around tke Gusst Garac- 
and that FO , also started hanging around ther: 
vith Cie? He advised that he met DENVER PHILLIPS, who 
is a mechanic at the garage, several months agc. He 
stated that he met HOWARD SIMS approximately six to eight months 
ago, also through his brother-in-law, He advised that he ius 
known CECIL MYERS for several years sirce CECiIL is DOUG MYERS‘ 
brothers. FOLENDORE stated that he met JAMES LACKEY approxitatety 


two moaths ago, when DOUG MYERS started workirg at ths Pec, les 
Gas Siation, which LACKEY manages, 


FOLENDORE stated that ke is rot well ac canes ted wath 
any of the abzve individuals and kas no knovledge whats SOT e: 
conceriing their activities, He advised that the abcv 
individuals do hang around Guest Garage much of the tims, 
He advised that he does not believe that he is acquaircted 
with PAUL STRICKLAND, FOLENDORE stated that he dees rot 
kvow wonether the above individuals, or anyone €iss it the 
Atiwens area, owns a shotgun, 


FOLENDORE stated that he is a member of the Ku Kivx 
Kian, having joined here in Athens approximately two months 
ago. He declized to make any cther statements concerning 
o~ser members of the Elan, 


When questiczed concerning an alleged insideat 
in early June, 1964, wherein HOWARD SIMS discImrged & sheoluis 
into the air in crder to frighten a Negro ycuth in tre vicinity 
of Meigs and Finley Street, Athens, and FOLENDORE thereafter 
fired a shotgun directly at the running Negro, FOLENDORE ’ 
denied being involved in or having kncwledge of sucha an Amk dete 
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FOLENDORE advised that he had heard of the 
incident occurring on June 21, 1964, wherein a Negro 
dwelling was fired into with a shotgun, He stated 
that he had ro personal knowledge concerning the 
incident, the identity of the persons resporsible, 
nor was he involved in the incident, He 'stated that 
on that date, he and his wife had accompanied HAMPTON 
TURNER and TURNER's wife, and another uzknown white male, 
JOE (LNU), to a Klan rally at Covington, Georgia, He —_ 
stated that they left Athens at approximately 6:30 p.n., 
and did not return until 12:30 or 1:00 a,m., the fcllowing 
morninge - 


The following descriptive data for FOLENDORE was 


gained through cbservation and interview: 


Race White 
Sex Male 
Date of Birth December 17, 1945 
Place of Birth Sandersville, Gecrgia 
Height 5*s8* 
Weight 160 .1lbs. 

ar Light-brown — crewcut 
Eyes Blue ~ Wears glasses for 

driving 

Compiexion Light 
Scars and Marks Tip of right thumb amputated; 
gunshot wourd on abdomen 
Stutters when excited 
Tenth Grade 


Peculiarities 


Education 
Enplicyment Driver, Athens Lumber Company, 
. - Athers, Georgia. 
Social Security No, 
Seléctive Service 
Number b 2 


Classification 
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SHIRLEY GENE RAIDEN | 
Date of Birth = April 3, 1943, 
at Richmond Ccunty, Georgia; 
Married March 7, 1964, Cissz: 
County, Georgia. 
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Mother ELIZABETH BROOKINS FOLENOCRE 
1150 South Harris Street 
Sandersville, Georgia 
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Brother RICHARD FOLENDORE 
1i50 South Harris Street 
Sandersville, Georgia 
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RACHSEL FOLENDORE 
4259 Scutn Harris Strset 
Sandersville, Gecrgia 
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Sister MARIE GUNNELS 
1150 Scuth Harris Street 
Sandersville, Georgia 
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CARL BROOKINS 
1146 South Harris Street 
Sandexsville, Ceargia 
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Residence 445 Meigs Street 
Athers, Georgia 
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August 4, 1964 


QU t:2002, ceoresi, 
was interviewed at his place of employment, the Athens Poultry 


Company, Barber Street, Athens, Georgia, and furnished the 93, 
following information: 


was interviewed concerning his whereabouts on 
the morning of July 11, 1964, at which time he advised that he 
worked that morning at the Athens Poultry Company. He said 
that he signed in for work at approximately 5:15 AM. When 
questioned as to how he got to work, he stated that a friend of 
his, THOMAS FOLENDORE, who lives at the same address as 
picked him up at about 5:00 AM and brought to work. 
advised that FOLENDORE was driving his, father's car, _ 
a 1955 black Ford, and believes that FO had ccme from ho 
People's Gas Station with the car. He stated that FOLENDORE 
let him off in front of the Athens Poultry Company and. 
immediately drove away. He advised that he does not believe 
‘ that anyone was in the area at the time who could have observed 
,either himself or FOLENDORE. 


. a0) ‘Bec — FOLENDORE had talked b7 


with him Seaeeenine the fact that FOLENDORE had been questicned 
concerning his whereabouts on the morning of tad ll, 1964, 
by the FBI. 
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AT ATHENS, GEORGIA 
oe August 3, 1964, haaemmiadidall Personnel 
, Manager, Athens Poultry Compan Barber ree advisea 
. from his records that cee caren sae bt in for werk F eo 
at 5:15 AM, July ll, 1 is reilected that ay 


_took lunch from 10:00 to 10:45 AM, and terminated wor 
at 1:15 PM that date, 
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> He advised that GR bas been employed in the b 2. 
packing department at the company for the last iwo mor.ths. 
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Date 


nmterviewe:l t7 SAs 
at the Unu:.~ei BStatas 32 st 
ice,-Athens, Cesr-gia, ani farnishes the follexins vignz-3 
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statement: : 4 y 4 


Wry oe eee 


“Auge. 4, LOrit 


A. Ct: AS 5 Lee | o 


. °. ’ - - , 
“ar * ‘ “s a. = ‘. As " 7° ‘ae ; 
oe J ‘ e* ‘a > . ;* * -* P 

bwig? ¢? : * x , , ’ es" ’ oe ° 


"I, THOMSS EDWARD FYOLENDORE. mae 
free and volu:tary statement tx 
who kave identifies 
me evial Apents <f the Fedaral 
. Investigation. I have Leen advised by 
that I dc n-t have ts arnke ary prety “aS, 
statement which I d. »n sake can f.e 
court of law, acd wf my rrchts to an Att °S:.e oO 
making any stutement. No threats ox pvemisas hee 
made to induce me tye make this statement. 
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“I wish t“ state thut the only CELE Sion Fron 
my previous sStateme::t sade wl TPAGLSS | 26 that afte: 
taking to werk on ths morning of 
7/11/54, are stcopred at PRRE ni GUEST 's 
garage wheres I veraired fox abeezt dive or ten minutes. 
To the best of my kreewledge the only persrn I saw at 1 
garage waS HERSERT CLEST. I taiked vith GOLST !rieiiy 
about things in gereval a:.d there was ro talk eoorcerrin 

any action taken apairiust Neexces by “eels cz 
anyone else. 
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“I have read this page and one other page, asd 
these are trie and cervest te the bust of my kacwle tre. 


"/s/ THOMAS EDWARD FOLEDORE 
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FOLENDORE additionally udvised that he new remen>ters 
at about 11:30 PM on July lt, 19C4, while he was at the Be--cples 
Service Station, located on Ovorese Street in Athens, an Athers 
Police Department car with two cfficers in it stupped_in at 
station and talked with himself, DOUG MYERS, zni 
who were all prcsent at that time. He stated tirat he 
not know the identity of these two Athens vificers. 

He advised that at about midnight, July 10, 1c, 

and another Athens Police Department CLiicusr came tuto yt 

ne station in a pelice car and tulkes with the trdiridusn!s 2 

present. ther heit wit! Lys ts 
police car, 
FOLENDORE aéviaed that 


— 


upon FOLENDORE put some air in the: tire. Re Sintan thatt 
is acquainted with himseli and he helieves 
u recall his being there sani having talke? with Rim. 


FOLENDORE additionaily stuted that he camnst now 
recall whether DODS MYERS actzally left the Pesples Services 
Station during the early morning hours cf July 11, 1L9€4, as 
FOLENDORE indicatei ix his statement of July 29, 1964, 
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On August 4, 1964, ye Ma ERS RD FOLENDORE 
was interviewed in the United [ 
Athezs, Georgia, by SAs 
and furnished the frollcewin, 


"Aun. 4, 1984 
z ‘Atheas, G2. 


“I THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDURE do herety muke 
the folowing free end yoluntary staterent to 


themselves tO me && opeciat Agents of tire 


Federal Bureau cf Investigation. I have heen advises 
by SA that I do nt kave t+ make any statement, 

‘that any stateme.t which I dc make can he used aguins: 

‘me in a court c{ law, and of my rights te an hyde 4 
ricer to making any sStautement. N» threats 

five been made tec induce me 1.0 make this S42 


‘yhae only instance curcersit my: Tae 
riding around the Athens, Gecrgia area Slot hi:c 
Niggers’ of which I have any persrtaal kiuceledygs, 
“ocurred two cr more BOr DS age. On that Aocasds te 
was riding in CECIL MYERS’ Chevy i etaticn wage 
with MrskS and JANES LACEES. E was rew at this 
did nvt specifically state to me what they were 
for. It was my understanding f4at we vere pe Gets fox 
a Negr-> man with a white woman, or something altcng that 
line. They did mot state ror did I krow what we were 
suprosel ti de if we fourd something. 


"Mis instasce occurred axvvind 1:06 AM or 2:60 A&M 
in the moruing. We did rst fini anrtnhing and scten gquim 
riding arourd ani JI wernt heme. Desing the time I vas 
ir MYERS‘ car I do not believe be had a shtcttaun in the 
car. J de not k:ow whether sitnher MZERS or LSCKEY had 
their reyvilvers con. JJ did wrt cwo a revolver at tuat 
tim2 ani did ret have one en, 
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"ZT have read this statement ari one other page 
and is true ani correct to the hest of my knowledge. 


, acd. 
pert i. 
or a 


ve 


"/s/ THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE 


wh es 


t. 
. 
Re oa 
- _— - 2 
i 


"Witnessed: 
ti/s/ e ) Atlanta, Ca. 
2/4/64 


Woe 
& ote: 


. r] ~ oe o 
a) 


4 (og a 
Ma's 


12> “- 
Dare 


‘ 
of 


? 


atiacte, 
€/4/461" 


ses yo 
en a o* 

Fe 
.. +74" 


’ 


* 


*s 
*. +’ 
. Ma 7 


in DPA 
aay ess: 
‘ae ce: ‘. 


es 
ne 


4. : , 
e a 


was 
v! oa” 
“7 


4 a 
4 . 
"4 ’ ce * 


! 


“3 

3 - 
th 
re 


Mitre 8 
— ) > 
. ‘4% 
s REAP NF 


we 


ig 
be 


a. a : i 


™ 
< F 
Weare 


‘* 
St 


. , 2 
* 

Poe 
*,*? 


. ty kare 
¥q, hE 


i 


er ow 


* : “' . 
rod ch ae 


: , vy} 
> tik 
00 PP& &: 


a2 
ae 


eS hy 


4 "ape, -_> . . Oy, = “i ea “3 % ‘ye , ae po 4 
= ms * > . : ‘= <2*. . e 
NAR ee ore St: 

: = e ~ -* », e ce oo , id ~ ; 


ai ' 
: .@ # ae r.. 


——_ a 2 ae - -“- 
s > 


poets Gis. tabiee <" FEDERAL BUREAU OF iota 3 N 
ie 


Dete __A2e3t 5S, L961 


- THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE was interviewed at the Federal 
Ruilding, Athens, Georgia. He was advised by SA 
that he was not required to make any statement and that any 574:e2e7 
made by him could be used against him in a court of lay, ard that 
he had the right to consult an alah pricr to making azsv 
statements. 
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FOLENDORE stated that in the past few mcnths he has spexn* 
a good deal of his spare time loafing at Guest's Garage ir Athens. 
He stated that he has nc krcwledge of the murder of LEM VEL A, 
PENN, July 11, 1964, and does not kncw whe is involved ir inat: 
murder. FOLENDORE advised that he now recalls he went te Gacst's 
Garage around 5:00 AM, July 11, 1964, but only recalls set:cg 
HERBERT GUEST at the garage. He was questioned rezardang ‘!:e4 
presence of HOWARD SIMS, CECIL MYERS, and JAMES LACKEY at the 
garage but said he could not recall seeing them there. H+ 
stated, however, it is possible they were there, but io the best 
of his recs llecticn he did not see them. 
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FOLENDORE stated that he had no additional isfersatirr. 
ti. furnish and that all other infcrmaticn in his pessessives: hat 
been furnished during previcus interviews. 
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Dete August 6, 1964 


athens, D2 


He advised that he remembers the night of July 10-11, 
1964, inasmuch as he took his girl to a dance that night. He stated 
that the dance ended at 11:45 pm, July 10, 1964, after which he tock 
his girl directly home. He then stopped at the People's Gas . 
Station, located on Oconee Street in Athens. He arrived at the gas 
station at approximately 12:00 Midnight. He nded that he frequently 
hangs around this gas station at night and socializes with the other 
individuals who hang out there. : 


GER 2 cv ised that when he arrived at ths staticn, W—. 
he observed DO » the night attendant; ths b% 


Assistant Manager, who was engaged in balancing Une bcoks for his 

shift whicn had ended, st Name Unknown ) ; and an individual wha. 
he knews as "THOMAS". iewed’a photograph of THOMAS EDWARD 
FOLENDORE and_ a is is the individual he knows as "THOMAS". 
With regard to e Unknown), he stated that this individuai 
is’a friend of and hangs around the station quite 
frequently. He describe as being a white male, about twenty-eight 
years of age, who lives in a trailer park located on the left cf the 
WinsServill2 Road as you are travelling toward the airport. He stated 
that lives in re ae ee | bis trailer park. 
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Georgia; furnished the following information: 
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—_! advised that they had intended to zo to the 
Open House Restaurant to get something to eat but Gwas not yes 


through checking his books ‘e therefore, told them to » ahead ano 
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he would b2 up there later. stated that he and then went 
to the Open House, arriving there about 1:00 am, July 11, 1964. He 
advised that he and oo RS c= Open House about forty-fiv:. b 
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minutes, duri hi ime came in, drank a glass or milk, and 
ur Sar He and (jij chen returned directly to the People! tation. 


stated when they go the station DOUG 
and FOLENDORE were there. dvised that stayed a fex 
minutes talking with the others £ the station to go home. 
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He stated that at about 2:00 am, Ge: 
Athens, Georgia, Police artment Officers, ca the station 
in the police car. aoe Se talking with those present 
at the station until about 2:15 am or 2:20 am at which time they 


got a call dio to investigate a prowler in the 
of residence, Carr Street, Athens. 
ths cers left to answer this call, he and 


them in § car. He advised that they went to 
ere ile the officers talked with 
left the scene when the officers did an | cock Gay 
ctly home. dvised that he got home at about ¢:3¢ am 
and went direct Oo bed, 


*.% .. 4* 

- . " 
pe gees te WS Mea 

: ee Jef." *, “43 
s* dele a » 7 * 


by ee yd Rhees 


% ot a\ “90 
’ & Ln ‘g ef 
, , nf af 


“Bde 
"Of | 


= ; 
* 


4. 3 ” me.’ 
, . an : aC 
Y . i” ‘ *? 
» Sf J ** 4 


ues 
SM f ‘Fre * 


a 


. : <. “@ 
: feos " 


AS iy 
oS be 
od them. 


ak 
8 
. ° 


14 tee a 4 


a i 


’ ce io 8 Yo Rs acto o, net oy ? 


Sec pe SSeS Re nt the OF eS 


'. = "a . «~ > — 7, . _ - - ~ - > .-* 
- , es Be. ams. ©. of? “Ot Ga ae a : a Sle” TEE 
4 a :: , - Pad . ——" - °. ~~. ™ © aA, . Wz ~~ 
-* == ao? - — oe - eee Ty Oe s etch la ®-* > = Re o-=* Se a ifr “© }y > 


‘oe 


1, * - “- 


AT 157-788 : 
R20/DBG/kerp | | & 


s ip — ‘« , 
edt oom? +? oe, . « r 


6, ° aff: ‘at ’ . 


i 
.r 


_” «ws 
followir, ve on was conducted by SAs | 
and in ar. effort to verify bn 

e whereabouts of T | DORE during the right -= 
July 10-11, 1964: ... ig a I i gi 
; AT ATHENS, GEORGIA 


August 5, i96h, Cas --< Cay 
ES Athens Police Department, advised that they 
~emember e¢ incident ev stopped at the Fecpic's Gas 
‘Station and picked up took him tc the Ope>: 
“Bouse Restaurant at about 1:30 a.m., July 11, 1964, ther. 
returned him to the station. The officers advised that whey 
‘cculd not remember who was present at the People's Gas Stsaticr. 
at the times.they were there. Both stated that they did not ba 
k~.ow THOMAS FOLENDORE and, after viewing a photograph of 
FOLENDORE, advised that they did not reccgnize this individual. 
Wien questioned concerning someone menticning a low tire cr. 
tre me rar, wWnile they were in the svation after returnt-.z 
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wit. from the Open House, both officers stated tnd vhsv 
Cii remsner such an incident; however, they did not remember 
ano put air in ths tire at the station. 
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On the same date, and ie 
aaa thens Police Depatument, ad’ that they svor 
st ay ths People's Gas Station at various times when ther ars 
on patrol during the night. They stated thay they could nov Loe 
ssy whether they were in the station during the early morning 
hours of July 11, 1964, or not, and therefore had no k:cwleice 
us to the identities of the individuals who might have heen av 
the station ont date. After viewing a photograph of 
wedi that he does nt recognizs +t 

ir:dividual. - advised that this individual 
resemble sone one om he has seen hanging aroun the stav 
bus he could not state when he had seen rim there. 
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THOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE was interviewed in the U.S. 


Post Office Building, -Athens, ener and furnished the 
followsng signed statement: 


“Aug. 6, 1964 
Athens, Ga. 


"I, Thomas Edward Folendore wing 
frec ard ry statement to and 
who have identified themseives to 
i 


S Spec f the F.B.I. I havebeen 
advised by that I do.not have to make any 
statements, any statements which I do make can © 


be used against me in a court of law, and of my 

right to an attorney prior to making any statements. 
No threats or promises have been made to induce me to 
make this statement. 


"On the morning of July 11, 1964, after taking 
to work at the Athens Poultry Co... I 
Stcpped Ty Guest's Garage, arriving at the garage av 
ahscut 5:10 a.m. The only person I saw at the garage 
wien I arrived was Herbert Guest, who was sitting in 
the office. I went into the office and talked gsnerally 
with Guest. 


“after talking with Guest for a short length cf 
time, I saw Howard Sims, Cecil Myers, and Jame_ 
Leckey .walk into the garage. I wold place the “ine 
of their arrival at between 5:15 a.m. and 5:30 a.m. 
Both Sims and Myers were each carrying a double- 
barrelled shotgun, which had the stock sawed off. 


"Ihe best that I can remember, James Lackey stopped — 


by himself and was standing just inside the doors. 

Cecil Myers walked over and was standing by the soft- 
drink dispensing machine located along the left side 
of the garage, as you enter the garage.. Howard Sims 
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AT 157-788 


walked back to the work table which located about 
midway back along the right side of the garage. 


"when the three of them walked in, I do not 


remember that they said anything to Guest or 


myself. When Sims was standing at the work table, 

I stopped talking with Guest and walked back to 

Sims. As I recall, I said, ‘What have you all 

deen doing - out snipe hunting?! I then said, 'I 

am ahead of you all tonight, I got. .me one, how 

Teeea you all?' Sims then replied, ‘None of your 
Stag ge business.' This remark hurt my feelings 
and I said, "OK' and turned and walked out to the 
1955. black Ford which I was driving. After I had 

gotten into the car and was preparing to drive 

away, Sims walked about halfway to the front of the 

garage and called, ‘I'll see you tonight.‘ I tcok 
tris to mean that he would see me at the Klar: 

mating which was scheduled that night. I then drove 
off and returned to the People's Gas Staticn, located 
or. Oconee St. in Athens. 


"At the time I walked back to talk to Sims, who 
was standing at the work table in the Guest Gerege. 
I saw Sims wiping off the shotgun which he had carried 
ir.to the garage, with what I believe to be one cf the 
ovange colored grease rags.. I do not remember scein 
Myers wiping his shotgun off, .nor do I remember 
wat he did with his shotgun after carrying it i:.t 
the garage. I do not know whose shotguns Myers and 
Sims had. 7 


“When I walked out of the garage to gs inte 
my car, I noticed Cecil Myers! white Chevy II station 
wagon parked near my car. I did not see Sins. 
Myers, and Lackey drive up in this car, but the car 
was not parked there when I first arrived at the 
garage. 


"When I got back to Peoples. Service Station, 
i commented to Doug Myers who was the attendant, 
tkat I was mad at Sims. I told Dovg Myers that I 
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had seen Sims at Guest's Garage, and when I had asked 
him what he was doing cleaning his gun, he. told me it 
was none of my business. I believe I also commented 
to Doug Myers that I had seen Cecil Myers and James 
Lackey at the garage also. 


: "About two or three days after the Penn 

killing. I stopped by the Klavern between 7:90 ard 
9:00 p.m. ran into Sims, who was leaning on the 
fender of his car. There was no one else around at 
the time. Sims asked me if I had been questioned 

yet and I told him no. He made no statemert concern- 
ing, the Penn killing but. I assumed this was what he 
was talking about. He then told me to keep my meu*h 
shut and not talk about anything and everything wouid 
be alright. This occured on the night the women were 
having a meeting at the ¢ Klavern. 
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"after the above incident, Sims never again seid 
ar.yvhing to me about keeping my mouth shut. Neitth:er 
Lacizey, Cecil Myers, or Herbert Guest ever said 
Se to me about being at Guest's Garage or the 

morning of July 11, 1964, nor about the Penn killing. 
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“I have read the above statement consisting of 
this page and 5 other pages. I have initialed cam 
page and each correction. . The. statement is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge. 


Marae 5G 


. fs Thomas Edward Folendore 
"witnessed: | Special Agent, 


8/6/94 b%e 


Special Agent, 
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FOLENDORE additionally stated that th: reason he 
nad not furnished the above informatim in his previous 
Svatements was that he was deathly afraid cf HOWARD SIMS ; 
and fearful for his life should he divulge this information. . 
He svated that he first heard cf the PENN killing cn the -" 
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car radio while en route to Sandersville, Georgia, on the 
afternoon of July 11, 1964. He advised that he thea ) 
“put two and two together" and surmised that SIMS, CECIL 
MYERS, and JAMES LACKEY might be involved in the killing 
since he had observed them with the shotguns in the Guest 
Garage that morning, as set forth in the above signed 
statement. He advised that his feeling that they were 
involved in the killing was furthered by the fact that SIMS 
warned him to keep his mouth shut, several days after the 
killing took place. He stated that this was the reason he 
was fearful for his life and would not previously admit 
anything concerning or involving himself with SIMS, inciud- 


. ing the fact that he had gotten his .38 caliber. revolver 
.from SIMS. — 
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On July 13 and 14, 1964, the following described 
nutomobiles were observed parked in front of the residence ~ 
of DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS::in the Center Community, Route l,. 
Nicholson, Georgia, which.‘is located south of Nicholson 
on U. S. Highway 441: 


1958 Cadillac, four-door hardtop, white, 
Series 60 Special, radio antenna on right 
front side of hood, whip antenna mounted 

on the rear bumper of the lefthand side, 
car bearing 1964 Georgia license 46-A-332, 
This car has a large amount of chrome along 
the bottom of the doors and rear fenders. 


1948 Chevrolet, four-door sedan, dark green 
in color, with two black doors on the right 
side. This car bears 1964 Georgia license 
46-3008. 
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904%, by SAs cael 
in an attempt to develop background informa- 
r 


egarding suspect DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS. 


He has worked this area for the past several 
years and did not know personally anyone by the name 
of DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS. He further said he did 
not know any W. H. PHILLIPS of Route 4, Commerce, Georgia. 
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There is a large traffic of moonshine and 
= ronetaxpaid liquor in Jackson and Clarke Counties, in- 
-asmucr as both counties are dry. 
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He does not recall any information in the immediate 
past coming to his attention that people trafficking in 
illegal liquor-are using a white Cadillac. He said, how- 
ever, it is common practice among those hauling illegal 
liquor to use a suspension system on the rear end of the 

‘car which will allow the car to ride level while being 
loaded heavily with illegal liquor. 
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‘The following investigation was conducted by SAs bo 
— sa iti 


ide AT ATHENS, GEORGIA 


was contacted at the A & P Super- 
ugherty Street.: He stated he is acquainted with 
DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS, inasmuch as PHILLIPS rents a house 
which he owns in the Center Community of Georgia, which is 
located on Route 1, Nicholson, Georgia. He stated PHILLIPS 
moved into this house in the Center Community from some 
thens, Georgia, early in 1964, 
who resides in the Center bp 
that the house was vacant and PHILLIPS 
concerning renting this residence, 
e had resided in the house prior to that 
e; ever, had accepted a call to serve at the Whitehall 
Baptist Church in Whitehall, Georgia, and the congregation 
wished him to reside in the parsonage, which was provided, 
He stated PHILLIPS pays rent in the amount of $25.00 per 
month and their relationship has been that of a tenant and 
landlord. He stated he has.n social contacts with PHILLIPS 
of any type; -howéve isionally sees PHILLIPS and members 
of. his family when visits bis parents ft. 


He recalled being at his parents’ home on Sunday, 
July 12, 1964, and noted that a white Cadillac, which PHILLIPS 
drives was not at the residence anytime he was at his 
mother and father's house, He stated he has no knowledge 
of any activities of DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS, or any knowledge 


of his friends or associates. 


‘AT JEFFERSON, GEORGIA _ | — 


On July 14, 1964 —— Clerk, Superior Court 
of Jackson County, advised e records of the Superior Court 
and the City Court of Jackson County failed to reflect any 
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arrest record for DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS or BOBBIE JEAN 
PHILLIPS. 


‘ ee Ordinary, Jackson County, advised 
he could loca o record of marriage of DENVER WILLIS bo 


PHILLIPS through a check of marriage licenses issued by 
the county, nor could he locate a birth record for any 
children which may have been born to DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS, 


16, 1964, TD occ 
Commerce Police Department, Commerce 


Georgia, vised they are not acquainted with DENVER bz 
WILLIS PHILLIPS nor are they acquainted with any members bait 


of his family, including his father, W, PHILLIPS, who 
resides at Route 4, Commerce, Georgia. 
stated his department has no arrest recor or 


WILLIS PHILLIPS, 
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 Peflected the following information: 


1964 Georgia License 46-A-332 was issued June 
27, 1964, to BOBBY JEAN PHILLIPS, Route 1, Nicholson, 
Georgia. The registration is signed, however, BOBBIE 
JEAN PHILLIPS. This registration reflects the automobile 
registered is a 1958 Cadillac, Serial Number 58M174211, 
which was purchased on June 27, 1964, from HERBERT GUEST, 
Athens, Georgia. The weight of this vehicle is 4,675 
pounds. 
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1964 Georgia License 46-3008 was issued to 
BOBBIE JEAN PHILLIPS, Route 1, Nicholson, Georgia, for 
a 1948 Chevrolet, four-door, Serial Number FAM261780. 
This vehicle was purchased January 25, 1964, from Deal 
Motor Company, Athens, Georgia, and the license was 
purchased March 31, 1964. The registration is signed 
BOBBIE JEAN PHILLIPS. 
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gather oooh. 


Gulf Station, 1205 
64, by 
in an effort 


p ormation concerning 
DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS. s a former fellow ’ { 


worker of PHILLIPS at the Gulf Station located on 
Milledge Avenue in Athens, Georgia. Qa fur- 


. nished the following information: 


He stated he has known DENVER WILLIS PHILLIFS 
since about six years ago when PHILLIPS quit school anc 
ame to work at the Gu ati or 


bP; 


He stated a : me ne and PHIL, were fellow 
workers and PHILLIPS was single. PHILLIPS had recently 
quit school, possibly at Danielsville, Georgia, and re- 
called his father brought him to work for a short period 
until PHILLIPS purchased some type of old automobile. 


He worked with PHILLIPS for only a few months 
and has never had any knowledge of PHILLIPS' associates. 
He stated he knew PHILLIPS later as both were interested 
in stock car racing and both had racing cars. He stated 
PHILLIPS would not be acquainted with any of the present 
employees of the Gulf Station. His only contact with 
PHILLIPS since their brief employment at the Gulf Station 
has been at races where he would see him as a racing con- 
petitor, and has never had any social contact with him. 


Approximately one year ago, PHILLIPS came to 
his Gulf Station and attempted to obtain a tire for his 
racing car. The next time PHILLIPS came by the Gulf 
Station was approximately two days before or after the 
shooting incident in Athens, Georgia, for which PHILLIPS 
was arrested. Approximately three weeks ago PHILLIPS 
was in.the Gulf Station looking at a road map and was_~. 
driving a green Dodge pickup truck which ntly be- 
longed to the G and G Garage, where SMM >€2 12ves 
PHILLIPS is now employed. He state T is one 
of the owners of this garage. 
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AT 157-788 
~~ 


He sta raced at t ens track 
which is owned i 33 that i 2c op- 
erates a variety store on Baxter Avenue in Athens. bo 

PHILLIPS may or may not be a member of the local racing oe 


associ e Athens Amateur Racing Club, of 
which is President. 
He stated he has no information whatsoever 


concerning the family of PHILLIPS, his wife, whether 
he has children or not. 
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AT DANIELSVILLE, GEORGIA 


| . The f gation was nducted by | 
Special Agents and in an boc 
effort to determine e correct date of t r of 


DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS and any information as to his 
marriage, 


_— Ordinary, Madison County, Daniels- b7c 
ville, Georgia, furnished the following information: 


-_— 


The records of the Madison County Ordinary's 
Office reflect under their number 4802 a male child was 
born to WILLIE HARRISON PHILLIPS, 34 year old white male 
farmer, and GLADYS E, BENNETT. Date of birth was July 21, 
1940, at. Route 3, Danielsville, Georgia. A court order 
was attached to the birth certificate showing the name 
of the child as DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS. This child was the 
oldest living child of these parents. 


The Ordinary's records further reflected a 
marriage license issued for a DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS, a 
white, male, born July 21, 1940, in Madison County, 
Georgia, occupation - mechanic, and present residence 
Route 1, Nicholason, Georgia, amd BOBBIE JEAN SEGARS, Route l, 
Commerce, Georgia, a white female, born July 25, 1935, in 
Franklin County, Georgia. Her occupation was listed as 
Textile Worker with the Commerce Manufacturing Company and 
parents were listed as WILLIAM J. SEGARS and MORDIE MASSEY 
SEGARS, Route 1, Commerce, Georgia. The license wus issucd 
March 1, 1960, and the marriage was performed by Reverend 
J. C. BENNETT, a minister at Hull, Georgia. 
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AT DANIELSVILLE, GEORGIA 


Th wing inves s conducted by bac 
SAs and in an effort to 
determin ct D S PHILLIPS' father or .DENVER 
WILLIS PHILLIPS arrested in Madison County, Georgia. 
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peer Sheriff DEWEY SEAGRAVES, Madison County, Daniels- 
ville, Georgia, furnished the following information on 
July 17, 190604: | 
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ee are :* 


He stated that there has never been a warrant | 
issued for the ¢ st of DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS to his know- 
ledge 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) Oh +-)0xK») with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


Uy- DS5873B- 14 @. 227Y ¢F7s~ 


‘The owing “igation was conducted by' : 
SA and n 
| hool, I3 ? —_ 
or nve s and 
on July 16, 1964 in an empt to develop 


nformation regarding suspect DENVER WILLIS 
PHILLIPS. 
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advised records of the Ila School 
disclosed one DENVER PHILLIPS, born July 21, 1940, b2- _ 
Medison County Georgia, the son of HARRIS PHILLIPS a 
farmer and GLADYS PHILLIPS residents of Route 2, 
Danielsville, Georgia, attended the third grade at the 
Ila School in 1951. The family apparently moved to 
Jackson County at that period of time and there is no record 
of any further attendance by DENVER PHILLIPS at the ila 
School. 
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be 
le advisec, however, : 
iav ne qd Know the PHLILLIF amily who had numerous other 
children attending the school at various times during which 
time the family was residing on Route 4, Commerce, Geagia 
which was within their school district. 
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He' advised the family was a low income famiiy 
and from the records of attendance of the children of this 
family that school he would say the entire family was Oie 
of low mental ir.telligence. 


a: advised a check of the records of sther bo 
children of the PHILLIPS family who had attended this school < 
d‘sclosed residence also of Route 1, Hull, Georgia in 1956 

ar.¢ 1957 as well as Route 4, Commerce, Georgia in 1961-1962. 

He said that the father's name is listed as W. H. PHILLIPS, 

WILLIS HARRISON PHILLIPS and that the mother's name is 

listed as GLADYS PHILLIPS, GLADYS ELIZABETH PHILLIPS, 

ELIZABETH G. PHILLIPS, GLADYS BENNETT PHILLIFS ana ELIZABETH 

GRADY PHILLIPS. 
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AT 157-788 
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Ose A review of the school records disclosed the 
following PHILLIPS children as having attending the Ila 
School at various dates: 


ELIZABETH ANN PHILLIPS, born October 2, 1943 
Madison County, Georgia. She attended during 
1957 and 1958 school :years. 


JERRY FRANK PHILLIPS, born December 2€, 1946 
Madison County, Georgia. Last attended during 
the 1962-1963 schodl year at which time the 
family lived at Route 4, Commerce, Georgia. 
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JOYCE CAROLYN PHILLIPS, born December 26, 1945, 
Madison County Georgia. 
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HAROLD THOMAS PHILLIPS, born April 17, 1944 
Madison County Georgi3. 
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DAVID PAUL PHILLIPS, torn May 27, 1956, Clarke 
County, Georgia. 


CHRISTINE JANE PHILLIPS, torn January 13, 1948 
Medison County, Geargia. 


DARRELL LEE PHILLIFS, born May 9, 1954, Madisor 
County Georgia. 


SYLVIA JEAN PHILLIPS, born April 25, 1950 
Madison County Georgia. 


LPe 
SE 261500 the above would all be brothers 
- and sisvsers oO ENVER PHILLIPS ard that there may be othe: 
‘children in the family who are of pre-school age. He said 
tr; view of the fact the PHILLIPS family was -a low income 
family she people in the reste have taken up 4 Christmes 
tasket so their residence around Christmas time of 1963 or : 
1962 and at that time ascertained the family had moved from 
the community and their wheresbouts. were unknown. He etatea 
he had no information that they were back in the comminity 
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at this time. 


a. - he had no diciplinary problems }oo 
involving any o ese PHILLIPS children other than : 


truancy, and that he had no information that any of the 
members of the family had ever been involved in any trouble 
with the law or illegal activity. 
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hana saenitiecaaeetiincadlinail Madison = 
County School Board, Danie 3 a, was inter- 


5 Special Agents iii =a 
 camvarti July 16, 1964, in an attempt to determine baw. 
ackgr 


ound information relating to suspect DENVER WILLIS 
PHILLIPS. 


; —————————_ school records desclosed Pe 
DENVER W. LIPS, Danielsville, Georgia, a white male, . 
born July 21, 1940, child of W. H. and GLADYS PHILLIPS 
attended school until the sixth grade, witharawing in 


1955. 


She advised in 1948, 1949 and 1%1 DENVES PHILLIPS 
was a student in the second grade. As of February, 1952, 
he was promoted to the third grade and at the end of the 
school year was retained in that grade. In November, 192, 
he was promoted from the third grade and in 1953 and 1954 
he was placed in the fourth and fifth grades in those 
respective years. He commenced the sixth grade ir 
September, 1955, and after attendance for ten days witt.- 
Grew from school. He has kad no further attendance in 
their schocl system and there has been no request for 
any transcript of his recorcac to any other school system. 


aacvised that insofar as formel 
education is concerned, PHILLIPS has the equivalent of a 
seccnd grade education. She advised in those instances 
where he was promoted or placed in a higher grade, it was 
strictly a "social" promotion or placement in view ot 
PHILLIPS' advancing physical size and age and had rv» 


bac 


bearing upon his ability as a student. 


Loe 


She 
VLSE ) 7 no ¢c plinary crobiems with any of 
the PHILLIPS chilaren with the exception of truancy. Se 
said this was occasioned as the resuit or inaifference on 
the part ol the parents to force attendance or their 
ciildren at school] and that the family was a low income 
family. She stated that all of the children were used to.. 


.to work in the cotton fields and she recalled that insofar 


as DENVER PHILLIPS was concerned the latter assisted his 
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2 

father in working the cotton fields as well as cutting 
stove wood and selling it in the community. 


She stated that Mr. and Mrs. PHILLIPS had 
manitested a persecution complex apparently arising 
as a result of their low economic condition and that the 
entire family was one of low intelligence. She stated 
Mr. and Mrs. PHILLIPS had been: separated at one time 
and after they got together she believed they moved near 
Atlanta, Georgia, around Stone Mountain or Loganville 
area where she believed they were working in the cotton 
fields, or in the mills. She stated the family moved 
out of the area around 1962 and she had no information 
as to their whereabouts. She said she never knew any 
of the family to have been involved in any criminal 
activity. 


4 7c ae + os =}. , A ro. 4 > ; : :, . 7 : -.* _ Pug *« A, 
i , “Re “uy Ve “3 ®.5 “ oS d oak * t* - & " ; 
4 OF reais -¢ % ~ 04. “ oe" oF oe’ ee HA? 4a? . ; a 


“ ae vs 
S gD 48 


"'* ee’ 


rtp Cee 


Wa, %. 9 * > cP ¢3 i @ {- ' 
eS Sty et te > ee , te : 
wit 


sates 


‘5 ’ 
Sang cit 


btn 


Mok 


+ 
mee '. 
cit, 


ee et 
hd 


s +o“: Ld ‘ 
Pye? Be WG: 


$42% 
a 
" 


eo 
o> 
| Bes 


455 


. 
x ie 
? ‘.®? 


= ner es ‘rt dy.’ ose.’ 
SRS ae 
Poet 


é 


ay 
= 
- 


is 


re 


—— . * meee. oH . . 
‘ 
, 
* 


7 
Ae Stat 0 
Te aie. ated Law 


ETT: 


— 


‘ / rr sis 
Seiten a =¢ seit, ote "ta a? 23 ate S We" .8 
See 44 Sn 223:, ey." Sa: 


’ ~ . & ee ES oo a ith I ed Lon + . — al 


. AL sé a 
} 


re 5 ~“s . eo. ary r ¢ ol . . 
' . + 9a, 3 . \ .* antl ‘ °.° - ‘. .) , * +, _' ’ 

__ .** ’ &% @.; ‘ - ~< ‘ Nn .* Fi ’ .' «= a . » 
Hales Dae ea) ke et RTS bt 2 5 ¥°% , 


ae 
a 


SiR ett }- 


opie: OY 


TT A SE Td FORT OS 
4 ; am > 7 . 7 
‘. . hy ‘a A * 


“ 


“9 
* 
J 
. 
= 
—o*.* 
M) 
eee " 
> 
> 
58 
a “2°s 
ee | 
* 
ex 
se + 
> 
™ : 
* 

~ — 

. 

- 
~ 
-* 

— ®&, 
ee .. 
Po* 

the 2 

“sa. 

> *_ 
é . 

° 
. 

. = 

_* 

- ** 

. Z = 

os . ‘ 

oe 

» * 

* .* 

“7s 

a oe 
> 

:3 
.* 

~ 
ie 
*“*« 

—s** 
—_— 

; ° 

SS »*.* 

.@* © 

a 

7 . 

>" = 

. .*** 
— 

-, ~ 

>) ° 

‘s 

— 
er 

: . 

<. = 
; a. 

AS 
7 

as 
re 


9 A hapten, etnies, 
. 4 . 
; - . ~ 
4 ; '’ ¥, ‘+ ; 
* 2 ‘," . ‘ 
+ Se tt i 


TB Ay tis A “ 


: 


Do ane Vela 
ane, 
‘wa? > 5. 

. 4 fat, 

o gr 

Sa 


Le gap uk 
oe Ces ke 


ner 
sri 


AT 157-788 
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and with a view to developing backg 
information regarding suspect DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS. 


GEES advised he has known the PHILLIPS 


family, as well as having been an immediate neighbor of 
theirs on Route 4, Commerce, Georgia, for the past sev- 
eral years. He said he could furnish no information as 

to the current activities of DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS and 
specifically with reference to the weekend of July 10, 7 
11, and 12, 1964. He furnished the following information: 


He is not a social acquaintance of DENVER WILLIS 
PHILLIPS, but knows him as a result of the family having 
lived in the community. He has observed DENVER PHILLIPS 
in the community, the last time being approximately one 
month ago when he was apparently visiting with his folks 
around Route 4, Commerce, Georgia. DENVER is married and 
moved from the community several years ago, and his know- 
ledge of him is limited to those few occasions when he 
sees him in the community. 


The PHILLIPS family is a large family of low 
income, and Mr. PHILLIPS has worked in the past as a 
farmer, working in the cotton fields, and as a wood 
cutter. He said the PHILLIPS family moves frequently 
and in addition to having lived in a residence on Route : 
4, Commerce, Georgia, near Minishs', have also lived at 
numerous other places in Jackson County and around Route bo. 
1, Nicholson, Georgia. He said he believed that the 
PHILLIPS family were now residing in the rurai Commerce, 
Geor rea and may be in a rented house belonging to 

who operates a large poultry farm on the road 
to Brock, which is off U. S. 441, South of Commerce, 
Georgia. 
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said he has never known the family brane 
to have been involved in any: other trouble with the law 
* and has never had any knowledge that any of the family 
have been engaged in Klan activities. 
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AT 157-788 
RRP: kzh 
y wind 


ee. ace Track, was interviewed _ 
co guly Tf, Toon, by Sas i a eeeaameatall 
at ‘the Athens Rac 29, WEsv oO 


Athens, Georgia. was interviewed inasmuch as : b7e 
DENVER WILLIS P as raced at that track in the past. 


a furnished the following informatior: L 
7 


He has le:cwr DENVER WILLIS PHILLIFS es a race car |= 
driver for the pass several years. He stated PHILLIPS has 
not raced at his track this season. His only relationship 
with PHILLIPS has been that of prometer-driver. 


When PHILLIPS first started racing at the Athens 
Tre:k he was working at Warren's Garage in the Cer.ter commu:: 
just north of Athers on U.S. Highway 441. At that time he 
would pull his racer to the track with Warren's wrecker and 
use the wrecker when needed at the track. PHILLIPS is prefuntivy 
working at Guest's Garage in Seven gee Ges regia, however the 
Gisst wrecker kas r:eve 


He stated PHILLIPS was involved in a wreck severe2: 
veers ago in which his car was completely cemolished and 
recalled picturss were taker: of the wrecked autcmobiie, however 
4-8 not brow if PuTELIPS was in any of the photographs. His 


sister. no ha » fise 3 ee Southern Mutua: 
B.21il: “g acd who resides a: amine Athens, } | 
Kseps his recsrds and might poss J ve pnotogrephks tax¢>. re 
of thiis wreck and possibly photographs cf FHILLIFS. 


He statec he was surprised to read in the Avher.s 
‘aper of the arrest cf PHILLIPS in June, 1964, for the allson3 
ene ti.g into the residence cf a Negro family. He has never 
kez wn 2HILLIPS 70 carry & gun or own a gun cf any kind. 
He sta:2d PHILLIPS does rot drink to his k-.owlg¢dge‘vr use 
ary ki::.d cf narcotics. 
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following reflects interview ieee 
Carter's Carburetor and Electric Company, 
ens on by Special Agents b2- 
and regarding background 
suspec uring employment for 


CARTERS, 1958 and 1959: 


Carter's Carburetor and 
Electric Com 5 S ugherty Street, Athens, Georgia, 
telephone 3- nterviewed July 17, 1964, by Special —_ 
Agents Gnas RNC in an attempt b2 
to develop background information r ng suspect DENVER i 


WILLIS PHILLIPS during his employment with this company 
during 1958 and 1959. 


QD furnished the following information: 


- He first employed DENVER W., PHILLIPS in May of 

1958, when the latter walked into his business seeking 
employment. PHILLIPS had no associates or other istives 
employed at Carter's. At that particular time, 
needed a delivery boy and engaged PHILLIPS in thi b 

ty. PHILLIPS worked until July, 1959, when 7 

aiiie :-. him go. PHILLIPS has not been reemployed since 

eriod of time and he has no information that 

PHILLIPS has even returned to the business. 
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ring the period of time PHILLIPS was employed by 
Ge °°: kept asking him if he was missing anything. 
Stated that he had had five burglaries at his business 
establishment during this period of time, but subsequent bo 
police investigation identified one or two young Negro. C 
boys as having been involved in three of the burglaries. He 
stated he had no information that PHILLIPS was in fact 


involved in the other two inasmuch as to his knowledge they 
. hadnever been solved. 


; He said as a result of these inquiries by acquain- 
tances of his regarding PHILLIPS he let the latter go. 
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— said he had read a recent newspaper 
account approxima y one month aga indicating PHILLIPS and 


ba 


some other individuals had been arrested by the Athens Police 


following the shooting into a house in Athens. 


He said 


he was very surprised, inasmuch as during the period of time 
PHILLIPS was employed by him, he was very quiet, and 
gave no indication of being the type of individual who would 


bite 


a advised he could furnish no information 
as to any spec c recent activities of DENVER FHILLIPS. 


resort to violence in any type of-a situation. 
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The following is in regard to check of records of 


Ordinary at Clarke County Courthouse and Jack nt 

Courthous 1964, by Special hcents Gy 

2 iS which disclosed no pistol toter Pc 
pe ssued in names DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS or his wife, 

BOBBIE JEAN PHILLIPS. 


Ordinary's Office, Clarke County 


Courthouse, Athens interviewed July 17, 1964, 
by Special Agents and in 22 
an attempt to determine whether or not a pisto oter's permit. - 


had ever been issued to DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS or his wife, L 
BOBBIE JEAN PHILLIPS. 2c 


advised a check of the pistol toter's 

permit records disclosed no permit had ever been issued to 
any individual by the name DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS or 
BOBBIE JEAN PHILLIPS, bo 

—_ 

On July 17, 1964, Ordinary, 

Jackson County Courthous 
viewed by Special Agents 


permit - a Jackson County, Georgia, which would 


include Route 1, Nicholson, Georgia, disclosed there never 
had been any pistol toter's permits issued in the names of 
DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS or his wife, BOBBY JEAN PHILLIPS. 
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De 


een eee Carter's Carburetor 
and Electric Company, st Daugherty Street, Athens, 
Georgia, telephone 3-4 was interviewed July 17, re Lb 
develop background information on susp is 


PHILLIPS during his employment at this company. 


advised employment records disclosed 
oute 1, Hull, Georgia, Social Security L 
a white male, was employed as a helper, 7c 
commencing employment in May, 1958. For the calendar year, 
1958, his total wages were $3, 087. 40. 


- PHILLIPS continued employment until July 18, 1959... 
His total wages for the year 1959 were $1,190.43. 


—— advised he was unable to locate any 

W-2 Form, which was filled out at the time of his employ- 

ment, but that payroll records indicate a penned notation at 2 
the top of PHILLIPS' employment card that there were four | 
dependants. He said he did not know the meaning of this 


notation, inasmuch as he was not employed by the company 
during the time PHILLIPS worked there. 


advised these records disclosed the 
only deduction made from PHILLIPS' salary was for Social 
Security, and that there was no withholding of any tax from 


his salary. | 52, 


advised that during the riod of time 
that PHILLIPS was employed by Carters, he, was employ- 
ed for Ace Auto and that he knew PHILLIPS a ime only 
as a delivery boy for CARTERS. He said he ever known 
him socially, and during the period of tine A been 
employed for CARTERS, PHILLIPS has never been by the place. 
He was unable to furnish information as to how PHILLIPS be 


obtained employment with CARTERS, but suggested one of the 
owners of the building might have that information. 
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eters a 


GD: :.:--: the only other information Pda 
regarding PHILLIPS, which had come to his attention, was 

his having read a newspaper account approximately one 

month ago, indicating PHILLIPS had been picked up in 

Athens, Georgia, for a shooting at a house. He said that 

he knew nothing other than what was in the newspaper report 

and that he was unable to furnish any information as to 


PHILLIPS' recent activities and associations. 
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in the amateur class. He said the only publicity 
eonseming the racing meets wculd appear in the local 
rswspapers and fer the mcst part she writeups were 
submited by themselves. He said on some cccasions the 
newspapers had them there as well as some amateur 
pretcgraphers but he knew of no instance in which any 


phcetograpn of PHILLIPS had ever been taken. He edvised 
that she track engaged the services * a 
membe> of the Athens Police Departmert, I was CnNeEre 

afi their racing meets with at least two other cf{fices 
possibly from the Athens Pclice Department, who 

would bring with him to the track in order to maintédin 
order in the event of any disturbances. He said he ku-ws 
of no indication where PHILLIPS was ever invclved in ary 


disturvanes. 


He advised that he had read in the newspars> 


approximately one month ago about FHILLIPS having been 


arres ed in ccmiection with a shosting into a Negro 
house in Athens, Georgia. He said that he was astoundea 
bezause while at the track PHILLIPS had always bee 

vary quiet, reserved and even meex in connéecticn with 
ris attivities around there. 


He said that sometime last year the Athens 
Racing Club was formed for locai drivezs in the vicinity. 
F2 said he did not know if PHILLIPS belonged to the club 
c> nos. He said that HOWARD SIMS was PresidengZ cf <) 
snes Racing Club when it was fczrmed and that 
was the first secretary. He said tmt 
is in his late 20's, a lccal resident, and is énip 
az the Athens Foundary and Machine Ccmpany. 


He advised ‘na 2 iccal eye doct<:r, 
is the President cf the Athens Rucing Club at the present 


time vut a wesk ago last Saturday had gone to work on 
a temoorary basis in Atlanta and Augusta, CGecrgia, in 


eonne:tion with the installation of scme néw type a 
busin:ss. He said that only last + Weel retuned 
{> his offices in the Southern Mu! sual aaing and 
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pee ae: "8s Lv e%.- ao? 


removed his =quipment. He sa. se : 
acd Gc uld prcetabdly be located through mem 
family ir. town. 
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He acacvised as a result. * hemp. Lar 2ay 
at least being cut of town that may mow have 
aaeumel the pestittics cf actin ‘S © oi cs U eKersS 
Reziag Clut. 
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aavised that ~TWARD SIMS hi 
worked fcr ths trétK as a fiag man but is nso 
ed rt ‘that Cay arity. es said, hcwever, the: 
évening, July 17, 196, HOWARD LMS came tc the 
eyserve the se a said he Gd ne % knew at 
the ccmré 
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advised that. h 
: actively engagsca 
Of Give ht Kiux Klan in this avea. Fé 
months ar at: the time the Univeré 
et.ll in sessi-n there was a picket 1 rm down Sows 
Albsr.7, <<orgia, around the Sevén Siesz the varsity, 
eT oaNOR eA torres et. and that HOWARD SIMS hie ir 
~wyjsd at Snes picket demunstr-~*i0ns. iS £240 th" 
aed not kare ary pesitive procf thet SIMS wes & m-mber 
<f the Fu Kiux Kian — no information had ¢ver come 
& his atrenston that DENVER FHIIL-FS was 2 member cf tre 
Fu Klux Flan. 
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9s intervicued by SAs 
and on July 20, 1964, ir b? 
an attempt to obtain Dac«ground information end possibly c 
photographs of suspect DENVER WILLIS PHILL=IFS ews a resuit 
©f PHILI.TIES having driven as an ne Ms = Atkens Speedazy 
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which is owned and operated by the pamily. 


ccm eermea eramrecreiry: Pie the fcilcwing bIc 
information irom her records: 


On May 14, 1963, DENVER PHILLIPS, born July 2:, 
+1940, Madisoa County, Georg! a, was issued Athers Speedwuy 
Track License Number 73 and at the same tim= signed his 
‘release ic cor-ection with kis driving on tte track. 

PHILLIPS reguiarly drove car #26 which was :.2 sarsteur c#r 

end he indjcs*cd that he was owner, driver, and mechan: . 

At the time he gave his residence as RFD #1, Nicholson, Se ory.u. 
in connection with the release he indicated tk= person io 
rotify in the evert of an emergency would tse his wife. 

His release wze signed inthe presence of tw2 witnesses 

who were identified as Mrs. DENVER PHILLIPS and J. M. WAKRL:. 
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| PHILLIPS has not raced at the Athens Speedway durizg 
t= i964 year and they have no release from him in connac?i- 
with this. She did not know whether or not PHILLIPS wer «: | 
yacing at any of the other tracks. 
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Records disclosed in 1961 PHILLIPS raced at thst 
track at which timr= he gave the residence of Rout= 4, Comm: 
Georgia. He was then operating his amateur jalopy car #726. 
During 1961 he was awarded money as a result of kaving 
participsted in the following track events: 
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On August 29, 1961, he placed third ezai ¥as 
$4 prize mozey and on Septezber ls, 1961, h= was avard<d 
1Zth place azsd received $3. On five other occasiiozs he 
$5 tcewing charges. The total money puid tc him in 1961 
winnings ard towing charges was $32. 


D.izing the year 1962 he raced x<gulssl 
tober, 1952, and the tctul payment <f mosey : 
.o2S period of time fcr winnings and towing wes Fide. 


In 1963 from May through Sertemt:r he wart fa..a 
total of $197 which included his winnings andi fer toairg 
S2:rv ices . 
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advised that she did rot kit 
..2.2e07KRo9.g the activities of DEXTER WiLisS yet 
ef t..= occasions on which Fe Lad participated aa th: es eatt 
at; the race truck. She said or all of thes occen2.058 he 
¥3.5 yuist, reeerved, ani never involved tt» h+> knewiedsg- in 
ey reste . 
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. « Athens Police : . 
Department, advised that on the morning of June 22, bo 
at approximately 8:00 a.m., he observed a 1958 white © cq 
Cadillac bearing Georgia license 16-A-1150. This car 

was located at the Stockade Parking Lot of the City 

Jail and was owned by DENVER PHILLIPS. In his in- 

vestigation to determine if the car was properly re- 

gistered, he discovered that the tag, 16-A-1150, was 

issued to a 1960 Oldsmobile in Doraville, Georgia. 


The person to whom issued  ~ aa 
Later that morning i 3 DENVER PHILLIPS 
remove the tag and red another tag under it, 
: ber 115-A-77. This tag was issued to 


Oglethorpe County for a 1954 
disclosed that he talked with L 2 
ol tha a? sold his Cadillac to anil 
a used car dealer at k Street, East 
also talked vi and was told 
€e sold this Cadillac to ewine Junk 
Yard, Athens. volunteered that as a result 


of his invest on, he charged PHILLIPS with illegal 
registration, 
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qa) Date July 2s. 1964 


Mrs .NOREEN WARREN, Route 1, Nicholson, Georgia, 
Center Community, who together with her husband, JOHN M. WARREN, 
also known as J. M. WARREN and JOE WARREN, operator of Warren's 
Auto Exchange, Center Community, was interviewed to verify the~ 


alleged employment of DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS as a mechanic for 
the past several years. 


Mrs. WARREN advised that DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS 
was employed as a mechanic starting in October, 1959, at a 
salary of $5.00 a day. He quit in September of 1961, at which time 
He was making approximately $35 a week. When he was first employed 
he was single but later married and his wife's name is BOBBIE 
JEAN. 


On January 20, 1964, he was re-employed at a 
salary of $50 per week. At the time, he and his wife took up 
residence in a house owned by Mr. and Mrs. WARREN in Center 
Community. PHILLIPS quit his job on September 20, 1963, at the 
insistence of his wife over a dispute involving a bonus payment 
of $100 which was supposed to be paid to him on Christmas Eve. 


. Shortly after PHILLIPS quit, he obtained employment 
at Guest's Garage at Athens, Georgia, working for BLANCHE and 
HERBERT GUEST, where ne is employed at the present time. 


Records reflect PHILLIPS' total earnings from 
Warren's for the year 1962 were $2,260, less $71.48 Social 
Security. His total earnings from Warren's for the year 1963 
were $2,500, less $90.49 Social Security. No other deductions 
were made and Mrs. WARREN was unable to locate any W-2 Form 
signed by PHILLIPS. When he entered on duty on each of the two 
occasions he was employed, she said that she recalled he had 
several of his younger brothers and sisters living with him when 
he was employed at their garage, but she did not know the numer - 
of deductions he had taken. 

Mrs. WARREN said she was unable to furnish any 
information indicating PHILLIPS had ever been invoived in any 
trouble during the period of his employment by her and her Fusbandad. 
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#4 Deleted under exemption(s) L Cc b 7 Dd) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


(_] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 3 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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Mrs. BOBBIE JEAN PHILLIPS, wife of DENVER WILLIS 


PHILLIPS, Route 1, Nicholson, Georgia, Center Community, . . b 
was advised by SAs eeuaniamanal and she ©7@ 
nee@ make no statements prior .to Consulting with a lawyer ~* 


if she so desired. She was advised no threats or promises 
would be made to her in order to induce any statements and 
that any statement she did make could be used against her in 
court. | 


= Mrs. PHILLIPS voluntarily furnished the following 
information: Reidy 


She first heard about the murder of Lt. Col. LEMUEL 
A. PENN at 10 o'clock a.m., Saturday morning, July 11, 1964,. 
when the newscast on the radio described the incident. The 
only information she had concerning the incident was that 
which she had heard on radio and television or read in the 
newspapers. She did not have any information concerning the 
identity of any person or persons who may have committed 
this murder and had no information as to any possible — 
suspects. 


She stated that on the evening of July 10, 1964, her 
husband, DENVER PHILLIPS, had left for work at Guest's Garage, 
Athens, Georgia around 5 p.m. She did not specifically recall 
if he had driven to work using their 1958 white Cadillac 
or their 1948 Chevrolet. She was home alone that entire 
evening. She believes it was sometime around 5 a.m. that 
her’ husband came home from work and went to bed. There was 
no mention made by him of the murder of Lt. Col. PENN and 
in conversations with her husband since that time she has not 
received any indication that he was involved. 


Approximately two or three morbhs ago on several 
occasions there was activity in and about her residence which 
caused her to suspect a prowler was about the house. One 
Tuesday night around this time at approximately 2:30 a.m. 
she heard some scratching around the house, arose and heard 
somebody running from near her residence. She never saw anyone. 
She reported her suspicions to her husband. The following 
Friday night she'came home around 12:20 a.m. and was going to 
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wash some clothing in preparation to attending an all night ~ 
Singing festival at the Church of God in Commerce, Georgia 
which she attends. At approximately 1 a.m. she heard a 
scratching sound at one of the kitchen window screens. 

She turned out the lights and observed a Negro male face. 
This individual ran from the area. She did not know 

the individual nor had she ever seen him in the community 
before. She has resided in Center Community for several 
years. She went to Commerce, Georgia and spent Saturday 
night at the song festival. When she returned home the 
next day she noticed there was what appeared to be a small 
cut in the front door screen. The following Tuesday 
evening she observed a Negro standing underneath one of the 
walnut trees across the road from her residence in the 
vicinity of the Negro church. This person appeared to be 
watching her. She put out the light in her house but from 
the outdoor lights which had been affixed noted he was an 
elderly man, approximately 6' tall, heavy build; wearing a 
hat and a brown shirt. She took a small .22 caliber Derringer 
which her husband had given to her having obtained the 

same by trading a .410 shotgun. She fired the gun into the 
air from the front of her residence and the Negro disappeared. 
She had never seen this person in the community before 

and could not otherwise describe him. She does not know if 
this person was the same individual she had previously seen 
at the outside window of her residence. She called her 
husband who immediately came out, stayed around the residence 
until 11:30 p.m. and left to go back to work at Guest's 
Garage. In. view of her suspicions DENVER came home and 
checked the area possibly two or three times during the 

night after the incident. The following Friday night she 
again observed a "bunch of Negroes” at the Negro church . 
across the road from their residence. This was approximately 
two months ago. She called Guest's Garage with the intention 
of having her husband come out and check the area. She 
talked to HERBERT GUEST who told her DENVER was out on 

a wrecker call and that GUEST would come out. 


‘ (hereafter HERBERT GUEST came to her residence 
in a truck. There was another person with him who she | 
never saw and. does not know the identity of. The truck had | 
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&@ little house built up on the back of it. She did nt 

k-ow who the truck belonged to. GUEST came to her house 

end told her that he had gone over to the church to 

determine why the Negroes were over there and thsy t71d 

him thsy were having a conference meeting or something lik: 
that. GUEST then told her he had told the Negroes not to 

have anymore meetings over there at night unless they 

first came over and checked with Mrs. PHILLIPS. Mre. PHILIZPS 
sail that she did not ask GUEST to make this statemer.t to._. 
the Negrses and had r.o knowledge that it had teen made unt 


GUEST told her about it. She ssid she has had ne Ae 
Eince that time. 


It was after this incident, a5 an unre~allsei tim-. 
she wes talking with one of her neighbcr friends, 

_who told her that a cross had been burned au ins 

ence of one of the local Negroes eome evenings befcre. - bre 

does not know whe cross was burned and said her 

ope igr sey vi il occurred on 2 Tuesday. Mrs. PHILLIPS 

+2 that she sed the cross to be burred, tnat ._. 

: - kushard had caused the cross to be burned or that she kat 


axy knowledge of the identities of the irdivicuals whe had 
burned the cross. 


She said that she knew the Negro on whose propery 
the cross was burned and that he has since moved from the 
community. She said that his phygical description did no* 
fit thet of the individual she had cbhserved at her window 
or across the road near the church and that she had not 

esused this local Negro resident of having been the one ~... 
was prowling around her residerce. 


Mrs. PHILLTPS Gisplayed the gun which she rsid 
she hai fired into. the air to scare the suspected prowler. 
It is noted that this was an Italian manufactured weapcr., 
ei2 chliber, Serial Number 43917. It is a derringer type 
eee single shot with chrome metal and a white pls stic 

rezile. Mrs. PHILLIPS advissd that she did not have any 
pistol toter's permit, that she did not carry the gun wit!: 
her, but kept it at her residence. 
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On July 29, 1964, DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS, Route l, 
Nicholson, Georgia, Center Community, was interviewed in 
an attempt to develop infcrmation as to whether or not he 
was involved in or possessed information about the murder 
of Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN at Madison County, Gecrgia, the 
early morning of July ll, t the outset of the interview 
PHILLIPS was advised by SA that he need 
not make any statement prior tc cons with a lawyer if 
he so desired. : 


~ 


PHILLIPS furnished the following signed statement: 


"Athens, Ga. 
July 29, 1964 


"I, Denver Willis Phillips, make the liowing free 
and voluntary statement to ans | en 
who have identiltie nemseives as Special 


nts e Federal Bureau of Investigation. I have 
been advised by and that I 
do not have to any statements re first consulting 
with an attorney. I have not been threatened or promiscd 
any reward for making this statemert and have been t21d 
this statement may be used against mé in court. 


"Tl am twenty-four years old, born July 21, 1940, Madis=n 
County, Ga. I am married to Bobbie Jean Segars, and 
reside at Route #1, Nicholson, Ga., Center Community wit 
my wife and two minor children. I have a fifth grade 
education, but I cannot read at all. 


"T own a 12 guage shotgun which I purchased around 
Christmastime 1963. I keep this gun at my home and 
have shot the gun only one time. This was when I cough~. 
it. I do not recall who I bought the gun from. It 

has not been taker by me from my home since I bought 

it, and I have never loaned it to anyone. 


"Tt own a 1958 White Cadillac, four deor sedan which is 
registered in Georgia. I also own a 1943 Chevrolet, 
color green, and an cold 1948 Plymouth. The Chevrolet is 
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registered in Georgia but I do not have a 
current registration on the Plymouth. 


"On July 10, 1964, I left my residence and drove 
to Athens, Ga., where I work at Guest's Garage, 
-Hancock Street, Athens, Ga. I work for Herbert 
Guest. I think I drove to work that night using 
the 1948 Chevrolet which I perked on the street 
near the garage. Herbert Guest, and my uncle, 
Claude Bennett, were either at work or érrived 
et work about the same time I did, which was 
éround 5:00 to 5:30 p.m. Guest, Bennett enc I 


are the regular night time emplcyees. Sometimes 

we have a helper rane iD but bI¢. 
I cannot recall if he wor at night. 

"Yl recall that I had only cne job all that night 

and I received a commission cf $1.00 for a small 


. dob I did on someone’s car. I camnct remember the 
exact job, cr who the car belonged to. 
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"Somewhere arcund 9:00 p.m. that night Cecil Myers 
came to the garage. Myers was driving his 1963 cr 
1964 Chevy II wagon which is a light color. Around 
the same time, Howard Sims came to the garage 
Griving his 1948 Chevrolet, four dcor sedan, light 
blue color. 


"Guest, Bennett, Myers, Sims and I stayed arou::c the 
garage all night, taiking about one thing and then 
another. I don't remember any of the ccnvérzaticns 
as these same people are arcund the garsge just 
about every night. 


"I believe it was around 11:G6¢ p.m., thet Sims left 
driving his own car scying he was gcing to the 
hospital to pick up his wife. 
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"At this time I wert; over to en cid 1957 Buick 
in the garage which wae left thers for repsirs, 
and I went to sleep. Sims had nct come tack by 
then. Guest, Myers end Bennett were there at 
that time. 


x a <p 


we ees 


“Around 5:30 a.m. Saturday morring, 7/11/54, I 

awakened. It waz adout daylight. Casuidis Bennett 
wae asleep in 1954 Msrcury which wes parked in 

tne shop. I pelieve that Herbert Guest was there 

a% this time, and I believe he was asslesp in hi: 

6 dijiac which was parked in the dscorwav. b 7 — 
one Of the day men at the 
gacage had J come LO Work and woke ms up it +0 3 
time. 
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"YT left work ana wens on to my hom: alone, Grivin 
in my 1943 Chevyroles. I ‘tayed roms all dav, ari 
nr one visitec m=. I f&lenp 
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"Tl wert back tc werk at Guest's crs 

Or 5:30 p.m. I worked all Saturisy 

home about 7:30 a.m. Sunday mornfcre. } 
s20n as I came f- ee 1 ee my wate akG two <451 
and we drov2 up tft. 
Cisrokee, North Car 
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"shen we left my home at Nichelsor +: 

my 2cuSin and his wiffe were asxing m- if I has - 
acything about thst Negro being eh-*. iast night. 

told them I hac rt heard anythire abcu’: it. i 

tne first time hed heard abou wey N2gr- teins 

shot. sixce ht at eroutni 

5:00 p.m., July 2 3<¢, 1964. 
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"I with to statis hase I Gid art abest. Tt. Crag. Fit, 
te morn ing cr Situ raay, auly Roan 13Gh, 3“ shea 5S at.- 
of Georgia. I wish to svate that I a> cot rave ary 
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information as to the identity of any person 

* or persons who shot Lt. Col, Penn. I wish to 
state that I did not_loan my car to anyone the 
evening of July 10, or the early morning of 
July 11, 1964. I wish to state that I did not 
loan my shotgun to anyone that same evening, nor 
Ss. have any firearms in my possession that 
“n 


"Since I cannot read, this statement oe been 
to me in the presence =a | Wis 
I understand this nce an S shi 
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"{8/ Denver W. Phillips 
7-29-64 
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| Special Agent, FBI - Atlanta 7/25/64 
/ Special Agent, FBI - 7/29/64" 
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Following ‘PHILLIPS! Signing of the above gigned 
statement a group of 26 photographs was furnished to him and 
he selected the photographs of HERBERT GUEST, CECIL WILLIAM 
MYERS, JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS and the photograph of himself. as 
being identical with the individuals mentioned by him in 
the signed statement above. No photograph of CLAUDE EENNETT 
was available but PHILLIPS stated CLAUDE BENNETT is his oe 
uncle and that PHILLIPS had been instrumental in obtaining 


a job for BENNETT at Guest's Garage. 
PHILLIPS furnished the following additionsl infcrratioz: 
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With respect to the use of his automobile the 
evening of July 10, 1964 and the early morning of July 11, 
1964, he was not positive as to whether or not he had driven 
to work that night in the 1958 white Cadillac or his 1948 darx 
green Chevrolet. He said, however he believed he had used 
the Chevrolet to go to and from work that evening. Regardless 
of the car that he had driven to work nobody used it that 
evening outside of himself. 
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: Sometime around the second month of 1964, he attended 
a meet ing of the Athens Chapter cf the Fu Klux Kiar:. This 
was at the insistence of HAMP TURNER. He had been previous?: 
approached by TURNER and several other individuals ts join 

the Klan. He has never been“naturalized"and has not attended 
any other meetings. He did not believe in the activities 
which the Klan is following around the Athens, Gecrgia area 
and when attending the meeting found out that there were rc:t 

as many people associated with it as TURNER and the ctheré 

had indicated to him. 
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to Winier, Georgia with anyone during July, 19€4. H:- ga 

the last time he was in Winder, Gecrgia was arrr:ximai<slv “f 
months ago when he went there wlth HEREERT GUEST who ‘::s 
buying a motor for a bcat He specifically deried tnai re u-- 
thers at any time in fuly “and kraew rothing cf ary activiti+s 
in that community with reference to the evenings cf July 6, 

7 or 8, 1964. 


PHILLIPS stated that two ocr threes months az.. nis 
wits Gorplained to hin of having seen 3 Negrs prowler SYS’ 
his residence in Cent=r Community. He seid his wite was 
home alone evenings with “the enlidre: in view -f the fact 
PHILLIPS has worked every right since obtairing empisymen* 
at Guest'z Garage around the first cr the year. S.ali- 3 
that h2 has only had two half nights off since being 
there. He said on two occasions his wifes hat c2lie 
garage telling him there was scmebcay arteund tie hreuse : 
Shas he had driven back out alone, che:king the aria ac 
four:d 2o one there. He recalled that ¢cn or:s cicasicr in Fs 
absence from the garage on a wrecksr cell, his wite <cutlec 
about a prowlter and she tcid him that EERSERT GUEST haa 
some out and haz talked to some Negrses whe were around th- 
egro church which is asroés the road from his rsesiderce. 


PHILLIPS was asuzed wnether cr nct he had ever &° 
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PHILLIPS said he had heard of the er"33 burnirg 
at the residence c that he vas 
rot involved, he did =2v Kk. ee icsnvity ~ the individi-is 
who were involved, that he had not caused the cross to be 
burned and did not have any information which would indicsa:= 
his wife had caused the cross to be burned. 
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6 He said that he had never participated in any of - 
the picketing or demonstrations in Athens, Georgia. He stated 
that none of the members of his family or his wife's family 
to his knowledge were members of the Ku Klux Klan or had 
participated in any of the demonstrations concerning the 
problem of desegregation. 


_ 


PHILLIPS was specifically questioned tc of a 


the evening of July 10, 1964 or the early morning of Lb 
y 11, 1964. He furnished the following information: — 


| He knew and knew her to be employsi s*. 
Chicopee Mills. works the night shift gettirg off et 
12 midnight. She formerly owned a 1958 Ford which he nac 


worked on.on several occasions. | ae 


os eee avec @ having worked on the automobile of 


She recently bought a 1958 Dodge, four dcor sedan, 
color brown ,fxoc at Swanton's Dodge, Athens, Gesrgia. 


CED frequently comes to Guest's Garage after L 
getting out of work at 12 midnight. He has seen her there 7 


around the early morning hours when FHILLIFS is getting resiv 
to go home, whig the neighborhcod of 5 cr E€ a.m. Ge 
some occasions “somes with a girl friend whos? nam= 

he does not know. PHILLIPS did not know whether or rot 
HERBERT GUEST or anyone. at the garage was dating bin! 
he specifically denied that he had ever dated her. 


He said on the evening of July 19, 1964, sn+= diz 


t: Meter yy NW, ay 


not call him. To his kiowledge she did not bring in her Gur 
that evening. He repeats t he had gone te sletp ina 
car around ll p.m. ans QM co not get cff work urtii 
12 midnight. He said she could have brought the car in 
before he left to go home around 5:30 a.m. the morning of 
July 11, 1964, but he did not believe ehe did as he recail<si 


having done only one job on a car that night for which 
he recsived $1.00 commission. 
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He stated that he had on one occasion put a 
solenoid switch in her car. The switch cost $6.09 and 
there was a $3.00 labor charge for which he received $1.50 -. 
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emission. He said this sould heve betn Sunday more:ing. 
that ha PRN opel this wirk on the car. He 


cently purchase 4 che 
d did not feel she ehould rave c: pay for replecing 


this purt. He recalls at about a week tefore he repiaced 
the solenoid switc! had come ts the garage after 


getting oat of werk anit complained abcut scmethirg being 
Wo2:-ag with her car. H+ went wit! ae: & short ride, 


returncd to the garage and replac < Suver wheel bearire 
on the right fro:t wheel. He completed the worzs im errrcv!- 
maséiy ten minutes az.d she departed from ths garage 

did not call him pricr to the time she came +9 ths . 
72 have this work adcne. Again he wrote up 2 biil 6rd 

t2 her inasmuch &s she was also going ts tura cver ti.i: 

to Swanton's ani have them pay for it. 
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He Cid v.74; mak? @ corny oO = biijil fer Guest's 
vavage but tcld HERBERT GVE about wns work con the 
cer orml said he undersetsac wt 
r-237:4 tG& BLANCHE GvVEST a: 


“a 


fur these charges from Snanbere . 


PHILLIFS sgain said he could mct be sp=-:if ic 
aS t> she exazc!t he ~ or the exact day that he red work«d 
on the car of as indissted ir. tke 
imstamnces abtyve 12 Was quite younvnes 1% was 

everizg of July 1C, 1964 or the early morning ef caty 
5364. 
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PHILLIFS stated thas he had at nis ree 
ehotea: which he had purchased from an ur.kucw: 
arvund the first cf the year, 1904. This rears 
passing through town, had etcpped at Guest's Ga: T& CcTA 
might and had two shotguns he warted t2 sell PTHULLIFS 
Purzhased both of them. He do2s net resail how much h= 
paid fcr them. <2 of ¢h= shotguns f= treisa tws or thr=- 
MASS ago to ho formerly savee 22: O4Aa o: 
the heises owned ry in Center Community. I> 
exchanze for this sh -te@u:. whith was @ sirgie barral.ine 
gauze, he obtained fr- ae @ Single shet .22 caiibe: 
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Derringer pistol which he gave to his wif= +> 
the peridence in view of her fear cf priwitrs 
vicinisy. 


The only time he has ever fired the shetgu 
hes in his residence wus "ygog - the time he bxught it. 
F2 has fired it} only cnse. He has only had or= shel 
the gut which was gscrer, "he him by the ir dividual from 
whem ha paurchsas<d the gun. He has never rertsivee ary 
arnmunivion frvem HOWARD SIMS and had ne shotgun ammunt t 10. 
a% his homs at the present time. He has metver ¢tarris’a the 
gum in his car nor hes he ever ioaned v6.8 gt to anyor:. 
He evsated that he weuld be willing to vilu-taurtiy rsil.:iss 
this gam to the interviewing Agents fer ar: tyrs cof 
éexaninaticn deem)ed necessary. 
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PIOLIIFS exid that if he ever learn)ea cf any 
is:carmation regeriing the murder cf Lt. Col. PEVN cr any 
inftrmasion a8 to thes idéertitv cf ths persin or persons 

“volved in this murder he would be willire ic furnish t 
infermasian to the FBI. He stateac *ha’; wane YSFT 
iis kacwledge cr the disscussicrs which 
in the commuitty and spesitficaily at eaeet ty 
rever heard ar of the employses tharse cr th 
there mention abcut shos*;ing o> kliszing any N> 
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He 222d Chat he has frequently see: HERSER”™ GUEST, 
ae MYERS and HOWARD SIMS currying PLrearss. 
Weyer thet cn the evening cf July ic, ASE* 
‘cAtvidaale were at Guest’s Garage he ati = 
:cmail whether cr not they were carrying "ae 
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PHILULIFS seid he kas an uz TLS y BN: , 
that this uncle is presextly operating = Le 
Commer:2, Gecorgix. This business is hee ‘by HERBERT CUES 
And mazaged by hiz uncle. PHILLIES faii his wife, BOBhiz 
anne has in the past werked as & waitr-s2: at this drive-*> 
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THILLIPS advised that he dees sot; bave & radio 
re*siver in either ore ef the sutomebiles owned by Him, csprt.2 
of -int-rcepting pelice broadcasts. Hs said ns had int=endet &t 
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‘get one of these radios and that is the reason fer the 

whip ar.tenna on the rear bumper of his Cadillac. PHILLIPS 
advised that he has never obtained any pistol toter's permit 
and thet he has never carried any small arms cn his rersonx 
on in kis automobiles. 
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The following description of DENVER WILLIS PIILLIrs 
was cbtained through interrogation and interview:. in 
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Name DENVER WILLIS PHILLiPS 

Race | tas 

Sex 

Age 

Date of birth July 21, 1940 

Place of birth Madison County, Georgia 

Height 5°11" 

Weight 145 libs. 

Build Silencer 

Hair Dark brown 

Eyes Blus 

Complexion Medium dark 

Characteristics Ieng thin face, ilcng nor:, 
front upper teeth padiv 
stained and dscay<d, 
cigars, rarely drivics 

Scars and marks Left thumd amrutatsd at 
farset joins 


Military service Wone 
Social Security No. ean 
Arrests ead arrested Ather:, 


Georgia om June 22; 1964, 
for illegal registratic~ 
rlate on his white Cadiltiac 
ard for shooting into N=gro 
residence 

Marital status Married 

Wife BOBBIE JEAN SEGARS, 


richer | °, 

&, res 
VA, 

~* eis 


eRe Sag, 
¢ é 
yr) Che 


a) 
te 


° > 4 A.) a? 
ve . iv) 
ees es 


*s 


ay “48 :, te 
Ages had ines Sopa fe! By 


> 
*e 
. ae 
* 
. 
ee = 
. 
*. 
-* 
+ 
. .- 
- 
“= 
- > 
. * os 
7% 
“ss. 
* : 
+ 
-?* ¢, 
- n .* 
<2 
3 “ae 
. : ° ¢ 
-& o*: 
: ,) . 
ase 
. ee: 
2¢- 
” > 
e 
eof - 
; - 
>. - 
. my . 
~~. 
. 5 os 
. > 
oe r,* 
. 3 
> 
< _ . 


os ‘ 
ye 


?. 
ae 
he a) 


_ 
as 


. | hi 


> ro 
¢ 


. f +S. 
* 4 , . 
Rive 


oft 
ay 


4 


4 » 4 . ft 


retiae Shs 


* «te* 


sn. 3 eb * : 
BOE 


A 
Pigivct, 


s 
= 
“ 


ae 
tS es 


$a s ‘. aa 


AT 157-788 
10 


a 2 
‘ .; 


hee ee fe 


Children Son RANDALL, age 3 | 
Daughter MONA, age & merch: 

Parents Mr. @r.d Mrs. W.H. PHILLIrs 
Route 4 | 
Commerce, Georgia 

Brothers and sisters Has 10 brothers and sisters, 
most of whom are residinz 
with parents , 
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° On July 29, 1964, the tires presently on the two ... 
automobiles owned by DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS, a 1948 Chevrolet 
bearing 1964 Georgia license 46-3008 and a 1958 Cadillac 
bearing 1964 Georgia license 46A332 were examined. It was 
determined that none of the tires on these two vehicles had 
a tread which resembled the design of a B.F. Goodrich Commander 
220, a Mc Creary Winter Traxion tire, Firestone Town and Country 
tire or a design used inthe molds produced by the Super Mold, 
the Bacon American Corporation or the Ace Tire Mold Company, 
Incorporated. 
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On July 29, 1964, DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS, Route 1,? 
Nicbolson, Georgia, Center Co Oluntarily released ~~ 
ct ee << Ss S052 7 
gauge, arrel shotgun, y .Side, Serial Number 
A 13917. 


Mr. PHILLIPS signed a release permitting the Agerts 


to take this weapon and conduct any type of an examination 
desired. | 


yo 


It is noted that an examination of the weapon 
indicated both barrels at one time had possibly been cut «f= 
at the front of the foregrip with the barrels now being . 
extended to regular length having been brazed. PHILLIPS 
said the weapon was in its present condition at the time he 
received it and thet the initials "HCS" carved into the 
stock were there at the time he obtained the gun. 
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Mr. PHILLIPS requested the weapon be returned to 
him following the. completion of any examination desired 
ar neeied. 
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This document containe neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and ts icsued to 
your egency; it end ite contents ere not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS, Rote 1, Nicholson, Georgia 
was interviewed in.the United States Post Office Building at © bz 


Atenas, Georgia start of the interview he was 
scvisec by SA hat any information he furzishse4 
could te used against. a court of law, that he was ex*itisi 


to have an attorney and that he was nos uired to “Salk ts 
the Agents. He was also advised by ee that he was 


Perzitted to consult an attorney prior ng any statement. 
He stated he had not been involved in the shooting 

of LS. Col. LEMUEL A.- PENN in Madison County, Georgis during 
the eariy morning. hours of July 11, 1964. He stated he had not 
fired the shot that killed Lt. Col. PENN nor had his avtomctile 
bsen ussd. He stated he had-no knowledge of the perscns wh: 
were responsible for this shooting. - 


He is employed at Guest's Garage in Athens, Gecrgi2 
. 68 @ meshanic and generally works from about 6 p.m. in the 
. eventing until 6 a.m. the following morring. 
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’ He stated he could furnish no additional informatic- 
conte=sting the shooting of Lt. Col. PENN, 
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He stated he had not been in Winder, Gesrgia in ths 
esrly part of July, 1964, and was nct involved in any incidexts 
in that city in July, 1964. He stated he had not been in 
Winder for several months pricr to thet time when he had goers 
there with HERBERT GUEST to pick up an outboard mctc-. 
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He stated he had not been inyclvéed in any incidsexts 
a% the intersection of U.8. 29 and Stats Route 7e, north 
o2 Athens, Georgia in which a car containing Negro ¢:cupac:s 
had been shot at on about July 10, 1964. 
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On July 3C, 1964, DENVER PHILLIPS advisei SAs 
PR, SIMPSON and CLARENCE A. BROM that he, PHILLIFS, covid 
fur:isr ar alibi for HOWARD SIMS, HERBERT GUEST or CECIL 
MZERS cz: the night of July .10.cr early morning.cf July 11,1> 
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PHILLIPS said he ha@ gone to sleep at 11:00 r.m. 
cn July 10, ard that the only time during the course cri ths 
night tk:at he saw any of these éndividuals was after 5:00 a.m. 

on July 11, when he saw HERBERT GUEST .at Guest's Carage. 


THILLIPS stated he could not testify that GES? '::1 
Wi7TkKS1 on a trailer or a car duzing the course of the sveninre 
or ésvly morning on these dates. PHILLIPS said he Was asicsr: a4 _ 
dii not know the movements cf these persons, ami ora e F3 WIT sk 
i. vheac company during the eventing or during the c PAY Tt. 8 
arid thas he had rot gone to the Open House Restaurant 2 es 
with Shem. 
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“PHIITLIPS advisea that somotime in dims, 
mrg::i¢ 2 SLMS, GUEST, MYERS ass LACKEY SOMS ny pe 
MZ Oo: & 220s and was presexn% in the caz whe: 42. +4 
orturred between the vehtcie which he was drivi. 
veiacls cccupiscd ry Negrcss. 
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PHILLIPS said tnat SIMS, wading ir: the tacx 
PHILLIPS’ car, had put a do uble-barz: 21l¢d shotgun G-wr: 
The bac’ wendew sill ny had fired twc shots ints tie 
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Acccrding to PHILLIES, JAMES LACKEY, wr.2 ° 
With SIMS, was.svruck in the forehead ty cn; 
~ Lizsd by the Nogzre: dnvolved in this in:22 


PHILL=PS stated that after July 11, he hsd beard 
tre shouting of “the nigger nsar Colbert, Géeorgis,™ ar 
id he imrediately .wendsrei whether or not SIMS, ‘H'EST 
MYERS might have teen involvei. Hs said he specitiseliy 4S 
CECIL MYERS, “Did you kill that riggesr?" and rer Petpende as 
"Yoru bastard,yzu." PHILLIPS said that MYERS did mt corvin:: 
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vhasS he nad nov been involved; however, this is only OF AF-nCr.. - 
FITTLIPS satdi he had no speotfic information which woul 
indicate trk.at MYERS or the others were involved in the PENN 
aho NoGing. 


PHILLIPS said he alss has asked the cther indi- 
Viluals if they were involved ix this murder, ard ti:cy had irfi-4 
ey tiat the xere not involvéd.... He indicated that 
.jtaLly th 27 had not convinced him either and he Just 
aces. not xn0w whether they did or did not ‘particiras ~& ac. this 
Incident. 
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| PHILLIPS also said that on the past Mords) 

' CECIL MYERS changed all the tires on iis Chevy II svati:.. 
wagon ard retained the old tires, carrying them. .away wit 
him. Asked if he knew the reascn for this changes c2 tires, buli- 


‘LIZS sata, “they were slick" ani in need of replace-ert. 
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. F'ITLLIPS advised that the tires which wave 
cc MYERS' aunveo were recaps purchased through Guest's 


and that Gi = usually; buys his vises from the Rsix: 
S2sice Conssiy om Broad Stree. rear the Varsity is. Ai. 
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PHILLIPS was asiced 2f he had beer convacstves 
GES= avd My o> ar.y other péezsons subsequent to his 
q@.setionang by the FBI, He answered thi he had tesr: 
afser the FSI Sarst quesioned him, and that re nag GuEs: 
MYERS wamnvsed t> k-ow what kis.d cf osha ons the 
ami wheat ne hat told the investigators. According. 
“2 Told these individuals he had taken a lie 
S42 had tord the FBI what he krew 
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YHILLIPS denied raving particicated in tr 
a LEM-EL FENN, dconied kROW=ng ar.ything about the sk 
DENK, avi indicated he did nct know fer sure if the 
ani.viavais knex anything at mat tne FENN shootirg. 
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PHILLIPS stated that cr e r Sundy? nig.t on 
M-duc7 pee -4 te Sipe the shvoting, se “was working ir: tne 
Farrage ond Gy » MYERS, SIMS az-4 LACKEY were standing out i: 
frnt of ths garage » and he ta? heard. them talking abou; wna" 
they wala Sav if questioned regarding the PENN sheccting a: 
recallsa they had agreed to say that they were at ths Oren 
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AT 157-788 
3. 


Restaurant between 4:00 and 5:00 in the morning on July 112, . 
1964. PHILLIPS indicated that he could rm rvositively say 
if GUEST ar.d.the others present had indicated beirs:¢ at the 
Open House at 4:00 a.m. and again at 5:00 a.m., or were 

thee between 4:00a.m. and 5:00 a.m. 
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FD-202 (Rov. 1-25-80) 5) “FEDERAL BUREAU OF moves 


Dete August 3, 1964 


i 


DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS, Route 1, Nicholson, Georgia, 
was interviewed in the United States Post Office Building. at. 


Athens, Georgia start of the interview he was ba, 
advised by SA that any information he qj 
furnished coul St him'in a court of law, that he 


was entitled to have an attorney and that he was no red 
to talk to the Agents. He was also advised by SA 
that he was permitted to consult an attorney prior to m g 
any statement, 
He stated he had been in an automobile with HOWARD 

SIMS, CECIL MYERS, HERBERT GUEST, and JAMES LACKEY on several 
occasions in the recent past, when they had followed cars 
containing Negroes, These cars would have out-of-county license 
plates and sometimes out-of«state license plates. They would 
harass the occupants of these automobiles by following them 
bumper to Bumper in Athens. On some occasions they would follow 
specific cars which were registered in Clarke County, Athens, 
Georgia, - 

| He again stated he had no additional information to 

* furnish concerning the murder of Lt. Colonel LEMUEL A, PENN in 

Madison County, Georgia, on July ll, 1964. 
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(1) Dete August 3, 1964 
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DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS, Route 1 Son; Georgia, 
» was reinterviewed by SAs maine and 
camel At the outset of the reinterview, he was again br 
at he need not make any statements prior to consulting witn 
. an attorney if he so desired. . : 
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Mr. PHILLIPS again denied that he was involved in any 
manner with the killing of Lt..Col. LEMUEL A. PENN, Madison County, 
Georgia, on the early morning of July 11, 1964. He again denied that 
he possessed any information as to the identity of the individual 
or individuals who had committed that murder. He again denied that he 
had furnished anyone with a gun or permitted anycne to use his gun 
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not positively state that it was this car or ) 

Cadillac. He said regardless of which car he had taken to worx,; he 
did not give- permission to anyone that evening to use his car. He sai 
he always parks his car in the vicinity of Guest's Garage and he 
always leaves the keys in the ignition when the car is parked 

om the street near the garage. He repeated again that he hac cicpt 
from around 11:00 pm the evening of July 10, 1964, until daypreak 

the morning of July 11, 1964. He said during this period of time 
someone could have taken his car and used it as the keys were icft 

in the car but he had no knowledge that anyone had used his car. 
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PHILLIPS furnished the following signed statomeiit: 
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"I, Denver Willis Phil ake the follow ‘ee and yviun- 
tary statement to and who I 
know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bure of Investigation. 


I have been told by these two special agents tnat I do not have 
to make any statements ‘before I consult with an attorney if I 
so desire; that I am not required to make any statements; that 
no threats or promises will be made to me to get me to make any 
statements, and that anything I do say may be used agains te 
in court. 
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On 7/30/64 ot Athens, Ga. . File # AT 157-735 


SA d 
by os . Date dictoted 8/ 1/64 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your egency; it end ite contents ere not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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ave previously furnished a s ed statement to Agents L 
on on July 29, 1 4. After thinking over 2 
the statements made on yesterday, I wish to add the 

etic information: 


"The one job I worked on Friday night, July 10, 1964, after 
coming to work, was on a 1958 Chevrolet which had been driven 
to Guests Garage by a Negro man to have a set of points put 
in and a solenoid switch put in. This car had South . 
Carolina Registration Plates on it. I understood that: tre 
man was working for some contractor in Atlanta, Ga., ard 

was going up to his home to get some kind of liquid stuff 

to use for the job. Just about daylight this Negro man 

and another Negro came down to the Guests Garage and he told 
me he could not get his car started. My Uncle, CLAUDE 
BENNETT who works at Guests with me, and I followed this 
Negro man and his friend to a driveway at the edge or thea 
yard near some private homes. I believe it was on Baxter 
Street, and it was near Aiken Concrete Co. The cwner of the 
car said he had stayed overnight with a friend and when he 
got up in the morning he could not start his car. We brought 
the car back to Guests Garage and put the battery or charge. 
I left the Negro man and his car with my Uncle CLAUDE 
BENNETT, and I went on home. 
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“When I went out on the job the telephone rang, and CLAUDE 
said HERBERT would answer it. I did not see HERBERT GUEST 
at this time, but his car was there, and when I got back 
to the Garage, I saw HERBERT at the garage. I do not know 
if CECIL MYERS or HOWARD SIMS were around at that time. 
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"T wish to state this explaination is a little different thar. 
the statement I- ents yesterday, and it was only 

after talking to and CLAUDE BENNETT and b2 
talking about at time, that I now : 
remember did not wake me up Saturday morning, 
July*il, » but my Uncle CLAUDEand I went to fix the car 

of the Negro man as I have stated above. 
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HOWARD SIMS, CECIL MYERS, and JAMES LA 
‘and in and out of there so much of the time, and at 


cs © 


“J also wish to state that I may have gone up to the 

Qpen House Restaurant for a cup of coffee between the time 

I came to work on Friday night around 5:00 or 5:30 p.m. and 
the time I went to sleep in the 1957 Buick around 11:00 p.m. 
Friday night. I wish to say however, that I did not go 

up to the Open House restaurant anytime after that, that 
evening, nor did I go up to the Open House Restaurant anytime 


that following morning before I went to my home. 


"J also now recall that on the evening of Friday, July 1¢, 
1964, when I arrived at Guests Garage that JAMES LACKEY 
might have also been around the garage. I do recall secéing 
him there that night before I went. to sleep, but GUEST, 

are around there, 


different hours, that I cannot recall the exact time they . 
were there, or when they might have left. I recall however, 
SIMS left around 11:00 p.m., saying he was going to pick up 
his wife at the hospital. 


"on Sunday re nt or possibly Monday night, July 12, or 13, 
1964, around 5:00 p.m., HERBERT GUEST,HOWARD SIMS, CECIL 
MYERS and JAMES LACKEY were standing around outsides Guests 
garage and I overheard them talking about the Negre man who 
had been murdered. I do not know which one of them made the 
statement, but someone said something about they think we did 
it. By they, I thought the group was talking about the 


police. I walked over and pointed my finger at CECIL MYERS 


and asked him if he had shot the Negro. He replied, ‘Ycu 
pastard!’ He never gave me a direct answer. The group 
continued talking, and I walked away from thet. I don't know > 
if they said they were at the Open House Restaurant at 4:90 am 
and went back at 5:00 a.m., or that they were at the Open 
House from 4:00 a.m. to 5:00 a.m., the morning that the Negzo 
was shot. 
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"At different times after this I have asked each of this 
group Of HERBERT GUEST, CECIL MYERS, HOWARD SIMS and JAMES 
LACKEY if they were the ones who shot the Negro army 
officer, and they all have said no to my question. 


"TJ wish to state that I have never been told by any of this 
group, or any other person, to say that I was asleep in the 
1957 Buick at the Guest Garage the night the Negro man 

was murdered. 


"Tn January or February 1964, shortly after I went to work 
for HERBERT GUEST, I went riding with HERBERT GUEST, HOWARD 
SIMS and CECIL MYERS. We were riding in MYERS Chevy II 
stationwagon. It was around midnight. We were returning to 
Guests garage having just -been at the Open House. We noticed 
a car with several Negroes in it on Thomas Street, which is 
u. S. Highway #29. We followed them several blocks and 
pulled up beside them at the red light at the intersection cf 
Thomas Street and Broad Street in Athens. SIMS rolled down | 
the glass window in our car and said something to tnem. I do 
not remember what it was, but I think he was trying to 
aggravate them. We turned one way, and the car with the Negros: 


. in it turned the opposite way. We went back to the garage. 


"On several occasions in the past, after having been to the 
Open House Restaurant with SIMS, MYERS, GUEST or LACKEY, but 
on most of the times with HOWARD, we would swing around rs 

of the nearby blocks as they wanted to get a licenses nucu-r 

of a car. It was not necessarily always the cars belong 

to Negroes that we would go after. The number of the car 
would be written down, and I do not know what was done after 
that. I believe they would get these numbers because of 

some complaint that had been made by someone to this group. 

I do not know what they did after they got the license numbers. 
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“Right about the time I was arrested in Athens, Ga., for 

a shooting, which was on June 21, 1964, I was driving my 
1958 White Cadillac with HOWARD SIMS, HERBERT GUEST, CECIL 
MYERS and JAMES LACKEY riding with me. I am not positive, 
but I believe it was about two days before I was arrested. 
HERBERT GUEST was riding in the front seat with me. The 
other three were in the back seat. CECIL MYERS and HOWARD 
SIMS were carrying pistols with them, and SIMS also had with 
him a double barrel sawed off shotgun. We were coning ba-k 
towards Athens, Ga., on U. S. Highway #29, near Alcs Read. 
We had all been out to White's Truck Stop on U. S. 29 to < 
It was around 12 midnight. I wasstopped at the stop light. 


As I looked out the rearview mirror, I noticed a car comin: 


up beside us and someone was hanging out the window with 
what appeared to be a shotgun. | 


"As this car came past us someone fired a shot out of a snot- 
gun at us. I could see that the car was full Negro bess or 
men. Just about the time they shot at us, SIMS, who was 
seated in the back seat behind me, put the shotgun cut or the 
window and fired both barrels of the shotgun he had witr him 
at the car. The other car ran through the red lignt and we 
were not able to catch up with it. The car in which ths 
Negroes were riding was a 1955 or 1956 Chevrolet. 


"my car is a 4 door hardtop and we had all the windows down. 
One of the pellets fired from the gun out of the Nicorcss car 
struck JAMES LACKEY in the forehead and left a litt:le bump 
which bled slightly. None of the rest of us was hit. I 
wanted to stop and call the police, but the rest of the group 
would not let me. They never said anything else atout if. 


"This statement o ages has been ad to me in the 42 
pressnce of Agent by Agent 


as I cénnect reac. 
It is true. 
: /s/ DENVER W. PIILLIPS 
"Witnessed: : 


Special Agent, FBI - Atlanta - 7-30-64 Lae 
Special Agent, FBI - 7-30-64" as 
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A group of photographs were exhibited to 
Mr. PHILLIPS after he signed the above statement and he selected 
the photograph of JAMES SPERGON LACKEY as the individual he had 
referred to above as being with HERBERT GUEST, HOWARD SIMS and 
CECIL MYERS in front of Guest's Garage the evening of July 12 or 
July 13, 1964; when this group was discussing the murder of the 
Negro Army officer. 


PHILLIPS stated that JAMES LACKEY worked at a 
filling station in Athens, Georgia, and was relatively new in 
the community. He said LACKEY has come to Guest's Garage cn 
some occasions alone and on other occasions with several cthes, 
including HOWARD SIMS, CECIL MYERS and GUEST. He said LACKEY 
has frequently been at the garage wearing or carrying a small 
gun. 

> 

With reference to his statement that he, PHILLIPS, 
had slept in the 1957 Butck from around 11:00 pm until daybrsax 
the morning of July 11, 1964, PHILLIPS advised that the 1957 Buick 
was black in color and had been left at Guest's Garage for repairs 
two or three months ago by a young man who was in the military 
service. | 


PHILLIPS advised that he works strictly on 
commission basis at Guest's Garage getting 50 per cent of th 
lator charge and 40 per cent of the price of the parts. H+ 
said he works long and irregular hours and that any charce he «ats 
when the work is slow, he will go into the 1957 Buick and sle«p. 
He said that all of the people who work at the garage know he 
-sFeps in the car and that LACKEY, GUEST, SIMS and MYERS, as w:il 
as other people who frequently come to the garage,know hs 
sleeps in this car whenever he gets a chance. 


With respect to the one mechanical repair job hs 
had on the night of July 10, 1964, as set forth in the signead 
statement he had furnished, PHILLIPS advised that he believed 
he had made up a repair order on the car because the job had been 
paid for in cash. He said that he believed the repair work copy 
would be someplace in Guest's files and he would attempt to lccate 
it without HERBERT GUEST knowing the same. He said that the ° 
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following morning when he and his uncle followed the two Negroes 
to the place where this car had been parked, the Negroes drove 
without the lights on in their car as it was about daybreak tus 
that the vehicle he and his uncle had used had the lights on. 

He said-the car was located in an inoperative condition underneath 
a large oak tree in a small area surrounded by Negro homes. He 
said he believed he could again locate the area and volunteersd 

to accompany the Agents for this purpose. 


PHILLIPS said that he regularly goes to the Op»en 
House ResSaurant for coffee and to eat, usually around 2:00 am in 
the morning. He said that he has been up there with HERBERT 
GUEST, CECIL MYERS, HOWARD SIMS, JAMES LACKEY and oftentimes 
would be up there with just a customer who dropped by in order 
to get a cup of coffee. He again denied that he was up at the 
Open House Restaurant at any time after 11:00 pm the evening of 
july 10, 1964, or after he finished work the early. mornirzg of 
July 11, 1964. He was asked if any of the individuals re mentions3 
above having been with him when he went to the Open Hcuse 
resembled him at all and could have possibly been mistaken foz him 
as being at the Open House during the evening or early morning cf 
July 10-11, 1964. He said that CECIL MYERS is small like he is but 
that MYERS frequently wears eyeglasses and PHILLIPS has never worn 
them. He said that JAMES LACKEY is generally built the same way - 
has dark hair, and is with GUEST, SIMS and MYERS frequently. He 
said that neither SIMS nor GUEST bear any resemblance to him and 
he cannot think of any other individuals he might have heen us the 
Open House Restaurant with who bear any resemblance to him. He 
stated that he is unable to explain why anyone would have said 
that he was at the Open House Restaurant during the late evening 
of July 10-11, 1964. : 


PHILLIPS again denied that he was a naturalized 
member of the Ku Kiux Klan. 
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He again stated that he had been asked by several 
people, including HERBERT GUEST, to join the Klan but he had 
attended only one meeting around the second month of 1964, shortly 
after he went to work for HERBERT GUEST. He said he attended this 
at. the insistence of "HAMP"TURNER. He said he paid a $1.00 dues 
fee but has never been to any other Klan meetings and has never 
paid them anymore money. 
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On the morning of July 11, 1964, when he and his 
yncle left the garage to determine what was wrong with the 3 
inoperative vehicle of a Negro male on whose car he had werked 
on the previous evening, he noticed that a trailer which had been 
left at the garage approximately two weeks previously for repair 
was gon e said that this trailer belonged to a person by the 
name of Allvnose last name he could not now recall. He said Lo 
was from Lawrenceville, Georgia, and owned several trucks. a 
was friendly with HERBERT GUEST and had been at the garage 
cn other occasions. The trailer had been parked outside of 
Guest's Garage but he does not remember if all of the repairs on 
it had been completed. He said because it was parked there sc 
long, he did remember that it was gone that moring. He does not 
know who took it or when it was taken but is certain that the 
trailer had been in the place where it had been parked the evening 
of July 10, 1964. 
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PHILLIPS denied that he had since the murder of 
Lt. Col. PENN on the early morning of July 11, 1964, chengz2d 
any of the tires on the cars which he drives. He stated that he 
had no knowledge that HERBERT GUEST, HOWARD SIMS or JAMES LACKEY 
had changed any of the tires on the automobiles they drive. He 
stated, however, that last Monday, CECIL MYERS came tc Guest's 
Garage and changed all of the tires on the white Chevy II station 
wagon which MYERS owns. He said MYERS had purchased outright 
from GUEST, four recaps which were put on his car by MYERS himssif. 
He said GUEST usually buys his recap tires through Reckest Tires 
Service in Athens, Georgia. 
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PHILLIPS stated that after MYERS put on the recaps, 
he took all of the old tire casings with him and carried them from 
the garage in the station wagon. He said he does not know what 
MYERS did with these old casings. He said he does not know why 
MYERS changed tires at this time other than the fact the tires 
needed to be changed and were well-worn having no tread. He 
further said one of the tires had a@ ruptured bump in it. He 
said that this would be his only ey ee as to why MYERS had 
changed his tires on his car. 
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| PHILLIPS said that MYERS has a funny characteristic 
in that if someone walks up to him and without advanced warning 
points a finger at him and asks him a question, MYERS will usually 
say what is on his mind. This is the reason that PHILLIPS walked 
up to MYERS the Sunday or Monday night of July 12 or 13th when 
MYERS was with SIMS, GUEST and LACKEY in front of Guest's Garage 
discussing the murder of the Negro Army officer. He said that 
this group or any one of this group is capable of committing such 
an act as was done in the murder of the Negro Army officer. He 
said this group and each of them individually hate Negroes. He 
said that although in his conversations with them wherein each, 
that is, LACKEY, GUEST, SIMS and MYERS, have denied the murder, 
that he, PHILLIPS, is not in his own mind convinced that they did 
not do it. He said this is purely his own suspicion and he has 
absolutely no information that they,in fact,or any one of them did 
commit the murder. 
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He again repeated that he recalled the date thir 
this group was discussing the murder in front of the garage, 
ng it to the visit he and his wife, together with his cousin 
and his wife and the children of the two families b>? 
gone to the Indian Reservation at Cherokee, North Carolina. c 

He knows that they had made the trip to North Carolina on Sunaé@y, 

July 12 but he did not say for sure if the conversation he over- 

heard between LACKEY, SIMS, GUEST and MYERS was that Sunday night 
when he returned for work or the following Monday evening. 
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PHILLIPS was again questioned as to his presence 
in Winder, Georgia, in July, 1964. He again denied that he had 
been to Winder during this period of time and specifically denied 
that he had been there with LACKEY, SIMS, GUEST or MYERS. 
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PHILLIPS was again questioned concerning the 
cross-burning incident at the residence of 
Center Community, Route 1, Nicholson, Georgia, 
May 16-17, 1964. PHILLIPS said that he believes the first time )%eu 
he heard-about the cross-burning was on a Tuesday, several days 
after it had allegedly taken place. He said he is uncertain but 
it was probably mentioned to him by his wife who had heard of 
it from one of the neighbors. He again stated that he had not 


' caused the cross to be burned nor did he have any knowledge as 


to the identity of any persons who may have committed this act. 


PHILLIPS stated that his wife, BOBBIE JEAN PHILLIPS, 

to his knowledge was not a member of the Ladies Organization of 

the Ku Klux Kian. PHILLIPS said prior to the time he went to work 
for HERBERT GUEST in Guest's Garage, he had never been involved in 

trouble. He said the activities with which he has been associated 

since that time have been brought about more-or-less at HERBERT 
GUEST's suggestion. He said the activity of following cars and 

the shooting at houses, in his opinion, were the result of Ku Kiux 
Klan activities. 


He stated that the shooting incident for which 
he is out on bond and on which he was arrested on June 21, 1964, 
was to his knowledge not occasioned as the result of his car 
containing himself, SIMS, GUEST, MYERS and LACKEY ‘having ‘been 
fired upon. He said no mention was made to him that this shooting 
was in retaliation for the group having been fired upon by the 
group of Negroes at the intersection of U. S. 29 and Alps Road. 


PHILLIPS said that the sawed-off shotgun which 
HOWARD SIMS used to carry all the time was believed to be a 20-gauge 
shotgun. He said HERBERT GUEST has a sawed-off 12-gauge shotgun 
and numerous other guns. He said he believes that SIMS had used 
the 20-gauge shotgun the night that SIMS exchanged shots with 


pt carload of Negro males in June of 1964 that he had referred to 
above. 
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PHILLIPS again repeated that he was not asked by anyone and 
specifically by GUEST, SIMS, MYERS or LACKEY to say that on the 
evening of July 10-11, 1964, he was asleep in the 1957 Buick 

at the Guest's Garage. He said that he was not asked by anyone 
and specifically by each of the above four individuals to provide 
an alibi for their activities or the activity of any one of them 
for that evening. He said inasmuch as he was asleep from around 
11:00 pm until daybreak the morning of July 10-11, 1964: he did 
not know what their specific activities were; thet they could 
have come and gone from the garage any number of times withort 
‘him knowing about it. He said that although he was asleep tha 
night, he believes his uncle, CLAUDE BENNETT, was awake and at 
the garage. 
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At the conclusion of the interview of DENVER WILLIS 


unteered to accompany Agents d 
Saal an attempt to locate the area in wi:icn 1 
automobile he had worked on the evening of July 10, 1964, was 
parked and found inoperative by the owner the morning of July 1l, 1964, 


With PHILLIPS' assistance, the area was identifi«d 
as being located in a driveway adjacent to the residence of 
360 Barber Street, Athens, Georgia. PHILLIPS stated that in his 
signed statement he had indicated the street to be "Baxter Strest" 
but now rectognized the area to be Barber Street. I% was noted that 
t+he area was in the immediate vicinity of Aiken Concrete Company 
which had been mentioned by PHILLIPS in his signed statemsnt as 
being the area in which the car was parked. | 
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August 4, 1964 


i 


I. «22 2servicwes tc 
determine e was.the individual who driven a person to 


Guest's Garage on Saturday. morning, July 11, 1964. This : 
rergon's car was parked under tree just off Barber b7e_ 
Street and within sight of residence. 
tated that during the early morning of 
vuly li; 2 an unknown Negro male had knocked at his dsr. 
He stated he had been sleeping at the time and this individual 
asked him to take him to Guest's Garage as his car would not 
start. He stated he dressed and took the person to Gusst's 
Garage and estimated he arrived there at 6 or 6:15 a.m. on 
July 11, 1964. This person located the mechanics who head xarked 
corn the car the evening before and this mechanic and ons other — 
white male returned to Barber Street in a truck from Gucstis 
Gz The person who had asked for assistance returned with 
in his 1956 Buick automobile. ho 
a 


stated he noticed this car which reportsdly 
weuld not start was about a 1958 Chevrolet, black in color, 
howsver, he did not notice the license plate and does nct kuiow 
whether or not it was a Georgia license He stated he would 
be umable to describe this individual who had come to his dcor 
and asxed for assistance other than the fact that hs was & 
Néegrs male. He could offer no description cf the perscns wh: 
returned from Guest's Garage to assist in getting this 
automobile started. He stated the automobile was taken from 


the parking area by these mechanics. 4b 2 
qo 


Gs :.:: he had no further information a5 ts the 
identity o is person, however, would ccntast the FBI should 
he see him again. 


He stated he had no information as tc the idéntit: «f 
the person or persons responsible for thedeath of Lt. Col. 
LE¥UEL A. PENN on July 11, 1964. - 3 
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-26-40) ©" FEDER.\L BUREAU OF vives Pron : 


(1) . Date August 7, 1964 


- DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS, Route 1, Nich Seorzia, 
a Co contacted by Special Agent L 
and in an attempt to Ze 


develop poss eé additional n regarding the activities 
of individuals frequenting Guest's Garage, Athens, Georgia, where 
PHILLIPS is employed. 


. t the outset of the interview, PHILLIPS was advised 
by ae he need make no comment prior to consulting an 
attorn so desired. He was advised that he need not make | 
any statements; that any statements made would be free and ha 
voluntary; that no threats or promises would be made to him to 

induce this statement and anything he said could be used against —. 
him in court. , 
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: PHILLIPS again denied to the interviewing Az-ents that 
he was involved in any manner in the murder of Lt. Colonel LEMUEL A. 
PENN in Madison County, Georgia, July 11, 1964. He again advised 
that he did not possess any information as to the identity of the 
individual or individuals who had perpetrated this murder. 
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PHILLIPS stated that after both occasions when h« was 
interviewed by the FBI, he was contacted by HOWARD SIMS at Gutst's 
Garage and SIMS asked him the nature of the questions asked. He 
admitted telling SIMS that he had been asked whether or not ke had 
a girlfriend. He denied that SIMS had threatened him in @ny manrer; 
denied that HERBERT GUEST, by whom he is employed, had threatened 
him in any manner or had directed him to furnish any information 

in the nature of an alibi for HERBERT GUEST, CECIL MYERS, JAMES 
LACKEY, HOWARD SIMS or any other person. 
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| PHILLIPS advised that around 8:00 pm, August 4, 235%, 

he was at Guest's Garage and answered the telephone. An individuai 
who did not identify -himself, asked for HOWARD SIMS and PHILI.IPS 
“told him that SIMS was not at the garage at that time. This — 
indvidual then told PHILLIPS to tell HOWARD SIMS, "The boy from 
Monroe wants to see him". PHILLIPS stated that within ten or 

fifteen minutes after receiving this call, HOWARD SIMS, HERBERT 
GUEST, CECIL MYERS, DOUG an individual he identified 

from photographs o: ils came to the garage in CECIL 
MYERS' Chevy II station . gave SIMS the message and aie 
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thereafter, the five individuals he identified above left the 
garage again in MYERS' station wagon. He believed it was after 
they left that he, PHILLIPS, heard there had been some trouble 
in Monroe, Georgia, that evening. PHILLIPS advised the five 
individuals above returned to the garage approximately one or 
one and one-half hours later. He did not know where they had 
been and no conversation as to the activities which transpired. 
during their absence at the garage was made within his presence. 
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(1) 


Dete August [, 1964 


DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS, Route l, Nicholson, Georgia 
Center Community, was recontacted by Special oe | 
ond a {= an attempt to develop additiona ormation 
Cc vities of individuaSd frequenting the Cuest's bo 
Garage where PHILLIPS was employed. 


At the outset, of the interview, PHILLIPS was advised 
by SA that he need make no comment prior to consulting bX 
an atto he so desired. He was again advised that he need not 
make any statements; that any statements made would be free and 
voluntary; that no threats or promises would be made to him to induce 
ee and anything he said could be used oe. him in 
cour — 


PHILLIPS furnished the following infoveations 


The last time he had seen JAMES LACKEY was on the day 
pefore he was first interviewed by Agents of the FBI which would be 


July 28, 1964. 


He said after he was first interviewed,when he return 
to the garage HOWARD SIMS, HERBERT GUEST and he believed CECIL MYERS. 
were there and asked him the nature of the questions as well és anytt. 
he had told the FBI Agents at the interview. He admitted he hed tol 
SIMS the Agents had asked whether he or GUEST had any girlfriends. 


PHILLIPS further stated that on the evening he had 
returned to work after the second time he had been talked to by 
the FBI Agents, SIMS again asked him the nature of the questions 
asked as well as the nature of the information he had furnished, 


PHILLIPS said he told SIMS he had furnished informa’: - 
to the FBI Agents as to the identities of the individuals who were 
riding with him in his car in the vicinity of Alps Road and Route’ 2o 
in June, 1964, at the time PHILLIPS' car containing HERBERT GUEST, 
HOWARD os CECIL MYERS and JAMES LACKEY was fired upon by a car 
containing rh ges - of Negro males with whom SIMS exchanged shots. 

He staved’ that SIMS got mad and said something to the effect, "Why 
the H--- did you say I. was in the car“. Hemid SIMS walked away | 
and he did not remember what else SIMS said. 


on 8/6/64 


by 


Athens, Georgia 
and | 
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PHILLIPS advised that in connection with the case 
which is pending against him involving the shooting on June 21, 
1964, at Athens, Georgia, for which he has been arrested and 
released on bond, HERBERT GUEST signed a property bond to secure 
the release of himself. PHILLIPS said that he has sold all the 
4unk cars he formerly had in the yard adjacent to his residence 
and has taken the money he obtained from this sale in crder to 
secure the services of an attorney. He said that he has enraged 


, an Ather:s attorney by the name of HUDSON and who hae offices in 
. the Southern Mutual Building. He said this same attorney is 


representing GUEST in connection with the latter's arrest at 


_the same tims PHILLIPS was arrested. 


+ 


PHILLIPS advised that PAUL STRICKLAND who was 
arrested with him and GUEST on June 21, 1964, in connection with 
the shooting was not even present but was identified by witnesses. 
PHILLIPS related the following concerning the incident: He was 
working at the garage that evening when HOWARD SIMS, HER3ERI 
GUEST, CECIL MYERS and himself were all present. Either of thse 
other three made a comment about taking a ride up around Rock Sprinc 
Street and since he was not busy they asked him to drive. HILLIPS 
stated that he used his 1958 white, four-door Cadillac. HERBERT 
GUEST rode in the front seat with him. CECIL MYERS rods in the 
back seat behind the driver. HOWARD SIMS rode in the Pack ssat 
behind HERBERT GUEST. They drove out West Broad Street heading 
towards Atlanta and just as the light changed at the iitarsection 
of Broad and Rock Spring Streets, HOWARD SIMS fired the shotrun 
he was carrying. They returned to the garage and the Athens police 
came shortly thereafter, placing him under arrest for huving been 
involivec in this shooting and having an improper registration on his 
automobile. He said that although at the hearing witnesses 
identified PAUL STRICKLAND as one of the individuais involved, 
STRICKLAND was not there. He said that SIMS was never identified 
or arrested in connection with this shooting but this incidéen: 
was the-.one in which a Negro was struck in the eye. 
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PHILLIPS advised that he has never realiy hac 
the opportunity to tell this story to his attorney bsczuse cn 
each of the occasions that he has gone to see Mr. HUDSON, HOWARD 
SIMS has gone along with him. He stated that SIMS has never made 
any threats towards him in connection with this incident nor — 
has SIMS told him he should never identify SIMS as having been 
prssent that night and committing the shooting. PHILLIPS was 
asked why SIMS would have gone with him on each of thes= cccéziers — 
and he said it was possibly because SIMS wanted to know «nat 
‘PHILLIPS was going to say. He said also that HUDSON was SIMS: 
‘attorney. 
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; si PHILLIPS stated that he has seen shotgun shelis. 
containing “OO buckshot at Guest's Garage but he has never seen 
any loose buckshot around and did not recall ever having seen 

aay shslls with "O" buckshot loads. He stated that GUEST, CECI, 
MYERS, BROWARD SIMS and other individuals have frequentiy cleaned 
their guns at the garage and wiped them with oil rags. He related. 
heacver, that he could furnish no information 4s to this group 
having cleaned their guns the evening of July 10 or the early 
mozning cf July 11, 1964, inasmuch as he was asleep thet evening 
in a car in the garage. 
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PHILLIPS was asked if he would be willinz to 
testify as to his knowledge of the activities concerning thse 
intident in which a Negro was struck in the eye from a@ p-=.J1=5 
from a shotgun blast fired by HOWARD SIMS as well as otz-~ 
jinfcermation he may possess concerning the activities of HERSET 
SUEST, CECIL MYERS, JAMES LACKEY,HOWARD SIMS and himself. He 
“stated that he hoped it would not be necessary but if he positively 
nad te, ke would be willing to testify to any information ne 
possessed. 
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C. PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND, 
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believes STRICKLAND to be a “good fellow", reliable and 
honest. He has never heard STRICKLAND express himself 
oni racial matters. 


WR 2601500 he is-sure that STRICKLAND was 
at work p.m. Friday, July 10, 1964, to 7 a.m. on 
Saturday, July 11, 1964, and did not leave the plant bz. 
during that shift. It would be possible for STRICKLAND 
to leave for possibly 10 minutes without being missed by 
but not for any time longer than that. STRICKLAND 
Ww on and is the boss of a converter machine which 
takes four men to run. If he had left for more than a 
break, it would cause the machine to shut down, as three 
men cannot do the operation and they would have been 
idle until STRICKLAND returned. 


GD 2211500 that STRICKLAND had told him about 
verne arreste y the Athens Police Department in June, 


19 that he was innocent of the charge. According 
STRICKLAND stated that he went to a gas station 
in i r at 10 p.m. or 1l p.m. that night with the 
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intention of doing some work on his car. 4 

who works in the Dairy Pak Plant, was also 4a 
charge a battery. They went to the Open House Restaurant 
together until about 1:15 a.m. and then returned to the 

garage. When they arrived, got into his car and 

was driving awa st as the police were arriving. They 

did not stop Two Negroes, who were with the 

police, pointe © STRICKLAND and two others and the 

police arrested them. At the time of his arrest, 

‘STRICKLAND did not know what he was accused of doing. 


4 
% , » - Ao . . 
Nw Spa”. ae ee ag) v 
*" e , >" , . _ &4 ._* ’ 


Yin ice 
rb} 


Pk emo 
pgs 


" ~*~. : . 7, ' a ** . * %* 4 . 
* “s . £08 ge ef . 2 ’ " : ~,", j , . n 5 . 


~_-* : ba 


On 741 3/64 at Athens, Georgia File #_ AT 157-788 


| SA nd O27 
by _SA zh/jim Date dictated 2 L4Z 64 . 


a 23%. 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your egency; i end ite contents ere not to be distributed outside your agency. 


snow TVET SHY ae = 
BS Asante eo eS ask aS aes Wine Kove. : 


cea rts ° 
seth cael ae ee 


oe Ae Aah LF SED bmn = Ty Se aoe a at are Y ge ee = 
a) o. eee ss? o ° 


AT 157-788 
JIG sHLL/kzh/jlm 


~- 
° WP 2cvi0cc that STRICKLAND has two cars, a bre 
1962 or 1 evrolet, possibly black in color, anda | 
two tone blue Chevrolet, bearing Georgia license 14-3709, 


which he usually drives to work and is believed to be a 
1955 model. 
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stated that on the morning of July ll, 
Gili 2s: ce failed to punch out on his time card and 
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had to certify that STRICKLAND worked the full 


“~”. 
~ 
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. He stated this was not Unusual as several bac 
employees do this records fil ~~ to being in a hurry and 


ae * 
b es ol - : 


forgetting. From records advised that the other 


three employees who worke e converter with STRICKLAND 
were not available at the present time but 
was the pressman in charge of the on er | 


erter in operation that shift and would know if 
STRICKLAND was gone from the plant for any length of time. 
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Deve July 14,1968 
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> 
Pak Corporation, Athens, Geo a, 


shed the following 
information on July 13, 1964. E 


ieee known PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND 
ail’: egan employment with this company. 
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has had no association with STRICKLAND on a 


social basis, but been acquainted with him through 
their enpioynent. ia advised that STRICKLAND has an Lae 
excellent reputation w the Dairy Pak Corporation, 1s 

known as a reliable e e, and has cauged no trouble 

of any kind at work. has heard nothing concerning 
STRICKLAND!s sentiment ding racial matters or 

Civil rights matters. GRRE curoicnes the following 

data from personnel records of the company. 
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PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND submitted an application 
for employment on November 5, 1955, and was accepted. he 
has been regularly employed since that time, and is 
presently an apprentice pressman. Employees are required 
to report for work by using a time clock, and STRICKLAND's 
time card for July, 1964, reflects that he clocked in for 
work on the evening of July 10, 1964, at 10:57 p.m. The 
time card does not indicate that he clocked out at 7:00 a.m. 
but it does indicate that his foreman certified that 
STRICKLAND did work an entire shift, and left work at 
7:00 a.m., July 11, 1964. 


WEB ox paines that this failure to sign out 
when leaving the plant is not uncommon, and that foremen \ 
are required to certify employee did actually 7c. 
work the required time. 


eae ficance 
to this failure to clock ly. identified 
STRICKLAND's foreman as 


-. Records provided the following background data 
regarding STRICKLAND: 
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Name 

sex 

Race 

Age 
Height 
Weight 
Addresses 


Relatives 


Telephone No. 


Previous 
Employment 


PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND, JR. 
Male 

White 

- May 1, 1937, Hull, Georgia 


140 pounds 

745 Danielsville Road, Athens, 
Georgia, (Date not shown); 
Freeman Drive, Athens, Georgia 
(Date not shown); 120 Lillian 


Drive, Athens, Georgia (Present— 


Address). 

Father - PAUL T. STRICKLAND 
Colbert, Georgia; 

Mother - EUNICE STRICKLAND, 
Colbert, Georgia; 

Sister - SHIRLEY JEAN 
STRICKLAND, Colbert, Georgia 
Wife - FRANCES A STRICKLAND, - 
120 Lillian Drive; 

Step-son - WILLIAM P. 
STRICKLAND, age 9; 

son - MICHAEL THOMAS, age 3; 
TROY STRICKLAND, employed by 
Dairy Pak; 

JAMES RANDALL STRICKLAND, 
san by Dairy Pak. 

6-792 

L. H. Bailey Roofing Sheet 
Metal Company, Athens, Georgia 
(Date not shown); Eli Whitney 
Cigar and Candy Company, 1655 
Broad Street, Athens, Georgia 


(1955). 
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References E. W. PINCKARD, Colbert, 
Georgia; 


D. R. POWER, Danielsville, 
Georgia; 
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Mrs. RICHARD MC ELROY, 
Colbert, Georgia 
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Education Colbert High School, 
twelve years, graduated 1955. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


por Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
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indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) dad + lbloyd/ with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
sid , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon returm of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The se is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


25373-15 = po¢y 
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wie Farmington, Georgia, 
telephone advised he is employed $2. _ 
as a pressman in the Converting Department of the Dairy Pak 
Butter, Incorporated, Athens, Georgia. He advised that he 
is in charge of a converter which requires four men to run 
it and on Friday, July 10, 1964, he began his shift at 
11:00 p.m. and worked until 7:00 a.m. Saturday, July 11, 
1964. On that night there were only two converters running. 
PAUL T. STRICKLAND was in charge of the other converter. 
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According to a both the converters were in 
operation for the entire shift except for a lunch break. 
stated he was sure STRICKLAND was in the plant for 
e whole shift and if he had gone out for any length of 
time the other three men working with him would have been 
walking around the plant with nothing to do. He stated 
it was highly unlikely that this would have gone unnoticed 
by the other men running his converter as well as ty the 
foreman in charge of the shift. 


e Gi 


advised he has known STRICKLAND for the 
past 8 to 10 years and considers him to be an honest, Lb > 
reliable, and dependable employee. —_ 
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The following inv 
CHARLES A, FERGUSON 
was received from 
Georgia, on July 106, 
STRICKLAND was related by marriage to W. VANCE and BETTY 
JEAN STRICKLAND, 306 Knottingham Drive, Athens: 


ter information 
, Athens, 


AT ATHENS, GEORGIA 


TRE 
advised that BETTY JEAN is the sistc 


of GOLDIE COCHRAN TURNER, the wife of GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER, 


- and that TURNER's sister, FRANCES, is married to PAUL THOMAS 


, STRICKLAND, a first cousin of W, VANCE STRICKLAND, 


They described PAUL STRICKLAND as a white male, 27 
years of age, tall, thin, with light brown wa hair They 
stated he was extreme nervous. 


They stated PAUL STRICKLAND was employed at -the 
Dairy-Pak Company, Athens, and that PAUL also had a first 
cousin, TROY STRICKLAND, that was employed at this same 


company. 


* They further stated that PAUL and FRANCES STRICKLAND 
reside on the right side of Lillian Street, Athens, across 
from another very distant cousin, D. L. STRICKLAND, PAUL «x, 
STRICKLAND was reported to be driving a 1950 Chevrolet, dark 
green in color, and FRANCES STRICKLAND was reported to be 
driving a 1963 Chevrolet, two door, white in color. 
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According to 


they had heard from an unrecalled relative that PAUL STRICKLAND 


was a member of the Ku Klux Klan. 


However, they could furnish 


no positive information concerning his reported membership. 
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advised tnat he has been working 
wne Dairy Pak Butter Company plant for four weeks and 
is not well acquainted with any of his fellow employees. 
He recalled that he worked on a converter machine with 
three other employees on the ll a to 7 a.m. shift DI 
which ended 7 a.m., July ll, l An employee named 
"PAUL", whose last nam did not know, was in 
charge of the machine an r two employees known 
only as also worked on that 
machine during that s AUL" was the press man and 
was there for the entire shift. He did not leave at any 
time except for a ten minute break twice during the shift 
and the lunch stop of twenty or thirty minutes, which was 
about 3 a.m. 


—_ recalled "PAUL" was there during the bo 
: Gan 


lunch period and ate with the others in the cafeteria in 
the building. 
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This document containe neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It ie the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your egeacy; it and ite contents cre not to be distributed outside your agency. 


A 


Mae PTT «4 


or 2 a 
“ee A —- ; > 
a " - :* Py, a one ‘~ 
. take 


ey 


, oy 


—_— i tei AS = 
piviendaiitiia PP Si > a oo A ne rs “s - 
anew " > = rare gd as =” ie Be ae 


iain ei 
ae eT FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE “TON 


i 


S eeeaiemnenannnn 
that he has known PAUL T. STRICKLAND, JR, since November, |, 


1955, when they started work together at the Dairy Fak Fe 
Butter Company. They have nc associated outside of work 
socially. 
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On Friday, July 10, 1964 QR started work at 
11:00 p.m. and worked until 7:CO a.m., Saturday, July 1l, 
1964. PAUL T. STRICKLAND was on the same shift w 4 ori 
and was the operator of the converter on «nt RD on 
two others worked. stated STRICKLAND was there for Le 
the entire shift and not leave the plant at any time. — 
He recalled that he ate lunch with STRICKLAND during the 
twenty minute lunch break at about 2:30 or 3:00 a.m. 


GE *e02110 that QD and one other L 
employee, wnose name he could not recall, worked on the re. 


same converter. 
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He reported Tor work at the Dairy Fak Butter, ee 
Flent om Friday night, july 10, 1954, et 11 p.m. and worke3 
7 Mm. - Sat urcey, Juiy ll, 1964. He is emplcyed as a "grabte 
on a converter machine in the piant, which machine takes Fea: 
recrle tc cperate | "spinler" on the muchine on this 


night was _ The “pressman" was PAUL STRICKLAND. 
the cther “grader” was a new emplcyee by ths rame cf Lf 


No one left the machine or plant during the eight 
cur shift cn the night cf July 10-11, 1964, exsest fer = tve-ty— 
minute lunch, which o2curred sometime bitwsern the nas s ay 
233u to 3 a.m., July 11, 1964. There was ons ten pate ten ait 
preceding the iunch period and another ten rir nate inn ay. {tox 
the lunch pericd during which times only one cf the four enn syane 
- On the converter was on @ break. 
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2 hes been croisyed at t':: passt 2« 
$8 buo.cwn PAUL STRICKLAND siansiec b#4: 
a considers STRICKLAND a"“r-aguisa: g.: 
on that Gould in nod way havs be:42. orn ected Rast 
Col... LEMiEL PENN. H= s&01d SZTRICKIAND's i°5' 
aprr:. ximetsly ponies weeks 3 
33, Georgia and is expe 
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STRICKLAND makes $2 an hour at the Dairy Pak Plant 
rlus benus ard receives anywhere from $90 to $130 weekly. 
He has rc idea wher2 STRICKLAND obtained his 1943 Ford. 


_ denied being a member of thé Eu Kiux Klan 
ar] stated that he kas never been a member. Hs dieclaime:i 
any Mncwledge r:gardirg the slaying cof PENN <r mowledce 


et +#& 


.f the persons rzsponsibie for the slaying. 


IR AS. 
am bed 


. rte ye gen 
A) Pee 
5.” ; 


4, 


tat ‘no 7% 
wns! 


eo,’ 


a * d 
vale Seb ot 


we 


sity 


yt tet 6 


ee 


wit I OE 
ee eae te 


*, rg 


~s 
i 


fey} . 
6) Vane” 


a 


ae 


st oe 


“4 Des 
‘. : eorlt "? 
re §% > 82 


.~ 
“ese. ¢ 


pt AES 
‘~~ 


dc 
| vom 
‘ork 
<<". 
3. 


3 


v 
* 


‘4 
a 2 


x 


Mite 
one F 


aa sae 4 OF 
a A ee 
0*O my . RS i’ 


re ae fhe Y) . 
lias #4 


‘ae 
’ 
a. 


‘ ; 
* 

oe, 
° * 


——— nee 

‘ 7 

a * 

Rt : 
aya 


#5 
| iiaw , . 


@ in ENS 

ty ~*"" 8 
. at 7 Ne 
re! ALS 


yl 


“ ; use _ 
ee Mode OA 
FIA 
Sy 


("» 


; A aA 


7) 


S 
A. 


Ke 


—O er wr Pe : 
igi 1 
Wie 


a ae 
| “M . . 


rom 


; be ” 
> 


*s _ 


‘7 
£0. 


tel 
a pe nate 


e @ 
. + 
*."* 


art ace 
7 
; 


“6 » ee 


bl 
*» ~ ’ , +" * s. oo 
”4 % . ‘ns 


\ 
’ 


‘ef# 
aes 


— v4: 
- 
* 


—e eee ere |; 


aes ee 


Set ues se 


’ reaerwr ?) ea ea 


> . 
’ 


i; 
we. 2 


é 


s WAg es errs _* -” . ; oe .* ote ; a 
>> . 7 ts “yw > + »* as | 
* +. e* A . s ¢ ‘ 
+ oe Yen . es 


oT) : See 


Lan: he = 3 . °4 


OE xs ae Se Ns 


tc 


> oe >> 
ta f, at %. “ey 
APRA PL 2 


Ee” She 


ere 
a 


Nees 


Pe Cahn 
“ or o? ~ “ 
we Rise F 


gh hage' 
ER ET 


a4 


wie TAC 
ey 


we F 


td 
A. 4 
’ ** 


mtr a * 


her * >, 
re 


of ct." ‘ ” yo, - 
far i 
; ‘ Ke 4s “"€ 
. ele 


~ 
4 


> 3 * ta) ° 
** . OP od 
‘ ‘ aye = “> 


a) 
Mg 


77% © Axo 


fag 5p 
& a LS 


aS e* 
, egetetes ; 


LF Pe Ae en 


* D ¢e 
Sas * 
° a te P 


oe py ety 


3 23 


AT 157-753 
RFS:..°3/es | 
1. 

RE: PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND, .->’. 


ke folilcwin vestigetion was conducted by 
SAs Amd 


AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA 


$7 


On July 2G, 1964, 1° caused a searcn 
Sa ts mads cf tv: Name File Records at the DepartmensS of Motor 
Vehicles Bureau. Georgia Suate Capitcl. From this search, it was 
det:rmined trat PAUL TIIOMAS STRICKLAND, Jr., 120 Lillian Drive, 
Athens, Georgia, registered a 1963 Chevrold, twc-door, 
ID 31&47&1239°00 om March 29, 1962. The 1964 tag has not, as ver, 
‘reached the file. The 1°63 registration was d+termined tc te 
14-5234. There was no record of any transfers on file at the Motor 
Vs-.2cle Eureau for PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND, Jr. | 


A'T ATHENS, SEORSIA | = 
: | 


Q:. Tuly 20, 1364, 
Daicxy Fae, Ir:z., advised tha TL SIALCKLAND, JZ.; 
1.93 an hour, plus intensive pay and thas nis eernings fcr 
{he wese ending “«.e Pellowing dates were as fo] lows: 


(. Bdilre 


- 7. 1964 

S. 1664 

21, 196% 11°.38 

Troyes 22, 1964 114.01 
guly 5, 1964 ~6~88.78 
euly iz, 1944 128.13 


Cn Tuly 26, 19A’ br 


Gross Barnives 


$107.47 
104.9) 


: > at whicn 
me n= éavi wae his brother, was currently 

om vacavion. suated that his srother purchased on 

July 1C, 1964, aS 7:36 am, a 195€ Chevrolet, ID VB6C075500 for 

$20> front PAUL STRICKLAND, 120 Lillian Drive, Athens, Georgia. 
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= produced a Gecrgia Cervificate of Motor Venicle Registraticn 

or snée above-descrite3 155€ Chevrolet wh awed cn the reverse 

Sid= “nat the car had been signed cver as PAUL STRICKLAND's 
Sigravure appeared or: the reverse side of this céervificate aiong 
witn the date July 10, 19€4. 


boos wes OEE that STRICKLAND acquirsd the 195°: 
Chevrolet front C e ITRUSSELD Motcr Company at Athens. Georgia. 


Continuing, —_! stated that STRICKLAND infc.m 
his brethe>, in sslling the 1956 Chevrolet to him, that he nes :a 
‘money fron the sale of this car to assist in exrenses incur 

because of his arrest by the Athens, Georgia, Police Depart aa for 
discharging firsarms within City Limits. b? Pe 


m the 1956 Chevrolet, new ownsd 
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ard all were determined to pe Fir:istecne 
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QO. Tuly 17, 1964, STRICKLAND was observed driving 
a iS43 dark blues Pord aut.cmobile bearing Gaorgia licensa 14-5250. 
This was js.-rmined to Psa ragistered te 

—= for s 1942, two-deor Ford auvomebile. 


Cre. July 20, 1354 advised unas 
4 3249, two-door Ford autemebile, dazrx blue in cclor, to % 


M~. STRICKLAND «htuS crs montana ago. He cculd rct further idex-tify 
Mo. STRICKLAND bus edvissd that his wire operated ESSIE's CAFS 
C2 Borad Sto-et in Athans. 
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Ty. quizy at ESSIE's CAFE revealed it was sun‘ hy 
-M=3. BFF STRIC4TAND, wife of PAUL STRICKLAND, Jr.'s uncic. 
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Cc. culy 12, 1964, cbhserved parked: in the drivewsy 
cf PAUYL TAOMAS STRICKLAND, o>.'s rasidence at Lillian Drive. wés 
% 1555 or 1964 Chevroles besring 1964 Georgi license 84-2332. 
Tris ~=zistraticn was determinad to have been issued to cne 

ReuS2 1, Colbert, Georgia. 
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On July 2c, hom: address 
Reute 1. Coltert, Jecrgia, was interviewed at his employment, ine 


Daizry Pak, Inc., Piant. te which time he ~ S23: he hés tecer. 9 


em lceyed at this plant since August, 1956. advised that = 
he resides as Colbert, Secreta, with his wife anda three chiidren. 


«/ st ‘ . 
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- Altording = he is a schcol friend cf PAUL 
STRIVKLAND, explaining that he went to school with STRICKLAND bh 
in Madiso1 County at Danielsville, Gecrgia. Cc 


WR 52 s5¢ that he, himself, is not a@ memvoer «+! 
the Ku Klax Klar. ) end further advised that PAUL STRICKLAND 


has n=ver informed him that he was a member cf the KKK. dAowsever. 


did state that he heard STRICKLAND was a member of the 
.4an Irrom an unknown source. 
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GHB 2 :tce that STRICKLAND was rct ths Sypse of 
C sheo-.% or kili anyones. He consis-2s STRICKLAND 2 


nd o75 no% gavern to anger. He als” & vased that 
know if STUICKLAND draz:k to excess. 


GED «3015-3 that he was cus *c STRICKLAND’s 
resiner22 for tae vet tims ox L111147 ive i7. Athens, 357 
le.25 SaSucday, Taiy 1%, 1944, for a visit 


ssa vt te | re dcsé 3S 
no* k-ow where STRICKLAND resided before but at he 
liv=i in the Athens, Crorgia, ara. 
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Con*inuing, pe he has never known 
SIATTALAND to be in trouble mn the law befors except for ' 
-5¢d cf shooting at som= Nezross in June of this year. 
cpiriicn that STRICKLAND was not guilty of this 
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GREED «150 that STRICKLAND 2s married and hes 
or <nild resulting [rom this marriage and a st<=pson hy his wife's 
forms mavriage. He advised he has never hetzrd of STRICKLAND and 
his wife having any merital difficulties. He st:ated he knows 
STRICKLAND's father and advised that STRICKLAND has one younger 
boots ner and two eisters. He also stated that STRICKLAND has an 
uncle ramed TROY STRICKLAND who lives on the Danicisvilie Highway ~ 


H= svated STRICKLAND has never bsen inthe military service tc 
his knowledge. 
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1s was the opinior. of GD cnet the shooting of . 
LEMVEL A. PENN was done by outsicers and not by people of the Ather 
Georgia, area. He stated he knows of no individuals in the hieae; 
Georgia, arsa capable of committing this crime. 3 a 


On July 20, Lillian 
Street, edvised that he has lived at this address for the past 


thre yeers and that PAUL T. STRICKLAND, Jr., end his family moved ir. 
zoss the stre¢t about two years ago. He advised he may be a 
distant relative of PAUL STRICKLAND's but did rot krow what thd 


_—— > 


relationship was. by 
< 


He stated PAUL STRICKLAND and his wife 
NO C iréer son PERRY, age 10-12 years who is FRANCES 
STRICKLAND's. sor. by a former marriage and MIKE. pre-school age, 
whs is th2 sen cf PAUL ar.d FRANCES STRICKLAND. They hire a maid «ne 
ig 2t the heuse daily and who is transporved to and frem her homes 
daziiy ky the STSICKLANDs. They keep unusual neues, arvivirgs «ard 
leaving €5 any hour cf She day and night. Some of the unusual 
ours ar:: caused hy PAUL STRICKLAND's employment, however, Mrs.STRICi 
LAND alse axvivss home late at right on some occasions. In sdditiocr: 
thers ame frequently cther cars in th<ir yard believed to be 
ssitors but whi. cause the neighbors some conzéern as to the pur- 
po32 of the frequent visitors. 
eg 


stated that while he is 
susri:ious cf their activities, he has no knowledge of any wroenz- 
dcinzg oz illegai «ctivity on their part. He stated that he nad 
heard of PAUL STRICKLAND's arrest on June 21. 1964, for discherginge 
fiecsaens wthin the City of Athens but did not know any cf the 
six sanetences r-zsrding that arrest. bAc 


advised that PAUZ T. STRICKLAND,Sr., 
hss te following brethers who are PAUL STRICKLAND. dgr.'s uncles 
ar.1 6% ore time 2<¢sided in the Diamend Hill ar=a: 
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AT 157-783 
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C. M. STRICKLAND - a Contractor; 

JEFF STRICKLAND - in the cafe business; 

T. G. STRICKLAND; 

EWELD STRICKLAND; and 

DORSEY STRICKLAND. 9. 


| i saeeteeeeeememneeeenenle advised oy: 
July 21, 1964, as FRANCES STRICKLAND, wite ot PAUL T. STRICKLAND. J 


_ 


has teen employed as his Secretary for about two years. He stated — 
he considers her to be cf good moral character, honest, intelliger:, 
,and would attemps to rstain her in his employ should she indivets 3 
-desire to leave. He stated she told him about her husbénd's arrest 
for discharging firearms in the City of Athens and that he was not 
guilty. She stated they talked to an attorney who wanted $750 for 
STRICKLAND's defense and due to the high cost, th t the 
services of another attorney whcse identity Gia rot kns: 
bu*s believed it may possitly te an attorney name v N. bo 
© 


ae stated he believes Mrs. STRICKLAND to oe 
conce~ned over he husband's arrest and forthcoming trial Cut 


indicated they have witnesses who can prove STRICKLAND was élis2where 
at ths time he is alleged to have done the shocting. 

stateli his relaticnship with Mrs. STRICKLAND has been confirsd to 
busizsss and at his office and h2 can furnish no additicnal 
information. 


AT COLSERT, GEORSIA 


On July 20, 1964, the residence of PAUL T. STRICKLAND, 
~.; was observed on the Diamond Hill Road, Colbert, Georgia, and 
°a biue ani white 1954 Ford automobile bearing Georgia license 
84-1°77 was observed parked in the driveway. This was determined =< 
be r2gistsred to SHIRLEY STRICKLAND, Route 1, Cclbert, Georcia, 
tor a 195+ Ford, four-door automobile. 57< 


. On July 21, RR ED 
of the Coltert Elemsentaiy Scnool, was interviewed at nis 


ence on the Diamond Hill Road, at which time he advised that 
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STRIC Quite well during his schooling and stated that 
STRICKLAND graduated from Eiementary School in 1951. During r.is 
asscciation with STRICKLAND, he considered him to be well-mannered 
and well-behaved. He advised that scholastically, STRICKLAND was 
&@ little oelow average. He considered STRICKLAND not to be a 
treublemaxer and had no indications during his association with 
STRICKLAND that he was hot-tempered. 
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He considered STRICKLAND not tc te the type to 
‘have teen involved in any racial incidents or shcotings. He 
‘was véexy nuch surprised when PAUL STRICKLAND gct into difricuity 
with the Athens, Georgia, Police invclving the shooting: intc 4 
Negro house. He had no information to substantiate that PAUL 
STRICKLAND was s member of the KKK, 
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. re, steted he has not kept up with PAUL = 
STRICKLAND since his graduation day from Madison County Hign 
Scr.ocl in 1955 end. accordingly, he couid not supply toc much in- 
forma“icn cuorncerning his activities sir.ce. that date. He stated 
that STRITKLAND was married and has a family and beli¢ved 
STRICKLAND te b= row living in AShens, Georgia. He advised 


AT DANS ELSVILiE. SECRTIA } 9 
rer: — 
on July 20, 1964, QE crerk cr the cours. 

Madisomn County Couwthcuse, reviewed arrsst records since ts yaar 

1948 withsut locating an arrast record for PAUL THOMAS STRITXLAND.J-r. 
¥ On July 2c, 1964, Sheriff O. G. SEAGRAVES, Madison 
Ceuntsz,. Gsorgia, advised he knows PAUL T. STRICKLAND, Sr., and 
oshns> memoers of his family but could recall no legal troubie on 
the pass of ary cf them. bo 


Cn July 2¢, 1964, ppc o rang EE Madiscr: 
County Coisolidated High School, rec : <«t PAUL STRICKLAND, Jr.. 
was one of his students from the eighth grade through the twelfth 
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gxvade. He comsidered STRICKLAND to be even-tempered and not the 
type to do anything against the law. He advised that STRICKLAND 
was an average student in school; got along well with the teachers 
and other students; and was generally liked by everyone. He had 
heard that PAUL STRICKLAND, Jr., was arrested in Athens for 


discharging firearms but did not know anything in addition to what 
he had read in the papers concerning it. 
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ED 0021. State Motor Vehicle 
Bureau, Atlanta, Georgia, advised IC on 


July 20, 1964, she could not locate a l Georg bac 

e ion under the name of PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND, JR. 
further stated PAUL T. STRICKLAND, JR., 120 

Lillian Drive, Athens, Georgia, registered a 1963 Chevrolet, 
two-door, Vehicle Identification Number 31847A129800, on 

March 29, 1963, and was issued 1963 Georgia license 

14-5084. Certificate of registration reflects vehicie was 

purchased at Brooks Motor Company, Crawford, Georgia, 

occupation listed as Dairy-Pak. 
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FD-202 (Rev. 1-25-40) r+ FEDERAL BUREAU OF wve Xion 


Date JUly 23, 1964 


(1) 


REE one month ago purchased a 1949 Ford autcmobile 
me for $50 turday morning, July 11, 1964, he 
autcmobile PAUL T. STRICKLAND, Jr., for 


PAUL STRICKLAND has a hrother RANDALL STRICKLAND 
whe is employed at Dairy Pak, Inc. He has a sister SANDRA 
STRICKLAND who is now married and resides on First Street in 
Atrens, married name unknown. He has one other sister, SHIRLEY 
STRICKLAND, who resides with her parents in Colbert. 


' A aaaieceniieaall displayed his membership cad 
the Athens Chapter o e Ku Klux Klan (KKK) which had an 


¢xpiration date of June 30, 1964. He advised that he has not been 
to a Klan mettirng for the past three months and did not intend to 
renew his membership or further attend any mestings because of 
Kian policies, with which he did not agree. He advised that PAUL 
STRICKLAND, Ir., was also a member cf the ainer.s Chapter cf she KKK 
and that PAUL w2s not going to have q 92 with the 
orgenization because cf his arress. stated tiat 
PAUL STRICKLAND. Jr., had told him that ne was innocent of the 
charges against him alleging the shooting at Negrces in the City 
Limits cf Atnens cr. June 21, 1964, but knew who was ~esponsibls 
for the shooting and would tell authorities their identity t=fore 
hs would accte i@ Chain Gang. PAUL STRICK- 
LAND, dr., nas he was at GUEST's 
Garage th- gn © GL4 e shooting occurred; 


Was there when these ~» n left the garage;and was thsrs when 
they returns. sfused to identify choss involved 
in the srkooting 4s told to him by PAUL STRICKLAND, Jr., and stated 


“he took an cath nct to divulge the identity cf cther members of the 
KKK. He was ask+:d specifically whether any of those involved in 

the shooting wers members of the KKK and hz hssitated, efter which rs 
stated “You mow who they are". He further advised that he did not 


believe L STRICKLAND, Jr., would advise of their identity. 
CE 521 << he knew nothing regarding the murder of LEMUEL 4, 
and did not believe PAUL STRICKLAND, Jr., had any infcrmasion 
concerning that mirder. 
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7/20/64 ., Athens, Ga. 
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by as Date dictated 


Fite # AT_157-788 


7/22/64 


a 
This document containe neither recommendations nor iin the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is ioaned to 
your egency; it and ite contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Mr. PAUL T. STRICKLAND, Sr., Diamond Hill Road, 
Colbert, Georgia, advised that he is the father of PAUL T. 
STRICKLAND, Jr., and that his son told him of his arrest in Athens, 
Georgia, for the alleged shooting of Negroes within the City Limits. 
Mr. STRICKLAND stated that his son denied being involved and had 
witnesses who could testify to his whereabouts at the time the 
shooting occurred. Mr. STRICKLAND declined to identify any of his 
son's witnesses and stated he did not know who actually was 
responsible for the shooting. He further advised he did not believe 
his son was aware of the identity of the persons responsible for 
the shooting. 
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Mr. STRICKLAND advised he had no knowledge concerning 
the murder of LEMUEL A. PENN but believed it was done by the two 
Negroes riding in the car with PENN at a location far removed from 
the Athens-Colbert, Georgia, area. 
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Thie document contains neither recommendations nor een FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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RE: SUSPECT PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND, JR. 


—> *ollowing investizsation was jciz.tiy ccend:cted bec 
by SA and SA : 


AT ATHENS, GEORGIA 


02 Jaly 22, 1964 Sy 
—_—_ Southeastern Rubber Manuzacturing Company, Iz=c., 
advise 


that FRANCES A, STRICKLAND was forzerly employ: 
by the company from February 24, 1958 urti}. November 21, 
1958 as a typist and general offic2 work. advised 
that Mrs. STRICKLAND was married and had t20 dependerts. 
Her address was listed as Post Office Boz 133, Lexingtcr, 
+ Georgia. Ske was bors December 27, 1937 ard Lar Sociaz 


: Security Number was listed armas: 


> 
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Ge... :--: that on August 5, 1958 Mrs. 
STRICKLAND requested that her maze, as FRANCES A. NATTOX, 
be charzed to FRANCES A. STRICELAND. According tc ae J [a 
eee ::. STRICELAND listed her reason for changing 

=r name as marriage to PAUL T. STRICKIAND, JR. Ske aiso 

listed PAUL T. STRICKLAND, JR. as beneficiary of her company 
insurance policy. ; 
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AT 157-788 
2 


GD 2a isnes an comneny arnlication 
for FRANCES MATTOX dated February °, 1958. 


. MATTOX furnished her street address as Post Office Bo~ bAe_ 


133, Lexington, Georgia and her telephone zumber as 
6-7301. Her date of tirth was reflected as July 27, 


7 ard her social security number was listed as 
Fer height was 5°7" and ker weight 125 pound:., 


cated that she was married and had one child. 
MATTOX attended Mason Academy grammar school 
for eight years, Oglethorpe High School for three years 
and Johuson Business College for nine weeks. Sine indicats:' 
that she owned her own automobile as well as her owr 
home. Also reflected on her application was the fact that 
she wore glasses part time. 


Her former employer was listed as Taily, ‘.iiy 
and Brown, Fayetteville, North Caroliza axd her position 
with this compazy was indicated as that or secretary. 
She also indicated that she workei for Sterchi Brothers, 4%. 
Inc. at Athens, Georgia and that her > bbgaae with this 
company was that of sz#cret Sk: listci 


as charcetsr references Crawford, Coonr 
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-with the STRICKLANDS socially. 


AT 15-768 
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ore, bk.’:ad Street, 

dvised he has Incwn PAUL T. STRICKLAND, “R., ard his 
wife FRANCES for about five years and has lived in the 
same neighborhood with them for about three years. He 
statei they visit frequently at each others houses and L 
he coisiders the STRICKLANDS to te honorable ani | y 
reputable pecple. PAUL STRICKLAND is cor.sidered to be 
quiet and not the tyre cf person to voice his opinions 
on contreversial matters. PAUL STRICKLAND has told 
him that he was not guilty of the charge for which he was 
arrested on Junz 21, 1964, involving the srocoting of 


firearms in the City limits of Athens, Georgia. = 
State2l he does nct believe STRICKLAND to dé Wir 


: ype OI man who would utilize that kind of tactic. 
é  ecews. AEREE that STRICKLAND at one time cvned a 
ad : 


douhle-barrel shotgun but sold 4:5 about one 


year ago xiii who is an uncle of FRANCES 
STRICKLAND. 


AT LEXINGTON, GEORSIA 


saan, but FRANCES was pte mi her in a ~ She 

stated she considers FRANCES STRICKLAND to be one of 
her closest frienis and has associated 
Stated that 
sr.e¢ coes not consider PAUL STRICKLAND to r2 tne type b> 
of person to cischarge flrearms te frighten Negrces —— 
and te has told her and her hustard that he was not 
guilty of the charges brought against nim in Athens. 
She stated PAUL STRICKLAND was nct the type of person to 
gossip cr talk ahout ather people. Other thar what she 
ras read in tne paper could furnish ne 
adiitional infcrzation abousS PAUL STRICKLAND'S arrest. 
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ae Stated FRANCES STRICKLAND never mernvicned PAUL's 
arrest co her that right ar.d laser told her that she 
aid 206 rring the matter up b2cauése was too 
upset. 
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The FBI Identification Division furnished information 
that the fingerprints of PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND, JR., as furnished 
by the Athens, Georgia, Police Department on July 22, 1964, their 
number had been searched through the Identification Division 
and failed to disclose prior arrest data. STRICKLAND was 


described as follows: 52. ie 
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Name: PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND, JR., 
aka. Paul T. Strickland, Jr. 


Race: White 
Height: 6! 
Born: May 1, 1937 


Fingerprint k 
Classification: Pe 
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PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND, Jr., employed as arn creratcr 
of @ converter press at Dairy Pak Plsnt, inc.. Athens; Georzia, wWw2? 
interviewed at hts residence, 120 Lil2ian Drive, at which Sine ha 
freely and vcluntsarily furnished the followir:z informatior.. 
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SADT 9S Comite an) CRA 


Or. the night cf the murder of Lt. Colonel LEMUJEL A. 
PENN, STRICKLAND recalls that he was at work from 11:CC pm unti} 
7:CO am and heard about the murder scmetime after setting home 
work. He could not recall the sps cific date “ut did recall it 
aA Saturday morning. STRICKLAND stated that there were three 
persons assisting him on his converter press as well as a foreme~ 
in charge of the night shift who could vouch rox his preserce i: 
plantall nizght. He could not recall that he fail«d to punctn his 
card wher. he left work that morning ar.d stated it hts happers3 
‘occasionally in the past and is rot vrusual. 
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STRICKLAND stated he had no kncwledge of tie rersc 
or persons responsible for the PENN murder, but implied thay i. 
was the two Negrc companicr.s riding with Victim PENN that were 
respcnsible ror the murder. He was. urable tc supply the iventitic: 
of any individuals whom he would consider capadle cr perpetrating 
this murder. 
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Ne admitted being arzvested by “She Athens Foes. 
Department cn June 21, 1964, and was charged wit! Disturb 
Peace, Shooting as Ancthezr and ‘ae, 1h Fi-sare.s in tne 
He ~elatei cn the night of June 2¢ 34, his wife wens te 
eutomobile races in his 1963 white aeviolat, having tefs } 
sometime between 7:30 pm and 8:00 pm. He drove nis 195% ees 
white Chevrolet “%c HERBERT GUEST's Garage, having ts¢?ft home av 
same time as his wife. On the way tc Guest's, he s! tepped by the 
Ku Kiux Klan Klavern for about one hour and arrive? aS Guest's 
Garage sometime between @:30 pm and G:00 pm. He stated tnexs was 
.@ meeting ay ths Klavern tc’ be fellows qd by a rally in Cevingvon, 
Qvorgia, and he «riginally intended tc atter:d the sally bhuv neo ore 
offered him a rid+ and before he could make kis cwn arwarec MONDE ; 
everyone was gene. He lceitered around Guest's Gerege begirming =. 
abouts 9:40 Em @nd recalled that DENVER PHILLIPS and 2 erirpied wa:: 
whose name might be BENNETT, were als: at ths garage. Bot?: PHILLIPS 
and the crippled man are emplcyed there. 
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On 7/29/64 | File #_AT 157-7 
SAs 


* : Date dictated 7£e3/E= 
JO€4 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of a It is the property of the FBI and is loane* :- 
your egency; it and its contents cre not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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42ccut 11:30 pm, although the exact tims is no% 
known, a fcllcw employes: at Dairy Pak, arrived at 
the Magnoliiz uas station next door tc guest's Garage to have a 


battery charged. While the ato th was being charged, 


+, Cros ~ 


STRICKLAND accompanied to the Open House Cafe on Hancock 
gvur2et next to the cld Post Office. They travelled from Guest's 
Garage to the Open House in STRICKLAND's 195€ blusc and whitvs 
Thavrole® and remained there for approximately one hour. Ac-ordin: 
to STRICKLAND, several people saw him there tut he refusec tc 
identify any of them, stating that he hoped these indivicuals «<.. 
pe witnesses fcr him at his forthcoming trial. 
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STRICKLAND recalled that the crippicd man, his 
daughter and-her husband, es unknown, were in Grest's Curace 
at the time he 1=f% i i He s.ivised that PHILLIPS hsd 
already departed for the Open House. While at the Open House 
and aS about 12:37 am, he received a telephone call from his 
wife who told kit snhs wanted to meet him at the Qpsr. House bud he 
told her that r= would mest her at Gi-st's Gerace, Shortly after 
arriving at the Open Hous= Restaurant with oe i 
with DENVER PHILLIPS who tcld him that: he had already ordered 
some hamburgers ic> BENNETT who worked at Guest's Garage. Acccrdins 
to STRICKLAND, PiiTLLIPS tcld him the hamburgers were not r-eadv 
and asked STRICKLAND to bring the hamburgers back tc Guest's 
Garage for BENNETT. At about 1:CC am he @n 
Guest's Garage in STRICKLAND's Chevrolet; 

Magr.olia Gas Station and thereafter departed tor hem:. 

two o» three mirut<ss after STRICKLAND returned tc the Caréde, 

his wife dreve us in her 1963 white Chevrolet. She inform.sd 

STRICKLAND that she had been stopped cnroute to the garage cn 
two o7casicns ty tthe police for no taillights. STRICKLAND ther 
roceeded to repair the taillights cn the 1963 Chevrciet. 
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| E:. recali<d that at th= time he resuzsmed tec 
Guest's Garage, EENNETT, his daughter and her hus>and were stiil 
there and he Selieved HOWARD SIMS, HERSERT GUEST and DENVER 
PHILLIPS Were 6150 present aS the garaze but he cculd met be sure. 
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A few minutes after his wife arrived a police 
cruiser with two ;clicemen and two persons of the Negro race drove 
up to Guest's Garage. He identified the two police officers as 
ED HANSFORD ond He advised that he had never seén 
the two Negroes with thesé o police cfficers before. Shortly 
‘hercefter, sanothar pclice cruiser arrived at Guest's Garage 

Olice officers whose names he did not know. 
alse drove up in another car right behine 
‘. cruiser. The two Nezroes then ider.tified hine-: 
HERBERT GUEST ard DENVER PHILLIPS by pointing to them, but 
STRICKLAND did not know at this time of what he was being 2-cus+ 
The police requested he accompany them to the Polizs Stavicr. in 
oca2r to straighten the matter out STRICKLAND wens with the two 
officers in a pelice cruiser and noted that GUEST ar:d PHILLIPS 
drove their own eutomcbiles to the police station. STRICKLAND 
advised thas GUEST had a 1956 cr 1959 lack ar.d whit: Cadillac ana 
PHILLIPS had a 1254 or 1959 all-white Cadilla:, beth of which were 
parked at Guest's garage. 


Fé, 


STRICKLAND advised Siat he was incsrcerated ix the 
City Stockade until 2:30 pm, June 22, i364, along with DENVER 
PHILLIPS. He advissd that HERBERT GUEST was relezsed frem ~The 
Stockade approxim.tely four hours afte> being taken te the Avh=ens 
Police Department. He advised that he was formally charged with 
Discharging a Firearm in the City, Disturbing the Peaze ané 
Assault with Intent te Commit Murder. A $2,509 tord was posted 
for his release by HOWARD SIMS who had no distussion regardirc sams 
with STRICKLAND. He believed that HERBERT GUEST posted fens Lor 
DENVER PHILLIPS. %ZUEST suggested they all hire JIM EUDSON, & 
lecal Athens atvucrney, as their lawyer and STRICKLAND stited he was 
paying his part cf the fee to HUDSON. At this point, STRICKLAND 
emphatically denicd having any knowleds2 concerning the charges 
made against him in connecticn with this inciaent and denied 
wae identibics of the individusls responsitie for tnis 
imcider: 
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STRICKLAND advised thas at one time - Owne2? &n 
Ithaca 16 gauge, double-barreled hammeriless sh un which ke scl: 
apprcximately a year ago to his wife's nce, a He st°.: 
his wife owns a pistcl, which he prcduced, ar. as ified as 
a 6.35 caliter Armi-Galesi-Brescia-Bz “evetto automatic pistol. Or. bc 
*his gun was the notation "Made in Italy" It is a chrome-plated 


pearl-handled gun with Serial Number 34 104. The gun had 4 cji’ 
eontaining six live rounds plus’ one in «. the chamber. 


STRICKLAND admitted being 4& member of the Avriier 
,Chapter of the Knights of the KKK, stating that he had iene. 
‘Klan in January, 1964. He also admitted that his wife was 4 met: 
of the Alan and that she had joined the Klan prior to 
him. He stated that his wife was instrumental in his joiring 
the Klan. He attended several Klan meetings but never parvicipei-- 
in any ieea-barrdaas or violence against tke Negroes. He denica 
riding azouri the City of Athens or outlying communities in 
automubiles with other KKK members, CAEOS SOSANS 5 pointing er 
or otherwise ir.timida‘ting perscns of the Negre race. He ad 
he astended “he demonstrations held at The Varsity Rest2 aurart ar 
March cf 1964, as an observer. He stated he was not present when 
SIMS was arrested for striking a Negro on the head at Tne Varsity 
Restaurant in March, 1964. 


STRICKLAND advised he continucd to believe in the 
purposes anc principles of the KKK ard believed it to b+ 2 worthy 
caus*. 


STRICKLAND was unih to furnish any intcrmstvion 
concerning the beating of employed by }% 
“ HERBERT GUEST in Guest's Garage. ¢ Svated he héd never hesara 


of this incident or such a happening. 


STRICKLAND advised that he had been to HER®ERT 
GUEST's Garage on only a few occasions and knew nothing ¢concernins 
any sale of the illegal whiskey at Guest's Gazrage.- He stated 
he had never purchased any illegal whiskey at this garaze and 
had no informaticn as to who might have been selling this iil*z-i 
whiskey with Guest's Garage as a covs>r. 
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SIRICKLAND also advised that hs knew nothirs 
concerning : w1Gi-iegro activities in Madison Ccunty, Seoxrzgi-+, 
even though he was bern and raised ir. that County. 


STRICKLAND stated that his fecling toward the 
Negroes is that “they are all right ir. their cwn place" ar:d 
that he does not believe in mixing the races. He stated 
that should the races be mixed or integrated that he. hims«ir. 
would not advocate violence to keep thsm separated. | 


STRICKLAND admitted kr.cwing of HOWARD SIMS icy 


four or five years and knowing him personally for éebcut thzie¢ 


years. He advised that he has known FERBERT “GUEST, ‘DENVER 
PHILLIPS, CECIL amd DOUG MYERS and JAMES LACKEY fer approximé.. 
six months and knew them along with SIMS to be members of 11 
Athers Kiavern. He denied ever accomreanying thes2 individ~.s. 
art eutome bile riding the streets of Athens during the nigh* 
tims Fours. He denied participating in a@ny avs of vicler.- 
threavs toward Negzoves with these inaividuals. 


Ducing this intervicw, the gerne ds 
and bécKgrour.d information of STRICKLAND was cbtair.:d 
personal observetion and interview: 


Name: : PAUL THOMAS STRICKIAND, .z 
Current Residence: icQ Lillian Drive 
Ashens,Ga. (buying non) 
Race: W:.ite 
Sex Ma le 
H=: ight: 547i" to €' 
Weight: l=>5 lbs. 
—a.as....lCt * Slender 
Complexion: uddy 
Ev 23: Biue 
Hairs . Derk Brown - cuxly 
avs Of Births May 1, 1937, at Macison 
Ccumty, Ga. 
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Scars & Marks: 


Marital Status: 


Education: 


Ssecial Security No.: 
Georgia Motor Vehicle 


Operator's License #: 


Previcus Employmerits: 


Previous Arrests 
Admitted: 


Militazy Service: 


Mothex: 


Brethers 


36"-4" horizontal appertector: 
scar 

Married - July 25, 1955, at 
Comer, Georgia - 2 children - 
afes 9 years and 3 years 
Completed Colbert, Gecreisa, 
High Schcol ard gradusted ir 


eee bre 


1£76164 issued May 1. 190-4, 
License issued in the tame 

of PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND, J>r 
120 Lillian Drive, Ath:ns, 4G. 
Expiration Date - 5/1/45 
BAILEY's Sheet) Ms%al Cc. 
Atkens, Georgia - As Laberer 


ELI WITT 
Avhens, Ga. - As La ncz's> 


Dairy Pak Plant, Inc. 
Avhens, Ga. 


Nene 


None - Registered with Lec 
Daft Board, Madiso:: ssa Sie 
Danielsville, aa.; Classifice 
1A4 - Father with Deverdarts 


PAUL THOMAS STRICKLAND, S:’. 
Reute 1. Colbert, Ga. 


EVJNICE STRICKLAND 
Rvute 1, Colbert, Géd. 


JAMES RANDALL STRICKLAND 
Aze 18 years; resides with pare 
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Relatives (Con'd): 
Sisters: SHIRLEY STRICKLAND - age 24 
Resides with parents 
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SANDRA, aka Mrs. JODY CRAIG 
Resides First Street, Atnens 2: 
Age el 


FRANCES ARLENE STRICKLAND. ne’ 
TURNER (vrevicusly married = 
(First Name Unknown MATTOX) 
R2sides with husband 
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Others: Numerous aunts and unci¢s 
residing in the vicinity cf 
Clarke Ccunty and Madison 
Ccunty. Georgia 
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STRICKLAND produced a Pistol T<ter 
to FRANCES Z. STRICKLAND ertitling her to carry on: 
Pistol, No. 3248104 issued in February, 1963, end va 
years. 
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as FOLENDORE, are now residing in Athens, Georgia, and he had 
received information that all three of them attend Klan meetings b7_ 
at the Athens Klavern. : 


as well as FOLENDORE, were in Sandersville, 
Georgia, on Sunday, July 12, 1964. br-_ 


WEB -ausea the records of the Washington Count; 
Tax Office to be searched regarding the vehicle owned b 


which records reflect that 1964 Georgia License 
was issued on March 28, 1964, to 
for a 
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“July 29, 1964 
Athens, Georgia 


ak 
| mare the toilowing 

volubtary "Cmer to and 
Charles A, ‘Ferguson, who have identified themselves 
to me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, I have been advised by SA 
that I am not required to make any statement, 
any -statement I do make can be used against me in a 
court cf law, and that I am entitled to legal counsei 
before I make any statement. 


"On Juiy 10, 1964, I went to 
Athens, | 

rgia, where I was employ Hh altercante.e I did ro 
leave this station until the 1 tag ge morning at abcut a 
aM, July 11, 1964. Whe: t to work that night I reliev 
the assistant manager, but I don't know kis ast 
name, We call this assistant manager 
and/or elieved me at 7:00 uLy ° 
I did no eave the staticn for any reason between 11:Cd 
PM, 7/10/64, and 7:00 AM, 7/11/64. I was at tks station 
by myself and did rot have any relief. It would kave tee, 
necessary for me to close the statica if - had left, a>i I 
did not. 


"The only customer I can recall is a waitress, wh«: 
resembles Icretta Lynn, that is employed ut the Key cf 
America Motel. She stopred by the station before 3:00 AM, 
7/11/64, and purchased cigarettes. 


"T have no knowledge concerning the kiliing cf Lt. 
Colonel Lemuel Penn in Madison Ccunty, Georgia, whi: “ — 
reported to have occurred during the early morning f 
of 7/11/64. I have never heard ary of my friends Psy aac Latas 


“Comment that they had knowledge of this killing. | 
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On 7/29/64 ot Athens, Georgia 


=: and 
», SA CHARLES A. FERGUSON: /SBB 
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“IT have read this 2 page hand writting 
Statement consting of this and one other page 
IT have intials all errors. the Statement is 


. true and correct_ 
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“Witnessed: Special Agent, \ 7 ae 
tlanta, Georgia, 7/29/64 
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“Charles A. Ferguson, Special Agent, 
FBI, Athens, Georgia, 7/29/64" 


voluntarily furnished the following 
additional information: 


GP aavisea that the only information he wus 
aware of concerning the murder of LEMUEL PENN was gained 
by him through watching television and reading newsl-ap=r's, 
He stated it was his personal opinion that PENN was dead 
before he ever reached the Athens, Georgia, area, bit 
that Le had no real information to back this opinion up. 
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He also stated he did not own any firearms, and in 
fact, he has never owned Bad firearms,. He further stated te 
had not borrowed any in a number of years. In 
connection with this, stated he did not have a 
“Gun Toting™ permit, an t he had not put up a bom for 
anyone else.to have such a permit, boc, 


He acknowledged being acaus4 vi th 


7@ declined to comment whether any of these isditcdualis 
were members of the local chapter of the Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan. , 


He denied having any knowledge concerring the 
* discha-ging of any firearms in Athens, or elsewhere. He 
stated he was never in any car at the time any weapon was 
fired at a residence, an individual, oz another car, 


by 


Cc 


He stated that he did not hold az 
072136141 position in the KKK, He also stated that his w pies. 
was not affiliated with the KKK Auwsili«r:, 


In tion with Klan meetings he has att+ndsd, | 
according t he has observed other Klan members 

carrying sideuarms, and has noted others with shotguas, inciuding 
sawed-off shotguns, He declined to name the Klan members l.aving 
possession of these shotguns, He also stated he did not k::ow 


who had cut down these shotguns and/or when they had beer cut 
down. , : 
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"7/29/64 
Athens, Georgia 
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make the following 
voluntary statemcr 
and Charles A. Ferguson, who haVe ide 21ed } 
themselves to me as Special Agents of the 2? 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


I was at the station all night an 
t for home between 7:30 AM to 8:00 AM, 
7/11/64, 


“While at work, between 11:00 PM, 7/10/64, 
and 8:00 AM, 7/11/64, I did not see HERBERT 
GUEST, JAMES LACKEY, HOWARD SIMS or DENVER PHILLIPS. 
When I arrived at work I saw THOMAS FOLENDORE 
at the station, but he left after midnight. 
He, Folendore, left before 1:00 AM, 7/11/64, 
and I do not recall he ever returned that 
morning. — 
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"I have read this statement constanting 
of This and one other hand writting. page. 
I have intail all corrections the Statement 
is true and correct, 


*/s/ 
t/s/ 


"witnessed: Qa. Special Agent, 
- ens, «, 7/29/64 


“Charles A. Ferguson, Special Agent, 
FBI, Athens, Ga. 7-29~64" 
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On July 29, 1964, Special Agents 
and CHARLES A, FERGUSON observed the tires on a 
which was located a nis time Wa 
noted that the tires on "this vehicle were assorted recaps and 
that the treads on these tires were almost non-existent. 69 
No distinguishing tread markings were observed. — 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and ite contents cre not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL. BURF, J OF INVESTIGA LIGH 


Dute __ Aurust 2, J 


Athens, Georgia, 
LaRIGTs ace cl sinploynent, 


, Athens, CGcUrmia, av willch Lo 
bhoutorecsphs cf FHOMAS EDWARD FOLENDORE and al 


She: advised that she mew both of these individuals 
Ey Sight, bat; nok oy name. She explained that she gets off 
wore, Gally Ketweer lv:15 AM and 3:45 AM; that it is her 
now:2)] crston to ctop ky the about ne 
Athens, ch Pocte vo ier fone reer 


YO DUPCHES2 C@liRAreboe2: A 


and that FOLENUURE was a bo. 
erson She nid frequently ovgervec hanging around the 

staticn. SNe stated it was her vrecoilection of betng at 

this services station from about 12:45 to 1:00 AM, on July il, 


1964, and i was on duty at this time. She further 
staced that sh2 could not state one way or another whether 


or not FOLENDORE was 2t the station auring this period. 
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On 1/30/64 ee Athens, Georgia Fite f_AT 157-758 _, 
| 7 


by S's ee: CEARLES &. Date dictoted —__8/1 754 - 
vSiticOUN/GS8 (sd) Lo > vetes 
cas of the FBI. It és tho property of the FBI and is .02:.°¢ 


Thies document containe ncither recommendations nor concises 
your egency; it end ite contents cre act to be distributed outside your agency. 
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The following investigation by 
SA CHARLES A, FERGUSON and SA 


¢ oinection with a 
—_-:-< an observed in the 
Vo LOLy 12 Open House Ri Taurant Athens, Georgia 


on July 24, 1964: 
, advised on July 2% : na 115 


requentsy used 


re 


venicle belorged to 
Athens, bu na € 
cle, 


further determined this vehicle, serial 
was registered in the name cf 
» on March 28, 1964, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. - 


Deleted under exemption(s) 2YC) + 2 Dd) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


> 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies). 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


4 ¢- 25°573-/EY¥ >. 1/0 9 2 


FD-208 (Rev. 1-25-80) @ FEDERAL BUREAU OF nvesricha 


Date 


after being advised by SA CHARLES A, 
FERGUSON that he was not required to make any statement, that [7 
any statement he did make could be used against him in a court — 
of law, and that he was entitled to legal counsel befsre making ; 
any statement, advised as follows: ; 


He has been unable to recall the ident Gz ar: 
could verify he was at ES 
| EEE PET Athens, Georgia, from abou b2_ 
sane PeMe, JULY " 4, until about 7:00 a.m., July ll, 

1964, 


GE aavisea it was still his recollectio: that 
THOMAS FOLENDORE had been at the service station from abcut 
10:45 p.m., July 10, 1964, till between 12:01 a.m., and 1:09 
aem., July 11, 1964, He stated FOLENDORE did not return to the 
' station that morning. | 


. 


: —_ also stated he did not recall having gone out 
for coffee during the early morning hours of July ll, 1964, 
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: ed FOLENDORE was in Sandersville from August l, lt: 
morning of August 4, 1964, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s).withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, ame 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) Okie) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
> as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


{_] For your information: 


{5 The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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The following investigation was conducted by SAs 
CD and CHARLES A. FERGUSON on July 13, 


1964: 


AT HULL, MADISON COUNTY, GEORGIA 


It was determined that GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER and 
wife, GOLDIE TURNER, resided at Route number 1, Hull, and 
that they had resided at that location since January 29, 1962. 
The TURNER residence on Piedmont Road, which is reached by 
traveling north from Athens on State Highway 29, is a one- 
story yellow brick home, with light colored asphalt shingles, 
and tall television antenna. It is the eighth residence 
reached after turning onto Piedmont Road. Piedmont Road is 
-9 miles north of Fortson's Store. 


Through observation it was determined that two 
vehicles were at this residence during the early a.m. hours, 
and they are described as follows: 


1964 Chevrolet Impala Sports Coupe, two-door, red 
in color, with chrome fender skirts, bearing 1964 Georgia 
license 84-19. The vehicle has a ‘Wallace for President" 
sticker, and one other sticker, on the rear bumper. 


1958 Ford, two-door, white in color, bearing 
1964 Georgia license 84-18. This vehicle also bears a 
"Wallace for President" sticker on the rear bumper. 


The TURNER residence was possibly sold by the 
Smith-Boley-Brown Company, 114 College Avenue, Athens, 
Georgia, who are handling other property in the area. 


AT DANIELSVILLE, MADISON COUNTY, GEORGIA 


Inquiry at Madison County Road Commissioner's 
Office reflected the following information: 
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1964 Georgia license 84-18 was issued on January 1, 
1964, in the name of Mrs. GOLDIE C. TURNER, Route 1, Hull, 
Georgia, for a 1964 Chevrolet Sports Coupe, two-door, Serial 
Number 41847A-107727, which was purchased through University 
Chevrolet,-Athens, on October 23, 1963. 
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1964 Georgia license 84-19 was also issued on 
January 1, 1964, in the name of H, TURNER, Route 1, Hull, 
Georgia, for a 1958 Ford four-door sedan, Serial Number 
GAET151394. 


It is noted that the license plates actually 
affixed to these vehicles were reversed. 
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. AT ATHENS, GEORGIA 


1150 Broad Street, advised that GEORGE HAMPTON » also Jc. 
known as "HAMP," Social Security voor a ec 

been employed by their company as a loom er since October 6, 
1960. They also advised that their company records, including 


a time card, indicated TURNER was so employed between 11:55 
p.m., July 10, 1964, and 8:00 a.m., July 11, 1964. 
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They stated TURNER was regularly employed on their 
third shi nd that te supervisor, in the Weave 
Shed, was Athens, $2. 
Georgia. They also stated that TURNER's immediate fellow 
workers consisted of ull Road, a checker, 
Hull, a weaver, 
Athens, a battery weaver. 
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They further stated their records indicate TURNER 
was a white male, born October 10, 1932, 5 feet ll inches, -— 
204 pounds, brown hair, medium complexion, who had two toes | 
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missing from an unlisted foot. They stated he was married 
to GOLDIE TURNER, nee COCHRAN, for about 14 years, and that 
GOLDIE was also employed by their company on the third shift. 
TURNER, they stated, was formerly married to a DORIS TURNER, 
and -that his father is listed as RALPH H. TURNER, Crawford, 
Georgia. 
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They commented that TURNER was an admitted member 
of the Ku Klux Klan and that his extreme views on segregation 
were well known. They stated his associates at the compary; - 
however, were unknown to them and they did not know of any 
other employee, aside from TURNER, “who might possibly do 
such a thing." Lo 


R i 
h shift at the Chicopee Manufacturing Company, Athens, 


Georgia. He stated HAMPTON's normal hours were from midnight 
to 8:00 a.m., and he should have been at work during the early 
morning hours of July 11, 1964. He stated, however, that he, 
himself, was off on that particular date and that TURNER's 
immediate supervisor on that date would have been 

continued that he was sure TURNER had worked on July li, 
1 ,» because his absence had not been reported to him. He 
further advised that once the employees commence the third 
shift, the gates and doors to the plant are locked and are 
not reopened until about 8:00 a.m. 
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, Z 
The following information was obtained from the aad 


Athens Telephone Directory, 1962, and the Credit Bureau of 
Athens on July 16, 1964, and personal observation of 
residences on July 17, 1964: : 


ci cmicatttennedl surety for HAMPTON TURNER on Pistcl 
Toter's Bond. | 


Residence L 
re. 

Telephone 

Empioyment 


Age 
Marital Status 
Credit reputation 


Automobile 
Resides in a large, run-down house. 


Records, Athens City Court and Clarke County Superior 
Court, as furnished by Clerk of Court on 
July 16, 1964, were checked back to 1940 and were negative 
concerning the above surety. 
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FD-362 (Rev. 1-33-66) 


Dete ___July 16, 1964 


1 


a: advised she was employed 
as°a weaver at the Chicopee 


| nuiacturing Company, Athens, 
from 12 midnight, July 10, 1964, until 8 AM, July ll, 1964, 


and that GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER was present in his capacity 

as a loom fixer .at the plant during this same period. She Lo 
stated she was dependent upon TURNER keeping her machinery — 
in good working order and that she would have missed him if 

he had-not been at work. She also stated she would be able 

to testify that TURNER, during this particular working period, 


had not been out of her sight for more than 30 minutes at 
any one time. 
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On __ 7/13/64 _, Hull, Georgia File #__AT 157-788 1 
SAs at. and 7~ 


by _____ CHARLES A. FERGUSON/kzh/spa Dote dictated 7414/64 __ 
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Dete ___July 16, 1964 


4 


| : bac 
_;,, rr 
Georgia, advised he was the Acting Supervisor in the Weave. 


Shed at the Chicopee Manufacturing Company, Athens, from 

12 midnight, July 10, 1964 until 8 AM, July 11, 1964, 

and that GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER had been under his supervision 
during that period. He stated he would swear to the fact 
that TURNER was so employed during that period and that 
TURNER never left the premises during this period. He stated 
that TURNER, whom he described as a "real extremist in his 
belief on segregation", was not out of his sight for over 
thirty minutes at one time during this shift. 
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The following inve ation onducted by SA 
CHARLES A. FERGUSON and 8A on July 14, bac 
1 


_ 


AT LEXINGTON, OGLETHORPE COUNTY, GEORGIA 


—_ did state that TURNER was an extremist 
as far as S views on segregation were concerned, and she 


understands he is now very. active in the Ku Klux Klan. 


Lo) Ta 
advised she would not be able to furnish 
any information concerning the current associates of TURNER. 


Fe 


: I aa eeeeeell Clerk, Superior Court of Oglethorpe 
County, advise s records indicated GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER 


was born on October 'l0, 1932, at Oglethorpe County, Georgia, 
He also advised his records and those of the County Ordinary 
did not reflect a criminal record for TURNER. He stated he 
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— < 


was personally acquainted with TURNER but had not seen him 
the past year, and he recalled that TURNER was "wild in his 
youth." He also stated TURNER and his first wife, DORIS 
TURNER CLARK,' Lexington, ‘were divorced in 1961. 


The records of ha amaineniial Oglethorpe Lb? 
County Sheriff's Office, did not reiftiect any criminal _— 


information concerning TURNER, 


ies . 
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AT DANIELSVILLE, MADISON COUNTY, GEORGIA 


Madison County Ordinary, 
Clerk, Madison County Superior Court, 
Madison County Tax Assessor, and Sherif 
; ' SEAG , advised their records contained no pertinent 
information concerning GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER, a 
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va © ante ewead by SAS arc 
and he advised that his records 
reiiec e ftollowing information concerning a GEORGE 


HRAMPTON TURNER : 


TURNER is a white male from Crawford, Georgia 
his wife's name is DORIS, and he has two children. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs CHARLES A, FERGUSON and Qn on 


July 15, 1964: 


AT HULL, GEORGIA 


who reside in the he eeneeenemenanndl but their 
association is that of neighbors only, and she has no close 
personal contact with either TURNER or his wife. She stated 
the TURNERS have been living at that location for about tvo 


years, and it was her understanding that they were purchasing 
their home. 


bo 


She stated she had not noted any unusual activities 
on the part of tht TURNERS and that the TURNER did not appear 
to have any meetings at their home. She stated they did have 
company on occasion, but she would be unable to describe the 
visitors and/or their vehicles. 

b7e 


advised that the TURNERsS' most frequent 
neighborhood contact and association was with their immeciate 
neighbors to the east, She stated 


was employed by a brother, wno operated the 
England Electrical Company, Hull, and chat was 
employed at a sewing plant at Whitehall, Georgia. 


further commented that she understood 


from general neighborhood conversation that TURNER was a 
member of the Ku Klux Klan (KKK). 7 


TURNER, advised they have known the* TURNERS as | neighbors 


for two years but had very little contact with them. ‘ ae 
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They stated it was their assumption that TURNER was 
a member of the KKK, in that about the first week of June, 
1964, they observed TURNER's car equipped with a loudspeaker, 
advertising a KKK rally. They stated, however, they had no 
personal knowledge of TURNER's activities. 


They also commented that the TURNERs have more 
visitors than anyone else in the neighborhood, but they 
assumed these were relatives and/or friends visiting with 
them and have never paid any attention to these visitors. 
They stated they would be unable to furnish any infcrmation 
as to the vehicle being driven by these visitors or furnish 
a description of any of the visitors. 


They further advised that e TURNERS! immediate 
neighbor to the east, who;,is a widcw 
with about three children, ranging in ages from 8 to 16, 


apparently works at the Chicopee Mills, Athens, Georgia, bee 
with Mr. and Mrs. TURNER and that rides back and 
forth to work with them. In connection w this employment, 
according to the TURNERS depart their residence 

at about 11:0 return home at about 8:20 AM the 

following day. 


They both advised that on about Thursday, July 9, 
1964, between 4:00 and 5:00 PM, they had heard.15 to 20 
shots being fired from a shotgun, and they assumed these 
shots were being fired from the rear. of the TURNER residence, 
which abuts a wooden field. They stated, however, they did 
not observe anyone firing these shots. Loe. 


xplained that he only assumed these were 
shotgun blasts that they hear. He commented that they did 
not have the characteristic "ring" of a shotgun blast, but 
‘rather had a “loud blunt" sound. 
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ba 


CR 2sv =< she had heard these shots being 
fired on occasions during the late afternoon hours 
in the past month, but that she had never observed HAMPTON 


TURNER or anyone else doing the firing and only assumed 
TURNER was doing the shooting. 
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AT ATHENS, GEORGIA | bre 
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Chicopee Manufacturing Company, 
50 Broad Stree advised thet 


did not get 
along with TURNER, but that he mig be able to furnish 
information concerning TURNER's background. 


fl wgha ys Pe re”, “s es 


LD M 


._- 


$ t, ‘* * P| 


A poe 5.“ a 7‘ 
* he ey pe 


they also might be able to furnish information 
concerning his background and associates. 
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ng investigation was conducted by 
SAs and CHARLES A. FERGUSON on July 16, 
1964, to develop background information concerning GEORGE 


HAMPTON TURNER: bo. 


AT ATHENS, GEORGIA 


bac 


~_—_— 


They stated TURNER had tsen nothing but trouble for 


.them since this marriage, and they no longer are on speaking 


terms with 1¢€ TAM tN © eRe: TRNER. 


b7 
57D 
SI ce: 1000 TURNER as a person "who thinks 
he is a leader” an ts others to do “his dirty work" 
because he is "scared to do it himself." He stated TURNER 
was only "brave wh had someone backing him u 67 . 


5D 


They volunteered that TURNER has a sister, 
FRANCES TURNER, who is now married to PAUL STRICKLAND, a close 
associate of TURNER. They stated STRICKLAND is a militant 
segregationist, as is TURNER; that STRICKLAND amd TURNER, to 
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bi ncnaneall explained that GOLDIE TURNER was a ‘teas 
‘ member of e uxiliary. 
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their own knowledge, are members of the Ku Klux Klan (KKK), 
and that STRICKLAND recently was arrested by the Athens, — 
Georgia Police Department for shooting into the home of a 
Negro family in Athens. 


bre 


hey indicated E Y JEAN 
D might have a photograph of TURNER, which they did not. 


-_-e 


bo 
| In connection with instant vat tor, aD 
Stated that TURNER was quite capable of doing such a 


as ambushing a Negro if “he thought he could get by with it." 
He stated, however, that TURNER was at work from midnight 
July 10, 1964, until 8:00 AM ul 964 


ba, 


They further stated that TURNER's closest associate 
at the Chicopee Mills is who they also believe 


is a member of the KKK. ey aiso indicated TURNER formerly 
associated with eae now of Cumming, Georgia, who 

at one ti was also the Chicopee Mills, and L 
that was also believed to be a member of the KKK. 7c 
They e was also a social friend of the TURNER's. 


In conclusion, the stated that TURNER, 
in their opinion, was a heavy adr r in the past. 


, CEE. <2 cone boc 
Manufacturing Company, O Broad Street, Rabun Count 
Georgia. . a white male, ene: ee 
had been em , 


_ — - 
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lca 


his company since September 3, 1963, and that a «:: 
presently employed as a Warpman in the Weave Shed on the 


as: 12 midnight to 8:00 AM. He further described bre 
a 


as being 6'1"-2" nds, light brown or reddish 
, who re , Athens, with his 
‘ wife, an our c dren. 
: WED :urther advised employment 
records indicated he was at work from : , duly 10, 


1964, till 8; AM, July 11, 1964. He also commented he had 
heard that — who associated with GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER b —. 
at the plant, m t be a member of the KKK, but he had no 7 
personal knowledge of this reported fact. He state 


was a segregationist but that he was very quiet and e 


going. 
git ion volunteered that on this date, 
third shi supervisor, Weave Shed, who is 
e immedia upervisor of GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER, informed 
him that he himself had received information from another 
employee to the effect that at about 4:00 AM, July ll, 1964 
TURNER had been observed outside the plant in the employees 
open parking lot, and that TURNER had been observed to move be. 
his car from this parking lot to the supervisory and/or 
official parking area, which is located in a closed area along 
side of the plant. This moving of the car necessitated that the 
gate to the supervisory parking lot be unlocked and relocked 
following his entry, an was r to have 
unlocked and locked this ¢ RNER . a stated 
he could not in his own mind find any lbgical reason for 
TURNER to have moved his personal car at that time of the 
morning, and in fact, TURNER was not authorized to park his 
- car in this other lot. advised that had indicated 
he had received this jiniormation concerning TURNER‘'s activities 
fro 
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SasSSing this information on to the FBI. Loe . 


Se »::. advised that he had learned fro 
_ a supervisory official of the first shift, that 
ha 


served TURNER at the plant at about 7:30 AM, July 


1964, at which time Be thought wearing a fresh clean pair of 


coveralls, which 
the morning. 


thought was unusual at that time oi 
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a. 


- aes furnished essentially the 
same information previously furnished ee bee 
= Athens,.on July 16, 1964. 
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In addition, they stated that the general conversations — 
of their relatives left them with the impression HAMPTON 
. TURNER was a member of the KKK and GOLDIE TURNER was a member 


- Of the KKK Auxi ey stated GOLDIE, along with her next 
door neighbor, had approached an aunt, 
. according to their infor n, on becoming a member of the KKK. 
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a conclusion ion described TURNER 
as a “stupid ignorant coward."' She aiso stated she was 


unable to locate a photograph of TURNER. 


Chicopee Manuiacturing Company, advised tha 
nea! Chicopee Manufacturing Company, had iniormec 
on this date that GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER had been bo 


observed moving his personal car from the employees’ open 
parking lot to the supervisory fenced and locked parking area 

- during the early morning hours of July 11, 1964. He indicated 
tha informed him that he actually did not see this 
movement of the car, but that the incident waS actually witnessed 
by aD. the third relief shop man. 


ee ate he had not discussed this matter with bo 
TURNER... He state that TURNER, in his recent conversations - 


with him, inferred that he was being “investigated”, and that 
he was “glad” that he “was at work that night, or I would be 
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im trouble." 
that his present activitie 
this remark, according to 
that he “enjoyed being in 


third shift, Chicopee Manufacturin sed that 
at about 3:00 AM, July ll, 1964, the shop 
man, brought to his attention the iac someone had just 


moved and/or had driven away from the employees' parking lot 
in a red Ch t. Shortly thereafter, according to 

he cbserved Wal a2king with HAMPTON TURNER and 

the Acting g upervisor, concerning the red 

that had been moved. He stated TURNER. informed 

he had moved this Chevrolet and had placed same in 
. Supervisors parking area, and it was none o 

-business what he did with his own car. This 

pointed out to TURNER that moving the car at that hour 
irregular. 


urther stated that TURNER believed 
being watched. Concerning 
TURNER gave the eomeueoane 
melight." 


also stated that TURNER's moving his car at 
was irregular, and that someone, who he presumed 
, would have had to unlock the Supervisors parking 
RNER,. 
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was 
lot 


bail further stated, however, that TURNER had 
finished o Ss regular shift, and had got off work at 

about 8:00 AM. He stated he observed TURNER driving his red 
Chevrolet from the supervisors parking area a few minutes after 


8:00 AM, July 11, 1964. 
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_ The following inves s conducted by SAs 
CHARLES A. FERGUSON and on July 17, 1964, 59 
to develop information concerning the background and activities 


of GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER: 
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- AT WINTERVILLE, GEORGIA 


neal Route 1, who is employed as a Shop 
Man at the Chicopee nuiacturing Company from 12 midnight 


until 8 AM, advised that about 2 AM, July 11, 1964, he was bre > 
looking out of the window in the Machine Shop, at which time 

he observed an unidentifiable individual walking across the 

street in front of the mill. He stated this individual climbed into 
a new red automobile and that this automobile then proceeded irom 

the employees. open parking lot, located in the front of_the mill 
towards the side of the mill, where it left his sight. + ae 
indicated he thought possibly that someone was stealing 

automobile and he therefore made,inquires as to the owner of 

this vehicle. A few minutes later he was able to determine 

this vehicle was the property of GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER and that 
TURNER himself had moved the vehicle from the employees parking 

lot to the inside fenced and locked parking lot, located at 

the side of the mill. 


He was thereafter advised by a checker 
in the Weave Shed, who was the Acting , that he had } 
given aha TURNER to move and park his car where he ? ... 


" ates . * « 
ee, yr me 


s FA 


ie ef , > 
SMe 


>» * ry . 
Nees: 


- s'2 hy sa 
afsiard 


. 4 
~ oe, 
-ft 
- 
ond 
-! 
.* 
~- 
7 
> 


#58 
~< 


2 ‘ ms 
A aa 


“aS 
Pits 


BF 
EN 
25 
- a . 
Bm, 34 


ce 
*> 


‘ + u ates ee , 


did and that had unlocked the gate so TURNER could 
gain access to S parking area. He stated also informed 
him that he would let him know in the future, in e event 

he ever let anyone else move their car at that time of the 
morning. 


He further stated that TURNER was “smart” and not 
very happy about him questioning his right. to move his car at 
that time of the morning. He stated however that he did not pay 
any attention to TURNER in that he (TURNER) was “hard to 
get along with" and “has a terrible inferiority complex". 


b ae ee that TURNER did not leave the plant t 
after this a ld be able to state that TURNER was at 37K 
his place of employment from 12 midnight, July 10, 1964, until 


— July 11, 1964. He stated this was likewise true for 
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AT 157-788 


plant that bo 

Klan escribed 
had solicited other plant employees, including } 
or membership in that organization. As iar as 7c 
qd TURNER‘s membership in the Ku Klux Klan went, 
stated “there is no question about those two". He 

also stated TURNER was “the most dangerous one™, and in fact 

he thought he had seen TURNER downtown on one occasion wearing 

a sidearn. 


a explained that there could have been a 
thousand reasons for TURNER to move his car from the parking L 
lot and it had occurred to him thst TURNER either had some 


at it was well known at the 
were members oi the Ku Klux 
as a Klan “organizer" and commented 


property i that he wanted to protect or that "they" 
* (TURNER an were going to steal some material for the 
“Ku Klux Klan. 


e stated it’ was very unusual that the car 
had been moved at that hour’ 


He also commented that had to be very careful 
about his membership in the Ku Klux Klan being too widely known 
because he was undergoing a trial period as a supervisory | Pn 
officer and the management of the plant would take a dim view 
of him being a member of any such organization. 


bre 


AT HULL, GEORGIA 


4e@ Stated this brother, who resided OF 
Route 1, Hull, was the neighbor of a man known 4 
to him as HAMPTON TURNER. He also stated he knew TURNER by Ic. 
sight, and from what his brother told him, but that he was 
not personally acquainted with TURNER and knew nothing concerning 


his background. 
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de also.stated his brother f 
had commented to the effect he was a little dissa d with = 
the internal squabbling within the local Klan. further 
stated he knew that his brother had not been able to attend 


any of the more recent Klan meetings because of his heavy 
work schedule. 
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In conclusion, (i stated that his brother L 
informed him that he expecte oOo be questioned by the FBI ee 
*" concerning instant matter because he was a member of the Klan 


and because he believed other mompcrs of the Klan were being 
‘questioned. 
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bre 
He readily advised that he 


had been a member o ne 100 Ku Klux Klan since Janua 
F ry, 1964, but declined to state whether his wife tee 
= was a member of the Ku Klux Klan Auxiliary. He d 
. ot have any information concerning instant matter, and 
that he did not believe anyone connected with the local Klan 
had any involvement in this matter. He also stated he had been 


unable to attend the last two or three Klan meetings because 
he was working at the time. 
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advised that between midnight, July 10, 1964 
and 11 AM, July 11, 1964, he had been home with his wife and 
two children. | he 


.but he declined to furnish any: information concerning 
SR and/or make any comments concerning TURNER. He stated 
he has never fired any weapons in his backyard. Since he 
generally was not home during the daylight hours he commented , 
he would be unable to state whether TURNER might have fired 
any weapons in the vicinity of his own backyard. 
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b %_ 
further declined to furnish any information 
concernin ctivity of the local Klan or to name any other 
members of this organization: 
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3 MT ee e following investigation was conducted by SAs 
and CHARLES A. FERGUSON: 


AT ATHENS, GEORGIA o7— 


2, 
advised he -was employed as a Weaver a he Chicopee nu 


Company, Athens, from 12:00 Midnight to 8:00 am, and that in 
connection with this employment became acquainted with GEORGE HAMPTON 
TURNER. He stated that about three to four months ago TURNER 
attempted to get him to join the Ku Klux Klan, but he declined ¢. 

do so. He advised that TURNER did not seem to appreciate his curt 
reply, but he did not worry about it in that he"doesn't have much 
per’sonal use for him anyway". 
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He further stated that he suspected that the followings 
individuals, whe associated with TURNER at the plant, might possibig 
te menbers of the Ku Klux Klan: 


A 


PRESS 


Vs 


who terminated his employment about three 
months ago,but was still believed to be in town. 


t al 
> present whereabouts unknown bo oe 
bene ss eee | Checker, Chicopee Manufacturing Company. 


Wp :1: stated he had no ideaas to who might have 
been responsible for instant killing. He stated he did not know 
TURNER well enough to furnish any information concerning him. | 
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FD-262 Mev. 1-28-40) . EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAL > 


(1) Date July 20. 1964 


Nanaia Hull, Georgia, ba _ 
volu:.tarily furnishe e tolliow information: : | 


He is employed as a Checker on the Third Relief, 
ii, Chicepee Manufacturing Company, 1180 Bread Street, Athens, Georgia, 
“~* with hours, from’ 12:00-Midnight’ ‘to 8:00 am. On the shift commencing 
“* . “ag 1229 night, July 10, 1964, 


At about 2:00 - 2:30 am, July 11, 1964, TURNER 

equested his permission to park his (TURNER's) personally-owned 
10 44 Chevrolet in the inside fenced and locked psrking area. The on 
vehicle had teen parked in the open employees parking area, but b2c 
TURNER stated he had all of hi ux papers” in the car, and 
was not able to lock his car. stated he gave his permission 
for TURNER to move his car and, act, unlockec the employees 
entrance door, at the front of the building, so that TURNER could 
get cut of the building. He stated he then unlocked the inside 


parking area gate for TURNER, and that js the gate benina 
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TURYER after the vehicle had been moved estimated we amp 
TIRNER was not cut of the building for more than fifteen minute 

He Partier commented that TURNER “keeps all his Klan papers in 7 
car" H2= pointed out that TURNER was the Secretary of the local 
Ku Klux Kien (KKK). 


WEB «cvisec that the Chicopee Manufacturing Company 
Gid r.o% marufacture any material that would be suitable for KKK 


roves. He stated that grt TURNER “ever stole anything down there, 
I don't know about it. bIc_ 


WER sor advised that he himself was a agro of 
the KKK, but state was six months behind in his dues; that h 

hed caly attended one meeting in the past three months; and try wes 
ascus six to eight weeks ago; and that he had only attended fcur or 
five meetings since he became a member. He stated he joined the 

Klan in, abcut December, 1963, after he was led to believe the purpose 
ef the Klan was more or less political, in that if they obtained 
arougk memters they would be able to push through the legislation 
—i/or elect the officials that were desired. He then stated tnat 
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AT 157-788 
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a ..: running things then", b que had taken over and 
piey were not my kind of people”. stated he had diseesociated 
himself fromthe KKK, 1 7 ae 


He stated "about three bad ones™ had taken over the 
orgenization and he identified one of these as GEORGE HAMPTON 
TURNER. In addition, he commented that "WHITEHEAD" was the 
present leader of the Klan. 
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—_ denied his wife ever became a membs:r of tne KFS 
Auxiliary, and indicated she felt strongly against the grcup, wricn 
was part of the reason he left the organization. } > 
= 
ae... commented that TURNER had informed hin 
he. "was rez.11y being checked on", and that he was glad that he was 
at work "som one can say I did it", 
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The following descriptive data was cbtained through 
observation and interview: 


- 


“ ; P. Dt 


sex: Male 
Race: White 


Nationality: - 
Date of Birth: at b7c 
ree, Georgia 
) 


Heights: 
Weight: 
Hairs: 

Eyes: 
Complexion: 


"*3 


ee oh a TT A hee 
- . ; ,_* . . — 
P. ars % ~# %. . ise *s . 


* os . a= ~~ . S ny 
“¥. . so +. " . 
a 
. 


~~ 
Poe ta aN, 


i> | 


meg 2 at fe { 
wo oe, Ow; * 


Wg 


SS NSS ee Aer SESS CEN <A SERS 
eke SSP SORES. Rees RAS a SCS Shas ; 


eT aes So ee ee, eee eae” ere” 


¢ - 


FD-202 (Rev. 1-25-60) i FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES) {ION 


(1) 
- Dete JUY 20, 1964 


voluntarily 
furnished the following information: Lb 
€ Suu 
He has been a member of the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) for 
the ‘past six or seven years, but only pays his $l nthly dues 
if and when he has the funds. His wife, is a 
member of the KKK Auxiliary. 


He is employed at the Chicopee Manufacturing Company, 
1180 Broad Street, Athens, Georgia, as a Warpman, on the Third Shift. 


He was so employed between 12:00 Midnight, July 10, 1964, and 8:00 an. 
July 11, 196 


He stated he was a friend and fellow worker of GEORGE _ 
HAMPTON TURNER, also known as "HAMP™ TURNER, who is an “official of 
sorts" wich the KKK. He declined to furnish any other informatior 
concerning TURNER and he likewise declined to identify other memrer: 
of the KKK. He denied having heard any member of the local KKK make 
any comment that would indicate to him they had any personal knowiedcsg: 
concerning the killing of LEMUEL A. PENN on July 11, 1964. He also 
stated he had no personal knowledge concerning this killing and that 
he was at work when it was reported to have happened. He advised wtha- 
he atsended elementary school for only three years. 


The following descriptive data was obtainsd through 
observation and interview: 
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Sex: Male 
Race: White 


Nationality: ican | 
Dats of Birth: at Rabun County, Ga. 
Height: : 


Weight: 165 lbs. 

Hair: Brown 

Eyes: Blue | b > 
Complexion: Ruddy — 
Build: Slender : 
Education: 3 years elementary school 
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by pit /ds Date dictated T/19/64 


This document conteine neither recommendations sor conclusioas of the FBI. It is the peqperty of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it ead ite contents cre act te be distributed euteide our agency. 
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sli-wing investigation was conducted by 
SA and CHARLES A, FERGUSON: 


AT ELPERTON, GEORGIA 
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Orn July 20, 1964, 
Rattery A, lst Battalion, 214th Artillery, 
Guard, advised that CEORGE HAMPTON TURNER, 
an honcz~atle discharge from that organization © 
1961, at which time he was a Master Sergeant (E-7). 
advised that he recalled TURNER was a “good soldier™ an 
no disciplinary action had been taken against TURNER. 
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Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) _ Ove) + bJoxr) | with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
. as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following nymber is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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July 21, 1964 


was interviews. #t bis viace OF Se-5l lovrent. | 
ut £ 
me he iurnisbed the folicwing inivsmaticn: 


5 - 


4 ee the ‘ are 
" : - . : 


revs. &, ° 
_? ° a " 
tae cate. Nos b ie ew 
4 : . of he" 
’ . - : ’ .* . 


LS 3? hoe 
BE te 


i af * 
GE Ee 
" 7 
4 


a 


a *, 
.” % * 
ps 


;4 
it} 


CORN 


orn ex 


Sie) 
Ser 


my 


a 
> * 
Po } 
¥ 
» + 
es 
 ¢ 
* 
- 


a > 
~~ % 
ce 
«, Z 
. . we 
af ' 
- 
> - 


FRET OY Se 


: ig Tar a 


ald also advised that about three months ag, 
across waS Moznsed in the backyard of a Negro family's residence, 


this Negro fanily resides next dc tr to 
He stated this cross burning Ccccurred On the day 
cLicrin nother incident, wherein TURNER's boy hed heea strusk 
with @ rock thrown by one cf the children of the neighbs ring 
Nego:: family. commented he did nct witness the «orcss b> 
baurni:g, but he cisexrve the buznt out cross ct the 
folicvin a 
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es acccrdirg —_ commented in x. 
his presence on July 20, 1964, that she "thought she krew 


who did it,” at the time they were discussing the killing 
of LEMUEL PENN. 


—-: Stated he personally had no iniormaticsn 

as to the identity of the person (s) killing PENN, and that 
he had not heard anyone, with the exception ee 
comment. that they knew who may have done this k ing. Lb 


WHA 1 <1: membership in the Ku Klux Klaa (KKX) 


and state e had declined reubership in this organization 
on several cccasions in the past. He stated he was aware 
of the fact that TURNER was a member of this organization. 


—, 


advised he was sure in his cwn mird that 
the following individuals were members of the KEK: 


bAc_ 


Service Station at the corner ci 
Athens, Georgia. 


> who is connected with Jack's 
~-OKie Company, Athens, Gecrgia 
WH Crawicri, Georgia 
i Crawford, Gecrgia 


HERBERT GUEST, who operates Guest's Garage, 
Athens, Georgia 


who 
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GEQRGE HAMPTON TURNER, Route 1, Hull, Georgia, 


voluntarily made himself avail ble for interview, at wrich time 
he was advised by SE that he was not Lo 
required to make any 58 men any statement he made Cc 


could be used against him in a court of law, and he was entitled 
to consult with legal counsel -before making any statement. 
TURNER voluntarily furnished the following information: 
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He has been a member of the Knights of the xu Klux 
Klan (KKK), Athens, Georgia, for a "couple of years," and pres- 
ently_hol 8 the positim of Secretary and/or Kligrapp in this 
organization. He stated, however, that he waid be unable toc fur-— 
nish the actual. dates of his membership, or the date he became 

. Kligrapp. He indicated he attends meetings of this organization 

. about twice.a month at Athens, and that he also, on occasion, 
traveled to Atlanta,Georgia, where he attended “other Klan meetings. 

, He declined to-discuss the nature of these" other Klan meetings." 
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: TURNER also commented that his wife, GOLDIE TURNER, 
who was also present during this interview, was a member of the Wo- 
men's Auxiliary of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan at Athens. 
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TURNER advised that due to the nature of his KKK oath, hs 
- would be unable to identify any other Klan members, and. he would 
not be able to disc ny Klan activities. He did comment, L 
however, that I ha been the local “leader” up until 7 
about the first o e year. ted he"felt"™ that he was not 
responsible in any manner for moval as.the “leader™ in 
Athens, and it was his opinion. gd left town because 


he was “afraid” ao the Negroes in the. ens area. He denied any 
active participation on his part in having QBreneved fom of f4-r 
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TURNER advised that during the period of 12:00 midnight 
on July 10, 1964, until 8:00 a.m., July 11, 1964, both he and his 
wife were at their place of employment, the Chicopee Manu- 
facturing Company, Athens, Georgia. H stated he drove to work on 
that occasion in his 1964 Chevrolet Impala, red in color, 
bearing 1964 Georgia license 84-18. .In connection with this, 
according to TURNER, he moved this velicle from the employees' 
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ku 


open parking area, located in front of the Chicopee Marufacs- 
turing Company, to a locked and fenced parking area at the 

side of this company, at about 2:00 a.m. to 3:00 a.m., July 
11,-1964. He move e th the permission of the . 

Acting Sipervicor, a who unlocked the interior 

gate for him. TURVEK.a se e moved his car because it Pi. 
contained Klan “papers and meney”™ which he did not want to 


be stolen... He indicated he had this money for the Kla- pore 
because the Treasurer had been absent from a recent. mesting. : 


TURNER statdd this 1964 Chevrolet had not been used 


by anyone. other than himself during the period described 
.above. He also stated he owned a 1958 Ford sedan, white in 
color, beafing 1964 Georgia license 84-19, which had been 


left at his residence . He stated he had the keys for this 
vehicle in his possessim. and that the vehicle had not been Bg, 
loaned to anyone during that period. He commented that he 

had never loaned this Ford or his Chevrolet, to any of kis 

friends or associates. . He did state that his neighto:r, 


ae used the Ford once in a while, and that his — 
e bor, may have borrowed the car at 
one time or anot .to run to.the grocery store, but this 


was the extent that this vehicle was out of his custody. 


TURNER stated that the materials manufactured at 
the Chicopee Manugcturing Company were not suitable for 
Klan robes, and that he has never taken any of the material 
manufactured by this company for his own use. 


TUBER stated he owns a .38 caliber Smith & Wesson 
revolver, and that he has a permit from Clarke County to carry 
this firearm on his person, if such weapon is not concéaled. 
He stated a friend and fellow worker of his, Ce 
had put up a $100 property surety bond for him to carry cms 
weapon. He indicated, however, that he had not carriea this 


weapon @n.a regular basis during the past month or s0, mt 
that he did carry this weapon to the Klan meetings. 


gee 


5 Besides this revolver, according to TURNER, Ie alsc - , 
owns a .22 caliber rifle, a .30-.30 rifle, and his wite has -: 
a .22 caliber revolver, which they kept at home. He stated 
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he did not own a shotgun, but has had access to a shot 
This shotgun, whih was sawed off, was the property of 
HERBERT GUEST, who was trying to sell same to him, but he 
never had enough money to purchase same, and he retumed 
this shotgun to GUEST over a-.month ago. 


TURNER ack wledged that he a 
had fired. different weapons in his backya terent b2¢_ — 


occasions, and that these weapons included sawed-off 
shotguns. He stated their general — was his trash 
can. 


He also commented on or about March 12, 1964, 


-at the Varsity Drive Inh, Athens, the Chief of Police of 


Athens had confiscated four double-barreled shotguns from 
*the back seat of his 1964 Cheveolet. He stated, however. 
that although he recovered these shotguns the. following 
day at thre Police Department, the shotguns did not belong 
to him. He exnlained that three of the shotguns relongei 
to HERBEST GUEST, and the other belonged to HOWARD SIMS. 
He stated.he had his (TURNER's) initials affixed to th 
stock of one of GUEST!s shotguns, through the use of 2 
ballpoint pen, and this was the shotgun GUEST was atwvempt- 
ing to sell to him. He did not have enough money to buy the 
shotgun, am shortly thereafter retumed it to GUES'. Tne 
other shotguns were also returmed to their respective 
owners. 


TURNER denied knowing who cut down these shotguns, 
and denied knowing their exact present whereabouts. 
He stated GUEST still probably has two of the guns, md 
that SIMS should still have his. He indicated the achker 
shotgun had been raffled off by WEST, and he did now 
recall who had won the gun. 


- TURNER further advised that he has signed $199 


following friends 


THOMAS FOLENDORE, 
declined to ident individuals as members of 


the Klan, and stated he did nat care to explain his motiva- 
tion. in putting up the surety bonds for these pecple. : 
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TURNER also stated, that to the best of his hkow- 
ledge, no.one he had assisted in obtaining a "gun toting" 
permit had abused the privilege of carrying same. When. 
specifically questioned concerning any of these 
individual's possible involvement in the discharging of 
firearms within the city of Athens or elsewhere, he stated’ 
he had heard nothing that warld indicate this had occurred. 
He stated this included FOLENDORE, who he described as 
a young individual, and SIMS, .who he destribed as a 
"constant talker." 7 


TURNER advised that his sister, FRANCES TURNER 
STRICKLAND, was married to PAUL STRICKLAND, Lillian Road, 


- Athens. He described PAUL STRICKLAND. as an “easily scared" 


- individual, who was "afraid of his own shadow." He 

, therefore did nd believe PAUL STRICKLAND was oan te of 
*shooting at anyone or anything.. He. also declined to comment 
on whesher or not PAUL or FRANCES STRICKLAND were aabere 

of the lccal Klan. ‘ 


TURNER denied the use of any drugs and/or 
stimulants. He stated, however, that on occasion he used 
"No Doz" pills to keep him awake during the night shift at 
his place of employment. He also stated tha he refrained 
from taking alcoholic beverages since his marriage two anda 
a half years ago. On grate occasions, according to TURNER, 
he will “have a beer." : 


‘TURNER advised a number of years ago, he diz 
use intoxicants to excess, and in fact had been arressec 
on one occasion during ,1958; at Winder, Georgia, for 
"drinking and driving,™ and had been locked up fa@ twe 
hours. He stated he was not fingerprinted at the time of 
this arrest. 


TURNER emphatically denied any involvement ina 
"“cross- burning” ahout three months ago at Lexingtor, 
Georgia, at the rear of a Negro residence. He stated bs 
was aware of this "cross burning," but that he had been at 
home when it was reported to have. occurred. When z 
specifically questioned concerning any other “cress burnig" > 


- => > a> 
a * ° 
a 


J Ys, 4 . ©» = YY /*~ 
‘at efi phe = fA? Ay. OS": 
en gore capes **. 
, . —_— a “— “ t , . 
re oe: eA Bt ots. 


: - 
~* P 
“ WwW 

= a 


Se ae -y sive 
= ete " >» 


._ * Pg n* = -~- niin nl ‘ey 


AT 157-788 
if 


ewe, “ ie am * hte” 
. | “hors *%e ’ Sen .* . 2. 44 -* A , .* ’ ‘ . " " ~ ts 
J >: ah) 4 " a rive ; “* . *\. sa ; ~~ a . : 
esa” . Pd : . *,** 
SW sp ” *- ; d a " ‘ - PF ng a" 
L w ” “2 . wes ; 4 i e,*. ®, »} ’ . * "y 


> | . 
at 


“f’. 


“i tt th, js +, . “ws 


in which he may have been involved, he stated, "I would 
rather not answer that." < 
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| TURNER denied having any knowle ‘concening 

the killing of LEMUEL PENN on July 11, 19 He stated 

the only information. conce: ning this killing that was 

known to him was that information he had obtained from 
viewing television and through reading the newspapers. 

He also stated he has heard no comments concerming this 
killing from any of his associates or fellow workers 

which would indicate they had any information or possible 
involvement in the killing of PENN. He further statéd he 
did nt believe any of his associates. or fellow workers 

were §apable of committing such an act, which he called 
Sola blooded murder", He commented that it was his opinion 
that PENN was murdered by his — s) two traveling 
‘companions. 
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He also advised he did not have my informa ion 
concerning the discharging of firearms at homes of Negroes 
‘in the Athens area, or the discharging of firearms at 
vehicles containing Negroes in the Athens area. He stated 
he had never heard any of his acquaintances comment that 
they were involved and/or had knowledge concerning the 
firing of firearms at homes or vehicles in the Athens 
area. In connection with this, he stated that as te as 
20, 1964, he hadvwisited with HERBERT GUEST, == boc. 
ami HOWARD SIMS, at the Open. House Cafe from 


On.m.. to ll p.m., but they had not indicated any 
- nareonal involvement in any violent acts. 
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TURNER specifically advised that his “crged" was 
to believe that “no one should take anything, not even a 
life, which one could not give back," and he, therefore, 
was opposed to capital punishment, and has refused to serve 
on any jury wherein a possible death sentence could be 
imposed. 
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TURNER, who described the killing of PENN as 
"de spicable," -" ee he would notify the FBI in the event 
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any information came to his attention that would terdto 
indicate the identity of the person(s) responsible for the 
killing of PENN. He also stated in.the event any member 
of the KKK discussed any acts of violence, he would be the 
first to. attempt to discourage such an act, and if not 
successful, to notify the FBI. 


The following descriptive data was obtained throusen 


observation and interview: 


Name GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER 

Aliases HAMPTON. TURNER,. “HAMP" TURNER 

Sex Male. | ‘ge 

Race White | 

Nationality American 

Date of birkh 10/19/32 

Place of birth Point Peter, Georgia 

Height 5S 2G. 43 2 

Weight 204 lbs. 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Brown 

Complexion Medium 

Tattoos "Hamp" outer right forearm. 

Amputations Two outer toes missing from 

7 right foot. 

Military service: Georgia National Guard 
Elberton, Ga., 


1950 - 1951, under NGUS #2476520:7. 


Prior arrests Drinking and driving, § .- 

; . Winder, Ga., 1958. 

Wife GOLDIE TURNER, nee Cochran 
Sister FRANCES. STRICKLAND, nee 


Turner, Athens, Georgia 
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The following investigaticn was coz:ducted by Lo 
SAs CHARLES A. FERGUSON and at — 
Crewford, Georgia: <.::'. : 
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30 Knowledge concerning the killing of LEMUVEL FENN 
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AT LEXINGTON, GEORGIA 


be 
by» 
She stated she definitely didnot have any information 
conserning the killing of LEMUEL PENN and that TURNER had 


never indicated to her that he had any knowledge ard/or 
pessible involvemer.t in this killirg. 
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July 25, 1964 
Date 


GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER, Piedmont Road, Route i, Hull, 


oat furnished the following information: boc. . 


Oa July 22, 1964, at about 7:30 PM, he and his neigabor? 
D oeeamaal traveled to the scene of the forthcoming Knights ot 
ne Ku Klux Klan (KKK) rally, which will be held on August 1, 
1964. behind the Athens, Georgia Airport in order to repair a 
power line that had fallen down. They were met at this location 
by HERBERT GUEST, HOWARD SIMS, CECIL MYERS, and MYERS" brotier, 
wnose first name was unknown to hin. SIMS had earlier advised 
him that this line was down. 
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He stated thai these individuals asked isim general suesiions. 
concerning his interview by the FBI during the mcrning of July 22, 
1964. According to TURNER, he advised them that the FBI mainly 
asked him questions concerning his personal life and activities. 
He stated he also informed them that he advised the FB] that 
his KKK oath prevented him from furnishing any iniormaiion 
concerning the operations and/or activities of the Klan, and 
likewise prevented him from identifying other menvers of the 
Klan, oa that thereafter, the Klan was not further discussec 
and/oz .cmrented on by the FBI. He further stated that he 
infir. anil these cthex individuals that the FBI wat not speciiicail; 
intezyes:.ed in tne Kian, but were only attempting .o vetermine 
the identity of the killer of LEMUEL A, PENN. | 
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TURNER commented that one cf these individuals, possibly 
SIMS. made a remaxk to the effect that he “wished the FBI 
vould hurry up and get us cleared," in order that they “could 
resume with noxmal Klan business.". TURNER stated tie FBI's 
presen:.e in Athens and their investigation was giving tie “Ku 
Kluxe*s a kad name.” and that he did not feel this was helping 
li.e Klas's reputation. He stated he was still firmly convinces 
that n:. menber of the Klan had any involvement in the killing 
of -PENN, ard that he still felt that PENN‘'s two traveling 
companions probably did the killing. 
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TURNER advised that he would not be able to furnish 
any information concerning Klan activities and/or operations. and 
that he would not. be able to identify members of the Klan. He 
did state, however, that he would immediately contact the FBI 
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Thie document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your egency; it end ite contents ere not to be distributed poo 
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in tae event he received any information concerning the possible 
identity of PENN's killer, and he would furnish this 


information to the FBI even if it did involve Klan members, 
which he doubted tnat it did. | 
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a » FEDERAL BUREAU OF _ 


a. Date _august 8, 1964 


CLAUDE BENNETT, Route 2, Tallasse Road, Athens, mieaei: 
was reinterviewed at his residence... BENNETT recalls THOMAS 
FOLENDORE, kmown to him as "HORSE" coming into Guest's Garage 
sometime in the early morning hours of July 11, 1964. He stated 
that. both he and HERBERT GUEST were in the office -and when 
FOLENDORE came into the. office FOLENDORE said something like, 
a got me a nigger tonight" or "I.got me one tonight". 


BENNETT stated that he assisted HERBERT GUEST in 
eee . por On a boat trailer and hooking up the trailer 
lights. He is not sure where FOLENDORE was during this time. 


BENNETT stated that about ‘daybreak CECIL MYERS' — 
Chevy II station. wagon drove up to the garage in.a hurried fashion. 
He does not recall how the occupants of the car were seated. 

He stated that JAMES LACKEY, CECIL MYERS and HOWARD SIMS jumped 
out of the car and hurriedly went.straight to..the back of the 
garage. He stated that SIMS was carrying a shotgun but cannot 

. recall whether or not MYERS and LACKEY were carrying shotguns. 

. He stated that HERBERT GUEST was.at. the garage when the car 
drove up and went to the back of the garage as did FOLENDORE. 
*BENNETT cannot recall when FOLENDORE returned to the garage but 
was of the opinion that FOLENDORE had gone off somewhere and had 
returned. a 


BENNETT stated that none of these individuals have 
anything to do with him and he in turn has had no desire to 
associate with them, -and as the five individuals gathered in 
thavback of the garage he made no move to join the group. He 
stated that he recalls seeing SIMS wiping a shotgun with a: 
clean grease rag, however he cannot recall seeing any of the 
other individuals with shotguns. He heard no conversation 
except he recalls SIMS getting very angry with FOLENDQE and 
loudly stating, "Get out of here and shut your damn mouth". 
Following this FOLENDORE left the garage. , 


A short time later HERBERT GUEST, HOWARD SIMS, CECIL 
MYERS and JAMES LACKEY left the garage presumably .to.go to... 
the Open House Restaurant. 


‘During this period DENVER PHILLIPS was asleep in the rez 
of a 1957 Buick, according to.BENNETT's. recollection. 
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INVESTIGATION OF INDIVIDUALS RESIDING IN 
MADISON COUNTY, GEORGIA, AREA WHO WERE 
REPORTED TO HAVE POTFNTIAL OF BEING 
INVOLVED IN MURDER OF LT. COL. PENN 
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INDIVIDUALS HANGING OUT AT VETERANS 
COMMUNITY CLUB, COLBERT, GEORGIA 
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IR, 2.” 
Georgia, was interview a is p -time p of employment, 


The. Veterans Community Club of Colbert, Georgia, in connection . 
with club members who might have been in - , Georgia, during 


** 


July 29, 1964 


the early morning hours of July ll, 1964. stated 
that the usual patrons who stay at the clu night on 
Friday include the following: . 


mer, rgia 
oO rt, orgia 


Colbert, orgia. 


ens, Georgia 
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- = The icllowing is a list of individuals vo as 
can say positively were at the club until the early n 
hours of July 1l, 1964; 


oe. 


a 


IV In cernection with the death of BENNY JOHNSON, b>. 
WEB turnisned the following information: 


On the night of JOHNSON's death he closed the club 
and all these present went up to the scene, which was directly 
in frort of the club. Ges: he observed very little 
b-lood along the tracks the victim, and his clothing. 

He saic there was some discussion about this fact at the 
club after it reoper on that after the train b Ie 
had leit the scene, © the club with 
ancther white male, tated that he 
knew this man by sight burt di S name. When 
aske to whether this unknown individual might have been 
ean he stated he could not say one way or the 
; her. Tne name did not mean anything to him but if he 
saw this individual he would recognize hin. 


further advised that was laughing 
and joking abcut. the death of BENNY JOHNSON 


b A 
In additicn urnished the following, which 
is & complete list of the members of: the club: ; 
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as: 


“he following individuals were contacted by ~ 
ete | » and Lt. a reek CARNES, .Georgia Bureau of in- | 
Jig yestigaticr., on July 28, 1964, as they are allegsd-to be msx- , 


“e bers of the Colbert veterans Club in Colbert, Georgia. Thsse b 
; individuals advised they were members of the club; however, | uC 
did not attend regularly and had no information as to individ- 
uals present at the club on Friday night, — 10, o> pereeiiece 
moxmning, July 11, 1964: : 
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wing investigation was conducted by b7— 
SA n August 3, 1964. These individuals were 
con Smuch as they are members of the Veterans 


Club, Colbert, Georgia and might have been in a position 

to observe the traffic on Highway 72 and 172 during the 

early morning hours of July 11, 1964. All of these individuals 
indicated that they were not at the club the morning of 


July 11, 1964, and could furnish no information in this 
matter. ~ 


dP - 


of Colbert, Georgia 


Olbert, Georgia, advised ay 
Rugust 2, 1904, Ss son, 
a member of the vererens Club in Corbe S ated | ae 
however tha ss aa os lives in Colbe as he is 
employed in qd only visits in the 


Colbert area ae that his son 
was not home the week onl ° » 1964 


— 
Georgia, advised on August <c, » that her husband was a baw 


member of the Veterans Club in Colbert, however they are 
separated at the present time and her husband has been 
living in Dublin, Georgia for the past two months and to > 
her knowledge was not in town the week end of July ll, 1964. 
She stated that she is positive that if her husband had been 
in town he would have visited her so that he would be able 
to see their children as is his practice when he does 

come to town. 


Red 
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Athens, 
nterviewed Avcust <«. jut. Dy special Age-ta 


and at the resi- 


He layed cards at the Veterans of Foreign War 
‘(VFW) Club, Colbert, Georgia, July 10-11, 1964, from ateout 
l1-p.m. on July 10, "1964, _to about 3 a.m, July 1}, 1964. He 
arrived home at ahaa 34 went directly % 
He playe aman named (FNU) 
and with “OG kiow tne ramss or Uns .cti> 
memoers in lthough ve imevss their faces. He rad 
no knowledge whatsoever scnbeeesee the marder of LEMTED A. 
PENN ar.d k.éw vr.o one who he felt migt:s hs respornsitie frzr the 
murders. He did rot recall sselig ary persons at the VIFW 
Club the night cf July 10-11, 1954, whe appeared to be drurk 
or ir:toxicated, and des sribed the grwur as quiet ard croderly. 


we Fas never been a mem:e> y* the Kuiehvs cf the Ea 
Klux Klan (KKKK) but was asked to jcin the KKKK cn several 


cecasto-s in tke past by broth HERBERT GUEST. and HOWARD SIMS. 
wae: CUEST and SIMS to te Kian members 4: : AMsss, . 

He didi not join. the KKKK as his wife is Veoev mich 
cpposed to it and he felt that with his Sespons= Hle position 
4m “re community he could nov afferd such an associsavicc.. 

has -10wn GUEST a:xdl SIMS fcr many years, ana wocads 
a =grily ana k-.cws of rothing descgatory concering them. 
He does rot k.ow any of the perscxs associating with CUEST or 
SIMS. 


Pex 


a He claimed to Koew en Ore WE vet vu We Lb 
a Bhotgun or woaponns in hie car. atdod that if he 
received any is:fozrmation at all wicTMigny ke. pestvinsi:.s to 
the murder of FENN, he would immediately contact the FEI. 
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Sea ans 


1S 
Comer, Geo » was interviewed by re 


orgia Bureau of Investigation, and 
FBI. He was interviewed at the 
Athens, Georgia, where he is employed 


He furnished the following infor~ 
mation: 


He drives a 1963 black Ford two-door hardtop 
Galaxie XL. and frequents the VFW Club at Colbert, Georgia, 
occasionally. He rarely ever stays at the VFW Club for 
any length of time and usually only goes in there to look 
for someone else at aimed that he does not pls 
cards 


reason to stay any length o time at the Vit UD. 


| He believed tha he was at the VFW Clu at 
+ Colbert, around 12:00 midnight on July 11 ent to 
the YVFW Club icoking for afr of his, of 
Comer, Georgia, but foud that had n cen vhnere iv 


that evening. He believed thai tayed at the VFW Club 
on this particular evening for several hours, and believes 
he left about 3:50 a.m. He spent all of this time watching 
@ group of ola@ men playing cards. He recalled that tl 


tee or persons were in the VFW Club the evening of Juiy 
ll, 1964: a : 
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denied any knowledge whatsoever concerning ba 
the murder of.victim PENN and knows of no one who drives 
around with a shotgun in his car. He stated he has never 
been a memder of the KKKK and never has been asked to jcin. 
He claimed that he does. not know any members of the Klan. 
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When quesioned concerning his acquaint tances, he did 
“not mention the Athens, Georgia, suspects, and stated he does 
not know very nany residenvs of Avhens. 
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. On July 31, 19 the follow rsons were 
interviewed by SAs and bic. 
All these persons a requent e ns o 


Foreign Wars (VFW) Club at Colbert, Georgia. 


He is a member of the VFW a 

olbert and always goes there on Friday nights. On Friday, 
July 10, 1964, he was at work in Athené and about 12:00 midnight 
fell asleep while waiting at the Athens Railroad Station 
waitiecg for the 2:30 AM train. He woke up at 2:30 AM when 

the train arrived, handled the mail, and drove back to the 
.Post Office. He worked at the Post Office until about 7:00 AM, 
July 11, 1964, and left for home. He knew nothing concerning 


the death of LEMUEL A, PENN and knew of no one who might have 
been involved or saw anything. 


ne advised That he is a memoer OL the VFW at Colbert but his bh 
son, is not a member and never goes to the VFW Club. aa 
He adVised he and his son went to bed about 11:00 PM, 

July 10, 1964, and did not get up until about 8:00 AM, July ll, 

1964. He stated he was not at the VFW Club, July 10, 11, 1964 

and has no knowledge of the murder of LEMUEL A. PENN. 


Colbert, advised that on July 11, 1964, he went to bed about bac 
1:00 AM after having been at the VFW Club, Colbert, earlier. 
He only stayed 4 the Club a short time and could not recall 
any other persons at the Club, July 10, 11, 1964. He had no 


knowledge at all concerning the LEMUEL A, PENN murder on July ll, 
1964. 
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Following investigation conducted by SA C, DALLAS MOBLEY: 


WN ober, Goorcis, by 
on July 20, 1964, advised that on ght of July 10, or the 


morning of July il, 1964, the local Veteran's Club on the west 


side of Colbert was open and operating up until around 4:30 a.nm., 
Saturday, July ll, 1964. 


says that he knows that ono b%e 
esident, who is employed in 
chman for the Seaboard Railroad, had left the Veteran: Ss 


. Club around 4:30 a.m., Saturday, July ll, 1964, 


ba 


He said he was certain other local residents were 


at this Veterans Club, but he could not positively ideatify 
tiem. 
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a7 Ormations 


| Gs ::.: he normally opens his store around 
5:30 a.m., wee ys : ocal residents 
_to come downtown REED He said that 
on the nin f July . » ne opened as usual and recalled 
chat aap drove up informing him of a wreck at the 
inter on of i72 and the shooting incident involving a 9 
Negro man, He said he drove to the scene of the wreck et the a 
intersection of 172 and 72 and remained for a few minutes and 


returned to his store and resumed his normal procedure of 
. opening up and placing certain items on the outside, 


=e said that he estimates that on the morning 
“of July il e was able to open his store at approximately 
” or 25 minutes before 6:00 a.m. 


Ca sss tt while he was in the process of 
opening at around 6:00 on. aD drove 


Ta 
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aged Vey in conversation, He old 
about the wreck below town and abcut a Ne i 
° He said that in his opinion tk 
first knowledge of this incident. He said 
obviously just arisen for the day shortly Se: 
at the store. He said he had’ not washed his fies, combed his 
hair, or shaved, and, in fact, had not eaten breakfast. 
ae said he recalled selling (END croceries for 


an this occasioa. 


a, said he had no further information, be 
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Dete July 22, 1964 


Special Ag2nts and 
identified themseives tc S Special 
Bureau of Investigation an al Agent 
that ke did not have to wake any statement and that any sta 
he might make couid be used against hir in a court of law, and that 
ke was entitled tc the services of an attorney before making any 
statement. No threats or promises were made to (ae to induce 
him to make any statement, 
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ba 


Concerning the night of Friday, July 10,1964, 
advised that he had been in Colbert and the vicinity of Colbderton 
this naght and hac Seen cut until absut. 5:00 a.m. oan Saturday 
morning, Juicy il, 1964, which he estimated as the time he arrived 
home at. his father's residerce located in Colbert, Georgia. 
vised tiiat he hac a date with his girifriend whem he idertizicc as 
wh? resices at Carlton, Georgia, which is ]ecat 14 
F Cf Colbert on Highway 72. After taking aii :::-. 
went t> tre Colbert Veterans Club which he ated was 
-2G thisee-fourths of a nile east of Colbert on Highway 72, b? 
é-fecribed this Veterans Club as a one-rocm buildiug and c 
=e “s.atacled the size to be ahout 20 et by 30 feet and he said 
iit was of cernent bavck construction. Jiri estimated that he 
arrived at the Veteraas Club about 210% nd remained in the 
Club untii about 4:15 or 4:20 a.m. He said he plaved cards part 


of this time but izsisted he could not recall the identities of 
any of the pe-rle vith whom he played cards. 


CD «+ he left -the Veterans Club and went to a Le 


public tslap>: avth Located adjaconli. te the city hall in Ccelbert, 
Geory ip poe bo made a Leolan Sie k . oe 
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July'11, 1964, to the yard Office of the Seaboard Airline Railroad 
at which time he advised them to mark him down as sick so that 
they would not schedule him for work. 


e@ made s telephone call, 
After makin the | returned to the Veterans 
Club for about 5 or 10 minutes an went to his father's home 
and he estimated that he arrived at his father's homPand retired 
for the night at 5:00 a.m. He said that to get to his father's 
home from the Vetsrans Club, he had to return to Colbertand after 
reaching the center of town, his father's home was located two 
blocks to the north. 
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registered to his father, at Colbert, Georgia. 49 
He said he saw n:. c ther pe y automobiles that he al 
could identify cn his trip to the telephone booth or his return 

trip t> the Veterans Club cr his subsequent trip from the Veterans 
Club to his father's residence. He recalled that the last time 

he le*t the Veterans Club he had noticed the lights cf a car 

betind hiss when he was proceeding in the direction of Colbert 

but he could not identify this automobile as he did not actually 

see it. 


: CR: that on this night he was driving his 
father's « ge 64 ae which he said was 


Concerxzi ‘eabbibia «232°: were present at the Veterans 

Club cn this nent, ai said the dual he could 
definitely state was Club was whom he described 
as the caretaker of this club. He sa a white male, age 
21 - 22, who is employed at General Times, watch factory in 
Athens, Geor S in Athens in a trailer, location 
unknown Saeieatie said an individual whose name he 
does not kn nderstands is an ex-policeman from 
Athens, might have been at this club on this particular night 


althcugh he cannot say for sure. He described this individual 


as white male, aye in his late twenties, short, chunky, darx hair, 
wanna about 209 pounds, — 


a :- there were never mcre than 5 or 6 feopie B% 
in the club a y time he was there cn this night and insisted 
he could not recall specific individuals who were present. He 


did state that there were no strangers in the club or he would 
remember these individuals, 
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—- advised he was not a member of the Ku Klux 
Klan and denied any knowledge of Klan activities in the vicinity Lo 
of Colbert, Georgia. He stated that he had no knowledge of any 
individuals who wight have been around Colbert at the time cf the 
shooting and insisted that he was of the opinion shooting 
was not done by residents cf the Colbert area, wih: he 
would be willing to furnish any information that he m learn 


concerning this shooting but said that he had no information at 
the present time, 
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The fc llcwing is a description of CD wnicn was 
obtained frum observation and interview: 


— 
ae 
ret 


wee eo Ss 
Pet R- 
SA ¥N pie ne, 


Nare 

Race 

Sex 

Age 

Date cf Birth b 
Place of Birth \ 
Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eves 

Build 

Marital Status 

Scars and Marks 
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a ng investigation was conducted by . 
SA on July 29, 1964: \ 

oer Te. 

Seaboard Airline 

Railroad, produced a book which referred to as the 
On and Off Book, in which a running log is kept concerning 
employees who report that they are not available for work- 
or else report back that they are available for work. 


Jt is noted that on Page 208 of this book there 


is a tation after the date July 1l, 1964, b 

tha RIE cop 2 Sick. There is no time 2a 

noted. w Ss entry and the initials of appear 
after this entry. | 

2 ie advised the initials | 

‘ refer to who is the night clerk at the Yar 


,Office of the Seaboard Airline Railroad. bac 


GD: 2v:501 ie was the 
a urnished his home a ess as 


Georgia. 


. It was further noted that a subsequent entry in boo 
Book indicated that on July 12, 1964, 
reported back as available and on this 
: e of 2:30 p.m. appears, 


Georgia, 
advised that he had no independer scoliection concerning 
a telephone call made by on July ll, 1964, 
when he reported sick and unless there was a time noted Ic, 
in the On and Off Book, he could only tell that this call 
was made during his duty hours which would have been 
11:00 p.m. July 10, 1964, until 7:00 a.m., July ll, 1964. 


GED curtner advised that no other written 
record was maintained concerning the person reporting 
sick and if the time could not be ascertained from the 


On and Off Book, there would be no other record concerning 
it. r 
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was reinterviewed a 8 father's residence in Colbert on 


Joly 31, 1964, and furnished the following information oe 
expanding on information he had previously furnished when — 
interviewed at Atlanta, Georgia on July 22, 1964: 


He had taken his girl friend, WHEE none 
from a date at about 11:30 p.m. the evening .of July 10, 1964, 
and he did not see her any more that evening. He then. drove 
to the VFW Club at Colbert, Georgia in his father's truck 
and he remained at the club playing cards from about 12 midnight 
to 4:15 or 4:20am., July 11, 1964. As previously stated on 
July 22, 1964, he then left the club and drove to the center bb 
cf Ccelbert where he used a public telephone booth by the 
City Hall in Colbert to call the Seaboard Railraad at 
Atlanta, Georgia, putting himself on the sick roll so he would 
rot be scheduled to work. He placed the time of this call at 
: y 11, 1964. He denied seeing 
Colbert, Georgia, in the center of Colbert 
_adout 4 a.m... He stated that he was certain the time was 
ah sus 4:30 a.m. when he made the afcrementioned call. He ther. 
sturn3d to the VFW Club for a minute or two and ther. departed 
fon his father's residence placing this time at about 4:35- 
(340 a.m. 


On departing the club and as he was approaching Route 

72, histuck lights caught a car passing east on 72. He was 
ar’ous 100 feet from Route 72 at this time and only caught ua 
efi glance of this car. In searching his memory he 

balieved this car was light in. color, was a scdan, and was 2 
full size car, that is, rot a compact car. He was positive 
that this car was not a station wagon or a Cadillac ani cc.uld 
nos be sure cf the make of this vehicle although he belicve2 that. 
4% mighs have been a Chevrolet. He did not actually pay any 
attention to the occupants of this car and stated that this car 
might be the car in which Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN was driving 
us cculd not be at all certain of this.. When he reached 
Route 72, he turned right and proceeded east on Route 7e to the 
center of Colbert and estimated that the car referred to was 
at thet time about one-eighth of a mile in front of his vehicle. 
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i aa It was pointed out  —_— that he had previously 
‘ stated on July 22, 1964, that he observed the lights of a 
car behind him as he proceeded hame. He reiterated that he 


- infé«rawation he can révall. 
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Ha recalls that the back or  tadzights of this vehicle were 
tao square lights, one on each side of gene vehicle. 

He dces not believe they were "cat eye" type taillights as 
avs O12 a 1959 Chevrolet. He claimed he saw no lights | 
tshind his car as he proceeded to Colbert and that he turned 
right as the traffic signal light in Colbert and’ proceeded. 
ts his father's residence.:; As he made this turn, he still 


a no lights behind his car and he is certain of 
8. 


=> = 


is pss b ACT 


Sive that he did not see any lights behird his car 


‘and if he had said so before he was confused and mistaken. 


| He stated thas there was corsicerable ground fog 
at 4250 a.m. but he covld sé2 well enough so it did not 
Sertere with his driving particularly. 


He stated that after he ccmpleted thse telephone 
eall in Colbert, about 4:30 a.m., and while driving back 


to the esed S.N. BENTON Service Station. He 
74% 64 in his car at the station and 
mills 8 Gar Out and headed east as though he were 


home ° 


bac 


7 stated he has attempted to recall every 
CeSail of ing and desired to cooperate with the 
FBI but that the information he has furnished is all cf the 
He added that he was continuing 
to Fearch his memory and if he recalied any additional 
pertinens details he would contact the FBI. 
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Colbert, Georgia, was 
ty > le, Georgia.* 
Prior to interview, as advised by SA f his 
right to counsel befo ing a statement. was advised 
that any statement made by him could be used against him in b = 
wae: of law. No threats, promises, or duress were made to 
Ss 


in order to obtain the following information, which he 
hed voluntarily. 


GR «2:2 that on the previous morning at approxi- 
mately 2; aem., he was driving east on Highway 72 just west 
of Colbert, Georgia. He stated that a Georgia State Patrol 
car attempted to stop him and because he had been drinking he L 
decided to try to outrun the patrol car. He stated he was 
subsequently caught by the patrol car on Highway 172 east of 
Colbert and was arrested for driving under the influence, 

- speeding and =n... stop signs. 


| WHR tates 
*time of his arrest, was 
ae both of whom were charged w ake : 


was then questioned concerning his whereabcuts 
during the evening and morning of July 10-11, 1964. 


tated that on Friday, July 10, 1964, he left % 
home at approximately 8:30 p.m., in his own car together with 
the man who lives next door (name not recalled) and drove 
t> the Veteran's Club at Twin Lakes, Georgia. He stated that 
they left the club at approximately 1:30 to 2:00 oates ape 
drove to Colbert, Georgia, where they stopped at the 8 
BENTON store and picked up a man, whose last name ‘= ie 
The three of them then drove to the Colbert Veterans b> 
where they remained proximately fifteen minutes, and Cc 
then left. He drove fill beck to BENTON's store and then te 
d home after ng his next-door neighbor at his kome,. 
wi: :.:-: he could not be positive of the exact time he 
ed home, but his best estimate is that he returned 
home sometime prior to 3:00 a.m., July ll, 1964. 
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re) services of counsel be e making a statement, 

that any statement made by him could be used against. a 
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m re. Colbert, Georgia, 
interviewed at his res ior to interview, 


boc 


No threats or promises were made 


ina t of law, 
to Sa 3 order to cbtain the following ANFOFBATION, 


furnished voluntarily. ae 
WHR js teratea that on Friday, July 10, 1964, he 


Left 


to 
He 


phoctly after 2:00 a.m., 


> ho roximately 8:30 p.m., in his own car together 
wita his znextedoor neighbor, They all drove bo 
C. 


Lo s Veteran's Club at Twin Lakes, Georgia. 
stated they left Twin Lakes at approximately 1:30 to 2:00 


' G@eM@e, ON July 11, 1964, and then drove to the Open House 
Restaurant in Athens, Georgia, 


He stated they arrived.at the Open House Restaurant 
and remaired only a few minutes and 


Ken proceeded ts Colbert, Georgia, where they stopped at the 


reel 


an <¢ Hozs2 s ant was an Athens policeman, whose 
last name is and an unknown white man, 
wko is a midg e also recalls seeing an unknown 


waite 


N,. Benton Store. 


WHR ; tated that the only persons he recails seeing 
ene Open 


be 
man ina sports shirt, ~harrner fe a pistol in his belt. 


23 latter person was wearing civilian-type clothes, 


ore in Colbert, they talked to 
= minutes 


shortly thereafter. 
wnich was 
leaving 


and the three of them drove to the Colbert Veterans 
tated that they remained at the Club for only a 

qd left the Club at approximately 3:00 a.m, cor 
He thea drove back to his car, 
ked at the Berton's Store and proceeded home after 
t his residence, Loe. 


tated ow tho oxact time 
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stated she has told him that he arrived hose sometime between 33° 
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ee ee Colbert, Geo interviewed 
at -nap home in the presence of GBI Agent de ? 
' ie 


eiterated that he still could not remember 
exactly what time he arrived home the a.m. of July 11, 1964. 
He stated that he still cannot recall seeing any automobile 
either in front of or behind him from the time he left the 
S.N. Benton Store until he arrived at his home. 


He stated that he knows HERBERT GUEST on er but 
does not know him personally. He stated that he knows PAUL 
THOMAS STRICKLAND, Jr. fairly well but does not socialize 
with him. He only sees him when they happen to frequent 

_ the same places. He stated that he does not recall sesing 

. either of these two individuals at the Open House Restaurant 
when he was — there at approximately 2:30 a.m. on 
July ll, 19 
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was then questioned concerning his activities 


during the eve rning of July 10-11, 1964, to verify the 
setae oa ie 
= 
GMB «2:03 that after returning hone fr 
left © at approximately 8:30 to 9:00 pm, with 
al automobile, a 1962 black Pontiac. He & a y 


then proceeded to drive to the Veterans Club in Athens, Gewgia, 
where they stayed for only a short period of time, probably not 
more than fifteen minutes and ther drove to the Lowe Brothers 
Veterans Club at Twin Lakes, in Oglethorpe County, Georgia. He 
stated he believed they arrived at Twin Lakes at approximately 
16:00 p.m., and remained there until about midnight. He stated 
that_at approximately midnight or a few minutes thereafter, he 
and SD thon drove back to Athens where they stopped at an 
allenigit restaurant for approximately 15 to 30 minutes. He bo, 
* stated he does not know the name of this restaurant as he is 
=Oot from the Athens area and seldom visits in Athens. He gy 
after leaving this all-night restaurant, they then drove to Colber 
Georg.a, where they stopped at the S. N ‘on Store and for 
several minutes talked to 
to arother unknown white 
from Colbert, Georgia. He stated that to the best cf his 
zecoliection they arrived at the Benton Store sometime shortly 
afts> 1:00 a.m., , 1964, After sevearl minutes cf 
conversation, he, and the ex- from Colbert, 
drove to the Col rans Club AGED stcacbito, whers 
they stayed until sometime after 2:00 a.m. stated that after 
leaving the Veterans’ Club, they again returned to ths Barton's 


Store where they let the ex-policeman out and after a few minutes 
ef conversation, he was driven home by 


He stated to the best of his recollection ke believes 
%&2 got home at approximately 4:00 a.m. He stated ke did not 
thsreafter leave his home until sometime around noon on July ill, 


1964, 
bre 


GR 2 svc he could furnish co information as to tie 
pe he ividuals responsible for the shooting of Lt. Colon 


LEMUEL A. PENN in Madison County, Georgia, on July 11, 1964 > 
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sert, Georgia, was interviewed a 2e 
agsson Cour 9 ille, Georgia, Prior to interview 
was advised by SA f his right to counsel before ° 
faking a statement, an any statement made by kim could be, 
be used agai in a court of law. No threats or promises 
were made col order to obtain the following information 
which he furnished voluntarily: . 


GR «+212 that on the previous imatel: 
2:30 aom., riding in a car driven ne ole 
they proceeded in an easterly direct ghway st 

of Colbert, Georgia. He stated that was speeding azd after 
Passirg a Georgia State Patro subsequently stopped 
ard arrested. He stated was also present 
43 the automobile. He sta @ was arrested for — 
drunkenness. | ae 


during the evening and morning, July 10-11, 1964, stated 
that he could not remember exactly his activities during the 

above period, but that he should have returned home fron work 

at aprroximately 6:00 pem., ard believes he left home at 
approximately 7:00 p.m., in his own car. He stated he does not 
further specifically recall his actions on that evering or L 
the persoxs whom he was with, but believes he probably went to a 
txe Veterans Club in Colbert, Georgia, where Le stayed until 
approximately 11:00 p.m. 
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the evening, wever, he was quite positive he returned kcexe 
sometime prior to midnight, bo 
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GRR: 2:50: he could furnish no informationz as to the 
identity o srdividuals responsible for the shcocting of Lt, Color 
LEMUEL A. PENN in Madison County, Georgia, on July ll, 1964, 
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nterviewed at the Madison County Jail, Danielsville, is 
a. Prior to intervie was advised by SA bre, 
of his right to counsel before making'a statement, and 
ary statement made by him could be used against him 
~ t of law. No threats or promises were made to 
in order to obtain the following informatian 
waich he furnished voluntarily: 


stated that on the previous evering at 
aem., he was riding in a car driven by 
as they proceeded in an easterly direction 
way just west of Colbert, Georgia, He stated that bi. 
ow was speeding and after passing a Georgia State Patrol 


> sently stopped and arrested. He stated 
; tna! ie also present in the automobile, He stated 
that d at the time for public drurkenness, . 
. WR «: then questioned concerning his whereabouts 
curing the ng d morning of July 10-11, 1964, 
> , 

WE «+2 that on July 10, 1964, ke arrived -— 
homs from work a pproximately 6:15 pem. He left home appraci- 
mately 7:30 = 8:60 p.m., after being picked up by 
‘= autemobile, The > cen dro 
Georgaa, ere they picked RR and 

as an 


Tae four of them then drove to ust drove a70u% 
arproximately 11:00 ~ when they returned to Comer. He stated 
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that ke then got in automobile, a 1957 white Ford 
Toundersird, acd the them contirued to just dtivs arcurd 
Bee for approximately two or three kours,. He stated 
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v home approximately 2:30 to 3:00 a.m., July 11, 1964. 
He stated he did not thereafter leave his home until sometime 
after duylight. 
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Dete July 18, 1964 


was interviewed and furnished the following information: 


He advised that at about 7:30 p.m., July 5, 
1964, an unknown white male came to his home on Route 172. 
This individual appeared to have been beaten up, due to. 
the fact that he had several cuts about his face which 
were bleeding. Further, his face appeared to be bruised. 
This individual wanted someone to carry him home, Before 
anything was done, the police from Colbert, Georgia, came 
and carried this individual to Colbert and called an ambu- 
lance to take him to a hospital in Athens, Georgia. 
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Dete __July 18, 1964 


1 | 


one , | Le 
a employee, menine Funeral Home, c 
Athens, Georgia, was inte 


rviewed to ascertain circumstances 
surrounding the assault on 


He advised that on July 5, 1964, at about 9:30 p.n., 
he was called to the Colbert City Hall. 


When he arri } 

BILLY SMITH, Colbert Police, advised him tha i, "é. 

wandered into the City Hall. His face appeared have 
aten badly, and there was dry blood on his face. 
agpareatio had been in a fight. 


a: hysterical at the Athens General 
Hospital e kept asking the attendants to help hin, saying 
"They hit me,: aaa beat me up." 


He did not state by whon. b 
i 7e_ 
After the hospital, (i carried GR to 
Danielsville, Georgia. ; 
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On July 16, 1964, the records of the General 
Hospital, Athens, Georgia, were checked by Special Fe_ 
Agent senna and they reflected the following .. 
information: , ar 


Hospital Emergency Case Number Qa 


Name 


Race Sis aeemall | 
Sex ae L ? — 
Date of Birth 

Marital Status e 

Employment : Unemployed 


Residence | Danielsville, Georgia 


Brought in at 9:35 P.M., July 5, 1964, by 
Bridges Ambulance Service, Athens, Georgia. 


treated by anc QB ror = fy. 


abrasions of face and left ankle -- in fight. 
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cee eal was intexviewed in connec-— 
tion with the beating a stered to him on sa 5, 19K, 


at Goss's place. P 
—_ 
He advised that , a neighbor of 
his, gave him a ride to ce on July 
les him out and then he, left after 
assure that he wo give him a ride home. | 


stated that inside Goss's club, there bp 
were about ten people, and a poker game was in progress 
involying ahout five or six patrons with the remainder of .. 
the group standing around drinking. He was not in the game 
as he could not afford it since the main source of his 


income is a pension check in connection with his status as 
a disabled veteran. 


stated he was drinking rather heavily; 
however, he advised he did not ~omember doing or saying 
anything which night have provoked anyoze. He recaliei that 
sudienly a white male, about 25 years of age (name uzicown), 
jumped on hin. and r Oo beat him rather geverely. ~ ho 
He stated that ali not stopped the fight, 
this unkmnow: i::iividua have killed him. After the 
fignt was svoppei, this unknown individual, in company with 


two other white males, also now to him, see the 
premises and drove off. 


refused to tale ade or to seni for 
help for made his © 2 Negro home up * 
.Y) 


vhe road ese. people summored the police from Colbert. bo. 
A policemen ‘believed by +o have been BILL SMITH 

picked him up, took him to City Hall in Colbert, .and tock 
him to the Az vhe-.8 Gexeral Hospital and then provided 

SERASPOESA LIOR 0 his brother-in-law's home in Danielsville. 


GED =<: advised that he did not vistt $7,_ 
Goss's place. ircjuently, but that he knew several people who 
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ambulance brou a 
home at about 10: 08 or 11:00 P.M., July 5, L904. — 
was drunk and it a ared that he had been in a f 
The next coy << that someone had beaten 
him up at GOSS' place rr’, 


CE = t2t<< it is common knowledge in L 
Madison County that WILBUR GOSS‘ place is a bootlegging, '  { i 


gambling establishment, and local “outlaw hangout." He 
stated this is well known —' all citizens of the 
community. 
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be: ene Colbert, Georgia, was interviewed te 
ascertain circumstances of any racial incidents _in ti L 


Comer-Colbert, Georgia, aeen. He advised th fe 
white male, who alsc | olbert 


| —-- advised that on the night of July 6, 
1964, he hea ee shots and he believed they were shotgun 
blasts coming from an area west of his home along the railroad 
tracks that run through the middle of Colbert. A short time 
later he heard the freight train whistle blowing repeatedly ~ 
and subsequently learned the next day that a ed 52. 
. BENNY “Bliss Swift" JOHNSON 
- had been hit by the freight gh Co rt 
the night before ‘his incident took place about one quarter of 
a mile west of s home. Subsequent to this 
incident he has S&T on the night before BENNY 
JOHNSON had visite and while 


ere ‘weet ~ge ete “ple and 
lef A snort tine later BENNY JOHNSON left to go home. 


stated that BENNY JOHNSON had worked 


f his death and n off work 
left the home of around 62. 
10:30 p.m. Shots were heard between 10:30 an p.m., that 


night and shortly after this the freight train whistle was 


heard and the train stopped for what seemed to heer an unusually 
long time. 
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was infor ee ata of _ane aed of Georgia, 


to ascertain circumstances of any racial incidents in the Comer- 
Colbert, Georgia, are le stated had shot 
at him and Negro male, road out in 
Madison’ Cour mn ivon. because they would not 

In the car with at that time was 

named _ ang another individua 

only as further stated that at va 


Te par had shot into the home of 
Negro male, in Colbert 


xt, ia, and that he 
badly beaten up a Negro male — 
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Dete July 18, 1964 


was interv B piace oyment, e University of . 


Georgia, to ascertain circumstances of any racial 
the Comer-Colbert, Georgia, area. tated that 
a: a and that in 1958, Saal had stoppe Ss son, 
and another Negr maie on a dirt road in Bedisen 
ee that they dance for him, and whe efused 
one shot from a pistol between the 
thereafter secured a warrant for or which 
was tried and convicte fore the trial 
| attempted to persuade to withdraw 
this warrant bu ‘a result, shortly 
after the tri] a at a service 


station in ris] a im over his refusal 
to withdraw the warrant. 5 
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° further advised that BENNY JOHNSO) 
-hit by a_train and } > ¢ 2avine the home of 
and that 


| f ted that on July 4, 1962, QD 
Negro male, vis od ail had left to go home. At 1:30 a.m 
on July 5, 1962, HA was uck freight train a short 
distance east of Colbert, cooreia. CD statec that HAYES‘ 
body had been lying across the trac the train hit hin. 
stated that many people during that suspected 
of killing HAYES inasmuch as they b 
ad some trouble a short time before. 


knowledge no autopsy was performed and no investig 
conducted. 
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7 Ollowing investigation was conducted by b7 aa 
SA at the Coroner's Office, Madison County, 
Dan ; rgia, on July 15, 1964, with the following 

- results: , : | o 


Death certificate number 86 of 1962, regarding FELIX 
HAYES described HAYES as a Negro male, date of birth April 30, 
1931, Social Security Number 257-56-8284, born Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia, died July 5, 1962, in Colbert, Georgia, cause of death 
listed as accidentally struck by train. Arrangements handled 
by Mack and Payne Funeral Home, Athens, Georgia. Mother is 
listed as HATTIE WINGFIELD, and wife listed as MARY HAYES. 
Time of injury 11:45 PM, July 4, 1962, buried Hitchcock 
Cemetery, Colbert, Georgia, July 8, 1962; Registrar Mrs. 
EVELYN H., HAYNES. 


The Coroner's report of inquest, July 27, 1962, 
contained the following: 


"This is to certify that on July 5, 1962, at 
2:00 AM, Coroner ROBERT LORD, Sheriff DEWEY SEAGRAVES, 
and Dr. C, H. BRYANT were called to Colbert, Georgia, 
where FELIX HAYES was hit by a train on the railroad 
tracks and was dead. The left side of his chest was 
crushed in and a gash was in his head. 


"We the jury with the evidence given us say 
FELIX HAYES came to his death by (the above was 
typed and the: following was written in in long 
hand) inquest held July 30, 1962. In our opinion, 
FELIX HAYES came to his death by having been 
accidentally struck by a train." 


The following signatures were affixed to the 
bottom of this report: 
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oa ROBERT LORD, Cevesie: , Madison Counts, was ages ll 
i in connection with the death of FELIX HAYES and BENNY 
_ that BENNY JOHNSON had s 1 day for 
’ on July 6, 1964, and that stated to 
. at the last time he saw J e was at about bya. 


6:30 p.m. JOHNSON was subsequently struck by a freight train 
and killed during the late evening hours of July 6, 1964. 


LORD further stated that JOHNSON's body was lying 
on the railroad tracks with his legs inside the tracks and his 


torso outside the trac determined f 
eng in, the oe 
and ir e determined fr 

-individua HNSON's body seemed to be in an unconscious — 
condition. LORD also advised the body was mangled with both 
legs severed, and that the bcdy had been dragged approximately 
150 feet from the point of contact with the train, and that the 
face was also mangled. 


: 
LORD stated he did not recall too much about the 


circumstances surrounding the death of FELIX HAYES but he did 
recall that HAYES had’been struck by a train one quarter of a 
mile east of Colbert, Georgia, but LORD could not remember any 
other information surrounding the incident. He did state that 
Dr. C. H. BRYANT of Comer, Georgia, had been the medical 

examiner at that time and that it was Dr. BRYANT who had examined 
the body. In the case of BENNY JOHNSON, DR. DeWITT BONDS, 
Danielsville, Georgia, had been the medical examiner. LORD 
stated there had been no autopsy performed on either FELIX 

HAYES or BENNY JOHNSON, 
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2 July 18, 1964 


Dr. DeWITT BONDS was interviewed concerning his 
examination of the body of BENNY JOHNSON in the late evening 


ana of July 6, 1964, and the early morning hours of July 7, 
' 9 “ 


BONDS stated he had not seen any unusual wounds on 
- JOHNSON's body but that he had instructed the funeral 
home to examine the body closely and, if any such wounds were 
observed, they were to notify hin. Dr. BONDS stated he had 
commented to his nurse earlier that he believed the authorities 


would now exhume the body of JOHNSON for a more thorough 
examination. 


a 


TERY G 


Dr. BONDS stated the train crew placed the time of the 
tncident at about 11:20 p.m. The legs of BENNY JOHNSON had been 
severed and the remainder of the body had been mangled, but he 
believed there had been an open casket funeral. 
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4 MRI covert, ceorgis, was 
interviewed a s place of employment, the University of br 


Georgia, to ascertain circumstances of any racial incidents 
in the Comer-Colbert, Georgia, area. 


advised that in connection with 
of BENNY evening of July 6, 1964, he 
left BENNY a s house at about 10:30 p.n. 
day at lunch at BENNY had been hit by a 
| t 7ht b 3 bo. 


stated he did not know if jas 
| nou ter he le BENNY. jid advise’: 
that’ he understooc , Colbe Seca Company, 
Colbert, Georgia, state ne heard shots between 10:30 and 11:00 p.m. 
- July 6, 1964. These shots were heard in the vicinity of where 
- the train struck BENNY JOHNSON,. 


CR tur tner stated se has 
a rough reputation in that he has assaulted and shot Negroes > PM 


previously. 


In connectic with the death of FELIX 
July 4, 1962 ivised that HAYES left 
house with an ey wen 


to the home c 1e nh. sere he b 
stated he was gaging to the home of ; Fes 
Colbert, to borrow some money. as thereafter hit 
by a train and killed. His body Was found on the tracks 
one er of a mile east of inte tions 72 and 172. ~ 
advised HAYES got to house ou aD was not °*. 
me, YES then started back to house. 
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, - wife — was interviewed in 
connection mite the death of She advised she ~- 


. heard gn shots sometime between 10:30 and 11:00 p.m. on the 
-.evening of July 6, 1964.. She stated there were five or six b% 
_-- Shots fired and they seemed to come from the direction of 
“*the woods located south of her house, which faces north and 
* the railroad tracks. per . 


» 
-_ 
mG se ln CS » 2 
.. 4 «¢ 


She further stated she did not think too much of 
this due'to the fact that hunters often use this section of 
woods; however, she wondered at that time what anyone would-be 
hunting during this time of year. 
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Dete ___July 18, 1964 


Colbert Seed Company, was interviewed 
of BENNY JOHNSON. He stated that his 
had heard shots just prior to the time the 
JOHNSON on the evening of July 6, 1964. He 
advised that he had been out that night and had returned home 
at the time the train was stopped. He went to the scene and b 2, 
he viewed the body of BENNY JOHNSON. He described the body as’ 
being very badly mangled with both legs severed. He did state, 
however, he noticed little blood on the tracks or the railroad 


bed and, in view of the injuries inflicted upon BENNY JOHNSON, 
this surprised him. 
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night of July 16-17, 1964, Special Agent a 
and JAMES E.. CARNES, Georgia-Bureau of 
Investigation, veloped the following information: 


At 11:50 p.m., July 16, 1964, a 1958 green bre 
Cadillac and a 1964 two-door Ford "fast back," along with 
an unknown pickup truck, was observed parked at the 
residence of 


At 11:55 p.m., July 16, 1964, a 1958 or 1959 
four-door Dodge bearing 1964 Georgia li 84-1727, 9. 
was observed at the residence a This 
automobile was white with light red center and white botton. 
€ ‘* At 12:05 a.m. o 17, 1964, the 1959 
Chevrolet belonging ain was observed at the 
> residence and all lights residence were out. 


At 12:56 on. residence in S20 
1964 brown Ford, bearing 1964 Georgia license 84 7 420, 


without headlights, headed east on Georgia 72 at a high 
rate of speed. At this time Units Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation 27 and Georgia Bureau of Investigation 65 
were advised to be on the lookout for this automobile. 


At 1:07 a.m., the residence aE 
was checked and his automobile observed 8 residence b y S 


and lights continued to burn in the house. 


At 1:55 a.m., —- had not returned to 
residence and lights out ome. 
At 2:45 a.m., QR +122 naa not 


returned to residence. bAnr 


At 2:47 a.m., auto Uelonging to 


obgerved at residence and lights still on. 


At 3:25 a.m., a observed at City “bac 
Hall in 1964 Ford, Georgia license 84 J 420, talking with 
Chief of Police DEWEY CARITHERS, and surveillance discontinued. 
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Dete _July 18, 1964 _ 


Dr. C. H, ‘BRYANT was interviewed in connection with 
the™ death of FELIX HAYES. He advised he had difficulty recalling 
this incident but was able to state that HAYES had been struck 
by a train and killed east of Colbert, Georgia, at a Crossing 
and that the body had been dragged 100-150 yards by this train. 
This body had been badly mangled... 


Dr. BRYANT stated that no autopsy was performed and 
that although he did examine the body for gunshot and stab 
wounds, due to the condition of the body these type wounds 
would have been difficult to observe without an autopsy. 
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interview is place of employment, Mack and Payne Funeral : 


Home, Athens, Georgia, in connection with the death of BENNY . 
JOHNSON. He advised he was called to Colbert, Georgia, on 

the evening of July 6, 1964, but that he did not know what time 
he arrived. A second ambulance was already there and they 

had placed a sheet over the body. He recalled that no one 
told him to examine the body closely for signs of wourids not 
inflicted by the train. 


He did not pay any attention to the amount of bleeding, 
and the only thing he did was to remove the other ambulance'‘s 
sheet and replace it with one of his. 


WB ..u: add no ‘other information surrounding 
the death of BENNY JOHNSON, b 
oe 
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ee, Conductor, Seaboard Railrcad, 
Abbéville, ro » advised he was conductor aboard 


Seaboard Freight #30 about two weeks ago when they ran 
over a Negro male on the tracks near Colbert, Georgia. 
From what he could recall the accident occurred around 
11:20 p.m., when he noticed the emergency brakes went 
nd the train came to a stop. He then heard Engineer 
say over the intercom system that they had just 


run over a body lying on the track. He said #30 was Lo 
a large freight train and difficult to stop, so that — 


by the time the train came to a stop, it was about ten 
minutes before the engineer could get back to the scene 
of the accident, as he was about 70 cars away. He said 
that since he was about 70 some odd cars from the engine, 
he was closest to the body, and got cut to look for it. 


: Several minutes later he recalls that Fireman 
ap got to the body before. he did, and located it 
ch slongside the tracks. The night was dry and clear, 
*but dark. He ot see too well, and had to use his 
la:.tera. vine a called to him that he found the 
body he went over to » but did not get too close. He 
could see that the legs had been cut off, and the fingera 
on one hand missing, but he did not recall which hand. bo 
He said that he started back up the tracks to locate the - 
point of impact and tried to estimate where it was. 
He said when he had gone about 60 feet or more he located 
es billfold on the ground. He found a Social Security Card 
inside, which had the name of BENNY JOHNSON. He presumed 
it. belonged to the victim. As he started walking back 
tcward the bsdy, he noticed one of the legs under the train 
about two cars away from point of impact. Several minutes 
later ke returned to the point of impact where he found 


the billfold and it was then that he saw the fingers layirg 
inside the tracks. 


He recalled that when he got out of the train, 
they were stopped along a wocded, desolate section of 


track. ulance had been radioed for, so 2c 
he sent trainman, out onto the highway 
to awai e ambvulunce, end direct it. to the body. He 
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said that for at least 20 minutes no one came to the scene 

of the accident, nor did he see any cars around. Then by 

ones and twos people began to come into the area. He said 
that be began to question a group of people as to the identity 
of the victim. People began to voice various opinions 


about who they thought he was. t 20 to - 
22 years of age, told him that phonetic), 
had said he was BLISS SWIFT, a n working 


for him that day hoeing cotton or doing some type farm > 
work. He said he did not ask the boy his name =n lial — 
SE e 


2 he could be. He said he did not know who 
cd was or if he was at the scene, but suppo 
if the boy said th hotold him the victim 
was BLISS SWIFT. He noted ns could have come 
+ on the scene while he was cK up e track, but does not 
kidw. 


id that later the Engineer, and 
, Fireman, w ey were at the scene 

m that the wistin was observed by them 
lying on the east track. According to them his legs hung over 
the rsil, the rest of his body outside the rail, and his 
ore arm thrown over the rail as if he was hanging on. LY ae 
The irdividual appeared to be drunk or asleep on the 
track. They indicated that upon sighting the victim they 
threw the emergency brake, but the train could not stop in 
that distance due to the great number of cars on it. 


said that about 15 to 20 minutes after 
the acciden e iff of the county came on the scene, L 
and he did not know who the victim was. He saw the Sheriff Fe 


kneel down and feel the body and remark that it still felt 
warm. 
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He said that he heard no unusual remarks at the 
scene, nor any remarks indicating that the victim met with 
foul play, and recalls nothing pecullar or unusual ubout 
the matter as it is common occurrence. 
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CE, ee, Seaboard Railroad, advised 
that he was working o aboard Freight #30 on July 6, 1964,- 


when train had an accident at Colbert, Georgia. He recalled * 
the accident happened sometime after 11:00 p.m. He said 

he knew none of the facts of the accident except the train 
hit a man that was lying on the tracks. He recalls that he 
was about 75 to 80 cars back on a big freight when the 
incident occurred. After the train stopped, he got out . 


and starte k up the line, and believed he met __. L, 
Conductor aia who called to him that a man had been 7O 
hit and k cks, und that an ambulance was on 

its way. He ae te him to go up a small dirt 

road to the highwa ait there for the ambulance to show 
him where to turn in. He said he went up to the highway 

and did meet the ambulance. He noted he spoke to no one 

and saw no one for about 20 minutes, when some people began 

to come around. He said he did not see the accident, did not 
see the body, did not talk to anyone, knew no one, and was 

not around the crowd where he could hear anything. He said 


that he never did hear any of the train crew say they thought 
it was anything but an accident. 
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beeen Seaboard Railroad Police Chief, 
990 Old oochee Avenue, advised that his files : 


reflect the following information concerning the death : 


of BENNY JOHNSON, Negro male, who was hit by Seaboard : Pe 
Railroad Train # 30 on July 6, 1964: 


Statements by the crew of Seaboard Railroad 
Freight Train #30 which struck BENNY JOHNSON at the 
495.4 milepost, Colbert, Georgia, were as follows: 


WE, consuctor; 


WHEE. trainnan; 
WH. Exgincer; 
WD Fireran; 


——-_ Brakeman, Trainman. 


Signed statements by the above employees 
pertaining *e the striking of BENNY JOHNSON by train 


#30 on July 6, 1964, were furnished : 
Trainmaster, Abbeville, South Carolina, by 
These employees all reside at Abbeville, South Carolina, qa 
and furnished these statements on July 9, 1964. 
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These statements are as follows: 


"Abbeville, S. C., July 9, 1964.c. 


ae —_ 


Howells, Georgia 7 6% 


"My name is sa I have been employed 
in Seaboard Service since October 4th, 1922 and I 
reside a Abbeville, S.C. My 
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regular assignment is the Swing Assignment, Atlanta . 
Sub-Division and I protected Train 30 from Howells, 


Georgia on the afternoon of July 6th, 1964. e Lo 
other members of cluded Engineer _— 
« “ee 


man 
and agman 


"Approximately 11:20 P.M., July 6th, 1964, we struck 
and fatally injured a trespasser at Colbert, Georgia. 
At the time this incident occurred, we had motors 
502-534-526-1704 with 51 loads - 23 empties -4675 
tons. The brakes on our train worked properly 
throughout our trip. My first knowledge of anything 
being wrong was when brakes went into emergency at 
the 495.4 MP and I contacted Engineer Qi and he 
informed me that we had struck a person lying on the 
track. As soon as the train stopped I immediately 
went to the scene which was 15 car lengths ahead 

of the cab where train stopped. I later learned 
from my engine crew that the person struck was 
laying on the north rail with his knees across bc. 
the rail and that his body waslaying 90 degrees 

with the rail. Civil authorities and emergency 
equipment were immediately called through Dispatcher's 
Office at Howells via radio. Sheriff of Madison 
County, D. G. Seagraves, and an ambulance from a 
white funeral home arrived immediately; however, 

they did not take the body, but did cover the body 
with sheets. This ambulance from the white funeral 
home which I cannot identify, did call via their 
radio, and arranged for a colored funeral home, 

which I cannot identify, to come to the funeral home. 
I found a wallet at the approximate point of impact 
with a Social Security Card No. 256-30-6660 which 
had been issued to a Bennie Johnson. However, 
spectators which arrived on the scene identified 


t d Swift. One of the spectators, 
, which was a white person, stated 
a e deceased had worked for him on July 6th and 


identified him further as Bliss Swift. The body was ‘ 
* badly mangled and was thrown about two car lengths ie 
north of the point of impact to the north side. It ---:. 
appeared to me the deceased weighed approximately 175 = 
pounds and was approximately 5'10" tall. a 
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"After Sheriff Seagraves arrived and viewed the 
scene he permitted me to proceed with my train, 
after having sustained a one hours! delay. 

Engineer was operating the locomotive and 


. Fireman and Brakeman were in 
‘their re e locations in ating 


as result of my investigation. Flagman 
was with me on the Caboose car at the Ll? 
the incident and when I learned the cc 


nature of our trouble I sent him to the Highway 


which is approximately 250 feet from the railroad 
and parallel to the scene for the purpose of 
directing Civil authorities and emergency 
equipment to the scene. The weather was clear 
and warm at the time ani the track is straight 
at this particular location. At the time the 
brakes went into emergency I estimate speed of 
train to be approximately 50 MPH. I am not in 
position to know whether he was married, or 
single and whether or not he had any children. 
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and I reside at 
S. C. and I am 
e Seaboard as Trainman. I 
was present in Trainmaster's Office this date a 
when testimony was given in regards to the 
fatal injury to a trespasser at Colbert, Ga. 


11:20 P.M., b on July 6th, 1964 
by Conductor and his statement 
is true, corr omplete to the best of 


my knowledge and there is nothing further that 


I-can add. 
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"Abbeville, S. C., July oth, 1964.c. 


Superintendent, 

Howells, Georgia. 

"My name is and I reside at Plum Branch, 
S.C. and I am employed as Engineer with the Seaboard 
and have been in service since October 17th, 1940 and 
was promoted to Engineer July 10th, 1943. My regular 
assignment is the Swing Assignment, Atlanta Sub- 
Division and I protected Train No. 30 from Howells, 
Georgia on afternoon of July 6th, 1964. I had with 


me in the nz cab in their res 
Fireman and Brakema 
when at a Oximately 11:20 P.M. we struck an atally 


' injured a trespasser at Colbert, Georgia. This person, 


-who was later identified as Bennie Johnson, Colbert, 


Georgia, was Imying atan right angle with the north 
rail with his knees across the track approximately 3 
15 car lengths west of the west siding switch at 
Colbert. We did not know that this was a person spi. 
until we were right upon it and I immediately placed 
brakes in emergency which functioned as intended. 

All members of the head end crew saw this object 

at the same time. We were moving approximately 50 
MPH at the time the brakes were placed in os Wad 
and had four motors, 51 loads - 23 empties - 4675 
tons. The track in this area is straight, descending 
grade and while there are houses in this area the 
point at which this person was struck could be 
considered as remote. I did not go back to the 

scene after thé@' train was brought to a stop; 

however, after sustaining one hours delay I was 
contacted by the conductor and instructed that it 

was permissable to proceed. I understand that our 
train moved approximately 60 car iengths after brakes 
were applied and as soon as I learned that we had 
struck a person I contacted the Dispatcher and my 
conductor via radio in order that Civil authorities 
and emergency equipment could be called. The weather 
was clear and warm at the time. Conductor 

and Flagman were on the cab at the 

applied the brakes in emergency. 
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"At the time this accident occurred the headlight 
was burning brightly, the bell was ringing and 
whistle signals being sounded for the crossing 

at the west end of the Passing Track. As far as 

I could tell from my position in the Operating 

Cab no movement was made whatsoever by the deceased 
to remove himself from the track structure. As ~ — 
added information I had properly blown crossing 
whistle signals for four crossings within one mile 
prior to striking the deceased and was in the 
process of blowing the fifth. 


"There were no other trains within the area and No 
4 was at Athens at the time this accident occurred. 
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"Abbeville, S. C., July 10th, 1964.c. 


as 

Howells, Georgia 

"My name is ee and I reside at 
RR. 3. Dee eville, S. ©. I am employed as 


locomotive Fireman and have been in Seaboard pe 
service since ese 1 1943 and was promoted to yA aoe 


Engineer on January 24th, 1957. I am presently 
assigned to the Swing Assignment Atlanta Sub- 
Division and protected Train No. 30 from Howells 
on afternoon of July 6th, 1964. 


"Engineer s operating the locomotive, 
Brakeman and myself were in our 
proper po ons in the operating cab when at 


approximately 11:20 P.M. we struck and fatally 
injured a trespasser about fifteen car lengths 
west of the west siding switch at Colbert, Ga. 
I did not realize that this was a person until 
we were right up at it at which time Engineer 
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-_ placed brakes in emergency. This person was 
g with both legs across the northward rail with 
his head and body on the ballast to the north. At 
the time brakes were placed in emergency we were 
ele approximately 50 MPH. We had four motors 
and 74 cars and the brakes functioned as intended. 
As soon as the train stopped I got off the motors 
and went to contact the Night Policeman who was 
in the area (I believe his name was Smith) and 
we both went back to the scene. My first thoughts 
were that possibly we had cut off the man's legs 
and he was still living and that we would need 
emergency assistance promptly; however, we found 
that his body was mangled. There is no crossing 
in the area where this man was struck and there 
are only a few houses in the vicinity. The track 
‘' in the ar is straight and I know for a fact that 
Engineer ee blown for several crossings in 
the area was in the process of blowing the 
crossing immediately east of point where this man 
was struck. The headlight was burning brightly. 
From my position in the operating cab this person 
made no movement whatever prior to us striking 
him. The weather was clear and warm at the time. 


"/3/ Fireman 
» Fireman. 
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"Abbeville, S. C., July llth, 1964.c. 


a 


Howells, Ga. 


“ and I reside at 
Adbeville, S. C. and I am 
emp e man and have been in Seaboard 


» Service since May 6th, 1964. I am assigned to 

the Trainman's Extra Board at Shops and protected 
Train #30 from Howells on July 6th, 1964 as head 
brakeman. 
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"I was in my proper position in the operating cab 
of Train 30 when at approximately 11:20 P. M. we 
struck and fatally injured a trespasser approximately 
15 car lengths west of the west siding switch at 
Colbert, Ga. Engineer was operating the 
locomotive and Fireman was sitting 
in the Fireman's seat ately behind me on — 
the fireman's side. The weather was clear at the 
time and the track was straight. We were moving 
approximately 50 MPH and did not see this person 
laying on the track until we were right upon hin. 
e had four motors, 74 cars. The headlight was 
burning brightly and f brakes functioned as 


intended when Engineer placed the brakes LI 
in emergency. Apparent 1 of us in the 


operating cab realized that this object was a 


a : about the same time at which time Engineer 


applied brakes in emergency. I did not go 
to the scene after the train was brought 
to a stop as I was instructed to remain on 
the locomotive. I.do know that Engineer 
had properly blown crossing signals for several 
crossings prior to us striking this person 
and was in the process of blowing a crossing 
signal for crossing which is located east of 
where we struck the person. The engine bell 
was also ringing. 


"Tis person, as far as I know, made no attempt 
or movement whatsoever to remove himself from 
the right-of-way and he was lying with both 

legs across the north rail with his head and 
body on the ballast on the north side. As far 
as I could tell the area is rather remote and 
there are no crossings or paths in the immediate 
area. I saw no other persons in the area. 
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A handwritten notation by a on the 
communication reflecting the original information regarding 
the death of B indicated that Seaboard Railroad 
Special Agent of Greenwood, South » the 


P inve ing agent, and Railroad Claims Agen 
WEE once South Carolina, who accompanied 
: elephonically repo t their investigation showe 
no signs of foul play. ite. -23:-. the the investigators 
surmised that JOHNSON had been drunk and fallen on the tracks 
and was thereafter hit by Train number 30. 


‘ Colbert, Georgia, sometime shortly after the striking of 


“BENNY JOHNSON at 11:20 p.m., July 6, 1964. Time of arrival 
wat Colbert, Georgia, by these two is not known. Original 
investigation was conducted by Colbert Police Department 
Officer BILLY SMITH, Madison County Sheriff DEWEY SEAGRAVES 
and Madison County Coroner ROBERT LORD. 


A communication dated July 13, 1964, > =! 
to their file reflected that Madison County Coroner 


ERT LORD said he would not know if a coroner's inquest 
would be held until he received a report from the State 
Laboratory. advised. there was no further 

rn 


information co a coroner's inquest or any medical 
examination of the deceased. 


communication dated July 15, 1964, from — 
QE Sirersntencent, Seaboard Railroad, to their file 
ects t the remains of BENNY JOHNSON were at Mack and 
Payne Funeral Home, Athens, Georgia, as of July 13, 1964, and bow 


no coroner's inquest had been held. This was followed by 
notation “waiting for report’from State Crime Lab." 
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y bw 


——- advised that was a 
lroad Spec gent of much experience and has handled 


Rai 
many similar cases of spassers being hit b ving : 
trains; therefore, has c ence in judgment 
in such matters, dicated a: presen a Tei. 
vacation in Highlands, North Caro » motel not known, 
and will not return until August 1, 1964, at which time 
he is expected to submit an investigative report to 
in this matter. 


oe Claims Agent, had just been 
assigned to pos on, and this was, in fact, to 


knowledge his first investigative matter. ~ 
can be contacted through the Seaboard Railroad . ho 
_ 


ationmaster a od, South Carolina, his home, or 
throug General Clai ey, 3600 
West B reet, Cc nd, Virginia. is in the 


act of correlating the facts surrounding e death of BENNY 
JOHNSON for submission to the Claims Department of Seaboard 
Railroad, 


ER 20s‘ out that Train number 30, 
composed of 75 fre t cars, was scheduled to leave Atlanta 

yards at 7:30 p.m. and arrive Colbert, Georgia, at 9:40 p.m., 

July 6, 1964; however, loading delays, which are not an 

unusual occurrence, delayed its exit from Atlanta, causing ae 
. it to arrive there at 11:20 p.m., the time which it ‘struck 

BENNY JOHNSON, The train was en route Abbeville, South 

Carolina, where it would exchange crews. 


he 
= 
. = 
> , 
= 
ca 
7 
et 
ad 
v. 
- 
* 
~~ 
Yr 
> 
. > 
~ 7 
. — 
: a4 


an nn 
- ow Ve 


a 
a 
les 
¥- 
~ 
at 
* 
a 
‘> 
“~. 
; > 
et « 
ve 
ss 
A 
& 
~~. 
.* 
— 
- * 
hi oka 
7x 
a 
.* 
- 
, 


rn woe 


i "eR ww erowrers TET Ree ry 
: _-* J ' ° 
es 


re A review of the railroad records b 
reflected that the last‘train to pass over the point where bo 
BENNY JOHNSON's body was located was Train number 34 which - 


assed the 495.4 milepost, Colbert, Georgia, at 8:45 p.m. 
i GREED 0scaves that freight trains such as number 30 often 
“i vary m schedule time as much as two hours while passenger -- 
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trains such as Seaboard Train number 4 which is scheduled 
pass through Colbert nightly at 11:44 p.m. meets that 
schedule constantly within five minutes. 


Train number 30 was delayed at the scene of the 
fatality for one hour before the crew and train were 
released by the Madison County Sheriff's Office. 
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Si teas bemial Fireman, Seaboard Railroad, 
Abb8ville Olina, was contacted at the Abbeville | bo. 


Freight: Yard at 3:00 p.m., Sunday afternoon. As he came 

off the train he had been working on, he was contacted and 
advised of the nature of the contact. He briefly remarked that 

he was on his way home and had nothing to talk about, and went 
into the railroad shack to check in. When he came back out, 

he was contacted again, and it was explained that his cooperation 


would be of assistance and rend about 10 minutes of his time 
needed. 


then said he did not understand why it Jen 
was so important to contact him on a Sunday regarding something 
that was two weeks old. He added that he already furnished 
a full statement regarding everything he knew to the railroad 
officials, and had no intention of furnishing the same 
information again, when he was tired. So 


} Gc... 
=P stated flatly he was not furnishing anything 

at the time, and might be willing to discuss the matter in 

several days when he had the time. 


At this point the interview was terminated. 
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Engineer, Seaboard Railroad, Abbeville, 

South Carolina, was contacted at the Abbeville Freight Yard 
at 3:00 p.m., Sunday afternoon. After he came off the 
train he was noted going into the trainmen's shack to check 
in, and about five minutes later came out. At this time, 
he was contacted, and the nature of the contact being explained 
to him, he became very angry and said he had furnished a 
complete and detailed statement to the railroad authorities, 
and did not have to furnish anything further. It was explained 
that his cooperation for about five to ten minutes would be 
most helpful, to which he remarked, "I don't care about 
those burr heads over there or what happens to them, and 


furthermore I do not intend being intimidated by Kennedy 's 
Gestapo.“ 


a was told that it was regretted that he 
felt this- way, and that such talk was unnecessary and 
ridiculous. At this point, the interview was terminated 


because of the obvious intense feeling of WR vegerding 
racial matters. 
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ba a cccineael Claim Agent, Seaboard Railroad, 
_ Greenwood, G , advised the following: 
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5 t of July 6, 1964, he was contacted ~~ 
ty Agen regarding the death of one BENNY Lo 
JOHNSON rt, ceorgia, as a result of being hit Ce 


- by a Seaboard Freight Train, which_later was identified 

as Freight #30. He stated he and arrived on the 

scene about 1:00 a.m., questioned members of the train crew 
who had any specific knowledce of the accident. He said that 
in questioning the engineer and fireman, he ascertair.ed that 
the victim was lying on one track wkich they refer to as 

the east track but according to true direction is the north 


‘track. The point made was that only a por‘Sion of both 


legs were on the track, the rest of the body which was lying 
dcwn was outside of the track, ani one arm apparently flung 
over the rail as if it was holding on to the rail. He said 
that he got the impression that the victim had been sitting 
on the rail with his back to the outside. While in this 
positicn ha fell back, ard in going dcwn grabbed for the rail 
with one hard and held on, staying ir. a prone rosition. This 
*Oul1i accour.t for both legs slung over the rails and inside 
tre rail. 


He said that he then ccnducted an investigatio~. into 
#2e “ackgrouni cf victim. He noted thaf : 
“0 che Depot Agent, (First Name Ur who told hiz. 

‘at a Negre rale by the r.ame of who lives atout 
threa- -fcurts cf a miles up the trac : 5 og ho 
antident hed tola him that next mcrning that BENNY. JOHNSON a: 
iad been by his place at about 6: 00° p.m., and had been’ 

Crinkine. Abcut 8:30 p.m. he came by again and this tim: he 
w2s noted to te crinking heavily, and was in bad condition. 

ve r.cted that m:: him that if he interviewed about 
this he would probably tell him nothing. 


He said that he spent a good deal cf time with *he 
fatily of the deceased, and aithough they were ail of the 
same Opinion that the victim was not a trouble maker, he was a 
heavy drinker. He roted that during tke investigation he heard 
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a rumor that the night of the accident someone heard several 

shots fired in that vicinity, suggesting the victim might 

have been shot and placed on the tracks after he was 

dead. He noted that if this was the case the railroad 

would not be liable and wuld not pay any claim. He said he 

worked one full day trying to track down the rumor. He 

said he never did locate anyone who heard th It was 
hearsay information. He recalls that a or said 

he heard what sounded like shots, but wa f that Lb ! 
was what they were or what time he heard them. Most people = 
who had heard of the rumor of shots could not say when 


the shots were heard. During this investigation he never 
once heard anyone suggest that victim had come to death 


any other way tha being hit by the train. He never heard 
the ngme of ee up, except as having 
employed vic Owing him as BLISS SWIFT. 

He noted that victim's family explained that 
victim's parents died when he was young, and he was raised 
by a family named SWIFT, and sometimes victim went by that 
name. He noted that a check of the local Police Department 
records indicates victim to be a drinker. He said that he 
finally ruled out the shooting angle and was of the strong 
opinion that victim was drunk that evening, sat on the 
tracks, passed out while there, and was alive when hit 
by the train. He said no autopsy was performed. It was on 
this investigation that he had a claim paid to victin's 
family. He said if he even suspected there was a chance 
of foul play he would not have paid the clain. 
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He further noted that he viewed the naked body of 
the victim at the undertakers. He said he noted that both legs 
amputeted about 6° below the knees. He viewed the body with : 
care for bullet holes or bullet wounds but could see none. 
He said that although the body was badly mangled it was still 
easy to see that there were no bullet wounds. 
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* He also noted that one of the locai policemen by <--> 
the name of BILLY SMITH, said that around the time of the  ° 
accident he saw one of the trainmen running around the 
Police Department, and he was in the car. The man came to him 
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and told him of the accident, and it is believed that SMITH 


was at the scene, but never once indicated to him there was 
foul play in the matter. | 


He noted that he submitted a complete report to the 


General Claims Attorney of the Seaboard Railroad in 
Richmond, Virginia. 
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July 23, 1964 


= was " an " sachiah bie 7 - = of > 


talked at length about the Bible and } A 
‘how religious he t maintained that he knew nothing 


concerning or the circumstances surrounding 
the death o 


WEB «t= tec that so long as people did not harm 
him personally, he considered them to be fine individuals. $2 


After stating the above, ie did not care 
to furnish any information whatsoever. 
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oven was interviewed in connection with the  . of © : 
She stated that to her knowledge BENNY had never 


been sick or under the care of a doctor. Further, to her L 
knowledge, he had no heart trouble. | 7a 


JOHNSON worked rE as a field hand 
and was so employed on the day o Ss de - She stated 
that to the best of her knowledge he never walked the railroad 


tracks but used th ay in his travels from his residence L 
to the home o ig 


wa hat JOHNSON ond had become 
,very close she, had moved into her present home 


‘and that he saw her oiten. 


July 23, 1964 


On the day following the night of JOHNSON's death, 
CD «203 down the tracks to the scene of the incident. bo 
e observed little blood along the tracks and the road 
bed, however, she did notice BENNY's shorts and a piece of his 
shirt and a portion of one pants leg, which were all along the 
side of the tracks on the northern side. 


further stated that her daughter TN, 
, Same address, advised her that on the evening of 
uly 6, 1964, sometime between the hours of 10:00 and 11:00 rh 


she heard three shots. tated these shots appeared 7 
to have come from the g cinity of the location where c 
JOHNSON's body was found on the tracks. | 


ewer: made note of the fact that her home 
is about uar a mile from the spot where the body 


was struck. L 2c 
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July 23, 1964 


was interviewed in connectior 4: bre 
~ JOHNSON . - 
She stated that on the day after JOHNSON's death, ~ 
July 7, 1964, she had goge to the scene of the incident. 
She stated that she did not find any spots of blood along the 
tracks, although she did see her brother's shorts, a piece of 
his shirt, and a portion of one pant@leg along the north side 
of cae tracks. There was no blood on this clothing. 


that JOHNSON "should not have been 
at JOHNSON told her a week before 


death that had told him to stay away from b2 — 
| t around there any more, 


on the Friday after JOHNSON's 


dea d her in the presence 


- of in a restaurant 
‘ in 


. —" 
white man that plows cotton for 
*stated this whi e by her home and told ° 
come with hin. — did not know this man‘s name but he 
lived in Oglethorpe Uounty. 
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regarding the Geatn Of HENNY JOHNSON. 


| GHD stat0 that BENNY "Bliss Swift" JOHNSON 
was at he me twice on the evening of July 6, 1964, in that 


he came to her house at about 6:00 PM and stayed until first 

dark. At that time he left vi th aD a Negro male 

from Colbert, Georgia. He returned . about 10:30 PM with A" 2? 
another Negro male. brought _ ie 


2 tne puse where he, pi .up Ss mother, 
and they le mmediately thereafter. 
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On the second occasion, JOHYSON did nec tay long 
and left after stating that he was going home. - advised 
that he left alone and was walking and that he had not complained 
of any illness, st@emed to be feeling well, and although 
drinking she did not consider him drunk. 7 

; N 


| CD curtner stated that as not familiar 
with any stances where had mistreated any 


Negroes. 


Gs ::: been livi2 er present home since ye yo 
May, 1964, and stated that had never been 


to her house. 
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Dace of BENNY JOHNSON, was reinterviewed 
, in conn on with the death of BENNY JOHNSON. e 
is convers tween herself 
: , ond aa which took place at a restaurart 
: n ens. This conversation regarded the fact that BENNY 
JOHNSON had not walked home up by the white 29. __ 
man who plows cotton ' __—_ 


WD : she had not told of the ‘above incident 
during the previous interview due to the number of visitors 
that were present at her home at that time. ok 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) _ N10) +tblon) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
: , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


> 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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1 
: Ee City Clerk and Depot Agent, Colbert, 
Madigon County, rgia, furnished the following information: | 


; | il saic that in his personal opirion BEN JOHNSON, 
also known SWIFT, a Negro, was killed before he was 
placed on the Seaboard Railroad tracks and ran over by a train 

at about 11:20 p.m., on July 6, 1964, 62 


said he has no proof to support his cpinioa 
Put knows that several reliable people in the community heard 
three shots shortly before the train killed JOHNSON, 


, the Seaboard Claims Agent, a 
uth Carolina, accompanied by 


also of Greenwood, conducted the railroad b>. 
investigation. 


light-colored 
was driving 


ba 
further stated that in his cpinicr, the Negro 

undertaking firm ir Athens would have obviously noted any 

bullet holes in this man's body. However, he said ne was of the 
ovinion that this undertaker would not advise the Sheriff had he 

found bullet holes. He added that in his opinion this Negro 

undartaker knew that if he caused difficulty or extra work for 

tae Madison County authorities, he would not be called in 


future deaths and that all he was interested in was the undertaker 
fee, 


b2 
C3: that JOHNSON's sister, eee ™ 
of Colbort, d $500 and burial expenses in settieneat of 


this claim. L 
Pe 


Continuing, a said in the Fall of 1962, a locai 
Negra samed FELIX Wit was found on the rail-oad ~ossing 
39a~ tho intersoction of State 72 and 172 in Madison County, east 


of Colbert. A train had run‘ over WINGFIELD and this was termed an 
accidental death. said theore was considerable sposulati: 


- oT: ~—eewe Se Ol 


a biue 1960 Chovrolet,. 
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and rumor in the community to the effect WINGFIELD was killed 


and plisced on the railroad track He ad he had Leard 
taat an insurance agent named of Commerce, 
Georgia, who represents Cotto s insurance mpany, had 


remarked WINGFIELD was killed before he was placed on the b7e 
tracks. He added he has no proof of this statement and dvés 
net recall the source of same, 


ct added the Coroner's examination of both 
WIMiFIE SON was a very casual cursory type of bre 
¢xeaminantica and in neither case was an Scagncteed Imor a real 
examination conducted, 


: He ssid in both instances Sheriff DEWEY SEAGRAYES 
-oundinved no investigation as far as he knows. 
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July 18, 1964 


JOHNSON, July 6, 1964. stated he is employed E 

at Mack and Payne Funera me, 185 West Washington Street, {= 
Athens, Georgia, as an embalmer. He further states that in 

this capacity he prepared the body of BENNY JOHNSON for burial. 

He states that he examined the body carefully, and there were 

no bullet wounds in the torso. Examination for bullet wounds 

in the head was inconclusive due to the mangled condition. 


7 was interviewed at his place of employment, Mack and 
y neral Home, in eatin. the death of BENNY 


stated he did not believe JOHNSON was drunk OP, 
at the time of his death, inasmuch as he could not smell 
any alcohol about the body. 


. stated there was a normal amount of drainage 

in the body and that he considered this unusual inasmuch as 
both legs were severed and, in his opinion, the body should have 
bled profusely at the scene of the accident. He further states 
JOHNSON's appearance was such that he does not believe he 
suffered a heart attack as heart attack victims usually have 6% _ 
swelling about the face and legs and discolorations in these 

. areas. In this instance none of these symptoms were present. 
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a interviewed in connection with the 
death of . » He denied any knowledge of ‘ 
picking BENNY JOHNSON up on the evening of July 6, 1964. be 
At the outset of the interview he denied working that day, 

but when confronted with the fact that several people had 


stated he was on the job that day, he reluctantly admitted 
it. 


At this point GB stated he would not. answer 4 7c 
any further questions an ereupon walked into his house.- 
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On July 25, 1964, Dr. LARRY HOWARD, Georgia- - 

Bureau of Investigation, Atlanta, Georgia, furnished 
Assistant Special Agent in Charge EUGENE J. STEWART 
-the results of autopsy performed July 24, 1964, on the 
body of BENNY JOHNSON. JOHNSON is a deceased Negro 
allegedly killed by a railroad train on the night of b2< 
July 6, 1964, and w last seen alive in the 
vicinity of the cn EE Dr. HOWARD stated 
that X-ray of the ncluding the head of JOHNSON, 
disclosed no foreign objects. Injuries on the body were « 
described as being of the impact type that could be 

" associated with the train striking JOHNSON. He noted 

, &@ thrombosis condition and stated that JOHNSON could have 
had a heart attack. There was evidence of a pneumonia 
condition which is subject to further tests. It was 
noted there was considerable internal damage again of 
an impact type and deceased JOHNSON had partaken of a 
very recent barbecue as revealed by the contents of 
the stomach. In summary, Dr. HOWARD stated his 
examination could not support any conclusion other than that 
based on the above comments. 
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_F Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


(4) Deleted under exemption(s) (2) + GHD) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


[J Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
oy as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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On July 11, 1964, while at } 
searcl:, 1% was noted by Special icent Aiaiiiim, b%e 
that one individual in the crowd of spe rs made _« 
the remark that "it's too bad I did not get the other 


nigger". At this time, another spectator, wearing a 
green uniform with the name “Guest™ sewn in over the 
right breast, came up to the first individual, 
whispered something in his ear, and they both left 


in a 1964 black Fastback Ford, license number: 
B4-J-B49. 


Also noted at this crime scene was gnother 
individual who seemed to enjoy events of the preceding 
evening; and also made wisecracks to the same effect. 
This individual was driving a late model Dodge station 
wagon bearing 1964 Alabama license 32-4402. 
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: The f ing investigation was conducted by Special L 
Agen x + 7 
On July 15, 196: ee Agent, Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation, Athens; a, advised that 1964 L ens 
dan eaniael 


Georgia License 84 J 849 is issued to Carlton, 
Georgia, for a 1962 Ford Two-Door Sedan, cation 
NO. 2063x163481. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA C. 


DALLAS MOBLEY: . 


AT MADISON COUNTY, GEORGIA 


es Comer, Georgia, on July L 
18, 1964, advised he has no son living here and khows of no 7s 


person named GUEST in this community. He said he had not gor 
to the scene of the shooting incident and knew of no person in 


the community one to the scene on the afternoon of 
Julyll, 1964. identified himself as a retired farmer 


and said he co no information in this matter. 


* 


ie said this son was 
now 2 tree trimmer in Atlanta. said he had no infor- 
mation of value and on the afternoon of July 11, 1964, he had 
passed on State Road 172 and saw the Sheriff and some men working 
on the side of the road. He did not stop. 
‘be 


ee eee was located on State Road 172 and 
interviewed in Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) Car 

52 on July 18, 1964, by SA C. DALLAS MOBLEY and 

GBI. He said he works for G and W Tree Service, 

is presently working on a job at Ft. McPherson, Atlanta. 
he did not have a work suit with the name GUEST on it. 


Gp: .: that on the afternoon cf Julyll, 1964, he 
was in Danielsvyilie, Georgia,-and went by the jail and looked 
at the car that had been shot up. He said he did not go down by 
Broad River Bridge on the day 6f July ii, 1964. said that 
he lives at Meadow Church and on the night cf Jul¥ iV and worn) ns 
of July 11, he was at home. 


-lanta, an 
He said 
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= Said that he has a distant cousin who is a 
mechanic named HERBERT GUEST and who runs a garage in Athens 


Georgia. Also, that he had a distant cousin naned Cs 
who lifed in the Peola Section of this County and e 
Elberton, Georgia. He said that (a wore a‘shirt with 
his name on it. ‘ 


‘urnished the following informatbn. 


Elberton, Georgia, and wh n s wife's Car, 
a Black Ferd, two-door, 1964 Georgia Tag 84-J-849, he 
Had passed the Rroad River Bridge on State 172 and on the $2 
Elbert County side of the Bridge he noticed Sheriff SEACRAVES 
and other officers working on the side of the road with plaster. 
Ke said he was wearing his work clothes which amnsisted <«f a ten «r 
brown shirt and pants furnished him by ORKIN, his employer, at 
Elberton. He said that the name CUEST was sewn ento his right 
pocket, but the word ORKIN had been removed. He said he was 
bareheaded and his brother wore a light striped shirt ani dark 
trousers. Also, that he recalis seeing a tall skinny man in 
the crowd with a big hat ¢hat was in a car with an Alabama tag. 


WR +: he stopped for only a few minutes aud had 
asked the erirtf what had happened and was told a Negro man 

had been killed near here. He said this was his first knowledge 

of this shooting incident. $9 


Cs :.:: that on 
— accompan y his brother, 


be: 
De 


y < . 4 
of hy, v..¢ ; ' 
thas ‘ rf, : 
. 


GR :2:: he remenibered seeing SA C. DALLAS MOBLEY 274 
a tall gray—headec officer in civilian clcthes working with some 


tire prints and plaster at this point of the road. lso, that 
he recalls seeing one oth¥r man he knows whe is 
of Bowman, Georgia, who was wearing a suit of 1li coveralls. 


He said this is about 30 years old and works in one cf the 
granite sheds berton, Georgia. | b9 ox. 
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Gam: that the folks watching this scene vere L 
local as iar as he knew. He said he did not hear any person Fe 


present make any remark about getting the other two Negro men 
riding with the deceased victin. 


said he could furnish no further information %7e 
of value. 


Also, the shirt he was then wearing was the same one 
he had on on July 11, 1964. 
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_was interviewed at his residence by ‘4,9 
SA C. DALLAS MOBLEY anc of the Georgia _ 
Bureau .of. Investigation, . at wht n- time. he furnished the follow- 
ing information: eae : : tet 


said that late on the afternoon of Saturday, 
July 11, 1 e had stopped on Roail 172 in Elbert County, 
at a scene where officers were making plaster casts of tire bo 
impressions on a sawmill road. Cc 


said that after stopping he had learred that a 
Negro man been killed earlisr that day near the Broad 
- River Bridge. He said that he had stopped more or less out of 
‘curiosity since. he had never seen officers making plaster casts 
before, and he remained in this spot for some 20 or 30 minutes 
watching this procedure. 


GR identifies himself as an automobile 

me chanic , t to the best of his recollection, thee were 

five or six people in the crowd, all of whom were local and all 

of whom appeared to be spec&ators. He said that his brother-in- 
there, as. well as the latter's 


who works for Orkin Exterminating 
b2 


s¥2 ’- > ; te - calls seeing enema of 
Hartwell, anc of Bowman, GeQrgia. He said 


that 28 &@ Dig BAC armer and businessman who 


wore & S=t e hat and who had a “big mouth." He said that 
to the best of his knowledge was laughing and 
gaking with others in the c and made a remark to the effect 


that the Governor had said he would not sleep until-.the crime 


was solved, ami said that the Governor would never get any more .. 
sleep. — 


nw parted Xn! 
ha ee : 


~ 


4. “ee 2. J ,* 
py Pos s+ y ¥ ¢ oF. . "< 
freA! MAE p48 oe ‘ 9 » .: 


_ 
G _ 
‘ —- : 
. ow . 


A 


| 
i 
x 
a 
% 


. 4 * a . 
*" " Choe a> ‘ 
2F FRY 


- * _* 
wee - > 
. . v> a.) mt s b 
. a eee ee ore ’ 
.. 7 Md ’ ‘os t* a*i ° 
. Re fet bis pS 


_ File # = 157-788 | 


Date dictated ___ 1729/64 


ety This document contains neither aiarniiaienniaeie nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
; Your egeacy; & end its contents ere not to be distributed outside your agency. 


mig py 


> oF ‘2° -’ “~ - 
ga Beene ne cep fA © 

<i -, <* ge ~~ fw “a.)> - t . 
“ a" 8 og + P ws Be i ee . - = “ 


> ~* - «> er —e— eae , ere 


. 


“ ; 
ee ee oe hs 4 
Sita 


- 
aos 
J > 
; 
*,* 
e y *« 
A 
> + 
_ “. 
; ° 
aS 
~ Sd 
~ ‘es 
> we 
7 « ; 
"+ 
Ly, 
_* 
- 
i 
« 
» 
. < 
+, 
a 
ie 
= K: 
tte 
wt 
ae 1) 
I te 
— 
‘+ 


ee 
‘nia * 
wg” 


‘ 


“~ 
i" 


4? 


rey ~ “T+ p> 
peed py 


. ; . ae” 
Bd PEE re Pe 


? _ 

ia 

~< of hy Ci’. , A bom 
a 


- 
; 
- Z 
: ——- 
Pao *) 


me: 


. — “4 
+ a:35 
~ “i 
a | HAs . 


sis 
oe 
Ra: 


’ 
-~ 
_~ 


Te nt eo | . : ‘ a! Ke ii Aye 9 ’ y e ws. wins, > + 
Sdarpake a mA PN A i See ats | — Me OARS: Ss 


“AD 257-788 


2. 


said that he paid no particular attention to 
this remark, since is a joker and a big talker. 
He said that while the scene, he heard someone in 
the crowd make the remark to the effect that it was"too bad L 
they had not killed the other two Negroes®™ or a remark to tie oe 
effect it w nder they had not killed the other two 
Negroes. eS said that he had not heard any person in 
the. crowd say ould have killed the other two®™ and he is 
of the’ opinion .that the as to the other two men might 
have been made ty ee 


Wn ==: that he attached no significance to any- 
thing thav. aid by or anyone else in the crowd 


“and added that he had n e of this killing and knew of 472 _ 


no one in the Bowman Community capable of committing this crime. 
He advised that he was at home all Aight long on Friday, July 
10-11, 1964, and had only learned of this killing after he had 


stopped on 172 and watched the officers working with plaster 
casts. 
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where he is — and furnished ne 
On 3 


} = said that he spent Friday night, July 10-11, 
1964, at his home in Elberton and at sometime araind noon he 


P ter 
had gone over to Madison County, Georgia, to . home. 


QR said that he had not heard of the deat 
Negro man on Highwa til he and his prother, Siar 
accompanied by had stopped alongside oi where 
a group of officers were making plaster casts late Saturday 


afternoon on July 11, 1964. 


: ae... that to the best of his recollection, DI 
Sheriff SEAGRAVES of Madison County, had told them that 
a Negro man hal been shot earlier that day near Broad River 
Bridge, and that theiinvestigating officers were then in the 


process of making plaster casts of tire impressions. ‘ a 


said that he stood alongside of 172 in Elbert 
County at s.scme for some 30 or 40 minutes, watching the 
ee and GBI etennene in the process of making plaster 
casts. 
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He said there were several people ete. all of 
whom appeared to be local, and he recalls that ware was some 


ee a 


said that he recalls an older man wearing a be 
big brimme standing in the crowd and laughing about a 
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” statement made by the Governor of Georgia to the e t the 


he would not sleep until the crime was solved. said to b /{an 
the best of his recollection, this older man ig-brimmed 

hat had made a crack that the Governor would never get any 

more SI0SP« : 


said that someone in the erent unknown to hin, 
had made k to the effect that it was a by, onder they 
had not icilied the other two," or a remark to the effect that 
“they should have killed the other two.* 


ere that he was not certain of the exact b ? a 
remark } that it referred to the killing of the other 
two men in the car. He stated he was certain that no man in 
the crowd had made a statement to the effect that 7 should 


have killed the other two." 


— that he paid no messentin attention to boc 
these rema made by the crowd, since in his —— it was 
made as.a joking matter. 


said that he had no personal knowledge of what 
had happened in this killing incident, and has heard nothing b 
through rumor or talk that would be of value in this 2— 
investigation. He added that he knew of no person in Madison 


~ * @r Elbert County. who would commit a crime of this type. 
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oe investigation was conducted by SA 
On July 16, 1964, 
Fayette, Alabama, advised tha O 
to him and he could locate no recor n s files for hin; 


however, he would make inquiry to identify this: individual. 


On July 17, 1964, the following investigation 
was conducted at Fayette, Alabama: 


Te Clerk, Probate ree Mag Office, Lo 
Fayette County, advised from her recor that a 
b 


-4402 was issued to 
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15, 1964. “ane stated that he also reg 
Chevrolet, MN 11169A106871, the same day and was furnished 
1964 Alabama license 32-4403. She stated that 
as unknown to her. | 
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Saal Circuit Court, Fayette, -~ 
advised that he oe aT and he appeared to 
be a very pleasant type - He said he did not 
have any type of criminal record in his files. He stated 
he had been living in Fayette, Alabama for approximately bo 
the past year and a half, and he had been employed by a 
timber company as e said that he had re- 
cently moved to » in Winston County. 

ent mailing address 


Police Department, advised +? 
nm unable to obtain any information con- cc 
and he did not possess any information 
s current address. 


family had moved t 


tely two weeks ago. 
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[FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIC@P ON 


Dete __ July 18. 1964 


inne Powester, sennenee 


River .uip “md Paps ompan\ : snnessee, who 2. 
refides a — 


furnished the 1rollowing ormation: 


t the residence of his father, 
Bowman, Georgia. He stated 
: 4, he, his father and Me 

his brother, drove to the vicinity 7 ee 
of Colbert, ve miles from Bowman, 
after learning a Negro Officer had been shot earlier 
on the morning of July 11, 1964. On arrival ata 
point abo -half mile from place shooting ai teeed) y 
occurred, AD observed agents he thought were with 
the Georgia reau of Investigation taking plaster of 
paris casts of car tracks they evidently thought had 
been made by person responsible for the crime. He 
also observed other individuals from the community 


whose faces he recognized but whose names or addresses 
he did not know. 


He advised that he had spent the er, Al of 


He advised he heard no one make the remark to 
the effect, "It's too bad I didn't get the other nigger." 
He reported the people there, not a large group while 
he was present, made comments about the incident; however, 
he said he did not recall any specific remarks made by 
them. He recalled that his father jokingly remarked to 
one of the State Investigators present that the Governor 
of Georgia had indicated he would not sleep until the crime 
had been solved. His father added also in jest that the 
Governor might go some time without sleep. 


While in this area, perhaps five minutes, 
e —_ said he now recalled having observed no one L 
wearing cover-all type clothing and did not see Fi 
anyone present with the word "Guest" sewn over such 
clothing. He stated, however, there were numerous people 
residing near Bowman and Colbert, Georgia, communities 
named GUEST. He said he did not recall having seen anyone 
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by that name at this scene. Before leaving the area, | 
he observed what appeared to be an investigator take 


hi e tag number, and sa ected that he 
might be contacted. advised he did 
9) Ow any information which e helpful in * 


identifying the perpetrators of this crime, stating ee 
though he would be glad to be of any service he could ~— 
to the FBI in connection with their investigation. 


He explained that his brother, —- 
—_— resides and works at Clinton, South Carolina, 
r e Catabah Timber Company or the Bowater Paper 
Company with headquarters at Calhoun, Tennesseé. He 
did not know his brother's specific address, but rf 
stated his name was in the telephone directory at 


Clinton. 
GA .-.- his description as follows: 


Name 

Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 
Complexion 
Build 

Father 
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Brother 


Employment 


' Address 


Wife 

Children 

Previous 
Employment 
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Arrests 
Automobile 


Non@ 


1963 Plymouth station wagon 
bearing 1964 Alabama tag 
32-4402 
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eeeanenmnmeameaall Bowman, Elbert county’” 
Georgia, was rviewed at the latter's residerme the L 
Community by SA C. DALLAS MOBLEY and 2c 
of the Georgia Bureau.of THPSSSAGAS eed 


et ———/? said that he is a dairy farmer and pulp- 
wood operator and resided in this community which is not too 
far from Broad River, his entire. Lifetime. 


eee =: that on July 11, 1964, he had i 

heard w » Georgia, some unidentified person 
telling about the shooting of a Negro man at Broad River 
Bridge. He saidthat this informatidn had shocked him as 
nothing like this had ever happened in-this end of Elbert 

- County, to his knowledge. He sais that later during the 

. afternoon of Saturday, July.11, 1964, he had driven down 
toward Broad River Bridge on 72 and when he reached a point 
on the north side of the bridge at an old logging road, he 
stopped where officers were making plaster casts of tire im- 
pressims. He said this spot is located on property which is 
under his control and supervision as a part of his tree- 
farming operation. He said the land is actually owned by 
British newsprint interests. 


——e said that there were several people bo 
present, ail o om appeared to be local people who were . <tl 
curiosity seekers. He said that he remained at this spot for 
several minutes talking with the spectators. He said that he 
recalls definitely making a remark to the effect that the 
Governor had said m the radio that he na be able to 

sleep until this murderer was caught. said he had 
laughingly or jokingly said that the Governor would never get 

any sleep since he realized how hard it would be to solve 

this crime. 


> said that he, himself, made no remark @& be 
reference to the ling or death of the other two Negro men 
and said he recalls someone in ths crowd, unimown to him, had 
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made a statament to the effect that “it was a wonder they 
had nt killed the other two Negroes." He could n& recall 
the exact wording of this remark but he. was certain that 
no person in the crowd had made ahy statement to the 
effect that “I should have killed the other two." ‘ 


eseeemnnle that he, himself, as'a farmer | 
and businessman, 68 considerable respect for the Negro _ 
race amd his nearest neighbor is a Negro farmer who is his 

close friend and who borrows money and material fran hin. 

He said that there is no hatred toward the Negro race in 

his community and he knew of no white man who would be 

capable of committing a crime cf this type. He said that 

this section of Elbert County where he resides had never 
experienced anything like this killing in the past, and 

remarked that it had shocked the entire community. 
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ade 


. Colbert ceorgia, was inter- 
cv ; 


Sa, 


“ould nd state whether he was a meuber cf the 
Ku Klux and would not give his whereabamts on July 10- 
11,.1964. He stated that he learned about the death of a 
person he now knows to be Col. PENN during the morning of 
July 11, 1964, at the time he went to a clothes-cleaning 
establishment in Colbert, Georgia. He stated he was not 
involved in the shooting of PENN and had no knowledge concern- 
ing this matter. He stated that he works the day shift at 
the Westinghouse plant in Athens, Georgia, and has been so 
employed for the past six years in the shipping department. 


ae «:: shown a group of 28 photographs, including ~ 
the photograph of GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER, JAMES LACKEY, JOSEPH 
HOWARD SIMS, HERBERT GUEST, CECIL. MYERS, DOUGLA ,» -DENVER 
PHILLIPS, PAUL STRICKLAND and THOMAS FOLENDORE, picked out 
the photograph of STRICKLAND and stated this pe ooked 
liks someone he previously kmew from the Colbert ares. He 
picks ous cne photograph of HERBERT GUEST, stating that this 

2>50n, Wi name is unknown to him, resembled a meshanic in 
Athens. stated that he would not positively identity any 
person w > photograph he saw among the group if they wezs 
members of the Klan. He stated this in seaponse to a direct 
question concerning this. 
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He stated that he would not state whether or nt he 
was & member of the Klan and added that he did not lixe people 
wr:o talked about their activities. He did state that he was 
a member of the VFW and DAV. He stated that there were sone 
organizatio people may belong to that they wceuld not Cc 
valk about. stated that he did not know if a Klaverm 
existed in » Georgia, or not. He stated he would not 
ate to the question as to whether or not he was @ member of 
he Klan. 


| GR ous not state his whereabouts on the evening of 
August 1, 
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Ae The following —ooaag tim was obtained through 
observation and interview " a 


Name 

Date of birth 
Sex 

Race 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 
Complexim 
Marital status 
Present wife 
Children 
Education 
Military service 
Arrests: 


Residence 


Employment 
Automobile 
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> interviewed by SA 

gia Bureau of Irve sation Ages 

was advised by a of his right 

an fore making any s ment, and that 

any statement ke made could be used against him in a court of 

law. No threats, promises, or duress were made to him, He 
He voluatafily furnished the following.information; ~. ~~ 

SO we Vaual tas eg gh eee ae as ere 


‘.’. 


> e- 7 - «oem ew@4ee 


; ie — stated that he left home on Tuesday, 
July 7, 1964, an not return heme until Sunday, July 12,- 
1964. He stated that during this period, he spent most of 
his time with a lady friend, who lives on State Highway 72, 
between t and Athens, approximately five miles from 
Colbert. declined to furnish the name of this woman 
in view of s already strained relationship with his wife, 
but stated that he was at this- woman's house the entire 
evening and morning of July 10-11, 1964. He stated should 
it become necessary to prove his wkereabouts he would at 
that time give the identity of this woman. 
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was interviewed on July 


+. 29, 1964, Lt. JAMES C. CARNES SDI 
% ‘drasmich as her should be considered . L 
‘ a suspect in the killing A. PENN since, i 


he did r.ct show up for work on " Suly 11, 1964, and is alleged 
to be extreme in his hatred for Negroes. 


Bo 
ns, Georgia, working in t ¥ 


10, 1964,. and came to the residence about ll: 00 a 


. J» 
«>. or 12:00 p.m. that evening. She advised that he did not work 


on Saturday morning, July 11, 1964, and did not know whether 
he was supposed to work on that day or nov. 


According ee he remained at the 
resider.ce until about 9:3 . turday morning when he 
went to Bowman, Georgia, tc get a hair cut and when he 


evurned, he told her about a Negro having been shot at the 
Bread River Bridge in Madison County. 


~~") 
. C 
31 ; = 
& 4s 


he 
"> a" 
v . 
— 
o-* 
2 
—% 
* 
~~“ 
ae 
. 

- - 
f.- 
: < 
e’* 


. Yes 


i, * 
’ 


«*4¢,42 , 7: 
: . «ec 


- 


a 


ae 


v4 


= 


o @ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


} 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) _(b)Q)e@) Hb) l 2Xd) with no segregable 
material available for release to you. : 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
pif -AETIB—- / Sfp. ya¥s- 125/ 


- -- ~~ —~ < <= 
T= 


04 


_FB-868 Mev. 1-85-66) @ * epee BUREAU OF INVES £°: i@ 


, 


Dete _ 8/5/64 


ie 


| ba aac Colbert, eatin was inter- 
viewed a 8 residence. 


oe 

d n& state whether he was a meuber of the 
Ku Klux and would not give his whereabaits on July 10- 
11,.1964. He stated that he learned about the death of a 
person he now knows to be Col. PENN during the morning of 
July 11, 1964, at the time he went to a clothes-cleaning 
establishment in Colbert, Georgia. He stated he was not 
involved in the shooting of PENN and had no knowledge concern- 
ing this matter. He stated that he works the day shift at_ 
the Westinghouse plant in Athens, Georgia, and has been so 
employed for the past six years in the shipping department. 


Me ae «:: shown a group of 28 photographs, including — reg 
the photo of GEORGE HAMPTON TURNER, JAMES LACKEY, JOSEPH 
HOWARD SIMS, HERBERT GUEST, CECIL.MYERS, DOUGLA » DENVER 
PHILLIPS, PAUL STRICKLAND and THOMAS FOLENDORE, picked out 
the photograph of STRICKLAND and stated this pe ooked 
liks someone he previously knew from the Colbert ares. Hs 
picksd ous the photograph of HERSERT GUEST, stating that this 
person, woos= name is unknown to him, resembled a resranic in 
Athens. stated that he would not positively ijentity any 
person w > photograph he saw among the group if they wezs 
members of the Klan. He stated this in response to a diyect 
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question concerning this. 


He stated that he would not state whether or nc - ho 
was a member of the Klan and added that he did not lie psople 
wero talked about their activities. He did state that fe was 
a member of the VFW and DAV. He stated that there were sone 
organizatio people may belong to that they would nov 
talk about. stated that he did not know if a Klavern 
existed in At! , Georgia, or not. He stated he would not 
mp to the question as to whether or not he was é member of 

2 Klan. 


GR ous not state his wnereabouts on the evening of 
August 1, 


bre 
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The following descriptim was obtained throu 
observation and interview: -~< 


Name 

Date of birth 
Sex 

Race 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 
Complexim 
Marital status 
Present wife 
Children 
Education 
Military service 
Arresevs: 
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Residence 


Employment 
Automobile 
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On July 24, 1964, was : 
interviewed at his home on the Colbe Danielsville Road, 
Colbert, Georgia, by SA ompanied by 

Bureau of Investigation Agen Lo 
stated he is eighteen years old and employed at —- = 
Time Corporation in Danielsville, Ga, He stated 
on the evening of July 10, 1964, he got home at approximately 
we: from work and left thereafter with some friends. - 
stated he cannot recall his exact activities for that 
» but in all probability visited his girlfriend's 
home, but that in any instance, he is quite positive he was 
home prior to midnight. He stated he did not thereafter 
leaye his home until after ——— the following 
morning, July ll, 1964. 


ie SOIL SANE 
7 * "2 ‘+ : ; , ,*,. a *. 


a esd OH 
$e at 


advised he could furnish no infcormation as 
to the identity of individuals respensible for the shooting 
of Lieutenant Colonel LEMUEL A, PENN in Madison County, 
Georgia, on July ll, 1964. 
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a 21, of Colbert, Georgia was 
ew y Georg ureau of Investigation Ace 
and Feijeral Bureau of Invesiigation Special Agen \ 
Ge MOBLEY, and he furnished the following information: ©7 


c BB eco recsos-cP that approximately ore year ago, he 
was in ‘ ia, ami passed a grocery store where 
* several Negroes were picketing. He said thay as he passed 


wae the Negrces pointed a finger at him, at which time he, 
toa jumped out of the car and destroyed the picket's 
osver,. . 


) b2._ 
—_ said he was fined in the Athens Recorder's 
Court for DN. cident. ; | 


Concerning activities in the Colber+ ares, Cs 
said that the Veterans Club, .locatei on the west side o | ‘p 
Colte>t, usually xzis all night on Friday sights and real b7. =<% 
late on Saturtay nights. He said he is reasonably certain 2 


_this club-.was ope: practically all xighkt of July 10 and th:e 
morning of July 11, 1964. He statei he kai heard the club re- 


main 62 .uatil evous 4:30am. on July 11, 1964. Alsvo, that 
60n of is ti.e operator of the club and 


Wo2Xs at. 1ock factory in Athens and may re side 
vhens.— . 


barra g EEE that. he iad left the Veterans Club 

before re nignt of July 10, ard had gone hom . 

early a1asmcn as he is married and his wife will rot let hin 
ae late at night. 


GED «ene: that the investigation in this 
co-“.ty : ach of tre Negro Army officer has shaken 


up and disvurved tke bootleg and wiiskey industry. He remarkel 
that many cf tu.e "joints" are closing up real early and the 

Lcutleggsers are ligvor people were cf the opinion that Revenue 
Agents | were assisting in this invesvigation. 


b2e 
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A anced stated that he did not k:ow of any i:i- bo 

vidual in Georgia, who would have followed the 
victim's car on tke n nights of July 11, 1964, nor has he 

heard any remark or statement indicating ary local resi- - 


Gent might be involved or have knowledge of this crime. 
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stated that in his opinion, the 
capable of committing this crime. 
escribed the bays as being -yyoung ard reckless. 
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31, 1964 


4. 
7 EAU OF INVESTIGATION ¢ 
aa. 


ee: Colbert, Georgia, was reinterviewed 4 fi 
n Co Sn 


and advised that he was unable to develop any further informatio 
of vaiue on the killing of the Negro man at Broad River, Madison 


County, Georgia. ? . al . ; 


| said that he has talked wit l 
since was interviewed by the FBI, and “not "tee 
seem esp y concerned or relieved and had ma no .comment : 


other than to say he had been interviewed and knew nothing about 
the death of Lieutenant Colonel LEMUEL A. PENN. BRE 


while having a reputation 


‘ said that b 
is known as a man who Fe 


in the community for being ro On Negroes, 


would work Negroes on his farm and w at or mistreat 
them unles "sot out of place.” said that he 
has keaown for many many years and he is of the personal 
would not go as far as taking a man's lize. 
: a 
6% 


Opinion tha 


He said that to his personal knowledge 
since this investigation started, that there was only one still 
that continued to operate in Madison County. 


a 


On 7/29/64 |, __ Colbert, Georgia File # Atlanta 157-788 


by SA C. DALLAS a /drm me ee 7/31/64 


Re : This document containe neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the 
° operty of the FBI and is loaned to 
.< %) yout egeney; it end ite contents cre not to be distributed outeide your egency. é 
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ae +2: he was not in his place of business 
on the msrnirg o 11, 1964, having gone heme at arcund” 
11:00 F. M. on Friaay night, July 10, i964. He said that none 
of kis emoloyees kai mentioned to him any incident of an 


unusual rature or any suspicious person being at this truck 
stop on Friday night or Saturday, July 11, 1964. 


He said that he knew of no local resident of this 
comrnity that right tre tnyvolved in the shocting incident in 


Madiso.1 County cn duiy 11, 1964, ani knew of no racial incidert 
im tais ccmmanity. 


one cf ris employees is 
wno has reen bad abous drinkine. 


: : orKei for him as vtendant for, 

about one year and that prior chersto, aM lived in this 

e-~eral community and omce lived in Flor -. He said that 
wan: bee: on a drunk and had become ill and was placed in 
~as mart Gou-47 Hospital early in July. Ee said he perscnalcy 
knew tna ll 2. released from the hospital on the morning 


of July 1 » whict. w % Saturday. He said that to-. 
the best cf his knowledge has not been involved in any 
raciai matters in Georgia ewhere., 


said that on the nigh® of July li, 1964, 


es on dusty all night stop were 
f RFD, Reystcn, and awe os. h 
Sh work a twslive-hour s-retc rom 0:CO P. M. to U7 q_ 


4 


He irientified his other exployess as GED 22 
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Dete __ July 17, 3364 


i 


le Clerk, Hart County dospital, 
said that Tt! al rec ct ae 


sutpoena, reflect that 

wae admitted here on Ju ; » and le 

on July 11, 1964, at 9:00 A. M. She said he was confined 

as a medical patient during this period and could not Lb 
have left the hospital until released on July ll, 1904, —— 


at 9:00 A. M. 
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SPITS Dote dictated 7/13/64 
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FD-262 (Rev. 1-88-00) Dean BUREAU OF vest 


: beeen employed at the Goldmine Truck Stop 
in Hart County on U. S. 29 near Royston, Georgia, farnished 
the following information: 


said that he worked from 12:00 midnight 2, _ 
on Jul 12:00 noon on July 11, 1964, and 
that another employee, was on duty part | 
of this s o. the best of his recollection. : 


He said that he saw no suspicious person at 
this business during this period and nothing happened here 
that would cause him to be suspicious... ‘He said he had 
never heard anyone talking about racial trouble of any type 
in this community other than general’ conversation, and he 
knew of no racial incidents in this community or county. 


was not around 
3 DU 28S during the period o S work on July 10 
and July 11, 1964. 


Oa .7/13/64 __ at _Royston, Georgia File #_AT 157-788 
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(AM everAL Bureau oF wovesrcl 
Dete July 17, 1964  _ 
i 
employee of the Goldmine Truck Stop on 


i 29 in Hart County, near Royston, Georgia, furnished ® 
the following information: , Te re 


said that he worked on Friday night, July 19, 
1964, and left tefore’midnight. He said he did not recall 
seeing any suspicious person in this place of business. He 
said that nothing had happened here of a suspicious nature 
that would cause him to believe any of their customers’ or 


local residents had been involved in the shooting in Madison 
County. 


He said that i 22 just been released | bo Fe 
from the Hart Hospital and was not here at anytime on July 10 Cs 
or July ll, 1964. . 


=. the s in the a a 
of this truck stop were: operator; 


a night waitress; & night waitress; and 52 2 
a eateatie Sister, day waitresses. He said this oR 
reatauran’S runs 24 hours a day. Se" 
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Dete __7/23/ 64 


who ~- 
resides. o . Stale Hipuway OLbe seorgia, 
was interviewed by smpanted by Georgia — - 
- Bureau of Investi ation igen was Bee: 
advised by SA of his rigI © consult an attorney before 
making any sta » and that any statement he made could be 
used against him in a court of law. No threats, promises, 
or duress were made to him. He was also advised against - 


furnishing false information. He voluntarily furnished the 
following information; 


stated that on Friday 
evening, vuly 10, 1964, he left the S. N. BENTON General Merchm dise 
Store in Colbert, Georgia, at approximately 8:30 p.m., and drove 
directiy home in his 1950 Ford. He stated that he had dinner 
and went to bed at approximately 10:00 p.m., and did not arise 
until roxixately 5:20 a.m., the following morning, July 11, 
1964. WD expr ticariy stated he did rot leave his home > 
after returning trem work until the next morzing and that cq 
nothing occurred during the night to awaken him or which would 
appear to be of a suspicious nature. He stated that he left 
his Lome approximately 6:20 a.m., on July 11, 1964, to go 
to work and en route he observed the wreck of the 1959 Chevrolet 
in which Lt. Colcnel PENN had been killed. He stated he stopped 
at the scene of the wreck for approximately 10 minutes, before 
proceeding on to work. He stated that he has. nso knowledge 
of the shooting of Lt. Colonel PENN and has heard nothing since 


that time, which would indicate to him the identity of the person 
or persons involved. 
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, This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your egency; it and ite cvatente cre aot to be distributed outside rape 


,” ytdty ely TE Reet oe: Rar 


0” etre. 8 US one OS “eee ue Pee — 
Ee Se ee ens roxas et Wem epore jens: eee. Soeen eres Ap oe Ree cay: 


» 7 


_s 


AT 157-788 
RLM: sbb 
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‘The following description was obtained from interview 
and observation: , 


Name 

Also known as 

Bora 

Compiexion 9 
Selective L a 


Marital Status 
Wife 

Children 

Additisnal 
arrests 


adeitted: Qi, 
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@: i LDERAL SUREAU OF mvesTiagg 


Dete 


said <aas hav is empioyed by the City 
Lumber Company ip Hartwe ria ni ch whed Ly J, H. 


WRIGHT. 
He advised on the evering o y 10, 1964, he returned hoze 


from work at approximately 6:00 p.m; and did‘ not léave his | 
home until sometime the next morning, July 11, 1964, 


He stated that he has no knowledge cf 
ne incidents causing the death cf Lt. Colonel PENN nor has 
he heard anything which weculd indicate to him the identity 
of the person or perscns involved and aside from those persons 
mentioned abcve, could suggest no one who could have possibly 
been in the vicinity at the time of the shooting. Ly, — 


denied having any criminal reccrd aside 
from minor traffic viciations, 


—— 
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©: ECDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGgs-© 


7D-362 (er. 1-85-60) 


1 


vomer, Georgia, was interviewed by 5 3 
| Bureau of Tavestigation awent.... 

was advised by SA of his ~ 
rigt to consult an attorney. before making any statemeat | b il 
and that any statement he' made could be used against him ina .- 
court of law. No threats, promises cr duress were made to hin. 
Ke ag cg ae furnished ‘the : ae. — sae 


stated he is employed as a carpenter’ 
for r, Georgia, and on the evening cf‘ July 10, 
1964, re ned home from work at approximately 5:00 p.m., and 


did not’ leave his home until approximately 6:15 a.m., on bo 
July 11, 1964, : = 


> a Peek? oe 8 


File #_ Atlanta 157-788 . 
Bete Geseted _._. 1c 


Thie document semtiien neither cnenieiundeabons nor conclusions of the FBI. It ts the property of the FBI end is loaned to 


1/22/64 Comer, Georgia — 


<2 3 yi aoe egency; it end ite contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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7 On July 23, 1964, 
Colbert, Georgia, was interviewed by. Agent 


Gsé au of Investigation, and Spec 
.He was interviewed at Compton-Shivar 
wr ompany, 660 West Broad Street, Athens, 


Georgia, selenbane 8-7291, and furnished the a 
information: 


“cs the VFW" ohn sy at Colbert’ baer mopped 
evening of July 11, 1964, "He believed that they got there 


. at the club at about 1:00 a, m.,but only stayed 15 to 20 

‘minutes. They abserved about six to eight persons in the 

club, most.of whom’were playing cards.. He was unable to bo 
identify any other persons in the club, statirgthat he had 


paid no prytecaects a attenti actually was there, 
but he did that was tending bar that 
evening. cia e went straight home 


after leav Club and went right to bed, placing 


the time at shank 1:45 to 2:00 ofc to his 
visit to the VFW Club, he = eae had 
stayed several hours at the Huff. top.on Route 78 
in Oglethorpe County, Georgia... | 


H& stated that he does not have a shotgun and 
never carries a gidearm. He claimed that he knows of no 
one who carries a shotgun in his car amd has never seen 
anyone with a ghotgun in the car, with the exception ao the 
hunting weapon. He had no idea of who could have bean 
responsible for the murder of pictim PENN. and claimed to 
have absolutely no knowledge whatsoever of this murder. 


He was further questioned as to whekher he was 
acquainted with HERBERT GUEST, HOWARD SIMS and dher 
suspects in this case and claimed that he did not know them 
well. He said he does casusiby:i khow GUEST and‘SIMS, but 
never, heard of PAUL STRICKLAND, CECIL MYERS or any of the 
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other suspects in this case. He stated that he has never 
geep GUEST or SIMS at the VFW Club, .and does not recall 
ever having seen them hanging around ra Georgia, at 
any time in the past. 
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Dete July 25, 1964 


» State Route 172, 
. Colbert, Georgis erviewed in the presence 


WHR was advisea vy sa ———— he did ha 
not have to make a statement, that any. statement he made could 
be used against him in a court of law and that he had the right 


to consult an attorney prior to making a statement. 


GEER states that on the evening of July 10, 1964, he 
went to bed. about dark and did not arise until after daylight b2 
on July ll, ke R... stated that during the tht no one Cc 
to his knowledge opped at 


and’ he heard nothing 
° neg > night to arouse any Suspicion. He stated that he 
has no knowledge whatsoever of the events causing the death of 
Lt. Col. LEMUEL A.PENN and nothing has come to his attention 
Since that time which would indicate to him the identity of 
the person or persons involved. 
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The following background and physical description was 
obtained through interview and observation: 


Name 

Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Height 

Weight 

Build 
Complexion 
Hair 

Eyes 
Relatives: 
Wife 

Children 


Brother 
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3 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES FION 


Dete July 27, 1964 


Route 1, was int in connection with 


the death .of vi A. PENN. was immediately 
advised by SA that he. not have to make a 
. statement, tha 8 ement made by him could be used against 


him in a court of law, and that he had the right to counsel 
‘before making any statement. No threats, promises, or duress 
were used to induce him to make a statement. 


CE «2 «<: he could not offer any help in | 

this matter. e exhibited no willingness to cooperate in any- 
way and seemed to find very much amusement in the fact he was 
being interviewed by the FBI. 
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Dete July 27, 1964 


. orgia, Pricr tx interviow (ED was advised by REE 
Cae i. he didmt have to a statement, that any stavenent” Ae 
e by him could be used against him in a court of law, and that 

he had a right to consult an attorney prior to making any s:atement. 


: b7 
; a: then questioned concerning his whereabouts 
at the time of the killing of Ps sage tone Colcnel LEMUEL A. PENN. 
stated that on ' =f pibert, Gecrgia, 
with his giri frierd D] be Georgia. 


bI 
stated that he has no knowledge cf the perscn or 
pezeons responsible fcr the killing of Lieutenant Colonel LEWUEL A, 


PENN and has heard rothing since his return to indicate to him 
their possible identity. 


The f-llowing background descriptive information was 
cbtained through interview and observation: 

Nare 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth bIc 

Height | 

Weight 

Build 


+. 
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Complexion 
Hair 

Eyes 

Scars and Marks 


Marital Status 


Prior Military Service 


Relatives: 


Father 
Mother 
Brothers 


Emp lovment 


Previous Arrests 
Admitted: 
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Date August 6, 1964 


Colbert, 3 
Georgia, wale? , me in Colbert, Georgia | Dfc_ 
"and furnished the Felioeiie | information: 


She stated that she left home on July 9, 1964, : 
sometime between 4 p.m. and dark, together with her Gaetetend. 
in he 957 wr i black Pontiac enroute 


. : or 1a -« 


bee 


She stated that she has no knowledge of the events 
causing the death of Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN and has heard 
‘nothing since her return from Florida which would indicate 
to her the identity or identities of persons involved. 
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Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[-] For your information: 


(%) The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


YY 2573-184 D> 129F- J/B/2 


With respect to tne activity of 
during the pertinent period, she e 
following information: 57, 
On Friday, July 19, 1964, she and her husbend 


and small scn arrived at the washerette at Lavon Snopvping 
Centex at Laurens, South Csrolina, about 6:35C P. M. It 
‘toox her approximately 3C minutes to wash their clothes, 
during which period her husband and son went to a nearby 
os store in the shopping center and looked at magazines. 

ereafter, the three drove to Carolina Drive-In, where they 
bought food. From Caroiina Drive-in they went dirsctiy 
to the Capitol Theater in Laurens, arriving there about 
a $30 or 8:00 P. M. At the Capitol Theater they saw 

Tarzan show". They went to this pariicvlar show moini; b2, 
Rin their small boy was interestedc in sceing it. 

recalled that her son was somewhat confused alou 

e€ picture, inasmuch as the feature wes showing at the 
time they went in the theater. They got out of the theater 
abuut 9:30 or 10:CO PP. M., and thereafter drove cirec ly 
home, a distance of 12 milei:. 


ixrsisted that her husband was witn 


her at the residence durin .re night. The next bo i, 
morning, July 11, 1964, ieft the resicence 
about 6:00 A. M., to ge @ neardDy corn patch to pull 


scme corn, at whicn time she recealied that toth ner husband 
and son were still in ‘ed. 
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ad was unable to recall the identity of 
any person she saw in Laurens on Friday nignt at the 
washerette, the drive-in or the theater. 


naintained that she had never heard 
her hmsband express a dislike for Negroes. On a number 
of occasions she had heard him mention that he was in 
the Navy, where he slept and ate with them constantly, and 


Ww ised that he did not find them objectionable. 
Ce :: the owner of a Browning shot eg which 
takes in. his car with hin. 


maintained that she had never seen 
her husband resort to violence of any sort. b Ic 
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.. AT 157-788 
CD¥ ssbb 
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> 2, 1964, Georgia Bureau of I=vestigatior 
Agent and Federal Burea; vestigation Agent 
C. DALLAS interviowed 2< i des 


On Juiy 22, 1964, I 3 For on 


at bis reside:-s by GBI or and FBI Azsent 
C. DAL.AS MOPLEY, at which time ke advised taat he Imad nw 


intoranution corcerning this kiiling, but that an FBI Agent 
had ta-ked to him earlier. 


Also present at AP ous. was 
acvisec that he had net been interviewed ani knew ro< 
abozt the kiliing 


It was observed tho 43 29 or 22 years 
old and Las a very broad grin s ciean-ctt iockizxg. bA_ 


vis Paes Saas ese Bee peer. 
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material available for release to you. 
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Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 
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Fei/ooJ 


Le 


was. inter- 
viewed by Agent au of 
Investigation, and he furnished | > 
the following informat . act: — 


Concerr.ing his whereabouts on July 11, 1964, 
laimed that he went to visit his girl friend as New 
» -aeorgia, ani that he got back home about midnighs. 
He claimed that he went directly to bed after returning 
fmm New City. claimed tha he never frequents the 
VFW Clu? or tt.o Hvore .of WILBUR GOSS in Colbert and has no 


knowledge of any kind relative to the killing of victim 
PENN. 


He claimed that he has never been a membersof the 
KKKK and has never beer asked to join. He claimed that he 
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does not knaw amy KKKK members and did not mention any of 
the Athers, Georgia, suspects as a cqua intances. 


He stated that he does not have a shotgun or a 
pistol, and kncws of no one who carries a weapon in his 


car. 
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Colbert, Georgia, was 
Georgia Bureau of L o § 
and. he furnished 


stated that he neve’ carries a shotgun 
with him al any t did admit having a 12-gauge 
shotgun af his rome keh he uses orly for hunting purposes. 
disclatmeid’ any kncwledge whavsoever cf the murder b 2c_ 
ctim PENN a::1 claimed he knew of no other persons who 
carried shotguns in their cars. 


; Hs stated ke has never been a KKKK member ani ii not 
_ now any KKKK members. He claimed he knows. very few Ath ens, 
Georgia, resider.ts ani did not mention the names of the 

Athens suspects as acquaintances of his. 
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He claimed that he is not a member of the KKKK 
and has never teen asked to join the Klan. He furthe.. 
Claimed that he is not acquainted with any Klan members. 


2. 


stated that he drives a 1954 blue fair- 
door Ford bearing 1964 Georgia licens b aT 
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Bure an of Investiga on. 
information: 


He stated thd he has never frequented the VFw 


Cizd at Cclbars, Cecrgia, or the establishment of WILSUR 
GCSS on Route 172 cutside Colbert. 


He svated thay he does not own a weapon of any 
kind and does r.st know axyone who Crives with a sno sgun cr 
peeses in his car. He has never tesn a mexver of the KéFK, 
has never been asked to join, and knows no members of tne 
Elan. 


Ile €2a not meusicon the namcs of the Athens, Gsorgia, 
suspects as teirg acquatzvances of his. 


Concerning his whereaborts on ated il, 1964, = 


ad 


ayo 


rt" 


Bi ead Sot AAR 
, als he & . 


at ‘. ai 
: feeths ae 


MD: 7 ee, 


> > 
re 

~ 
> 
ar 

: 
»: 
~ 
>. 
a 


se 
PD. 2 
o,,¢ Ps 
oe © 


- a 


*Ne.t 
- 1 * Ar 
=) 


ry o- 4, ae ees 4 7, we ASS wn, | Sie ~~ 4 ~< ~ ’ . 
Rs ae ee SS pen “ah 
+ - a8 » “+ Saat a 25 sie af Sonitere eed s aneaerewperbanees a XPT Pk 


A 


= 


. & lage 
= ba cs 


stated that he had visited his girl friend, a sesaaaaamnilll 
at Elberton, Georgia, and they had gone to a .drive- 

that evening. He dropped his girl off at her residence at 
around 11:30 to. 12:00 and drove straight home about 1:45 


to 1:00 a.m. After arriving.home he went directly to bed. 


He added that he has absolutely no knowledge whatsoever of 
the murder of victim PENN, 
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| Colbert, georg: War 
interviewed by: Bnd 
on Augut 3, 1964, he follo ° on: 
o> 


state $s was nome by abouv ysVUL 
'. pom. on the evenirg of July 10, 1964, and went directly to 
ed and did rot get up the rexs day uutil about 7:00 a.m. : 
had no knowledge concterning the murder of LEMUEL A. 
and could furnish the name of no one wh he belisved 
might be involved in the killing. 


has never been a memse> the KEKK anid \ Fis - 
has never been.asked to joi- rther does. r.0t know 
any memiezs of the KKEK. stated the, he did 0% own 
any guns and knows no.ons who.carries a shotgun in his car. 
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following interview was conducted ky SA —_ en 
emi Lt. JAMES E, CARNES, Georgia Bureau 
ve on : 


<- a  . 1, Colbert, siceiite. ¥5.8 
zviewed a Te ce, at which time he was advise~ by SA 
hat he had a right to consult an attoxrney before making 
any Svatement and that any statement he might make could te used 
against him in a court of law. He was advised tmt no threats 


2 & 
or promises would be made to him to induce hin to give a sigred — & 
statemert. ey 


At this tin furnished the following information 
which he declinsd to rporate into a signed statement: 


CP eevices that on Friday night, duly 10, throum a 
Saturday July ll, he was at his residence, Route 1, b7-_ y . 
Colbert, with his wife and children. He denied any personal knox- 
ledge of the shooting of Lt. Col.’ LEMJEL A,PENN in Madison County 
and first learned of the shooting incident Satumiay morning over 
the radio. 
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Oa 7/20/64 _,, Colbert, Gecrgia File #___ AT 157-788 


special Agent Si <> Tees 


Date dictated 


This document containe aciiher recommendations nut conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
, eur egeacy; & end Ke contents cre not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Route 1, - 
interviewe res y ial Agent 
FBI, and Lt. JAMES CARNES, Georgia Bureau of Inves Or, 


at which time she was advised she had a ri onsult a2 


attorney before making a statement by SA She was b 
advised that any statement she may make can be used against oe 
her in a court of law. She was further advised no threats 

or promises were being made to her to induce her to give a. 
statomert. She voluntarily furnished the following information, 
which she declined to incorporate in a signed statexent: 


Ss Gvise h n Friday night, July 10, 1964, her 
husband, was at home with her and the family 
and remsined at home wa ng television until they retir:2 


approximately 11:00 p.m. . She advised that Semen 
remained at the residence until approximato : eMe, CD 


July 11, 1964, at which time he left the residence and went Lb? 
down to Colbert, Georgia, and scon after, returned to the oo 
PESLCSUCEs 
> oa 

continued by stating that sne knav 

reshAjty ctnter=ang the shcoting of Lt. Colenei PENN cr tne 
morrirg cf Jaly 11, 1964, and was sure her husband had ro 
infsxcmation pertaining to this incidext. be 
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. July 24, i964 
i Date 


Commerce, 
Georgia, telephone was located at Hess Oil and ore: 
Chemical Corporation, I-85, Spartanburg, South 


Carolina. 


ae stated that, according to his time book, 
ir on the job at Charleston, South Carolina, 
on y 10 and 11, 1964. On July 10th, he worked in the 
warehouse area in the morning and then worked for six hours 
on the welding payroll. On July llth, he worked on the 


welding payroll for 114 hours. 


GED stated that ad been staying at the 
Charleston Heights Motel, Charleston, South Carolina, and 


was there during the night of July 10-11, 1964, as well as 
the night of July 11-12. 
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The following investigation was conc : 
in con n with 
who was reported to have been in the 
area o e shooting on Georgia Highway 172 on the 


night of Ju morning of July 11, 1964, 
by SA 

ae Comer, 
Georgia, advised that he had taken his 1953 white 


ver blue Buick sedan with 1964 Geor license 
Cae his son's, » who re- 
es south of the int on o orgia 172 and 


Georgia 98 at about 5:00 p.m. on Friday, June 10, 
1964, He left this residence, and when he returned 
his automobile was missing. He reported it to the 
sheriff of Madison County, Georgia. About an hour 
later, around 6:00 p.m., he located his automobile 
in a ditch approximately two miles north of Bridge 
on Route 172 going into Elbert County. 


He advised that CD returned to 
his residence and spent th g and early morning 
there. According 4 cassie on the morning of 
July 11, 1964, he ha a neighbor, Jy 
to take a tractor and pull the automobile out o e 
ditch. 
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ae Comer, Georgia, was 
interviewed on Ju , and furnished substantially } 7, 
the same information as furnished 


Comer, Georgia, ad- 
vised on P . 959 white two-door 
Biscayne Chevrolet bearing 1964 Georgia license 
registered in the name of his wife, 


GD «200 that he knew of no enemies or any 
persons who would have any grudge or ill-feeling toward 


him that might have mistaken the car driven by Lieutenant 
Colonel PENN for his automobile on July 11, 1964. 


According = he was home early in the 
evening and remained at home and was never out late at 


night or early morning. 
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' «5 Jeeated on 2 
a" , : ne follo 
| ’ presence of GBI ‘hoon 


WA 2:22 that on the late afternoon of 
July 10, l s father, a — L. 
his automobile, a 1953 Buic *é. 


home. - The entire family left in another a os 
approximately 3:30 p.m., and upon returning at 7:30 p.m. 
discovered that this automobile had been stolen. Because - 


of previous incidents he believed the car to have been 
stolen b and notified the 
local she the vehicle and the 


driver, 


tated that between 10:00 and 11:00 
PM, returned to his home and told him 
that he ha aken the car and wrecked it on Route 172, 


North of the Broad River. This point is a short distance 
from the scene o e shooting of Lieutenant Colonel 
ENN. stated that at the time o 

re > entire household was still awake, 
a aat shortly_afte return they all retired for 
the night, with remaining the entire night‘ 
in: his home, until appr ely 7:30 a.m. the next - 
morning. GOREN further advised that subsequently mS 
this auto Wa from the ditch where it had 


been wrecked by a ves in the vicinity, 
with his farm trac stated that 


he wa3 asleep at the time of Lieutenant 
Colonel PENN took place, and heard nothing during the 
night to arouse his suspicions, 
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following investigation was conducted by SA 
and GBI Agent n July 16, b Fe: 
| connection with a ge ne od inguiry in 


the vicinity of the shooting of Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN: 


egg | investigation in the Colbert-Danielsville 
area on July 16, 1964, the following vehicle registered to 
the person indicated was observed at the following location: | 


1964 Georgia license Gi 1955 Ford, white 
dan stered t 2 a 


O 
Athens, observed 
6n Route 


re) 
at approximate 


734 
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Dete __suly 22, 19€+ 


| | Route 1, Ceclber 
hMmorgta cated on State Highway 172, b2 Cc 
» was re 


=C © following iniormation: . 


Me oht' 

CE «atc that on ernocn of 
Friday, July 10, 1964, his fathe arrived 
at his home about the middle cf the e¢rnoon driving 


‘his ; blu2 Buick. This car was parked 
tn ths pack c home and ee 
tcgethe? wb nis father, wife and c ren, 


sit; aG approximatel :30 p.m. to visit a relative 
“he entire family . 
“reveled tc rin | automobile, L 
& 1952 greer. Chevrolet. stated that they me. 
rsturned home at approximately 5:30 p.m. the same after- 
reoon and discovered that his father's autcmobile was 
eause of previous incidents with 
they immediately suspected 
vak=. dfather's autcmebile. 
nel stated that they immediately started searching fer 
wwe Car and were told a short tims latsr by a nsighbbo~ 
thas had taken the car. 
SUAS t a* this time he notified Shsriff SEAGRAVES 


ee ee 


$7 pir up Cy for stealing the autcmobile. 
stats av ir searching f«r his rather's eutce 
o ié& 


: dad making the telephcne céli to the Sheriff, thay 
~stucned home at approximately 8:00 p.m. 


shen stated thas at approximately 103 2% 
it came to his home, agGaasmaaniod by 


Svauvsa that 
as that tims told him that he had been 
dounk during the afterncon, had taken his grandfather's | & 
autoncbile and had wrecked it on Route 172, North cf ths 7a 
Bev.ac River Bridge. According to stated et 
that he was subsequently picked up DY one 
whio took him to and from there was 
brought to ome by 


/ ; eer ane Q 
7/18/64 " Colbert, Georgia rine 8 Atlanta 157-7532 
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2 
stated that after arriving at his ——— EEE L 
remained the entire night and did not depart his home 7 


until approximately 7:30 a.m. the next morning. He stz<e 
that at that time the ne g he too 
to the home of wor y 
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Dete __ July 22, 1964 


1 


maa Georgia, furnished ” alah ae... be % 


: WHE states that con the afternoon of F 4a 
eg 10, » he went to 


7d tccok from behind ome the automsSile 
etdeatad to his grazdiavtne a 1953 Buick. 
He steted that this took place as wu 700 p.m. and that he Lb 
was irtoxicated at the time. He stated he drove this car ee 
=7rth on State Route 172 and a shcrt distance after crossing 
the Broad River Bridge ran this car into a ditch sometime 
between 6:00 and 7:00 p.m. He stated he was unable to get the 
car out of the ditch and abandoned the car approximately tx 
miies north of the Brosd He Stated that ke then 


home at approximately 
and stayed the entire night with hin. 


Stated that he has no knowledge concerning 
the ircidents causing the death of Lt. Col. PENN. 


The follcwing descripticn of — was obtain-d. D%_ 
through observation and interview: 


Name 


Date of Birth 

Height dc 
Weight 

Hair 


On 7718/64 ., Comer, Georgia File # Atlanta 157-788 
SA and @&BI 


Age sevg 7/18/64 bre 
by : Date dictated 
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Eyes 

Build 
Characteristics 
Scars and marks 


Arrests Admitted 


¢tated that he had no kzovlejge cf y 6% 
ilisgal liquor activity being carried on in the area in 
stich he lives ard further stated that he himself had n-ver 
been involved in any such activity. 
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EEE ee 
furnish Ollcwing ormation: 


stated that on the after; 
e drove his 1953 Buick to 
home redler: the middle of the 


t he parked his automobile at 
e, together with 


Georgia, to vis 


y- 
stated that they returned at about sun-down and observed 
that his car wus missing. He stated that bec 


e of 
mo cidents he immediately suspected (ills 
of having taken his car. He svate 
-2y ammediately proceeded to look for ar and they > 
fs ently told by a neighbor, Sau CC 
1e ed homes locking for his aut:- 
— at approximately 6: p.m. and immediately went to 
ed. He 


S ed that he did not know what tine 
came to home but that he was ere when 
he awcke e next mo 


ng July ‘11,. 1964. 


be 


File # Atlanta 157-724 


On 7/18/64 ., Colbert, Georgia 
Date dictated Flo L bw 


Ep 
by celt L220 f6 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your egency; it cad its coateate are not to be distributed outside your agency 


eer Re. 
-, Rtg yar Cee a > ee Se Aod oe: 


TSE SS Sie ee PAT RT SESE 2 We Aha STs BO Te 


LF wit wg oe ‘: on Pye oo ae eo eas ee — ee : 
MIRO iL gS be PK Nig MIG BE GRE SOOT Eres 


OO anc oS: e- ee , ; 
OE SE awe a baa 
. 


PO-008 (Rev. 1-88-00) @everar sureau oF vests WO 


(2) 
dete __JUly 21, 1964 


I coer, coorgis, bon 
- furnished the following information: . 


CED «+2103 that 

and that on Friday, July 10, 196%) n 
that day at approximately 4:30 PM. He stated t a 

time he oo walking down the road away from his L Ie 
house going in e rection of Route 172. CE «00 
that shortly after this he went fishing and n out -all 


night, not, returning until after daylight on Saturday, July ll. 
stated that he cannot say frcem his own knowledge 


spent the night at his home or not 
y his wife ha did not 
stay 2 heir home the evening or morning oO uly ll, 1964. 
WHEE coe tner stated that he has no knowledge 
activities the afternoon and evening of July 10, and morning oc 


July 11, 1964, except for what he has been told by <<a 
and 
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Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
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Fe1/003 


was interviewed at his residence ft 
of the GSI and SA C. DALLAS MOBLEY. 


Said that sometime prior to midnight.on Friday, July 10,. 
ami white intoxicated, he was arrested by 


: Georgia. He said that 
ya piace e police car and drove to the Mayor's 
er und while the Chief was inside, talking to the Mayor, 


: he, left the police car and walked out of to a 


tel and telephoned his fathe -in-law to come ¢ im and 
take him home. 
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said that he was not in either Clark or Maiison 
County on Friday, the 10th, or Saturday, the llth, of July, 1904. 
He stated le did né& return tec work at Westi couse until the 
Monday following his arrest Friday night. said he had no 
knowledge of the killing of a Negro man in Madison County and 
said re had only heard of this incident after it was released on 
radio and TV. He said he was not anti-Negro and was not a vio- 


ient man and could only explain his remarks: by saying tha he was 
“dog drunk" when they were made. 


On 1/31/64 __ ot __ Royston, Ga. File #_AT 157-788 


SA C. DALLAS MOBLEY /«rp i ais 7/31/64 
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Date JuLy 22, 1964 


On culy 21, 1964 
Teor ¢ was interviewed at nis place ol business, b? Cc 
He advised as — : 


L__ 
WD advices that he had no _ knowledge of the individual 


r=eponsible for the shocting of the “nigger™ . The “nigger" 


refers to Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN. ' bo 
Se 


Sa s+ 2:2 that he closed his store abcut 7:30 p.m. 
cn July 19, » went home, ate dinner and retired early the 
fame evening. 


«© DIC 


on 1/22/64  , ME ceorgia File # __AT 157-788 


SAs nd bre 
by — h —__—._Date dictated T/e2/64 
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On July 22, 1964, fs 
= 4 Georgia, was reinterviewed sat his place c 9USiness, Ze 


When further questioned concerning his activities cn the 

night of July 10, 1964, he reiterated that he closed his store 
at approximately 7:30 p.m. and went to his residence which is 
locatei approximately three minutes away from the store. He 
recalls rather than retiring for the evening he spent some 
time in the bask of his house picking beans. He advised that 
with him av the time was his wife and daughter. Upon completion 
of the bean picking he, his wife and daughter returned t2 the 
house, watched television and went to bed at approximately 

, ad DM. 


, Ca .: egein questiones concerning his Klar. bie 
rEctivasies at wich time he furnished virtually the same irvor- 
mation as he furmished tre day befcre and advised that he 
cossidsred himsslf a geod Klan member and dces rot believe in 
vioiensce. 


When further questioned concerning the murder of L*. 
Ccl. LEMUEL A. FENN he again reiteratec ke kzew nothing of the 
murder and covid suggest ro one who would be cupable cf ccmmitting 
It is his belief that it was probably people xot 
attached to the Klan and he is sure it was not an organized Flan 
activity. 


When questioned further concernirg the Klan he advised 
that ke has taken a solemn oath not to divulge the names cf 
Kian members or activities of the Klan even if it means defending 
pectoie he considers rot worthy of telongirg to the Klar. 
further si at « at he did try to re weitembers inlo the 


=. "rg ¢ sTe 


He oo) eC at he wae 909 Successful in this endeavor, bae 
ai further advised it is the duty, responsibility and cbligation 


of all Klan members to increase the enrodliment of the Ku 
Vine Fin. : 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


we Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where - 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Xi Deleted under exemption(s) bbw with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


[_] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


= 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon returm of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[-] For your information: 


BZ) ‘The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
dd- 25893- 1&Y >. 1¢3 } 
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SUBJECT: PE N VI Cc 


FILE: //- asG73 


SECTION /¥Y OF _ £2 


THIS SECTION IS COMPRISED OF _745@_ PAGES 
WHICH WERE REVIEWED FOR THIS RELEASE. 


//€_ PAGES ARE AVAILABLE FROM THIS SECTION 
FOR KreLEASE. 


THIS IS ENCLOSURE /¥ OF 245 ENCLOSURE(S) 


NO DUPLICATION FEE 
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FBI 


Date: 8/17/64 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRMAIL 
(Priority) 


SUR Se ae 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-25873) 
FROM: SAC,.ATLANTA (157-788) (P) 
SUBJECT: “ Y PENVIC 
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Re Bureau teletype to Atlanta, 8/14/64, concerning 
dissemination to Solicitor CLETE D. JOHNSON. 


Enclosed herewith aré’ two copies each of the 
following which are being turned over to Solicitor JOHNSON 
at 9:00 a.m., 8/17/64, in accordance with Bureau instructions: 


he (1) Letter to Solicitor JONNSON dated 8/15/64. 
; 


(7 (2) Memorandum to Solicitor JOHNSON to which is attached 
(a) memo (synopsis), (b) table of contents, and 
(c) detailed results oi investigation. 


y The composition of the matter disseminated is in 

f‘accordance with Bureau instructions. For the purpose of 

yf Clarity, the table of contents has been incorporated in the 
memorandum to the Solicitor rather than in the transmittal 
letter to the Solicitor. 
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It has been determined that the sources of 


“* informati n the following pages of the report of 
aan Atlanta, 8/11/64, need not be 
concealed, thereiore, these pages are included in that 


data being disseminated to the Solicitor: 660, 662, 664, 
665, 823, 878. 3 


Review of pages 960-963 in report of SA 
reveals this information should not be disseminated. 
information basically relates to DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS and 
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“hinselt was ‘considered a suspect. The information is general ‘ 
- in nature and not pertinent to prosecution of subjects for - 
“murder. The reference to SIMS in paragraph 2, page 962, is ss ead 
: + incidental and second hand. This information regarding *srus* ame 
it%."is also found elsewhere:.in the dissemination report.7.e7mgseht Sie 


>Therefore, pages 960-963 are e being delete c 
. dipeeatnatien repore-and the report’of SA Information :* 
in | Wee 
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therein will be included in Atlanta file um form. : 

Bureau is requested _ to renumber scparation page which bears 
caption "B,— DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS" to show numbered "959-963" 
‘and guts following on index pages by striking through: : 
ve > ‘Strike>' 960" fwle~* f +4): oe ky 3 se , ee *. 
7 eee 962" “A fay ee 4S, pore 
~. Beside name ¢ strike "961" ate bps: : 
vf Beside name Guest’s Ga f "cs. strike. "9616's; . oar eee 
7. Beside. name strike "961" 2°; 7e 

‘y - Beside name PHILLIPS, UENVI uLIS, strike "962"."" ~~ 

SIMS, JOSEPH HOWARD, strike "962" Big. OA 


Beside name it 


bey ae, © ' Aperopristt changes made ‘in USA and G-2. ‘copies™ ae 
2 rand Atlanta: copies corrected, on , 2s te hs ase a 
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nh 
' Bureau will note. that sagee! 477 and 478 of a. & "ft : 
dissemination reprt reveal results of interview with subject . 
LACKEY on 8/13/64 and 8/14/64. This information is es 


to pr ut was not available for inclusion in report 
of 5A 2 17764. 2 are dae ae ee 


An index of the dissemination report is being ¥ 
prepared and wees be furnished the Bureau and Solicitor oe 
a beens hdl gh gee ware : e*s. . 
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Fa, “ Report of Sh RBs vents, 8/11/64, ‘being. 
*! reviewed and informatio ga g any local, state, and —~ 
: Federal violations “not within jurisdiction - ‘of ‘the -FBI here. 

:, be disseminated. An goer gence: with Bureau instructions. es 
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Information concerning use of polygraph during 

course of this investigation is being furnished orally to. 

3 _ §olicitor. JOHNSON so that he will be aware of such use in ~*. 
‘2 Y.5 ythe event, it becomes pertinent to the murder eeergs 2, 
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Following the preparation of this airtel, an effort 
was made to deliver the material to Solicitor JOHNSON at. 
the opening of business, 8/17/64. It was learned that 
Solicitor JOHNSON was in Atl&nta, Georgia. Efforts are 
. being made to locate Solicitor JOHNSON so that the. tear asd 
-may be delivered to him as soon as possible. 
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@.... STATES DEPARTMENT sUSTICE -~ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Post Office Box 1683 
Atianta, Georgia 30301 
“August 15, 1964 


Honorable Clete D. Johnson 
Soliciter General 
Northern Judicial Cirouit 
Royston, Georgia 


Dear Bir; 
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Reference is made to the letter directed to you 
on August 11, 1964, by Assistant Attorney General Burke 
Marshall of the United States pepartaeat of Justice. . 

| Enclosed herevith ere the results of FBI. XM. 
investigation for official use by you in connection with 
the prosecution of Herbert Guest, Joseph lioward Siss, _.. 
James Spergon Lackey, and Cecil William Myers, for the 
murder of Lieutenaat Colonel Lenuel A. Penn, July ill, 

1964, in Madison County, Georgia. 


You will note that the enclosure is arranged 
‘ with a very brief general statemout of some of the 
pertinent facts of the investigation, torether with a 
table of contents relating to the detailed enclosures, | 
which will facilitate reference and ee for the 
pages enclosed. 
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To further aid you in this oy are 
being enclosed a set of pbhotocraphs numbered 1 through 
45. This set of photogrephs is further described in the 
interview report form of Special Agents of the FBI, C. 
Dallas Mobley and Jack B.Simpson, dated July is, 1964, 
which appears in Section IV of the enclosure. Your =~ 
tion is also called to the statemont of James &. Lackey 
dated August 6, 1964, which appears in Section VErI-C oft 
the enclosure which relates to these photographs. 
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Another set of photographs numbered 1 through 
. 12 taken by FBI Special Agent Robert M. Zimmers on 
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July 12, 1964, of the 1959 Chevrolet driven by victia 
Penn is also enclosed. 


Additionally, there is enclosed a set of three 
photographs taken by Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
Agent M. &S. Callaway on July 11, 1964, of victim Penn 
and the 1959 Chevrolet. 


Your attention is directed to tho fact that at 
the time Special Agents Arthur 8. Hamilton and/or Willian 
J. Watry appear in answer to a subpoena in this case, 


they will produce the following physical evidence obtained 
from Herbert Guest on July 29, 1964: 
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New Ithaca 12-gauge double-barreled 


saved-off shotgun with pistol type grip, 
Serial Nusber 24266; 


Remington 12-gauge double-barreled 
saved-off shotgun with pistol type grip, 
Serial Number 57015. 


en Le sited Special b2 << 
Agent be produce borer oe the 
following weapo untarily turned over to then ad Deaver ee 


Willis Phillips en July 29, 1964: 
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Stevens 12-gauge double-barreled shotgun, 
Serial Number A13917, with barrels saved off — 
at end of foregrip and biazed back on, 


The enclosures are furnished to you solely for 
your official use in connection with the prosecution of 
Lackey, Myers, Sims and Guest, who have been charged with 
the murder of Lieutenant Coloncl Lemuocl A. Penn. This 
document contains neither recommondations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are aot to be distri- 
buted eutside your agency. — . 
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Very truly yours, 


JOSEPH K. PONDER ~~ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATTN: ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 


1° > FROM: AC, ATLANTA (157-788) 
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ReBuairtel 7-17-64 and myairtel to Bureau, 
8-12-64 ° 


: The statistical data requested in reBuairtel 
showing cumulative totals up through close of business 
8-15-64 is set forth below: 
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(1) Man Hours — 
Special Agents Clerical 


Regular Overtime Toial Regular Overtime 
Hours Hours Hours Hours Hours 


Atlanta - 
. Cumulative 7183 6906 14089 3279 1662 
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(2) Total Mileage 
Atlanta - Cumulative 52162 
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“. PENN THAT UPOM INTERVIEW AUGUST BIGHTEENTH MRS . “LACKEY. 

STATED SHE HAD BEEN TREATED WITH QUOTE KINDNESS a> 

CONSIDERATION UNQUOTE UPON HER PRIOR INTERVIEW BY FBI AGENTS 

AND THAT BHE BECAME ILL AFTER THE INTERVIEW BECAUSE OF WC 


THAT HER HUSEAMD MIGHT BE INVOLVED IN THE CASE. . 
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Dear Mir. Holder: 
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Your Ictter of Auzust iCin was most consicerate, 
and I want to thant: you for your mtgrost oni ior your kKiad 
remarls concerning the work of the FLI. ik iz veaosuring 
to know that we have your approval and wu3,:9rt, anu i hope 


our future endcavors will coutinuc to merit your confi¢eace. 
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Vita respset to Four sezs¢ bweloni, 23 you I.now, 
fssistint Director Joconh J. c S232 was in #taCRs "as my 
persor2l represent tive Gurins t'sS wuCc cus ciul investizatics 
ofthe Fern setiics. Crivr to his rctura t> “astiagton, Inc. 
Casser erpresccd tice anpreciction of the ai to the law 
eniorcoment cisicials ef the area for thcir cooperation with 
us. Liowever, it was gcod of you to ist inc m:ve the beneiit 


of your thins. and 4 am grateful for your thou;ttiulness. 
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1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Casper 
“y 1 - Mr. Morrell 


i $ ty pai nde tei Sbye’ Baa Sell alk St a ae a 


es did not 


NOTE: Mr. Holder is on the Special Correspondents’ List. Te a of ne 


“== cooperation extended.the FBI by Messrs. Huff, Hardy and Seagra 
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LAST LINE, THIRD PARAGRAPH, PAGE THREE, STATES QUOTE 
VISITORS TO SIMS AND MYERS WILL BE ABLE TO TALK TO LACKEY AND 
GUEST. END QUOTE. BY RETURN TELETYPE ADVISE WHETHER THIS I5 
CORRECT OR WHETHER STATEMENT SHOULD BE TO THE EFFECT THAT 
SUCH VISITORS, WILL NOT BE ABLE TO TALK TO LACKEY AND GUEST. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 
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TE: a. 14, 1964 (a > 
Mohr . 
De Loach 

Evans 

Belmont 

Rosen 

Malley 
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Martindale 
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Mr, Belmont [ 
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SUBJECT: HERBERT GUEST, ET AL 
LEMUEL A; PENN, ET AL - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
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It is noted that local murder charges against <. 
four subjects arrested by the FBI will be presented to a / 
grand jury 8/24/64, Clete D, Johnson, Solicitor General, Gj - 
Northern Judicial Circuit, Royston, Georgia, has exchanged 
correspondence with the Department and has been advised by 
the Department that pertinent results of our investigation 
will be made available to him... 
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The complete report of our investigation (1360 
pages) has been reviewed and the Atlanta Office has sub- 
mitted recommendations as to those portions of the report 
which will be useful to the state and which can properly 
be turned over. Atlanta has also prepared a letter of 
transmittal and a synopsis of the information being dis- 
seminated, 
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The recommendations and material submitted by 
Atlanta have been studied and compared against the are. 
and appear to be sound after certain minor changes are __ 


made, MCT- 30 Ufi/ es * si : v1: PY i 


Attached is a copy of the prdjkkes dl cover le on or — 
to be used in transmitting the information to Clet ROOSAE 1964 
It points out that the material is furnished for o ia 
use, describes the material being furnished, and ennloses 
a synopsis of the information, A copy of the Synopsis is 
also attached herewith. rey 112) 
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Aithougth the Atlanta Office has recommended 
disseminating copies of the letter and its enclosures to 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation, this is not being done 
Since the material is furnished solely for prosecutive 
assistance. The Solicitor General has prosecutive responsi- 
bility and the Department has only authorized dissemination 
to the Solicitor eke” 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
Rez HERBERT GUEST, ET AL 


ACTION: 


Attached for approval is a teletype advising 
Atlanta of the changes which should be made prior to 
dissemination, instructing that the corrected material 
be furnished the Solicitor General no later than beginning 
of business, 8/17/64, and that the Bureau be immediately 
furnished copies of the material actually disseminated. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. & 


Honorable Clete D. Johnson 
Solicitor General 

Northern Judicial Circuit 
Royston, Georgia 


Dear Mr. Johnson: 


- Ol Tht eh Agee. we een at 5 
a ae a° ass , 


Reference is made to the letter dirccted to you on 
August 11, 1964, by Assistant Attorney General Burke Marshall of 
the United States Department of Justice. 


A 


a ae 
’ 
’ 


Enclosed herewith are the results of FBI investigation 
for official use by you in ca@hnection with the gsdsecution of 
Herberf (Guest, Joseph Howard Sjmws, James Spergon Lackey and Cecil 
William Myers for the murder of Lt. Colonel Lemuel A. Penn, 
July 11, 1964, in Madison County, Georgia. 
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You will note that the pares of this enclosure are 
numbered to facilitate reference and accountability. To further 
aid you in review of this mattcr for purposcs of prosecution, the 
results are divided into the following sections: 
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1. Interviews of Lt. Colonel Jolin 
Daniel Howard and Major Charles (Page numbers 
idward Brown, companions of Lt. to be inserted 
Colonel Penn at time of murder by Atlanta) 
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Fost mortem examination 
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Examination of victinis’ car 
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Crime scene search 
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Investigation directed at 
development of witnesses at scene 
of murder 
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Retracing experiences of victims 
from time of attendance at school 
at Ft. Benning, Georgia, to time 
of murder 7/11/64 


Investigation of certain incidents 
allegedly involving subjects and 


their associates } id 2 eal . 
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Honorable Clete D. Johnson 


8. Investigation, Athens, Georgia, 
leading to arrest of Janmcs 
Spergon Lackey, Herbert Guest, 
Joseph Howard Sims and Cecil 
William Myers 


A. Activities, Open House 
Restaurant, 234 West Hancock 
Street, Athens, Georgia 


Activities, Guest Garage, 
425 East Hancock Street, 
Athens, Georgia 


(0 wt eee gery mrs! —_~w 


WAY at f, : y »* + “a a e =. *' : ay s ,, ’ ot . Ay) te — 
‘ss Ss .© 0 ed +) ve ee A o, . : . 


Investigation of James 
Spergon Lackey 
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Investigation, of Herbert 
Guest 


Investigation of Joseph 
Howard Sims 


bs. 
ez 
eo 


el Py 
. A. 
. . 
> «= " 
= > 
ns 
> > 
7 
. * ,* 
= *- 
- — « 
» * 


ar 
Me 


Investigation of Cecil 
William bhiyers 
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Information regarding Federal 
process issued for Lackey, 
Guest, Sims and lhiyers 
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Investigation and results of 
interviews with associates of 
subjects 
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A. Thomas Edward Folendore 
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B. Denver Willis Phillips 
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Paul Thomas Strickland, Jr. 


Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Meyers, aka, Doug Meyers 


George Hampton Turner 


Claude Bennett 
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Honorable Clete D. Johnson 


As a possible aid to you, there is also enclosed a 
very brief gencral statement of sone of the pertinent facts 
of the Investigation contained in the detailed enclosures, 
submitted with this letter. 


The enclosures are furnished to you solely for your 
official use in connection with the prosecution of Lackey, 
Myers, Sims and Guest, who have been charged with the murder 
of Lt. Coloncl Lemuel A. Penn. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 


being loaned to you. Its contents are not to be distributed 
outside of your office. 


Sincerely yours, 


Enclosures 


Lt. Col. (bhuel A. Penn, Lt. Col. John Danicl Howard, 
and Majur Charlos E. Brown, U. S. Army Reserve, all of--—-————— 
Washington, D. C., all Negroes, jointly attended Field Officers 
Refrésher Course No. 3, Ft. Benning, Georgia, from June 28, 1964, 
until July 11, 1964. While still under military orders covering 
their return trip to Washington, D. C., these three officers, 
driving together in a 1959 Chevrolet Biscayne, two door 
sedan, bearing 1964 District of Columbia tag No. 3K117, 
registered to the wife of Major Brown, left Ft. Benning, 

Georgia, at approximately 12:15 a.m., July ll, 1964. 
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Brown drove from Ft. Benning to Athens, Georgia, 
where Penn took over the driving at about 4:30 a.m. All 
officers were wearing civilian clothes except Howard who was 
riding in the back seat and who had on an Army field jacket. 
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Approximately 24 miles from Athens and at a point 
between where Broad River crosses State Highway 172 and the 
intersection of State Highways 172 and 98, near Colbert, 
Madison County, Georgia, at approximately 4:50 a.m., July ll, 
1964, while Penn was driving and the other two dozing, Penn 
was killed by one of two shotgun blasts fired through the left 
front and left rear car windows. 
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Surviving victins of attack, Lt. Col. Howard and 
Major Brown, regained control of the car on Broad River Bridge. 
Howard states he observed in heavy fog, about 25 feet in front 
of victims’ car and driving in the same lane, what appeared 
to be a yellow or cream colored General lbotors make car 
occupied by at least three persons, suddenly pick up speed 
and leave the scene. Surviving victins, realizing Penn had 
been murdered, turned the car around to go in the opposite 
direction from which the assailants’ car had gone, with Brown 
driving toward Colbert, Georgia. They drove west on 172 and, 
at a point where this State Highway deadends into State 72, 
Brown missed a right turn and wrecked the car. 
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A night police officer, Colbert, Georgia, was alerted 
by apassing motorist who came by the scene, ‘ / 


Post mortem examination reveated the presence of pieces 
of lead and cardboard wads which Georgia State Crime Laboratory 
examination determined to be pieces of lead representing ten 
pieces of shot from a 12 gauge shot shell loaded with No, 0 
buckshot and that cardboard wads were like those loaded into 
12 gauge Western Winchester shot shells. 
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An FBI Laboratory examiner recovered pieces of 
lo. frow victims’ car, two pieces of which were rocovered 
frow the front seat and were found consistent in weight 
and appearance to No. 0 buckshot removed from the body of 
victim Penn. Two pieces recovered appeared to represent two 
missing pieces of shot from Penn's body as 12 gauge shot shell 
is loaded with No. O buckshot and contains 12 pellets. Lead. 
fragments recovered from the back of the car included pellets 
consistent with weights of. No. 0 buckshot. Cardboard wads 
in the suitcase are from 12 gauge shot shell similar to those 
found in 12 gauge Western Winchester shells. Three plaster 
casts of tire tracks of possible value were found in the 
area of the crime scenc., 
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No witnesses to the actual turder were developed 
as a result of investigation in the vicinity of the murder. 
Investigation relative to experienccs of victims from the time 
of attendance at school, Ft. Benning, Georgia, until the time 
of the murder, July 11, 1964, was conducted and no information 
was developed that any personxl incident provoked the murder. 
Investiration revealed information concerning activity of the 
following Klansmen in Athens, Georgia, which indicated they 
were logical suspects: James Spergon Lacliey; Denver Willis 
Phillips; Cecil William Myers; Joseph Howard Sims; and 
Herbert Guest. Investigation revealcd incidents in which 
these individuuls have been harassing Negroes for some tine. 
These individuals have been riding roads at night carrying 
sawed off shotguns as well as side arms. In one instance 
shotguns were fired in the Broad acres Apartment Project 
resulting in a 13 year old Negro femalc being struck in the lip 
and nose with a shotgun pellet and another Negro being struck 
in the eye. Phillips and Gucst were among those arrested in 
connection with this incident. Other incidents are described 
in which these individuals threatened Negroes in the area and 
Negroes passing through Athens. 
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Investigation identified the subjects as James Spergon 
Lachey, age 28, Hanager of Peoples Service Station; Cecil William 
Myers, age 25, Supervisor, Stitchcraft, Inc.; Herbert Guest, 
age 37, Proprietor, Guest's Garage; and Joseph Howard Sims, age 
41, Nachinist, Puritan Cordage Mill. All are residents of 
Athens, Georgia. 
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Subject Lackey, in signed statcments dated August 6, 
1964, admits that between 4:00 a.m. and 4:30 a.m., July 11, 1964, 
at Athens, Georgia, he drove Cecil hiyers! Chevy II Station Wagon, 
accompanied by Cecil Myers riding in the front seat beside hin, 


and Howard Sims riding in the back seat. They spotted a 
1959 Chevrolet bearing Washington, D. C. license plates and 
occupied by several colored men. 


Lackey, Myers and Sins followed the 1959 Chevrolet 
out Highway 29, toward Colbert, Georgia. Sims made the 
comment "I'm going to kill me a nigger." At a point near 
Broad River Bridge, on Highway 172, and on instructions of 
Sims and Myers, Lackey pulled alongside the 1959 Chevrolet. 
Myers and Sims fired double barrelled shafuns into the 1959 
Chevrolet. Lackey, Sims and Myers then drove past the 1959 
Chevrolet, proceeded approximately one and one half miles 
past Broad River Bridge, turned around, and returned on the 
same highway to Athens. They saw nothing of the 1959 Chevrolet 
on their return trip. 
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At athens they went diroctly to Guest's Garage where 
Sims and Myers cleaned the guns. Lackey, Sims, Myers and Herbert 
Guest then went to the Open House Restaurant arriving there 
between 5:15 a.m. and 5:30 a.m., July 11, 1964, 
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In addition to information furnished by Lackey in 
signed statements, he advised that when they did not see the 
1959 Chevrolet on the return trip, Sims and Myers tried to spot 
the car in the river or on the side of the road. He also advised 
that immediately on their return to Guest's Garage they told 
Herbert Guest what had happened and Gucst told them "The best 
thing you can do is keep your mouth shut." 
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Herbert Guest, in an interview on August 6, 1964, 
stated he, Sims, Myers and Lackcy were at the Open House 
Restaurant around 2:00 a.m. or 2:30 a.m., July 11, 1964, then 
left and returned to his garage. Sims, liyers and Lackey then 
departed in Myers’ Chevy II. Guest did not see Sims, Myers, and 
Lackey again that night until about 5:00 a.m., July 11, 1964, 
when they returned to his garage. They stayed at his garage 
until about 5:30 a.m. when the four of them went to the Open 
Housc Restaurant for breakfast. While at Guests Garage at 
about 5:00 a.w., July 11, 1964, Guest heard Sims tell Thomas 
Folendore, an associate of subjects, “Not to be nosing in other 
peoples business."' At this point Sims had a shotgun in his hands. 
On July 12, 1964, at Guests Garage, Guest overheard either Myers 
or Siws say that they thought the car that they shot at had gone 
into the river and missed the bridge as they had not seen it on 
the way back to Athens. On July 13, 1964, at Guest's Garage, 
Sims and Myers told Guest they were the ones who shot at the car 
in which Penn was killed. Sims and Myers told Guest about 
following the Penn car out of athens to a point near the Broad 
River Bridge where they fired two or three shots at the Penn car 
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as they passed it. Guest denied participating in the murder 
of enn. 

4 

Thowas Edward Folendore in a signed statement 

dated august 6, 1964, states he arrived at Guest's Garage, 
Athens, Georgia, about 5:10 a.m., July 11, 1964. Herbert 
Guest_was at the garage. Between 5:15 and 5:30 a.p., 
Folendore saw Howard Sims, Cecil liyers 2nd James Lackey walk 
into the garage. Siuws and Mycrs were carrying double barrelled 
shotguns with sawed off stocks. Sirs walked to a work table 
and wiped off his gun. Folendore asked Sims what they had been 
doing, to which Sims replied, “None of your (obscene) business." 


Claude Bennett, night mechanic, Guests Garage, 
Athens, advised on jugust 7, 1964, that at about daybreak, 
July 11, 1964, he, Guest, and Folendore were at GuestS Garare 
when Cecil hiyers' Chevy II Station Waron drove up in a hurried 
fashion, Lackey, Myers and Sims jumped out of the Chevy II. 
Sims was carrying a shotgun, went to the back of the garage 
and cleaned it. Dennett states Siws got angry with Folendore and 
told Folendore "Get out of here and shut your damn mouth." A short 
time later Guest, Sims, Myers, and Lackey left the garage. 
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Cecil William lhiyers, in interviews on July 29 
and sugust 3, 1964, denied knowledge of or participation in 
the murder of Penn. He stated on the night of July 10, 1964, at 
9:00 p.n. or 10:00 p.m., he, Lacliey and Sins, in Myers’ Chevy II 
Station Wagon, went to Lackey's house to check out a reported 
prowler. They stayed at Lackey's house until 5:00 a.m., July ll, 
1964, and then went to the Open Housc Restaurant. They did 
leave Lackey's house two or three times during the night and went 
to the Open Housc Restaurant. Hyers denied leaving Athens, 
Georgia, during the night of July 10-11, 1964. On August 6, 
1964, and subsequent to arrest, Myers declined to discuss the 
charges against him. 
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Joseph Howard Sims, in intervicws on August 3, 5, and 
G, 1964, denied knowledge of, or participation in the murder of 
Fenn. He stated that on the night of July 10-11, 1964, he, lIiyers, 
and Lackey spent most of the night on a "stake out" at Lackey's 
house looking for a prowler. They went to the Open House Restaurant 
for coffee at about 11:00 p.m., Jyly 10, 1964, and again at 
about 1:00 a.m., Juiy 11, 1964. At “daybreak" Sims, Myers, and 
Lackey left the Lackey residence in Myers‘ Station Wagon and went 
to Guest's Garage between 4:30 a.m. and 5:00 a.m., July 11, 1964. 
Herbert Guest and a "kid" named Folendore were at the garage. 
They were at Guests Garage for 15 to 30 minutes. He, lkyers, 
Lackey, and Guest then went to the Open House Restaurant. 
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Individuals who observed one or more of the 
subjects at the Open House Restaurant during the pertinent 
early worning hours of July 11, 1964, included Gerald MM. 
Flanagun, Officer, Police Dopartment, Athens, Georgia, who 
noted the departure of Sims, Mycrs and Guest from the 
Open House at about 4:00 a.m.; Landys Miriam Moore, Dishwasher, 
Open. House Restaurant, who observed Sims and Guest, along with 
two or three others, 3 > Oncn Hiouse at about 5:10 a.m.; 

» who observed Sims and 


ues ong Ww fj Others return to the Open House in Guest's 
a out 5:10 a.m.; and 


who observed Sims 2c 5G OUnCrsS Teturn to the bre 
Open House between 4:30 and 5:30 a.m. 


On August 6, 1964, upon authority of the Assistant 
United States Attorney, Niddle District of Georgia, Macon, 
Georgia, a complaint was filed by a Special Agent of the 
FBI before the U. S. Commissioner, /fthens, Georgia, charging 
Lackey, Myers, Sims and Guest with violation of Title 18, 
Section 241, U. S. Code. These subjects were thereafter 
arrested on August 6, 1964, brought before the U. S. Commissioner, 
Athens, on the basis of this complaint and warrants issued by 
the U. S. Commissioner, und in lieu of $25,000 bonds, they 
were committed to the custody of the U. S. Marshal and lodged 
in the Clarke County Jail, Athens, Georgia. 
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- Document(s) originating with the following government agency (ies) 
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Deleted under exemption(s) Fee) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 
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be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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Fl ATLANTA 
436 PM EST URGENT 8/20/64 MRB 
TO DIRECTOR \44-25878\\ WASH FIELD \44-558\ NEW YORK , 


FROM ATLANTA 157-788- 
(O penvic.> 
_— PENV 


RE STATE MURDER PROSECUTION AGAINST SUBJECTS 
-, 
+ 
« 


BUAGENT CONFERRING TODAY WITH SOLICITORS GENERAL, ~ Oe Mad 
¥ .CLETE JOHNSON AND JEFF WAYNE RE STATE GRAND JURY PRESENTATION *, 
. WHICH IS NOW SET FOR TUESDAY, AUGUST TWENTYFIVE. SOLICETORS “INDICATE 
THEY WILL OBTAIN SEPARATE INDIVIDUAL INDICTMENTS AGAINST 
MYERS, SIMS AND LACKEY FOR MURDER AND ARE UNDECIDED AS TO GUEST. 


PRESENT THINKING IS THEY WILL INDICT GUEST AS AN ACCESSORY AFTER / 


THE FACT. 
SOLICITORS ADVISE THEY INTEND TO CALL FOR GRAND JURY 
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’ TESTIMONY THE FOLLOWING WITNESSES\ 
MAJOR CHARLES EDWARD BROWN\ LT. £OL JOHN DANIEL HOWARD\ 
DR. LARRY HOWARD, GBI LABORATORY, WHO COADYCTED POST MORTEM 


>Re 
3 EXAMINATION\ DR. DEWITT BOND, CORONER\ SA\S JACK Be SIMPSON, 
* “YAS ?72- [GE 
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AND WILLIAM Je WATRY, ATLANTA OFFICE\ SA CE Ae BROM, 


~~ 
NEWARK\ AND SA ARTHUR Se HAMILTON, NEW YORK. SOLICITORS STATE 
G 24 1964. 


THAT ALL ABOVE, INCLUDING BROM AND HAMILTON, ARE ESSENTIAL 
WITNESSES. SA GEORGE Be. STEWART, OKLAHOMA CITY, WILL BE cae 


AS WAI BUT NOT NEEDED FOR GRAND JURY. f / 
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PAGE TWO 
NEWARK AND NEW YORK WILL ALERT SA\S BROM AND HAMILTON’ 
TO GRAND JURY DATE AND THEY SHOULD REPORT TO ATLANTA EVENING OF 
AUGUST-TWENTYFQUR UAC. —OK wt | 
Fo Wace WILL ADVISE MAJOR BROWN AND COL. HOWARD SUBPOENAS 
BEING ISSUED FOR THEM TODAY TO BE SENT AIRMAIL REQUIRING THEIR 
TESTIMONY BEFORE GRAND JURY AUGUST TWENTYFIVE. SOLICITOR WAYNE 
STATES BROWN AND HOWARD MAY WISH TO STAY IN ATLANTA AND -IF So. 
GBI AGENTS WILL BE ASSIGNED TO TRANSPORT THEM TO DANIELSVILLE, ~ 
MADISON COUNTY SEAT, FOR GRAND JURY APPEARANCE.’ Boing 
-s«oTP TS SUGGESTED BUREAU CONSIDER DISCUSSING WITH DEPARTMENT 
OF ARMY TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING FOR MAJOR BROWN AND COL. | 
HOWARD TO MADISON COUNTY, BOTH FOR GRAND JURY AND SUBSEQUENT | 
TRIAL SCHEDULED TO START AUGUST THIRTYONEs FORT GORDON, 


Tee CI ean TD SD REL el Te Pe a 
ae thes os i eh, ‘2 . v } sg ih J at 2 te , / 4°s P a’ _ 


ai 
/ 


Tait 
Tong 


X35 


ey os 


’ Vin s 

co Me 
s . = 

Go Ve *. oer” S * 

ar , 

ot Ve Ve, .* 


maT) be "Ping ty 


al 
®, 


WHICH HOUSED SURVIVING VICTIMS FOR TWO DAYS FOLLOWING PENN 
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MURDER, IS ONLY ABOUT TWO HOURS DRIVE FROM MADISON COUNTY. 
THESE NEGRO OFFICERS MAY BE RELUCTANT TO APPEAR IN MADISON 
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COUNTY ALONE AND CAN BE EXPECTED TO HAVE DIFFICULTY IN 

FINDING SUITABLE QUARTERS IF REQUIRED TO REMAIN OVERNIGHT. 
OKLAHOMA CITY ADVISED AIRMAIL. 
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FOR RELAY TO NY AND NK HAS ALREADY BEEN ADVISED 
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STATE MURDER PROSECUTION AGAINST SUBJECTS. 


NAT Na gh 


'- CONFERENCE OF SA ROBERT M. KANE AND SOLICITORS JOHNSON AND 
WAYNE REFERRED TO IN MYTEL EARLIER TODAY WAS COMPLETED THIS 


OS ois Ob a 


AFTERNOON. SOLICITORS FEEL THEY DO NOT HAVE STRONG CASE AGAINST 


GUEST AS ACCESSORY AFTER THE FACT UNDER THE GEORGIA LAW. THEY 
Bria ctf ¥ C48 MEUROIL : 
TODAY CALLED UPON OFFICE OF STATE §6 FOR LEGAL RESEARCH ON SUCH 
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CASES AND WERE TOLD GOVERNOR SANDERS HAS ORDERED AG TO HAVE TWO 


OF HIS ASSISTANTS STANDING BY TO DO ANY RESEARCH REQUESTED BY 
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PROSECUTORS. DECISION AS TO INDICTING GUEST AS ACCESSORY AWAITS 
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FURTHER RESEARCH. 
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SUBPOENAS FOR SAS BROM, HAMILTON, SIMPSON AND WATRY RECEIVED 
REC 4B Y= 73 — IU 


BY SA KANE TODAY» AND THOSE FOR MAJOR BROWN AND LT+ GOL2 HOWARD 
EX-199 
SENT ALRMAIL- { 
aa 08 ; @ AUG 241964 


SOLICITOR WAYNE REQUESTS RESIDENT AGENT KANE SIT_Q@I. COUNSEL 
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TABLE DURING TRIAL TO ASSIST PROSECUTION WITH LAST-MINUTE RE- 


INTERVIEWS OF WITNESSES, ETC. THIS WILL BE DONE» UACB. SA KANE 
‘END -PAGE_ONE | 
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| VERY WELL QUALIFIED TO HANDLE THIS ASSIGNMENT. 
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SOLICITOR JOHNSON HAS FURNISHED PETIT iy LIST WITH NINTY- 
ON” 
SIX NAMESe AT JOHNSON’S REQUEST, AND _UACB, WE WILL CHECK OFFICE 
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INDICES AND DO DISCREET CREDIT AND CRIMINAL CHECKS ON JURORS. 
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THIS RECOMMENDED IN VIEW OF DIFFICULTY OF OBTAINING FAVORABLE 


"JURY IN THAT AREA. a 


WAYNE REQUESTS THAT MRSe PENN BE ADVISED TRIAL SCHEDULED TO . 
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START AUGUST THIRTYONEs THAT SHE IS WELCOME TO ATTEND, AND IF SHE 
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WOULD LIKE TO COME THE STATE WILL AFFORD HER EVERY CURTESY ff 
Y, panne Ferd Tee ef 


WHICH CAN BE EXTENDED. WFO WILL SO ADVISE: MRSe PENN, UACBe IN 
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THIS CONNECTIONs WAYNE SAYS GOVERNOR SANDERS TOLD, HIM ENTIRE 
CECKE’ A FECES OFF T att-8? '-AT/r 
FACILITIES OF GBI WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO MAJe BROWNs LTe COLe 
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HOWARD AND MRSe PENN DURING TRIALe 


WAYNE EXPRESSED INTEREST IN STATEMENT BY MRSe LACKEY ON 


’ 
‘ 
; 


= 

Si 
: 

= 


AUGUST EIGHTEEN RE MYERS PULLING GUN ON HER AND HE REQUESTS COPY 
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OF HER STATEMENT. THIS IS BEING FURNISHED. WAYNE BEING ADVISED 
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LACKEY DOES NOT SUBSTANTIATE HER STATEMENT. HE PLANS TO INTERVIEW 
MRS. LACKEY NEXT WEEK AND REQUESTS SA SIMPSON, WHO HAS ESTABLISHED 
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EFFECTIVE RAPPORT WITH HER, BE PRESENT TO ASSISTe THIS WILL BE DONE. 
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PAGE THREE 


WAYNE REQUESTS ADDITIONAL PHOTOS, SHOWING PENN'S BODY IN | 
MORGUE, BE FURNISHED AND THIS BEING DONE- 
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ALL FOUR SUBJECTS MOVED THIS AFTERNOON AT BIBB COUNTY JAIL 
U. S. 


‘arsh 
AT REQUEST OF Jt. iy 520 


FOR SOLITARY CONFINEMENT. CELLS NOT PARTICULARLY UNDESIRABLE AND 
LACKEY AND GUEST GIVEN BEST CELL. SIMS AND MYERS IN DIFFERENT 

CELL AND CONNOT COMMUNICATE WITH OTHERS. NONE OF FOUR WILL HAVE 
CONTACT WITH OTHER PRISONERS, NOT EVEN TRUSTYS. VISTITING RESTRICTION 
TIGHTENED AND ALL VISITORS, LIMITED TO IMMEDIATE FAMILY AND LAWYERS» 


MUST BE CLEARED BY USM. VISITORS TO SIMS AND MYERS WiLL B& A/OT 
ABLE TO TALK TO LACKEY AND GUEST. | ( 
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USM ESTABLISHING TWENTYFOUR HOUR GUARD ON FOUR PRISONERS. 
THEIR CELLS ARE OBSERVALBE FROM GUARD'S STATION AND GUARD WILL 


HAVE NO OTHER DUTIES. ACTING USM QM CALLED mcSHanE. 5% 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR USMS, DEPT. OF JUSTICE, TO OBTAIN AUTHORITY 4 2 


FOR TWENTYFOUR HOUR GUARD, Qa, 
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PAGE FOUR 


KLAN MEETIN AT ATHENS AUGUST TWENTY. 
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WE MEETING OF CLARKE CouNTY KLAVERN NUMBER a. 
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THIS DATEe FIVE VEHICLES OBSERVED OUTSIDE KLAVERN- Sfrinee2OF FAVE 


Wa 
be bf 


hh 


-y 
2 


-- VEHICLE IDENTIFIED, DETERMINED TO BE PROPERTY OF EXALTED FICLOPS © 
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TOM WHITEHEAD, HAMPTON TURNER» AND SELVIN SILVEY- OTHER Two a 
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' VEHICLES UNIDENTIFIED DUE TO AREA WHERE PARKED BEING DARK AND TAGS 
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THE ACTUAL COST OF TIIESE TICKETS WAS SEVENTYTHREE 


THIRTYFIVE EACH MAKING A TOTAL ‘AMOUNT OF ONE FOUR SIX SEVENTY 
ws TO BE RECOVERED FROM THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE. 
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AT CONFERENCE ON AUGUST TWENTY SOLICITOR JEFF WAYNE 
APPOINTED BY GOVERNOR AS SPECIAL PROSECUTOR, REQUESTED THAT Ai 
~ EACH OF FOUR SUBJECTS BE INTERVIEWED AND ASKED WHETHER HE IS 
REPRESENTED BY COUNSEL. IF REPRESENTED HAVE EACH SUBJECT NAME 
HIS ATTORNEY. IF NOT REPRESENTED HAVE EACH SUBJECT ASKED 
WHETHER HE WANTS AN ATTORNEY AND IF SO WHETHER HE WANTS THE 
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IS ONE OF TWO ATTORNEYS WHO APPEARED FOR SUBJECTS BEFORE USC 
FOR PRELININADY , HEARING. SIMS STATED HUDSON MIGHT HAVE 
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CALLED IN ANOTHER ATTORNEY TO YORK WITH HIM BUT HE CONSIDERS 
HUDSON HIS ATTORNEY. 
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ASKED WHETHER HE WANTED A LAWYER HE REPLIED AFFIRMATIVELY AND 

INDICATED HE WISHED TO HAVE THE COURT APPOINT ONE FOR HIM. 
ABOVE INFORMATION FURNISHED TD SOLICITOR JOHNSON ON 

EVENING OF AUGUST TWENTY AND JOHNSON STATED HE WOULD MAKE A 


RPE SETI 


REQUEST TO THE CIRCUIT JUDGE ON AUGUST TWENTYONE FOR APPOINTMENT 


~ ——e 
* " 


OF AN ATTORNEY FOR LACKEY IN ACCORDANCE WITH LACKEY’S REQUEST. 
SOLICITORS WAYNE AND JOHNSON INDICATED REASON FOR 


o ~-4e 
he a 


’ 
ae 
= 


ABOVE INQUIRY AND ACTION WAS TO MAKE CERTAIN SUBJECTS ARE 


ot SS a 
a” 


CHAS we 4 


UJ 
‘ 
- ~ «—@ 46 err 


PROPERLY REPRESENTED BY COUNSEL AND TO AVOID GIVING THEM BASIS 


-- —_— ——- 


tty 74 e". 


FOR REQUESTING CONTINUANCE AT TIME TRIAL IS SCHEDULED TO START 
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PERMITTING ATTORNEYS TO STUDY CASE IN PREPARATION FOR TRIAL. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-25873) 
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Re Bureau teletype, .6/20/64. 


threatened by CECIL MYERS who pulled his gun out of 
the holster, cocked it, and commented, "I've killed one, 
two won't make no difference.’ 


This LHM also contains the comments of Mrs. 
LORETTA LACKEY and JAMES S. LACKEY concerning this 
alleged threat. 


Copies of the statements of JAMES S. LACKEY 
and wife and copies of letter have been 
disseminated to Solicitors ; D, JOHNSON and JEFF 


WAYNE and to U. S. Attorney FLOYD M. BUFORD in accord- 
ance with Bureau instructions in referenced teletype. 
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Enclosed herewith are five copie head 
‘andum (LHM) concerning statements by b 
Cie :::: the wife of JAMES S. LACKEY ha en 
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x STATES DEPARTMENT . 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Atlanta, Georgia 
August 21, 19604 


HERBERT GUEST; JAMES SPERGON LACKEY, aka; 
CECIL WILLIAM MYERS; JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS; 
Lieutenant Colonel LEMUEL A, PEI] - Deceased, 
USAR 0348661 - VICTIM; Colonel JOHN DAVID 
HOWARD, USAR 0439939 - VICTIM; 

Major CHARLES E. BROWN, USAR 01307648 - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - NATIONAL FIREARMS ACT 


On August 17, 1964, Mrs. Lemuel A. Penn, 
1622 Upshur Street, N. W., Washinrton, D. C., furnished 
to Special Agents of the FBI a igtter 
August 12, 1964, from 


indicated .: Nis letter, among, other things, that Mrs. 
Jane sXeackey was threatened with a gun by one of the 
participants in the murder of Lemuel Penn. 

Acting upon this informstion, FBI Agents 
interviewed Mrs. James “Eackey at Clermont, Georgia, 
on August 18, 1964, at which time she voluntarily™~™ 
provided a signed statement. 


-F 
* 
ol 
o 
- 
al 
> 
a 
:- 
a 
* 
- 
7 
> 
. 
. 
52 
«* 
S: 
‘we 
> 


_— 
> 

> 
~ 


2, 


Hetdiyane 


In this signed statemcnt, lirs. Lackey 
indicated that on the agent of July 10, 1964, between 


oh Pep: OL" 


7:00 and 7:30 p.m. Cec yers, a subject in this case, 
left his wife and three sons at the Lackey residence in 
Athens, Georgia. Subsequently, Mr. Myers, accompanied 
by James S. Lackey, departed in Myers' Chevrolet Station . 
ae and were not seen again by Hrs. Lackey until 

:30 a.m. on the morning of July 11, 1964. 
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Mrs. Lackey stated that she met her husband 
and Cecil Myers on the porch of the Lackey residence at 
6:30 a.m. on the morning of July 11, 1964, and that she 
was angry and questioned them concerning their where- 
abouts throughout the preceding night. 
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HERBERT GUEST; ET AL 


During this conversation, Mrs. Lackey related 
that. Cecil Myers had pulled his gun from its holster, 
cocked it, and pointing it in her direction had remarked, 
"I've killed one, two won't make no difference." She 
said that she told Mycrs to go ahead and pull the trigger 
if he had the guts. However, under instructions from 
James Lackey, Myers put his pistol away terminating the 
incident with no further comment. 


| On August 19, 1964, James S. Lackey, confined 
in the Bibb County Jail, Macon, Gcorgia, was interviewed 
concerning this alleged incident between his wife and 
Cecil Myers. 


According to James Lackey, he recalled having 
been confronted by his wife on the porch of the Lackey 
residence at about 6:00 a.m. on July 11, 1964, and 
further, he remembered that his wife had questioned 
him and Cecil Myers about where they had spent the 
night. 


According to Lackey, although he and Myers 
were armed with their pistols he, Lackey, did not 
recall Myers having made any threatening remarks to 
Mrs. Lackey. 


James Lackey indicated that he did not see 
Myers pull his gun from his holster and did not hear 
hiyers make any statement to the effect that he killed 
one man and another would not make any difference. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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- Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
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| ‘PRESENCE GBI "AND LACKS CONFIDENCE IN THAT ORGANIZATION. = | 
rae BROWN STRONGLY OPPOSED TO RESIDING ATLANTA AND TRAVELING 
|“. WITH GBI ESCORT TO DANIEISVILLE, HE FEELS THAT SOLUTION WOULD 
“= gE FOR UNITED STATES ARMY TO PLACE HIMSELF AND LIEUTENANT | 
"COLONEL HOWARD ON ACTIVE DUTY WHICH WOULD SERVE PURPOSE OF 
" PROVIDING CID PROTECTION AS WELL AS TO COMPENSATE FOR THEIR : 
. o” REPENSE HE NOTED THAT THEY COULD RESIDE AT FORT GORDON - 
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THAT IF. APPROPRIATE ARRANGEMENTS CANNOT BE MADE WITH ARMY THEN 
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CORRECTION. LAST TWO LINES, THIRD PARAGRAPH, PAGE THREE, 


SHOULD READ “VISITORS TO SIMS AND MYERS WILL NOT BE ALBE TO 
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te, DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 8/8/64 


FROM ; ASSISTANT DIRECTOR J.J. CASPER 
f enh ‘ f PAs 4 c gesert Yea 
ROP. © ee: Fh eae. : 


SUBJECT: Cpenvic Oe pl ek. wale: 
A. ‘ , _ ‘ A_kKEY : : 


ie During the course of the PENVIC investigation, 4 
ae was necessary to interview Mrs. JAMES S=TACKEY igation, 4%, Fa 
wife of one of the principal subjects, JAMES S. LACKEY. rer of GA 
Encfalosed herewith are two copies of a memorandum from-SAs JACK 
B. SIMPSON and CLARENCE A. BROM reflecting the results of an- 
interview with subject LACKEY in which he comments concerning: 
the miscarriage suffered by his wife. Set forth in this 
memorendum ip; the fact that the, doctor diagnosed his wife's 
illnes®& as a~miscarriage and haa asked her, "Who scared you?" 
and she';repiYed, "The FBI's". It is noted that Agents pointed 
out th set Petatenen at the time of interview with subject 
in subject's statement. In ad n thera-is enclose ewith 
‘arfidavits from SAs a 
if which they refute this alic,ation. Also enclosed 
the interview of Mrs. LACKEY conducted by ‘these 

Agents as wéll as other data that was obtained during the 
course of the interview. eee 57 
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It is noted that subject LACKEY has fully implicated 
himself and other subjects in this case and to date has ‘been 
most cogperative. Contacts with subject LACKEY and his wife 
since t##® statement was made have been most favorable. However, 
I am setting this forth for possible future reference in the 
event this matter should be raised. It is pointed out that ug 
no, interview is bein onducted with the doctor who attended?’ a \/ 
Mrs, LACKRY 
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Athens, Georgia 
August 7, 1964 


Federal Bureau of Investigation, having first been duly 
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sworn, do hereby make the following voluntary statement 
to Assistant Director J. J. Casper. 


This statement is made in response to the 
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~ ’ ts %- *, . i . . i 5 
, 


allegation of James S. Lackey, that his wife suffered a miscarriag< 


as a result of an interview tonducted by myself and Special Agent 
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Forrest M. Monroe on July 29, 1964. 
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I wish unequivocally to deny this allegation, I wish 


he 4 . 
44 
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further to state that from the moment of our arrival until our 
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departure Mrs. Addie Lorctta Lackcy was treated with utmost 


here 
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respect. Her comfort and convenience were of primary importance, 


Wim Toe 


eS 


She was at all times courteous and cooperative. After initial 
nervousness, her demeanor was tranquil. 


Prior to and during the interview, I encouraged Mrs. 


sen ee 


Lackey to relax, to which she responded that she was relaxed. 
This deponent and his associate, Special Agent i 
WH conductea themselves as gentlemen. The discretion with 


which the interview was conducted was indeed ve reproach b% 
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Athens, Georgia 
August 7, 1964 


Federal Bureau of Investigation, having first been 
duly sworn, do hereby make the following voluntary 
statement to Assistant sisdcter J. J. Casper, 

In reference to the allegation made by James 5S. 
Lackey on August 7, 1964, that a doctor had diagnosed his 


wife's illness as a miscarriage, Lackey advised the doctor 
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had asked Mrs. Lackey, “Who scared you?" Mrs. Lackey replied 
to the doctor, “The FBI's." Lackey implied his wife's 
difficulty had resulted from interrogation by Bureau Agents 
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on July 29, 1964, 
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I wish to emphaticolly refute this allegation, 
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having been one of the Agents who interviewed hrs. Addie 
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Loretta Lackey on July 29, 1964, with Special Agent J. Howard 


Johnson, 


so ad ala 


Mrs. Lackey at the outset of the interview was 


o0'*,9* 2 OR 
yy fo 

0! ae os, 
tyt* oe 


advised of her rights, and was treated with utmost respect 
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and courtesy during the entire course of the interview, 
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Mrs. Lackey, at no time, appeared to be overly anxious and 
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she was cordial during the interview. On several occasions 


she was encouraged to relax and replied that she was relaxed 


and was not unduly upset, 


I further wish to state that Special Agent ‘Slee 


and myself acted as gentlemen and conducted the interview with 
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good discretion at all times. | b2_ 
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ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, J. J. CASPER 
SA JACK B, SIMPSON and SA CLARENCE A. BROM 


PENVIC 


RE: JAMES 8S. LACKEY 


On 8/6/64, inquiry was made by Special Agents JACK B, SIMPSON 
and CLARENCE A. BROM of JAMES S. LACKEY concerning his state of 
health and the state of health of his wife, LORETTA, 


LACKEY advised that he had visited the doctor, had been 
given medication and and was feeling much better. He indicated 


that he desired to talk with the FBI, 
LACKEY further advised that the doctor had diagnosed 


wife's illness as a miscarriage, Lge 


LACKEY further stated that the doctor had asked Mrs. 
IACKEY, "Who scared you?" Ile stated Mrs. LACKEY had replied, 


"The FBI's.“ 


LACKEY implied timt his wife's difficulty had resulted 
from interrogation of her by Bureau Agents on 7/29/64, 


LACKEY was reminded that it was he, himself, who had causcd 
his wife undue worry due to his activities on the night of July 10, 


and the early morning of July ll. 


LACKEY, howover, denied that he had ever told his wife 
about the shooting incident in the early morning of 7/11/64, 
but he was unable to explain as to why his wiiec had lied for hin, 
stating he was home in bed botween 3:00 and 4:00 a.m., 7/11/64. 
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July 30, 1964 


°. ADDIE LORETTA LACKEY was interviewed at her residence, 
215 First Street, Athens, Georgia, and furnished the following 
Signed statement: : ) 


"Athens, Ga. 
7/29/64 


"I, ADDE LORETTA LAC X ng frec 
volu y statement t and 

who have ident ca themseives to me pec 
Benvus No 


nts of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. L 
threats or promises have been made to me to obtain this eo 
statement. I have been advised that I do not have to 
make any statement and-that any statement I do make may 
be used against me in a cdurt of law. I have been 


advised of my right to consult an attorney and was so 


"I am 27 years of age and reside at 215 lst Street, Athens, 
Ga., with my husband JAIES LACKEY. 


"About July 8, 1964 Mrs. RUTH MYERS, wife of CECIL MYERS, 
came my house about 7:00 to 7:30 pm. We sat and 
talked, played records, and got our children to bed. 
About 11:15 pm an unknown prowler tried to get into the 
house and bumped the door. I saw the prowler out of the 
back door but could not tell whether he was colored or 
white. 


"Tl called my husband at People's Service Station, Athens, 
where he works. He came home about 11:30 pm with HOWARD 
SIMS. A few minutes later the police came and searched 

the backyard with my husband and SIMS. A few minutes 

after the police arrived my husband's friends HERBERT GUEST 
and CECIL MYERS arrived in MYER's car. MYERS and GUEST 
helped the others search. After about half hour, they gave 
up finding no one around and SIMS stayed in the back while 
my husband returned to People's Service Station to check 
out. In about 15 minutes my husband returned and stayed 
home the rest of the night. Mr. SIMS left after my husband 
returned and went to the Guest garage alone. He returned 
in about 15 to 20 minutes and picked up his wife and went home. 
My husband and I then went to bed. 
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“The evening of July 10th, 1964, my daughter and I 

were home alone until about 11:30 pm when my husband got 
home from work. He told me he was going to watch the 
backyard and drove his car about a block away and parked 
it under a street light. He then walked back to the 
backyard and hid in the bushes. I could see the car of 
my husband from the house and car never left. I could not 
see my husband except one time about two hours after he 
had hid and I saw him moving in the bushes. I had the 
lights out in the house and only had the porch light on. 
I stayed in the house and watched television. About 3 to 
4 am in the morning, my husband came into the house and 
we went to bed. He never left the house after that. 
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"None of my husband's friends or acquaintances helped my 
husband that night of 7/10,11/64 to my knowledge. 


EM 
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"T have no knowledge either directly or indirectly as to the 
murder of LEMUEL A. PENN at Colbert, Ga., 7/11/64. : 


"Tl have read this statement of 45 pages, it is the truth 
to the best of my knowledge. 
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/s/ ADDIE LORETTA LACKEY 


"iy » 1964 
ecial Agent FBI 
Special Agent, FBI, 7/29/64" 


The last paragraph in the above signed statement 
is in the handwriting of ADDIE LORETTA LACKEY. 
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In addition to the above, she advised that she has 
been a member of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Knights of the Ku 
' Klux Klan (KKK) ever since she and her husband moved from 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, to Athens, Georgia, about January of 1964. 
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She stated that her husband has also been a member 
. of the Knights of the KKK for the same amount of time and that 
they have attended meetings in Athens, Georgia. She stated she 
has never attended a Klan meeting outside of Athens, however, 
her husband has occasionally attended Klan meetings in other 
nearby parts of Georgia. 
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She advised that she is in possession of a .32 cal. 
Special Revolver and that she hes a permit from the Ordinary of 
Athens for this weapon. She stated that her husband has a .38 
Special Revolver and he too has a permit to carry this weapon. 
She stated that neither she nor her husband own or possess a 
shotgun. 


The following description of Mrs. LACKEY was 
obtained from observation and interview: 
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Name ADDIE LORETTA LACKEY, nee 
: STEPHENS 

Sex Female 

Race White 

Date of birth 8/6/36 at Hall County, Ga. 


tT 
a 


w Lo 
af wi Fe , 


me 


ss ¢ 


* 


Height 

Weirsht 

Hair 

Eyes 

Scars and marks 

Marital status 
Husband 
Children 


5'2" 

Approximately 98 lbs. 
Brown 

Brown 

None visible 

Married 6/8/58 

JAMES LACKEY 

MARTHA SUE - daughter 
Born 6/29/59 
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JAMES - son - deceased 
(Date of birth unknown) 
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Relatives 
Father NOAH STEPHENS - deceased 
Mother MILLIE STEPHENS, nee COLLINE - 
deceased . 
Sister , COSETTA GREENWOOD 
Luni, Georgia 
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Date: 8/11/64 
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Justice nd other Federal Easdbice. In the event a 
decision is reached by the Department of Justice to defer 
Federal prosecution in favor of State murder charge, it is 
pointed out that this report contains backzround data on 
Ku Klux Klan activities derived from Bureau informants and 
thus should not be disseminated in its present form to 
local authorities. 


In the event the decision is made to disseminate 
at a local level, the Atlanta Office is prepared to furnish 
only that purtion of the investigavion which is essential to 
the murder prosecution. “ee 


In arriving at any decision relative to future 
dissemination at the local level, itv is pointed out that-the 
community in which this crime was committed and in which 
this intensive investigation took place is extremely rural 
in its makeup. The investisation turned up other facets of 
the community such as illejsal liquor traffic, gambling and 
tax violations, which are best suited for dissemination to 
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stother Federal agencies, as thé inve stipgation disclosed that 
‘locak.law enforcement officials tolerate or enjoy the 
benefits of the described illicit activity. The material 
obtained through this investigation is being revicwed for 


proper dissemination at thc Fedcral level in the aster roe 
— peta: ps 
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“ate 
A ‘detailed index is being prepared and will be." 
forwarded to the Bureau under separate cover along with, - 
letterhead memoranda which will contain the information| 
furnished by individuals who did not wisi their identities 
revealed, all pertaining to this investigation. 
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For the Bureau's information, U.S, Attorney 
FLOYD LUFORD, Middle District of Georgia, whose office will: 
handic prosecution of this casé, has becn in contact with... 
-Assistant Director CASPER prior to his dcparture from —— ¢.° 0 
territory. He indicated that from his standpoint, no action . 
would be ‘taken concerning the turning of this case over to°: 
the State of Georgia until the Government had a chance to 
see what kind of a cuse it had and in addition, revicwed 
the possibilities from a Svate prosecution aspect. He 
commented concermming the inadcquacy of the Prosecutor in. 
Madison County, Georgia, and the fact that he is aware that 
the Judge in Madison County i8 a sick man. Mr. BUFORD. stated - 
that before ne would consider turnin; the case over to State ‘ 
' aguthoritics, he would have an understanding with the aeeereny: 
' General of the ‘State that this, case would be mracipetesen £3 
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UNITED STATES GOV 
Memorandum 


TO : Mir. Belmont 


2 roo (S| 


suBjECT: | HERBERT GUEST, ET 
LT. COL, LEMUEL A. 
(DECEASED) ET AL, = VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
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Mrs. Lemuel A. Penn, Washington, D. C i A 
has made available a letter:written to her by Z 
——- sister of subject James S. "tackey . e letter was postmar 


» Georgia, 8/12/64, — 
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In her Lot tor, alleges that Lackey‘’s wife had a 
miscarriage because she eeh scared by the FBI. This allegation 
was previously made to FBI Agents by Lackey on 8/6/64.° It is complete]; 
falee. It is known that Mrs. Lackey allegedly was ill, however, it is 
not known if she actually suffered a miscarriage. She. was interviewed 
by Agents on 7/29/64 at which time she gave a false alibi concerning 
Lackey's whereabouts at the time of the wurder., The interviewing 5 
Agents have submitted affidavits that Nrs. Lackey was treated with 
respect and consideration; and when it was suggested to her during the 
interview that she relax, she replied that she was relaxed. x 

? 
says in her letter that she feels Lackey did the~ 
right thing by confessing to his part in the murder and that she wants 
him to take his punishment; however, she would like his sentence to be 
a short one because his wife is not able to work. b9 e 
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ACTION REC- Hg 278/35 O- 
(1) Atlanta is being Nagata oer nag Mrs. Lackey 
concerning the allegation that s threatened with a gun. 


(Washington Field is submitting lett Aead--memorandum*@oday setting out 
full text! of ' a furnishing it to Atlanta by airmail.) 


CONTINUED - OVER oo 
REC.” aii ts it 


Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: HERBERT GUEST, ET AL. 


: 

(2) Since Lackey's attorney stated at the arraignment 
before the Commissioner that he did not want Lackey contacted, the 
U. 8S. Attorney (USA) and the State Prosecutor are being consulted as 
to whether.Lackey should be interviewed concerning this matter at 
this time, If they agree to his interview, they will be specifically 
asked whether it should first be cleared with Lackey's attorney. 
With the concurrence of the USA:and the State Prosecutor (as well as 
Lackey‘s attorney if either the USA or the State Prosecutor feels it 
is necessary), Lackey will be interviewed. 
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(3) After the above interviews have been conducted, the 
results will be reviewed and then the Department, the USA and the 
State Prosecutor will be appropriately advised. 
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(4) After the above inte been conducted and b7e 


the results rev rs. Penn and will be appropriately 

advised that Carin allegation concerning the miscarriage of 

.. Mrs. Lackey is at she was treated with the utmost respect 
~ and consideration during her interview. Such additional pertinent 


information be gained during the interviews may also be 
furnished i and Mrs. Penn if it appears proper at that time 
in view of a t acts. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


"4 Page(s) withtield entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
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UNITED STATES isinis: 


Memorandum 


1 
Mr. eat y pate: August 14, 1964 


1 - Mr. Mohr 
FROM: A. Rosen ri a 
SUBJECT: “HERBERT G iss AL. 


Casper 
DeLoach . 

LT. LEMUELA fe bENN, et al. 
, VICTIMS 


Belmont 
Rosen 
» CIVIL RIGHTS 


BRE BR! 


BEEREEE: 


The Atlanta Office has advised that subjects Herbert Guest, 
Joseph Howard Sims and Cecil William Myers, represented by counsel, 
appeared before the U. S. Commissioner Hawkins in Athens, Georgia, 
today. Each subject through his attorneys waived preliminary hearing. 


Bond remains at $25, 000, on each and each was returned to 
the Clarke County Jail in Athens in lieu. of _ 


It is noted that subject James S. Tacker appeared before the 
U. S. Commissioner yesterday and waived preliminary hearing. 


Solicitor Clete Johnson plans to present the state murder case 
to the Madison County Grand Jury on 8/24/64. 


ACTION: 


The Civil Rights Division is being advised of the results 
of subjects’ appearance before the v, S. Commissioner og 
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TELETYPE 


TO SAC ATLANTA (157-88) 2+ he. 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI (44-250755- | : as 
, .. ® : §-° 20 - 


SL PENVIC . ~ vi 


Martindale 


REURTEL FOUR THREE SIX PM AUGUST TWENTY. 

TRANSPORTATION AND PROTECTION OF WITNESSES ARETHE PRIMARY 
RESPONSIBILITIE® OF STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES. THE STATE 
HAS OFFERED TO TRANSPORT THE SURVIVING VICTIMS, MAJOR BROWN 
AND COLONEL HOWARD, FROM ATLANTA TO THE MADISON COUNTY GRAND 
JURY AND IT 18 NOTED THE GOVERNOR HAS OFFERED FULL FACILITIES 
OF GBI TO THE STATE PROSECUTORS HANDLING THIS CASE. IMMEDIATELY 
DISCUSS WITH STATE SOLICITOR GENERALS CLETE JOUNSON AND 
WAYNE TO DETERMINE WHETHER THEY FEEL ANY DOUBT AS TO THE | 
ABILITY OF THE STATE TO FULLY PROTECT THESE WITNESSES. IN THE 
ABSENCE OF SUCH DOUBT THERE APPEARS TO BE NO REASON FOR ? 
FEDERAL INTERVENTION AND THE DEPARTMENT IS OF THE OPINION THAT 
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THE STATE PROSECUTORS PROBABLY, FROM A STANDPOINT: OF TRIAL 

PSYCHOLOGY, WOULD PREFER TO NOT HAVE THE WITNESSES ESCORTED TO 
+ ane). 4% 2° ii 

AND FROM THE COURTHOUSE BY THE ARMY OR FEDERAL PERSONNEL. 


SUTEL RESULTS OF DISCUSSIONS AND IF THERE SHOULD BE ANY 
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- Ywhen he was killed near Colbert, Georgia, 7/11/64 are 


NOTE: Major Brown and Colonel Howard, the surviving ~ 


TELETYPE TO ATLANTA 
REQUEST FROM THE STATE FOR FEDERAL ASSISTANCE IM TRANSPORTING 
OR PROTECTING THE WITNESSES OR IF YOU SHOULD RECEIVE ANY == 
“EVIDENCE OF A THREAT AGAINST THE WITNESSES, THE BUREAU 1s ‘0 ei 
BE IMMEDIATELY ADVISED. 

| DURING THE PERIOD THAT MAJOR BROWN AND COLONEL, HOWARD Re 
‘ARE IN YOUR DIVISION AS WITNESSES YOU SHOULD ARRANGE ‘TO BE. ee, “eds, 


e. I* 
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’ CLOSELY INFORMED OF THEIR WHEREABOUTS AND ACTIVITIES or ORDER 2. < * ee 
THAT YOU MAY BE ALERT SHOULD ANY THREAT AGAINST THEM DEVELOP. ° 
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victims who were in the car with Lt. Col. pea 


necessary witnesses 8/25/64 when local murder case will ‘ 
be presented to Madison County, Georgia, Grand Jury. Brown 
and Howard are being advised that State Solicdtor General 
Wayne states they may wish to das in Atlanta,:-if so GBI 
Agents will transport ther to the Grand Jury. Above 
teletype in accordance with discussion with BS vona 5 aed 


| of Civil Rights Division, 8/21/64. 
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UNITED STATES SRNMENT 


Memorandum 


HERBERT GUEST, ET AL. 
LT. COL. LEMUEL'‘A. “PENN, 

ET AL. - VICTIMS | 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


The Washington Field Office (WFO) has advised that the ht 
carrying Major Charles Edward “Brown ad Lt. Colonel John Danie-Aiéward._ 
to Augusta, Géorgia, Was delayed approximately 40 minutes in departing ZZ 
from Washington. This is Eastern Air Lines Flight 665 which actually ° — 
departed Washington at 11:15 a.m., Washington time. Pd 

a a? 

Lt. Colonel Howard and Major Brown boarded the plane in {I 
uniform and the plane is due in Augusta, Georgia, at approximately sit 
12:30 p.m., today. Agents of the Savannah Office are to meet the plane 
and take Brown and Howard to Fort Gordon, Georgia. (L 


ACTION: 


ASAC Cusick of the Savannah Office was telephonically advised 
of pertinent information set forth above. He was instructed to advise 
the Bureau adAtlanta when Brown and Howard have been delivered to 
Fort Gordon. 


Atlanta will continue to furnish the Bureau with all pertinent 
developments, 
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UNITED STATES GO ‘ENT a SA 
Memorandum. iss 


Mr, Belmont hae pate: August 17, 1964 _ , 


“~ ; : . | | Mr. Belmont 
A. Rosefz// : Mr. Rosen 
; Mr. Malley 


(~) | Mr. meowen 
HERBERT GUEST; ; 


LT. COL, LEMUEL A io (DECEASED) 
USAR SERIAL NUMBER 0348661 - VICTIM 


CIVIL RIGHTS ip.) ) 


At 5: 40 p.m., 8/16/64, Mrs. vinta 1622 Upshur 
Street, Northwest _,“Washing ton, D. C., telephonically” contacted 
Bure headquarters and advised that she had received 
from 


irs. Fenn advisc 1@ letter in substance 
old what a good re gious family subject Lackey was raised up 
‘§Jn and because of the present invest igation by the Federal Bureau b2 
of Investigation the whole family: was in dire circumstances. qj 
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| es Mrs. Penn stated she would be perfectly willing to 
turn this letter over to the FBI. 


ACTION: 
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DO CW 


%. 


(1) This information was furnished to Supervisor Elmer 
Todd of the. Washington Field Office who was instructed to have an 
Agent immediately pick up the letter from lirs. Penn at 1622 
Upshur Street, Northwest, Washington, DVD. C., Telephone RA6-5658. 
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(2) Upon receipt of this letter instructions will 
be forwarded to the Atianta Division to have lirs. Lackey 
interviewed and the appropriate prosecutive wihetaines jx adv ised ; 
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into victims* automobile, kK ng 
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FBI WASH DC TELETYPE 


FBI ATLANTA . 
803PM EST 8/14/64 URSENT LG 
TO DIRECTOR (44-25873) 


OM ATLANTA (157-788) 4P 


“penvic) 
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ee 


| RE MY TELETYPE TODAY DESCRIBING CONFERENCE HELD BETWEEN ‘GSA United Stecs hi 
. a Miom!e Dieaeier OF JER IA 
FLoYD M. BUFORD, MBGA, AND SOLICITOR GENERAL CLETE D. JOHNS 
PROPOSED State PROSECUTION OF SU8JECIS FOR MURDER. 

DURING “ABOVE-MENTIONED CONFERENCE JOHNSON QUESTIONED WHETHER 
GOVERNMENT REALLY FELT IT HAD A GOOD CASE AGAINST SUBJECTS. HE 

it “BuReau OF INVEST 9a 

INDICATED SHERIFF SEAGRAVES OF MADISON COUNTY AND ee AGENTS WERE Lb 
WORRIED ABOUT HAVING FILED MURDER WARRANTS WITHOUT BENEFIT OF FULL 
> ‘ei 
INFORMATION IN THE CASE. JOHNSON ALSO SAID SHERIFF HAD HEARD THAT 


LACKEY WAS A MENTAL CASE AND THAT HE HAD BEEN INVOLVED IN A PRIOR 


/ROBBERY IN ATHENS. 
FOLLOWING ABOVE CONFERENCE AND AT JOHNSON 'S REQUEST, BUREAU _ 


AGENTS ACCOMPANIED BY SOLICITOR JOyNEON TWO G2I RE OPPS a " g 
F : 


SEAGRAVES READ LACKEY'S CONFESSION IN THE wees LACKEY. 


21 me 27 1084 
PROMISES HAD oan. F TO. HIM AND THAT HE WOULD TESTIFY FOR THE 


END PAGE ONE =. iat Oe 
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po oe THAT THE’ FACT > WERE ST RUE, THAT NO THRE EhTs oR 
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STATE TO THE CONTENTS OF HIS SIGNED STATEMENT. LACKEY DENIED HAVING 
a IN A MENTAL INSTITUTION OR HAVING BEEN INVOLVED IN ANY ROBBERY. 
RE 4Y AIRTEL AUGUST SEVEN REFLECTING THAT USA BUFORD HAD 
EXPRESSED DOU3TS ABOUT JOHNSON'S ABILITY TO HANDLE PROSECUTION OF AN 
IMPORTANT CASE. IN THIS CONNECTION USA BUFORD TODAY INFORMED SAC, 
ATLANTA, THAT JOHNSON IS HONEST 8UT ONLY A MEDIOCRE PROSECUTOR. HE 
HAS NO CONFIDENCE IN JOHNSON'S ABILITY TO HANDLE TRIAL OF THIS CASE 


oe 
ie 
** 


AND HE HAS SO INFORMED ST. JOHN BARRETT, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION, WITH 


tETHE REQUEST THAT BARRETT SO INFOR™4 BURKE MARSHALL. 

BUFORD SAID It! HIS CONFERENCE WITH JOHNSON TODAY HE ASSURED 
JOHNSON THAT THIS WAS AN EXCELLENT MURDER CASE AND BUF@RD FELT 
AFTER TALKING TO LACKEY ON AUS'ST THIRTEEN IM CONNECTION WITH 
LACKEY "S HEARING BEFORE USC THAT LACKEY HAD TOLD THE TRUTH, WOULD 
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STICK TO IT AND WOULD MAKE A GOOD WITNESS. JOHNSON THEN REMARKED TO 
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BUFORD THAT THIS WAS A NIGHTY BIG CASE AND HE FELT HE WOULD NEED 
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| HELP IN PROSECUTION OF IT. BUFORD TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO IMPRESS ON 


r 
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“ u ’ ‘ 


JOHNSON THE NEED FOR OBTAINING A WELL-QUALIFIED SPECIAL PROScCUTOR. 


75° ’ 
: ‘ ° 


HE TOLD JOHNSON THE LATTER WOULD BE A FOOL TO TRY THIS CASE BY HIMSELF. 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 


HE SUGGESTED JOHNSON SELECT A WELL-QUALIFIED ATTORNEY TO ASSIST HIM - 
AND THEREAFTER REQUEST THAT THE SOVERNOR OR THE GEORGIA ATTORNEY GENERAL 


APPOINT SUCH LAWYER AS A SPECIAL ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL TO. 
SSIST IN THE TRIAL. JOHNSON INDICATED HE WOULD CALL BUFORD TO 

) 

DISCUSS THE CHOICE OF SUCH AN ASSISTANT AND AFTER THIS LAWYER HAS 


4 
Daas .” ‘ 


BEEN IDENTIFIED, BUFORD WILL CALL THE GOVERNOR AND URGE HIS 


tad thy c aieee O08 e, A _ 7. 1B % Cs ate 09 °@ obs /. ge 


APPOINTMENT AS A SPECIAL ASSISTANT. BUFORD INTENDS TO SEE JOHNSON 


..@ 
. : 
eS: 


ME pre 
4: 


3 | NEXT WEEK RE OBTAINING A SPECIAL PROSECUTOR AND WILL PURSUE THIS 
: | To INSURE THAT CASE IS WELL HANDLED FOR THE PROSECUTION. BUFORD 
| SAID AS A MATTER OF POLITICS THE GOVERNOR WILL UNDOUBTEDLY APPOINT 


i 


THE ATTORNEY SUGGESTED BY JOHNSON AND BUFORD WILL, THEREFORE, 
es WITH JOHNSON TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT A CAPASLE LAWYER IS 
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INAMED IN JOHNSON’S REQUEST TO THE GOVERNOR. 


FOR BUREAU’S INFORMATION AGENTS WHO CONFERRED WITH JOHNSON 
TODAY ARE ALARMED AT THE PROSPECT OF JOHNSON*’S HANDLING THIS CASE 
WITHOUT ASSISTANCE. JOHNSON APPEARED TO GE INEFFECTIVE, VACILLAT- 


Paty 
are 


Lone AND FEARFUL OF HANDLING THIS CASE. HE ALSO EXPRESSED DOUBT 
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ABOUT ABILITY TO FIND A JURY IN MADISON CO. WHICH WILL CONVICT 
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WHITE MEN FOR KILLING A NEGRO. IN VIEW OF THESE OBSERVATIONS BY 
END PASE THREE 
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Pail PAUP 
Il our AGENTS AS WeLL AS BUFORD'S DOUBTS ABOUT JOHNSON’S ABILITY, 
IT WOULD APPBAR TO BE IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE BUREAU, THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND THE STATE OF GA. IF BUFORD PURSUES THE 
PLAN OUTLINED BY HIM FOR SECURING COMPETENT ASSISTANCE FOR JOHNSON. 


FOR THIS REASON THIS MATTER WILL 8£ FOLLOWED WITH BUFORD WITHOUT 
INJECTING THE BUREAU INTO HIS EFFORTS IN THIS REGARD. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, USM, MDGA, ADVISED HE WAS TODAY 
MOVING ALL FOUR SUBJECTS TO BIBB CO. JAIL, MACON, GA. 
END 
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UNITED STATES ERNMENT 


M saan 


ir. Ve C. Sullivan Ni 


FROM wir. D. J. Brennan — 


Oo 


SUBJECT TIERDERT GUEST, ET AL.; 


| 


I 
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LT. COLONEL LEMUEL A. PENN; 
DECEASED, ET AL. - VICTINS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


At the request of the General Investigative Division 
Liaison contacted the Department of the Arny to determine if the 
two victims accompanying Penn at the time of his murder on 7-11-64 
could be returned to active duty for the period 8-24-64 through 
9-4-64; transported to Fort Gordon, Gcorgia, under Army security; 
housed at Fort Gordon, Georgia, during the trial; and afforded security 
by Army while travelling between the courthouse and the fort. 


This matter was discussed with Me. Frank Bartimo, Assistant 
General Counsel (ilanpower), Office of the Sccrctary of Defense. 
Bartimo referred the matter to_Secretury of the Army.Ailes. Colonel 
George S. Blanchard, military assistant to Sccretary Ailes, contacted 
Liaison and advised that it was Ailes’ decision that arrangement 
cauld be made for the witnesscs to be boused at Fort Gordon, Cégrgia, 
and afforded protection while on that basc, Also, neccessary 
instructions would be issucd to pernit the witnesses to wear their 


\juniforms during this period, Coldnel Mishel advised that it was 


Ailes' opinion that it_would be improper for Army to transport: the 


witnesses from liashington to Fort Gordon and between the fort and 
the courtroon. 


In view of Ailes’ decision this matter was referred up to 

the Defcnse level to the office of Joscph A. Califano, Jr., Special 
Assistant to the Secretary of Defense. Califano was out of the building 
with the Secretary and Liaison contacted his military aide who advised 
that Califano was inclined to agree with the Army position and felt 
that the Bureai’ could arrange transportation to Fort Gordon and to 

d from the courtroom; that while the Bureau may lack legal authority 
for this the Army would have no legal basis itself for such action. 
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FBI 
Date: 8/19/64 


(Type in plaintext or code) 
AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-25873) 
: SAC,—ATLANTA (157-788) (P) 


SUBJE Ormvsc) 

— 

Re letter from Assistant Director J. J. CASPER to 
Director, 8/8/64, Atlanta teletype to Bureau, 8/18/64, and 
telephone call from Bureau Supervisor W. L. MARTINDALE, 
8/18/64. 


« 
.e 


Enclosed herewith are five (5) copies of letterhead 
memo concerning the allegation that an interview had with 
irs. JAMES S. LACKEY by FBI Agents on 7/29/64 caused her 

to have a miscarriage. It is pointed out to the Bureau 

that the word "miscarriage" was not used and no reference 
was made to the word "miscarriage" in the interview with Mrs. 
LACKEY on 8/18/64. This approach was taken in view of the 
fact that the original allegation concerning the miscarriage 
came from JAMES S. LACKEY and not from Mrs. LACKEY. It was 
felt that to use the word "miscarriage" or make reference t 

a “miscarriage” in the interview with Mrs. LACKEY would ser 
no real purpose and would possibly sow the seed in her mind 
that she could blame the FBI if she did in fact have a 
miscarriage. 


It is felt that to definitely resolve whether 
Mrs. LACKEY did or did not have a miscarriage subsequent 


to the interview had with her by Agents on 29/64 would \. 
require an interview with of Athens ' 
Georgia, her physician. As inte ve referenced pti cae 


4etter of Asst. Director J. 
felt advisable to interview 
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‘tn view of the above and based upon the signed . 
statement of Mrs. LACKEY, 8/18/64, which it is believed 
-would refute any allegation concerning a “miscarriage", no 
further action is being taken in this matter, eee 
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HERBERT GUEST; ET AL 


A signed stntement was taken from Mrs. LACKEY at 
Clermont, Georgia, on August 18, 1964, in which she indicated 
that she had been treated With "kindness and consideration" 
when interviewed by FBI Agents on July 29, 1964. She further 
indicated in this signed statement that on the occasion of 
her interview on July 29, 1964, she had lied to FBI Agents 
and consequently had suffered pangs of conscience. She 
indicated that as a result of having told falsehoods to 
the interviewing Agents that she had gotten sick and had to 
go to bed. ) 


Additional information furnished by Mrs. LACKEY 
at the time she provided this signed statement on August 18, 
1964, reflected that she suspected her husband might be 
involved in the murder of LEMUEL PENN, consequently, worried 
considerably about this matter even to the point of waking 
up at night crying because of her concern. She stated she 
noted a definite change in her husband, that he seemed 
quiet, and that his appetite had been affected. 


Mrs. LACKEY said she worricd “right smart™ about 
her husband and that she felt sick and nervous, worrying 
about his possible involvement in this crime. 


Mrs. LACKEY reiterated her previous statement to 
the effect that when interviewed by the FBI on July 29, 1964, 
she had been treated well and that the Agents had conducted 
themselves in a gentlemanly manner. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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®, STATES DEPARTMENT OF Ooi: 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Atlanta, Georgia 
August 19, 1964 


HERBERT GUEST; 

JAMES SPERGON LACKEY, 
also known as James . 
Spurgeon Lackey ; 

CECIL WILLIAN MYERS; 
JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS; 
Lieutenant Colonel 

LEMUEL A. PENN, Deceased, 
U. S. Army Reserve Serial 
Number 0348661, 
Lieutenant Colonel 

JOIN DANIEL HOWARD, 

U. S. Army Reserve Serial 
Number 0439939, 

Major CHARLES E. BROWN, 
U. S. Army Keserve Scrial 
Number 01307648 - VICTIMS 
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During the course of this investigation it was 
necessary for Special Agents of the FBI to weg ab te Mrs. 
JAMES S,. \LACKEY (ADDIE LORETTA). = ar ‘or. “— S SPERGON. 
LACKEY, on July 29, 1964. eS a 

f S hee 

On August 6, 1964, JAME Ss. “LACKEY advised FBI 
Agents that Mrs. LACKEY was ill and that the doctor had 
diagnosed her illness as a miscarriage. According to Mr. 
LACKEY, the doctor asked Mrs. LACKEY, "Who scared you?” to 
which Mrs. LACKEY replied, "The FBI's." Mr. LACKEY implied 
that his wife's difficulty had resulted from iit Jean 


of her by FBI Agents on July 29, 1964. 


On August 7, 1964, affidavits were obtained from 
the two FBI Agents who interviewed Mrs. LACKEY in which 
they refuted this allegation. 
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UNITED STATES Ga?'s ©RNMENT 


Memorandum 


Mr. Rosen JA DATE: August 21, 1964 
l = Mr. Rosen 


Ge L. McGow i l = Mr. Malley 

- 1 - Mr. McGowan 
HERBERTCUEST, ET AL. a mee te poy | 
LT. COL, LEMUEL A, PENN ° 


(DECEASED) ET AL. - VICTIMS 1 - Liaison Section 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


This is to advise of telephone conversations en the evening mW 
of 8-21-64, with SAC Joseph Ponder of the Atlanta Office involving 
the appearance of Major Charles.Edward ‘Brown and Lt. Col. John 
David floward before a local grand jury in Danielsville, Georgia: 
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BACKGROUND: 

oo 

SAC Ponder advised that a real problem will exist if the Army 

is unable to provide housing for Brown and Howard while they are in 
Georgia. In connection with transporting these witnesses to Fort Gordon 
fr wherever they are going to stay) and the daily transportation to and 
from the County Courthouse, SAC Ponder strongly recommends that 
Bureau Agents not be utilized. He has been in touch with Solicitor 
General Clete Johnson and has been informed by Johnson that the 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBD will furnish whatever trans 
portation is necessary for these witnesses. The local prosecutor 
desires to avoid any more Federal participation than is absolutely 
necessary. If Agents transport these witnesses back and forth, it 
will appear that the FBlis "nursing" local authorities. 
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SAC Ponder further pointed out that there was always the 
possibility that some idiot in the area would attempt to harm Brown 
or Howard, and if such an incident happened, it would be better if the 
protection of these witnesses was the sole responsibility of GBL 
Furthermore, SAC Ponder felt it would not be advisable for the 
same reason to have an Agent accompany GBI while the witnesses... 
are be tr orted. 4 _ ” wa | 

o i REC-1 MCT’9 / vw a Lm BRT PIAS — A 
Ponder has received a commitment from the Governor's 
Office that, if necessary, state funds-will*bé“made available to cover 


» AUG 241964 


Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: HERBERT GUEST, ET AL. 


the transportation costs of Howard and Brown; however, as a practical 
matter, it will not be possivie to forward the money prior to the travel 
time and therefore the witnesses will be reimbursed when they arrive at 
court, 3 


As to the time of travel of Howard and Brown, SAC Ponder 
recommended that they take Eastern Air Lines Flight 665 leaving 
Washington at 10:15 a.m., 8-24-64, and arriving at Augusta at 11:32 a. m, 
Augusta is only 12 miles from Fort Gordon. This is the only "decent" 
flight from Washington to Augusta. There are several flights from 
Washington to Atlanta which they could take and which would involve 
a three and one-half hour drive to Fort Gordon. In any event, GBI Agents 
will be available to transport them at their convenience. 
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Memorandum 


/ FROM 
eas 


On August 19, 1964, at 10:00 a.m., Mr. Paul Valentine of the 
"Atlanta Journal" called and said there was a story on the front page of the “Atlanta 


Constitution" that the FBI had given Herbert Guest a birthday cake on July 31, 1964, 
seven days before they arrested him for the murder of Lieutenant Colonel Penn. 
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ay seach that according to the "Constitution" article, this information 
came from Mrs est. She said that the men at the garage were shocked whcn two 
FBI Agents appeared with a white frosted cake with pink candles and one red candle. 
Guest was not at the garage, but later on‘Agents saw him on the street and wished him 
a happy birthday. Mrs. Guest who gave the story to the "Atlanta Constitution" said that 
she thought it was a way of the Agents letting Guest know that they knew all about him. 
She said she did not let Guest eat the cake because she did not know what the FBI men 
may have put in it. She wrapped the cake in waxed paper, put it in the freezer, and it 
has become a major curiosity. 
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Mr. Valentine said that he had called the Resident Agency at Athens and 
the office at Atlanta and they made no comment. 
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A check here at the Bureau fails to reflect that we knew anything o oe 


— --. 


about the cake. 


br, 
A «21: the Atlanta Office and talked to ASAC Stewart. Stewart 
s aid that he had received several press inquiries on this matter and that he answered 


them all with no comment. 
Ex 1m REC. 65 ey yy - @ fee es zB! 


Stewart said that it is true that two Agents did give Guest a cake as 
outlined in the article. He was asked whether or not the Bureau knew about this or 
whether Assistant Director Casper knew about this. Stewart said he did not know but 
would check into the matter. (Assistant Director Casper is out of the city on Annual 
Leave. ) Te told Stewart to determine the identity of the two Agents that gave 
Guest the cake and determine their reasons for so doing and whether or not they b< 
advised their superiors in this matter. Stewart said that the Atlanta Agentthat was 
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DeLoach to Mohr Memo, 8/19/64 
RE: PENVIC 


assigned to cover Guest was on Annual Leave and he would try to locate him. 
The other Agent was from New York and he would attempt to se ecerr his identity. 
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. FBI WASH DC 


FBI ATLANTA 
114 EST URGENT 8/19/64 MRB 
TQ DIRECTOR 


ROH ATLANTA 157-788 
PENVIC - 


REBUTEL CALL AUGUST NINETEEN INSTANT. THE AUGUST 
NINETEENTH ISSUE OF ATLANTA CONSTITUTION CARRIES ARTICLE 
STATING FBI GAVE AWAY A BIRTHDAY CAKE IN ITS SEARCH FOR THE 
KILLERS OF NEGRO EDUCATOR LEMUEL PENN. ARTICLE QUOTED 

~*HERBERT GUEST'S WIFE BLANCHE’ AS STATING CAKE PRESENTED TO 
GUEST BY TWO FBI AGENTS JULY THIRTYONE LAST, GUEST’S THIRTY 


PY pe doe 
SEVENTH BIRTHDAY. FURTHER THAT HERBER TQ0EST LATER TOLD BLANCHE ‘3 


EC- 65. < * Tdee of 
TWO FBI MEN MET HIM ON STREET AND TOLD HIM — Yas LEFT A CAKE fied ten 


16 AUG 25 1964 


ARTICLE QUOTES FRIEND OF GUEST AS STATING HE BELIEVED eo 


IT WAS JUST THE FBI°S ‘WAY OF LETTING GUEST KNOW THEY KNEW ALL 
ABOUT HOM. wahoo, 3 ALSO CONTAINS STATEMENT OF MRS. GUEST THAT 
UF a, °.04 


SHE WAS ‘lane MEMBERS OF KU KLUX KLAN HUNG AROUND THE GARAGE Sen ’ Ze, 
AT NIGHT dnb’ FACT THAT HERBERT GUEST VOLUNTARILY TURNED OVER FIVE: 4 


AND SAID “HAPPY BIRTHDAY, HERBERT” Ex 109 


Sig 
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PAGE TWO 

REVIEW OF CASE DISCLOSES EACH OF PRIME SUSPECTS WERE 
ASSIGNED TO TWO AGENTS TO CONDUCT COMPLETE AGGRESSIVE BACK- 
GROUND INVESTIGATION PREPATORY TO INTERVIEWING SUSPECTS TO 
DETERMINE THEIR ALIBIS FOR PERIOD OF TIME WHEN VICTIM PENN 
WAS KILLED JULY ELEVEN LAST. HERBERT GUEST ASSIGNED TO 
SA°S WILLIAM J. WATRY OF ATLANTA OFFICE AND ARTHUR S. HAMILTON 
OF NEW YORK OFFICE. 

SA WATRY, ON ANNUAL LEAVE , WAS TELEPHONICALLY QUESTIONED 

~* CONCERNING THIS REPORTED INCIDENT. HE STATED THAT DURING THEIR 

INVESTIGATION AS IT RELATED TO GUEST HE WAS INTERVIEWED ON 
FIVE DIFFERENT DATES BETWEEN JULY TWENTYNINE AND AUGUST SIX 
LAST CONCERNING HIS PARTICIPATION IN CASE. INVESTIGATION 
AND INTERVIEWS WERE DIRECTED TO MAINTAINING GUEST°S COMPLETE 
COOPERATION AS NO PHYSICAL EVIDENCE WAS AVAILABLE TO LINK 
GUEST DIRECTLY WITH THE CRIME AT THAT TIME AND IT WAS NECESSARY 
TO MAINTAIN GUEST IN A FRAME OF MIND THAT HE WOULD CONTINUE TO 


TALK TO AGENTS IN ORDER THAT EVERY BIT OF INFORMATION IN HIS 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE | ; 


POSSESSION COULD BE ELICITEB. THE SUCCESS OF THIS TECHNIQUE WAS 
PROVEN INASMUCH AS GUEST FURNISHED DAMAGING INFORMATION ON 
OTHER THREE SUBJECTS BY GIVING DATA THAT HELPED BREAK THEIR 
ALIBIS AND LED TO EVENTFUAL CONFESSION OF SUBJECT LACKEY, 
WHO IMPLICATED ALL FOUR PERSONS. 

' GUEST WAS INTERVIEWED ON JULY TWENTYNINE AND JULY THIRTY. 
ON EVENING OF JULY THIRTYONE SA WATRY ADVISED HE AND SA HAMILTON 
ON THEIR OWN INITIATIVE PAID A VISIT TO GUEST’S GARAGE FOR 
PURPOSE OF DELIVERING AN INEXPENSIVE CAKE, BEING AWARE OF FACT IT 

. WAS GUEST'S BIRTHDAY, AND WITH INTENT OF MAINTAINING THE 
EXCELLENT COOPERATION GUEST HAD MANIFESTED UP TO THAT TIME. 
GUEST HAD ALREADY FURNISHED KEY INFORMATION AND AGENTS FELT IT 
WAS PARAMOUNT TO MAINTAIN THIS CONTINUING RELATIONSHIP. GUEST 
WAS NOT AT THE GARAGE THAT PARTICULAR EVENING SO THE CAKE WAS LEFT 
WITH EMPLOYEES OF GARAGE. SUBSEQUENTLY WHEN GUEST WAS LATER 
INTERVIEWED ON AUGUST THREE HE THANKED AGENTS FOR THEIR 
KINDNESS AND THOUGHTFULNESS AND STATED HE HAD EATEN THE CAKE. 
AS POINTED OUT THE RELATIONSHIP WITH GUEST CONTINUED TO 

BE MAINTAINED UNTIL HIS ARREST ON AUGUST SIX LAST ALONG WITH 
OTHER SUBJECTS. 
END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 
ABOVE SET FORTH AS MATTER OF INFORMATION FOR BUREAU AND ANY 


INQUIRIES MADE BY PRESS CONCERNING THIS INCIDENT BEING ANSWEREED 
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WITH NO COMMENT. 


FILE IN THIS CASE REFLECTS 
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SAC, ATLANTA (157-788) 
DIRECTOR, F BI 


@ 'PENVIC - 
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REURTEL THREE ZERO TWO PM THIS DATE, 
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IMMEDIATELY SUBMIT LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM SUITABLE 


Quy ats 
” ” 


.. FOR DISSEMINATION AND OBTAIN AFFIDAVITS FROM THE AGENTS .. ~ 
‘SPECIFICALLY ANSWERING EACH ALLEGATION REPORTEDLY MADE 
BY LACKEY TO:HIS ATTORNEY. 
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_ FROM ST. LOUIS 7157-5S0/ /\¥ ’ / Mise Gante__. 

‘SPenvic ™ : bac “ UL —— 
RE TELEPHONE CALL From WASHINGTON FJELDSSEODAYS, | 

‘LT. COL+ JOHN DANIEL HOWARD, SHERATON JEFFERSOME MOTE 2d 


+ e 1 


ST-e LOUIS» MOes ADVISED HE IS LEAVING STe LOUIS AUGUST: ZWEgSYT WO. ~ 


“se 
NEXT,» AeMes ARRIVING WASHINTONs DeCes AUGUST TWENTY THREB» =. “« 


ae 
-% 


HE IS WILLING TO RETURN TO GEORGIA TO TESTIFY AT ANY PROCEEDINGS 
NECESSARY. HOWEVER, HE STATED THAT AS A RESULT OF FIVE DAY _ 
CONVENTION IN ST.» LOUIS HE HAS NO FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR TRIP TO 
GEORGIA AND CANNOT GO UNLESS FUNDS ARE SUPPLIED TO HIM. 


HE WAS APPRAISED OF SUBPOENA. HE STATED HE HAS NO FRIENDS OR 


RELATIVES IN ATLANTA OR ELSEWHERE IN GEORGIA AND HAS NO PLACE TO ie 


THERE. HE STATED THAT IF FUNDS ARE SUPPLIED HIMs HE WILL RETURN 
GEORGIA, STAYING AT ANY PLACE DEEMED ADVISABLEs HOWEVER, HE 
REINTERATED THAT HE KNEW NO ONE THERE AND DID NOT KNOW WHERE TO GO- 

HE SUGGESTED HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO STAY ON A MILITARY POST IN GEORGIA. 
LT. COL+ HOWARD HIGHLY COMMENDED THE BUREAU FOR ITS EFFORTS IN THIS CA: 
END 
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TO Mr. Belmont A 


1 ef 


SUBJECT: HERBERT GUEST, ET AL. 
LEMUEL A, PENN McGowan 
(DECEASED) - VICTIM’ Martindale 


CIVIL RIGHTS Hines - fEse 
bys fea Fr Kc 


James S. Lackey, one of the four subjects arrested by the 
Bureau in connection with the killing of Lt. Col. Lemuel A, Penn, 
alleged to Bureau Agents on 8/6/64 that his wife suffered a 
miscarriage and that this resulted from her interview by FBI Agents 
on 7/29/64. Mrs. Lackey was interviewed by Agents on 7/29/64 and 
provided a false alibi for her husband during the time of the killing. 
She also admitted membership in-the Ladies Auxiliary of the Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan (KKKK). The Agents have submitted affidavits 
that Mrs. Lackey was treated with the utmost respect during the 
interview, and when she was encouraged to relax during the interview, 
she replied that she was relaxed. This information will be included 
when pertinent data concerning the investigation is furnished local 
authorities for their assistance in prosecuting the subjects on i 


DeLoach 
Belmont 
Rosen 
Malley 


ad fend feat rd fend fed ed 
MA @p 5 


murder charges. 


os 
sy 
a 
né . 
= 
Sa, 
be A . 
7. + 
a 
“a 
‘+ . 
fs" 
ay : 
3 


gate 
H 


L 


ear 


' == = -— —- ee & 


.? 
ae Mela 


.- a e 
? 


wee. . jem, “* 
at 0 S804 eB iae/y, 
.* ad ° _ —_* 


aif: 25 7 litte we 


CONTINUED = OVER, ‘y 


pes ' 04 
WLM/cac Ic 
(9) ,/S xenva V1 AUG 25 964 | SENT Director 
SEP 2 1964 Erase 


3U SEP 3 1964 oar nae Cee 


* * aay eae on 


<a .* 


»* : " ‘es te - “. 4 
‘ ~ t , A whi. i Fo Ay . 
+’ LY sh? >. eo”, °, é 


KR ifyite* 
. » #*e 5 
ft 4e 


Sig Pa 


¥ . Poy 


°, 
‘ AS 


—_ 


’ e447 re 


ee 
oe, : 
34 
S 
Sa 
Gx. 
FS 
c. 
ae 
av 
a 
3 
at 
Pet 
te ; 
BY | 
.*; 
‘2 


Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: HERBERT GUEST, ET AL. 


Subjects Sims and bBiyers are on one side of the cell block 
in the Clarke County Jail. They are in separate cells but are able 
to converse with each other, Lackey and Guest are in separate cells 
on the other side of the jail. They can converse with each other 
but cannot converse with Sims and Myers. Since being arrested, 
Lackey has been visited by his wife and mother and by Clarke Coupty 
Police Officer_Pau] Wages. The other subjects have been visited by 
members of their families and attorneys. 


At the time of the commitment hearing held before the U. §S. 
Commissioner, attorneys for the subjects stated that they did not 
want subjects to be contacted prior to the preliminary hearing which 
is now scheduled for 8/14/64. For this reason, we have not been in 
touch with Lackey to determine his present degree of cooperation; 
however, arrangements were made through the U. S. Karshal for Lackey'‘s 
family to visit him and take him cigaretteson the day after his arrest 
although this was not a regular visiting day. 


The U. S. Attorney (USA) intends to contact Lackey 8/13/64 
as a matter of preparation for the preliminary hearing and prior to 
seeing Lackey the USA is being contacted to discuss the importance of 
securing Lackey‘s continued cooperation. Discussions are also being 
) had with the USA concerning the feasibility of issuing subpoenas 

for potential witnesses in order that the Obstruction of Justice 
statute will apply if there should be any efforts made by the Kian to 
intimidate then. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: HERBERT GUEST, ET AL. 


A 1,360 page investigative report has been received from the 
Atlanta Office and will be furnished to the Department promptly upon 
completion of its review. The Atlanta Office is also preparing a 
summary of pertinent information to be turned over to the Solicitor 
) General who plans to present the case to the local grand jury 8/24/64. 
Atlanta has advised the Bureau of the portions of the investigative 
report which it is contemplated will be turned over to the State and 
this is presently. under review at the Bureau. 
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Memorandum 


: N, P, CALLAHAN 


sugject: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
LEMUEL A? PENN, DECEASED, ET AL - 
VICTIMS, CIVIL RIGHTS (PENVIC) 


In connection with the above case, there is set forth below estimated 
cost to the Bureau through close of business August 8, 1964, 
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The total estimated cost is $77, 218. A peak of 83 agents were assigned 
to this case and a total of 5,703 hours of unpaid overtime have been performed. 


Automobiles ( Bureau, rented and persqnally owned) have been driven an estimated 
90,611 miles, 
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ACTION: 


None. Informational. ee 
The 2 


1 - Mr. Belmont (sent direct) 

1 - Mr. Mohr (sent direct) 

1 - Mr. Rosen (sent direct) 

1 -Mr. DeLoach (sent direct) 

1 - Mr. Callahan (sent direct) 

1 - Mr. Hines, Room 2264 (sent direct) 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MLM PANDUM 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 8/13/64 
a\ FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (157-788) (P) 
i 


RE: HERBERT GUEST;¢ 
JAMES SPERGON ,LACKEY, aka; 
CECIL WILLIAM MYERS; 
JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS}: 
Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN, Deceased, USAR erial 
Number 0348661 ~<VICTIM. 
Col. JOHN DANIEL-HOWARD, USAR Serial Number 
0439939 - VICTIK-: 
Major CHARLES E. BROWN, USAR Serial Number 
01307648 - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS; NATIONAL FIREARMS ACT 
bb? — 


Re report of Atlanta, 8/11/64 


captioned as above. 


Enclosed herewith are five copies of letterhead 
memorandum suitable for dissemination, reflecting investi- 
gation conducted in conjunction with that set forth in 
referenced report. 


The following are the identitied of the individuals 
refer1:ed to by T Symbols in enclosed letterhead memorandun: 


(2 (2 - Bureau , 435) (RM) ° 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) Cb Jeri) with no segregable 


material availabic for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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UNI@DY STATES DEPARTMENT on@stice 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 


ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
July 17,1964 


RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN, Deceased 
USA SN 0348661 - VICTIM 


b%7r 
620 
aqaviseqd on 


uly 16, 1964, he had determinec e identity o e Negro family 
residing near Center Community where a cross-burning had occurred 
prior to the arrest of DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS on June 21, 1964, 
at Athens eorgia He stated the Negro family involved was 

that of a +. resides in a small house on a black- 
top road nortneast o he LittYe Valley Baptist Church in Center 
Community. After this cross-burning incident, and 

his family did not spend another night at the house and moved 

his personal belongings to the residence of his-father in 

nearby Center Community. 
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This source could not furnish any information as 
to the identity of the individuals responsible for the shooting 
of Lt. Colonel LEMUEL A. PENN in Madison County, Georgia, on 
July 11, 1964. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
4s loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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i STATES DEPARTMENT Wy srice 


. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
July 15, 1964 


RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN, Deceased 
USA SN 0348661 - VICTIM 


bap 


urnished the Perrowing initor on on July » 1904: 


\/ 
DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS, together with his wife, 
have been Seige a An the Cefiter Community area for severa bo. 
say duvirg whick tine /PHILLIPS worked as a mechanic oe 
who owns a ‘garage™“in Center Communi: qd during w 

HILLIPS lived in a house owned ee Taere is some / J ie 
indication. of a ccnsiderable amount of farLtiing takires place 
at Warren's Garag2 or in that vicinity and there is sor- 
indicaticn tnat individuals there are engarzed in the iliegal 
sale=cf liquor, possibly mconshin=. This Source had no infozxma- 
t Lor: that DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS was actually engaged in suc 


ectivity but the possibility exist<¢d in view of his clos: 
asscvilation and former employment with 


PHILLIPS left the emplcy of CED = oun 
nreis.maszime and is now residirg in a hous? nearly actross the b 


ai rrom the Little Valley Negro Baptist Cnurch in Cént-> 
mraunity. He is now emplcyed a* an unkr.cwn garage ir. Athens, 
Gecrgla and drives a late model white Cadiliac which hs has 
covaired only recently. 


C 
C: 


The Scurce said ther2= is a considerable anount 


cf Ku Flux Klan acuivisw seente:r Community. It was che bdelicf Lb? 
ef the Source that fo> whom DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS. 
wes fcomrezly employs onz Of the leaders of the Klax 


ac“%ivity in that community bat the Source did not know if PHILLIPS 
hinsslf was a member of the Klan . 
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This Source stated DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS was 
arrested in Athens, Georgia, in June, 1964. Prior to the time of 
this arres>, there was a cross-burning at the residence ofa . 
local Negro family living in Center Community which had occurred 
on a Saturday or Sunday night. The residence was believed fa be in 
the immediate vicinity of the house occupied by PHILLIPS and his 
wife and there was a rumor that DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS had caused 
the cross *o be burned at this residence as the result of a Negro 
male cf that family having been observed around the residence 
Of Mrs. PHILLIPS at the time her husband was not at home. The 
Scurce said shat after the incident, he had heard that the cross- 
burning nad mistakenly been placed at this Negro's home and the 
incident whicn allegedly had caused it, related to the use of 
party-line telephones with the subscrivders being both white and 
Negro. j 


es 


This Source had no information as to the identity of 
any individuels who had perpetrated the murder of Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. 
TENN the: early morning of July 11, 19€4, at Madison County, Georgia 
aad hed nce information which would indicate that DENVER WILLIS 
PHILLIPS was implicated in any manner with this murcer. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 

tne FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loan¢ui vc your agency; it and its contents are not to be distri- 
wuizd outside your Sgency. 
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un@y STATES DEPARTMENT of stick 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ATLANTA, GEORSIA 
July 15, 1964 


RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
Lt. Colonel LEMUEL A. PENN, Deceased 
USA SN 0348661 - VICTIM 


on July 13, 1964, furnishec 
Ollowing information: ‘ £20 


*-e 


- the exception o aving read a 
newSspayver accouw approximately one month ago indicating PHILLIPS 
had been arrested in connection with a shooting at a house in 
Athens, Georgia, the Source knew of nothing indicating DENVER 
WILLIS PHILLIPS had ever been involved in any trouble. 


The Source stated information had come to Source's 
attention shortly after lunch-time on July 13, 19€4, that 
Mrs. DENVER PHILLIPS had allegedly been in North Carolina the 
entire day of July 12,1964 


This Source could not furnish any information as 
to the identity cf the individuals responsible for the shooting 
of LS. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN in Madison County, Georgia, on 
vuly li, 1964. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
scr.slusicns of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loar.c¢d to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distrituted outside your agency. 
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on STATES DEPARTMENT Bo sricz 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
July 15, 19€4 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
Lt. Colcnel LEMUEL A. PENN, Deceased 
USA SN 0348661 - VICTIM 


} aes i. ae ’ a 
° , 


re Va eo 


urnished the following information on July 15, 


The Source knew that DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS had 
.residedjJ in C-=nter Ccmmunity for a considerable period of time 
ard that ne and his wife had-lefv for a short period cf time 
arour.d Dezember, 1963, when PHILLIPS left the employment at 
Jce Waxren's Garage where he had been engaged as a mechanic. 
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Aftzer teirg gene two cr three weéks diring whicr. 
tins PHILLIPS was celieved to be in Commerce, Georzia, PHILLIPS, 
his wife ard other members of the PHILLIPS family returned tc Sake 
up r<eSiden-e in Center Ccmmurity again. Tne Scurce stated t= 
K5 Klux Klan was attivs in Center Community srea and that b7< 
We whom PHILLIPS had werted for three years, was acuare 
f a.. work, This Source hsd ro informaticn as to wh:ther or 
rot DENVER WILLIS PHILLIPS was a m2mber cf the Ku Klux Klan o> 


acSive in Klén work. 
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Tnis Source could not furnish any informsticn as ts 
ve Adsntity of the individuei cr individuals responsible for ths 


sicoting of Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN in Madison Ccunty, veorgia, 
Ce: July ii, 1964, 

This decument contains neither recommendations ncs 
comeiusions of ths FBI. It is the prcrerty of the FBI ard is icaned 
tc your azency; is and its contents are net to be distribuved 
outside your agency. 
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UNIRD STATES DEPARTMENT OFC YSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION — 


ATLANTA, GFORGIA 
July 15, 1964 


RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN, Deceased 
USA: SN 0348661 - VICTIM 
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urnisned the following information: 
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This Source said that on the evening of July 6 or 
July 7, 1964, a group of Ku Klux Klansmen jumped a Negro who 
was alighting from a bus as a result of allegedly having heard 
some Negroes were coming into town in connection with the Ly, 
Racial demonstrations. The Source said t this. group Co 
of alleged Klansmen were HOWARD SIMS and the latter 
living on Georgia. urce heard that 
the Negro bus ride joe Lrom the Ku Klux ansmen, ran 
down the highway and HOWARD SIMS took a sawed-off shotgun and shot 
at the fleeing Negro. The Source h3d no information as to the 
identity of the Victim Negro or whether or not he had been struck 
by any of the shotgun pellets. 


me 
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This Source further adised information had been 
received that a group of white boys, who were from the vicinity 
of Good Hope, Georgia, on the evening of Saturday, July 11, 1964, 
at a theater in Monroe, Georgia, had become involved in an 
incident which resulted in some harassment of some Negroes who 
had been in the vicinity at the time. This Source 8aid this 
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same group on Sunday, July 12, 1964, at a service station in. 
Good Hope, Georgia, had beatened an unknown fourteen-year old 
Negro causing the Victims leg and arm to be broken. 


This Gocracnt: cditains ‘neither recommendations 
nor conclusisns of the FBI. .It is the property of the FBI and 


is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Deleted under exemption(s) _ bax) £0200) with no segregable 


material available for releasc to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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UNSUBS; 
LT..COL, LEMUEL A, PENN 


This source cculd not furnish any information 
as t2 the identity of the individuals respcnsible for the 
shooting of Lt. Colonel LEMUEL A, PENN, Madison County, 
Tfeorgia, on July 1l, 1964, 


This document contains xcéeithér recommendations 
nor concJusiors of the FBI, It is the property of the 
FBI and is lca:ed to your agency; it and its contents 

re not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Deleted under exemption(s) Ohne + bray with no segregable 


material availabic for releasc to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the matcrial to the FBI. 
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UNITE» STATES DEPARTMENT OF SUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION — 


Atlanta, Georgia 
July 28, 198) 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
&. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN, Deceased 
USA SN 0348661 - VICTIM 


420 


, furnishsd the following 
rmation on July 24, 1964: 


Source advised that he knows Hoyers 
ring jieade ft: ne~s Ky Kix KI: 
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curcs ffurther advised thar Sims is capable o 
r2icading ary type of shetgun, ristcl or rifie shell as he has 
all of she neccesary equipment in his home. 
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Sour = stated that it was his inf<crmation that 
Flan m:etiugs 2:. Oflethtrp2 County were held in the Comminity 
Civ.o hous. Ln Crawt'erd, Georgia but that he iid not kmow the 


leatershiy of thas grour. 
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seurce mace the -bservatirn thas he was of the 
Wspisnica" thas at l+-ass 1°) memberz of the Ki Klux Klan have 
Sareea eff shetgu:s anc thas Howard Sims had tsen doing the 
Worn ci. these guns.Scuawsaimitted thats this was an "opinion" 
ard scv.ld aot te sj} ecifa= as to the: reliability of this 
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Thnlé Sturs2 ciuli net fur. ish any 1.formation as 
, of she t::dividuals responsible for the shootirg 
emzel] A. Penn in Madissn County, Cscrgia, cn | 
2, 1364. S--arce also advisec that he ild sot desire 
o testify in court. 


+5 = ewe = 


we FT 
? ' “* 


This dccvmsns contains reither r-sommendations nor 
Gorslusicns cf the FBI. It is the property °f the FBI a::d 
is l-ai.ed to your agensy; it and its contexts are not to 
be distriputed cutside ycur agency. 
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In connection with efforts to develop the 
identities of persons participating in Ku Klux Klan 
activities, a physical surveillance was maintained from 
8:30 p.m. to 12:30 p.m., July 12, 1964, at Oconee Lake in 
Oconee County, Georgia, where a Ku Klux Klan Meeting was 
allegedly taking place. At that time, certain tag numbers 
of cars were observed by Special Agents of the FBI. These 
tag numbers were checked through the files of the Bureau of 
Motor Vehicles, State of Georgia, by Investigative Clerk 
Marion W. Davis, on July 15, 1964. 
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The following concerns certain individuais whcse 
tag numbers were observed and checked as set forth above: 


Tag number 62-W-2, listed oa SPe 
Route 1, Canon, Georgia. 
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, Tag number 84-18, listed to Mrs. Goldie C. 
. Turner, Route 1, Hull, Georgia 
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Tag number 51-A-203, listed to 
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advised on July 12, 1962, that on July 7, 0 
1962, one was seen by him at a Klan rally 
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Tag Number 134-J-86 bIe 


CES ce scrivea as b7. 
white farmers from near Vv e, orgia, in Oconee County, 


were interviewed by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in July, 1946, concerning their knowledge of 
the shooting of several Negroes in Monroe, Georgia. These 
individuals claimed to have no knowledge of this matter, 
and they both expressed the opinions that they thought the 
lynching of Negroes was a good thing since it kept them 

in their place. 
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furnished the following irformation: 
This source advised Hie another resident of the 
Cerster Community, one indicated that Denver 
Phillics was a membe vue AU KRiux kK 
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Sourse also stated that information had been recsived 
avcus Jaly 3 or 4, 1964, that a cress had been burned at the 
reeicercse cf some person in the community, however scurce did 


rot kcow where this burning had taken place, who had dcne it 
or She reason for it. 


Source further advised informaticn had been rezsived 
that a Negro boy had been beaten in the commuznity about ths 
Fams time but dees not know whether cr not this is true ard 
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Ret UNSUBS; Lt. Col. LEMUEL 
A. PENN, Deceased 
USA SN 0348661 - VICTIM 


does not know the identity of the victim. No information as 
to the identity of the individuals responsible for this beating 


has come to the source's attention. 


This source could not furnish any information as 
to the identity of the individuals responsible for the shooting 
of Lt. Col. Lenuel A. Penn in Madison County, Georgia on 


= il, 1964. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 


conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it ‘and its contents are not to be 


distributed outside your agency. 
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following information on July 23, 


DENVER WILLIS - SRPLLIPS ; Route l. Nicholson, 
Georgia, Center Ccmmunit 5 a*nmemrer of the Fu Kiux'Klan (K 
Athens Klavery boc 


aCcoxtJinge to iniermascjon *he Sourcs received, PHILLIPS was 
brought inte the KKK by the GUEST brothers for whom PHILLIPS now 
works a&t a garage in Avhens. Georgia. 

It.= Source stated approximately swo months =, 
there was a cress-burning at the residence of in } 
Center Ceommur.ity, Reuse Nichclson, cecorgia. S$ a resu 40 
the rross-buzaing. QE 2" his farily mov=d from their 
former sesideance. 
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rine Scurce advised Yrs. PHILL ES had accused 
' pesping into she wi-dows of her residence and | 
the Source felt Chat the cross-burnirg was the activity of 
members of the KKK, Athers Klaverr. Tiis Source further feit that 
the PHILLIPS fanily had caused th= cress to bs burned as a 
resulS cf the accusatiion cf Mrs. PHILLIPS agéinst 
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: This Scarce could rot furnish any information é&s 
to the identity of the individuals responsible for the shooting 
of Lt. Color:1 LEMUEL A. PENN in Madiscn County, Georgia, on 
July 11, 1964. 


This document contains ::either recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property cf the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it end its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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furnishei the following information on July ce, cs 


. Ir May. 1964. there wes a cross burned on the b Ae 
residen:se co ; Kirgsbridg=- Rod, Cente. 


Commur:ity, Re » Patnelsen, Georgia, which resulted in 
movirge from this resident=- us a resul*® of beiy.z afraid. rom 


inform tion vhiisc Saurce retelved. ro «xplanatic.: could be given 
for the ccoss-bus.ing incid.at, The Source stated no information 
had evar voeen re~-ived that ‘a4 ever been invelved in any 
trouble with the igw cr any ¢ u%e8t witn perse :s “rr the 
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The Source advised ths::re were two accidental d2aths 
reported in Madison County, Georgia, which occurred during July, 
1963, and July, 12£4, respectively. wherein th- victims me: their 
deaths as a results of naving been hit: by trains. The firs* death, 
that of FELIX FAYFS. occurred in July, 1963, ai.d there was 2 
belief that HAYES was dead with his Pedy being placed on the 
railroad tracks rather than having me: his death as a result of 
accidently being struck by the train. It was x»eported although 
not substanviated that ths undertaker allegedi-- fcund two bullets 
in HAYES' body when preparing the bcdy for burial. 


Tre Scurce advised thas both of these incid«n‘*s 
occurred in the sam: vicinity where L%. Colone.. PENN was she’: and 
killed or. July 11, 1364. 

The Source could’ not furnish any information as to 
the identity of the individv2?1l cr individuals :*=sponsible ior 
the shootirns of L!.. Culorsl1 LEMVEL A. PENN in liadison County. 
Georgia, on Tulyvy 11, 19@4, 


This dccumens contains neither r:commendaticnus nor 
Conclusions of th- FR]. J*% is the pz.-pervy of th= FBI and is 
loaned te your &:.1cy; i% vnd its contents are not to be 
distributed cutsid2 your agency. 
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RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
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furnished the 


Denver Willis Phillips, in the lats spring cf i964 
was reported t: be a member-of the Ku Klux Klan. 


Giese 2s ths employer of Der. 2> Willis Prillics a: 
ozrted to te one cf the leaders cr the K. Kiux Klan 
Athens az¢r. : 


This docimnent contains neithe> reccamendations ror 
conclusicns cf ths FBI, It is the property of the FBI azd is 
loaned to yous’ agency; it ani its contents are not. to be . 
distributed cutsids your agency. 
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furnished the following information: 
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of this churscn, 
as to the identity OL thi ons responsDdile for this- 
eross-burning was known by other church members. 
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Tnis Sxurce hed no information as to the person or 
rersons responsidic for the shooting cof Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN 
on July 12, 1964, in Madison County, Georgia. ) 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
corclusiors of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
joar.ed tc your agency: it end its contents are not to be distri- 
tuted outside your agency. 
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furnished the following information: 


since that time. rresently resides with his father 
who lives near the Center Community. reportedly has 
been in no trouble in the Center Comm y and has created 


Source advised that moved from his house 
as a result of - Meee <r and has not resided there 


bp 


bc 


“« 
. «+ 9 ~ ~ ~ 
ee a a a e ee) eS ee ee eae 


% 


Re: eee Lt. Col. LEMUEL 
Deceased 
uaa SN "SN 034866 48661 - VICTIM 


no disturbances and was unable to explain the reason for the 
cross-burning. 


Source advised that GEE. onoriie was present bac 
at his home the night of May 16-17, 1964 2en he was in Athens, 
and normally when the car is at home is also at home. 
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Source further adviccd GEES nas been in no b> 
trouble of any kind to the best of source's knowledge and ae 


has never taken part in any demonstrations or any activities 
in Athens, Georgia or any ther community. 
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This source could not furnish any information as 
+o the identity of the individuals responsible for the shooting 
ef Lt. Col. Lemuel A. Penn in Madison ret. Riche ae on 
a ) ee 1964 . : ie ‘ eee °s 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loazed to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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FBI 


Date: 8/14/64 


ransmit the following in 


(Type in plein text or code) 


AIRMAIL 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


MS eee a 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44+25873) 
FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (157-788) 


sussect: Crtwvic) 
ESTE 


Remytels 8/12/64, 11:21 a.m. and 9:46 p.m., captioned 
as above. 


Enclosed are 8 copies of a Letterhead Memo 
. suitable for dissemination. ° 


%-e 
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The sources used in enclosed Letterhead Memo 
are as follows: 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) OX) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


¥4- 25873-2195 En closue Pais / 2 
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UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC., 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (UNITED KLANS) 


: Records of Superior Court of Fulton County, Georgia, 
show that this Klan organization was granted a corporate charter 
on February 21, 1961, at.Atlanta, Georgia, under the name 

United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc. 


A source advised on February 27, 1961, that United 
Klans was formed as a result of a split in U. S. Klans, 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Jnc. According to the source, 
the split resulted from a leadership dispute and the United 
Klans has the sare aims and objectives as the parent group. 
These are the promotion of Americanism, white supremacy, and 
segregation of the races, 


The first source:-and a second source advised in 
July, 1961, that United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 


of America, Jnc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights of 


the Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established head- 
quarters in Suite 401, The Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. The organization is directed by ROBERT SHELTON, 
Imperial Wizard, and is the deminant Klan group in the South 
with units in several southern states. 


On August 14, 1963, the second source advised that 
the organization forzerlyvy known as United Klans, Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc., would be known in the future 
as United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
The second source said the nare was changed by a resolution 
adopted at the National Klonvocation held July 8, 1961, at 
Indian Springs, Georgia. 


Second source advised that at a meeting at 
Prattville, Alabama, on October 22, 1961, a majority of the 
Klaverns of the U. S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
merged with the United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the 
Ku Kiux Kian, 
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NATIONAL KNIGHTS “F THE KU KLUX KLAN, IKC. 
‘WKKKK ) 


A source advised that on May 22, 1960, the National 
Grand Council of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan met at 
Atlanta, Georgia, to discuss consolidation of the Klan'‘s 
unity of effort and activities to establish a National Fund, 
and 3. National Secretary, and to design a new flag. The 
meeting was attended by representatives of the Federation 
of Ku Klux Klan. Alabama; Association of Arkansas Klans, 
Arkansas; Florida Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Florida; 
Southern Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Florida; Association of 
Georgia Klans, Ceorgia; Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, North 
Carolina; Association of South. Carolina Klans, South Carolina; 
Dixie Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Tennessee; and Hyksos 
Klan, Texas. 


T2is source advised that at a consolidation meeting 
at Atlanta, Georgia. September 2-5, 19650, at which the North 
Carolina and lexas Klans were nut represented, it was resolved 
and rassed that their name be changed to National Ku Klux Klan. 


A seccnd scurce advised in March, 1964, that 
several meetings sf Klan groups were held during the 
pericd 1960 to 1963 in an effort to unite the Klan groups 
under a single leadership. 


The organizaticn was yranted a charter in DeKalb 
County, Georgia, November 1, 1963, under the name National 
Knigitts of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., as a “patriotic, secret, 
social, and benevolent order." 


A third sveurce advised in December, 1963, that the 
organization had issued a statement of its program which 
indicated the organization to be anti-Negro, anti-Jewish, 
anti-Catholic, and anti-Foreign bern. 


Tne third source advised in March, 1964, that the 
orgar.ization had established a headquarters in Tucker, 
Georgia, and the day-tc-day cperations are under the 
direction of JAMES R, VENABLE, Chairman, and HERBERT W, 
(WALLY) BUTTERWORTH, Director of Public Relations. 
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®D-323 (Rew. 11-29-81) 


‘UNSTED STATES DEPARTMENT a 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Atlanta, Georgia 
August 14, 1964 


* 


Title HERBERT GUEST; JAMES SPERGON LACKEY, 
ALSO KNOWN AS JAMES SPURGEON LACKEY; CECIL WILLIAM MYERS; 
JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS; LT, COL, LEMUEL A, PENN, DECEASED, USAR SN. 
0348661 - VICTIM; LT. COL. JOHN DANIEL HOWARD, USAR SN 0439939 - 


VICTIM; NAJOR CHARLES E, BROWN, USAR SN 01307648 - VICTIM 
Character 


Reference Letterhead Memorandum at Atlanta, Georgia 
dated August 14, 1964, captioned 
as dbove. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 


of the FBI end is loaned to your agency; it and ite contents ere mot to be distributed outside 
your egency. 
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FILE: 4/s/ - a25§73 


SECTION AS OF 93 


THIS SECTION IS COMPRISED OF _/¢/c_ PAGES 
WHICH WERE REVIEWED FOR TEIS RELEASE. 


/S.4A_ PAGES ARE AVAILABLE FROM THIS SECTION 
FOR FreuEaSE. 


THIS IS EICLOSURE /S OF _25 _ ENCLOSURE(S) | 


NO DUPLICATION FEE 
FOR THIS PAGE 
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UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC,, 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (UNITED KLANS) 


o Records of Superior Court of Fulton County, Georgia, 
snow that this Klan organization was granted a corporate charttr 
oh February 21, 1961, at Atlanta, Georgia, under the name 
United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc. 


Pee Oe af .ee, =TR_t** 
BE ESS OF are 


A source advised on February 27, 1961, that United 
Klans was formed as a result of a split in U. S. Klans, 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. According to the source, 
the split resulted from a leadership dispute and the United 
Klans has the same aims and objectives as the parent group. 


These are the promotion of Americanism, white supremacy, and 
segregation of the races, 


The first source and a second source advised in 
July, 1961, that United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
Of America, Inc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights of 
_the Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established head- 
" quarters in Suite 401, The Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, 
»Alabama. The organization is directed by ROBERT SHELTON, 
Imperial Wizard, and is the dominant Klan group in the South 
with units in several southern states. 
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On August 14, 1963, the second source advised that 
the organization formerly known as United Klans, Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc., would be known in the future 
as United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
The second source said the name was changed by a resclution 
adopted at the National Klonvocation held July 8, 1961, at 
Indian Springs, Georgia. 


Seconda source advised that at a meeting at 
Prattville, Alabama, on October 22, 1961, a majority of the 
Klaverns of the U. S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 


merged with the United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, 
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FD-36 (Rev. $-22-64) . 


FBI 


| Date: 9g /13/64 
Transmit the following in 


” (Type in plaintext or code) 
AIRMAIL 


see 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-25873) 
SAC, ATLANTA (157-788) (P) 
PENVIC 


Re Butel 8/12/64. 


Enclosed herewith are eight (8) copies of a 
“letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination. 


. Informants furnishing the information in the 
letterhead memo are: 


ae |: 


3>Bureau (Enc. 8) (RM) 
-Atlanta * 

CEC :evg 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


== P ) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indidated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) _ dyYvQ) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


" Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


- 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 
: as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[_] For your information: 


~ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


YY -ISSEIB- AQO Pace losi@ze Ohms /¢2D 


NO DUPLICATION FEE 


; DELETED PAGE(S) 
FOR THIS PAGE 


1 - Mr. Hines 
1 — Mr. Martindale 
TO SAC ATLANTA € 
. FROM__DIRECTOR FBI T f. 
«' penvre. 
REURTEL AUGUST TWENTY SIXTYFOUR. 


-_—_—__ 


IN LAST PARAGRAPH OF YOUR TEL IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER OTHER *. _- 
PRISONERS ONLY WITNESSED LACKEY*S SIGNATURE OR WHETHER THEY 
ALLEGEDLY ARE.WITNESSES TO IMPROPER ACTIONS BY BURCAU GEIS. 
CLARIFY BY RETURN AIRTEL AND IF OTHER PRISONERS ALLEGEDLY 
WITNESSED IMPROPER ACTIONS, THEY SHOULD BZ INTERVIEWED AND 
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SIGNED SWORN STATEMENTS OBTAINED. 
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FEDERAL BuacA JF WELT 
U. S. DEPARTACAT OF RUSTIC< 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
ALG 26 1964 
TELETYPE 
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| FD-36 (Rew. 12-13-36) 


FBI 


Date: 8/25/64 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of aang? “a 2 a 


, 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-25873) 


: « WFO (44.558) 


u teletype 8/20/64, concerning allegatioas by ho 
SET mere, her letter to Mrs. LEMUEL A. PENN. a 
On 8/21/64, Mrs. LEMUEL A. PENN, 1622 Upshur Street, 
N..W., Washington, D. C., was advised that Mrs. LACKEY, when 
interviewed, 8/18/64, stated she had been treated with "kindness 
and consideration” upon her prior interview by FBI Agents and 


. that she became ill after the interview because of worry that 
her husband might be involved in the case. 
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UNITED STATES 


Memorandum 


TO : Mr. Belmont | DATE: August 22, 1964 Jeg 
Mohr Suifi fos —__—_ 


A, Ros 
io joan 


SUBJECTS HERBERT ue ET LicGowan 
LT. COL. LEMUEL A‘¢ ENN, Hines 


ET AL - VICTIMS ies ; 
CIVIL RIGHTS “er 


_-= 


Rosen 
Malley 


Pat fad at nd ead feed end ee 


Charles Edward Brown and Lt. Col. John Daniel Howard will 
arrive at Augusta, Georgia aboard Eastern Airlines Flight 
No. 665 scheduled to arrive 11:32, Monday, 8/24/64. Ponder 
will arrange for Savannah Agents to meet the witnesses at 3; 


Callahan , ret 


Belmont ‘Tele. Room —___ 
Holmes 


SAC Ponder, Atlanta Office,/advised that Major te 


. Augusta and take them to Fort Gordon where they are to report 


‘to the Adjutant, 


‘ Ponder was, also, advised that it was necessary to 
book first-tlass passage for the witnesses from Washington 
to Augusta since no cheaper space was available. Round-trip 
tickets were purchased for a first-class fate to Augusta and 
tourist-class return fare to Washington at a cost of $73.35 
each making a total of $146.70, which is to be obtained from 
the Governor's Office and reimbursed to the Bureau, It was, 
also, pointed out to SAC Ponder that if tourist space is not 
available when the witnesses return to Washington, there wil 
be an additional charge of approximately 58.00 on each ticke 
which it will be necessary for the state to provide at the 
time, 


ACTION: 


This is submitted for information, 
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| AUG 18 1964 j 
: revere f/ pp 
FBI ATLAN ot 
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939/PM URBENT 8/18/64 JDR 
O DIRECTPR (44-25873) 
§ / FROM ATLANTA (157-788) 
; A COrenvic. 


REBUTEL TO ATLANTA, AUG. SEVENTEEN LAST CONCERNING 
‘ALLEGATIONS BY QED AND REBUTEL CALL AUG, EIGHTEEN 
INSTANT CONCERNING STATE PROSECUTION PLANS. 
"so MRS. JAMES S. LACKEY INTERVIEWED TODAY AT CLERMONT, GA, 
AND VOLUNTARILY PROVIDED SIGNED STATEMENTS AS FOLLOWS: 
STATEMENT NO, ONE INDICATED SHE WAS TREATED WITH KINDNESS 
AND CONSIDERATION WHEN INTERVIEWED BY FBI ON JULY TWENTY NINE 
LAST. SUSPECTED HUSBAND MAY HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN PENN MURDER 
AND LIED TO INTERVIEWING AGENTS. NOW STATES SHE CANNOT ACCOUNT 
FOR WHEREABOUTS OF LACKEY, SIMS, OR MYERS FROM SEVEN PM ON 
JULY TEN TO SIX THIRTY AM ON JULY ELEVEN LAST. CLAIMS ALIBI 
THAT THESE INDIVIDUALS SPENT NIGHT SEARCHING FOR PROWLER AT 
LACKEY, RESIDENCE 1S FALSE. CLAIMS LACKEY, SIMS AND aid ped of Z “9 1 5 
HER AGREE TO ALIBI WHICH SHE PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED FBI’, ae 
LACKEY SAID SHE BECAME EXTREMELY WORRIED AND SICK AFTER FURNISHING , 
LIE TO BUREAU AGENTS AND HAD TO GO TO BED. 
STATEMENT NO. TWO ADMITS THAT AT SIX THIRTY AM ON JULY 
ELEVEN LAST °AT HER RESIDENCE IN ATHENS SHE BECAME ANGERED AND 


? QUESTIONED LACKEY AND MYERS CONCERNING THEIR WHEREABOUTS DURING 1; 
. nye Y 
tz. 4 


Ge: 4 
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PAGE TWO §-. 


THE NIGHT. MYERS PULLED A GUN ON HER SAYING "I°VE KILLED ONE, 
= TWO WON°T MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE.” JAMES LACKEY TOLD MYERS TO PUT 
$ GUN AWAY AND INCIDENT TERMINATED. NO THREATS MADE MRS. LACKEY 

SINCE THIS INCIDENT EARLY MORNING JULY ELEVEN LAST. 

MRS. LACKEY ADVISED THAT ON SUNDAY LAST SHE WENT TO VISIT 

HUSBAND IN MACON, GA., AND WAS INFORMED THAT LACKEY HAD BEEN 

THREATENED BY HOWARD SIMS WHILE ENROUTE RECENTLY FROM ATHENS 

JAIL TO'MACON JAIL. NO DETAILS FURNISHED MRS. LACKEY BY 

HUSBAND CONCERNING ALLEGED THREAT. MRS. LACKEY AND LACKEY’S 

MOTHER DENY HE HAS EVER HAD MENTAL PROBLEMS. HEALTH GENERALLY 

600D EXGUTT FOR OCCASIONAL STOMACH TROUBLE AND NOSE BLEEDS. 

SCHOOL RECORD AND SCHOOL TEACHER, LULA, GA., INDICATE - 
fe" THAT LACKEY NO DISCIPLINARY PROBLEM, AVERAGE STUDENT, AND NO 
@ INDICATION WHATSOEVER OF ANY MENTAL ILLNESS, 


ae 
ay 


IN CONNECTION WITH MRS. LACKEY*’S STATEMENT TO THE EFFECT 
SHE VISITED LACKEY AUG, SIXTEEN LAST, FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
RECEIVED PRIOR TO INTERVIEW WITH MRS. LACKEY: 7 

ON THE MORNING OF AUG. EIGHTEEN INSTANT MANDY JUNE LACKEY, 
CLERMONT, GA., MOTHER OF SUBJECT LACKEY, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED 
_ END PAGE TwQ 
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PAGE THR 

THAT LACKEY’S WIFE, LORETTA, HAD VISITED LACKEY AT JAIL AUG, 
SIXTEEN LAST. DURING VISIT LACKEY ALLEGEDLY TOLD HIS WIFE 
THAT WILE BEING TRANSPORTED FROM ATHENS TO MACON, GA., 
SUBJECT SIMS THREATENED HIM. | 

SUBJECT LACKEY INTERVIEWED AUG, EIGHTEEN INSTANT REGARDING 
ALLEGATION THAT SIMS THREATENED HIM. LACKEY STATES TOLD HIS 
WIFE AUG, SIXTEEN LAST THAT SIMS MADE THREAT TO HIM BUT TOLD 
HER SIMS NOT SERIOUS. LACKEY STATES HE HAS NO REASON TO FEAR 
HIS SECURITY OF HIMSELF OR FAMILY AND IS SATISFIED WITH PRESENT 
JAIL CELL ARRANGEMENT. 

RE ATLANTA AIRTEL TO BUREAU AUG, SEVENTEEN LAST. 

MATERIAL DELIVERED TO SOLICITOR JOHNSON SIX THIRTY Ph,- 
AUG. SEVENTEEN LAST. SOLICITOR WILL REVIEW MATERIAL AND ADVISE 
FBI IDENTITY BUREAU AGENTS HE FEELS WILL BE NECESSARY WITNESSES 
AND RE EVIDENCE NEEDE FOR PROSECUTION. 

SOLICITOR JOHNSON CONFERRED WITH GOVERNOR SANDERS AUG. 
SEVENTEEN LAST. GOVERNOR SANDERS OFFERED JOHNSON FULL SERVICES 
OF STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL*S OFFICE. JOHNSON WILL USE THESE 
SERVICES AND IS, VERY ENTHUSIASTIC RE GOVERNOR'S OFFER OF ASSISTANCE. 
END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

_ USA FLOYD M. BUFORD ADVISED EIGHT EIGHTEEN THAT HE 
HAS LEARNED THAT STEPS ALREADY INITIATED AS RESULT OF 
GOVERNOR SANDERS CONTACT TO SECURE ASSISTANCE OF TOP 
FLIGHT PROSECUTOR WHO WOULD ASSIST IN STATE MURDER CASE, 


TWO INDIVIDUALS MENTIONED ONE OF WHOM IS A FORMER ASSISTANT 
USA AND- STATE PROSECUTOR AND THE OTHER A TOP STATE 
PROSECUTOR BOTH OF WHOM WOULD BE ANXIOUS TO PRESENT 

AN AGGRESSIVE STATE CASE. THIS OFFICE FOLLOWING 
PROSECUTIVE DEVELOPMENTS CLOSELY AND BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED 
OF IDENTITIES OF SPECIAL ASSISTANTS WHEN-APPOINTED. 
CORR.P2-Ltt-wW2-"“EXCEPT” P3-tS-2XXK Wa “WHILE” 

END 
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FBI WASH DC 


FBI ATJLATA 

730/PM URGENT 8/19/64 JDR . 
| Kiiss Gancy 

Tg DIRECTOR €44-25873) 


S 7 From ATLANTA (157-788) 


REBUTEL EIGHT THIRTY FOUR AM, AUG. NINETEEN INSTANT AND 
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LETTER FROM ASST. DIRECTOR J. J. CASPER TO DIRECTOR, AUG. EIGHT 
LAST. : 


HBAS UIE SO, SENS Be he! 
: ae “7 .* - : 
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IN INTERVIEW WITH MRS. LACKEY, AUG. EIGHTEEN LAST NO 


- 


REFERENCE MADE TO “MISCARRIAGE” BY INTERVIEWING SAS OR BY MRS. 

LACKEY.’ IT IS TO BE NOTED ORIGINAL ALLEGATION RE “MISCARRIAGE” 

WAS MADE BY SUBJECT LACKEY. IT WAS BELIEVED THAT TO SPECIFI- cu 
CALLY QUESTION MRS. LACKEY RE “MISCARRIAGE” WOULD POSSIBLY 
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GIVE HER IDEA SHE COULD.BLAME FBI IF SHE DID IN FACT.HAVE A | 
/ a ee F I25" 
MISCARRIAGE. EY tq REC 30 LY ~ Ks © 
IT IS FELT THAT TO DEFINITELY RESOLVE WHETHER MRS. LACKEY 
DID IN FACT HAVE A MISCARRIAGE SUBSEQUENT TO INTERVIEW WITH 
HER BY SAS ON JULY“ TWENTY NINE LAST IT WOULD REQUIRE CONTACT 
bre 


DEEMED ADVISABLE TO CONTACT QEFOR REASONS SEP OUP *4 ‘304 
IN REFERENCED LETTER OF ASST. DIRECTOR CASPER. nanans 


IT 1S BELIEVED THAT INFORMATION FURNISHED BY BRS. LACKEY 


IN SIGNER STATEMENT AUG. EIGHTEEN LAST WILL REFUTE ANY 
END PAGE ONE 99 
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PAGE TWO 
ALLEGATION THAT FBI CAUSED MRS. LACKEY TO HAVE A MISCARRIAGE. 
IN MRS. LACKEY'S SIGNED STATEMENT OF AUG. EIGHTEEN LAST SHE 
INDICATES SHE BECAME SICK AND WENT TO BED BECAUSE OF PANGS OF 
CONSCIENCE DUE TO LIE SHE TOLD FBI AND DUE TO WORRY BECAUSE 
SHE SUSPECTED HER HUSBAND MIGHT BE INVOLVED IN THE PENN MURDER. 
SHE CHARACTERIZED HER INTERVIEW BY FBI AGENTS ON JULY TWENTY 
NINE LAST AS. HER BEING TREATED WITH “KINDNESS AND CONSIDERATION.” 
- arRTEL AND LETTERHEAD MEMO RE ABOVE SUBMITTED TODAY. 

JAMES SPERGON LACKEY INTERVIEWED AT BIBB COUNTY JAIL, MACON, 
GA., AND ADVISED HE AND CECIL MYERS RETURNED TO HIS, LACKEY'S 
HOME SHORTLY BEFORE SIX AM, J@LY ELEVEN LAST. HIS WIFE, LORETTA’ 
LACKEY, AND MYERS’ WIFE, RUTH, WERE STANDING ON THE FRONT PORCH 
WAITING. LACKEY GOT OUT OF THE AUTOMOBILE AND SAT ON THE EDGE 
OF THE FRONT PORCH BETWEEN THE WIVES AND MYERS STOOD IN THE FRONT 
YARD. LORETTA LACKEY ACCUSED BOTH HIM AND MYERS OF HAVING BEEN 
OUT WITH OTHER WOMEN WHICH BOTH DENIED. MYERS THEN SAID THEY 
HAD BEEN “OUT BURNING CROSSES". LORETTA AND CECIL MYERS HAD 
SOME FURTHER WORDS, EXACT CONTEXT UNRECALLED, ABOUT THE MEN 
HAVING BEEN OUT WITH OTHER WOMEN. LACKEY RECALLED MYERS WAS 
END PAGE frvo 
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PAGE THREE © 


WEARING HIS PISTOL IN A HOLSTER AT HIS SIDE BUT DOES NOT RECALL 
MYERS THREATENING LORETTA AND IS CERTAIN MYERS DID NOT PULL HIS 
PISTOL OUT OF THE HOLSTER AND COCK IT. SINCE HE WAS SITTING 

ON THE EDGE OF THE PORCH BETWEEN THE WIVES AND MYERS, HE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN DIRECTLY IN THE LINE OF FIRE AND WOULD HAVE SEEN 
MYERS-IF HE HAD UNHOLSTERED HIS GUN. LACKEY STATES MYERS DID 
NOT MAKE ANY STATEMENTS ABOUT HAVING KILLED ONE MAN OR SIMILAR 
STATEMENT. LACKEY DOES NOT RECALL LEAVING THE PRESENCE OF 
MYERS AND THE TWO WIVES AT ANY TIME PRIOR TO THE DEPARTURE OF 
MYERS AND HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN ON THE MORNING OF JULY ELEVEN 
LAST. 

ON JULY EIGHTEEN LAST, RUTH AND CECIL MYERS WERE AT LACKEY'S © 
RESIDENCE WHEN LACKEY ARRIVED HOME IN THE EARLY EVENING. HE 
RECALLS MYERS HAD HIS PISTOL IN A HOLSTER AT THIS SIDE AT THIS 
TIME. HE AND MYERS LEFT HIS RESIDENCE AND HAD COFFEE AT A LOCAL 
RESTAURANT AND THEREAFTER STAYED AROUND GUEST°S GARAGE UNTIL 
ABOUT TEN THIRTY PM WHEN BOTH RETURNED TO LACKEY’S HOUSE. MYERS 
THEN LEFT WITH HIS WIFE. AND FAMILY. AT NO TIME DID HE AND MYERS 
HAVE ANY CONVERSATION WITH LORETTA LACKEY ABOUT AN ALIBI FOR 
END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOU 

THE NIGHT OF JULY TEN DASH ELEVEN LAST OR ABOUT THE SHOOTING. 
LACKEY CLAIMS HE HAS NEVER INSTRUCTED HIS WIFE REGARDING 

ANY ALIBI ABOUT THE SHOOTING OF PENN EVEN THOUGH ON ONE OCCASION 

SHE ASKED HIM WHAT SHE SHOULD TELL “THEM” WHEN SHE WAS QUESTIONED. 

LACKEY SAID HE TOLD HER “TELL THEM ANYTHING YOU WANT TO”. 

LACKEY STATES HE HAS NEVER DISCUSSED THE SHOOTING WITH HIS WIFE 

TO THIS DATE. 


RE: PROSECUTION OF SUBJECTS IN PENN CASE. 


THIS OFFICE ADVISED TODAY THAT GOVERNOR SANDERS HAS 
APPOINTED JEFF C. WAYNE AS SPECIAL PROSECUTOR TO ASSIST IN.STATE 


PROSECUTION OF THIS CASE. WAYNE IS CURRENTLY SOLICITOR GENERAL 
FOR NORTHEAST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF GEORGIA, WHICH COMPRISES FOUR 
GEORGIA COUNTIES INCLUDING THAT COVERED BY GAINESVILLE RA. 

WAYNE HAS EXCELLENT maf ioe AS AN AGGRESSIVE PROSECUTOR 

: Dnited St aaiel ane OF GLILGIN 

AND COMES HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY ISA FLOYD M. BUFORD, ° vAYRE 
RESIDES IN GAINESVILLE AND HAS BEEN CALLED ON By THE STATE TO 
SERVE IN A SPECIAL CAPACITY IN MANY OTHER DIFFICULT TRIALS, AND 


o> et 


: 
oa 
“es 
“ 
7 
> . 
3 
. > 


£6 bein ty 


° y AP ot 9 
TEX 5 Pah 


gg eo ot r 
> e - * ; Yio “4 4 ad Ped “ ‘. elt, Z 4 os? g 2 6 .* _ os 7 ‘ . * 
sah é ~ +4 “ =; . ,. : Pr “as 7 Kon a . at ’ 4. ©. 4a 
° o © . rs 7 i Pedy a FG MBIA pe at Fat, feat 5 . eo ow 


HAS GAINED A SUBSTANTIAL PROSECUTOR REPUTATION AS A RESULT. 
END PAGE rom 
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PAGE FIVE- 

ATLOTA FILES CONTAIN NO INFORMATION THAT WOULD MITIGATE 
AGAINST QHOICE OF WAYNE. THIS INDIVIDUAL IS KNOWN TO THE 
RESIDENT AGENT IN GAINESVILLE AND IS PERSONALLY KNOWN TO BE ONE 
OF THE FINEST ATTORNEYS IN NORTHERN PART OF GEORGIA. 

END : 
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. Memorandum 
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TO : jy. Belmont pate: August 22, 1964 


Mohr 
=e me 


Callahan 

DeLoach 
Evans 

eeumeitl ‘GUEST, ET AL 

LT. COL. LEMUEL Ac ¢ vem. 

ET AL - VICTILS 


Sullivan _/ 
Belmont 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


Rosen * 

Kalley 

hicGowan “,\, [x 

Hines we #, 
ir. Martindale 
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Pst Major Charles eawapa-Browa and Lt. Col, John Daniel 
Howard, Washington, D.C. school teachers who were riding with 


~ it. Col. Lemuel A. Penn at the time of the murder, are essentin 
: witnesses when the state murder case gosto grand jury 8/25/65 , 


Le ‘and to trial 8/31/64. 


if 


ope 
At the request of Solicitor General Wayne, we ki ve: - 
contacted Brown in Washington, D. C. and Howard in St. Louis, 
where he was attending a convention. ‘Fe advised them that 
state subpoenas were being forwarded airmail, and the State 
Solicitor General suggested they may wish to stay in Atlanta 
and be transported to grand jury (65 miles) by the Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation (GBI). The governor has made full 
facilities of GBI available, 


Howard spoke highly of the Bureau's efforts in this 
case and will follow any arrangements decned adviseable by the 
state, but hé is without funds for travel or subsistance. de 
suggested it might be possibl¢€ to stay on a military post. 


Brown stated he would reluctantly appear as he feurs 
GPI cannot afford adequate protection. He was strongly 
opposed to traveling from Atlanta to Madison County with 
a GBI escort. ile also Was concerned with weeting travel 
costs and suggested he and Howard be. placed _ on active duty 
} and stationed at Fort Gordon, which is ss a Georgia. 

7 ae ee Fs < a 

. Solicitor General Wayne REY sf if <a could 
be made for the witnesses to be put on active duty. This has 
been taken up with the Secretary of Army and Under Secretary 
of Defense Vance. They state it is absolutely nct possible 
for them to be put on active duty or for the army to transport 
them *to Georgia. They have been authorized-—te-traver-end . 
testify’ in uniform (which is in accordance With . Bayne Ss desires) 
and they can stay at Fort Pe 113 qa AUG 
5S WLM 3c al < od . et rma —_— 
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| O4 AUG 3 1964 "| copy SENT TO MR. TOLSON 
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ee 
Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
Re: HERBERT GUEST, ET AL 


Madison County is in financial difficulties and clains 


to have no funds for travel of witnesses. Arrangements have 
beem made through the Governor's Office for state funds. In 
vi of the importance of perfecting arrangements for the 
witheSses’' travel as soon as possible, their tickets are being 


obtained at Washington out of petty cash subject to reimburse- 
ment by the Governor, 


Arrangements are being made for them to fly to — 
Augusta by Commercial Airlines 8/24/64, Agents will take then 
to Fort_Gordon and their future travel to and from grand jury 
and court will be handled by Georgia Bureau of Investigation. 


ACTION: 


We will continue to give this matter close atit<:ntion 
and cooperate in every way possible with the state prosecution. 


~ 


> 


ADDENDUM : 


We have arranged for the witnesses to leave Washing- 
ton via Eastern Airlines Flight 665, 10:15 a.m., 8/24/64. 
They will arrive at Augusta at ll: 32 aem,. and be taken to 
Fort Gordon by Bureau Agents. 


==: ef ~ a 
Memorandum 


: MR, MOHR . pate: 8/24/64 


OWN SUBJECTS; LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
" LEMUEL. A: PENN, DECEASED, ET AL - 
VICTIMS, CIVIL RIGHTS (PENVIC) 


id 


In connection with the above case, there is set forth below estimated 
cost to the Bureau through close of business August 15, 1964. 


The total estimated cost is $80,464. A peak of 83 agents were assigned 
to this case and a total of 5,890 hours of unpaid overtime have been performed. 


Automobiles (Bureau, rented and personally owned) havé been driven an estimated 
03, 385 miles, 


ACTION: 
> 


None. Informational. 


Belmont (sent direct) i 


Mohr (sent direct) 

Rosen (sent direct) 

DeLoach (sent direct) 

Callahan (sent direct) 

Hines, Room 2264 (sent direct) 
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ALLEGED REPUDIATION OF CONFESSION BY JAMES S. LACKEY 


SOLICITOR GENERAL CLETE JOHNSON ADVISED THAT ON AUGUST 
TWENTYONE LAST CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE APPOINTED TO REPRESENT 
LACKEY ATTORNEY JOHN W. WILLIFORD OF ELBERTON, GA. WILLIFORD 
IS A WELL KNOWN AND REPUTABLE LAWYER WHO IS RUNNING WITHOUT 
OPPOSITION FOR THE POSITION OF CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE, WHICH 
POSITION HE WILL ASSUME JANUARY ONE NEXT. JUDGE ALSO APPOINTED 
ATTORNEY E. FREEMAN LEVERETT OF ELBERTON TO ACT AS LAW CLERK 
OR ASSISTANT FOR WILLIFORD. eee 4 A “A537 32-dis 

WILLIFORD INTERVIEWED LACKEY AT BIBB COUNTY JAIL, MACON, 

GA., ON NIGHT OF AUGUST TWENTYONE LAST AND AGAIN ON aveust sis a | 
TVENTYTWO LAST. dfn 3FoRD THEN CONTACTED SOLICITOR JQHNSOH, 5 
EVENING OF AUGUST rwenriTHe;p ast. HE STATED LACKEY HAS REPUDIATED : 


ys 
S22. % oS 


.. 3 THE CONFESSION HE MADE AN A SIGNED STATEMENT TO BUREAU AGENTS fe 
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PAGE Twot 

ON AUGUST SIX LAST. LACKEY TOLD WILLIFORD THAT INFORMATION 

IN HIS SIGNED STATEMENT WAS NOT TRUE. STATED HE GAVE THIS 
STATEMENT AFTER HE HAD BEEN “GRILLED” FOR EIGHT HOURS AND AGREED TO 
SAY ANYTHING DESIRED OF HIM IN ORDER TO TERMINATE THE INTERVIEW. 
LACKEY CLAIMED HE WAS OFFERED MONEY TO FURNISH INFORMATION AND 

WAS PROMISED A SUSPENDED SENTENCE. 

LACKEY ’S STATEMENTS ARE , OF COURSE , COMPLETELY WITHOUT 
BASIS IN FACT. HIS CONFESSION WAS MADE ON THE MORNING OF 
AUGUST ‘SIX. HE VOLUNTARILY ACCOMPANIED AGENTS TO THE ATHENS 
RA ON THAT DATE, ARRIVING THERE AT NINE ZERO FIVE AM. INTERVIEW 
BEGAN AT NINE TEN AM AND HE WAS IMMEDIATELY ADVISED OF HIS 
RIGHTS. AT NINE TWENTYTWO AM HE ADMITTED DRIVING THE MURDER 
CAR AND FROM THAT TIME UNTIL NINE THIRTY FIVE AM HE FURNISHED 
AN ACCOUNT OF THE CRIME. A SIGNED STATEMENT WAS PREPARED 


’ 4 se a at ae ¥t as" «34 


| BETWEEN NINE THIRTY FIVE AND TEN ZERO FIVE AM, AND LACKEY 
SIGNED THE STATEMENT AT TEN TWELVE AM. OTHER MATTERS 
RELATED TO PENVIC, OTHER RACIAL INCIDENTS INVOLVING SUBJECTS 
WERE THEREAFTER DISCUSSED WITH LACKEY. HE EXAMINED SHOTGUNS 
OF SUBJECT GUEST. HE IDENTIFIED THE CRIME SCENE FROM 

END PAGE TWO ' 


i 


; ate eet eons ai eee Be Sys Ss ae 
r>s i “o% 9! ete e Sars So oe 
Sa eae = eats eS R Beet thee ane Se 


Cm # ad 

> 

= S © s . : . . 
. 7 “ ° _« we. & Le > oy 


TTL SLY Ee aT Laks 


ra . 


sas 


, oe ests 
Se ee 


yf 


ih tow 


aly. SR os PE EPP RON oh” 


“8 
f 
, 
a 
. 
vy 


; 7 TAA A Pe Bae eee 
ee LU Eee 


Bin! 


A. 


wr 
a 
{ 


mz: (4, & "ee, 
r “UK WY } ee an 


rest Wirt BS 
f 


? 


is a) 
. “dS. vo. 
oA Patra" 


Me Ea emt nage ned 
Dy PSD et Fete yg e's? 


“ 
Nag pe 
2. ¢ a 
o* eO™mad 
« ts tt: 


PAGE THR 
PHOTOGRASHS, AND FURNISHED VARIOUS CLARIFYING AND ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATEON REGARDING THIS MATTER. FIVE SUPPLEMENTAL 
STATEMENTS WERE TAKEN REGARDING VARIOUS FACETS OF THE CASE. 
HE WAS GIVEN FOOD, REST PERIODS, AND CIGARETTES THROUGHOUT 
THE TIME HE WAS IN THE ATHENS RA. HE WAS GIVEN A REST PERIOD 
FROM THREE TWENTYEIGHT PM UNTIL FIVE TWENTY PM. DURING THIS 
PERIOD DEPARTMENTAL AUTHORIZATION WAS BEING OBTAINED, THE 
LANGUAGE OF THE COMPLAINT WAS DRAFTE§, THE COMPLAINT WAS 
FILED BEFORE USC AND WARRANTS WERE ISSUED FOR SUBJECTS. LACKEY 
WAS NOTIFIED AT SIX FORTY PM THAT HE WAS UNDER ARREST. HE 
WAS THEN FINGERPRINTED AND PHOTOGRAPHED, GIVEN DINNER, AND 
TAKEN TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR ARRAIGNMENT AT EIGHT PM. 

DETAILED INTERVIEW LOGS REGARDING THIS AND OTHER INTERVIEWS 
WITH LACKEY AND OTHER SUBJECTS ARE AVAILABLE TO SUPPORT TESTIMONY 
[OF AGENTS TO REFUTE ANY SUCH CHARGES AS THOSE MADE BY LACKEY TO 
‘HIS ATTORNEY. THIS MATTER DISCUSSED WITH SOLICITORS JOHNSON 
AND JEFF WAYNE, AND THEY INDICATED THEY FEEBL A POSSIBLE 
REPUDIATION OF HIS CONFESSION BY LACKEY ON TRIAL OF THIS 
MATTER WILL NOT PRESENT A SERIOUS PROBLEM TO THE PROSECUTION. 
JOHNSON POINTED OUT THAT LACKEY IN INTERVIEW WITH USA FLOYD 
END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOU | 
“Ae BUFORS ON AUGUST THIRTEEN LAST AND IN INTERVIEW WITH 
JOHNSON ON AUGUST FOURTEEN LAST ACKNOWLEDGED TH’ ACCURACY 

OF HIS SIGNED CONFESSION, INDICATED IT WAS GIVEN FREELY AND 
VOLUNTARILY WITHOUX DURESS OR ANY PROMISES TO HIM, AND 
INDICATED HIS WILLINGNESS TO TESTIFY EITHER FOR THE STATE 

OR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT REGARDING ITS CONTENTS. 

ATTORNEY WILLIFORD, AFTER ADVISING JOHNSON OF LACKEY ’S 

REMARKS, SOUGHT TO OBTAIN INFORMATION FROM JOHNSON AS TO 
A POSSIBLE DEAL FOR LACKEY. WILLIFORD ASKED WHETHER THE 
STATE WOULD BE WILLING TO ACCEPT A GUILTY PLEA FROM LACKEY 
TO A LESSER CHARGE, POSSIBLY OF ACCESSORY BEFORE OR AFTER THE | 
FACT. JOHNSON SAID HE TOLD WILLIFORD THAT LACKEY WOULD HAVE 
TO PLEAD GUILTY TO MURDER AND THAT NO LESSER CHARGE COULD BE 
MADE. HE TOLD WILLIFORD THAT IF LACKEY WERE SENTENCED TO LIFE 
ON HIS PLEA OF GUILTY HE WOULD HAVE TO SERVE A MINIMUM OF 
SEVEN YEARS AND THE FACT THAT HE HAD COOPERATED IN PROSECUTION 
OF THE OTHER SUBJECTS WOULD BE MADE KNOWN TO THE JUDGE AND PARDON 
PAROLE AUTHORITIES, THE LATTER WOULD HAVE AUTHORITY-TO RELEASE 
LACKEY AFTER HE HAD SERVED SEVEN YEAR. WILLIFORD ASKED 
EDN PAGE FOUR - : 


«* 

’ 
7. 
= 
*> 
— 
>. 
o« 
* 
7 
-_ > 
_* 
_- 
*. 
a 
~ 

7 
o* 
se 
¥ 
os 
4 > 
— 
s- 
~— 
¥ 
4 
- * 
6; 
> 
‘Ne 
. = — 
x. 
‘.* 
é, 
is 
“* 
a? 
€ 
= 
. 7 
. 


* 


PAGE FI 
JOHNSON END.JOHNSON IN TURN ASKED SAC ATLANTA WHETHER THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WOULD OPPOSE ANY ARRANGEMENT MADE FOR 
ACCEPTANCE OF A PLEA AND SENTENCING OF LACKEY. JOHNSON WAS 
ADVISED THAT THIS WAS A MATTER HE SHOULD DISCUSS WITH USA 
BUFORD, AND HE STATED HE WOULD DO SO. WILLIFORD INDICATED HE 
INTENDED TO INTERVIEW LACKEY AGAIN TODAY AND SAID HE DID NOT 
KNOW WHETHER LACKEY WOULD AGREE TO ENTER A GUILTY PLEA IF 
CERTAIN PROMISES WERE MADE TO HIM BY STATE AUTHORITIES. 
JOHNSON STATED HE WOULD CONFER WITH WAYNE TODAY IN AN 
EFFORT JO WORK OUT TRIAL STRATEGY TO COVER THE POSSIBILITY 


THAT LACKEY MAY REFUSE TO TESTIFY TO THE CONTENTS OF HIS 


SIGNED STATMENT. | | 
THIS MATTER WILL BE FOLLOWED CLOSELY AND THE BUREAU WILL 
BE KEPT INFORMED OF IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS. AGENTS WILL BE 
PREPARED TO TESTIFY AT TRIAL OF SUBJECTS TO REFUTE ANY 
ALLEGATIONS MADE REGARDING DURESS, PROMISES, ETC., IN CONNECTION 
| WITH THE TAKING OS STATEMENTS OF LACKEY AND GUEST. 
ATTORNEY WILLIFORD HAS TOLD JOHNSON THAT WILLIFORD NEEDS 
TO INTERVIEW FROM FIFTEEN TO TWENTY WITNESSES IN PREPARATION 
END PAGE FIVE 
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PAGE SIX 

FOR TRIAL, THAT HE DOES NOT SEE HOW HE CAN COMPLETE TRIAL 
PREPARATIONS BY AUGUST THIRTYONE NEXT AND THAT HE MAY 
THEREFORE ASK THE CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR A CONTINUANCE. JOHNSON 
ADVISED THAT HE EXPECTS THE GRAND JURY TO RETURN MURDER 
INDICTMENTS ON AUGUST TWENTY FIVE NEXT. P. 

END AND ACK PLS 

WA MSL 

FBI WASH DC 

TUP 


~ 


. 
sat 
fe 


ys . OF 
faa" ; 


B 
yt 
ei: 


, .,* 
¢ er, 
tates 


+e arn? £ 
. se 


ae gael ie ‘a 


. . ‘* <*«* 
7 
ete be high 
‘ 


. 


| 
CC-MR. ‘ROSEN 


7 
. 
a . 


‘fae —- ™ ~d- < ~ aa 32,8 . # , . *~ es" . a“ > e hye 
£2: t¥ ~ be ah, <a aes. Stee EF Kei s H 
+: 7 SH ep [kaa a aap oe x: KE Sates? a dee 
BS ee BR Ee ct Be BEF. Sosa : pr cyte he 
pe. — ¥ ese FLA « »X Water “ pen ECT aoe: sy arts aay aS 
: a oer “aoe te wns 


5 2patses Sok ao he, 


~ 
* 


eS 2 U8 | POST NS BE oe EES BETTS SE OT PRE. PS 


ae TE ene 


IRECTOR 44-25875 


ATLANTA 157-788 
PEN ieee on Cel, FEMS 


o © CALLEGED REPUDIATION OF CONFESSION BY JAMES S. LACKEY ‘’ 


‘ 


REMYTEL EARLIER-TODAY ABOVE CAPTION. (A775"" ¥ 

) SOLICITOR GENERAL CLETE JOHNSON ADVISED THIS AFTERNOON 
THAT LACKEY’S ATTORNEY, JOHN W. WILLIFORD, MADE A STATEMENT 
THIS AFTERNOON TO JACK NELSON, A REPORTER FOR THE ATLANTA 
CONSTITUTION, A DAIL NEWSPAPER, TO THE EFFECT THAT LACKEY. 
| HAS REPUDIATED HIS CONFESSION. FURTHER DETAILS REGARDING 

WILLIFORD’S STATEMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION ARE NOT KNOWN. 

: IT IS EXPECTED THAT PRESS INQUIRIES WILL BE RECEIVED 
‘Fi; «| REGARDING WILLIFORD’S STATEMENT AND THEY WILL BE ANSWERED 
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8/26/64 


l- Mr. Martindale 


SACS, Washington Field (44-558) 
Atlanta (457-788) 


Ptrector, van (44-25873) | 


ReATtel 7:25 p.m. 8/25/64, no copy WFO. 


Subjects Leckey, Sims and Myers were indicted for 
murder by Madison ee esas JUry sia nee laid tal 


al a a 


'. ' State Prosecutor has requested essential witnesscs, 
dncluding SA Charles Ferguson, WFO, be present at beginning 
of trial now scheduled 8/31/64 at Danielsville. SA Ferguson 
is desired as a witness to testify in conncction with the 
shotguns turned over to Agents by Herbert Guest which were 
Celsveres to the FBI Laboratory by SA Ferguson. 
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B | FROM: "SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 44-558 "oo 

asl: < _ RE ATLANTA TEL TO BUREAU SEVEN TWENTYFIVE PM AUG ii } ih 
“ TWENTYFIVE LAST STATING SA CHARLES A. FERGUSON, WFO, NECESSARY ° 
/ WITNESS STATE COURT, DANIELSVILLE, GA., NINE AM AUG THIRTYONE 
"NEXT, TO ESTABLISH CHAIN OF EVIDENCE REGARDING SHOTGUNS TURNED 
"OVER TO BU AGENTS BY HERBERT GUEST. 

FERGUSON ON ANNUAL LEAVE WITH FAMILY AT MIAMI BEACH, 

‘|, “ AVAILABLE THROUGH MIAMI OFFICE. ITINERARY CALLS FOR DEPARTURE 
| FROM MIAMI BEACH SEPT FOUR NEXT STAYING GOLDEN ARROW MOTEL, 
“at FIFTEEN SIX HUNDRED COLLINS AVE. 
od Fa BUREAU HAS ADVISED DEFENSE ATTORNEYS ATTEMPTING OBTAIN 
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Sc. . IMMEDIATELY CONTACT FERGUSON TO ALERT HIM 
A, CONCERNING HIS REQUIRED ‘APPEARANCE DANIELSVILLE—ATANTA KEEP 
1°” WEO AND FERGUSON THROUGH MIAMI CURRENTLY INFORMED? dF °PRECTSE 
| DATE WHEN FERGUSON SHOULD APPEAR DANIELSVILLE, “~~~ 
|. 1 Teletype Room 
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PENVEC is the case 
of Lt. Colonel Lemuel A. Penn, 7/11/64, 
near Colbert, Georgia. 
Agents will testify at the trial as 
uested by the state prosecutor. 
sate G ra well as the three other subjects f 
. remain Federal custody in lieu $25, 
bond ‘eac& as a result of their arrest 8/ 97 64 
by Burea Agents. on civil.rights charges 
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STATE INDICTMENT OF SUBJECTS. 


A MADISON COUNTY, GEORGIA, GRAND JURY LOCATED AT 3 

| DANIELSVILLE: RETURNED AN INDICTMENT TODAY CHARGING SUBJECTS. 
JAMES S. LACKEY, JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS AND CECIL WILLIAM MYERS" 
WITH THE OFFENSE OF MURDER. THE INDICTMENT CHARGES QUOTE ~ 
“THAT THE SAID ACCUSED ON THE ELEVENTH DAY OF JULY, NINETEEN 
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SIXTYFOUR, Ih THE COUNTY AFORESAID, ‘DID THEN AND THERE UNLAWFULLY, 
AND WITH FORCE AND ARMS, WILFULLY AND FELONIOUSLY,° AND WITH 
MALICE. ‘AF ORETHOUGHT, KILL AND MURDER LEMUEL-A. PENN, WITH A 
CERTALW. SHOTGUN, GIVING AND INFLICTING ON AND veel 
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AND WOUNDS THE SAID LEMUEL A. PENN DIED, a IE TO'THE 
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NOT BE CHARGED AT THIS TIME BY THE STATE OF GEORGIA AS AN 
ACCESSORY INASMUCH AS THE STATE DESIRES TO TRY THE NAMED 
THREE SUBJECTS AS PRINCIPALS FIRST. IN VIEW OF THIS 
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BA FLOYD M. BUFORD, MACON, ~UACB- 


PLANS TO STATE PROSECUTOR AND SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE CALL 
FOR TRIAL TO BEGIN AUGUST THIRTYONE NEXT. PROSECUTOR HAS 
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REQUESTED PRESENCE OF FOLLOWING AGENT PERSONNEL TO BE 
PRESENT AT BEGINNING OF TRIAL UACB, Usess ADVISED 10 CO.iiw.d Bf Bune 


ROBERT ZIMMERS, FBI LABORATORY. "4 
WAtH ETON FIC cE eS 
CHARLES FERGUSON, WFO, THE CHAIN OF EVIDENCE INVOLVING 
SHOTGUNS TURNED OVER TO AGENTS BY HERBERT GUEST WHICH WERE 


DELIVERED BY ZIMMERS TO LABORATORY. 
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OKLAHOMA CITY, INTERVIEWS OF SUBJECTS. 
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“$e: SEATHENS AREA WHO GAVE PERTINENT INFORMATION CONCERNING ALIBIS 
| :. tax ACTIVITIES OF ALL SUBJECTS. 
S32" INDIVIDUAL OFFICES WILL BE NOTIFIED TO ALERT AGENT 
HISONNEL FOR POTENTIAL OF TRIAL BEGINNING AUGUST THIRTYONE 
BUREAU SHOULD SO ADVISE SA ZIMMERS AND SA FERGUSON. 
Low-uP COMMUNICATIONS WILL BE SENT BY AUGUST TWENTYEIGHT KEXT 


| : gn MEDIATELY UPON DETERMINING WHETHER ANY DELAY IS GRANTED 
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: puBsECT CECIL MYERS, ONE JOHN DORSEY, COMMERCE, GEORGIA, 


EAS<PREVIOUS LAWYER, JAMES HUDSON, IS REPRESENTING SUBJECT 
ae i 

SUBJECT LACKEY IS REPRESENTED BY JOHN W. WILLIFORD, 
) HAS ALLEGED TO THE PRESS THAT AMONG MOTIONS HE WILL 
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LE IN THIS CASE WILL BE ONE THAT CALLS FOR SUPPRESSING OF 
TESTIMONY OF. FEDERAL OFFICERS IN THAT CONFESSION OBTAINED 
pee LACKEY WAS ILLEGAL IN THAT IT WAS AN ILLEGAL ARREST. 

) NOT IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE ON THIS MOTION, HOWEVER 
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1s MOTION AND ANY OTHERS THAT ARE SPECIFICALLY FILED WILL 
ae | BE {OBTAINED AND SPECIFIC ANSWERS IN FORM OF AFFIDAVITS WILL 
SBE: SECURED IN ADVANCE OF TRIAL DATE. 


LETJERITAD MENORANDUAL 
i BUREAU-S REQUEST FOR AFFIDAVITS anv, an CONCERNING 
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se ing USA BUFORD, MACON, ADVISES THAT MARSHAL-S OFFICE AT 
M (CON HAS HAD TURNED OVER TO IT BY THE JAILER, BIBB COUNTY 
ais ian, MAGON, A LETTER IN FORM OF A PETITION TO MADISON COUNTY 
aF ARAND JURY BY SUBJECT LACKEY IN WHICH HE REPEATS THAT HIS 
“lee ONFESSION WAS OBTAINED THROUGH ILLEGAL ACTIONS ON PART OF 
bk | THTERVIEVING AGENTS. THIS LETTER REPORTEDLY SIGNED BY OTHER 
Hee SONERS AS WITNESSES AND ANY ALLEGATIONS CONTAINED THEREIN WILL 
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UNITED STATES , 
Memorandum 


TO Mr. Belmont DATE: August 21, 1964 
Mohr 
DeLoach 
Evans 
Belmont 
Rosen 
Malley 
LicGowan 
Hines 
Liartindale 


A. Rosen y 


HERBERT GUEST, ET AL 
LT. COL. LEMUEL A.@PENN, 
ET AL, - VICTINS 

CIVIL RIGHTS 
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Lt. Col. Lemuel A. Penn, a Negro, was returning to | 
Washington, D. C., from Fort Benning, Georgia, with two other Negro - 
reserve officers. They had completed a field officers refresher ~~ 
course and left Fort Benning shortly after midnight 7/11/64 to ae 
return to their homes. In order to avoid any possibility of 

becoming involved in an unpleasant incident, they only stopped for ._. 
gasoline in Atlanta, Georgia, and at approximately 4:30 a.m. 7/11/64, 
they stopped very briefly in Athens, Georgia, to change drivers. It 
was at this time that Lt. Col. Penn took the wheel. fe + = 


, After leaving Athens, the victims proceeded approximately 
24 miles on Highway 172, and at approximately 4:50 a.m. near the 
intersection of Highway 98 in the vicinity of Colbert, Georgia, <= 
car, which the surviving victims said was occupied by at least three 
men, passed them, and as the passing car drew beside them, two 
shotgun blasts were fired. 
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Lt. Col. Penn was instantly killed as a result of a massive 
shotgun wound in the face and neck. The other shot pierced the left: 
rear window of the victims' automobile but Col. John Daniel<fioward, i 
who. was reclining in the back seat, and Major Charles 5. “Brown, “Tho . 
was sleeping beside the driver in the front Sséat, were uninjured. , 
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Brown and Howard were able to bring the car under control 
and stop. Penn was moved from the driver's seat and Brown turned 
the car around to return to Colbert, Georgia. it was a foggy night 
but the surviving victims saw headlights in the distance and 
believed that the car from which the shots were fired had turned 
around and was coming back towards them. Major Brown missed a right 
hand turn at a dead end intersection and the victim's car licft the 
road and turned over. = 
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Memorandum to Mr. Relmont 
RE: HERBERT GUEST, ET AL. 


A full investigation by a special squad of Agents was 
{| at once, It was qu ly determined that Herbert Guest, 
zackey, Cecil William “flyers and Joseph Howard Sims, a 
nsmen in AthefiS, Georgia, had engaged in other acts of. . 
e against Negroes in the recent past and had been seen at a 
restaurant in Athens during the early morning hours of 7/11/64. 


Investigation concentrated on this group, and it was 
developed that Lackey drove the murder vehicle accompanied by Myers, 
who owned the car, and Sims, Myers sitting beside Lackey and 
Sims sitting in the back seat. Both had shotguns. 


The subjects saw the victims’ car, noticed the Washington, 
D. C., license plate, and began to follow it because they had read 
that Negroes were coming to the area from other states to integrcte 
public accommodations under the provisions of the Civil Rights Aci 
of 1964. Sims made the remark “I'm going to kill me a nigger." 
Sims and Myers told Lackey to pass the victims’ car, and as they . 
drew. alongside, both Myers and Sims fired. They then went to 
Herbert Guest's garage where they cleaned the guns, 
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> Lackey admitted his participation as outlined above in a 
) staten statement given on 8/6/64. He continues to assert that the 
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statement was given wiuntarily and that he will testify to the 
details of his statement in court. 
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Guest admitted on 8/6/64 he had been with the other three 
subjects until 2:00 or 2:30 a.m. 7/11/64 and that they came to his 
garage at about 5:00 a.m, the same morning. Other witnesses have 
verified that Guest was present when the three other subjects returned 
to his garage after the shooting —_ cleaned the guns, one of which . 
belonged to Guest, 
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The Department authorized prosecution on £/6/G4. A 
complaint was filed before the U. S. Commissioner, Athens, Georgia, 
charging Lackey, Myers, Sims and Guest with violation of Section 241, 
Title 18, U. S. Code (conspiracy to interfere with a Constitutional 
right). "All subjects were arrested by Bureau Agents on 8/6/64 and 
are still held in lieu of $25,000 bond each. State murder warrants 
have also been filed, and the murder case is to be presented to the 
Madison County Grand Jury 8/24/64. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: HERBERT GUEST, *®T AL. 


, Clete D. Johnson, Solicitor General, Northern Judicial 
Distrigt of Georgia, is responsible for the prosecution, We are 
cooperating to the fullest possible extent. Johnson has been 
descried-as honest but mediocre and has expressed doubt as to his.. 

| sbaise to handle the case, which has been described by U. S. Attorney 
Floyd Buford as an excellent murder case. 


As an apparent result of discussions between Johnson and 
|Buford, the Governor has appointed Jeff C. Wayne as a special 
prosecutor to assist Johnson. Wayne is Solicitor General for the 
Northeast Judicial District of Georgia. He has an excellent 
reputation as an aggressive prosecutor and is highly recommended by 


Buford. He has served in a special capacity in many other difficult 
trials. | 


ACTION 


We will continue to follow this closely and fully cooperate 
with. the State. A comprehensive summary of our investigation, 
including the cémplete statements of pertinent witnesses, was 
furnished to the State 8/17/64; and as additional pertinent 
information is developed, it is also being turned over promptly. 
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Date: 8/28/64 


PBI 


Transmit the following in 


"(Type in plain text or code) 
AIRMAIL 
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(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-25873) 
SAC, ATLANTA (157-788) 


ReButel 8/26/64 concerning whether other 
prisoners witnessed improper actions alleged to have 
taken place in contacts with subject JAMES LACKEY. 

> 


Prisoners who witnessed LACKEY's signature 
did so only in connection with instant petition and 
have no knowledge concerning alleged actions. 
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UNITED STATES 


Memoran um. 


TO : ltr. pernont Ah pate: August 22, 1964 . 


sane Mohr 
me — bpeLoach 


Evans 
Sullivan 
Th Belmont 
*\ HERBERT GUEST, ET AL Rosen 
LT. COL. LEMUEL AY’PENN, 
ET AL — VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


Malley 
licGowan 
Hines 
Liartindale 
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set forth for your information are pertinent, current 
developments in the case involving the murder of Lt. Col. Lemuel 
A. Penn near Colbert, Georgia, on 7/11/64. Although the four 
klansmen who were arrested by Bureau agents in conncction with 
,this case are still in Federal custody in lieu of $25,000 bonds ~ 
.on Civil Rights charges, state murder charges pave been 7 Re ae 
and the murder case will be presented to the Madison County, fn 
Georgia Grand Jury on Tuesday ©/25/64. We turned over the compicte 
results of pertinent interviews to the State Solicitor General' 
and we: are in continuous touch, and cooperating fully with, 
Cjete Johnson, the State Solicitor Gencral covering lLiadison 
County, as well as with Jeff Wayne, a State f£olicitor General 
who has been appointed by the governor as & special prosecutor 
to assist Johnson. 


It is noted that subject Lackey was driving the car 
at the time of the murder accompanied by liyers.and Sius, both 
of whom had shotguns and fired into the victims’ car. ‘Cub ject 
Guest was not in the car with them but had been with the 
shortly before the killing, and the three other subjects came 
to Guest's garage where they cleaned their guns itrmnediately 
after the killing. lhiyers used a shotgun belonging to Gucct. 
The state prosecutors feel that, under Georgia law, they io 
not have a strong case a,sainst Guest as an accessory after 
the fact, and this point is the subject of special legai 
research. The governor has made two Assistant Attorney 
Generals available for this purpose. 


As a matter of' cobperating with the state in the 
prosecution of this case, an Agent has bcen made availabie at 
request of Solicitor General Wayne to be present at the counsel 
table during the trial which is schedulebd to commence 2/31/64, 
to give any necessary assistance in locating results of our 
investigation or conducting any further interviews which might . . 
become necessary. It is also anticipated that four Agents == 5, 
| WSs testify before the grand jury and that a 33 yili iv 


testify “— ‘trial. oS Auman eS 23 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
Re: HERBERT GUEST, ET AL 


As a further matter of cooperation at the request of 
state prosecutors, the Atlanta Office is checking its 


|i: ices and conducting discreet, credit, and crizdnal checks 7 
the jury panel for the trial. 


At the request of Solicitor General Wayne, we have 
contacted Hrs. Penn, the victim's widow, in Washington, D. C. 
to advise her that she is welcome to attend the trial if she 
desires, and if she does, the state will afford her every 
courtesy and upon instructions of the governor, the entire 
facilities of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation will be 
made available to insure her security. lirs. Penn advised that 
she feels obligated to attend the trial but would not know 
definitely whether she will do so until 8/24/64. If she does 
attend, she stated that she feels her safety would be in jeo- 
pardy; and she would, therefore, desire the protection of S: 
-the GBI. Solicitor General Wayne has been advised. 
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The U. S. Narshall had the subjects mowed to cells 
usually used for solitary confinement. Lackey and Guest were 
given the best cell. Sims and Myers are in a different cell 
and cannot communicate with Lackey and Guest. None of the 
subjects will have contact with any other prisoncrs; visitors 

| are Limited to the immediate family and lawyers and must be 
cleared by the U. S. Marshall. Visitors to Sims and kyers | 
}will not Bave access to Lackey and Guest. The liiarshall has 


Continued — Over 


EES ne ee 
aw ¢. i. a 4 ®; . - 


ee Oa FE Pea Te FP Pat a OO ee rare aes 


i 
13 
a4 
$ 


. > oa Ye> &/ ~ eo Sa VT 
4 oe »? a! ot <2 o — 


= 
— - eo 


Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
Re: HERBERT GUEST, ET AL 


established a 24-hour guard on the prisoners. Their cells 
observable from the guard's station, and the guard has 
lar otner duties. 


We are assisting the state prosecutors in working oct 
the details._of transporting Major Charles Edward Prown and 
Et. Col. John Daniel Howard from Washington, D. C. to Madison 
County, Georgia for testimony before the grand jury next 
Tuesday. Brown and Howard are the surviving victims who were 
with Penn at the time of his death. A separate mer:orandun 
lis being prepared regarding this aspect. 
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ACTION: 


We are continuing to furnish every possible coopera- 
tion to the state prosecutors; and the state prosecutors, as 
weil as the U. S. Narshall of the Department, and any other 
appropriate agencies, are advised of pertinent developzxents 
on a current basis. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-25873) 
- ‘FROM: BACs WFO (44-558) 


ReATteletypes to Bureau, 8/20, 21/64; SLteletype to 
| Bureau, 8/21/64, and WFOteletype to Bureau, 8/21/64, 
as Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and three 
copies of a letterhead memorandum, which is self-explanatory. 
Enclosed are five copies of instant communication for the office 
of origin for any dissemination deemed advisable. 


| Investigatio the attached ‘memorandum | 
was conducted by SA with the exception of the 
interview of Lieutenan one at St. Louis, Missouri, — 


8/21/64. 
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It is noted that Major BROWN and Lieutenant HOWARD, 
following the recommendation of United States Military Geiisisis. 
were wearing their military uniforms en route to Georgia. 


Appropriate arrangements were made for their housing at Fort 
Gordon, Georgia. 
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Mrs. LEMUEL A. PENN, when interviewed on 8/21/64, 
advis she had tentative plans to attend the trial and would 


acce he offer by Georgia State officials to utilize GBI 
fa ties and protection. 
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; BE vires DEPARTMENT OF 


"FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASMINGTON 2% v.c. , 20535 


August 25, 1964 


JAMES SPERGON LACKEY, 
CECIL WILLIAM MYERS; 
JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS; 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL LEMUEL A. PENN - DECEASED, 
USAR 0348661 — VICTIM; : 
COLONEL JOHN DAVID HOWARD, 
USAR 0439939 — VICTIM; 
MAJOR CHARLES E. BROWN, 
USAR 01307648 — VICTIM; 
CIVIL RIGHTS — NATIONAL FIREARMS ACT 


’ On August 21, 1964, Major Charles Edward Brown, 

: Number 40, 4Gth Street, N. E., Washington, D. C., 
,advised that in the event he received a subpoena to testify 
"in this matter before a Grand Jury in the State of Georgia, 
he would appear as noted. He explained, however, that he 
would be a reluctant witness unless appropriate provisions 
were made for his personal protection as well as to reimburse 
him for the expenses of such a trip. 


On August 21, 1964, Lieutenant Colonel John 
Daniel Howard, Sheraton Jefferson Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri, 
advised he would return to residence Number 50, 5S Street, 
N. W., Washington, D. C., on August 22, 1964. He stated he 
would be willing to return to the State of Georgia to testifr 
at any proceedings necessary in this matter, providing that- 
arrangements were made for his housing and expenses. 


On August 24, 1964, Major Brown and Lieutenant 
Colonel Howard, having received subpoenas to appear as 
witnesses before the Grand Jury in Madison County, Georgia, 
on August 25, 1964, departed Washington, D. C., en route 


to Augusta, Georgia, via Eastern Airlines, Flight 665, at 
11:05 pane 
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GUEST; JAMES SPERGON LACKEY 
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'“o On August 24, 1964, Mrs. Lemuel A. Penn, 1622 
shur Street, Washington, D. C., advised that at the present 
t she does not plan to attend the forthcoming murder 
trial of her husband, the victim, scheduled to take place 
in Georgia, August 31, 1964. 


1 ERO, DR 


iv . 
m4 


ob 


: *, 
i: : ." c 
“~~,” wl i c* ‘ 


»- 
top 
fee 


e¢ .* se { 
P ~ '”“ ~' ‘ 
dE ey 


, 
¢ 
, 


oe 
| 


nt 
‘ 


< ‘ 
4 "« @ , 


5 be hyde ’ 


es 
ENT. 
" * A P a 4 ’ 
LavYy ped 


‘ nt ds 


This document contains neither 
recommendstious nor conclusions of 
the FBI. 1% is the property of 

the FBI and is lto2:ued to your agency ; 
it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATTENTION: ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 


FROM: -~SAC, ATLANTA (157-788) 
SUBJECT: ~PENVIC | 


¢ ReBuairtel 7/17/64 and my airtel to Bureau, 8/19/64. 
UL 


es 
The statistical data requested in reBuairtel showing 
cumulative totals up through close of business 8/22/64 is 
set Sorta below: 
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FBI SAVANNAH~ 
1-37 i. See. <- 
PM EST URGENT. 8224-64 JNC ae 
TO/ DIRECTOR, ATTENTION MR. ROSEN 
FROM SAVANNAH 157-609: 
penvic 1 Yurder ¢ cf Cf Params) 
S__- MAJOR CHARLES BROWN AND LT. COL. JOSEPH HOWARD ARRIVED BUSH 
FIELD, ‘AUGUSTA, GA., TWELVE ZERO SEVEN PM, EST. MET BY BUAGENTS 


AND TRANSPORTED FORT GORDON, ARRIVING TWELVE THIRTYSIX PM WITHOUT 
INCIDENT. 
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VICTIMS WILL BE HOUSED VISITING OFFICERS QUARTERS. BUILDING 
NUMBER THREE FOUR SIX ZERO TWO, PHONE REGENT THREE DASH EIGHT SEX - 
ONE “ONE, EXTENSION TWO ONE THREE ONE. VICTIMS WHILE ON FT. GORDON ~:~ - 
WILL BE IN CARE OF CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER Wea CHIEF, bre 
EIGHTY-EIGHTH MILITARY POLICE, CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS DETACKMENT. 

VICTIAG. EXTREMELY APPRECIATIVE OF ASSISTANCE RENDERED BY BUREAU 
AND REQUESTED. THOT CBUREAU PROVIDE FOR THEIR SECURITY WHILE BEING ~ 
| TRANSPORTED TO AND FROM PANTELSVILLEWND-ALS ELE AWAY FROY ITs, _238 
GORDON erctrivstitnFoRNED F FBI HAD NO sotiod 8 £0 skiven assistance | 
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157-609 
PAGE TWO 


THEY INTENDED TO REMAIN AT FT. GORDON WHILE NOT DIRECTLY ENGAGED 
IN LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AT DANIELSVILLE, 
ATLANTA ADVISED BY PHONE. AM CY. ATLANTA. 
END AND ACK PLEASE | 
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TO SAC BIRMINGHAM | | 1 = Mr. Martindale 


FROM DIRECTOR FBI (44-25873) -- -—=s1 ~ Mr. Hines 


AS PERVIC.) 
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BAPBOMB es IT SHOULD BE SPECIFICALLY POINTED OUT THAT It 
HAS ALSO BEEN FORRAEDED UNDER APPROPRIATE CAPTION AND THE 
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uty Secretary of Defense Vance called Liaison Agent bz, 
Saturday afternoon to advise that Major Charles 
Edward Brown, Jr., (one of the two witnesses whose transportation “|; 
to Georgia we are arranging in cooperation with the state) hada 
called the Attorney General to state he had been informed he 
could wear his uniform as a reserve officer in traveling to 
ise. on Monday to testify before Grand Jury but that he knew he 


SUBJECT: —_— UEST, ET AL. 
LT. COL. LENUEL A. PENN 
(DECEASED) VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
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really had no such authority. Mr. Vance asks that Brown be 
contacted to be assured that he is authorized to wear his uniform 
ithough he will not be on active duty. 


Brown was contacted and assured that there is not the 
slightest question concerning his authority to wear his uniforn 
as this has been authorized by the Secretary of Army and the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense, 
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Brown stated that actually wearing the uniform was not ~~ 
the main point of concern with him, but what he was most interested 
in was being placed on active duty and for the added protection it 
would provide. It was explained to Mr. Brown that the question 
of his being placed on active duty has been given the most careful 
consideration by Army authorities who have concluded that under 
existing laws and regulations which the Army must observe it 
-would be impossible. He was also advised that this decision has 
poo concurrence of the Secretary of the Army and the 0 


Secretary of vefense,. 54% / f : es 7 2Y 4, 


Mr. Brown stated ‘that he e watt, 7 ae iB ate. Shoe 
through the Military District of Washington to be placed on 
\ active duty and asked if he should discontinue such efforts. He 
was informed that the FBI was not in a position to instruct him 
that he cannot request being placed on active duty but that 
anyone with he discusses this matter should certainly be. 
informed out ‘of fairness to such person that the Secretary of the 


Army and Deputy Secretary of Defense have already considered this 
matter and concluded that it is impossible. Bt 
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[-] For your information: 


& 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


P ) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indi , , explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) (bx {D) with no segregiie 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 


7 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
! 


, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


KJ “The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


fee 


NO DUPLICATION FEE 


; DELETED PAGE(S) 
FOR THIS PAGE 


o Brown indicated that he would bring this infornation - 
the attention of anyone in official position with whom -: 
he may discuss the question of being placed on active duty. 


Brown said that he greatly appreciated the Bureau's 
assurance that his wearing of the uniform is fully authorized. 


ACTION: 


For information. 
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Advise what arrangements are being race to obtain 
reimburserent from the Governor's Office for the funés 
that were advanced by the Bureau in Washington in conn2ctio- 
with the travel from Washington, D. C., to Augusta, Gco-xgia, 


and Charles Brown on 8/24/64. 
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: 2 8/27/64 : 
GENERAL avi. DIVISION 
PENVIC is the code name of the case 

invdving the murder of Lt. Colonel 
Lemuel A. Penn, 7/11/64, near Colbert, 
Georgia. James 5. Lackey has furnished 
statement to us confessing his part in the On 
mesaper. and implicating Cecil William ates} = Sarda eee 
Myers and Joseph Howard Sims as the Sy ie arta APs Tee EY 
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FBI ATLANTA © 
1L16PM EST 8/26/64 URGENT LG Ma. 
TO DIRECTOR ‘ ee 3a 
FROM ATLANTA (157-788) | b / Mes. Seems 
> { st bee 
(PENvic.) {~* fa : 


ALLEGED REPUDIATION OF CONFESSION BY JAMES S. LACKEY. ~~ 


AUG 27 1964..,/ 


Gecko fh Cueeny OF fQVESTIG ATi On . 
_ LACKEY TRANSPORTED TODAY, BY SBI, FROM MACON TO DANIELSVILLE, ‘ 


“PURSUANT TO ORDER OF CIRCUIT JUDGE, FOR INTERVIEW BY DEFENSE Ro 
ATTORNEYS. DURING TRIP LACKEY TOLD GBI AGENT M. S. CALLAWAY [7 at 
THAT HE TOLD JOHN W. WILLIFORD, HIS COURT APPOINTED ATTORNEY, 
THAT HE WOULD REPUDIATE HIS STATEMENT TO THE FBI ONLY BECAUSE 


HE WAS ‘AFRAID OF WILLIFORD, DID NOT KNOW WHO HE WAS, AND WAS 


| AFRAID INTERVIEW OF HIM BY WILLIFORD MIGHT BE A TRAP. 


TRIAL OF MYERS AND SIMS. 
32 

SOLICITOR JEFF WAYNE ADVISED ATTORNEYS FOR MYERS AND S198 
STIPULATED TODAY IN OPEN COURT THAT THEY WOULD MAKE NO MOTT 7 
FOR CONTINUANCE AS TO THESE TWO DEFENDANTS AND THEY WOULD BE 
READY FOR TRIAL AUG. THIRTYONE. WAYNE STATES TRIAL OF WYERS 
AND SIMS WILL DEFINITELY START ON THAT DATE. LACKEY TO. SE. 
TRIED SEPARATELY. ye ‘ ae He or, 4 
END PAGE; ONE G33; ihe . eeu, — fae Sf ma or 
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PAGE TVO . - 

ATTORNEYS FOR MYERS, SIMS AND LACKEY FILED DEMURRER 
TO INDICTMENT TODAY CLAIMING INDICTMENT DID NOT ALLEGE A 
CRIME UNDER GEORGIA LAW, AND STATEMENT THAT VICTIM KILLED 


WITH “A CERTAIN SHOTGUN” WAS VAGUE AND INDEFINITE. MOTION 
DENIED By JUDGE SKELTON. 


_ 
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SECOND MOTION FILED TODAY WILL BE ARGUED ON AUG, TWENTY 
SEVEN. IT REQUESTS STATE PRODUCE FOR PRETRIAL EXAMINATION 
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PENN OR, SHOTS FIRED FROM THE MURDER WEAPON, AND STATEMENTS 

MADE BY CERTAIN PERSONS, INCLUDING THE FOUR SUBJECTS. SOLICITOR 
WAYNE STATES HE WILL REFUSE TO PRODUCE THE STATEMENTS AND 

CITES GEORGIA LAW TO SUPPORT SUCH REFUSAL. WILL PERMIT 

| EXAMINATION OF SHOTGUN AND PELLETS WHICH KILLED VICTIM. 
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MRS JAMES S. LACKEY. 


SOLICITOR WAYNE TODAY INTERVIEWED MRS. LACKEY. SHE AFFIRMED 
HER EARLIER STATEMENT RE ABSENCE 0 SUBJECTS LACKEY AND MYERS 


FROM HER HOME AT TIME OF MURDER AND MYERS PULLING GUN ON 
END PAGE TWO | 
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HER AFTER THEIR RETURN. SHE SAID SHE WAS WILLING TO TESTIFY 
TO CONTENTS OF HER STATEMENT. 


WITNESSES BROWN AND HOWARD. 
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MAJOR BROWN AND LT. COL. HOWARD TESTIFIED BEFORE GRAND 
JURY AUG, TWENTYFIVE AND WERE RETURNED TO FT. GORDON. THEY 
INQUIRED TODAY RE POSSIBILITY OF RETURNING TO HOMES IN 
WASHINGTON TO AVOID WAITING AT FT. GORDON UNTIL TRIAL. HEY i. 
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VERE ADVISED THIS OFFICE COULD NOT ARRANGE SUCH TRANSPORTATION: 
AND THEY WERE REFERRED TO SOLICITOR WAYNE. £ 
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Date: 
8/24/64 


Transmit the following in a 
(Type in plaintext or code) 


_ ee a 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-25873) 
SAC, ATLANTA (157-788) 
pa 
SUBJECT PENVIC 


Remytel dated 8/21/64. 


Enclosed herewith are five copies of a ietterheas 
‘memorandum concerning interest in captioneo case oy United 
Klians of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 


: Informants utilized in the letterhead memorarncun 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where |. 
indicated, ‘explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) (3) (2XD) with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


7 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 
Lu as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[_] For your information: 


(YJ “The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


Y- 25873- 2Y3  Ewctocues Pages fe 2 


NO DUPLICATION FEE 


: DELETED PAGE(S) 
FOR THIS PAGE 
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UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC., 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (UNITED KLANS) 


os ee Records of Superior Court of Fulton County, Georgia,, 
show that this Klan organization was granted a corporate charter 
on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta, Georgia, under the name 
United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc. 


A source advised on February 27, 1961, that United 
Klans was formed as a result of a split in U. S. Klans, 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc, According to the source, 
the split resulted from a leadership dispute and the United 
Klans has the same aims and objectives as the parent group. 
These are the promotion of Americanism, white supremacy, and 
segregation of the races, 


The first source and a second source advised in 

July, 1961, that United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 

. Of America, Jnc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights of 

. the Ku Klux Klan. The merged crganization established head- 
quarters in Suite 401, The Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, 
‘Alabama. The organization is directed by ROBERT SHELTON, 
Imperial Wizard, and is the dominant Klan group in the South 
with units in several southern states. 


On August 14, 1963, the second source advised that 
the organization formerly known as United Klans, Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc., would be known in the future 
as United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
The second source said the name was changed by a resolution 
acopted at the National Klonvocation held July 8, 1961, at 
Indian Springs, Georgia. 


Second source advised that at a meeting at 
Prattville, Alabama, on October 22, 1961, a majority of the 
Klaverns of the U. S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
merged with the United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, 
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Transmit the following in 


Vic ___AIRTEL —__ AIRMAIL _ 
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Date: 8/24/64 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


. DIRECTOR, FBI (44-25873) 
SAC, ATLANTA (157-788) 


C 


Purchase of Airline Tickets for Witnesses 
brown and Howard, 


- 
. 


ReButel 8/22/64 advising cost of tickets from 
Washington, D. C., to Augusta, Georgia, for witnesses 
BROWN and HOWARD was $73.35 each, making a total of $146.70 
to be recovered from the Governor's Office. 


HENRY NEAL, Assistant Attorney General and legal 
aide to Governor CARL SANDERS, informed me on 8/21/64 that 
if it became hecessary the Governor's Office would reimburse 
BROWN and HOWARD for the cost of their travel to Georgia for“ 
the grand jury and subsequent trial in the murder prosecution 
of the subjects. This action by the Governor's Office was 


made necessary because the County treasury does not have 
sufficient funds. 


On 8/24/64 I advised AAG NEAL that these tickets 
had been purchased for the witnesses and that it would be 
necessary that the state reimburse the government in the 
amount indicated above. NEAL has requested a letter, and 
Solicitor CLETE JOHNSON has agreed to prepare a letter to 
the Governor requesting that the Governor pay for the travel 
of these witnesses. NEAL indicated the state might prefer to 
wait until the trial is completed so that any OER expenses _ . 
might be snesapere ter in.a.single payment. patil FEC AS:-; SFA EY: 

; This: matter will be followed with the Solicitor and::- 
the Governor,’s ii: eo 
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TO DIRECTOR, NEW YORK, MIAMI, OKLAHOMA CITY, AND WFO ae 


whe FBI ATLANTA 
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NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON a , 


, NNN 
ROM-ATLANTA \157-788\ 
@ penvic. 


REAT-TEL TO BUREAU CONCERNING APPEARANCE OF SPECIAL AGENT 
WITNESSES IN STATE TRIAL OF SUBJECTS. 
TRIAL HAS BEEN DEFINITELY SET FOR TEN AM AUGUST THIRTYONE 
NEXT AT DANIELSVILLE, GA. ALL AGENTS ARE TO REPORT TO 
_* PROSECUTOR AT NINE AM FOR PRETRIAL CONFERENCE. AGENTS SHOULD 
BE IN ATLANTA BY SUNDAY NIGHT NEXT AND TRANSPORTATION WILL BE 


>: , | 
Ax “ 
3 , 


> 
FURNISHED TO DANIELSVILLE. 
MIAMI WILL CONTACT SA CHARLES FERGUSON ON AL AT MIAMI 
_ BEACH AND ADVISE. MIAMISEE WFO TEL AUGUST TWENTYSIX IN 


CAPTIONED CASE. 3 ee REC 4s A 2 ef ZF: ‘ 


OKLAHOMA CITY WILL ADVISE SA ’ ‘Lod 
NEW YORK WILL ADVISE sa QR an 28 195 t 
| a EX.1 08 a. ne bg 
"BUREAU WILL ADVISE SA ROBERT ZIMMERS. SA ZIMMERS SHOULD 
BRING ANY EVIDENCE IN POSSESSION OF FBI LABORATORY. MO er 
ATLANTA WILL FOLLOW CLOSELY AND DETERMINE IF ANY DELAY AND 
SO ADVISE INTERESTED OFFICES. ALL WILL REPORT UAC 


E MI@MI AND OKLA CITY ADVISED SEP TEL. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


ATLANTA ATLANTA 


DATE | INVESTIGATIVE PERIOO 


644 &/12-25/64 
B/er (on Lie 25/ 


TITLE OF CASE 
HERBERT GUEST; JAMES SPERGON 


LACKEY, aka James Spurgeon Lackey; 


CECIL WILLIAM MYERS; JOSEPH 
HOWARD SIMS; Lieutenant Colonel 
LEMUEL A, PENN, Deceased, 

USAR Serial No. 0348661, 
Lieutenant Colonel JOHN DANIEL 


SA JACK B. SIMPSON 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


CIVIL RIGHTS; NATIONAL 
FIREARMS ACT 


——OWARD, USAR Serial No. 0439030, 


Major CHARLES E. BROWN, USAR Serial 


No. 01307648 - VICTIMS , eee 


| pp eles 
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or ss : 
REFERENCES: Report of SA ; ——:::.. 8/11/64 at 


Atlanta. 


LEADS 
ATLANTA 


Will follow and report prosecutive action. fs 


athe 
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No further specific leads being set forth as they aye as 
being set forth by teletype as they develop. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


rs Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where ‘ 
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indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) Adak) elon with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


aii s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


“The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


—aS §$ ae , sd (FE > 41 =- oO - - 


NO DUPLICATION FEE 


; DELETED PAGE(S) 
FOR THIS PAGE 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 - U. S. Attorney, Macon, Georgia : 
Copy to: - #1 - G2, Third Army, Fort McPherson, Georgia 


Report of: SA JACK B, SIMPSON Office, Atlanta, Georgia 
ay August 27, 1964 s | 


Field Office File #: 157-788 Bureou File #: 4425873 


Tisle: HERBERT GUEST; JAMES SPERGON LACKEY; 
CECIL WILLIAM MYERS; JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS; 
Iieutenant Colonel LEMUEL A, PENN, Deceased, 
USAR Serial No. 0348661, Lieutenant Colonel 
) JOHN DANIEL HOWARD, USAR Serial No. 0439939, 
Character: Major CHARLES E. BROWN, USAR Serial No. 01307648 - VICTiHS 


CIVIL RIGHTS; NATIONAL FIREARMS ACT 
Synopsis: . : 
‘Subject LACKEY appeared before USC, Athens, Ga., 8/13/04, 
declined counsel, waived hearing and was recommitted to custody of 
USM in lieu of $25,000 bond. Subjects SIMS, MYERS and GUEST, 
represented by counsel, appeared before USC, Athens, .Ga., 8/14/64, 
waived hearing and were committed to custody each in lieu cf 

$25,000 bonds. On 8/14/64 all subjects were incarcerated by USM 

in Bibb County Jail, Macon, Ga. Subject LACKEY reiterated desire 

to cooperate and willing to give testimony. Instant case scheduled 
for presentation to local Grand Jury, Danielsville, Ga., on 8/25/64 
with trial date tentatively set for 8/31/64. Allegation received 

to effect Mrs. JAMES S. LACKEY, wife of subject LACKEY, was threat:nec 
by subject CECIL MYERS using pistol ry to PENN murder. Signed 
statement obtained from Mrs. LACKEY 8/18/64 in which she confirms 
this allezation advising that her husband was present when *tnree2-: 

was made on 7/11/64. Subject LACKEY interviewed 8/19/64 and fails 
to-confirm allegation or information related by wife concerning 
allegation. Additional signed statement obtained from Mrs. LACKEY 
8/18/64 in which she indicates she lied during previous interview 

by FBI Agents on 7/29/64. ‘She states she participated with husband, 
JAMES LACKEY, and with RUTH and CECIL MYERS in formation of 

alibi covering activities of JAMES LACKEY, CECIL MYERS and HOWARD 
SIMS during pertinent period. During interview of 8/18/64 Mrs. 

LACKEY also.advised husband received threat from HOWARD SIMS during 


® . 
a 


‘This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI end is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents cre not to be distributed outside your egency. 
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AT 157-788 


See oe rk SERENA ath 


transfer from Athens Jail to Bibb County Jail, Macon, Ga. LACKEY 
in subsequent interviews denies receipt of threats which he took 
seriously while in custody. Also denies wife's participation in 
preparation of alibi. Appropriate precautionary measures taken 

by USM relating to safe custody of subjects at Bibb County Jail. 
Subject LACKEY, wife, parents and school officials deny any 
indication of menta part of JAMES LACKEY. b9 
Additional witness, QE observes Subjects SIMS and — 
GUEST at Open House Res etween 4:00 a.m. and 5:30 a.m., 
7/11/64. Victim JOHN DANIEL HOWARD reinterviewed 8/83/64 and 
unable to further describe subject vehicle. Identification records 
of .subjects set forth. Subjects LACKEY, SIMS and MYERS indicted 
by local Grand Jury at Danielsville, Ga., 8/25/64. Case against 
subject GUEST not presented by Solicitor in accordance with Georgia 
law. On 8/24/64 attorney for JAMES LACKEY announced LACKEY a2 
repudiated confession. 
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“AMES SPERGON LACKEY was brought before U. S, Commissicner 
GIRAITRD W. HAWKINS, Atners, Georgia, on August 13, 1964. LACKEY 
declixved appointmens of counsel and waived hearing. He was 
recommitted tc Clarke County Jail, Athens, Georgia, in lieu of 
$25,000 tond. 


On August 13, 1964, U. S. Commissioner HAWKINS set the 
date of hearing for subjects SIMS, MYERS ard GUEST for Auciust 2: 
1964, | 

On Avzust 13, 1964, Assistant J. S. Attorney CARY B,. 
BLASINGAVE, Middie District of Georgia, Macon, Georgia, édvised 
SA JACK BE. SIMPSON that LACKEY is no longer represented by Attorney: 
VANE %. FAWKINS and JAMES E. HUDSON, both of Athens, Georgia. 
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Surjects SIMS,-MYERS ard VEST were orcugns bersrea U.S 
icnex “3IRATRD W. HAWKINS, Atkers, Georgia, Auzust 14. 29 
‘te HAWKINS ara JAMES E, HgDS™’. 
waived re-riwe. The three were rerommittec to Cisrke Couaty 
cnans, Georgia, in lieu of $25,000 bend. 
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Cm Ausust 14, 1964, sutgects LACKEY, SIMS. MYERS 
CUEST we scamcved I>om Athens, Gecrgia, To the Bihz county 
Matcr, 
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U. S. Marshal's Office, Macon, Georgia, has assigned 
idencification numbers to subjects: 
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#AMES SFERZON LACKEY U. S. Marshal, 
Number 02029 
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HERBERT GUEST U. S. Marehai, 
Number 02030 
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IGSEPH HCWARD U. S. Marshal, 
Number 02031 


0 8 


CE°LL WILLIAM U. S. Marshal, Macon, 
Number 02032 
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On August 11, 1964, Assistant Special Agent in Charge 
EUGENE E. STEWART discussed the facts of this case as developed 
with United States Attorney FLOYD M. BUFORD and his assistant, 
GARY BLASINCAME, Middle District of Georgia, Macon, Gecrgia. 


Mr. BUFORD stated that consideration was being given t5 
sliicwing the State of Georgia tc pursue a State murder c2se pricr 
to instituting a trial.in Federal Court. Mr. BUFORD stated ths. 
a preliminary hearing had been scheduled for Friday, August i4, 
1964, before the United States Commissiorer at Athens, Gecrgia, 
and that he anticipated using only Special Agent testimct;. Mr. 
BUFORD advised that based on instructions from the Department 
of Justice and the results of his conference with the Department 
this office would be advised concerning decision on priority 


of trial and/or tke disposition of the United States Government 
case. 
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Date 


SA JACK B. SIMPSON was present in a conversation 
between U. S. Attorney FLOYD M. BUFORD, Middle District of 
Georgia, and subject JAMES S. LACKEY in the U. S. Attorney's 
Office in Athens, Georgia. 


During this conversation LACKEY advised that he would 
testify for either the State of Georgia or the Federal Government 
to factS contained in his signed statement relating to the 
murder of LEMUEL PENN. 


LACKEY advised U. S. Attorney BUFORD that the contents 
of the signed statement had been given freely and voluntarily 


‘and without threat or promise. 


LACKEY was advised by Mr. BUFORD of his constitutional 
right to be represented by counsel. According to LACKEY, it 
was his desire at that time to waive preliminary hearing and 
he indicated no desire for representation by a lawyer at 
that stage in the proceedings. 


LACKEY stated that he was without counsel at the time 
and did not wish counsel for the hearing; however, he indicated 
that he would seek representation in court but was without 
funds. 


Mr. BUFORD advised LACKEY that he could request of 
the court an attorney at any stage in the proceedings. 


The signed statement referred to above is the signed 
statement of LACKEY dated August 6, 1964, at Athens, Georgia. 
consisting of eight pages. 


Athens, Georgia File # Atlanta 157-788 


by __SA JACK RB. SIMPSON ___:evg eee ae 


This document contcine neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FB] tnd is iosned to 
your egency; it and ite contente ere act to be distributed outside your agency. . 
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Dete August 15, 1964 
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At the stieaiie of U. S. Attorney FLOYD M. BUFORD, 
Middle District of Georgia, SA JACK B. SIMPSON accompanied 
by Spécial Agents WILLIAM J. WATRY and ROBERT MICHAEL KANE, 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation Agents JAMES C. CARNES and 
M. F. CALLAWAY, Sheriff DEWEY SEAGRAVES of Madison County, 
and the Honorable CLETE D. JOHNSON, Solicitor of the Northern 
Judicial Circuit, went to the Clarke County Jail at Athens, 
Georgia, for interview with JAMES S. LACKEY. 


In the presence of LACKEY and the above-named 
individuals SA SIMPSON read LACKEY's signed statement relating 
to the murder of LEMUEL PENN of Washington, D. C. LACKEY 
acknowledged to all present that the facts in this statement 
were true and correct and that he had provided the statement 
freely and voluntarily without threat or promise. 


LACKEY stated that he would testify to the contents 
of this statement either for the Federal Government or for 
the State of Georgia. 
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LACKEY was asked if rumors circulating, to the effect 
that he had been in a mental institution and had been involved 
in a service station robbery, were true. LACKEY said that 
these rumors were absolute lies and that in his lifetime he 
had only gotten one traffic ticket in the State of Tennessee. 
Aside from this one traffic ticket, LACKEY said he had never 
before been in trouble with the law. 
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Irn addition LACKEY said he had never been in a hospital 
of any kind and had never had any mental illness. 


The signed statement read to LACKEY was his stateme.:: 
dated August 6, 1964, at Athens, Georgia, consisting of eight 


“pages. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI are is loa-.ed tc 
your egency; it end ite contents acre not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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In acccrdance with instructions from the Department cf 
Justice, Special Agent ROBERT MICHAEL KANE, on August i7, 1964, 
personally delivered pertinent material, developed during the 
course of this investigation, to Honorable CLETE D, JOHNSON, 
Solicitor General, Northern Judicial Circuit, Royston, Georgi:. 


On August 20, 1964, Solicitor General CLETE D. JOHNSON, 
Royston, Georgia, and Solicitor General JEFF WAYNE, Gainesville, 
Georgia, advised Special Agent ROBERT MICHAEL KANE that the 
state murder case will be presented to a State Grand Jury 
at Danielsville, Georgia, on August 25, 1964. Tentative czte 
for trial is set for August 31, 1964. 
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On August 20, 1964, Judge CAREY SKELTON, Northern 
Circuit Judicial District of Georgia, requested that a rep- 
resentative of the FBI contact HERBERT GUEST and determine 
if this person was represented by counsel. 


T erviewed by Special Agents 
Cs =: ae =: the Bibb County Jail, b2- 
con, Georgia, at whic me he advised he was represented 
by Attorney JIM HUDSON, address Southern Mutual Building, 


Athens, Georgia. 


Tne above was the extent of the interview ans ir- 
formation furnished by HERBERT GUEST. 
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your egency; it and ite contents cre not to be distributed outside your egency. 
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FD-302 (Rew. 1-28-80) 


Dete _Aucust 21, 1964 
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; On August 20, 1964, Judge CAREY SKELTON, Northern 
Cireiit Judicial District of Georgia, requested that a rep- 
resentative of the FBI contact JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS and deter- 
mine if this person was represented by counsel. 


EPH s interviewed by Special Agents 
and at the Bibb County Jail, Macon, b> 
Georgia, at which time he ed that he was. represented by — 


Attornéy JIM HUDSON, address Southern Mutual Building, Athens, 
Georgia. 


The above was the extent of the interview and in- 


formation furnished by JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS. 
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: On August 20, 1964, Judge CAREY SKELTON, Northern 
Circuit Judicial District of Georgia, requested that a rep- 
resentativd of the FBI contact CECIL WILLIAM MYERS and deter- 
mine if this person was represented by counsel. 


was interviewed by Speciai Agents 
———— ano alia: the Bibb County Jail, Macon, §y 
or t which me he d he was represented by Attorney 
JIM HUDSON address, Southern Mutual.-Building, Athens, Georgia. 


The above was the extent of the interview and infor- 
mation furnished by CECIL WILLIAM MYERS. 
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Dete August el, 1964 
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- © On August 20, 1964, Judge CAREY SKELTON, Northern 


Circuit Judicial District of Georgia, requested that a rep- 


resentative of the FBI contact JAMES SPERGON LACKEY and de- 
termine if this person was represented by counsel. 


JAMES SPERGON LACKEY was interviewed at t ibb 


Count Jail, Macon, Georgia, by Special Agents 
on and advised he was not repre ba 
atto ime and he desired the State of Georgia 


to appoint him one. He stated he was without funds to employ 
an attorney. 


The above was the extent of the interview and in- 
formation furnished by JAMES SPERGON LACKEY. 


On 8/20/64 ot ___ Macon, Georgia 


by 
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tter postmarked August 12, 1964, =: er: 
i LEMUEL A. PEN 


and that he was 
forced to er of Lieutenant Ccicnel 
PENN, alleged that LACKEY's wife said that “one ci ths 
boys" wa gun on her, put it to her stomach and said, “I have 
killed one an another want make no difference." 
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The following signed statement was furnished by 
LORETTA LACKEY: 


"Clermont, Ga. 
8-18-64 


"I, Loretta Lackey, make the follcwing volurtar 
statement to Jack B. Simpson and ee 
whom I know to be Special Agents ederai Bureau 


of Investigation, 


"I know that I need not give a statement and if 
I do it can be used in court in connection with an 
official investigation. No threats or promises 
have been made me to get me to make a statement, 


"I am 28 years old, live at Rt. 1, Clermont, (2. 
and I have a fifth grade educaticn, 
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"On the night of july 10th, 1964 at about 
7:00 PM or 7:30 PM, Cecil Myers brought his wife 
Ruth and his three sons over to my house at 215 First 


Street in Athens, Ca. They arrived in his Chevy 
Station wagon. 
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"After Cecil dropped his family off, he anc 
James left in the station wagon saying they would see 


us about 12:00 or 1:00 o'clock. Each carried his 
pistol with hin. 


"Actually, we didn't see either one of them again 
until about 6:30 AM on July ll, 1964. 


“During the night, I called People's Oil Compan), 
Guest‘s Garage and the Open House Restaurant t* see 
if I could find James & Cecil. [I believe the actual 
time I called was about 5:45 AM on 7-11-64. At none 
of these places could [I locate my husband. 


“At about 6:30 AM on 7-11-64 James & Cecil 
arrived at my house in the station wagon. [I met ther --. 
as they came up on the porch, 
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"I raised the roof asking where they had been 
all night. 


"J wanted to know where they had been & why they 
hadn't called, 


"At this point, Cecil Myers pulled his gun out of 
the holster, cocked it and said, "I've killed one, 
two won't make no difference, ' 


"I told him to go ahead & pull the trigger if he 
had the guts. He put the gun back in the holster and 
got his family & left. 
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“after he left, Janes & I bad noc further 
discussicn about either the incicent or where James 
had spent the evening. We went to bed shortly 
thereafter. 


ne eo"? -@ * 
~ . ~~ . 


‘ ~ . 
oo - 


Sn 


"No, I want to correct this. Actually James told 
Myers to put the gun away & said they had been out 
burning crosses. Everytime [I asked the questicn 
about where they had been, they answered ‘out burning 
crosses, ' 
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"Mrs. Myers witnessed all of this but she had 
nothing to say when Cecil pulled cut his gun, 


"As I remember James" exact words to Cecil, he 
said, ‘Put that gun away.' Cecil did as he was told 
and left with his family. : 

"Cecil Myers has never apologized to me since 
this happened on 7-11-64 and he has never threatened 
me since this time. 

* -"] have read these 4 pages and they are true. 


. "/s/ Addie Loretta Lackey ee 
“witnesses: b2 atl 


/s/ J Sp. Agent, FBI, Atlanta, Ga., 8-18-64. 
/s/ Special Agent, FBI, Atlanta, 
a. 5-16-0%" | | 
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August 19, 1964 


Mrs. JAMES S. LACKEY (LORETTA LACKEY) was 
interviewed at Route 1, Clermont, Georgia, at which time 
she voluntarily provided the following signed statement: 


"Clermont, Ga. 
8-18-64 


- "I, Loretta Lackey, make the following 
Vv statement to Jack B. Simpson and — 
een whom I know to be Special Agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


"I know I need not make a statement & if I 
do it can be used against me in court. I know 
prior to making any statement that I can see a lawyer. 
Mr. Simpson has informed me of this right. 


"No threats or promises have been made me to 
get me to make a statement. 


"On July 29, 1964, I was interviewed by the 
FBI in Athens, Ga. I was treated during this 
interview with every kindness and consideraticn 
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"At the time of this interview, I had been very 
worried about my husband, James Lackey. I suspected 
he might have had something to do with the Pern 
murder. 
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“I lied to the FBI agents who interviewed me 
by telling them that my husband had been home on 
7-11-64 between 3:00 AM & 4:00 AM. I also lied 
about my husband and Cecil Myers, and Howard Sims 
being around my house on First Street looking fcr a 
prowler on the night of 7-10-64 and early morning of 
7-11-64. Actually none of them were around and I 
did not know where they had been from 7:00 PM on 
7-10-64 to 6:30 AM on 7-11-64. 
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8/18/64 - Clermont, Georgia Atlanta 157-788 
On ot File # 


Special Agents JACK B. SIMPSON and b7e— 
by ghb_- Deate dictated 8/19/64 . 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it end ite contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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"I told this story bécause after the Penn 
murder and several days after the FBI arrived in Athens, 
I was with Ruth & Cecil Myers and my husband James Lackey 
at People's Oil Company in Athens. Cecil, Ruth and 
James told me what to say if I was questioned by the 
FBI. I stuck to the story I was told to tell when first 


interviewed by the FBI Agents. 


"T worried afterwards because I lied and my 


, conscience bothered me. I got very nervous and upset. 
-In fact, I got so upset over the lie I told that I got 


sick & went to bed. 


“I can't alibi for my husband or any of his 


friends because the truth is that I don't know where they 
were from 7:00 PM on July 10th to 6:30 AM cn duly 1l, 1964. 


"ij have read these 3 pages and are true. 


"/s/ Addie Loretta Lackey 


"Witnesses: /s/ Jack B. Simpson, Sp Agent, FBI, Atlanta, 


/s/ pecial Agent, F2!, bac 


In addition to the above signed statement, Mrs. 
LACKEY advised as follows during this interview: 


According to Mrs. LACKEY, she had been ill four 
or five days prior to July ll, 1964, but had not consulted 


a doctor. 


She said that she became particularly frightened 
and was "shaking in her boots" on the early morning of 
July 11, 1964, when CECIL MYERS pulled a gun on her. She 
said that on the evening of July 11, 1964, she got particularly 
nervous thinking about MYERS’ pulling the trigger on the gun. 
She eaid the thoughts running through her mind ccecncerned what . 
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would happen to her five-year-old daughter if MYERS had 
actually shot her. 


She stated that on the day of July ll, 1964, she 
was at the Peoples Oil Company in Athens, Georgia, and had 
listened to her husband, JAMES LACKEY, read aloud from the 
local newspaper the events connected with the shooting of 
LEMLEL PENN, 


Mrs. LACKEY said she became worried and begga: 


‘wondering if her husband and CECIL MYERS had really been 
‘out “burning crosses" as they claimed they had been during 


the pertinent time of this shooting. 


° After listening to her husband read the news- 
paper, Mrs. LACKEY said she asked him again if he had had 
ahything to do with the PENN shooting, and he indicated that 
he had net. Mrs. LACKEY said she was not convinced by her 
husband's answer and worried “right smart" about this affair 
thereafter. 


Accordizg to Mrs. LACKEY, subsequent to the 
reading of this newspaper she noticed a change in her 
husband, that he got very quiet and did not have mich to | 
Say around heme and that his appetite seemed to be affected. 


Mrs. LACKEY said she personally became more and 
mcre worried as the days progressed from July ll, 1964. an.d 
that her husband seemed to be a ‘‘changed man." She saica she 
_knew s.mething was on his mind and that he even changed in 
“the way in which he dealt with their small Save-year-old 
daughter. 


Mrs. LACKEY said that after July ll, 1964, she 
began waking up at night crying because she was so worried 
about her husband. She said she felt sick and nervous absut 
the whole thing. 


Mrs. LACKEY stated that at the time she was first 
intervViewed by the FBI on July 29, 1964, the two Agents had 
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treated her with every kindness and had conducted then- 
selves at all times as gentlemen. She said that she had 
given these two Agents a false statement and had lied to 
them about the whereabouts of her husband during the early 
morning hours of July ll, 1964. She said this lie had hurt 
her conscience and caused her considerable worry and concern. 


Mrs. LACKEY also said that it worried her that 
she had been instructed by her husband and by RUTH and 
CECIL MYERS to furnish an alibi relating to the night cf 
_July 10, 1964, and the morning of July ll, 1964. 


At the time this alibi was proposed, Mrs. 
LACKEY stated she had asked CECIL MYERS why he had pullec 
a gun on her during the early morning of July 11, 1964, and 
he had replied, "I was funning you."' She said MYERS told 
her that actually he would not have narmed a hair cn her 
he ad. 


According to Mrs. LACKEY, she has never been 
threatened by anycne subsequent to the PENN murder anc hécs 
never been threatened by anyone in connection with the 
alibi which she was told to relate to the FBI if questioned 
by them, 


Mrs. LACKEY stated that the alibi to the effsct 
that MYERS, SIMS and her husband had been looking for a 
prowler around the LACKEY residence on the night of July 10 
and early morning of July 11, 1964, was definitely a lise ana 
further that it was a lie that her husband had been at hensie 
between 3:00 and 4:00 a.m. on the morning of July ll, 
1964. 
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Mrs. LACKEY stated that as far as she knew, her 
husband had only been under a doctor's care twice in the 
six years they have been married and that these two incidents 
involved stomach trouble and nose bleed. She stated that 
as far as she knows, her husband has never been in a hospitai 
and has never had any mental illness. 
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Mrs. LACKEY stated that an 
recall, LACKEY has been treated b of $7e 
Gainesville, Georgia, and by a of nggold 
Read in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

Mrs. LACKEY said she visited her husband 
Sunday, August 16, 1964, at the Bibb County Jail in Macon, 
Georgia, at which time he told her that,while en route 
from Athers Jail to Macon Jail, he was threatened by 
Howard Sims. No details were furnished Mrs. LACKEY by > 
‘her husband relating to this alleged threat. 
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Dete August 22, 1964 


was contacted at. her residerce at whicn time she a 
W425 5 5¢Cifically advised th: ' N 
? 


stated at this time she had not 
received the information that Mrs. LACKEY had lost her 4 _ 
barby cue to the results of the interview of her by FBI y 
Agez:t= from Mrs. LACKEY herself and that she had no discussed 
the matter with her. She stated that in her letter to Mrs. 
LEMZEL PENN she did not mean to infer that the loss of 
Mrs. LACKEY's baby was directly due to the interview by 
F2r ert= buy was rather a combination of circumstances 
.o.c¢e=c ing the shooting of Colonel PENN. 


at this time advised that she had 
wr2*+ten letters on August 12, 1964 to Governor CARL SANDERS, 
My=. LEMVEL PENN, and three preachers. She advised that the 
Le*.*erz to the preachers had requested that they pray for 
her trcrther in his hour of need. 
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"August 19. 1964 
Macon, secrvia 
"i. cames Svergor. Lackey, dco herety male tne following 
fr na vcluntary statement? to and 
who “ave identified themse:ves to me és Specia. mets 
G .< Federa. Bureau of Inveszization. i urderstard * ao 
roo have to make any statement and any statement I do make 
can bre used as evidence against me in a cour’ of law. < 
4isc understand I Lave the rights to conms:it with am arvtorr 
cr anyone eise prior to furrishir ng this stapames> at 7.2% 
ras beer. expiainec to me by Special Azerr 


26 ycars cold and kave completed 9 years of 
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wife waiting 
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and accused ° : 
i Myers and i. hs 
seer pose wives sj nce 
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“i Barty 

| My wife rsa. some mone ris with Myers, 
which 2 20 07 recail, but iS was akour heinz with womer. 
4= thie me, Myers and I hud our guns om our nips, ut 
reitr.er of us tock them out of their noisters. I do not 
recali Myers making any threatening remarks to my wife 
and I 4m certain Myers Gid rot pull his gum as I was 
was Sitting directiy setween my wife ani Myers and vous 
ave aeen suti. actions. Myers did rot make any statemsn. 
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a“o.t hLavirg killed one man or any other similar 
statement. iI do not recall leaving the presence 
or Myers and our wives at any time pricr to Myers, 
his wife ard three children leaving that morning, 
which was just shortly after 6:00 AM, 7/11/64. 


"On 7/18/64, at sometime around 7:00 PM, I 
arr:.vea at my home and found Cecil and Ruth Myers 
visiting. Myers was talkizrg to someone on my 
telephone and the wives were talking tozether. 
‘After Myers fir.ished his phorse call we went to 
fuests' Garage and sSalked with several differens 
friends. Thereafter we went for a cup of coffee 
again visited at the garage. Apdout 10:50 PM, we 
wert: home ard Myers arid his wit? went home. Myers, 
Curing this evening had his gm cr, Put he rever 
nO2 30 out oF the hoisver. <= 2c not know how icte 
"r& Myers were at my tome sefore i as% Ti.ere 2°. 

Or; nos kiow Of any “orversation between then aria 
my wife. 
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"Av no time did I ever have ary cor. 
wit! my wife abcut any kind of an alibi 
whereaxvours on che night of 7/20-11/o4, ari 
ever mentioned anything to me of havinz kad 
disi:ussed with her by Cecil or Ruth Mvers. 
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~ never inscructed my wife as to any “ind of 
as‘ory or alibi and in fact I toli ner to tell 

che F,B.I. Agents anything she warted to. Up to 

rhe present time I have not discussed my involvement 
ix “ne Pern shooting other than to dery it. 
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"X have read this. (4) four page statement & it 
is «ru® & correct, 


; . "/s/ James Lackey L 9 ¢.. 


“Wetness: /s/ lL Agent, FBI, Atlarta, 8/19/6é 
Mf s/ cial Agent, FBI. Atlarvé; é.., 


7 


_¢ 
> .*"* 


“Pe A 


“sl 


—— . =. . 
ak. Bem, Mee oe, eae . eo ae 

=. »° “o> .. $34 on ae . r 9" . =e as 
. = 4 . “ YY me = 

“ . -* af Bes cw ~~ « tu . 

¢ ~ *F Ge “a - ive rl ite _# 


78. NP a 


7O-008 Moe, EOGee Bien BUREAU OF wes? 


Date Aurust 16, 1964 


| «AMES SFERSON LACKSY, ir.mets 

interviewed at thst insticSuticr:. SA 

LACKEZ he did not have te make any ssétemern statement 
he did make cculd bs use &inst him in @ court of law. LACKEY 
was also infcrmed by SA ~_ 24t he had tha right to taik with 
@ lawyer of his owr. choice cr aryone else before saying anything 
at all and that if he canmnct pay for a lawyer the judze will get 
one for hin. 


LACKEY acvised as fcllows: 


LACKEY has céeon cecnfined a% the pich viehera 
Block "Bl" in a ceili with HERBERT GUEST sincs Augu 
LACKEY, GUEST, HOWARD SIMS ard CECIL MYERS were trans? 
the Clarke Te aii, Athens, Georgie. 
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Jper. arriv rai at vas Bist County Jail; Reb 

during aft<-rrocn of August i4, 2554, and weils starding 

at she jailcs's Contes bzing <vece«sed, LALKEY said helic 

and MENS . SIMS ~apited witn rodeo 14ks, "God damn sou scr-of- 
a-bitsh," 224d LACKE: She. axes $9 hinssl? waar 22 SIMS Pel werats wav 

he would nes taix to himany move, 
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loud wsis: so LACKEY «cu. +¥ 

where SIMS 22.0 MZERS avi incazrcsrated. 3 eid on aes 
threavening bus LACKEY cconsiderec tie 

talk" and igr.cre a3. A sacrs tims i 

loud voice tha‘, bs was scomy he rai rice 
told GUEST wane “aires Of his buddy LACKEZ. 
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. LACKEY nenvicned to his wite cn Sunday, August 14, 3 
thats SIMS nad made a Shreetening remarz but 2 Gid not tell hz 
the stztenent mace by LACKEY. 


LACKEY G2d 3.0% corsice> SIMS' rezrarx sex a-d hs has 
no reason to fea> for seacurisy of himself? cz yet his family. 
LACKEY claimed thas hs did nov resail the astual > x wnish ae 
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somewhat threatening by SIMS ar.d he did not consider the 
matter worthy of further discussion. 


- LACKEY stated that he is well satisfied being in 
the cell with GUEST ar.d h2 has no complaints. 
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- « JAMES SPERGON LAC viewed h a> ty... 
Jail, Macon, Georgia, by SAs and b2¢_ 
LACKEY advised that on Tuesday, August 18, 1964, he 
had no visitors. He did not know whether or not CECIL MYERS had 
any visitors and, if MYERS had any visitors, he did not see them. 


He knows hoth of MYERS' brothers but did not see them and did 
not xnow if either of them visited MYERS. 


During the course of the interview, LACKEY indicated he 
hed received no threats against his life since arriving at the 
Bibb County Jail. 
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1 August 19, 1964 


Date 


f 

Mrs, MANDY JANE LACKEY, mother of JAMES S. LACKEY, 
was 4ntervicwed at her residence, Route 1, Clermont, 
Georgia. 


Mrs. LACKEY was asked about the state of health 
of her son, JAMES, She advised that he has never been 
mentaily ill and, in fact, has never been in a hospital. 


2 Mrs. LACKEY stated that JAMES was hit with a ball 
in the stomach when a student in school and has subsequently 
had stomach trouble occasionally as a result of this acci- 
dent. She stated that aside from occasional stomach 
trouble and nose bleed that his health has been ccnsidered 
gocd. 


Mrs. LACKEY said her son attended the tenth 
grade and was well regarded by teachers in Lula, Georgia. 
She indicated that at no time during nis school attendance 
was he ever reported to her as a disciplinary prcoblen., 
> 

Mzs. LACKEY did recall that on sne cccasion in 
about 1945, cCAMES had been in a fight with a boy on the 

schoolbus but aside from this his schceol attendance was 
uneveotful. 
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re ete Qfrocin. BUREAU C:* ives AOSD 


Date August 19, 1964 


' Mr. L. D, LACKEY, father cf JAMES S. LACKEY, 
Pvate 1, Clarment, Georgia, advised that JAMES S, LACEEY 
has gever had any problems with mental health and that 
any Statements by any person to this effect are incorrect. 


Mr. LACKEY stated that he knovs JAMES has hsd to 
work hard and has worked long hours as manager of the 
Peoples Vil Company in Athens, Ceorgia, and that he, L, D. 
LACKEY, would not be surprised if JAMES had had to take 
some “pills to keep himself going. 
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<s ay galt be OFivinn. BUREAU (:) WiVEST A at 


Date August 19, 1964 


Sohc.}, cupty, Georgia, advise that the following : 


dtceant ian was reflectcd in the records of that school 
pertaining to JAMES SPERGON LACKEY: : z 


Date of Birth December 4, 1935 
Place of Birth Hall County, Georgia 
Grade completed Ninth grade, 


June, 1951 
Academic average B 


Intelligence 
Quotient 67 
Mental maturity 
average 88 


Tae type of tests utilized in obtaining the 
above averages and the administrators and the identities of 


Se teachers are not indicated or known iii L- 
‘ “— 


‘ General health 
condition Good 
Attendance record Good 


There is no indication of any disciplinary 
acticn taken against LACKEY, or any other information 
regarding his general capabilities, personal problems, 


activities or serious illnesses while in the Hall County 
School System. 


It was noted that AE aught LACKEY bt: 


during his final three years and might possibly be in a 
position to have personal knowledge concerning hin. 
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August 19, 1964 


Date 


teacher, Lula Elementary School, 
advise:d as J <“ws: | | } 


Or Nea sae es res SaGe os th ied 


is personally acquainted with JAMES S, 
LACKEY, Laving taught LACKEY at Lula Elenentary Schcol 
TOR 194 Le Y ne Oe LARS UT. 
— tt oe 


. come 


recalled LACKEY as a slightly 62, 
beica average student, c ng as the probable cause a lack 

of interest traceable to his illiterate parents and general 

home condit ions, 


LACEEZEY's reputation ong the students and teachers 
, was fairly gecd, and neither Wes: any other teachers t= 


- Hs Ollecticn had any disciplinary problems with LACKEY. 
es occasion visited the home of JAMES‘ father, 

LL. D, L’CKSyY, to observe the vocati iculture projects Lo 
that JAMES was performing at home. observed Kr — 


». D, LACKEY to be a hard-working individual, and the 
Frenusstico of both JAMES and his family during ihe time 
elm: s3Mn53 im ¢chsol was pretty good.” 


has no knowledce of any mental illness 
cn the pact of CAMES LACKEY or his family or any hbospitali- 
zati-n on the part of JAMES LACKEY, 


Wee ::: had no contact with JAMES LACKEY 
Since 1-042 eft scheol and could recall no particular 


associates of LACKSY who were close to kim while LACKEY 
was in scno3] tr since he has left. 
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i Dete August §, 1964 


He stated it is his customary practice 
e early hours of the morning and go to the 
Open House Restaurant on Hancock Street in Athens. 


He recalled that on the early morning of 
July 11, 1964, at approximately 3 a.m. he received a 
telephone call from his daughter inasmuch as his daughter 
heard a dog barking and calied him thinking the dog may 
be his dog. After this telephone call he stayed up, read 
the newspaper and then left his residence and went to the 
Oper House Restaurant. He arrived at approximately four a.m. 
in the morning and stayed there until approximately 5:30 a.m. 
During his stay at the Open House Restaurant from 2... 
to 5:30 a.m. he recalled seeing HOWARD SIMS and HERBERT 
GUEST and two other individuals whowhe did not know. He 
viewed a group of miscellaneous photographs containing 
pictures of HERBERT GUEST, JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, JAMES 
LACKEY, DOUGLAS MYERS, CECIL WILLIAM MYERS, PAUL STRICKLAND, 
D R PHILLIPS and THOMAS FOLENDORE., From this group he 
selected the photographs of SIMS ard GUEST as the two 
individuals he saw at the Open House Restaurant, however 
he was unable to identify any of the other photographs as 
perscns with SIMS or GUEST. 
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He stated he has known both SIMS and GUEST as 
residents of Athens for the past few years and was quite 
Sure they were both at the Open House while he was there 
from 4 a.m. to 5 a.m. Both SIMS and GUEST were still at 
the Open House when he left at 5:30 a.m., July 11, 1964, 
and he recalled returning to this restaurant sometime 
between 6 and 6:30 a.m., however GUEST arid SIMS were no 
longer there. There were other persons at the restaurant 
dyring 4 a.m. to 5:30 a.m., however he could not recall 
these persons, 
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He stated he is not a member of the Ku Klux Klar, 
however at one time he had an application for membership 
but never sent it in. 


F/ 
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i | Date 


: terviewed at his place of employment on 
He was interviewed to determine if he - 
ha eeneat the Open House Restaurant during the early 


morning hours of July 11, 1964. 


Zz .. he recalls being at the | 
Open House Restaurant only two or three times in the 


past six-months period. He described the Open House 
Restaurant as being a place where drunks congregate 

and most people only visit as it is the only restaurant 
which is open all night in Athens. 


He stated he specifically recalled being there 
on Sunday morning, July 26, 1964, about 6:00 am with his 
wife and friends and may possibly have been there several 
other times. , 


He stated as far as the morning of July 11, 1964, 
is concerned, he does not recall specifically being there 
and stated he seldom goes to the Open House Restaurant 
when,there has been a race run at his race track on the 
previous evening. He stated the race which had been 
scheduled for July 3 was postponed until July 10 and 
after the race was run, which would have finished about 
Midnight, July 10th, the track employees spent the rest 
of the night getting the track in shape for the racing meet 
the following evening. Hes = as never been to the 
Open House Restaurant oth i although he kncws 
him as a driver at the track. e stated he dces not recall 


seeing EOWARD SIMS at the restaurant at any particular time 
or date, 
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stated it was possible he was at the 
Open House Restaurant in the morning of July 11; however, 
if-he was, he could not identify any of the persons he 
might have seen, 
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JOHN DANIEL HOWARD, Number 50, S Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C., having observed numerous automobiles of | 
Various makes and models, made the following statements 
concerning the. vehicle which he saw on July ll, 1964, at 
the’ time Colonel LEMUEL A. PENN was shot and killed: 


He advised that he has not changed his original 
belief that this vehicle was a General Motors car, possibly 
a Chevrolet. He explained that due to the suddenness of the 
events and poor visibility, he was not able to furnish any 
distinguishing characteristics of this vehicle. His sole 
basis for believing it to be a Chevrolet was the box-like 
silhouette of the rear end of this car which he cbserved 
as it picked up speed and disappeared into the fog. He ori- 
ginally estimated this car to have been a 1960 or i961 
model but qualified this estimate noting that Chevrciet 
models from 1960 through 1964 have a very similer box-like 
styling to the rear end. He could not be certain but believed 
this was a full size car and not a sompact-style or ststion 
- wagon. He was of the opinion that!the styling of the Chevro- 
* let statien wagon was sufficiently distinctive for him to 
eliminate same as the vehicle in question. . 
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HOWARD aiso noted that there were other Gereral 
Motors makes which have rear end style somewhat similar to 
the Chevrolet but he is particularly familiar with Oidsmcbiles 
and Cadillacs, being an owner of the former and feels that 
he can eliminate these makes. He pointed out that the rear 
end styling of the Cadillac, particularly 1959 and 1960 
models, is quite distinctive and easily recognized. | 
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Although the visibility was very ncor at sth ttie. 


he is certain this car was a light color, either cream or 
yellow. He could not discount the possibility that it was 
two-tone in color but if so, both colors would have t>2s2. 

light and not cantrasting. 
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HOWARD reiterated that all of his statements 
concerning this car are based on impressions and net any 
specific characteristic of the car. He stated that he would rot 
be able to identify this car in the event it was located. 
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: Dete August 10, 1225 


i; 
<> CR veces oun sno, | 
1110 West Peachtree Street, Atlanta, Georgia, advised that - 74 


he does not keep a record of sales of ammunition. 


further stated that he has reviewed 
the photogravohs of JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS, JAMES LACKEY, CECIL 
WILLIAM MYERS, and HERBERT GUEST which recently appeared 
in the locai newspaper and stated that they were unfamiliar 
to him. 


About three weeks ago, he reviewed his sales 
records to determine if SIMS or LACKEY had made purcheses 
of guns or gun parts from his store but found that they 
had not. He is unable to say whether or not any of the 
individuals mentioned above have ever bought Number One or 

‘ Number Zero buckshot-type ammunition in his store.. 
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On August 10, 1964, THOMAS FOLENDORE telephonically 
advised Assistant Special Agent in Charge EUGENE-H. STEWART that . 
he was moving on August 10, 1964, to Sandersville, Georgia, where 


he will be residing with his parents, 1150 South Harris, telephone 
552-3318, Sandersville, Georgia. 
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' On August 25, 1964, subjects SIMS, LACKEY and MYERS were 
neyo pay by a local Grand Jury in Danielsville, Madison County, 
Georg 


A True Bill was returned charging that JAMES S. LACKEY, 
JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS and CECIL WILLIAM MYERS, hereinafter referred 
to as the accused,with the offense of murder for that the said 
accused on the llth day of July, 1964, in Madison County, Georgia, 
did then and there unlawfully and with force and arms willfuliy 
and feloniously and with malice aforethought kill and murder 
LEMUEL A. PENN, a human being, by shooting him, the said LEMUEL A. 
PENN, with a certain shotgun giving and inflicting on and upon said 


* LEMUEL A. PENN a mortal wound and wounds of which wound anc -;o.nde 


the said LEMUEL A, PENN died, -contrary to the law cf said stat e, 
the good order, -peace and dignity thereof. 


} Solicitor JEFF WAYNE advised that subject MYERS is 
currently represented by JOHN DARSEY of Commerce, Georgia. DARSEY 
was appoirted to represent MYERS by CAREY SKELTON, Superior Court 
Judge, Northern Judicial Circuit, on August 25, 1964. 


WAYNE also advised that subject SIMS is represented 
by Attorney JIM HJDSON of Athens, Georgia, and that aub ject LACKF™ 
is represented by Attorney JOHN W. WILLIFORD of Elberton, Georgia. 


WILLIFORD was appointed to represent LACKEY orn August 24, 
1964, dy Judge SKELTON. 


According to Solicitor WAYNE, subject GUEST was rot 
indistsa and his case will not be presented to the Grand Jury 
until suck. time as the other subjects in this matter are convictes 
as requirei under Georgia law. 


Solicitor WAYNE indicated that this case is tentativsiy 
schéculed for trial on August 31, 1964, in Madison County, Georgi«. 
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Deleted under exemption(s) _b)QVe@) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
> 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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Under date of Aurust 15, 1964, information was received 
from v*.2 idex.tizication Division of the FBI to the effect that 
a search cf the firserprints of CAMES SPERSON LACKEY, fir:zervrintsd 
by FBI Atiarta, ieorgia, August 10, 1964, under number 
failed ti. Gisclose pricr arrest data. b2. 


ird=r date cf August 15, 1964, information was reseived 
caersifiestion Division of the FBI to the effect that 
of the finserprints of CESIL WILLIAM MVERS. finzeraei<*si = 
A‘ ianta, Teergia, August 26, 1964, under number 
Aisczlose prisor arrest data. b7— 
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“The Atlanta Journal," Monday, August 24, 1964, carried 
a story written by PAUL VALENTINE indicating that JOHN W. 
WILLIFORD of Elberton, Georgia, attorney for LACKEY, had announced 
that LACKEY repudiated his confession concerning involvement in 
the slaying of LEMUEL PENN, 


- 


~~ 
‘ 


ay. 
te. 


ae 
. ° ows. * - 4 
. , 04,8 ad hh ae : 
6 - ea ‘ 
’ *, * a ‘, b ts f 


7 
be! enn 


4 °9**, . #f 


PON ae 


s | 


‘ s . , -* OW, bg * : ae sy 4 
oS at yeh fo! aes vie 


5 
et 
# ( 
> _ 
of aa 4: 
= - 
+ 

me i 

& 


+4 
Tt 
5 ; 


sy . 
r ¥ 
4 


“ake 
os 


. 
Sad 
, 


+» 
» 
Cy a“. 


’ 
‘ 
‘ 


e* 


FBI 


Date: 8/27/64 


"(Type in plain text or code) 
AIRMAIL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


fe ee ae ee eee ee. 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-25873) 
SAC, ATLANTA (157-788) 


FRC : 4 
Comic) 
’ Enclosed herewith are five copies of report of 
. SA JACK B,. SIMPSON dated 8/27/64 in this matter. 
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: For the Bureau's information, two copies of a 
memorandum dated 8/27/64 have been furnished to Solicitor 
General CLETE D. JOHNSON, Northern Judicial Circuit, 
Royston, Georgia, in this matter. This supplements the 
previous memorandum furnished him dated 8/15/64. The 
instant memorandum is comprised of pages 2 through 39 

of the enclosed report. This memorandum was personally 
delivered in view of the fact that trial date of 8/31/64 
had been set and the contents of the memorandum reflect 
the developments in this case ‘since preparation of the 
memorandum dated 8/15/64. 
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Date: 8/27/64 
Transmit the following in 


"(Type in plain text or code) 
AIRMAIL 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-25873) 


SAC, ATLANTA (157-788) 
SUBJECT: (:PENVIC ) 
Ge. ‘ of 


- 
Poe 
~~ — as eee 


ReButel 8/24/64 and Atlanta tel to Director 
8/24/64. : 


Enclosed for the Bureau are three copies each of 
sworn affidavits obtained from SAs JACK B. SIMPSON and 
. CLARENCE A. BROM on 8/27/64 at Atlanta, Georgia. 

In addition, there is enclosed for the Bureau 
six copies of letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination 
as requested by the Bureau in referenced teletype. 
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5 ‘TED STATES DEPARTMENT Ox." USTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Atlanta, Georgia 
August 27,1964 


HERBERT GUEST; 

JAMES SPERGON LACKEY, 

aka James Spurgeon Lackey; 

CECIL WILLIAM MYERS; 

JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS; 

Lt. Col. LEMUEL A. PENN, Deceased 
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The listed individuals above were investigated 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in connection 
with the murder of Lemuel A. Penn on July 1l, 1964, in 
Madison County, Georgia. During the course of this 
investigation the listed subjects were interviewed by 
he opera: Agents of the FBI. 
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| ‘James S. Lackey was arrested on August 6, 1964, 

"i on a charge of conspiracy to violate the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 in connection with the murder of Penn. 

With the permission of the U. S. Department of Justice 
an agreement was reached with the county authorities in 
Madison County, Georgia, to release Lackey and others 
to the state for trial on a murder charge. Lackey, who 
was without counsel, was furnished with Court-appointed 
counsel John W. Williford,. Elberton, Georgia, on. 

-- August 21, 1964, by Circuit Court Judge Carey Skelton. 
The FBI has been advised that Williford intervievred 
Lackey in Bibb County jail, Macon, Georgia, on August 21 
and August 22, 1964. Williford informed Solicitor General 
Clete D. Johnson, who is prosecuting the murder triii, 
that Lackey repudiated the confession he made in a signed 
statement to FBI Agents on August 6, 1964. It was 
reported that Lackey stated that his statement was not 
true and that he gave this statement after he had been 
“grilled” for eight hours and agreed to say anything 
desired of him in order to terminate the interview. 
Lackey further claimed, according to Williford, that he 
was offered money to furnish information and was promised 
a suspended sentence. | 
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ae Based on the above Special Agents Clarence A, 


-* Brom, assigned to the Newark, N. J., Office, and 


Jack B. Simpson assigned to the Atlanta Office, were 
interviewed concerning the above allegations and 
whether there had been any actions taken in connection 
with their contacts with Lackey that would not have 
been within the , norma course of their investigation 


in this case. 4 


In summary both special Agents have categorically 
denied that the statements made by Lackey were made 
because of promises or threats; that he was not advised 
of his rights or in any way deprived of them; or abused 
in any manner to make a confession. Both Special Agents 
Brom and Simpson have stated that Lackey's comfort and 
convenience were always of primary importance, and that 


“the record will clearly show that his confession was 


voluntary and was made without duress, and the actions 


‘ and conduct of these two individuals were at all times 


above reproach. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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, Atlanta, Georgia 
August 27, 1964 


I, Clarence A. Brom, having first been duly sworn, 
do hereby make the following voluntary statement to Eusene H. 
Stewart, Assistant Special Agent in Charge, Atlanta Office, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, relative to charges made by 
James S. Lackey that he made admissions and statements | 
implicating him in the murder of Lemuel Penn under threats, 


duress, and promises. 
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; : | During the investigation by the FBI of the Lemuel 
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Georgia, James S. Lackey was developed as a suspect. During 
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the course of this investigation I was assigned along with 


Special Agent Jack B. Simpson to develop this phase of the 
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Lackey was first interviewed at the U. S. Post 
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Office Building at Athens on July 29, 1964 by Speciai Assent 


Simpson and me. He voluntarily agreed to accompany us to the 


Post Office Building on that date upon completion of his 
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tour of duty at 3:00° PM at the Peoples Service Station where 
he was employed as manager. On arrival he was advised of 


his right to counsel by both Special Agent Simpson and ine, 
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that he need not make any statement and that any statements... ~ 
made by him could be used in court against him. 
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Lackey was asked to give an account of his activities 
feom the evening of July 10, 1964 to the morning of July ll, 
1964 which he furnished without any hesitation as to times, 
places, and individuals he was with and people who could 
account for his presence at certain places and times. He 
denied that he was in any way involved in the murder of Penn 
or had any knowledge as to who was responsible for this murder. 
At this point he was asked if he had any objection to tckin:; 
a polygraph test bearing only on the murder of Penn. He 


- expressed no objection and voluntarily signed a consent 
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agreement to the polygraph interview at 4:35 PM. Thereafter 
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Special Agent George B. Stewart explained the operation of 
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the polygraph machine to Lackey from 4:40 PM to 5:20 Pii when 
the polygraph interview started and in which I participated. 
The polygraph interview was concluded at 6:04 PM and Lackey 
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was returned to the interview room. He was furnished a 
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bottle of coke at 5:33 PM. 
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During subsequent interrogation Lackey at 6:40 Py 
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admitted that he at the outset of the interview furnished 
an alibi for the pertinent period of the crime for Howard 
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Sims and Cecil Myers at their request although he could not 
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positively state that they were responsible for this murder. 
He, showever, denied that he himself was in any way involved. ° 


3 voluntarily furnished a signed statement covering his 

vements along with those of Sims, Myers, and Herbert Guest.., 
from about 6:30 PM, July 10, 1964 to around 3:00 AM, July 11, 
1964 when he said he went. home. 

During the period of this interrogation and the 

taking of the signed statement, Lackey was furnished lunch, 
a package of cigarettes, and the use of a rest room twice. 
In general conversation after he insisted he was not personaily 
involved in this murder, Special Agent Simpson made the 


', observation to Lackey that in major cases of great public 


tinterest it is not unusual for the Bureau to pay for infor- 
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mation leading to the solution of tne case and that as much 


as $3,000 has becn paid in the past. No direct offer was 
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made to Lackey and when it was sensed he did not approve of 

an informer, the matter was immediately dropped. All dealings 
throughout the interview were friendly and Lackey indicated 
no desire to leave or dissatisfaction. 

At 10:30 PM, Lackey was returned to his place of 
business by Special Agent Simpson and me. At the time we 
dropped off Lackey we noted that Cecil Myers was at the 
station waiting for him. 

Special Agent Simpson and I next saw Lackey 
fol lowins day at his service station to inquire as to 
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reason for Myers waiting for him the previous evening. 

ckey stated Myers wanted to know what questions the FsI 
abked him and that he told Myers he stuck to the story 
that they had previously agreed upon. Lackey was friendly » 
and indicated no displeasure at agents visiting him at the 
Station. 

On August 1, 1964, Lackey voluntarily agreed to 
accompany Special Agent Simpson and me to the Athens Poczt 
Office Building to clarify some points in his statement 

. and for possible further assistance he might be able to 


. 


furnish. He was again advised of his rights. Lackey advised 
. : 


he was not feeling well and did not desire to be placed on 
the polygraph again. He was interviewed from 2:54 PM to 
4:00 PM when he was returned to his place of business. Lackey 
was friendly and made no complaint about the manner under 
which he was contacted or the treatment afforded him. 

On August 3, 1964 another attempt was made to 
interview Lackey at which time he advised he felt too ill 
to submit to an interview and indicated he had an appointment 
to see a doctor. He was advised to keep his appointment with 
his physician and no attempt was made to interview him. He 


also stated his wife was ill and extremely nervous and was 


under doctor's carg. His mother was taking careof the family. > 
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On August 5, 1964 Lackey was recontacted at his 
r idence and advised he had been to a doctor and was given 
p 18 for a Stomach condition. He stated he had not worked 
Since August 3, 1964 but that he was feeling better and agreed 
to be interviewed the following morning at 9:00 AM if his 
condition continued to improve. He requested to be contacted 
at his home the following morning. 
On August 6, 1964 Lackey was met at his hom co 
* 8:55 AM at which time he was fully dressed and ready to 
- accompany Special Agent Simpson and me to the Athens Post 
Office to be interviewed. He stated he was feeling much 
better and appeared to be in a friendly and jovial mood. 
The interview commenced at 9:10 Ail when he was 
again advised of his rights by both Special Agent Simpson 
and me. After a series of preliminary questions, Lackey 
was again asked if he was present when Lemuel Penn was killed. 


He made a forthright reply that he drove the car while Sims 
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and Myers each fired one shot as he pulled abreast the 
victim's auto. This admission was made at 9:12 AM and was 
immediately brought to the attention of Assistant Director 
Joseph J. Casper and Assistant Special Agent in Charge 


Stewart. 
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Lackey without prodding then related the full 
tails of following Penn's auto from Athens to the point 
where he was shot, the return trip to Athens, and his 
activities the rest of the morning. He continually repeated 
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he does not believe in killings and had no idea that Sims or 
Myers intended to kill anyone when he was following the 
victim's auto. He repeated his previous statement was . 
accurate up to about 3:00 AM when he said he went homé ° 


bed. 
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Lackey was in no way threatened or any promises 
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:made to him to gain the admission and was fully aware of 


his rights before he furnished the signed statement. Without 
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being asked or in any way it being suggested to him, Lackcy, 
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after making the admission, stated several times that he will 
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A signed statement was taken which was completed 
at 10:05 AM and which Lackey read and signed at 10:12 iM. 

- Assistant Director Casper was again advised that a signed 
statement was obtained and completed and that we were ready 
to proceed with the arrest and arraignment. Special Agent 
Simpson and I were advised to stand by to await Bureau and 
Departmental instructions and authorization for the filing | 
of the complaint. 
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Thereafter, information furnished by Lackey was 


ished to other teams of agents for appropriate corroboration 


d assistance in interviewing other subjects and witnesses. 
During the standby, interviewing of Lackey continued to clear 
up various points during which time five additional signed 
statements were taken covering racial incidents in the Athens 

area in which Lackey participated. 
A detailed log was maintained relative to the 


detention and interview of Lackey from the time he was 
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- brought to the Athens Post Office until his arraignment 
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at 8:00 PM and subsequent incarceration in the Clarke County 
7 
Jail, Athens, in licu of bail. 
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During the course of the day Lackey was furnishcd 
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food, cigarettes, cokes, and was permitted to call his wife. 


He was furnished extended rest periods during the afternoon 
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and early evening. After furnishing the signed statement, 
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Lackey stated he had a heavy load off of his mind and fcl?# 
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greatly relieved. For the balance of the day he was in a 


jovial mood and conversed freely about his background and 
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various incidents in his life. He at no point indicated 
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that he desired to leave for his home or that he was unhappy 
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about being detained for so long a2 period of time. 
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On this date Lackey also confided that his wife's 
iness was diagnosed as a miscarriage. He indicated that 
ris wife's difficulty resulted from the interview of her on 

July 29, 1964 by FBI Agents. Lackey stated his wife is a 
very nervous person and that she bedane greatly concerned 
when she realized that he might be involved in the shooting 
of Penn. He, however, maintained he never toid his wife 
that he was involved and stated he never discussed the Penn- 


murder with her. 
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4 All contacts, interviews, and activities in cor- 
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ynection with the confession ant subsequent detention of Lackey 


prior to his arrest and arraignment on August 6, 1964 were 


, e? ~ 5 


carefully and accuratcly recorded in appropriate form. Lecity 
was treated fairly and courteously at all times and he was 


repeatedly advised of his rights by Special Agent Simpson 
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and me. He was never extended any promises or in any manner 


threatened to obtain his confession. j 
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The period of time consumed between Lackey's 
furnishing a signed statement implicating himself in the 
murder of Lemuel Penn and his subsequent arrest and arraignment 
was due to awaiting authorization of a complaint by the 
Department, the filing of the complaint, and the arraignment 
over which Special Agent Simpson and I had no control. 
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Assistant Director Casper and Assistant Special Agent in 
Charge Stewart were fully appzmised of all developments 
Pat 
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volving Lackey in this investigation daily as they 
carred. : 

I hereby categorically deny the allegations 
made by James S. Lackey that the statements made by him 
were made because of promises or threats; that he was not 
advised of his rights or in any way deprived of them; or 


abused in any manner to gain the confession. 
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Atlente, Georzia 
August 27, 1904 


I, Jack B. Simpson, being duly sworn, make the 
following voluntary statement to Eugene H. Stewart, Assistant 
Special Agent in Charge, Fal, Atlanta, Georgia, in relation 
to charges made by James 8. Lackey to the effect that 
statements made by him relating to the murder of Lemuel 
Penn had been obtained under threat, duress, and proniss. 


During the investigation by the FBI into the =murcer 
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4 of Lemuel Penn, which murder occurred on July 11, 1964 ncar 
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Buspect Lackey. In this assignment, I was teaned with Special 


ro. Clarence Brom of the FBI, | Newark, New Jersey. 
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Working as @ tean, ‘in conjunction with other FBI 
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| teams working on additional suspects in the case, Special 
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James 8. Lackey, a resident of 215 First Street, Athens, 
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Georzia. 


At each step in the development of this suspect, 
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our work was supervised by Assistant Director Joseph J. Casper 
and Aseiotant Special Agent in Charge Stewart. Each new 


development concerning Lackey was furnished imacdietely to . 
: these . Supervisors, is 
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se : the first interview of Lectoay by Special Agent 
) and me was conducted on July 29, 1964 at the office in : : 
f shens. Lackey appeared voluntarily after having been contactcd 
at his place of employment, People's Oil Company. He was, 
according to our log, picked up at 3:10 Pm (after his hour 
| of duty) and transported to the office for interview. At 
3:18 PM he was advised of his rights and at 4:35 PM sizned 
a Consent To Interview with Polygraph. 


Lackey stayed with the interviewing agents from 
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* 3:10 PM until he was driven back to his service station at 
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and was furnished a hamburger and pint of milk at 7:22 PM. 
Cigarettes. were brought in for Lackey at his request et 8:31 
pM and he was asked periodically if he desired a rest: period 
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or wished to use the rest room. At no time during this 
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interview did Lackey indicate a desire to leave and eat no 
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agents. All conversation was friendly end conducted in an 
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atmosphere of mutual respect and consideration. Lackey denied 
involvenent in the Penn murder but admitted furnishings an alibi 
for William Cecil Myers and Joseph Howard Sims during pertinent .. 
‘period in this ipreasignnten. ere : ee 
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During this interview, Lackey provided one signed ¢ 
atement, after being advised of his rights. This statement: 
was started at 7:42 PM, completed at 9:28 PM and signed ; 
voluntarily by Lackey at 9:47 PM. Between the begiming of 
the statement and the signing, Lackey used the rest roon, 
was furnished cigarettes and offered @ break. Lackey was 
also interviewed during this period between 3:10 PM and 10:30 
PM by Special Agcnt George B. Stewart with polyrreph. From 
4:40 PM until 5:20 PM Lackey spoke with Special Arent Stewart 
" and at 5:22 PM began examination with polyrraph which was 
| completed at 6304 PM. 
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James Lackey was on August 1, 1964. Lackey again voluntcercd 


to come to the office in Athens, Georria to clerify some of 
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his statements. © He was again advised of his rights end was 
interviewed from 2:54 PM unti2 4300 Pu. This contact was 
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cordial and Lackey had no complaints to make concerning his 
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treatment. In fact, he repeatedly remarkcd about how "nicec”* 
the agents had been to him. 

An attempt was made to interview Lackey again on 
August 3, 1964. He advised that he felt 121 and did not wish 
to submit to interview on this occasion. Special Agent Bron 


and? I informed Lackey that due to his physical condition no - 
attempt at interview would be made pending Lackey's consulting 
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th his physician end until such time as this physician 
it Lackey was well enough for interview. 


okey advised his wife was also ill and that his mother wes 
taking care of the family. 


On August 5, 1964, Lackey was recontacted and 


advised that he had been to a doctor and had obtained some 


pills for his stomach trouble: He indicated that he had 


been off work and had Slept well, fclt better and wished to 


make an appointment for interview. He set the time for 


‘ interview at 9:00 AM on August 6, 1964 and asked the agents 


to. meet in at his home after which he would accompany agents 


Te 


wv the FBI office in Athens. 


On Ausust 6, 1964, at the appointed time, Special 
Agent Brom and I went to Lackey 's home and he came out to the 
ear to meet us saying he felt fine and wished to accomeny 


us to our office for interview. 
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Our log concerning this interview reflccts we been 
the interview at the Athens Post Office at 9: 10 AM at which © 


time Lackey was again informed of his rights. At 9:22 AM, 


Lackey admitted driving the murder car from which Cecil Myors : 


and Howard Sims had fired the fatal shots resulting in the 
killing ‘of Lemuel Penn. 


On this occs sion, . 
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‘This admission was  Ammedistely brought to the 
a Feent ion of Assistant Director Casper and Assistant Special - 
iat in Charge Stewart. 
Subsequently, and according to our log, we befan 
‘teking a signed statement relating to this admiesion which 
was completed at 40205 AM and signed by Lackey at 10:12 AM. 
Under no oiroumstances was any threat or promise made to 
Lackey and he was fully aware Of all his rights prior tc 
+ Signing this statement. | Immediately efter signing the 
re . statement, . Lackey said he felt better having gotten this 


exes matter off his mind ‘and his mood was jovial and friendly. 
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seemed to enjoy himself saying he had taken a "load off his 
| mind, * rd : 2 
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ce Assistant Director Casper was advised of the developments and 
= informed that Special Agent = Brom and I were prepared for 
arrest and erraignment . 
As this investigation into the activities of Lackcy 
was being conducted in conjunction with interviews of other 
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subjects by other teams of agents, Special Agcnt Brom and I 
: were advised to stand by pending Burceau instructions, euthorizatic: 2 
ar: des of. complaint preparation hod the one and filing of same 
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7  desuance of eppropriate warrants Sor Lackey and the 
r persons involved in this crime. Information Parnisnea’ : 
by Lackey was also made available to other agents for 
appropriate corroboration. Department authorization was 
“awaited. : : De eee eit 5 
| During this standoy, Special Agent Brom and I 
continued interviewing Lackey taking an additional five 


Signed statements before which we repeated to Lackey 15 
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rights. One statement we took referred to Leckey's desire 
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From the Signing of his statcment at 10:12 AN 
until Lackey was notified of arrest, our log shows he was 
permitted to call his wife, was furnished meals, sivarettes, 
| cokes and given an extended rest period from 3:38 PH until 
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5:20 PM. He was aiso furnished aspirin for a headzae:s at 
4:30 PM and thereafter permitted to rest for an hour. At 
no time did Lackey indicate ‘that he was unhappy or thet he 
was not staying voluntarily. - He did not request leave and 
his mood was one of cooperation. His relstionship with the 
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; During this standby period, liaison wos maintained 
th Assistant: ‘Director Casper and upon appropriate instructions 
m him that the complaint had been filed, Lackey was notified 
of his arrest at 6:40 PM. At 6:49 PM on August 6, 1964, 
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Lackey was fingerprinted and photographed and the United 
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Agents stood by with Lackey in the Post Offic: 
from 7:30 PM, after Lackey had been furnished food, until 
"his arraignment at 8:00 PM before the United States Co.issioncr. 
| | it the conelusion of the hearing eat 9:20 PM, Lackey wes taken 
by the United States Morshal to the Clarke County J2il. taéiae 
appeared before the United States Commissioner alongs with thece 


other subjects in this case. 


. = 


YY eg Sake eae 


,7Lackey did not give his statenent after bein: © 
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 prilled eight hours, but rather gave it after 12 minutes 
when he orally admitted partisivetion in the crime. He 
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signed this statement at 10:12 AN and he was not promiscd a 


suspended sentence. 


The period of time between his Signing the confessi 
and his being notified of arrest: was taken up aweitin:;, authori- 
- Zation of a complaint by the Department, wordings, of the complaint, 


a oer filing of Po gem ga contacting pareertete officials and s0 aie 
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qr h. Our actions were guided totally by our superiors who" 
} re handling the obtaining of authorization end filince of rn ‘ 
‘rants in this case. - Throughout this period, Lackey remained 
content to stay with the intervicwing agents. 
.° Further evidence of Lackey's fair treatment during 
this Interview and of the fact that he voluntarily gave his 
™ eonfession’ without duress 1s evident from the following: 
on August 13, 1964 in my presence, Lackey was 
interviewed by United States Attorney Floyd M. Buford, Middic 
' District of Georgia. United States Attorney Buford esked 


if the facts in his confession were true and head been 


ae viven AG teh ‘end. ‘Without threat or promise. Lackey 
answered tively. At this timc, Lackey said he would 
Seaessy. for’ either the Government or the State of Georgia. 
.* @a ‘august: 14, 1964, in the presence of Clete 
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. " Johnson, Solicitor General of the Northern Judicial Circuit, 
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‘GBI Agents ‘Carnes and Callaway, Sheriff Dewey Seagraves and 
FBI Agents Robert Michael Kane and Williem J. Watry, Lackey 
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heard his confession read: by me. Lackey acknowledged to all 
present that the facts were true and had been given vcluntarily 
and without threat. 


50g PL! aa? orgee* : 9. ae “ «@ 
in sila 
"« ° ‘» ye ‘ ‘19 y . . 4 4 
7 “ “ne - 


>  . t+ 
» 


oo 
> 
ow e 
>. oe 


<9 , of, 100s A 
. TC ee. ee 
; 7. Py oe 

, . a ° Ve 
-_ 


> 
be 3 


‘ 


et > > 4 - ’ 
* pt j ae wf 
Oe WR i OE, 


, 
. 
oH 


. “ww? ’ a ee 


hd 
~ 
- sonnet be igghtetn 1 le tend beatin. a. 
D OF ; 


« Pe Be 
‘is 


eTy™ yt. 


7) Pa 
Seat, 
oe OP SEP, 


‘ yy Fr .; oe y* . 


. a 
. ‘rpage -— rel 


a wv "eat Tee = «t. ”,. ok , 
wy ‘er A PPPS + ee ee Lo ab bb8ee fF" * eet 5 ‘o- ~~. 


A 


On this occasion, ‘Lackey made reference to having: « 
en “offered $3,000 for information after interview by Special 


ent Simpson on July 29, 1964. In the prescnce of al? present, 
Lackey was reminded that the convcrsation to which he referred 


was as follows: 


-= 


I had told him that in complicated cases where the 
* Goverauens had to ‘spend 8 large amount of money and utilize 
many men, it was not unheard of that the CGovernaent wovld L:: 
willing to pay — for information e-- perhaps 28 much ces 


aoe, 8. ce 


ie oe |) eet Lackey was asked by m2 2 if he, Lackey, was Saying 
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that he had been offered money ‘and see weplica, in tiie prescnce 


of all, that he was not saying that he had tcer offered noncy 
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; He Clearly denied that Special Agent Simpson hed offercd hin 
a money. He admitted that: what had been said to him was 


. : substantially as mentioned above. ‘The statement to which 


Leckey referred was made on July 29, 1964 and not on “rust 
1964 when he confessed. 


I wish to unequivocally deny the allezations madc 
_ Janes Lackey; 


ee That. he was “grilled” eight hours before 
giving his statement 


. That he was offered money or a suspended 
Sentence 
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Lackey was continually treated fairly, and wcs 
pestediy advised of his rights. He was never promiscd 
hing and he repeatedly signed statement efter statement 
containing the phrase “no threats or promises have bcen made 
me," 
Lackey's comfort and convenience were always of 
primary importance. This Geponent and his associate, 
Special Agent Bron, conducted themselves ect all times zs 


gentlemen and their conduct was at all times above reproach. 
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the court to represcnt Lackey, he continued to indicat<« nis 


desire to cooperate, was friendly and repeatedly claincd to 
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Brown and | foward are the 
surviving victims who were riding 
with Lt. Col. Lemel A. Penn when 
he was killed near Colbert, Georgia, 2 
7/11/64. They testified at the ee So CRM Set 
Madison Qounty, Georgia, grand jury cA a Sans es RS 
8/25/64 phen three of the subjects LN: ULE RI ee ye 
were indicted and have returned to vamm cocantce tenes 
their hoes in Washington. They 
are going back to Georgia Sunday 
night to testify at the trial 8/31/64. 

When Brown and Howard 
traveled from Washington to Augusta, 
Georgia, 8/24/64 Agents took them 
from the airport to Ft. Gordon where 
they stayed. 

The State Prosecutor has 
provided funds for their return trip 
to Georgia which were forwarded to 
the Bureau by cashiers check. The 
check is being given to witnesses 
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: DATE. CASHIERS CHECK FOR TRAVEL EXPENSES WILL BE DELIVERED: “ 
a TO HOWARD IMMEDIATELY ON RECEIPT. 


Pt TP Leak ee 
: 5, s“¥y vias ~§ Lac ‘ 


ae a & 
ees | ae , - , : r. Belmont - | 
gee , F B I ; a | nag Mohr__.——- 


, Casver ... . | 
Mr. 


Date: 8/28/64 = 
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: [Type in plain text or code) 
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REATLANTATEL AUGUST TWENTYSEVEN LAST DASH TE PORTATION 


“OF STATE WITNESSES LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOHN D, HOWARD AND. MAJOR 
CHARLES BROWN. 2, ea 
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BROWN AND HOWARD ADVISED THIS DATE THEY HAVE conrrmin 
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AUGUST THIRTY NEXT VIA EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT SIX SIX FIVE’ mie 
® 
SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE AUGUSTA GEORGIA ELEVEN THIRTYNINE A.M. THAT 2 


"BOTH STRONGLY URGED THEY BE AFFORDED ADDED PROTECTION 
ENBOUTE 2, AND AT DANIELSVILLE GEORGIA. BY WAY OF CONTRAST 


NOTED. ‘EIGHT, FBI “AGENTS ‘TRANSPORTED THEM met oy FORT GORDON WHERE 


4ftf _ aaa sian 
THREE ARMY PERSONNEL ‘GUARDED THEM, HOWEVER, ONLY he GBI AGENT 


| mprsponte THEM TO DANIELSVILLE, THE POINT OF EMINENT DANGER. 
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PAGE TWO 
THEY REQUESTED APPROPRIATE STATE AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
BE ADVISED OF THIS MATTER. 


ATLANTA IMMEDIATELY ADVISE STATE PROSECUTORS OF COLLIENTS 
"MADE BY WITNESSES AND SUTEL BUREAU RESULTS. 


PEI hee BS Nee tea 8% 


puree v curtehah A. . 
Bis cis 


ana 
*. 


w. 


WFO WILL ADVISE OF ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS OR CHANGE IN 
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Mr. Talaen. 
Mr. Relment..__._ 
Mr. Mohr .. 

Mr. Casper... 
“Mr, Caliahan —. 
Mr. Conrad... 
Mr. D2 zach... 
Nr. Evans ....i.. 
Mr. Gale ....2i: 
Mr. Rosen _.¢ 
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Dates /28/64 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


A RS ONS SOR eee, So nS Rega 
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PENVIC _ 2 


ReATteletype to Bu 8/27/64; WFOteletype dated 
. 8/28/64-Transportation of State Witnesses. 


On 8/28/64, a cashiers check, in the amount of 
$146.70, payable to Lieutenant Colonel JOHN D. HOWARD, 
was delivered at his residence, Number 50, 8S Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 
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STATUS OF SUBJECT’S TRIAL Wy 


vere WAYNEs SPECIAL PROSECUTOR WHO WILL ACTUALLY DIRECT 


THE STATE'S MURDER CASE AGAINST SUBJECTS JAMES LACKEY» JOSEPH 
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HOWARD SIMS AND CECIL MYERS» CONTACTED TODAY CONGERNING TRIAL PLANS. / 


WAYNE STATES THAT TRIAL WILL CONVENE AT TEN A-Mes ‘auaust THIRTY ; 


ONE NEXT AND THAT HE ANTICIPATES SEVERAL MOTIONS DESIGNED, TO DELAY’ 
THE BEGINNING OF THE TRIAL BUT THAT -IT IS THE FIRM OPINION UF EoTH 


HIMSELF AND JUDGE SKELTON THAT THE TRIAL WILL BEGIN ON THE THIRTY 
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PAGE TWO 

AT-- 157-788 

ANY EVIDENCE INTO A STATE CASE. WAYNE STATES THAT WILLIFORD APPEARS 
TO BE CONFUSED AS TO WHAT STRATEGY HE INTENDS TO FOLLOW. USA, ~ 
FLOY Me BUFORDs MDGAs MACONs ADVISED THAT WILLIFORD HAS ALSO INDI- 
CATED THE SAME TACTIC TO HIM AND THAT HE HAS CONDUCTED LEGAL RESEARCH 


SO THAT HIS STAFF WILL BE READY TO ANSWER ANY SUCH GENERAL REGUEST 


tad IN FACT THE DEFENSE COUNSEL APPEARS BEFORE JUDGE BOOTLE. 


TRANSPORTATION OF STATE WITNESSES LT- JOHN De HOWARD 
AND MAJOR CHARLES BROWN. 


' THESE WITNESSES HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER PROTECTION 
AFFORDED THEM BY STATE AUTHORITIES WHILE ATTENDING GRAND JURY AND 


TRIAL AT DANIELSVILLEs GAs THIS CONCERN HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO THE 


pT hg OF PROSECUTOR WAYNE AND HE STATED THAT ALL NECESSARY STEPS 


WILL BE TAKEN TO AFFORD PROTECTION TO THESE WITNESSES. He PROPOSES 
TO USE UNIFORM GA. STATE PATROL MEMBERS IN ADDITION TO G.B.1. 

AGENTS, AND BRING THE WITNESSES FROM FT. GORDON» GA- JUST PRIOR TO 
THE TIME OF THEIR ACTUAL APPEARANCE ON THE STAND. ATLANTA WILL 
CONTINUE TO FOLLOW TRIAL DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS CASE AND IN THE EVENT 


THE TRIAL BEGINS AS SCHEDULEDs AUGUST THIRTY ONE NEXTs A DAILY TELETYPE 
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SUMMARY OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS WILL BE FURNISHED EACH TRIAL DAY. 
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| HERBERT GUEST, ET AL. ; 
LT. COL. LEMUEL A” PENN, 
ET AL. - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


ASAC Eugene Stewart, Atlanta, called to advise that 
he had received a preliminary report from Danielsville, Georgia, 
that a true bill of indictment had been returned against three 
subjects, Joseph Howard Sims, Cecil Myers, and James S, Lackey, 
naming them all in one indictment on a charge of murder. _ 
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. Stewart said that, according to Georgia law as he now 
has a preliminary understanding of it, nothing can be done with 
Herbert Guest insofar as the murder charge is concerned nor as 
an accessory after the fact because it is his understanding that 
under Georgia law a person can only be held as an accessory 
following the conviction of the principal subjects. Guest, of course, 
is still under $25, 000 bond on a Federal charge which has not as yet | 
been dismissed. 
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Additional details will be furnished by the Atlanta Office 
just as soon as they are Kae 2 wai will be advised. 
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IRECTOR AND SAC WFO. SAVANNAH PB Helton | 
; : Bins Gandy—— 
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RE TRANSPOTATION OF STATE WITNESSES 
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LTe COLe JOHN D- a dene AND MAJOR CHARLES BROWN. 
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* PROSECUTOR JEFF WAYNE GAVE CAPTIONED WITNESSES PERMISSION 


TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON», DCs. EVEN THOUGH THEY ARE UNDER STATE 
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SUBPOENAS AT MURDER TRIAL AUGUST THIRTYONE NEXT. 
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BROWN AND HOWARD ARE UNDER INSTRUCTION TO RETURN SUNDAY NIGHT 


TO FORT GORDON IN ORDER TO BE AVIALABLE FOR TRIAL. 
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WAYNE HAS ADVANCED ROUND TRIP FARE WHICH IS BEING [AS 
FURNISHED TO ATLANTA OFFICE THIS DATE AND BEING SENT AMSD J | 
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BUREAU FOR PERSONAL DELIVERY TO COL. HOWARD AT HIS ADDXESS, 
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FIFTY S STREET, Ne We» WDC- WFO SHOULD OBTAIN FROM BUREAU CASHIER-S 
CHECK WHICH WILL BE AT SOG MORNING OF AUGUST TWENTYEIGHT NEXT. 
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AND WILL BE EARMARKED FOR ATTENTION ASST. DIRECTOR-ROSEN. 


sptladl WITNESSES ARE UNDER AMS ERUGT IONS TO OBTAIN RETURN 
RESERVATIONS ON THEIR ARRIV AASHINGTON THI DATE. 
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WFO SHOULD ADVISE SAVANNAH AND ATLANTA OF RETURN RESERVATION 
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INFORMATION IN ORDER THAT AUGUSTA RA WILL BE AWARE OF 
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THEIR ARRIVAL AND INSURE THEIR REAPPEARANCE AT FORT GORDON. 
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Date: 9/1/64 


(Type in plain text or code) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-25873) 
SAC, WFO (44-558) (P) 


ReWFOtelcall to Bureau dated 8/31/64. 
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Enclosed for the Bureau is an original and three 
_copies of a LHM, Five copies of instant communication for 
the office. of origin for dissemination deemed appropriate. 
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Mrs. LEMUEL A. PENN, 1622 Upshur Street, NoW., 
Washitneten, D.C., furnished content nstant LHM tele- . b 
phonically on 8/31/64, to relia WFO. -Mrs.'.PENN 2c 
was crying and emotionally ups e time she related — . 
the information. 


Mrs. PENN w ss on c ) 
by the Bureau by. SAs and 
WFO. Mrs. PENN oe ve regaine er composuye ina 


have control of her akties. She stated she was not in 
fear of her life or the safety of her children however, she 
acknowledged she had canceled a 2:00 appointment this date, 
8/31/64, in downtown Washington, D.C. 
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tant communication furnished to 
Special Inspectors Squad, 
partment, Washington, D.C. 
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UNITE” STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUD XCE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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WASHINGTON XX D.c. 20535 
September 1, 1964 


HERBERT GUEST; JAMES SPERGON LACKEY, 
ALSO KNOWN AS; CECIL WILLIAM MYERS; 
JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS; 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL LEMUEL A. PENN =- DECEASED 
USAR 0348661 - VICTIM; 
COLONEL JOHN DAVID HOWARD, 

USAR 0439939 =- VICTIM; 

MAJOR CHARLES E. BROWN, 

USAR 01307648 - VICTIM; 

CIVIL RIGHTS ~- NATIONAL FIREARMS ACT 
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Mrs. Lemuel adPenn, 1622 Lupshur Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C., telephonically furnished the following 
information to a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of 

TEVESTE ESSA on August 31, 1964: 
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Mrs. Penn stated that at approximately 11:38 a.m. 
:on August 31, 1964,she received an anonymous telephone 
call from an unidentified female caller warning in effect 
"if those three men are convicted than me (Mrs. Penn) 
and my three pickaninnies are really going to get it”. 
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Mrs. Penn stated she immediately “hung up" on 
the unidentified caller and was unable to say whether 
the telephone call was a local or long distance call. 
Mrs. Penn said the only thing::she could recall about the 
caller was that the caller had a shrill rapid speaking 
voice which to her sounded somewhat like a person without 
too much education or possibly illiterate. Mrs. Penn was 
unable to furnish any further information concerning tnis 
matter or to identify the caller. 


Information contained in this communication 
furnished to appropriate authorities, Metropolitan Police 
Department, Washington, D.C. 
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| 1 - Mr. Martindale 
TO SAC ATLANTA (157-788) l1 = Mr. Hines 


“é:.  FROM DIRECTOR FBI (44-25873)_ _, IF NEXT RADIO CONTACT MISSED, S EXD 
on ‘7 BY URGENT PLAIN TEXT TELETYPE. 
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” REURTEL 1 NINE FORTYEIGET P. me SEPTEMBER FIRST WHICH. POINTS 
OUT LACKEY HAS NOW ALLEGED AGENTS TOLD HIM ON AUGUST SIX EIS 
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. . FRIENDS HAD PUT A NOOSE AROUND HIS NECK AND WERE GOING TO HANG 
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LACKEY HAS FURTHER ALLEGED THAT Hb WAS TOLD ON AUGUST 
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FIRST BY AGENTS THAT IF HE DID NOT ACCOMPANY THE THEY OULD. Ta oe 


OBTAIN A FEDERAL WARRANT UNDER THE CIVIL RIGHTS LAY. ' 
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SPECIFICALLY. COVERED ‘IN AFFIDAVITS ‘PREVIOUSLY SUBEITTED BY 
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| COOPERATE. FULLY. WITH ‘THE ‘USA TO INSURE ALL ALLEGATIONS BY 
LACKEY ARE PROPERLY ANSWERED ON THE RECORD AND KEEP THE BUREAU 


. -~-— .” 


Motion to suppress Lackey's confession was filed in 
Ui S. District Court, Middle District of Georgia, 


Cy aie 9/1/64, alleging Lackey's confession is false and that he was 
sity SO properly. advised of his rights by Agents. He also alleges 


if ot there was no lawful basis for the arrest under the Federal Civil 
rs ..¢ Rights Statutes cited in the complaint by the Department. Lackey 
"was interviewed on several occasions ‘the key interview taking : 
‘a.m. Lackey admitted for 
ue tae first. time that he drove the caries car when Myers and Sims 
eo fired into the victim's automobile killing Lemuel A. Penn on 
of 7/11/64... A complaint charging Lackey, Myers, Sims and Guest 
ey . with a violation of Federal civil rights laws was filed on the 
*eening of 8/6/64 and the subjects were arrested by Agents .the 
. Same date. The general nature of Lackey‘s allegations concerning 
‘This treatment by Agents was previously learned and affidavits have 


“-Yights and the statement was obtained in a voluntary manner. John 
“Murphy, CRD; who is handling this case in the Department, has 
advised he feels that we are on very sound ground concerning the 
oe manner in which Lackey was treated by Agents and he does not 
'3 anticipate eny, SS , a | ees the allegations Lackey has 
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Mr. Callahan 


Office of the Ouurrnar 
"A Atlanta 


f Lair. Re 
Saat Ss — August 26, 1964 Mr. Sallivan__ 
ee Le Mr. Tavcl ; 
\ : | Mr. Trotter 
oa . Tele. Room. 
Miss Huhnes__§._ 


} Miss Gandy./_ 


My dear Mr. Hoover: 


It was a pleasure to receive your warm 
letter of August 10th and I indeed appreciate the 
kind comments concerning the cooperation re- 
ceived.by your organization from the Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation. 


Needless to say, we greatly admire and 
respect the quality of men representing the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. At no time 
have I ever been disappointed in them, and it is 

i the ambition of our organization to emulate these 

| fine qualities. 
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| As you know, I cannot adequately express 
to you how much I regret the unfortunate slaying 
of Colonel Lemuel Penn. I am advised that in- 
idictments have been brought against three of those 
larrested in this case. 
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Albis»: 


Page Two 
August 26, 1964 


As the occasion requires, we look forward 


to working with you and your Department. 


With kindest regards and all.good wishes, 


Iam 


Carl Sanders 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Dictated by Telephone from 
Atlantic City, New Jersey 
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UNITED STATES (¢ ERNMENT 


Memorandum 


MR, MOHR oh vate: 9/1/64 
‘ P. onsite 


UNKNOWN ECTS; LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
LEMUEL A; -PENN, DECEASED, ET AL - 
VICTIMS, CIVIL RIGHTS (PENVIC) 


sh" « 


; _ ave" a ice a 7 oy 74 S 
. | Nw 46 ay OL. 


*«@ @ . . *s ¥ 
* 02 F0%, 


ee 


- 


In connection with the above case, there is set forth below estimated | 
cost to the Bureau through close of business August 22, 1964, 
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The total estimated cost is $82,537. A peak of 83 agents were assigned * 
to'‘this case and a total of 5,958 hours of unpaid overtime have been performed. 


Automobiles (Bureau, rented and personally owned) have been driven an estimated 
04, 042 miles. 
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ACTION; : 


None. Informational. /) 
. Ye 


. Belmont (sent direct) 

Mohr (sent direct) 

Rosen (sent direct) 

DeLoach (sent direct) 

Callahan (sent direct) 

Hines, Room 2264 (sent direct) 
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SUMMARY OF STATE TRIAL. 


THE NORTHERN CIRCUIT SUPERIOR COURT OF GEORGIA CONVENED 
TEN A.M. TODAY FOR PURPOSE OF TRIAL OF SUBJECTS JOSEPH HOWARD 
SIMS, CECIL MYERS, AND JAMES LACKEY. A MOTION WAS MADE TO SEVER ae 


7 


LACKEY FROM THE OTHER TWO DEFENDANTS WHICH MOTION WAS GRANTED BY 


a ELST ee 


JUDGE CAREY SKELTON. DEFENDANTS SIMS AND MYERS ARE REPRESENTED ~ 
.BY THE SAME THREE ATTORNEYS JAMES HUDSON, JOHN DARSEY, AND HAROLD 
BOGGS¢z. FORMAL, ‘ARRAIGNMENT WAS WAIVED BY THE DEFENDANTS AND THE 

"pustnese” OF intone A JURY IMMEDIATELY BEGAN. SELECTION OF 
JURY conPegren “ar SIX PM EASTERN STANDARD TIME AND TRIAL WILL 
FORMALLY BEBIN SEPTEMBER ONE NEXT. JURY COMPRISED OF TWELVE 
 WHITE- MALES Vaity TWO WHITE MALES AS ALTERNATES.’ JURY LOCKED UP 
"IM MOTEL LOCATED APPROXIMATELY F ELV, MILES FROM DANIELSVILLE, 


GEORGIA, SITE!0F sRTAL St or 7 REL 62 of -2 2°35 72 — 9254. 
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ae: PROSECUTION EXHAUSTED SEVENTEEN OF ITS -TWENTY CHALLENGES 
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WHILE THE ' DEREK EXHAUSTED APPROXIMATELY TWENTY OF at8 FORTY 
TS givge 
CHALLENGES. 2 ‘sy: 


FHS © Env pace one “~ 


RACSED 10 1984 


a ae ~~ 
Fi 


>” 
Ny 
#: 
~ 
“2 ‘ 
. s 
be 
- 
> 
> 


4 
‘ : 7% ’ ~ 6 . “she a” . . . 4 : 
NES a fo Searls Bede ng Te) ea cei o8, 8 


_ 
wae 
¥4 

» > 


tas ax Mor ee . 
of v.. eA. ART ryt PAP he + Peet it 


a @+e 
te 4S 


7 ; e° v8. ~ A se. , v i “’ . 

- PRED FP ra er Oe Re! Om pees EE 
ss Panje ' 

~~ iv P at 


7 Wael 


Ste A Re as 


PAGE TWO 
THE JUDGE ELIMIMATED TWELVE JURORS ON THE QUESTION OF CAPITAL 


‘PUNISHMENT. COURT WILL BE IN SESSION MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 
NINE AM TO SIX PM WITH A FORTY-FIVE MINUTE TO ONE HOUR 
_ LUNCH BREAK AT APPROXIMATELY ONE P.M. IT WAS OBSERVED THAT 
JUDGE .SKELTON HAS SET VERY TIGHT DISCIPLINARY RULES AS TO 
COURTROOM BEHAVIOR AND CONDUCT OF' SPECTATORS. IT IS INDICATED 
THAT ALL WITNESSES WILL BE EXCLUDED FROM THE COURTROOM AND 
'|WILL BE HELD AVAILABLE IN WITNESS ROOM. THE COURT PROCEEDINGS 
“ARE BEING TRANSCIRBED, TRIAL STRATEGY OF PROSECUTION HAS 

NOT BEEN CLEARLY DEFINED, HOWEVER, UNDER GEORGIA LAW, DEFENDANT 
-| LACKEY °S CONFESSION CAN BE INTRODUCED By AGENT TAKING SAME. 
75" aT THIS POINT, PROSECUTOR HAS NOT DETERMINED WHETHER HE 
afta CALL LACKEY AS A PROSECUTION WITNESS AND IS AWAITING 

*; TRAJL DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS REGARD. IT IS NOTED THAT ATTORNEY 
“FOR LACKEY IS JOHN WILLIFORD WHO HAS BEEN QUITE OPEN IN 
TALKING TO THE PRESS CONCERNING HIS GENERAL STRATEGY AND IS 
Hlevores AS SAYING THAT LACKEY WILL REFUTE HIS CONFESSION. 
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“PAGE THREE 
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oO. y we, 


,. SUBJECT HERBERT GUEST WHO WAS NOT INDICTED By STATE ON 

‘MURDER CHARGE, ATTEMPTED TO MAKE HIS FEDERAL BOND TODAY BUT ON 

LEARNING THAT STATE MURDER WARRANT STILL FILED AS DETAINER DID 

NOT DO SO. STATE PREPARED TO ARREST GUEST IF HE MAKES FEDERAL 
SUMMARY TELETYPE OF COURTROOM DEVELOPMENTS WILL BE 
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UNITED STATES GOV ENT 


Memorandum . = : 


TO : Mr. monn pate: September 1, 1964 ( re o “a 


Mr. 

Mr. 

» Mr. 

HERBERT GUEST, ET AL. Mr. 

LT, COL. LEMUEL APENN, Mr. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


: The trial of subjects Joseph Howard Sims and Cecil vers 

in the Northern Circuit Superior Court of Georgia on charges of 
murder of victim Lemuel A, Penn began on 8/31/64, and the selection 
of a jury comprised of twelve white males with two white male f. 
alternates was completed from a panel of 96 petit jurors. * 


, 


-_- 


_ A file check of the 96 names on the petit juror list 
revealed that three persons on the list were identified as possibly 
having ,Klan affiliation or association, This information was 

| promptly. furnished to State Prosecutor Jeff Wayne. None of the 

| three persons was selected for the jury. Local credit and criminal 
check was negative. 

- The twelve jurors selected were Jack Findley, Thomas Dean, 
C. S. Logan, Joseph F. Smith, G. H. Vaughn, J. W. Hooper, E. H. 
Fitzpatrick, Sam Epps, George Argo, J. A. Bradberry, Floyd Allen 
and Donald Bridges. The two alternates were O. C. Parham and 

John Guest. No derogatory information was located in our files 

on these fourteen persons, 


It is noted that all of the subjects in this case are 

from Athens, Georgia, and are associated with the Kian in Clarke. 
County, Georgia. The trial for this case is taking place in ¥ 
Danielsville, Madison County, Georgia, and the jurors were selected z 
from Madison County. 


ACTION 


Trial of the subjects in this case in the Superior Court 
of Georgia is being closely followed and every assistance is being 
rendered to State Prosecutor Wayne. . 
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UNITED STATES GOV 


Memorandum 


ae 
Mr. Belmont. Fe tas DATE: September 2, 19C4 


SUBJECT: HERBERT GUEST, ET ° 
LT. COL. LEMUEL A>~PENN 
ET AL. =- VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


ASAC Eugene Stewart of the Atlanta Office has teiephonically 
furnished the following information. The prosecuting attorney, 
Jeff Wayne, called Mrs. James Lackey, wife of subject Lackey, to 
the stand to testify. When questioned, she sat mute and refused 
to speak. She was instructed by the judge to answer the questio::s 
that were put to her but she continued to refuse to speak. She 
was thereafter dismissed, 


>. 


"ears Special Agent Jack B. Simpson was called to the stand by 
the prosecution to testify to circumstances surrounding his having 
obtained a signed confession from subject James Lackey.* Lackey in 
his confession to Special Agent Simpson and Special Agent Clarence 
Brom on 8/6/64 admitted that he had driven the murder car for subjects 
Sims and Meyers who are on trial and that when instructed by Sims 
and Meyers to pull abreast of the victim's car on the early morning 
of 7/11/64 Sims and Meyers each fired a shot, one of which was fatal 
to Lt. Col. Penn. 
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The court adjourned for a short recess after SA Simpson's 
testimony and it is anticipated that the judge will allow the 
statement of Lackey to be admitted into evidence. 

ACTION: : 


Atlanta is following the matter closely and will keep 
the Bureau advised of all pertinent developments. y ac bee a) mY Te a / 
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pson’*s testimony was limited solely rcumstances surroundi:g 
taking of the statement from Lackey. 
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8/29/64 


REURTEL AUGUST TWENTYSIX. 
SA ROBERT ZIMMERS, LABORATORY, WILL LEAVE 


| WASHINGTON, D. C. SIX FORTY P,M. AUGUST THIRTY VIA DELTA 
AIRLINES FLIGHT ONE ONE SEVEN TO ARRIVE ATLANTA SEVEN 


TWENTYONE P.M. SAME DATE. HE WILL BRING EVIDENCE. 


FIDERAL BUREAL OF IRVEST oe 
COMMUNICATIONS § 
AUG 99 1964 
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Memorandum } = ¥5s53°73453 — 
1 = Mr. Zimmers nach 
DATE: September Ss, 1964 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; v4 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL LEMUEL A. PENN (DECEASED), 
ET AL; VICTIMS 

CIVIL RIGHTS 


ang’ Ar AAAS! 


On September 3, 1964, SA Zimmers testified at the 
trial of this case in Danielsville, Gcorgia. He testified 
relative to the examinations conducted by him of evidence 
recovered from the car in which Penn was shot and relative to 
the examination of shotguns taken from oné of the suspects 
developed in this case, 


This is the case involving the shooting of the 
Washington, D. C., educator, Lemuel A. Penn, as he and two 
other officers were traveling through Athens, Georgia, enroute 
from Fort Benning, Georgia, to their home in Washington, D. C. 
Three subjects, Lackey, Meyers and Sims were indicted for 
this murder and at this trial Meyers and Sims were the defendants 
and were acquitted by the jury. It will be subsequently 
determined whether or not Lackey will be tried and the date for 
that trial will be subsequently set. We will be advised by the 
Atlanta Office when that trial is set and Special Agent Zimers 
will appear in Danielville, Georgia, at the time of that trial. 
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HERBERT GUEST; 


JAMES SPERGON . LACKEY, ee 
CECIL WILLIAM MYERS; — 
. JOSEPH HOWARD SIMS; 
“*." “LT, COL. -LEMUEL’A,: PENN ,! 
-s°.. Deceased, USAR on 0348682 - _ 
ce VICTIM;- ° Rie 
FP. ‘COL. ‘JOHN DANIEL ‘HOWARD, 
USAR SN 043k939 -— VICTIM; 
MAJOR CHARLES E, ‘BROWN, 
USAR SN 01307648 - VICTIM 
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“Re ‘Atlanta: ‘letter to Giese. 8/15/64 with copies 
of two PENVIC reports attached, 
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Enclosed herewith are two copies of index for 


above mentioned reports, copy of which was sert to Solicitor 
Rersatdnn Northern . Judicial’ Circuit, _ Royston, Ga. 
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ASAC Eugene Stewart of the Atlanta Office has telephonically | 
furnished the following information. Trial in State Court continued this, 
morning beginning at 9:00a.m. and during the morning session the 
prosecution has been introducing testimony to establish legal evidence. . 
indicative of a conspiracy on the part of the defendants, Cecil Myers, 


Joseph Sims and others, to harass and intimidate Negroes in the Athens, 
Georgia, area, 


This is being accomplished through the testimony of two Athens 
Police Officers, Gerald Flanagan and Carlton Farr, and three Negro victims 
of previous racist acts on the part of the defendants. In general, the 
testimony of these individuals has covered threatening and intimidating acts 
on the part of the defendants towards Negroes including their appearance 
in the Athens area wearing sidearms and carrying shotguns. 


: Three Negro victims who have testified and all of whom are 
teen-agers are Bobby Gordon, Diane Payne and Linda Payne. 


You will recall that on 7/4/64, a week prior to the slaying of 
Lt. Col, Penn, Gordon and the Paynes were driving in their car through ‘ 
Athens. They were spoted by Myers, Sims and others, who were also traveling 
in a car, who then proceeded to follow the victims’ automobile bumper to 
bumper while brandishing and pointing a shotgun at the car of the victims. 
The victims were finally able to take cover in a drive-in at which time they 
called the police. Upon arrival, the police officers, including those who 
testified today, warned the defen and those accompanying them to stop 


their harassment of the Negroes,“ police took no further action on that 
occasion .. * gy’ 
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° Officéx Fiasasan also testified to another inGidihit SnilSfioccursed: ° ' 


prior to the murder of Lt. Col. Penn which concerned out-of-town Negroes _ 
and ‘who had asked directions of Flanagii-~-While 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE: PENVIC 


< 


Flanagan was furnishing them with the requested directions the defendants, 
Sims, Myers and others, wearing sidearms, came up to Officer Flanagan 


and the Negroes and told the Negroes, "You S. O. Bs had better turn around 
on Route 29 and get out of here. "’ 


ACTION: 


{ 
<* 


Atlanta is following the matter closely and will keep the Bureau 
advised of all pertinent developments. 
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FROM DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28873). ag | 


’ BY RETURN TELETYPE ADVISE ‘PRESENT STATUS OF ALL SUBJECTS - 
INCLUDING WHETHER. THEY. HAVE MADE BOND, WHETHER. BOND HAS BEEN 
"REDUCED AND WHETHER ANY EFFORTS ARE PENDING ON BEHALF OF 


SUBJECTS FOR REDUCE EOS OF BOND. 
- ALSO ADVISE WHETHER IN VIEW OF ACQUITTAL OF NYERS AND SIKS 


ras ‘STATE ‘CONTEMPLATES ‘a ACTION AGAINST LACKEY AND GUEST. IF 
so, ADVISE NATURE OF ACTION AND WHEN IT 1S CONTEMPLATED SUCH. 
ACTION MAY BE TAKEN. 

_. _ ADVISE STATUS OF FEDERAL PROSECUTION AND WiiEN USA 
CONTEMPLATES MATTER WILL BE PRESENTED TO FEDERAL GRAND JURY, 
AND IF INDICTUENT Is RETURNED , WHEN USA CONTEMPLATES CASE CAN 

PET ER ee 
FURNISH SUKMARY OF BIGHLIGATSORF § STATE TRIAL INCLUDING 
COOPERATION FURNISHED BY USA BUFORD. INCLUDE prams 
wes 


INFORMATION As TO ANY ‘commenrs MADE BY JURORS WHICH WOULD 
In THEIR VERDICT. 
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1 BY, AIRTEL SEPT. “FIVE, "WFO, HAS FURNISHED YOUR OFFICE CoMMERTS': 
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*Jomn DAVID BOWARD AND’ mason CHARLES E. BROWN INDICATING | 4 
“A RELUCTANCE TO TESTIFY IF LACKEY IS TRIED IN DECEMBER, COUPLAINING 
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ie ‘ABOUT WHAT THEY CONSIDERED INADEQUATE PROTECTION BY THE STATE WHILE 


‘3 2 


fe :SAMEY.WERE IN GEORGIA, ‘AND, SEEKING INFORMATION AS TO HOW THEY MAY | 
he REIMBURSED FOR THEIR EXPENSES AMD WHETHER IT MIGHT BE NECESSARY 


of 7 +* 
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3 f a 
o- Re, HOW 7 THEM TO AGAIN TESTIFY FOR THE STATE, DISCUSS WITH STATE . 
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{PROSECUTORS AND SUGGEST THEY MAY WISH TO CORRESPOND DIRECTLY WIT: 
fie HOWARD AND BROWN REGARDING REIMBURSEMENT FOR THEIR EXPENSES ARD 
: i THE POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER TESTIMONY . 
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